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BUILD BRIDGES OF UNDERSTANDING AT HOME AND ABROAD, VICE PRESIDENT
HUMPHREY URGES

Wilmington, Del., September 12 -~ Vice President Hubert H, Humphrey today urged
Americans to "build new bridges . . . of understanding and cooperation" among
ourselves and between nations.

The very fact that there is greater tension today among the superpowers of
the world "tells us that we must work unceasingly to reduce "that tension," the
Vice President said.

"For if nations shall finally be unable to build bridges between each other
in Year 23 of the Nuclear Age, I cannot hold much hope for the future either of
ourgelves or of the human family," Vice President Humphrey said,

He urged:

* Efforts to "turn back the international arms race."

* Support for the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty now before the Senate for

ccification,

* Strengthening of the United Nations and other international institutions

~r peace,

* vFortitudé to see through a long, demanding negotiation in Paris which may
Zinally bring peace to Southeast Asia."

Similarly, Americans must counter those who would divide the nation, the Vice
President said,

"We have a choice now in America. It is whether or not we shall continue
as a nation of bridge builders, or whether we shall fall back into all the old
antagonisms and suspicions that divide one human being from another," he said.

The Vice President's statement was made at the dedication of the new span of

the Delaware Memorial Bridge, His text is attached,

« « olore
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VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H, HUMPHREY
BRIDGE DEDICATION

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

SEPTEMBER 12, 1968

Today, we dedicate this second span of the Delaware Memorial Bridge to the
memory of those Americans from Delaware and New Jersey who gave their lives for us.

How shall we be worthy of them?

We must build new bridges -- not just bridges of concrete and steel, but of
tolerance, understanding and cooperation.

We must build these bridges among our own people and to the outside world.

In recent days the whole concept of bridge building -~ the idea that
previously hostile societies and peoples should increase contact and communication
-= has been brought into question.

The issue has indeed been raised in this presidential campaign.

We have a choice now in America,

It is whether or not we shall centinue as a nation of bridge builders, or
whether we shall fall back into all the old antagoniam and cuspicions that divide
one human being from another,

® %* %

Yes, there is greater tension today among the superpowers of the world than
there was a month or a year ago. But the very fact of that tension tells us that
we must work unceasingly to reduce it.

We must have the courage to turn back the intermational arms race.

We must have the determination to support the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty now awaiting ratification in the United States Senate.

We must have the patience to strengthen the United Nations and international
institutions for peace,

We must have the fortitude to see through a long, demanding negotiation in
Paris which may finally bring peace to Southeast Asia.

For if nations shall finally be unable to build bridges between each other in
Year 23 of the-<MuclearArge, I cannot hold muech hope for the future either of
ourselves or of the human family.

* & *
Here at home the need for bridges has never been greater.
We see our nation beset by those who would divide us black from white ., . .

rich from poor . . .young from old ., . .North from South . . .city from suburb.

* .more
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And we must ask ourselvec: is this the kind of America we want?

what this country will be like in the year 2000 for us . . .for our children
+ « .and our grandchildren, will be determined by the choices that we make in the
coming weeks.

With the pace of technology, with the cnset of new patterns of living that
will last for generations, we must make these choices soon, or lose the chance
perhaps forever,

what we have done here, in building this bridge between states, we must do
elgewhere, in re~building our cities:

++«By purgins them of blight;

««+By transforming neighborhoods into communities where families may live
in safety . . .in comfort , . .in security;

++«By ridding them of the dulling pall of noise . . .of smoke . . .of crime
« « «congestion ., . .and decay.

And we can purge this nation of more than the blight of noise and smoke,
crime, congestion and decay.

We can purge from within our hearts the misunderstanding and hate that are
far more destructive to our nzation than any physical blight,

I believe we, as a people, are willing to make that commitment.

I believe we shall be able to do it.

I believe the American people will turn away from the temptation of
inwardness and isolation,

I believe that we can, in our time, become known as a nation of bridge
builders ~- builders of understanding, of hope and purpose and faith.

Carl Sandburg said it:

"I see America, not in the setting sun of a black night of despair ahead of
us. I see America in the crimson light of a rising sun fresh from the burning,
creative hand of God. I see great days ahead, great days possible to men and

women of will and vision, . ."

#8%
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SPEECH OF
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
P TO
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE
DEDICATION OF DELAWARE MEMORIAL BRIDGE
TWIN SPAN
SEPTEMBER 12, 1968

(INTRODUCTION BY THE HONORABLE CHARLES L. TERRY, JR.,
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE)




GOVERNOR TERRY: Mr., Vice Presiden
Your Excellency of the Church, Governor Hughes,
Governor Carvell, other distinguished guests, ladies,
and gentlemen:

When I remember back to 1951 and
the opening of the Delaware Memorial Bridge at the
time, I am reminded of the passage of seventeen years
which have gone by ever so swiftly.

Governor Carvell, who is with us
on this platform, was then the Chief Executive of
Delaware and stood on a platform similar to this on
which we stand today.

With him at that time was
Governor Driscoll of New Jersey, who, unfortunately,
cannot be with us today.

The first bridge culminated out
of a series of Legislative entanglements, permit
problems, financial problems, and, to sme extent,
_construction problems. Indeed, we were and are
proud of the first single crossing of the Delaware
River between our two sister states.

And today our pride increases.

L,



We have before us two strong
links in a communication and transportation network
between our two states. The Twin Span not only
serves us locally but also stretches its influence
on traffic to New York and New England to Wilmington
to the nation's Capital and on to the south and west,

When the first bridge was completeg,
the two thousand, one hundred and fifty-foot span
made it the sixth largest suspension bridge in the
world, a mighty effort, indeed. Now, the passage of
time and effort has served this purﬁose: Now we
have the fourteenth longest suspension structure
but the longest continuous suspension span in the
world.

