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Governor Guy, there is a g reat deal to celebrate here 

today: 

--The fact that the very old dream of harnessing the 

waters of the Missouri with the dry lands of North Dakota is 

coming another step closer to realization; 

--The fact that North Dakota is about to receive a well-

deserved reward for its contribution to the Garrison and Oahe 

Reservoirs that make the Missouri Basin Development possible; 

--The beg innings of what will surely be a new era of 

opportunity for the people of North Dakota. 

And it is a g reat day for me personally. 

I ~rew up among the farm families of South Dakota. I 

wa s there to s ee the Depression and dust storms of the 30's 

wi pe many of them out. I know what a steady water supply 

me an s not only to farmers, but to the communities that 

depend on them. 

Harnessing the precious waters of the Missouri has been 

o ne of my personal causes ever since I went to the Senate in 

19 49 . There could be no g reater reward for me than what we 

do here today. 

* * * 
America has met the challenge of creating material 

ple nty. 

Our country is rich and getting richer. Our farms 

produc e a greater abundance than any other farms in the 

world. That abundance will surely increase. 

For the first time in the history of mankind there i s 

a nation where material scarcity is not the limiting factor 

in national purpose and human achievement. 
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As we accroach the 200th anniversary of our Independence, 

jt is clear tl1at America faces a new challcn~~ --the chnJlen~P 

of usin~ its material plenty to provide a full and free life for 

all its citizens . 

That means building cities that are safe and clean. 

It means e l iminating the slums and joblessness, poor 

education and hopelessness that are part of our urban environment 

today. 

To me- - and I feel this very deeply--it means an urgent 

national effort to revitalize rural America and develop its full 

potential not only for those who live there, but for those who 

want an occasional chance to ~et away from the cities. 

Ri~ht now, f or every 175 rural youngsters who reach 

working a~e, there are less than a hundred jobs. 

In 1960, 22 percent of all rural five year olds were in 

kinder~arten. In the cities, the figure was 46 percent. 

'Phe average rural teenager completes about 9 years of 

school. The figure is over 12 in the cities. 

A third of our rural housing is substandard . 

What this means, particularly for our young people, 

is that the basic American right to freedom of choice--choice 

of where to live ... choice of employment--is restricted . 

Between 1950 and 1960, 11 million Americans migrated 

to the cities, and that trend continues. About 200,000 young 

Americans living in rural America today will have been drawn 

or forced into the city within a year. 

Many want to go, it is true. But we cannot overlook a 

recent Gallup poll which showed a marked increase over just 

the last two years in the number of urbanites and suburbanites 

who would prefer to live in small towns or on farms. 

What is happenin~ in American's cities today is to a very 

lar~e extent the result of what has not happened in many of 

our rural areas . 
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In-mir,ration of people, many of whom are poorly 

trained and poorly prepared for urban life ... intense 

crowdin~ in both slums and suburbs ... overcrowded, rundown 

schools ... congested public facilities of every kind--indeed 

what we call the urban crisis has its roots to a very large 

extent in rural America. 

So when America sets out to provide full and equal oppor-

tunity for e very citizen--and that is a task I mean to see com-

rleted as nearly as possible by 1976--we have to mean every citizen 

young and old, black and white, rural and urban. 

I am not talking about re-creating the mythical ''good old 

days down on the farm." I mean extending the best in modern 

livin~ and opportunity \to all our rural areas and smaller towns-­

places like the one where I grew up. 

In the 30 ' s modernization meant rural electrification and 

movie theaters in every town. 

In the 1940's it lmeant well paved roads. 

Now it means airports capable of handling short-hop 

jets; community colleges, modern hospitals and good doctors, the 

very best in elementary and secondary education. It means f,Olf 

courses and ball parks. It means drama groups and art classes 

in addition to church socials. 

It means economic viability--new investment, new job oppor-

tunities, a growing tax base, fully developed tourist facilities. 

And it means full equity in the market place for American 

farmers and ranchers. 

We have some public programs that provide an essential mar~in 

of income protection for agriculture--a price and income base 

to build on . 

But farmers need better ways to increase bar~ainin~ power ... 

to obtain long-term credit at reasonable interest rates ... to 

expand- market demand at home and abroad ... to control rising land 

prices, taxes, and other production costs. This is some of the 

most urgent economic business before America today and I shall 

soon deliver a major address on it. 
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The Garrison Diversion is goinr: to brinP: North Dakota 

a p;iant gtep closer to that kincl of devc 1('l'nl t'nt. 

It will mean a steady source of irrir:atjon water which 

will allow North Dakota farmers to diversify their ope rations 

and take full advanta~e of your rich a~ricultural land. 

It will mean water to support new industries and new 

towns . 

It will mean communities that are vital, excitinp.;, hopeful 

places to live. 

And I believe it can and must mean that North Dakota 

becomes not just a prosperous part of America but part of a 

major recreation center for all America. 

