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MESSAGE FOR AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 
MEETING 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
SEPTEMBER S, 1968 

My message this afternoon is directed to a particular -- but 

substantial -- group within the American Political Science Association: All 

those who write, edit, revise, re-issue, collect, or publish text books, case 

studies or other learned tracts on American government. 

And my message is simply this: prosperity is just around the corner. 

By the time the Democrats next gather in National Convention in 1972, we will 

have completed a full scale modernizing and restructuring of the Democratic 

Party. Today that process stands at mid-passage; but when it is finished four 

years hence, all your publications will have to be revised, re-issued and 

resold. And out of such opportunities are wealthy political scientists made. 

These historic developments have been largely obscured by the tragedy 

and turmoil of the Presidential primaries and the controversies surrounding 

last week's Democratic National Convention. Yet these changes are so signifi-

cant and their impact on the American political system likely to be so far­

reaching, I felt it appropriate to discuss them this afternoon. 

One common theme emerges from the decisions reached by the Credentials 

and Rules Committees and by the Convention itself: persons previously outside 

the party structure are demanding and receiving a far greater role in making 

decisions. The emphasis is clearly on broader popular participation, involve-

ment, and responsibility. 

I say that these injections of new blood and vitality into the party 

structure will be crucial factors in this nation's ability to solve many of 

the urgent challenges now before us. To borrow from the pen of my friend, 

Clinton Rossiter: "No America without democracy, no democracy without politics, 

no politics without parties ••• " 

Important gains were achieved this year and, more significantly, the 

groundwork was laid for even more basic reforms before 1972. I make this 

prediction: the face of American politics will be fundamentally different 

because of the decisions which the Democrats made last week in Chicago. 
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First, the Cred~nt:i.als Cb11Rlli'l-tee, building on the action of the 1964 

National Convention which estabii~hed a Special Equal Rights Committee, 

recomma1ded to the Convention and the Convention accepted these historic 

decisions: 

The seating of an entire challenging delegation from Mississippi 

because of the racial barriers which had been imposed in selecting the regular 

delegation. 

The seating of both the regular and challenging delegations from 

Georgia with the delegate votes divided between them. 

-- Requiring of the Alabama and other challenged delegations to 

subscribe to a good faith pledge that delegates to the National Convention 

would not puulicly support the nominees of any other r~tional party in the fall 

election. 

As one who participated in working out the 1964 compromise over the 

Mississippi challenge -- and as one who received some criticism over the 

terms of that compromise -- I want to emphasize that the decisions of 1964 

provided the basis f ur the successful challenges of 1968. Where discrimination 

or exclusion existed~ the Credentials Committee and the Convention acted with 

dispatch. This was u maj0r fo~·ard step in ridding the Democratic Party of 

racial discrimination in t.~e se:!. ';';ct ior. of Convention delegates. Governor 

Richard Hughes and his Committee did a remarkable job of deciding these 

bitterly fought challenge3. 

And, I might add, the Democrats' record in this regard contrasts 

sharply with the behavior of our Republican brethren in Miami Beach. For 

those among you disposed to1-1ard model-building, I would offer the Republican 

gathering .... as the model of the closed convention. 

Other credentials challenges raised issues which were beyond the 

criteria for seating delegates in the Cell of the 1968 Democratic National 

Convention. Following the pattern of 1964, however, the Credentials Committee-­

while it lacked authority to act this year--laid the groundwork for these 

additional criteria to be relevant next time around. 

In particular, upon the recommendation of the Credentials Committee, 

the Convention directed the Democratic National Committee to establish a 

special Committee of the Party to: 

broaden participation in delegate selection; 
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ohanges in State laws and party rules; 

review the timeliness of delegate selection; 

assist the States in complying with the continuing 

requirement in the Call to the next Convention for 

full participation in party affairs by all members 

regardless of race. 

I will recommend strongly to the Democratic National Committee that 

this special Conmittee be established before the end of 1968 - and that 

adequate staff resources be provided to begin immediately the job of implemen­

ting these objectives in all States. 

These are all highly const-r.uctive reforms and I intend to do everything 

in my power to see them implemented fully. 

Other significant reforms were achieved in the rules of the National 

Convention. Under the chairmanship of Governor Sam Shapiro of Illinois, the 

Rules Committee and the Convention: 

laid the groundwork for the prohibition of the unit 

rule at all future Conventions; 

prohibited the use of the unit rule in any part of the 

process of delegate selection for future Conventions; 

and required that the delegate selection process occur within 

the calendar year of the next nominating Convention and be 

open to all party membership. 

