
/ ' , , I I 

. ;RADIO TV REPORTS, INC. 

4435 WISCONSIN AVENUC, N. W., WASHINGTON , D. C. 2 0016 , 244 -3 540 

..,,,· 
. :--"'\ 

FOR UNI TED. DEMOCRATS FOR HUMPHREY 

. I ) 0 U 
PROGRAM Dick Cavett Show STATION WMAL TV 

ABC Network 
DATE July 23, 1968 10:30 AM CITY Washington, DC 

VICE PRES ID ENT HUMPHREY I NTERVI~WED 

CAVETT: Thi s is lhe cl o_sest we 've come so far on the show to having the 
phrase , need no introduci'ion , be abso luJ·e ly true. 

I'm very pl eased to introcluc.e my next guest , the Honorable Huberi' H. 
Humphrey, Vice President of the United -States . 

(Applause) 

CAV ETT: Nice. to ·see you . I think it 's only fa ir to te ll the audience at home 
that the audience rose with only one _or two exceptions . 

HUMP~lREY: Thonk you very much . Thank you . 

'":-
CAVETT: It seem ed to me . 

HUMPHREY: Can I thank the orchestra for playing my theme son.g? They did it 
beautifully, I li ked every bit of it. 

CAV ETT: They do those things nice ly. 

Your son( Robert , was here the oth~r day . And I don 't know if you had time to 
ca tch that· or not, but he mentioned on th e sho'N an in terest ing thing . He sa id that', 
there was a time . when you vtere in hi gh sc;hool -- I believe it was --and your coach asked 
all the feiiovt:; on the bench what they wanted to. be when they grew up and you were the 
only one who said President of the United Sta tes . And the y all laughed . I wonder if _ 
you wonder how many of them are still laugh ing .-

HUlv\PHREY: We ll, Dic k, as a matte r of fact , I suppose the reason I said tha t is, 
l was only o subst itu;·e on the tea;:n at the time . And your question , of co urse , pro111pts 
rne to say thtl~ there a re some that a re st illl a•Jghing . I th ink there are a few th ut a re groaning. 
But I hope they 'll all b.3 vot ing for me comes November .... 

(App lause ) _ . 
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CAV ETT: I thi nk you covered everyone th en. 

HUMPHREY: Say, Di ck what about this bi II ing tha t you gave me here f·onight? 
I heard .... 

CAVETT: Oh, did you hear about that? 

HUMPHREY: I did .... 

CAV ETT: I fell" ferrible about thaL You followed a garbage mach ine on our - ­
on our bill ing . 

HUMPHREY: We ll, I lhi nk f·haJ-'s a good way to keep thi s program bipartisan. 

(Applause) 

CAVETT: Speaking of your son , Robert , ond you r fa~n ily, when you dec ided to 
make the momentous dec ision to_run for President , hod you talked it over wil-h J-hern ? 

HUt\~PHREY: Well , I tal:<ed it over with Mrs. Hu mphrey , and I hod-- yes, 
as a matter of fad , t"hi s -·-on this occasion -··you know I made anol·her wh irl at this 
b:~ck in 1960. I gave John Kennedy his spr ing training, and I knew he was goingJo win 
afl-er that. 

But, in th is instance , after President Johnson had announced that he would not 
seek rernonimation nor would he accepi· it, in terestingly enough , the first one to call me 
from my fa mil y was my daughter , our daughter , Nancy . And she said, "Daddy , you've got 
to ru n" . And so help me , she is the most non-polit ical member of the family, and I thought 

that was a good o:nen. 

Then , my- -- two of my sons ca ll ed me . In the meant ime , I talked it over ~vith 
Mrs . Humphrey. And after know ing whaJ- this mecmt, knowing something a liHl e bit more 
than we had in the past about the responsib ili ties of this office, al so the ordeal of a campa ign 
on a nal"iona l bmis , we took our tim e . And fina lly, in the later part of April, I be li eve it 
was the 2 7~h of April , I announced that I would be a candic!ute and '<vou ld seek the office 
of the Presidency. 

