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I choose this occasion to ~ake the opening address of my campaign 

for the Presidency of the United States. 

I intend to lay before you -- and before the American people -- my 

thoughts on what I conceive to be one fundamental issue of this election to 

the future o f this country. 

These are somber and difficult tices -- times ill-suited to exaggerated 

rhetoric or traditional campaign appeals. 

We must look frankly and openly at our problems. And we must be equally 

candid in presenting our thoughts on how these problems can be resolved. 

These are decidedly not the times for silence or evasion or artfully 

constructed appeals to fears or emotion. 

However great the temptation ••• however attractive the sltort-run 

gains, the dangers of anything less than complete forthrightness are too grave 

to countenance. 

It is in this spirit that I lay before you my convictions on the choice 

which confronts t l.•e American people in this Presidential election. 

The cboice is simply this: Shall we -- as a nation -- move forward 

toward one society of opportunity and justice, or shall we abandon this 

commitment out of fear and prejudice and move instead toward a fractured and 

separated society -- black against white; rich against poor; comfortable against 

left-out? 

The decision we make this year will, in fact, answer this question 

for ourselves, for our children, and for all those wito Lave believed and 

sacrificed in the building of this nation. 

It is my belief that the modern movement for human rights in America 

is one continuous struggle ... that it is still going on •.• and t ·•at for us 

to survive as a free nation, it must continue. 

For about a quarter of a century, our nation has been making steady 

progress toward equal treatment under law and social opportunity for all 

Americans. In the last decade, it has been rapid progress. 
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Think how far we have come in the past generation in civil rights alone: 

the wartime FEPC; the desegregation of the armed services; the adoption of a 

strong civil rights plank at the 1948 Democratic Convention; the Truman civil 

rights program; the 1954 Supremem Court decision outlawing legal segregation; 

the Montgomery b~boycott; the 1957 and 1960 Civil Rights Acts; the sit-ins 

movement; the freedom rides; the Voters' Education Froject; the comprehensive 

1964 Civil Rights Act; the Voting Rights Act; the Voting Rights Act of 1965; 

the Civil Rights Act of 1968. 

There has been historic progress in lifting the level of health, of 

education, of housing for every American. Not enough progress, but nonetheless 

historic progress. 

And there has been a great deal more than governmental action. There 

has been action by local and state governments, business, labor, the churches, 

schools and universities and by many other institutions and associations. 

B'nai B'rith holds a proud and honored place among those who have stood 

in the forefront of this struggle. 

Seen in the perspective of history, and of the perennial problems of 

humans living together, this quarter century of American progress has been one 

of mankind's great stories. 

It has been too slow. 

It came very late. 

But it did come. 

It came in a lawful and non-violent way. 

* * * 
Until now, we have been moving steadily forward -- making progress under 

law together, Republicans and Democrats, black and white, rich and poor. The 

North united with a growing part of the South -- in fact, slowly and steadily all 

Americans increasingly pulling together. 

But now in 1968, there comes a crossroads: A dangerous election, a 

hazardous national choice. 

Opponents and some who were once supporters of the movement for equal 

rights and social opportunity now disdainfully write it off. - Some Americans 

of all races, creeds and colors, look upon that movement as finished --maybe 

even as a failure. 
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Ugly riots, ugly rumors, ugly racisms divide and frighten the people. 

Burning, looting, and white and black terrorism make headlines. 

But I believe that the human rights movement represents America more 

truly than any terrorism, extremism, 04 violence. 

And I believe that this nation must not be misled into believing that 

a few extremists and preachers of hate represent anything but the tiniest 

minority of those who still live with less than truly equal opportunity. 

And I believe that those who still have less than the rest of us have 

shown remarkable patience and good will in resisting the calls of extremism. 

Of course, the movement for equal rights must now change. 

The old objective was to use the law to strike down legal barriers. 

The new objective is to build real equality, especially in the city 

slums and pockets of rural poverty which still exist. 

This new objective is harder. 

At the same time largely because of the success, not the failure, 

of the older movement -- it has become much more urgent. 

For years I have defended the cause of human rights against reactionaries 

and extremists of the Right. Now, I defend it against extremism of both Left 

and Right. 