Furthermore, these changes are not merely proposals or recommendations. 

The Convention adopted mandatory language for the Call of the Convention to be 

issued in 1972. This language requires the enforcement of provisions on the 

unit rule, on the timeliness of delegate selection, and on opening the 

selection process to participation by all Democrats in each State. 

The precedents and rules of party conventions are mysterious and 

confusion rituals -- even when past practices have been compiled in printed 

manuals or when the Proceedings of past Cgnventions are available. 

This year, the Convention ordered a special Rules Commission to codify 

the rules governing the Convention and its preliminary Co.nmittees -- to be 

available prior to the 1972 Convention. Recommendations for revision and 

other rules changes will also come from the new Rules Commission. 
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The Convention Proceedings ~hemseives are basic documents in American 

politics -- as basic as the Congressional Record. This year, I am recommending 

to the Democratic National Committee that the publication of the 1~68 Proceedings 

be expedited to make them available to scholars and others as rapidly as 

possible. If I am not mistaken, it usually takes about three and one-half years 

to get this job done -- so there is plenty of room for improvement. 

This year we also adopted a rule forbidding prolonged floor demonstra­

tions and limiting the time of nominating and seconding speeches. And I didn't 

encounter one delegate who missed the balloons. 

For historical purposes, I \oJant to note at this point that a number 

of these proposals were contained in a letter I sent to the Chairman of the 

Rules C~ittee before it met in Chicago. Governor Hughes of Iowa, Governor 

Hughes of New Jersey, and many others, participated in similar recommendatiQDs. 

The Democratic Party Platform also proposed some highly important 

reforms of our election processes. It called for: 

public funding of campaign expenses through Federal 

income tax credits; 

consideration of presidential primaries throughout the 

nation and reform of the Electoral College and presidential 

election procedures; 

"removing all remaining ~arriers to voter registration." 

In my language this means the establishment of a publicly 

financed system of automatic voter registration by the States. 

This basic reform is long overdue. It is, moreover, the logical 

next step now that the most serious problems of overt discrimina­

tion in voting are being corrected through the Voting Rights Act 

of 1965. 

Finally -- and I think it is only appropriate to note this -- the 

Convention machiuar,v worked effectively to permit an informed, intelligent, 

and thorough public debate on the Platform Resolution relating to Vietnam. 

Some have called this the most constructive debate held on this issue ir. many 

months. The Convention and the nation were better for the debate havtng taken 

place. 
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would be necessary in order to qualify for seating at the 1Q72 Convention. 

I respectfully co~nd this suggestion to President David Easton 

and his associates for their consideration. 

Last week at the Democratic National Convention -- in a most 

difficult and tension-ridden situation -- the processes of democratic government 

and majority rule worked. The Democrats faced up to some of the most difficult 

and controversial issues ever brought to any National Convention for decision -­

issues which split the ranks of all Presidential candidates -- but issues which 

truly represented the real concerns and convictions of millions of Americans. 

I say this is compelling evidence of the Party's determination to 

remain relevant to the needs and demands of the people. 

Despite the disorder and violence which we all deplore, the 

Democratic Party emerged from this testing with its sights firmly fixed on the 

goal of modernizing and democratizing its structure and procedures. 

I say this bodes well for the long-term health of the Democratic 

Party. 

I say this bodes well for America. 

* * * * 
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A .P .S.A. Meeting 

Washingtont D.C. 

September 5 • 1968 

My message this afternoon is directed to a partic\llar --

but substantial -- group within the American Political Science 

Association: all those who write, edit, revise, .-e-issue, collect, 

or publish text books, case studies or other learned tracts on American 

government. 

Any my message is simply this: prosperity is just around 

the corner. By the time the DEmocrats next gather in National Con-

vention in 1972. we w lll have completed a near revolutionary restructuring 

of the Democratic Party. Today that process stands at mid-passage; 

but when it is finished four years hence, all your publications will 
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have to be revised, re-issued and resold. And out of such oppor-

tunities are wealthy political scientists made. 

These historic developments have been largely obsoured 

by the tragedy and turmoil of the Presidential primaries and the 

controversies surrounding last week's Democratic National Convention. 