It 's quiJ-e -- we ll, let ·me te ll you , it 's quite a dec ision to make for anybody that 
makes it , and pcrr ic ulm ly it 1s a ser ious dec ision 1o moke when you've served cis Vi ce Pres ident 
a nd kind of h::;v.:; some idea of what it means if it happens . 
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So thal· 's it. 

CAVETT: There were no dissent ing memb2rs in th e family? 

HUMPHRE Y: No , a!· this ti nie , I can te ll you lhat J·he _.:_the dec ision wos unan..., 
imous . lj wasn't always so , but !h is lirn e it was. 

CAVETT: I. i·hought you 'd m ighl" li ke to meet 1 if you have not already, Mrs. 
Humphre>' who is in the first row . 

. (App Ia use) 

CAV ETT: M is!·er Vice Pres id en t , . I know that your wife worked wh il e you we re 
study ing and geH ing your degree and oil -- you \'/ere a s1udenl I guess . How did Y?U ge l· 
her to do that , did you prom ise her you \'(au ld be Presideni· somec.lay? 

. HUMPHREY: Well, thi s was be for e !-he re were cmy fed era l loans of federo l 
scho larships , so I just marri ed on e , you see . .A,nd as a matter of fact, I can recommend !hal· 
to some of J·he young gradu6h:~ students right no 111i , it works ou!· very nicely. The loons aren 't 

·big enough , you know , so you have t~ have a li Hie exi-ra he!p . 

CAVETT: You can morry one .. 

HUMPHR~Y: The truth is, when we 'Nere first married , Murie l tal ked to me a gt·eat 
dea l about going back to the university_. My univers i ty education had beE:n inl-errupted by 
the Depression years , and after some years out in Soulh Dako ta , we dec ided to get back to 
the Univers ity of Minnesota . 

She he lped me th ere. She had a job v:ork ing in w1 investment company. I v-:orked 
at ni ght in a drug score and attended the univers ity during the dGy . Later on we went on 
in to graduate schoo l. Then she worked and help feed .some of the si·udents , made sandwiches 
that I used to cmt off to the gradua te school and se ll to my fell ow studenls . 

. We had - - we di d a lot of work toge ·ihcr , we v:orkec! together as a team . As 
I al ways sa·y, it' s a great fe !lovtsh ip a nd o great scholorship to have a good working wife 
to he lp put you through schoo l. 

When I travell e d to Washington , D.C., du ring our first:__ we ll just before we 
we re married , as a molter of fact , I to ld Mur ie l then thai· poss ib ly some day we rnighl g3l 
into po liti cs . ~o possibly she hcid that in mind , she thousht maybe if I v;as going to get inb 
politi cs I' d bcller gst a linl e eduoation to be prepared to n1Cike a li v ing in iL 
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CAV ETT: When we come back from -- from th e message we 're about to 
do, we have a le Her he re that you wrote to her , and I though t I'd ask you tor ead that. 
We wi II be back, however , for J·ha l· afl-~ r this rn essoge . · . 

* 

CAVETT: Mister Vice Pres ident, if I err and call you Mr. Humphrey thaJ-'s 
because .... 

HUMPH RE Y: Tha t's fo rgivab le . 

CAV ETT: _ I can't think when it wos we 've ha d a Vice President on lhe show . 

. "A man fo r All Peop le "is th e book I wos looking at , ab~ut you. It says a 
picl·orial bi ography of Huber t H. Hum phrey. I wonder if you can ge t a look at that on 
the cameras . And il's full of interest ing things about you and photographs, which I nol'iced 
they 're in black a nd wh ite . I wondered if thai" was an al"tempt to .appea l to all c_ges , adull's 
can read it and chilclre n ca n color it. 

HUMPHREY: Tha l·'s co rrect. 

CAVETT: It's an interesting book . But this letter from the book was a lelter you 
~rote to your wife way back then , and I wondered if you w9u!d read it to the audience . 

HUMPHREY: Yes, it's in thor book a nd I' m glad you put a plug in fo r the book , 
too, Dick . If you want to ho!d it up ago in .... 

<;AV ETT: Oh, l'll m glod .... 

HU/\~PI-R EY: All right. 

CAVETT: I'm su re we can fi nd ti me . 