Naturally, a project of this
magnitude has involved the hard work and talented
contribution of many individuals, We here in
Delaware certainly want to acknowledge the outstanding
effort of J. H. Thomas McConner, the first chairman
of thils operation, who is with us today. We also
want to give specific remembrance to those whose

guldance and wisdom was meaningful beyond acknolwedggmen




who cannot be with us today because of death.

We are indeed in debt to many
for the completion of this great project. It will
mean safety of travel, we are sure, to millions of
Americans.

We take pride in the prowess of
the engineering performance, and certainly the
citizens of our two states should be particularly
proud that we stand here today in the presence of
these two spans, thinking of how they are the largest
of their type in #te.  world and of how they are certain
to become among the most traveled bridges ever
completed by man.

Now, it is my real pleasure to
present to you a most delightful and charming lady,
one who has visited Delaware often and aided us
greatly in the solution of problems concerning our
handicapped citizens, Mrs. Hubert H. Humphrey.

(Applause. )

GOVERNOR TERRY: Of course, there
is left for me to present to you our guest of honor -

and he is a very busy man, as we all know, today

T




traveling throughout our country -=- and he has set
aside this day to pay to us, the people of Delaware
and New Jersey, & state visit to dedicate for us the
Twin Bridges.

He has become a dear friend to
Delaware and a warm personal friend of mine.

The Vice President of the United
States.

(Applause)

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY:
Thank you very much, Governor Terry.

Mr. Chairman, Governor Terry and
Governor Hughes, the Reverend Clergy, distinguished
guests, and my fellow Americans:

Just a few minutes ago, Governor
Terry, just prior to your addressing us, I
noticed someone out there in the audience who had a
sign that said, "Horatio at the Bridge."

And now I know why I was invited.

(Laughter)

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY:
Hubert Horatio Humphrey.

T do not




suppose there is any other candidate for public
office who has the credentials at bridge dedications
that I have.

Truthfully, I feel highly
honored to be permitted at these ceremonies,

I come to you today as a friend,
fellow Americans, and as your Vice President,

As has been said, today we
dedicate this second span and here rededicate the
first span of the Delaware Memorial Bridge, and we
dedicate it to the highest of purposes and to the
finest of men, to the memories of those Americans
from Delaware and from New Jersey who have given
their lives in war gsince World War II and in
subsequent conflicts, giving their lives not for
conquest, not for delusion, not for our national
wealth, but, rather, in our national security and
even may I say for the peace and the security and
the safety of millions of others who do not inhabit
this land.

Never has there been a nation so

generous with its resources, with its people, and




with 1ts most precious possession, its young men and
women, as this nation.

This great bridge today is more
than concrete and steel. It represents a living
memorial to those who have gone to their eternal
reward., Let us keep that in mind, even as we hear
the hum of traffic which represents the life of a
busy nation.,

Interstate cooperation is evident
here today, and I want to pause to speak with you
Just a moment as a student of government to note with
you how we in this system of ours are able to adjust
our institutions of government to the needs of the
people.

Our Constitution is a living
document and not an historical article. That
Constitution made it possible for the fifty states
of this great Federal Union to work together in
harmony with the central or Federal Government for
one purpose and one purpose only -- the well-being
of the American people.

We are, in fact, engineers in




human relations as well as engineers in the more
orthodox sense of that term, engineers in the sense
of government -- adjustable, flexible, innovative,
and creative.

I say this because, as has been
noted from this platform today, a bi-state Delaware
River and Bay Authority was created by two states --
Delaware and New Jersey =~- and then ratified by the
Congress of the United States to make it possible
for this Authority to finance this great undertaking
and to do it out of revenue bonds instead of out of
the public treasury.

My fellow Americans, this tells
me something -- and I hope it tells you the same
thing =-- that whatever we need to do and whatever
we want to do, we can do it if we just maeke up our
minds to get the job done.

(Applause.)

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY:
So to those who are always preaching premature
funeral sermons for our Republic and our society,

let me say this is a living society, a growing nation




an useful people, and I, for one, am one who believes
that the better days are yet to be lived. Indeed,
that is my philosophy.

But, now, in memory of those for
vhom this bridge is being dedicated, how shall we be
worthy of them?

Only by concrete and steel?

Hardly enough.

We must build new bridges, but not
just bridges of concrete and steel but, rather, human
bridges of tolerance and of understanding and of
cooperation. We must build these bridges among our
own people right here in our own blessed land, and
we must build these bridges to the outside world
because, my dear friends, there is but this one world
for us. This is our world, our neighborhood, and 1if
‘we 1solate ourselves from our neighbors, we are the
losers, and we are in the more danger.

In recent days the whole concept
of bridge building, bridge building between nations,
the idea that previously hostile societies and people

should increase their contacts and communicate, has
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been brought into serious question., At least it is
being questioned very seriously by many people whose
view of history has been of the moment rather than
in the long perspective of history.

The aggression of the Soviet Union
into Czechosloveakia has, in a very real sense,
shocked the entire civilized world, and it has
reminded us, once again, of the danger and of the
seriousness of the times in which we are living. It
has brought us into a new realization that peace and
freedom are under constant attack by the forces of
totalitarianism -- sometimes under attack by insiduous
circumstances, sometimes perhaps under attack by
subversives, and then sometimes in naked aggression.

We have seen it in Czechoslovakia,
and we have seen it and we pay a terrible price for
it in Southeast Asia.

And as we face this increased
tension, it 1s quite obvious, 1t seems to me, that
we must maintain the vitality and the cohesion of
the great alliance known as NATO so that no nation

may be tempted to take an unnecessary risk of
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misreading our will.