Yet these changes are so significant and their impact on the American 

political system likely to be so far-reaching, I felt it appropriate to 

discuss them this afternoon. 

One common theme emerges from the declaione t>eached 

by the Credentials and Rules Committees and the Convention: the 

people are demanding and t>eceiving a far gt>eater role in making decisions. 

The emphasis is clearly on participation, involvement, and greater 
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J>esp-oa.sibility tor peraoaa pl"evioualy ou.taide the political proceaa. 

lrnpo~ant gaw were achieved this year at the Democratic:: 

National Convention and the groundwork was laid for ev.n more baste 

J'eforma before 197Z. 

Fuat, bUilding o the action of the 1964 National Convention 

establishing a Spe"Cial Equal Rights Committee o£ the National Democratic 

Pal'ty, the Credentials Committee recommended and the Convention 

supported the following historic actions: 

.... The seating of an entire challenging delegation from 

Mississippi because of the racial barriers in the process 

of eelectlng the regular delegation . 

... - Disciplining of the Georgia Party whose delegate 

selection process was so narrowly conceived as to be 
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a moc.kery on fair representation. Both the 

regu.la.r and challenging delegatlou were seated and 

the delegate votes divided between them 

...... Requiring of the Alabama and otber challenged 

delegations a good faith pledge that delegates to this 

Convention would not publicly support the nominees 

of any other oatlonal party in the fall election. 

A• one who participated ln workina out the 1964 compromise 

over the Mtasieaippi challenge --and as one who received some eritlcism 

over the terms of that eompromlae ... I wa.nt to emphasize that the 

groundwork we laid in 1964 provided the basis for the su.cceasfw 

<:ballengee of 1968. Where discrimination or exclusion existed, the 
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Credttntials Committee and the Convention acted wlth dispatch. This 

was a major forward step in ridding the Democratic: Pal'ty of l'&ci&l 

dlac:rim.ination in the selection of Convention delegates. 

And, I might add, the Democr-ats• behavior in this regard 

contrasts with the actions of our Republican brethren in Miami Beach. 

Othezr credentials challenges raised issue• wbieh were 

not included aa criteria for seating delegatee in the Call to the 1968 

National Convention. Following the pattern of 1964. the Credentials 

Committee ·- while lt lacked authority to act thl11 year -- laid the 

groundwork for these criteda to be relevant next time around. 

In particular, upon the recommendAtion of the Credentials 

Committee, the Conventioa dire~ted the Democratic Na-tional Committee 

/ 
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to establish a special Committee of the Party to: 

-- broaden participation in delegate selection; 

..... assist State parties in bringing about appropriate 

changes ln State laws and party rulea; 

-- review the timeliness of delegate selectioni 

-- assist the States ln complying with the continuing 

requirement in the Call to the next Convention foJ' 

full IHlrtic:ipation in pa~ty affairs by all members 

regardless of race. 

1 will recommend strously to the Democratic National 

Committee that this special Committee be established before the end 

of 1968 .... and that adequate staff resoarc:ea be provided to begiu 

immediately the job of implemeating these objectives 111 all States. 



Other historic reforms were achieved in the rules of 

the National Convelltion. Under the chairmanship of Governor Sam 

Shapiro of Illinois, the Rules Committee and the Convention: 

-- restricted the application of the unit rule at the 1968 

Convention, and laid the 1roundwork for its prohibition 

at all future Conventions; 

-- prohibited the uae of the unit rule in any part of the process 

of delegate selectionj 

-- and required that the delegate selection process occur 

wlthtn the calendar year Of the next nominating Conven-

tion and be open to all party members hip. 

Furthermore, these change• 1 have outlined are not merely 

proposal• or recommendations. The Convention adopted mandatory 
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language for the Call of the Convention to be issued in 1972. This 

language -requires the enforcement of proviatons on the unit rule, on 

the timeliness of delegate selection, and on opening the selection 

process to participation by all Democrats in each State. 

The precedents and rules of party conventions are 

mysterious and confusing rituals - .. even when past practice over 

the years has been compiled in printed manuals or when the Proceedings 

are available. 

The 1968 Democratic Convention ordered a special Rules 

Comm.iaskn to codify the rules governing the Convention and its pre-

liminary Committees -- to be available tn time for the 1972 Convention. 

Recommendations for revision &tld basic rules changes will also come 
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from the new Rulea Commission. 