I defend the purposes and methods of the human rights movement not 

because they are "moderate" or "gradual" or "compromise" not because they 

represent a "slower" way than some other alternative .•. but because they are 

the only alternative. 

We must move with the greatest possible speed and energy -- forward. 

My disagreement with black extremists is not t hat t Ley want to go 

"fast" and I want to go slow -- but that I don't think their direction is 

forward. 

Grabbing guns, throwing fire bombs, cynically discrediting America's 

institutions and insisting on racial epithets is not progress -- nor will any 

of this lead to progress. 

To the violent few who, through tLeir words and actions would join 

guerilla movements, I say that you are as mistaken and anti-American as the 
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extremist white groups that would equally spread fear and violence through 

the land. 

If this trend toward guerilla bands -- and that is what t~ey are -­

continues, there is no question in my mind but that strong legislation is 

inevitable to stop their activities. 

As F~esident I would propose such legislation. 

We cannot tolerate in America armed terrorist groups of any color 

or per suasion. 

* * * 
I believe the majority of Ame.:-icans know tbat their prosperity and 

their security do not depend upon these things being denied to ot l ers. 

We cannot deny the full privileges of citizenship to any group in our 

midst -- especially after that group has been rightly awakened to those 

privileges -- unless we are then prepared to hold t . •at group down by force 

and repression. 

Force and repression breed more force and repression. We know they 

offer no long term - only short term -- answers. 

Beyond t hi s, every single citizen in tl1is country has a stake in the 

human dignity and full productivity of every other citizen. 

We must ask ourselves: Which costs less -- on the one hand crime; 

delinquency; welfarism; unemployment and pent-up emotion in our people? ••. 

or, on the other hand, positive, constructive programs to build opportunity 

for every American? 

Make no mistake about it : All of us have a stake in the economic 

betterment of all Americans. lt is in our dollars-and-cents self-interest to 

get this done. 

Decent education is almost the only road to a decent job. 

Decent jobs, in turn, are almost the only way that a society has to 

provide the means for betterment through self-help . 

We must be willing to help provide the education ... the jobs ... the 

economic opportunities that form the base on which everything else must be 

built. 

That is the economic aspect of what we face. 
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But there is an even more important aspect. It is the moral aspect. 

We must realize that we are living at the threshold of a world-wide 

revolution toward human emancipation. 

Either we lead this revolution peacefully, or we shall be inundated 

by its coming wave. 

This revolution is nothing less in truth than the revolution begun in 

our own country by Thomas Jefferson. It is our revolution. 

And it is our obligation that it shall be carried forward throuth 

democratic, peaceful processes and not fall victim to those who would maKe 

it just one more of history's promising false starts. 

We must create social O?portunity in America because it is right and 

because it is what this country is all about. 

* * * 
The third-party candidate for President owes his political existence 

to the fears and hates aroused by this issue. 

My Republican opponent is no racist. He is a fair and just man. 

But he and the Republican Party have chosen tt ;is year to join forces with 

the most reactionary elements in American society. 

This compact was signed and sealed in Miami Beach in full view of tile 

American people. 

They have adopted a Southern Strates y very similar to Mr. Coldwater's 

in 1964. And, I mean the Old South -- not the New South I mean to win. 

They are openly competing with Mr. Wallace for the votes of people wlto 

at very best want to put the brakes on our progress toward full opportunity. 

They have made a calculated decision to ignore the demands of left-out 

Americans within their own party and in the nation. 

The opposition needn't have turned from the road of true justice and 

opportunity for all. 

They could have returned to the tradition of Lincoln. 

They could have joined with us in a declaration on human rights and 

fought this election out on urban issues and foreign policy and agriculture, 

and much else. I should have welcomed that contest. 

But instead we are confronted not only with third-party extremism, but 

with the old Republican-reactionary coalition that has always held America back. 
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So the question before us this afternoon -- the question which I 

believe must be elevated to the fore in this Presidential election -- is: 

What would happen in America if a President were elected on a campaign and a 

strategy essentially designed to exploit the fears and tensions that grip 

significant portions of our people? 

Look at the open tension in our cities. 

Listen to the talk of white vigilantes and of black re·"oluntionaries. 

Watch the sale of guns and the making of firebombs. 