We must continue to try to meke
that alliance not only a military serial of
development but might I suggest a better instrument
and tool, for economic and social and political
engagement and action in Europe and throughout the
world,

Our strength 1s our protection.
Peace does not come to the timid or the weak. It
comes to those who are strong in mind and body and
spirit and in the substance of our economy.

(Applause. )

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY:
Yes, my fellow Americans, at a time when emotion,
preaching militancy, chanting, clatter, and noise
seems to preoccupy much of our attention and time,
may I respectfully suggestthat reason and restraint
are called for,

May I respectfully suggest that
meditation and careful thought are more essential
now than ever before.

The problems that beset our
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country and the grave difficulties that beset this
troubled world will not be settled in the streets or
on the battlefields; they will be settled in the
conference, in negotiation, among the nations and in
the great institutions of international understanding

Now, if ever, we should reason
with one another and do it in confidence.

(Applause.)

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H, HUMPHREY:
This is a time when friends must stand together.
This is a time when Americans must stand together,
forgetting our petty differences and understanding
that this nation of ours offers such promises not
only to ourselves but to all of God's children.

Never was there a time in which
we are more needed than now, and never was there a
time when we needed each other more than now.

So listen not to those volces that
divide us; listen not to the haters and those who
would destroy this sense of community and brotherhood
that we need; listen not to those who, once again, |

would return to the past and suggest that the answers
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to the problems that are now confronting us should
be found in self-destruction,

This 1s a time, however, that we
must serve notice on our adversaries that there is
far more to be gained from peaceful engagements in
work and relaxation of tensions than from the
reversion to the Cold War.

We have two choices to make. That
is what I am trying to say to you.

We have a choice to make now in
America. It is whether or not we shall continue now
a8 & natlion of nation builders, of bridge builders,
or whether we shall fall back into all the old bad
habits, the old antagonisms, the doubts and the
suspensions, the failure and the despair, that
divide human beings from one another.

I would hope that, in memory of
those for whom this span is dedicated, that we would
have come to the understanding that violence in any
form is not the answer to the problems of mankind.

(Applause, )
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VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H., HUMPHREY:
Yes, I recognize -- and we must understand -- that,
for the moment, there 18 greater tension among the
super powers of the world than there was a month or
a year ago.

But the very fact of that tension
tells us that we most work unceasingly to reduce it t-
ever vigilant, ever prudent, ever watchful -- but alsgo
ever probing, ever reaching out, to find ways to
heal the wounds, to find reconciliation.

First, I belileve that we must have
the courage to try, out of all of the gifts of our
intellect and spirit, to turn back the national arms
race. I remind this fine audience that the super
powers and, indeed, a few others, have now, at this
moment, the capacity of total destruction, total
annihilation, of all of God's creation. We will
either halt the arms race, or it may very well halt
humanity.

One erratic act, one unreasoned
decislon,one emotional outburst on the part of an

unstable person in a position of leadership today can
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unleash on this world & holocaust of catastrophy and
disaster that the human mind is unable to comprehend.

Make no mistake about it, my
fellow Americans, the world is not short of destructive
povwer, The world is short today of healing, of
reconciliation, of love, and of peace.

We must have the determination,
therefore, we here in America, to try to halt the
spread of these nuclear weapons. We have more than
we need, and others have more than they need. The
Soviet Union and the United States stand today like
super giants, for within their hands is unlimited
power of totai destruction.

We have come to an agreement after
months and years of negotiation to try to stop the
spread of the nuclear weapons technology, to see to
it that no more of these weapons go ar und thisworld
in other hands =-- it is dangerous enough now & it
is =-- to see that these weapons do not find their way
into Asia or Southeast Asia and the Middle East,
vhere violence is rife, where emotion, all too often,

rules, rather than reason.
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I say that we must have the
determination, then, to support the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, as it is called in 1ts
technical terms, now awalting ratification in the
United States Sensate.

To delay in the building of the
Cathedral of Peace is not a contribution to the
Cathedral of Peace. There need be no delay. BEighty
nations have ratified the treaty. It is our child;
it was our dream; it was our proposal. And for the
strongest nation on the face of the earth, equipped
as no other with an arsenal of powef, that we should
halt, that we should delay, in setting into place
this great building block of peace in the Cathedral
of Peace I say is to deny our greatness and to:, in
a very serious way, prove that we are ﬁnworthy of
trust.

(Applause.)

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY :
So I call upon the Senate of the United States and
I call upon the leaders and spokesmen of all political

parties to lead and to follow us in this all-important
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endeavor, which does not restrict our national securit)
but, rather, enhances it, which does not jeopardize
the peace of the world, but, rather, protects it. It
is in our national interest.

And, then, we must have the
patience to strengthen the United Nations. The
United Nations is not a perfect instrument, but it is
the best that we have been able to createin this
post-war world for bringing about a better spirit
among the nations and peoples and peace. And we must
strengthen its peace-keeping machinery and all
international institutions of security and peace, and
we must have the fortitude to see through a long and
demanding negotiation at Paris, which may finally
bring peace to Southeast Asia and Vietnam.

For if nations shall finally be
unable to build these bridges of respect and
cooperation between each other in this year 23 of
the nuclear age, we cannot hold much hope for the
future either of ourselves or the rest of the human
family.

Now, here at home the need for
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the bullding of bridges of human' understanding has
never been greater. We see today our nation beset

by those who would divide us -- black from white,
rich from poor, city from countryside, innercity from
the suburb, young from old, and even North from South.

There are voices being raised in
this land today, heated voices of hatred, and very
definitely they call us to destruction, not to build.
They call us to battle, not to tolerance.

And we must ask ourselves: Is
this the kind of America that we want -- divided,
torn by conflict, filled with doubt and suspicion
and fear?

I think not.