The Proceedings themselves are bade documents in 

American politics ... as basic aa the Congreaaional Record. Thia 

year I am recommending to the Democratic National Committee that Ua 

publication of the 1968 Proceedings be expedited to make them available 

to scholars and others as rapidly as poaelble. lf I am not mistaken, 

it usually takes abo11t three and one-half years to get this job done -· 

so there is plenty of room !or improvement. 

This year we also adopad a rule forbidding prolonged 

floor demonstrations and limiting the time of nominating and seconding 

speeches. 

.For historical pl.lrposes, I want to note at this point that 
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a n\lmber of these proposals were contal11ed in a letter I sent to the 

Cbairma11 of the Rule& Committee before it met i11 Chicago. Governor 

Hughes of Iowa, Governor Hughes of New Jersey, and many others. 

participated in similar reeommendatio11s. 

This was indeed an open Convention -- a Co11vention marked 

by an overwhelming desire of the deleaates to continue the moder11b;ation 

of party machinery started in 1964. 

The Democratic: Party Platlorm should not go unnoticed 

in its propotals for reform of our election processes. It calls for: 

-- public fundlQ& of campaign expenses th:rough Federal 

income tax credits; 

-- consideration of presidential prhnaries throughout the 

nation and reform of the Electoral Colleae and preaidenUal 
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eleetion procedures; 

-- "removing all remaining barriers to voter registration." 

In my la.ngu.a.ge this simply means the establishment of 

a publicly financed system of automatic voter registration 

by the States. This basic reform is long overdue. 

It is. moreover, the logical next step now that the most 

serious problems of overt discrimina.tion are being 

corrected through the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 

Finally -- and 1 think it is only appropriate to note this 

the Convention machinery worked effectively to permit an huormed. 

intelligent, and thorough public debate on the Platform Resolution 

relating to Vietnam. Some have called thia the moi!Jt constructive 
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debate held on this issue tn many months. The Convention and the 

nation were better for the debate having taken place. 

In regard to the violence w hlch • o dominated onr TV 

screens last week .... and which disrupted and made even more difficult 

th important work of the Convention -· 1 am pleaaed to learll the 

National Commission on Violence will undertake a thorough investigation 

of these dlstreeaing incidents. The .Amedcan people demand .... and 

they have every right to receive -- a full and complete report on what 

actually occurred. 

In closing, I would like to offer a s~gestion that has been 

cleared with absolllt ly no one: Under the sponsorship of the American 

Political Science Aseoc1a.t1on, or uncler the anspicee of a Commlasiat. 

it might create, there no exists a unique oppo:a.-tunity for political 
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scientists to aasiat in the reform and revision of our preaidential 

nominating process and the modernization of party organizatio1111. 

It goee without saying that any such effort should be 

non-partisan. The rules and procedures of the Republican Party 

are just as muc:h in need of objective, schol&rly study as are those of 

the Democrat• -· a~td so are the State laws that regulate both major 

parties and all third parties that currently exist or may be created. 

I would hope that an A.P.S.A. Commission would be availa.ble 

to assist the State government• in the reconai<leratlon and revision o! 

these State laws. In many States substantial revision• will be needed 

if delegate selection processes are to occur within the calendar year ln 

which the National Convention takel place -- as well as in the manner 

which the Democ:.rata agreed woald be necessary in order to qualify 
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for seating at the 1972 Conventio11. 

I r-eapectflllly commend thla suggestion to Prea.idetlt 

David Ea.aton and b.ts aasoc:i&tea for their serious c•sideration. 

Last week at the Democratic National Convention ..... in a 

most difficult and tension-ridden situation -- the proeesaea ol democratic 

government and majority rule worked. The Democ:ratl fac;•d up to 

some of tiM most dUfic:ult and controversial issues ever brOQght to 

any National Co11Yentlon foz decision -- issu.es which split the ranks of 

aU Presidential caadidates .... but issues which truly repl'eteuted the 

real concerns and convictions of millions ol Amerieana. 1 say thie is 

eompelllns evidence of the Party'• determination to remain relevant 

t.o the needs and demands o£ the peopl•. 
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Despite the disorder and violence which we all deplore, 

the Democratic Party emerged from this testing with its lights firmly 

fixed on the goal of modernizing and democratizing its structure and 

proc:ed1.uoea. 

