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VICE PRESIDEN'f HUMPHREY INTERVIEWED 

EDWIN NEWMAN: Earlier in this hour we saw Vice President Humphrey 
spGaking last night. While a candidate's w01·k is never done, the Vice President is in 
our Washington studio this morning wi~h NSC News correspondent, Richovd Voleriani. 

Dick. 

VALERIANI: Thank you, Ed . And good morning. 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Good morning. 

VALERIANI: Mister Vice President, when you stari'ed campoigning, you were 
practicing what you called the politics of joy and the politics of happiness. You don't 
say that anymore, do you feel that maybe you misiudged the public ternparament? 

HUMPHREY: No, I was speaking for myself, Dick. What I v10s trying to indi­
cate was, that when you enter into something like a political campaign, you ought to do 
it with enthusiasm, it ought to be -- it ought to be on enriching and rewarding part of 
your life. 

I like public life and I like political activity. To me, it is a pa~·t of the happ­

iness of my life. 

I wasn't speaking for othe.-$, but I've noHced that when we get our group 
together, we get our fellow Democrats together, there's great enthusiasm . It isn't 
like a wake, it's -- it•s a conclave ~· a gathering of people that hove the desire to ger 
out and do something . As a moUe•· of fact, if we don't have enthusiasm somebody 
comments on it. 

SO, I don't retract the phrase a~ all. As a matter of fed, it comes from pretty 
good American ancesh·y: life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
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Now, if Thomas Jefferson and the authors of the DeclaraHon of Independence 
could find some happiness at the time of Volley Forge,. i think I con find a lil'tle happ­
iness in 1968. 

VALERIANI: In terms of eni·husiasm, Mr. Vice President, i~ do~sn°t seem thor 
your campaign has srruck any sparks yet . Are you wo-rried about this? 

HUMPHREY: Not at· <'All. As a matter of fact, I think it•s done very, very well. 

We've hod some wonderful gatherings, some very enthusiastic meetings . I 
thought the one we hlld las~· night was not· exaeHy a --a mourning sodery. it seemed 
to me like it was rather enthusiastic. 

Ow visit to San ft·ancisco was good. 

Every mee·Hng can't be enthusiastic. Some of them aro ius\· plain hard work. 
For example, when you sit down with the ciiy cooncil, as I did in Cleveland, working 
on municipal problems; spending two hou-rs with the mayor and the leaders of the city . 
That's hcvd work and that's good work. It's important wovk . 

Frequently we meei· wivh different loodership groups thi·ouglu:mt our country, 
in on sffo1t to have a continuing dialogue and consrruciiva contact . I think that's -­
while it may not be enthusiasHc., it's produc~ive. 

What's most important in poHYica is i·~ p1<'oducNvHy of H·, that is, what 
you're trying to do and who~ i~ yields, the constructive nrt~h.t•·e of it. 

And as the campaign comes along and when thra ReptJblic:ans select their nominee, 
I think we 'II have plcanty of enthusiasm and pi enty of l'€t~son to vmnt ~o go to wru·k . 

NEWMAN: Mister Vice President, this is Ed Ne\I'Jman in New York. 

You issued o statement yesh:~a·day, Mr. Vice President, iat which you said rbere 
mould be frel!t eied!O!'!$ in South Vietnam in which ~very g~·oup sl-lould takG ~ .. ~ . Does 
that inelud& the Na9-ioool tibere~tion front which is the political aim of too Vie~ Cong? 

HUMPHREY: Yes11 that indudecl every person ~·hat is willing to abicie by a 
peaceful,. free e!ecHon and to enguga in the peaceful processes of democracy. 

lhuva long felt this way, Mr. Nev>Jman, in fact, i've been advocaTing such o 
procedure now foro yoo;· and a lmff. 
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NEWMAN: Mister Vice President, in 1966 you said toot --and you soid 
yesterday that everybody must be prepared ~o accept the results of thct election --but 
in 1966, you said that having the Viet Cong or the NLF in o coaliHon government 
in VietCong (sic:) \.VOS -- be like -- would ba !ike putting a fo:r.t in the chicken coop 
and there wouldn't be any chic.kens fef~ •• . • 

HUMPHREY: Well, now •.•. 

NEWMAN: What made you dwnge your mind, sir? 

HUMPHREY: I htJven't c~nged my mind at oiL I've ohvGys believed in free 
elections, but I have ll'lot believed in imposing a Communist group in a governmen~, because 
history sHo\VS that when you impose one, such as were done-- os was done cafre.- World 
War II, that genaroHy iw.a government ceases to be a f~·ee government and becomes a 
Communist governnusn\· •••• 

NEWMAN: Suppose the Nf .... 

HUMPHRrEV: But --may I iusrt say that .••• 

NEWMAN: Sorry. 

HUMPHREY: Many -- many countries today h~ve the right to e!ect their depuries 
and their goven11men~s from aU different political pa•·ties. 

I moan, Communists are elected to pc:n·Hament in France. 'ffley're elected to 
parliament in the Scandincavian coun~vies. Th0y're elected to p<:wlioment in Hii!ly. These 
ave free elections where people are abie to participate, bu·t ~hey do no~ con~ol the 
government. 

Wha~ I em simply saying is, the nsle of ooo man and one vote is a good rule 
for o democ.vocy, and ••.• 

NEWMAN: In Apri I .•.. 

HUMPNREY: Yesf sir. 

NEWMAN: Sir, in Aptil, '66 you described the Na~ioooi UbercHon from· as 
a vront for Hanoi • 
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NEWMAN: Why then would you, if you believe that, allow thsm to take paft 
in an election •... 