· HUMPHREY: Thi s is a letter that s~rnebody discovered. I think it must -- they've 
must have gotten it from Murie l --dated August 25J·h , 1935. 

Now, that's a year and n ine days be fore we were marr ied . And I had trave ll ed 
to Wash ing ton, D.C. to see rny s_isier who was groduat ing from G eorge Washington Uni ve rsi-ty. 

And I sa id this: 
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"This trip has impressed one thing on my mind , Muriel. That impression is 
the need of an educat ion , an alert mind, cl ean li ving , and a bit of culture, which 
undoubted ly. will come wHh age and learning . . 

"I don •t necessarily mean more college is necessary, but I n-eed to do more 
readin g, ·more writing, more thinking, 1f I ever want to ful fill my dream of being some­
one in 1·his world . 

"Maybe I seem fooli sh to hav e such vain hopes ond plans, but I con see ·how 
somedoy , if y aJ and I just app ly ourse lves and make up our minds to work for bigger 

·thi ngs , how we can somedcty live here in Wash ington c.md probably be in governmenl', 
· poli1·ics or service. 

"I intend to ) tf my aim ~- le1' 1s see here , where •s the -- oh, yes-- 11 my oim at 
C ongress. Don•t laugh at me , Murfe l. Maybe i1 does soun_cl --maybe it does sound.ral·her 
egotisJ·ical ctnd beyond reason , but I do know oJ·hers h:tVe succeeded , why haven•t I a 
chance? You would he l? me , I know , a'nd togel-her we can C:o 1-hings 1•m sure . 

"Never let me gel lazy or discouraged . You be my inspiral-iona l force and always 
encourage me in what you feel \viii be right for me to do . 

l 

"Does thi s a ll sound ridiculous to you? Etcetera . It gets ·a lit tle more personal 
as we go down there. 

CAVETT: Well, read it .... 

(Applause ) 

HUMPHREY: I -- I V/Cint to skip ;ne li ne . It says, "V/ashington, D. C. thri lis me to \ 

my very finge rtips. I simply revel and beam with delight in this realm of polit ics and govern-· 
ment. I hope my dream comes true. 1•m going to try anyhow, but first I shall prepme myself 
for the task by reading ~mel th ink ing alw.:.iys as a liberal. Rooseve lt is a superman, his speech 
last night su re ly baffled the Rep~blicctns••. I just hod to ge t tha t in. 

(Applause ) 

HUMPHREY: All of the test is in that book. 

CAV ETT: Yes . 

. HUMPI·!REY: The spicy part 1hoi· I ldt out . 
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CAVETT: And the fact J·hat it v1as postoge due . 

Wou ld you want your sons in po li t ics? Is it 1 al- once , interesfing enough to be 
in po li!-ics and cha ll enging enough , but someth ing you might not v1ant your chil dren to do ? 

HUMP HREY: No 1 indeed 1 I wont lo-be in pub li c li fe and forms of governmenl­
se rvi cc1 ·or at leas!- as an interesled thoughtfu l ci t izen . 

You know 1 I -- I' ve bee n u leac her 1 Dick1 and I used to hove a large cl ass of 
freshme n and sophomores1 in Am er ican Government . And ge nera ll y speaking 1 lhey come 

. in rathe r cynica l1 the y say po li t ics is dirty cmd po li J- ic icms are worst1 and they have a sod 
_of a negat ive aH iJ-ude about governm ent . 

And I used to saylh is to them 1 if you th ink po li tics is dirly 1 ge t yourse lf c1 bar of 
soap and get in and c lea n i!- up . Don 't sl·and on !he sid (:! lines be ing as sorJ- of a second-guesse r . 
If you want good government you have to pay the pr ice 1 get in on it . 

And I think tha t 's true today . And one of J-h e besl- th ings !-hal-'s he1ppening Amer ica 
toda y is the ev er - increCIS ing number of young peor.Jie who me rea ll y deep ly concerned about 
the ir counfTy and who are parl- i c i pa t i t~g in po li tiCo ! li fe . 

l 
. I happen to think that th is genera t ion of young Amer icans is the best we 've -ever 

had and I be li eve that they 're very a li ve and very a lert . 