I say this bodes well for the long-term health of the 

Democratic Party. 
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\ViU t:a•,rc to b0 revised. re-issued and resold • .A11d out of such 

opro:;.•\.l.:mit~ec ;J.re wealthy political scientists _1at.;; . 
/ 

disc us .... t!lem this afte:-noo~ . 
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is clec.riy on broader popular pa:"ticip:J.tion, ~n.voivcme:::..tt 

l'CS ?OUC ibility. 

I :.;ay that theee injections oi uew blood :1nd vit;;.lhy into 

the pa ty st:t"~cturc wiU be crucial factors in thic, ~;::,tion's ability to 

solve n1any of the tn·gctlt challenges nov.' befol"e us . To bo;;.- ·o\v fror£1 

r~o demo:::racy v:i hout politics , no politics w;::hot:.t pa;;:ties .... 11 

Impo:z.-tant gains were achieved this ye~r ..:..ncl, rno:t•·.::; 

ei:;n.iHcantly, the groundwork was laid for ever.:. mc:.:e basic r-::fo·r::-.s 

/ 

b~forc 1972.. I ~nake thi£& prediction: the f'-lce cf American politicz 

wHl b~ :?w.l7.camentally dH.ferent because of the dcciolor.:.s which th:: 

Dcr."loc.:a.t.s made last week in Chicago. 

-"' -,--
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Fil'st the Credentials Committse, . build:ng on the action 

o£ t!H; 1964 N"-tioual Con.venti<.>n which ea ::~bli.r:.:hccl a Sped;::.l Eq::.::..l 

Ri::;h.ts C;..-.mmi!:tee~ l'ecommcnded to the Conven ion. and the Conven.tio::l. 

'. 

been imposed in. sel.()cting the regular delez<:..don . 

~- The ae.uting of beth the rcgulr.ir r~nd challen.gi.ng 

delegations from Georgia with the delegate voLs __ --~- ____ ----

divided between them. 
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Requiring o! the Alabama and other ch.allenged I 

'elegations to subscribe to a good faith pledge that 

delegate~ to~ the National Convention \<; ould z:.ot publicly 

support the nomin.ees of any" other n:1t.ional p.:u·ty ·n the 

fall election. 

iHJ one who participated in working out the 1964 ccr.:1p~orr:i...;c 

ove1:- :he r.Ht::aiasi.ppi challenge -- and as one who receivec~ o ome 

criticism eve:- ~;he terms of that con'lp:romise -- I \-;1ant to emphasize I. 

t1~:: tho dccioion.s cf 1964 provided the basis f.or tl:c succceJsful 

c:"lallcngcs of. 1968 . Where discrimin.atiorl or exclusion existed) the 

C::edcntials Committee and the Convet:.tion. acted with dist:::::.t ... ~ . Tl:is 
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a:.sc::i:~i!!.atio:"! b th._ selection of Convention delegatee. Gcve-·:_o!' 

·-
~ichz.:;:c :-rur:;he.:;. ~r:.d his Committee did a l·e:n::t:·tc.ble job o£ clccidi~3 

tr~'=!S e b:::te.: . y fo-.!ght cl:-.allen.ges . 

I • 

}n"d, ! might add , the De moe::~ s' l'ecord in this ::c~a::.~.::! 

t;O::t:;:-::.st.o charply with· ·he behavior of our T~epttblic2.n b::-cthrc .• in 

!.'.iL: ... ::~l B ~ch . :?or ·those among you disposed toward model - :.. •tld~~.::, 

I \vould O'!.'icr the Republican gathcr·ns as the model of the cloacd 

Other cl·edentials chaUcn5e!:i raised issues which ncr\:: 

beyond t~<.e c:d~cri<l for se~tlng delegates ia t' .. e Call o£ the 1.963 Dc:1~ c:.·~ti.c 

N:;:.~:c~a: Convcutiot!. Following the ~attel·n of 1964, .hO\~cve:.·. the 

C::;.;.dc-:1.:klo CommHtce -- while it lacked autho:· ty to act thi::; yea .. 

lo. iO.: the grcundwor k for these additional critel"ia to be :.·clcv-...... :.1t next 
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In p:1rticula:r, upon the recorm:ne::1dat· o~ o! the C::edcnti:..lD 

Ccr-•mi.:tee ~ the Convention directed tha Dcmoc:l:'atie National Comrr.ittce 

to establish a special Committee of t'1e Pa::ty to: 

- - b oaclen participation in delegate selection; 

-- assist State parties in bringing abou.t a p.ropric.tc 

changca in State laws and party ru co; 

1 .. cview the timeliness o£ ddegate selcctio~; 

- - asri.lict the States in complying with the continuins 

rc ... uiremeut in. the Call to the r:',e:.:.t Convention C:4 

regardless of race. 