Look a t t he fliLht o f whi t e people and mounting anger of black 

peop le. 

Is that t he way America ends? - After al l the years of faithful worK 

and t he high hopes of the voyagers who came he r e . . . a ll th e dreams that 

mankind had for this nation in a " new world . " 

Does t he l and o f the free and the home of t he brave turn into an 

a r med camp ? 

Wh ich way shall we go? 

I think it is a fateful choice. 

I don't see how the momentum of such a choice can be altered, once 

ta ken. 

Either we turn backward into a continually increasing polarizing of 

the nation and a widening spiral of fear -- or we continue to go forward into 

a new day of justice and order. 

Which way: -'"-pa r the ~d or d '2mocracy? Separation or community? A 

scciety of ordered liberty or a society of fear and repression? 

If we are t~ make tbe wrcrrg choice, t he ne~t four years would not ca~ry 

us all the way down~1ill. But I do say that we will choose now the direction 

for the long future. 

* * * 
I have proposed a comprehensive prot ram of action to deal directly with 

problems of crime and violence in America. 

This is a serious problem -- one which demands immediate attention by 

government at all levels and the people. 

But I will waste no time -- and arouse no passions -- through irrespon-

sible attacks on the courts ... on our laws •.. or on the Attorney General 

of the United States. 
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I categorically reject such appeals. 

I do so recognizing fully the short-run political dangers - - I also 

read the public opinion polls on this issue. 

But I would prefer to have been right, and to have spoken in this 

cause during the campaign, than I would prefer to be silent and win the 

Presidency. 

I therefore intend to make this election a referendum on human rights 

and opportunity in ~rica. 

I intend to lay before the American people the thin&• we must do 

together in term. of jobs, education, housing, income maintenance, and health 

care to avoid the fate of separatism and division. 

I intend to give the American people a clear and conscious choice about 

which direction we are to travel in the years ahead. 

I believe American citizens do not want to live in a land where every 

man fears his neighbor . 

This nation baa a great moderate majority within it . 

That vast preponderance of the people believe neither in racism and 

repression, nor in revolution and riot. 

They want to extend to every ~n equal treatment -- and they want to do 

it peacefully and lawfully. 

I believe that great moderate majority will prevail. 

1 believe we shall face our moment of truth and come through on the 

other aide: One nation, under God, still indivisible, with a renewed devotion 

to libc~ty and to justice for all. 

Ill 
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jrhis afternoon I want to talk with you about peace, 

justice and opportunity -- in this country and abroad. 
~ No.- ' t lffiA • 111 · t: fit~-cP I ;-= 

• ,......oc"'""~he turbulent events of the past year in the Middle 

East have demonstrated one fact beyond dispute: we can no 
• 

longer be content merely with Israel's "right to exist. •• 

,( Israel must now have the right to~-- in ~ce 
and security. -J. It is an axiom of our troubled times that strength 

enhances the prospects of peace and that the want of it whets = ~ 
the appetite for wa~ 

-<(rhe Middle East is no exception to this rul~ A strong 

Israel and the striving for peace are hardly contradictory but --
rather they are complementary. 

A Israel has the right to be strong enough to deter 

aggression and, ~ to be able to defend herself 
-

successfullyb/!!oreover
1 

Israel has the right to come to the 

United States and ask to be provided with what it needs in order 



to achieve a credible deterrent strength-

The U. S. has the duty to respond favorably to such 

requests on grounds of political wisdom and responsibility as 

much as those of human decency and morality.0 ( ~ 
~ The American people also view with distress and sadness 

the recent events in Czechoslovakia6 The Soviet Union's crude 

effort to crush out the New Day of I iberal ism and freedom 

behind the Iron Curtain will not--in the end--prevail..,() 

/ We should be particularly outraged by the Soviet's use 

of the shabbiest and most discredited of all political tactics --

a blatant appeal to anti-Semitism --as justification for their 

invasion of this nation.0 

LThis tactic only dramatizes for mankind the cynicism 

and ruthlessness of the Soviet Union's decision to occupy 

Czechoslovakia. 

j We are also dismayed at the revival of anti-semitism in+(.___ 

!lri'A7111P71~1AI~:...nwd.tA. • especi~y when read against a sad and tragic history. 