I still believe that most Americans,
oh, yes, that an overwhelming preponderant majority
of Americans, still believe in the American dream
of one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.

(Applause. )

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY:

What will this country be like in the year 2000? In
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that year, most Americans who are alive today will
still be alive. What will it be like for them, for
our children, and our grandchildren?

What it will be like will be
determined by the decisions and the choices that we
make now. The decisions of today chart the course of
tomorrow., With the pace of science and technology,
with the onset of new patterns of living that will
last for generations, we must make those choices soon
and now or lose the chance, perhaps forever.

We must make the choice to keep
this economy of ours still growing so that the social
dividends of better living can come to more and more
Americans.

We must make the choice now to
see to it that every child, regardless of race or
religion or background or circumstances, shall have
the best education that modern teaching and modern
schools can provide.

We must make the choice now as to
whether we are going to live as a family of Americans

in friendship and respect or whether we are going to
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live as an armed camp of enemies, filled with
apprehension and animosity.

I think we know what choice we
have to make. I think we know that the source of
strength of this nation is 1in its people. I think we
know that in our unity is our strength. I think we
know that there is more that binds us together than
tears us apart. I think we know that we need an
America of one spirit, and I think we have the
capacity to create it.

Yes, as evidenced by what we have
done here in building this bridge between states, we
must do elsewhere in our social and economic and
political fabriec.

We must do it in the rebuilding of
our cities, where most of our people are living and
where a hundred million more Americans in the next
twenty-five years will seek to find a home.

We must apply the engineering and
technology and, indeed, the planning and the
financing that is so evident in this great engineering

feat to our cities. The city of man was made for man,
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and the city of man ought to have the environment in
which the spirit of man can be enriched and loved
rather than degraded and beaten to the ground, Cities
must become living institutions rather than dying
monuments to the excellence of the human spirit.

We must rebuild our cities by
purging them of blight and slurrings of the character.
Any country that can create an environment in a
space capsule to put a man on the moon can create an
environment in & city to help put a man on his feet.

(Applause, )

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY:
And we must rebuild our cities by transforming the
neighborhoods into living communities where men,
women, and children can live in safety and not in
fear and live in comfort and live in security. We
must rebuild our cities by ridding them of the dulling
pall of noise, of smoke, of crime, of congestion, and
decay.

And it can be done.

If it is not done, then America

has had its most glorious hour and it is on the way
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down to defeat.

But if it is done, which I know
it can be done, then the future offers greater
promise than any nation or any civilization has ever
known.

And I believe we can purge this
nation of more than the blight and the noise and the
smoke and the crime and the congestion and the decay;
I believe that we can purge from within our hearts
the misunderstanding and hate of which I have spoken,
which are far more destructive to our nation than
any physical blight.

I believe that we, as a people,
must be and are willing to make that commitment. I
believe that the American people will turn away from
the temptation of inwardness, selfishness, and
isolation,

I believe that we can, in our time,
become known as a nation of bridge builders, of human
engineers, building bridges of understanding, of
hope, of purpose, and of faith because, fellow

Americans, we are nation builders, we are understandir
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builders, we are the future, even as we build for
today.

That famous American poet who
understood so well the spirit of our nation,

Carl Sandburg, said it this way -- and he said that
he envisioned our he saw, in his mind's eye and spirit)
that such is the real voice of America.

Listen to those beautiful words:

"I see America;, not in the setting
sun of a black night of despair ashead of us. I see
America in the crimson light of a rising sun, fresh
from the burning, creative hand of God. I see great
days ahead, great days possible, to men and women of
will and vision.,"

What a prayer for our nation, what
a testimonial of faith, and what an inspiring message
from the heart of a poet who understands what America
is, the last best hope of earth,

Thank you,

(Applause.)

MR. ALEXIS I. dupont BAYARD: I am

going to ask the Legislature of Delaware to pass a
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resolution authorizing the flying of the flag of
America, the United States, on a twenty-four-hour
basis, the year around. It seems that this is a most
sultable place. And if the Legislature consents,
which I'm sure they will, it will be the eighth time
that such an event has been authorized,

Now, at this time, I have set
aside the time to thank Dick Hughes, the great
Governor of the State of New Jersey, for the warmth
of his friendship and for his great help and
cooperation between our two states, Dick Hughes,
whose vision and understanding is responsible for
'great civil legislation in his state, has enriched
the people thereby.

And, Dick, I am sorry to see you
leaving the Governorship of New Jersey, and I'm quite
sure that the one and only reason for that is that
you are Constitutionally prohibited from serving
longer.

Mr, Vice President, it is with
genuine pleasure for me that I present you with two

mementoes of this occasion.
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The first is truly indicative of
the construction activities of this Project, a hard
hat embellished with the Authority's seal, colored in
gold and blue colors, and inscribed on the other side
with your name.

Second is & booklet containing
the commemorative medallions for this event. On one
is the Twin Span, and on the other is the Authority's
seal. The medallion was designed by Mr. Glen Roberts,
who also designed the now famous John F. Kennedy half
dollar,.

(Applause.)

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H., HUMPHREY:
Mey I put the hat on? Do you think I should put the
hat on?

(Applause,)

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY i
Governor Terry, I always catch the dickens from my
wife each time I keep putting these hats on.

I have at least two members of my
staff and my wife who say, "Why do you always do

that?"
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And my answer today is that I took
orders from the Sovereign State of Delaware, the
Governor of that Sovereign State, and I wanted to
remain in peace and a free man.

I am very grateful. Very, very
grateful.

My friends, there is a formal part
of thils ceremony which I've been asked to participate
in,

I have been very happy to
participate in the dedication ceremony for this
magnificent Twin Bridge.