I will recornmend strongly to the Demccrat:ic K::.tim:.d 

Com.-:1ittee i;hat this special Committee be established before the c:1d 



- 9- i· 

-- and required that the delegate selection p£"ocess occc.:: 

-..vithin the calendar year o.t the next nomin.atinc Co!lvention. 

and be open to all party membership . . 

!?urthermore~ these c hanges a;,.•e not merely proponals o:: 

r<Jcommend.:!tions . The Convention adopted man-1.~to;:y_ langu::tge fo:· 

~he Cs.ll o· the Convention to be issued 'u 1972. T is language requires 

: 
t:he e::-~fo~·ccr~>ent of provisions on the unit rule t on the timelh:esc o! 

ddcg;?.te selection, and on opening the selection process to p~=tici;:;ation 

by ;:;..ll Democrats in each State . · 

The precedents and rules of party conve:;;.t- on.s ~re 

rnyste:-iouo and confusing :::-ituals -- even when paSt practices have 

·!:.leC:ri col.."J."lpiled in printed manuals or when the Proceedings of pas t 
I . 

Cor:.ventions are avC'.l.ilable . ... 
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:'his vcz:.l· the Convention ordered a specic..l Rules ~ . 

Comr.::l:!;:;siol to codify be rules gov~:n1ing the Convention t.:..ncl its 

FrclL--n.!:~ry Committees - - to be available prior to the 1972 Con.vcnt~o:-:.. 

:f:o!:1 the new Rules Commission. 

Th<; CoJivention Froceedinzs themsc ves <lre baeic docu.:ne;:1i::s 

)'C:J.~ ! r::rn recommend'ng t o the Democ::2.tic National Ccmr-c~it!:co that 

tb. ... pu·;;ucation of the 1968 Proceedings be expedited to make them 

c::.v:-.ilable to scholars and others as :rapidly as possible. If I am r:.ct 

n'1!st::.kect it usually t:lkcs about three and one -.half years to get thie job 

.1one -- so there is plenty of I." com £c.:: improvem nt. 

This year we aloe adopted a .t•ule £orbiddl:1z prolo.::ged 
/ 

iloo::- c e mcn.strat:ion.s nd limiting the time of nom't'!ating and, sucon.ciin.g 
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),..;-:;·.::hc::i . A:::.cl! didn't encounter one ddege~.t(! who n1isscd the L.:J.lloono . 

Fo ... h' ... to:dcal purposes. ! wo..ut to note at tUs ?c:.nt t~·ua.r.: 
/ 

- au~-.. "lbcr o! these propooals were cont~ined in \'l lette1· I ec .t to the 

Cha'r:::!lO.>l of the Rules Commi tee bc.fo:.-c it met in Chicago . GcYcrnc._ .. 

of !c .va , Gove~:nor Hughes of New J c~scy, and n:12.n)' othc::-o"' · .... __ -
pa:.:ticip::~tc.::l in cimiUlr i:ecommendations . 

The Dcmocrc.tic Party Pb.tic·rm also proposed some highly 

:..~-:lpwrtan:: reforms cf ou!" electiotl p:&7occ&ses . It called ..:o::: 

p 'blic fundins of camp::d.gu e.A.pense~ thl"ough F-ederal 

consideration of p1·esidc~ti:l.l p:.-!murics throLt:Yhc t the 
I 
I • 

I 
nation :1nd reform of t~te Eloctc:·o.l Colle!'7e and presiC.c:1~~.:..l 

election procedu1·~a; 
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11 cmoving all remaining barriers to v·oter reg:otradoi'l. 11 

In my language this means the establishment of a 

publicl~,r fin.anced system of automatic voter l"egictration 

I' 

bl the States . This basic refor1n is long cvc4·duc. 
I 

!t is, moreovet· , the logical next step now thct the moat 

~ ~::erious problems of overt discrimination in votine o.::.·c 

! 
being corrected through the Voting Rights Act of. 1965. --· _j - -- ·"'-.:::-··-

