
Statement by Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey 

September 2, 1968 

Now that the Democratic and Republican Parties have concluded 

their conventions, and the Presidential campaign is about to begin, 

I believe both candidates s h ould make absolutely clear that they 

sh are a basic cog mitment to th e cu c c es s of t h e peace neg9 tiations 

now taking place in Paris. 

Both political parties, in their platforms , pledge their commitment 

to an honorable and lasting peace in Southeast Asia. 

I I Neither political party1 in its platform, gave any reason to the 

on North Vietnam that we support our government and its negotiators_. 

~ The Government of North Vietnam shou ld clearly understand that it is 

not in its interest to continue the killing and the accompanying psychol ogical 
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( 
warfare in the hope that partisan debate in America might create 

dissension here which would lead to a weakening of American deter-

mination either on the battlefield or at the negotiating table1 North 

Vietnam must understand that a political campaign in the United States 

will not result in granting to North Vietnam concessions which it 

cannot obtain through the legitimate processes of negotiation now 

underway in Paris. 

The time to negotiate is now, not later. The time to stop the 

( killing is now, not later )~~'11~11::=' •••?lllt•••-~•Ffll'•••llli,lldW>•IIsllll?lli:li??i,li"lliblllleiliq.L 
..,_ 

in }Tj rliU 2 aad tiki! I i 1p e die 6 g 6 0 CI£11IIM ta bould proqred promptly 

s~semg J I II!! \dtb me jp BE8h8 th ii 3 I eqnncnt sf HOi 1!!'1. 

V'ktna2 Et pi L 1 r d pAW W' :] nezotiathnli· 
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