And as a member of the activities,
it is now my extreme pleasure and privilege to
dedicate the Twin Bridge officially to those veterans
from the states of Delaware and New Jersey who gave
their lives for our country in World War II and in
subsequent military conflicts,

Ladies and gentlemen, will you
Please stand with me and join in the formal
dedication arrangements?

Thank you very much.

Reported by:

Carolyn A. Sherwood
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the vitality and cohesion of the NATO alliance --- so that
no nation may be tempted to take an unnecessary risk and

mis-read our will.

L,W,e must continue to try to make that alliance

"

not only a military shield4’but an active tool for economic,
social and political action in Europe and throughout the

world.

LThis is a time when friends must stand together,

W——re s

LThis is a time when we must serve notice on our

adversaries that there is far more to be gained from
o=

peaceful engagement and relaxation of tensions than
e ————— G A ——— e e ey

from reversion to the cold war.
m



e s

[ We have a choice now in America.
[ It is whether or not we shall continue as a nation of

bridge builders, or whether we shall fall back into all the

F_'.
old antagonisms and suspicions that divide one human being
[ e r——

from another.



-3-
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o brsmat, .
Non-proliferation Treaty now awaiting ratification in the United
’-

States Senate.
T BT

[ We must have the patience to strengthen the United
-y ————

Nations and international insti tutions for peace.
H
—

L We must have the fortitude to see through a long,

T

demanding negotiation in Paris which may finally bring peace

to Southeast Asia.
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LFor if nations & unable to build bridges ?lﬂ"’r
etiie e M

between each other in year 23 of the Nuclear Age, ¥ cannot

L e ] ﬂ,

hold much hope for the future either of ourselves or dﬁow?

o

the human family.g
« W ' M_',
Z Here at home the need f(meghas never been
greater.
[ We see our nation beset by those who would divide
us -- black from white ... rich from poor ... youngfromold...
s

————— T
North from South ... city from suburb.
b Casc

And we must ask ourselves: 1s this the kind of America

we want?
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L\/hat this country will be like in the year 2000 for

. for our children ... and our grandchildren, will be
=

determined by the chmces that we make in the coming weeks.
“

L With the pace of ’[echnologyJ with the onset of new

patterns of living that will last for generations, we must

T, Ry ,

make these choices soon, or lose the chance, perhaps

| forever, = %im SM ’ m':'

b W z What we have done here, in building this bridge

between states, we must do elsewhere, in re-building our
——

Cities: = "M ,‘r‘ﬁ‘-"'h ) flww"‘-) ~

— M e
w -- by purging them of blight;
#
-- by transforming neighborhoods into living communities
w e

here families may live in safety... in comfort... in security;
-- by ridding them of the dulling pall of noise ... of
fn——— #

smoke ... of crime ... congestion ... and decay.
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Z And we can purge this nation of more than the blight
Tk
of noise and smoke, crime, congestion and decay.
e W e Sm—— S—— :

We can purge from within our hearts the misunderstanding

N —w——— e cocemmmeyErie oy

and hate that are far more destructive to our nation than any

=,

physical blight.

SRS TN ey

| believe we, as a people, are willing to make that

commitment.

fbetove-we-shat=pe-ahte-todo-it.
LI believe the American people will turn away from
the temptation of inwardness and isolation.

SRR s 0 SEERSSSRSSSES

! | believe that we can, in our time, become known as

a nation of bridge builders -- Mof/understanding, of
e ==




Carl Sandburg said it:

"'l see America, notin the setting sun of a black
h

night of despair ahead of usZI see America in the crimson
P L S S e

light of a rising sun fresh from the burning, creative hand

—
=

of God. | see great days ahead, great days possible to men

and women of will and vision..."

T G

t #
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ilmin ton, elawarc '
‘hursday, septes-er 12, 1900
11:50 a.m.

han!s vov very moch,

‘r. .hairmar, ‘overnor “erry and overnor u hes, the wverend Cler v,
disti» »is ed vests, my fellow Amcricarns, jusi a fer momenis a o, .overnor
" erry, just prior Lo vour addrecssin  us, - noticad somcone out here in the
avdience that had a si p thai said: "ioratio at the hrid c'.

(Tau hter)

And now T know why T was invited,

(Tav hier and anpla sc)

v-ert oratio umphrey.

T don't svpposc thiers is any oiher cardidabe for puhlic office t at
has the ecrede-tials at 'rid e dedicatiors that © have with that naae, ut
truly, T am hi 1w howored to = inelnded ir these eercwonies, and [ come to
vov Lodav as a Triond, a fellow cibizern, and as ouvr Jfice ircsident,

ks has 7.ee said, we dedicats this sceond span and we redediecate the
first of the wlaware eworial “rid e, aaxd ws dedicate it to the hi hest of
purooscs a«d to the finest of men, Lo the mewory of those Americans from
elaware and from cw Jerse; wio 1ave iven Lheir lives in war since ‘jorld
# ar II and suhsaequent corflict, ‘iwvern tL:cir lives rol for conquest, no.
for dominior, noi for our na~io-al wealin, bul ratier in our nalional securily
and cven, may [ saz, in the pesace asg the seeurity and the safety of millions
oi otncrs who do no’. inna'it this land. over has there beea a naiion so