Finally -- aod! think it is only appropriate to no~c this 

Ccnvendon machinery worked effectively to peTmit an 'nformed, 

it'ltellit;.ent . and thot·ough public debate ott the Platform Resch: ion 

:t•c:atin.6 to Vietnnm. Some have called this the most cpnstructive 

I' 

a(~·:.:~::tte he- d on this issue in many months. The Convention and the 

n;:,~ioc wcro better for the debate having taken place. 
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In re~a1·d to the violence which ~o dom'•'-::.tcd ou:- T .V . 

cc1·ce.~:3 la:::c week -- and which disrupted and w..ade even mo:oe d~fficult 

.::!c i::r.po:::-tant work of the Convention -- I am pleased to lea:..·n t e 

F t!.c11a l Corr.:.misdon on the Causes and Prevent' on of Violence wi: 

Ul~c;:ota ·co. tho:::ouzh f.nveo.tign.tion oi these distreesinr; inc"dent~ . 

·::.'he American people demand --and they have every right to receive --

a fdl a~'!.d complete report on what actually occurred. .f.. nd v;e mu.:::t 

ct vi::>e w~yn to p..-event its recurrence in the political 1i Ae o! this emocr.:..cy. 

I would like to offer a suggestion th~t has been ( 

\ 
cLa:.:eci wich absolutely no one: Under the sponsorship of the Ame:.·icc.n \ 

' \ 

:!:'o :tical Science As~ociation, or under the auspices oi c. Commise:ion 

~t r.:1i.ght create, there now exists a unique oppo_ tunity fot> poEtical 

sC:c:.tists to assist in the refo:m and revidoo. of our ?residc::.tial 

\ . 
l 
I 
' 

I . . 
i 
I 
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no:-.~ir~:::.tine p:::ocess ~nd the model"nizaUon of pn.rty organizations . 

It goes without saying that any ouch effort ehould bo 

r;. .... 1 - ~::J.rtis;.:.n . The 1·ules and procedures of the Republican Pal:'ty 

:..r~ j\l::,t as much in ecd of objective , scholarly utudy a a arc those of 

the Democrats - ~ and so are the State laws that regulate both majOl' 

f>:>..:t:ie;:; ~nd .::.11 t!:z.isd partieo that c ur r ently exist or may be cre<lted . 

I vvould hope that an .A . P .S .A . Commission w.ould be availa'!:Jle 

to t.ssist the State governments in the reconside1·ation and revision of 

t::~sc State laws and to work with the Democrats ' special Committee 

tb.at will be eatablishcd . In many States substrmtin;l revisions will be 

c.eede:d i: delegate selectio11 p>7oceaees al"e to occu:~.· within the calenda:r 

yc~:: b. which the National Convention takr.;,s plnce .. _ as well $/.s ~n tb.e 

=-~~.:lm4cr which the DemocNlts agreed .would be neceseary in o::der to 

I 

I 
I 
I 
i 

I 
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q •...:.ali~:; for seating o.t the 1972 Convention. 

I :.•e.sp~ctfully commend this suggestion to President David 

Ec:ston and his e.ssociates for t'.cir consideratiot'l . 

'. 

Last week at·thc Democratic National Convention - - in a \ 
I 

n::ost difficult and tension - ridden situation -- the processez o:f clemcc!'::;;~c 1
• 

I 
government a.nd rr..ajority rule worked . The Demccl·ats £:8.-ccd up to I / 

scm<~ c.f the most difficult and controversial ir:H3U0S ever br'ought to I 
I 

iseucs which s!pit the ranks' of I 
-- -.......... --- r---

o.il Presidential candidates -- but issues which truly represented the t 

~L:l_Y 'l\!at'onal Convention f.or decision 

' real concerns and convictions of millions oi ~A. mericans . 

I 
I say this is compelling evidence of the Party's dctcrr~ination I 

to rcm.:,i n relevant to the needs and demands of the people. I 
~ 
I 
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Despite the .. isorder- and violence which we all deplore, 

t:1e Democratic Pa~:ty eme:~.-ged from this testing with its sights £irr:-... !y 

ii.xccl on the gcal of modernizing and dernoc:ratizing its :;:tru.ctm.·e and 

p;:ccedurcs . 

! say this bodes well for the lou.g-term health of the_ 

Democratic Paxty .• / 

I say this bodes well £01: America . 

* * * 
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