--



What a mockery it is that anyone on this earth should regard 

the advocacy of more democratic rights as something evil and -
dangerous. 4~~-/.r; ~ Americ~ make clear its revulsion of such policies. 

A Mankind's quest for jus~ ce and oppo rtu ni ty has also 

reached a moment of crisis in this country . ., 
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I intend to lay before you --and before the American 

people --my thoughts on what I conceive to be one fundamental 

issuefibl~=-~ntry;.al£i .A;~ 
LThese are somber and difficult times-- times ill-suited 

to exaggerated rhetoric or traditional campaign appeals. 0 

~We must look frank~ and openly at our problems8 And 

we must be equally candid in presenting our thoughts on how -
these problems can be resolved. 0 

,{ These are decidedly not the times for silence or ~n 

or artfully constructed appeals to fears or emotion. 
- P' 
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~ However great the temptation ... however attractive 

the shortrun gain) the dangers of anything less than'" 'djiiPip 

forthrightness are too grave to countenance. 0 .. 

/... It is in this spirit that I lay before you my convictions on 

the choice which confronts the American people in this Presidential 

election. 

i The choice is simply this: Shall we-- as a nation --move 

forward toward one society of opportunity and justic;, or instead 
-=-

toward a fractur~d and separated society-- black against whit_) rich 

against poo; comfortable against left-out? 

~The decision we make this year will, in fact, answer this 

question -- for ourselves1 for our children, and for all those who 
, :J 

have believed and sacrificed in the building of this nation. 

J, It is my belief that the modern mwement for human rights 

in America is one continuous struggle ... that it is sti ll going on 

... and that, for us to survive as a free nation, it must continue. C!' 
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J. For about a quarter of a centur~ our nation has been 

making steady progress toward equal treatment under law and 
=::;r 

social opportunity for~ Americans.~ In the last decade it has 

been rapid progresse 

/ Think how far we have come in the past generatiof) j in civil 

rights alone{ the wartime FEPC; the desegregation of the armed 

services; the adoption of a strong civil rights plank at the 1948 -
Democratic Convention; the Truman civil rights program; the 1954 

Supreme Court decision outlawing legal segregation; the Montgomery 

bus boycott; the 1957 and 1960 Civil Rights Acts; the sit-ins movement; -
the Freedom Rides; the Voter's Iducation Project; the comprehensive 

1964 Civil Rights Act; the Voting Rights Act of 1965; the Civil Rights 

Act of 1968. 

j There has been historic progress in lifting the level of health, 

of education, of housing for every Americar/ Not enough progress, 
~ .">' 

but nevertheless historic progress. I 
--- c 
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lAnd there has been a great deal more than _governme'!_tal 

~here has been action ~ lo£al and state government, 

business, labor, the churches, schools and universities and -;::::z:s ... 

by many other institutions and associations. 
0 .. 

i_ B'nai B'rith holds a proud and honored place among those 

who have stood in the forefront of this struggle. 

~ Seen in the perspective of history, and of the perennial 

problems of humans living together, this quarter century of American 
J-

progress has been one of mankind's great stories. 

It has been too slow. 

It came very late. 

But it did come. 

It came in a lawful and non-violent way_ 

0 0 0 

~ Until now, we have been m2ving steadily forward -- making 

progress under Ia~ ~e7 i€publ icans and Democrat7 black and white, 

ri~h and ~oor, the North uri ted with a growing part of the South --
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in fact, · slowly and steadily all Americans increasingly pulling - ----
together. 

L. But now in 1968 there comes a crossroads: A dangerous 

election, a hazardous national choice. 
;;:oz.. 

J... Op.e_one.uts, and ~e who were once supporter7 of the 

movement for equal rights and social opportunity now disdainfullY 

~it_: it of!Jsome Americans of aiiJace~, creeds and ~ors look 

upon that movement as finished --maybe even as a failure./ 
( 

Lugly riots, ugly rumors, ugly racisms divide and frighten 
zg - - p --- -----

the people. 

(.Burning, looting, and white and black terrorism make - --
headlines~ 
. c:::: , 

But I believe that the human rights movement represents 

America more truly than any terrorism, extremism, or violence. 
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And I believe that this nation must 1not be misled into 

believing that a few extremists and preachers of hate represent 

anything but the tiniest minority of those who sti II I ive with I ess 

than-- e_qual opportunity. 