‘encrous with iis resources, withits peopls, and with ils mosi precious
possessior, its youn men and wover, as this natior. This vreal brid c
today is more than corneretc and sicel. [U represents a livin memorial to
those who have one to their eternal rcward And let vs lrecp thal in mind
ever as we hear Lis hum of traflfic whici represcvnts bLhe 1ife of a busy
natior. “nterstabe cooperaiion is evident hers toda: and | wari to pause
with you for just a nomenrt as a student of overamenilto note with you how we
in this svsten of ours are a'le to adjust ovr institutions of overamenl to
the nceds of Lhepncople. (ur Consiitviion is a livir document and noi a
historical article., (hat constitution wade it possisle for the 50 states
of this roaL ‘ederal union to wor!s to sthar ipn hiarmory with the central
or iederal overnment forons purposc and one purnosc only, tro well bein
of the smeriear psople. ‘& are in fael, ov ineers in humaa relations as
well as en isecrs in Lhe nore orthodox gens= of trhahb Llers, en inecers intne
science of overnment, adjustacle, flexile, innovative and creative, |
sa v this Hceause as has ‘cen noted from this placform today, a bi-state
elawvare dver ard av Avilorii: was created y two le islaturcs, Jlawars and
ow ‘ersey, agﬂ tier ratifisd by the on ress of the niited States to male
it important for this avthority to finaice this reat undertalkin  and to do
it out of revenve hords instead of out of the public treasvry.
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v fellov Americans, tinds tells ne soncthir , and [ hops il tells you the
same, that whatever we need to do, and whatever e will to do, e can do if
we just malke vp our wirds to et il doie,

(Applavse)

50, to those who are always preachin: premature funoral ceremonies
for ovr icpublic and ovr system, lel me say this is a livin society, a
cprowin nation, a vouthfnl people, ard onc uho “eliecves thal the beiter
davs ars vet to he lived, I‘ndeed, this is =v philosophy. vt, now, in
menory of those for iriom this brid e is dedicated, how s'all we he worthy of
ther? Onlv by conercte and steel? ardly esor h, ‘e must build now brid es,
bur no” just brid es of corcrcite and steel, ovt, ratior, the human brid es
of tolurarce and of uider taandir and of cooncralion. e 'msL ulld these
brid es amon ovr own people ri AL here in ovr owr “lessed land, and w2
must uild these lrid es Lo chz oniside world beeause, my dear frisads,
there is »ut jusi one world for ns, his is our world, our neihl:orhood,
and if we isolats onrsslves fron our neithbors, we are iLhe loser, and we are
in the mors darn er.

in r-ccent doys tha whole concep. of brid e buildin , bLrid ¢ »uildin
between nations, the idea thal previously hostile socicties and neoplesshould
jricrease contact and eormunicatio:, has heer “rou it into seriovs quesiior.
At least it is .cin qguesiiored verv seriovsly ' many people who view
istory as 'L a momenl rather ir the lon  porspective of history.

fhe a ression of Lhe sovie. nion into Uzechoslovakia has in a very
real scase shocld the enidire civilized world ard iu has rewinded us once
a air of tie do ers and o the perils of the Limes 1o wideh we live, It
has crov hw ns dinto a new realization thatb peace and freedom are uader
corsiai. attack 7 the forees of totalitariaris:, sownctinrus inder attack
by insidiors worovma aa, in other placss under attacls by sihversior and ihen
somstines in natod a ressior. e have sesn il 1 zechoslovakia and we
rave seen it ard we pay a territle priee for il in sovlhcast Asia, and as we
face this iacroasco tensio it is gnice o'vious, it secews o mc, that we

must mairtain the vitalive., anod tho cohesion of the rand alliance knon

as A0 so that po natio» mav he tempiad to talz an nnnecessary risk ard
misread our will, e must cortirue Lo try to malke Llan alliasce nolL oaly

a wilitars shield o” deferse tui, mi 4t 1 s est, an active insirament and
tool for ccopomic, social a«! wolitical es a ement ard actior in  urope ard
throw honi bis world,

nr stren ti is our protceiion aud neace does voi couz Lo the timid
or the geat. 't cores Lo thoss wro are stroa in mind, in body, i spirii, and
in the sustarce of Lrelr ecorony.

(Applaise)

‘w8, nv fellow Americans, aw a time when @eollor, passion, wilitavev,
chartin , claiter, aw roisc sacn Lo preoccuny meh of our atteotionacd
time, mav 1| respvectfnlly s nesu Lhal reasor and restrairt are called for.

av ' respectfvlly s csl that meditation and pra-erfl tho hi. are more
csscrtial pav thal ever .clore. <he pro:less thal Hesel our covniry and Lhe
rave diffierltics that heset this trovbled world will rol te ssitled in the
strects or on the hairtleficles. her will e seitled in the coferences,
ir ne oliation, in the 1o islaiurss, ad in tic  reat institobions of
internatio ]l wnderstacdin o ou, if ever,we sho ld reason wich one armolher,
and do iv ia conlidscce,

{Applavse)

Lis s a tive wren frierds wust stand Lo etaer, his is a tine
when Americans mmst stard to other, for cilis our petiy differences, and
wnderrstandin. that tihis »natior of ovrs offers sich pronmise not only to



3

oursalves Wi to all of .od's e ildrov, gver was thsrs a tide in which we
are rorc recdad thar now and ncvar was ticre a tiwve whos we aceded eaeh other
more than noi., So, lision not ©o thosc voices chal divide vor. Lislen mot
to ths haters aad Lhoss who 1o ld destro; this secisc of comruniiy and
brotharuood iLhat we need, and listen noi. to thosc Lhav ovee a ain wonrld
rattle the saner and su zest that the answer to tic nro lems of mankind is
to ¢ found in his destruction. his is a tire, however, when we mist serve
notice on our adversaries that thore is far more to 's aiped from peacceful
en a srert and work acd Lae rolaxatiov of Lonsiows thar from tiue reversion

to tl:c cold war. ¢ have some choices to malke, hal is what © an iryin to
pey to yvou. i have a ehoice Lo malte here now in America, L is whcther

or nol, we shall contimuc as a nalion of nation cuilders,of brid e builders,
or wacither wo sfall fall lazkt 4vto all of tre old !'ad halits, the old arta oniss
the dov' s and <he sispiciors, the fear andbhe despair thal divide one human
kein e fronm anothor.