There is a chance now for a great recreation complex 

on the upper Missouri to include both Dakotas and Montana: 

--a Great Prairie Lakes National Recreation Area 

consistin~ of one million 300 thousand acres of lakes and 

lands, almost all of which is already federally owned; 

--a 110 mile scenic river area in Montana; 

-- a 13,000 acre Lewjs and Clark Prairie Reserve in South 

Dakota; and 

--a hip.;hway along the Missouri which would make the 

Dakotas a major access center to the Missouri reservoirs . 

It would ~ive the public access to about a billion dollars 

worth of land and water resources which they already own. It 

would hring 10 million visitors into the area by 1976, and tourist 

dollars potentially in the billions. 

I stronp.;ly support this proposal. 

The Upper Missouri has long provided power. 

It has provided irrigation and will soon provide much more. 

Today, it is America's greatest remaining recreational 

opportunity--pure water and more shoreline than the Great Lakes 

or the entire seacoast of the United States. 

Let's put these resources to full use for the people of 

the Dakotas, Montana, and the people of America. 

'l'he purpose of America is not just efficiency and bigness . 

America's purpose is people--security for people ... plenty for 

people ... hope for people ... freedom for people. 
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It is clean air and clean water. 

It is the chance to see nature's uncluttered hori zon. 

and to be away from the noise of machinery and mo tors. 

It is schools that give our children a decent start in 

life--schools which, I believe, must now be made available to 

every child from the fourth year of life. 

It is property--the pride of ownership. 

It is the chance for old people to live out their lives 

in di~nity and security. 

Rural America has much of that already. 

I believe it can have the rest. 

And all America will be the better for it. 
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NOTE: 

The Vice President did 
not go to Minot because 
of a bad case of flu. 

The speech was , however , 
read to the group by 
Secretary Udall. 

Governor Guy, the e is a great deal to celebra e here 

-- The fact ~· al. ·he ve y old dream of harnessing the 

wa.lers of the Missouri w·J_h he dry lands o" 1 orth Dakota ·s 

coming another step closer to real"zation; 

-- The fact that North Dakota is about to receive a well -

dese ved reward ·for its co 1tribution ·'o the Garri son and Oahe 

Reservoirs tha ... make the M. ssouri Basin Development possible;· 

' I 
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-- The be \. inn ings of wha·~ will surely be a new era of 

opportunity for he people of North Dakota. 

And it is a great day 'for me personally. 

I grew up among the farm families of South Dakota. 

was there to see the Depression and dust storms of the 30's 

. 
·~ ''ipe many of them ou.~.. l know what a steady water supply 

mea ns not only to farmers, but to the co mmunities that 

depend on them. 

Harness ing the precious waters of the Missouri has been 

one of my personal causes ever since I went to .~.he Se nate in 

1949. There could be no greater reward for me than what we 

do here today. 
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America has met the c allenge of crea 'ing material 

plenty. 

Our country is rich and getting richer. Our farms 

produce a greater abundance than any other farms in the 

world. Tha.l abundance will surely increase. 

For )he first time in the history of mankind there is 

a na'lion where material scarcity is not the limiting fac'or 

in na-'·ional purpose and human achievement. 

As we approach the 2GOth anniversary of our Independence, 

is clear tha'· America faces a new challenge -- the challenge 

of using i·s material plenty to provide .a full and free life for 

a II its cit i zen s. 

That means building cities that are safe and clean. 
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!~means eliminarng he slums and joblessness, poor 

educa ion a. hopelessness +hat are par' of our urban en vi ron ment 

oday. .. 
I 

To me -- an · feel ·\ · s very deep! y -- i · means an urgent 

national e·for· o revita ize ru ral Amer" ca and develop its full 

potenJ.ial not o ly for hose who ive here, but for those who 

warl· an occasional chance to ge' away from the cities. 
t y 

Fdgnt ow, for every 175 ru""a! youngsters who reach 

gage, ·here are less than a hundred jobs. 

n 1960, 22 percent of all rural five year olds were ·n 

kindergarten. In the cifes, the figure was 46 percent. 

Tl1e average rural ee ager completes about 9 years of 

school. The figure is over 12 in he cities. 
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At ird of our rural housing is substandard. 

What -~ ·s means, pa icular y for our young peo le, 

ts ha ~ te basi c American ight .l.o free om of choice -- choice 

of where to live ... choice of employment -- is restricted. 

Between 1950 a d 196 , II million Americans migrated 

to 1.' e c"ties, and !ha'· trend con-'-inues. About 20 , 000 young 

Americans living in rural Ameri ca today will have been drawn 

or forced into the ci· y within a year. 

Many want to go, it is}. rue. But we cannot overlook a 

recent Gallup poil which showed a marked increase over just 

the las.l two years in t e number of urbanites and suburbanites 

who waul pre·fer ~olive in · n all towns or on farms. 