(App lause ) 

HUMPHREY: J\nd my --my fam i ly puts me through the paces . You know 1 we 
don ' t have a yes fami ly . They did agree thot it W.Js a ll ri£;ht for me to run for Pres ident 1 
but I ge t more adv ice per week from my daughter C!nd my son- in- lav; and my tvvo doughters 
-in-lctw and my two -, my three sons them you 'd ever get hom a univers ity 1 a nd they are 
all peop le v1ith the ir own po i r.~s of vievt . 

So, when I Have peop le say to me , We ll 1 do ycu ever hear from the yo ung ?". I 
say1 "Do I hear from them ? They b:::at me ove r the head w i t~ the ir ideas and somel-ime s it 
eve n si nks -in". So 1 I'm a ll for them geHing into po lit ics c;nd being in publ ic serv ice . 

C AVETT: A ll ri ght . We have -- there are mony oth er things I' d li ke to ask 
you but we must pause occas iono ll y . We' ll be back . 

* ,of: 

-CAV ETT: Mi ster Vi ce Pres iden t , let me a sk you , blunt ly why you 've suddenly 
a ccepted deb::1 te with Se nal-or lv't~Carthy? 
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HUMPHREY: Well, I thought il· was pe rfectly prope r tha t sometimes betwee n 
now ;nd the convent·ion t·hat we should be loge t·he r . We 've known each olhe r for be t·ter 
than 20 years 1 it isn 't as if we're strange rs. And the re are some differences 1-1-iat- we 
seem to have and I think it's good f·o al ways air thos~ differences. 

I do believe , however , lha t·th e --that th e range of questions in public life 
today, deserve a littl e more trea iment th en it's ge tting, !his isn't o one issue country. 

And we've got ser ious problems in our citi es , grave prob le ms with race relation, 
· very serious problems in educat ion; jusf to mention a few. 

And we have a numbe r of Anie ricans f·oday who are nof· fully sha ring i~ th e 
b8nefits of t-his counl-ry , not even qe ing given a chance to pariici pate in the processes of 
thi s country. · 

I . 

I want lo - - I thi nk we ough( to discuss thi s who le range of --of concerns of 
the Amer ican peopl e . And th al· way I be li e ve that we perform ou r_respons ibilily as 
po li tical lecKiers . 

A politica l leader ought to be more tha n ·an orotor , he ought to be an educ.ai'or , 
he ought to do more than a rgue , he ought to be able to pe rsuade; at least he ought to be 
able to generate some thinking and some ideas . 

It's rea lly a job of teaching a II the wa y down the line . It has a littl e more 
dramatics than you hav e in th e classroom , but the purposa of po litics in a democracy is to 
inform th e people so t hat the peopl e can u ltima h;dy make the right de cisions . And I know 
no beHer way of inform ing the people than through the compet iti on of id eas . 

CAV ETT: And/or debates .... 

HUMPHREY; Tha t's my view . 

CAVETT: Le t· me ... : 

{Applouse) 

CAV ETT: Who!· about this po~s i b ilily nov·:, that the -- the puHing :loge l·hcr of the 
Democratic pl atform and a ll of the comp li ca ted thinking that w ill hove to go in to !hell· 
- - could necessor ily rE:s u'lt in what might be crude ly termed o sp lit be h veen you and Pres ident 
J ohnson; the foc t that your idem mighl· necessa rily have to div erge from hi s conside r·ab ly? 
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HUMPH REY: We ll, you have to keep in mind, Dick, that a platform 1s, 1n a very real se nse , a --it's a compos ite of many ideas . 

If you're going into po li l ics d emand ing !-hat everybody agree with you r idea, · you'll end up with a community of one li sten ing to yourse lf. You'll hold your convenlion in a le lephone booth and f·here 'll be p len t-y of room for-- for a lot of other folk s . 

A platform represents a consensus of the peop le . It necessar ily is a kind of compromjse on many of th e more diffi cu lt issu es . li doesn ' t mean to be a comprom ise of princicplcs , but of means and of ways of c1chi ev ing !he objecl"ives thai· you have. 