[ would hopo that in wmeswery of Liosc for wiom Liis span is dedicated
trat we would have coe to orcdepstand that vieleses in any forn is not the
answer to the prohlems of manldnd.

{Applavisey

ves, L raco nize and we must understand that for the momeri there is
rrcater tension awmon Lhc § per powers of Lhe world thasn tiere was a month
or a vear a o, 'mt Ltic very facl of that tonsiontells us tuatb we rust work
vneeasin 1y to redvee it, ever vi ilant, cever prudern., ever watehful, kel
also ever pro':in , ever reachin ount Lo fi=d wars to heal the wo!nds, to
find reconciliatio,

CLESt, ' elieve ibat w2 musc have tre covra e Lo btry witn all of ELae

ifts o7 ovr intelleet and spirit to turn hact Lhe intereatioral arws racc,
I powind this fire andiesce that the siour povers and indeed, a fow others, have
now at this movent the eanacitvof lotal desirvcetior, total anibilation, of
all of od's creation. o will eii ar ©ali. Lic arwrs race or it mav vory well
hali humaritv. (ne orratic act, one vnrsasorcd deeision,onc enolional
outhrrst on Lhe part o an wnsta lo persor in a sosition o leaders' ip Loday
can urlcask on this world a holocanst of catastrophs ard disaster trat the
human wird is wna™le to cownrshond,  a'ts no mistalks asovt it, my fzllow
\moricans, the world is ol s ort of desirivetive power.  he world is shori
todav of healin , healir , of rocorcilation, of love and of peace, ¢ must
have t:¢ deterasination, therefors, we here ir America, to Lry to halt bre
spread of those nuclear Weanons. € hava mors chan we aced and others have
mor: Lnan thev nced, he Sowiel nion af the niicd states sland  today 1like
super iarts, havia wilhis Loty hard the vnlimited power of total destruction.
© have cow: to an a reonent after wonws and years of ne ohialion to try
to ston Lhs sproad of miclear weapors technolo 7, to sce to iu Uratb no rore
of thesc weapons o arosnd wiis world in other hands, ft is dan crovs cnon n
now as it is to see trai tlese weapors do not fiad toeir way inlo 4sia
and ifriea and t o iddle .asi whiere violsicc is provalerd, wiere emotion
all too often rules raticy Lbar reasn .

i gav thab we mmst have tage deteraicalion, thei, to support the mclear
norprolifsraiion trsaty as it is celled i ils tec!uiecal terws, noir awaiiln
ratification in tLic Jnited otates oesates Jelay in the hvildin ol tue
calhedral o peace is nol a conlrii viion to neacc, hore nzed "¢ no delaw,

i nt ratious have ratilicd this ircatyv. t was our exild, ii was our dream,
it was our pronosal, a for ithe slror csi nalier on the face of Lie zarth,
eqiipned as no other will ai arseral ofpoicy, To sav thac we sho-ld halt ee



that wa sho 1! delar in seltin isuo vlace Lnis roal 11d9n  Hlocl of peace
4n thc cathedral o” peace  s3y is Lo devy our AL oSS av i a very serious
way to srove thau we are vnworthy of Lrust.
LApplavse)
jo, T call rpon the Senats of the nited tates atd  call vpon
the lcaders avd the spokes erof Gtie poliiical pariios to lea¢ ad o follow
throv 4 in bhis alleinportari endeavor wrich does no!. restrict our rational
scourity Yut, ratier, saharees ii,whicidors 10 jeopardize the peace of
the world bmi, ratoer, protecis it. It is in ovr national interest.
ind, ther-, we musi have L2 patict ac Lo siren ther the nited avions.
e nited atiors is not a perfect iastr.ment *ai il is tiecesi than "e
save loeer ale to ereate in this postewar world for trin ia a%oul a
Setter spiri. amon st raiions ard peopla,  And we must strer then 1.s peace
koepir machincry o« all ieterrabio al iaslilutlors of security and poace.
knd, we -wvst have ths fortitirde co sce Lrrou ~ a low and dosandir
ne otialior ac  aris waleh mas Fiall ein psace to sonih ast ~sia and
Astrat, For if naitiors are ynma le to wild these hrid =s of resnect ad
cooinsralion hetucer cach obticr in this vear of tle avelzar a ¢, we carrot
qold mae® hone for Ui fuinys eivher of ovr selves or the resi of the hwma:

o1, nsye ar 0 the need Tor L9¢ aildir of »ric ss of hvaan
urdeprstandina  has pevor sSsen roacst. e sse Godav ovr ratios Lessl o those
wio wo ld divide ms, blaclk fro- wiiis, rier from poor,ciiy frov co nurvside,
inner eite fro- ©oc si'wrk, yorn fro- old, acd uwen norily Trom so:Lh.,
e are woleos ‘win raissd i uhis Jard todayacd heedsd G Tar too ras)
Lhat eall us teo destrietioy, noi to vildi- ,Loan call vs Lo Ditteracss,

son to tol-rasee, and we wust ask oursclvss is blids the ¥ind 0 ap Antrica
Giia e wal b, divideo, vom corTliet, £11lad wil door-L ard suguicion

andé Teart 1 tliak ol still “eliawe Loat neost Awmeriears, oly, ¥ss, an
overwralwmis propovdsracs majority oi' Ancricars, §Lill celisve iv the awerican