/. And I believe that those who still have less than the rest of 

~s~have shown remarkable ~atience and good will in resisting the f:..,lit. 

~ calls of extremism. ::;til 

/_, Of course the movement for equal rights must now change.! 

The old objective was to use the law to strike down legal 
z = 

ba~rie;s. · :;,,.~~.,~ 
1_, The new objective is to blJild real equal it~ especially in the 

city slums and -- pocRets of rural poverty which still exist.~ 

j_ This new objective is bZ!"IEt...ut~ 

At the same time-- largely because of the succes7, not the 

failure of the older movement -- it has become much more urqenL / _ 

Alexi s de Tocquevi lle : 

111The sufferings that are end ured patiently, as being 

inevitable, &e come i ntolerable the moment that it 

a ppears that t h ere might b e an escape. 11 
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~ For years I have defended the cause of human rights against 

reactionaries and extremists of the Rightj_Now I defend it against 

extremism of ooth Left and Right. I 
~ - . -

I defend the purposes and methods of the peaceful human rights ~ 

ment not because they are ''moderate" or "gradual" or "compromise" ... 

not because they represent a "slower" way than some other alternative ... 

but because they are the only alternative. J 
}. We must mwe with the greatest possible speed and energy-­

forward. 

} My disagreement with b~k extremists is not that they want to 

go "fa sf' and I want to go slow-- but that I don't think their direction 
...._ .. 

is forward. 

J Grabbing guns, throwing fire bombs., cynically discrediting 
/...... - , ~-C·~ 

America's institutions and insisting on racial epithets is not progress--

nor will any of this lead to progress. 
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To the violent few who through their VvOrds and actions would 

join guerilla movements1 I say that you are as mistaken and anti-... 
American as the extremist white groups that oould equally 

spread fear and violence thro~_:~~ ~~ 
~~'j'( ~erilla bands --and that is wha ttiey ar --

continues, there is no question in my mind but that strong legislation 

is inevitable to stop their activities" 

As President I would propose such legislationc 

[We cannot tolerate in America armed terrorist groups of any 

color or persuasion. I ,. 

* * * 

L I believe the majority of Americans know that their prosperity 

and their security do not depend upon these thi ngs being d~nied to others~ -
) We cannot deny the full privileges of citizenship to any group 

in our midst-- especially after that group has been rightly awakened 

to those privileges -- unless we are then prepared to hold that group 

down by force and repression. 
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)\ ~e and repression breed more force and repression. 

~ We kno;;hey offer-:-;-ong-term ~ sho;t-term --answers. ! 
~Beyond this, every single citizen in this country has a stake 

in the human dignity and full productjvity of every other citizen.~ -
~We must ask ourselves: Which costs less --on the one hand 

crime; delinquency; welfarism; unemployment and pent-up emotion 
--::::: "' ..... .. . 
in our people . .. or, on the other hand, positive, constructive 

~ 

programs to build opportunity for every American? f -i Make no mistake about it: All of us have a stake in the economicJ: 

~betterment of all American( It is in our .dolli!Js-and-cents s/l'e_lf
71
- .__,. 

~~ ..... ~-tf!*~....,. interest to get this done . .... 
" Decent education is almost the only road to a decentj9b. 

~ Decent jobs, in turn, are almost the only way thijt ij so~ietv 

has to provide the means to; betterment through self-help. 

L We must be willing to help provide the education . .. the jobs . .. 

the economic opportunities that form the base on which everything else 

must be built. 
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)..That is the economic aspect of what we face. 

J... But there is an even more important aspect. It is the moral 

aspect. 

• •<We must realize that we are living at the threshold 

of a world-wide revolution toward human emancipation. 

"'Either we lead this revolution peacefully, or we shall be 

inundated by its coming wav¥tf(J.4.-~• -u,.. ~ • 
j This revolution is nothing less in truth than the revolution 

begun in our own country by Thomas Jefferson. It is our revolution. 