I don't t·hink there will be ciny clifficu ll)'· As a maHer of fad, I've had a very good re laf· ionship w ilh the Pres iden l, and wilh the Pres ident ·tha t prececded hi m . I was J ohn Ken ned y's ma jorif·y wh ip.;in t·he Unif·ed Sl ates Sena te and faithfully served him -- ve ry proud of it. · 

I . • I've been the Vi ce Pres ident ot the United Stc11·es for a I mos t fou r years, I consider that a ve ry high honor . And it 's o posil"ion lhat has a great dea l of re spons ibil it-y a _n d very littl e authority. I do b~ li eve , however, that my -better them 20 years in government has tou gh! me to be tol erant of olhe r peop le 's point of vi cv1 . 

You know you may be wrong . It is enl'irely possible that once in a whi le aperson ·· '~' may hove a po int of vi ew that he fi nds out la ter on is wrong_. And if you find that it's in error you shou ld have th e courage to change . Some peop le say you must be cons iste nt, you know, all the ti me . Well , if you're co nsistent ly wrong you 've just a fool, and yo~ ought not to pride yourself ·in that. 

Politics shou ld al so permit you to leorn , to a d jusl , to moture , to be a more rea ­sonable and a more prudent and wise man . If that doesn 't happen then you've wa sted y~ur · life . ' 

N ovv , I 1hink
1
vve 'll be abl e to come out of the Democrat ic convent ion vtith a for '.vard looking p!dtform , not a eulogy to the past , but a prog;am of action for the futu re . 

I happen to b one of those persons that be li eve that those who use th e present to justify th e past lose the fu ture . And I' m interested in tomorrow , there 's isn 't a thing I can do about yesterday , it 's ctll gone . 

(App lause ) 

CAV ETT: What are lhe chc:nces that Ec.lwmd Kennedy might be your Vi ce · Pres idenl ia l cho ice ? 
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HUMPH RE Y: I think tha l' s greal-!y de pe nde nt on Mr. Ke nnedy own attitudes and 
vi ews a nd hi s own wishes . He 's a ve ry popular man . I've said many ti mes , and I repeat 
it on thi s program , I have been privil eged to share in his fri endsh ip. 

He 's affe diona lly known --known lo his fri ends as Ted Kennedy --Se nator 
Edward Kennedy . Se nator Kennedy, Tc~ and J oan are friends of Muri e l' s and mine . I 
thin k very highly of him. Bul I don'l be li eve tha t he \;10ul d a ppreciate hav ing hi s fri e nd 
or. f·he Vice Pres ident going around mak ing se lect ions be fore hi s hi mse lf has even de te rmined 
what he wqn ts to do in publi c life . 

He 's gon e th rough some le rribl e days . Tho t fam ily has suffe red inc redible tragedy. 
I sort of fe lt !-he best thin g I cou ld do was to leave him a lone until they had a chance to 
sort of ge t lh ernse lves bock in l·o a fee li ng of equ ili br ium to ease th e ir po in from t he ir he arl's, 
and the n maybe we can la lk po liti cs. And one of lhesc da ys I'm sure if' will happe n. 

(App lause ) 

CAV ETT: The re 's something I don 't underslcmd obout ba la nc ing of the ticke t. 1\nd 
that is, tha t, by definition, bc. lanc ing of the ti cke t 'vvould mean that one-- o ne of the peopl e 
represenJ·s one facl'i on , let 's say , of the party, and. the othe r person represents anothe r. 

Now, ~uppose they 're boJ-h e lected. How do es th ~ Vi ce Pres ident who represenl·s 
the othe r fact ion or wing, you might say, continu e to serve those peopl e if tha t 's ~i,n co nf lict 
with the Pres ide nt's fact ion , so to speak ? 

HU/v\PHREY: Well, Dick , that used . to be a bout the way the y selected a Vice 
Pres ide nt. It was an effort to sort of ba la nce off geographical inte rest or ideo logica l 
diffe rences , but it rea lly isn 't the way you s~ou ld do it. 