Wh aJ. is happening in America' s cities today is o a very 

large extent the result of what has not happened in many of 

our rural areas. 

/ 
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I n-rnigra·l·on of peoples, many of whom are poorly 

t c:ined and poorly prepared to u~ban li.(e .. . in·ense 

crowding in boJ.h sl urns and s burbs ... overcrowded, run -

down schools ... congested public facilities of every l<i nd --

in 'eed what we call ·h urban crisis has its roots to a very 

large exten.l in ·rural America. 

So when America se sou·~ to proyide ·~ull and equal 

opportu·1i"y for every citi zen -- and t aJ. is a task I mean to 

see CO Tiple!ed as nearly as possible by 1976 -- we have to mean 

every ciJ·izen, young an old, black and whi'e, rural and urban. 

I am oJ. tal 'ing abo .. re -creating the my hical 11good 

o d d2ys down on the farm. 11 I mean extending the best in 
.j 

modern rv·ng and apport nity to aH our rural areas and 

smaller towns-- places lil<e the one where I grew up. 
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In the 301s modernization mean ... rural electrification 

and mov·e theaters in every town. 

In the 1940's it meant we · paved roads. 

Now it means airports capable of handling shor -hop 

jets ; com muni·~y colleges, modern hospitals and good doctors, 

~he very bes.~. in elementary an secondary education. It means 

golf courses and ball parks. I means drama groups and art 

classes in addition to church social s. 

I-'· means economic v:abi! i.ly - - new i nvestmen\ new job 

1 

1 opportuni+ies, a growing ~ax base, fully developed tourist 

facil if es. 

A d ;t means full equity in the market place for American 

farmers and ranchers. 
' I 
j 

l We have some publi programs that provide an essential 

1 
j 

mc:rgi of income protec'·ion for agri culture -- a price and income 

base to build on. 

. 
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B .t .carTers need be .. er ways 'o increase bargaining 

pcwe; ... ·(o obtai n I on -term crt:dit at easonable interest 

rz;:es ... to expand rna r'<et demand at home and abroad .•. 

·o control r"sing land prices, taxes, and other production 

cJsts. Tn: s is some of the most ·rgen ·. economic business 

before A me rica today and i shall soon deliver a major address 

on it. 

- he Garrison Dive s·on is goilig o bring North Dakota 

a giant s .. ·e~ closer to !.hat k; lld o'r eve opment. 

I J, wil mean a steady source of i rr" gation wa·ter which 

will allow North Da~'o·'a farmers :.o d'versify their opera· ·ons 

a"ld a<e fu I adva1tage o.c your rich agricultural land. 

It will mean water to support new industries and new 

towns. 
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It will mean communities ha are vital, exciting, 

hopeful places to live. 

And I believe it can and must mean tha North Dakota 

becomes not just a prosperous part of America but part of 

a major recreation center fo all merica. 

There is a chance now for a grea recreation complex 

on _,_he upper Missouri to include both Dakotas and Montana: 

-- a Great Prairie La ~'es National Recreation Area 

consisting of one millio 300 thousand acres of la<es and 

lands, almost all of which is alrea y federally owned; 

-- a 110 mile scen·c river area ·n Montana; 

-- a 13,000 acre Lewis and Clarl< Prairie Reserve in 

South Dakota; and·· 
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- -a hig way along the M·ssouri which would mal<e 

he Dakotas a major access cen·~er ·o the Missouri reservoirs. 

would give -~he public access to a out a billion dollars 

worth of land and water resources which they already own. It 

would bt"·ng !0 m· lion v·sitors into he area by 1976, and tourist 

'" dollars po·entiann .lhe billions. 

I stron; y s uppo t ·his proposal. 

The Upper Missouri has long provided power. 

I has provided irrigation a, d will soon provide much more. 

Today, it is America's greatest remaining recrea ional 

opportunity -- pure wa+er and more shoreline than). e Grea~ 

Lakes or the en··· e seacoas· of .!.he United S'"ates. 

Let's put .lhese resou""ces to full use for the people of 
Montana 

the Dako-' as,/ and the peop le of An erica . 

... 
~· 
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The purpose of America is no~- just e"-iciency and 

bigness. A me ica 's purpose is people -- security for 

people .. • plenty for peo le . .. hope for people ... freedom 

for people. 

I;. is dean air and clean water. 

It is t. e chance ·!·o see nature's unci ttered horizon 

and J.o be away from the noise of mach·nery and motors. 

+ ·s schoo's ti1at give our c ildren a decen' start in 

life -- schools which, I believe ~ must now be made available 

to every child from the fourth year of w=e. 

1 t is property -- the pride of ownership. 
1 

It is the chance for old peop!e to live ou'· J.heir lives in 

d. n· y and security. 
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Rural Amer"ca has nuch o·( that already. 

I be! ;eve it can have the re.::t. 

And a!! Amer"ca will be the bet).er for it. 

# # # 
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