""And it is our obligation that it shall be carried forward through 

democratic
1 

peaceful processes and not fall victim to those who \AOuld make 

it just one more of history's promising false starts. 

l.. We must create soc!al oeeortunity in America because it is 

right and because it is what this country is all about. ....,..,.. 
* * * 
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l The third party candidate for President owes his political 

existence tothe fears and hates aroused by this issue. 

).. My Republican opponent is no racist. He is a fair and just man .• 

{.But he and t~e Republican Party have chosen this year to join 

forces with .. 7eactionary elements in American society. 

'-.This compact was signed and sealed in Miami Beach in full 

view of the American people. 

( They have adopted a Southern Strategy very similar to 

Mr. Goldwater's in 1964. And I mean the Old South -- not the New 

South I mean to win. 

l. They are openly competing with Mr. Wallace for the votes 

of people who~ very best want to put the brakes on our progress 

toward full opportunity., 

"They have made a calculated decision to ignore the demands 

of left-out Americans within their own party and in the nation .• -
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L The opposition needn't have turned from the road of true 

justice and opportunity for a.U. 

~They could have returned to the tradition of Lincoln. 

They could have joined with us in a declaration uman 

rights and fought this election out on urban issues and foreign 

=y and ~d muGh else. I should have welcomed that 

contest. 

J, But instead we are confronted not only with third-party 

ext rem ism, but with the old Rep ubi ican-reactionary coalition that 

has always held America back.e~ 

i_ So the question before us this afternoon --the question which I 

believe must be elevated to the fore in this Presidential election--

is: What would happen in America if a President were elected on a 

campaign and a strategy essentially designed to exploit the fears and 

tensions that grip significant portions of our Reople? 
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J Look at the open tension in our cities. 

L.., Listen to the talk of white vigilantes and of black revolution­

an es. 

J.... Watch the sale of guns and the making of firebombs. 

~Look at the flight of white people and mounting ange!:...9t bla~ 

people. -z 1 s that the way America ends? After all the years of faithful 

work and the high hopes of the voyagers who came here . .. all the 

dreams that mankind had for this nation in a "new world". 

L.. Does the land of th e free and the home of th e brave turn 

into an armed camp? 

/.,_ Which way shall we go? 

I think it is a fateful choice. 

~I don't see how the momentum of such a choice can be 

altered, once taken. 

~ Either we turn backward into a continually increasing 

polarizing of the nation and a widening spiral of fear-- or we 

continue to go forward into a new day of justice and order:. 
~ a 
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Which way: Apartheid or Democracy? Sep~r~tion or 

community? A society of ordered liberty or a society of fear and 

repressiOn? 

If we are to make the wrong choice} the next four years 

would not carry us all the way downhill. But I do say that we will 

cha.>e now the direction for the long future. 

* * * 

I have proposed a comprehensive program of action to deal 

directly with problems of crime and violence in America. 

This is a serious problem-- one which demands immediate 

attention by government at all levels and the people. 

But I will waste no time-- and arouse no passions --through 

irresponsible attacks on the courts ... on our laws ... or on the 

Attorney General of the United States . 

4_ I categorically reject such appeals0 

zl do so recognizing fully the short-run political dan ers -- I 

also read the public opinion polls on this issue. 
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But I would prefer to have been right, and to have spoken 

in this cause during the campaign, than I would prefer to be 

silent and win the Presidenc . 

I therefore intend to make this election a referendum on human 

rights and opportunity in America. 

L I intend to lay before the American people the th ings we must 

do together in terms of jobs~ education, housing, income maiptepapce, ---------· --
and health care to avoid the fate of separatism and diM sjon . 

.L.,.1 intend to give the American people a clear and conscious 

choice about which direction we are to· travel in the years ahead. 

~I believe American citizens do!& want to live in a land 

where every man fears his nejghbQL.• .. -
"This nation has a great moderate majority within it. 

f.rhat vast preponderance of the people believe neither 

in racism or repression, nor in revolution and riot. 

~They want to extend to every man equal treatment --and they 

want to do it peacefully and lawfully. 

1 believe that grea~ moderate .rity will prevail. I .. ...... ... . 
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I believe we shall face our moment of truth and come 

through on the other side: One nation, under God, still -
indivisible, with a renewed devotion to liberty and to justice - -
for all. O 

# # # 
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