As a matte r of fact 1 our c ountry is much more uni ted that it was be fore ; This 
media call ed telev ision has brought us all cl oser togehter; rodio and the pre ss· we have 
toda>' , comm unicat ions a;·e better . . · 

What is most ;mportcmt is not the ideology so_ much of a man or of hi s geograph ica l 
locotion . What's most importan t is his qua lif icat ions . Is he cCipob le of assum ing the duti e s 
of the Pres idency ? At leost , does k'! have some exper ienc e and b::1 ckgrou nd that mi9ht equ ip 
hi m for !hose awesome respons ibi lil'i es ? Because remembe r , while th e Vic e Pres ic.k.:nt does 
not have u grea t d cu l of resp:>ns ib i li ty - - a grea t cl ca l of author ity , I should say, he must 
be reudy at any mome nt in case of traged y to toke over the· l cad~ rship of lhis nat ion . 

And I don '! be li eve that we ought to p loy games wi th l he Vi ce Pres iclc ncy , tryi ng 
to ba la nce off the ti cket . ·I t!link tho t vthat we ought to do , is to have somebody as Vi ce 
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Pres ident , who if-- cou ld step in a fill J·hCit void if the re \Vas a tragic set of circumstances 
that affec led the Pres ident of the Unii·ed Stales . 

Now, might I add that whoever is V _i ce president , as far as I' m concerned , 
if I cou ld have my way about it, I wou ld \vant him to be , so J·o speak , on the same polil·ica l 
wavelenglh wil-h me . I thin k we ou gh t to hCive some bas ic agreement . And if !hose 
a greements ai·e noJ· a ll !he way J·hrough and !rue , I think it's the duty of the Vi ce President 
whh whom he 's e lected . Remember , you are e lected wilh !he Pres ideni· , peop le do no!· vote 
for the Vic_e President separate ly, lhey vote for the President and the Vi ce Preside nl· cis a ti cket . . . 

N ow , w c had one Vice Preside nt in I he hi sl·ory of 1 his country who \Vasn 'J· very 
loya l and his name VIas Aoron Burr . And he caused !hi s couniTy of ours grove difficulti e s . 
He conspired with our enemies. He did ~vcrylh i ng !hat he could to cause Thomas J efferson 
a nd J ohn Adams bolh , a g!·eal· difficu lty . I don't lh ink we ever need another Vice . 
Pres ident li ke tha t . 

I thi nk !he fi rsi· ·duly of a Vi ce Preside nt is to be loya l to his Presidenl· , to be l oya l 
to the plctl·form that he sa id thal he wou ld serve , · and J·o be loya l to the party t hat nominated 
hi m c1s Prc sidenJ· --Vice Pres ident . And above all , to be loya l to the peop le thai: e lected 
the President and the· Vice Pres ide nt. 

I tri ed to ful fi ll that qua lification. 

CAVETT: I vvonder when you say that .... 

· (Applause ) 

CAV ET T: I wonde red something that wi II have to v-:a it becouse we have a message 
and we ' II be ri ohl· back . .... 

'i: * 

·c AVETT: Before we take a quesJ·ion from the audience , Mr . Vi ce Preside nt , I 
was thinking the olhe r day , we 've never had anyone as august as yourself on th e show ." And 
they asked for our birlhdate about a v;ee k ago , arid th en I rea li zed tha l· that had to do wilh 
secur ity measu res ond fi nd ing out if v:e me vvho vte say v.re me , and that sorf· of lhing. 
I'm so na ive I f·hought you v;anl·ed lo g':: l- us a ll birthday presenis . 

HUMPHREY: You did? As a mali·e r of foct , hov; wou ld you li ke one of the Vic e 
Pres idential tie pins ? 

CAVETT: Can you spore th o! ? 
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HUMPHREY: Well 1 can't bur l' n1 willing to be generous. 

(App lause ) 

HUMPHREY: You'll notice !·hat the eag le 's wings on the Vice Presidential seal 
are down 1 I think it' s time lo get them up. 

CAVETT: ! ·und erstand . I really begged for that 1 didn 'l· I? 

·Here 's a c:ucstion from a -lady named Richie Gree n in our audience . 

It now becomes apparenl· ·thot if bol·h !·he Democr<r:·ic cmd Republican conventions 
-- tha!· 's at both the Democral ic ond Republican conven!-i ons 1 !·he de legates ' non-i inee nwy not 
ref lect thw wishes of the Amer ican peor) le . How do you fee l aboul· the poss ibi li ty of a ncd ional 
pr imary? 