HUMPHREY: I .••. 

NEWMAN: •.. in South Vie~nam? 

HUMPHREY: I would permit individuols~ regardless of their political persu­
asion, to take par~ in an election in Vietnam jt.Jst az wa do here. Communists ccm run for 
office in ~he Unif'ed StatGs, I see no reason why thsy shouldn't be able to l'un for office 
in Vietnam. 

I don't think they'll bG eleded. I doubt that they'd aver take ov~S,.. Thst·e's 
never bean a Communist governmen~ freely elect~d. 

Who$· I'm concerned abQut is that, so.1fla people want to impose on a free people 
a Commun;st government. I'm not wo1-ried that a fvee peopfe is going to impose on themselves 
a Communist government. 

VALERIAN&: Mister Vice Presidentr this runs divactly counh:w to the views of 
the South Vietttamese Government. They've iu.st imprisoned ths pr<llsidenHal candidate 
who ran second in last yetJr's clecrion for advocating peace talks with ·rhe Viet Cong. . 

HUMPHREY: Well, I think they're \v.·ong in cloing whav they'v(i done. And 
I'm not $peaking for the South Vietoomeoo Government, I'm speaking for myself. I have 
always believ~ in the free processes of o free election and a free c:hoiea. 

And if the people of South Vietnam wHsh to elect o government tmti· includes 
within H- forces and individuals i'oot I do not approve of, rhat's their ~-ight. As a mai·ter of 
fact, once in a while, there are elections in the United States whei·e people are elec~ed 
tha~ I donrt approve of. 

VALERIAN!: WeJI 6 wouldn~t we have to impose on them to get' them ~o reform? 

HUN\PHREY: free eledi(ms is not an imposition, if you ~lieve in ~he d·amo­
cratic process. And I rhink we're Viying to split heirs here. What we'•-e reaUy trying s·o 
say, and what I'm trying to say, is that t in a oounhly that -- where we wish .-- where we 
wish to sq:e represen~ative govemment, that the right of an individual to n.m for office cmd 
to vote is a very precious right. 
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I'm saying that a democ1atic society should parmi~ people of all gt·oups ~o be 
active participants in the political pt·ocess. I'm also saying tha~, tho~· is no~ imposing 
a rule on anybody, what ii is, is permitNng one man, one vo\·e, ler the moiority rule 
and let the minority participate. 

VALERIANI: Well, from the U. S. bargaining poin~, Mr. Vice President, 
how much are we restricted by th~ refusal of South Vie~nam to go oiong with ony kind 
of democraNc refotm ? 

HUMPHREY: WGII, I think the govevmnent of South Via~rn;~ has done a great 
deal in terms of democratic •·eform. After ali, first of aU, they had to hC~ve some eledions. 
It's the governmen~ of North Vietnam that hGls had no democratic refonns. 

There has been a change in the government in recent rnon~hs with Q n®W Prime 
Minister, one who has been looked upon as a very courageous and pc.ttrioiic and a dedic­
ated man; a man of democratic inclina~iom end democratic -- the democroric stand. I 
believe that government is making progress. 

What Pm saying is tha~, at a negotiaHng table, if you 0ra really looking for a 
political settlement, you have to make some concessions. 

A'ld while th® present government o·f South Vietnam has a bot! upon even nelJt­
ralists, as well as the NLF, I'm Mllying s·hctt this is one of the adiustmen~s tha~ couJd be 
well made within the confines of our tradWons and within the confines of wha'l' I consider 
as -- is responsibility; rn:nnely that all people porric.ir:mte in thGS political ~·ocess in a free 
elecHon, supervised so that tmwe 's n~ coerc:ion or in~imidarion. 

How anybOdy ccn be against that in this counn·y is beyond me . New, there 
may be some in other oount,·ies their a~·e agains~ it, bu~· in the United S~tes we believe in 
free political pnrticipgtion, and so do ~hey --so do people in mod aH n·ee countries . 

So, l think it's a good stand ~o take.:r <.md Pm perfectly willing to rasi' my c:ose 
on the rigf1t of the psople to setae~· whomever they wish to ,·un their coun~ty. 

VAlERIANi: When do you exped to make public you;· position papet on South­
eas~ Asia ond Vietnam? 

HUMPHREY: WaU, from time to time, I've bean speaking out on diffenant 
aspects of my views on Vietoom, such cs ceasefh·e, 'the righs- of free elections, economic 
development t the necessii'y of the United Sto~es mcma fully equipping and h·aining rhs 
army of South Viah'ltlm, so ~hoi it can C",.aooucr ih own self defense. 
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I thcught thar we would take these items p1·etty much one by one 1 discuss 
them as we are, and then, at on opp1·opriate time,. summarize them into a posiHon paper. 

You may have notic<ed the other day that I e;dended my entl1usiatic support 
to the pt·oposal of the National Commi~tea for a Politico I Settlement in Vietnam. This 
committee is chaired by Clark Ken·. 

I had one caveat or one elaboration, !'lamely on the ceasefire, wher-e I would 
ask thot there be son'u?J act of i'aciprodry from the Noi·~h. I think the Amari con people 
have a righi to enpect that the No~·th will i'espond some --in some consh·uctive way to 
what we•ve already done, namely to limit the bombing \·o south of the 19th Parallel. 

VALERIAN!: Sorry to interrup~, Mr. V~ce President~ but our time is up. 
Thank you very muc:.h. 
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