HUMPHREY: I think it would be we ll if we could have a nationa l primary 1 but 
I wou ld say" lo the person !hat sent the quest ion in , !hot it vvoulcl be a lso we ll if we cou ld 
fig ure out hovt we v,rou ld pay for . it . 

The gener_a I e lect ions are very 1 very cos~ly . As a matter of foct 1 I wish to say' 
to the American peop le , that the problem of financ ing general elections for the office 
of the Presidency", for Governor , for Senotor , is getting to be such a big problem,,.that it 's 
a matter now of greot publ ic concern . We hove to fi nd some better way than we ·do now, 
from al l the large donors and al l the efforts thc1t we make scrwnbling around for money. 
I think it doesn't do American politics right. · · 

Now , if you have a nationa l primary you have a extra di mens ion of this fi nanci ng 
problem . But I th ink it has merit . I voted for this when the late Senal·or Kefauver offered 
such a reso lut ion in the Senate of the United States . 

. But I wouldn't wont you to think that the process wh ich VIe now have is so vile 
and bad as some porrray it. After a ll, the. convent ion system has been ·work ing pretty we ll 
since the time of Andrew Jackson . It gave us An.drew Jack son , it gave us Abraham Li ncoln., 
it gave us Grover Cl eve land , Woodrov.; VV il son , Fronk!in Rooseve !J- , Harry Truman , Dyv ight 
Ei senhower , John Kennedy , and Lyndon Johnson . It's worked preHy we II for !his country . 
And li le~a ll y hundreds of thouscmcls of peop le part ic ipate in th e porly strudure . 

And I don'! be li eve thCJt it does onyone good io lear down the po li tica l structure , 
tryi ng to make it opp8a.- as if il's ugly , unc lean and unvtorl·hy. The people who engage in 
·tryi ng to ke ep thcs~ politica l pc1rlies a li ve at horne do a job for !-his countr>' · We cCin't op21ate 
our governmcn1 wiihout po.litica l parJ·ies, and we oughJ· no!· to downgrodc !·hose who try to keep 
theil) a I ive . . . 
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I'll say lo the critics of the polilical parlies, the best way lo improvement is what I said to the you ng people, gel· in and p::nticipal·c . Quit stand ing on the sideline grum­bling and groaning and condemning and get on in !here and see if you can do something about it. Get yourself messed up a lial e bit in the fighi· of politics. It's easy lo sf-and on the sideline , you know , buJ· ge l· ~n in and get on the'fielcl of battle and come out with a few sca"rs and J·hen you'll know whal- polit·ics is a ll arout. 1!-'s easy lo talk aboul" , it is tough to work in, but it is fun, we vve lcome people in. 

CAVETT: We don't even have time for one more question . Oh, I'm son:y to 
hear that . 

Well , what do you do for fun? 

HUf\/1PHRE Y:. o:,, my groc ious . I love to dance. I like good music, like I heard tonight. I like to go swimming, I li ke logo fi shing . like to bowl. My wife beats me , 
but I enjoy it-. I say I enjoy it-. ... 

. . 
CAV ETT: Bowling? 

HUM PHREY: Yes . Yes, thank you very much . Tbnks for the clar ification . 

CAV ETT: 
ri ght back. 

t: 

We a I most bod a news break here. We have a message ancl V'/~ 'I r be 

* 

CAVETT: Mister Vic e Pres id ent r v;e have only 30 seconds life , and if I --well , let me thank you now. And \'1:1at V/OU ld you s?y in the remaining 20? 

HUM PHREY: I simply say thot I hope Americans will hove great faiih in their country and don't li sten to all those that downgrade it. I think it's time to sp~ok up for this country . I think it's time to huve faith in our democracy. And I thi nk it's,cbove all , ti me for ci tizens to get registered so that can vote and the n on e lect ion day to casJ- their vo le 
for the man of their choice . 

That's good citizensh ip one.! tha t's the way \vc 'll make fr eedom work . 

CAVETT: You had a 20 second speech , very good. 

(APPLAUSE ) 

CAVETT: Thank you for bc: ing here . 
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