drsa, of ore nation wader 0d, Svdivist Yo, e 1ihert. asd jusiies fox all.
{npplarsc)
hat will U is zoviiy ~ 14z dathe scar 20007 n Girac Banr mosy
weriea~s thac are aliwe todss will sbill e Jiwia . hat will 4u e Yike
for then, for one clilir:» and our ra de 11driar  pas it will o 1ike will
e determinad v the degisions and Lhe cliod =8 Loav we alke aot,
e deeisio 8 of tola euwrt ke conrss of Lororroi, iihthe pace of scisqee
and tecinolo v, Wiihe onset of new pa.torms of 1livin. thad wyill lase for
sreratiors, wo msl malo Lhost ote’rug S007 A I «ov o¥ losc the eiranhte
permans forever. ¢ must ra't: Los eroles Lo lregn oois ecor o of o rs sueadily
roii 8o thoib the social dividsnds of “eiter livie corc to nors add TOre
mericans., ¢ 1usL male toe e-oive no Lo sce voll Lial svery ¢ ild, re ard=-
Jess of race or roli i or hack ro oul oy eirerista-cu, § 211 have the oest
educabiopr tha™ mocey, Luee'is and wowun soirools ca orovids, G msL ok
the eroirs now as to wielber we are ois Lo live as a fawils of ancricars

in fri cdsiip and rogneel or wi atlar we are oin Lo live as an aroed camp
of crenios £illed witl acpretessior and anirosicys
Lot o lonor what eholve we o tace Lo nake. toivk we von Llal Loa

reanass o titds natior is iv i's peoplo. toinl we Jmwow than in ovr
vnity is 0 r SLYGCH Uit. End e o Yo boaa. oiore 48 sore thal biod us
to eb 6y tlan tears vs apart, ' Lhi v Jrrow Lhac we wced ar Awveriea of
onc spirice and triol we have toe canaciiv le ereais i,
es, what we aaw dovs Fere Ap el otis oria o seltwees slates we
aust  da elssiicrs in 0.1 social and ecosoric ad political fa rie, e rmst
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do ii. in thk: vs =ilddin o7 onr el isg wiore wWos. 67 oor neople will live and
whore a huadrad illior more Americars do Loe w25 voars will  seslt to Fiad
a hone, g rmgi apply the eo innerd a ol U bazetnolo v ard indeed Lihe
plapnvir ard %e fina ¢l pia® is so eviden’ in tuis ryeal er ineerin  feal to
our cilics,

he eity of man was »ade for me«, he eiby of mar o sl to have the
grvirosvient 3¢ ot sbirit of mar van e enrichsd a <! liitted rather thas
derro atasd ard “eaten Lo vl ro nd, iti s =asu hecown Yivin  iustit ciovs
ratirer than dvin mo umevis to tho failvrzo. Lo 'wmrar sciric, e st
re'uild o v eivies by pur in  Lhéo of 0LA Lt aiwe glvws ard we cap, ANy
countrv tiai eaw ercaty an ervironmert ia a spass eaps- 1@ to gl a man on the
WO gar ercaly av sevirooreo . inkhae eilvio pelp pret a wac op his feel,

iApplavse)

ind Tre v”sL ra' A ld oy cilaes Ty g osferdis Ahe el or oous irto
livir ecoomunitics o ere »aaa go e ann ealldrss cas lt-r‘ ir. safcb: and
uot 1o fear, ard live ir corfori a ¢ live ir see rit., Ald our eitics 7
rigdis 4o ot ¢ e dulld +a1l of »oise, of swole, o0 crine,o0i' cor «stion

avd decay, a:! i” ga- & dorve.. if i g aol dOt“,twu- america nas nad ils
oS L lorlo's o r ard 3% ig o¢ its wa down Lo deleal., ve,if Ao is done,
viiey § kneu 1o ca: ¢ dove,thca e fuivids of Ters  PFooisr sromise ©Bad acy
cwvrauinﬂ or am civilizauios 1as ever kroun. And Lelinve Geat Wi can pur @

tis natiow of wors thar L 11 Lot agise ani swole and slums anwd erine
and cou estion ad deeas, eliovn Ual we ean pur e Trom wichin ovr hearts
the wisvnderstandis a« the fatc o whiens have  spolron Lial ars far more
desirnetive Lo o r ca“ion LA a phagical =l . ~011 we tha, v as a
peosle wigt ¢ avd ars willin Lo walie wial co L k. Valicve Lo Acerdcan
people will turn awas froo Lo Lavplaclor of Ln rard-28s, sellis\urss asd
isolalioi. seldove Lhat we ear  ip ovr Lite bucoae tiown as a naiion of
Hris e '-‘;‘lldztrs, of Mra gn dr-oers, 105 : 1‘:'1} =5 of vnderrstandir and
of hop= and of orrves. a0 0" faith Lscange as woricars we are pacion
nudilders. ¢ ars achisvars, & gee Jdsalists o 9o ays e Deowrs oeven as
we .uild for toda .

‘hat famoos fnsricas cocu Wwho nndorgnood 8o nsll the spivis of our
rnatior, arl tandvoy o, sald in this var,and T oielicwe that ke erisioned
or he savw in his il Vs oo and splrl foal weioo s Gb o real volss of ‘waerica.
Pistar Lo his veavtiful words:

w sug Assyiea ges 3a Loe gEitla sein o” Jdachs vi b o. despalr ahead
of us, I s¢& anerica in L ¢ erivso 11 o' a risi s, fresh from
the Supeds  ercacive haod o7 od. £ sce  reat dos awad, real dacs,
possy, 1o ©o mga apd vest ) of wil) asd of wishio: !

Hat, a gra.cr for our natio:. WAl & Leshl ordial of Fasir ,ard wnat
an dogoiri regsa < from L beari oo @ coct woounderstuands whal ameriea
is, bL=e las  bass ol eari.

ha=do vo

Jnplarsa




VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H, HUMPHREY
.ﬁ,.,,r{_g‘,f (= i‘J,&J‘J‘\
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE

SEPTEMBER Y)4 1968

Today, we dedicate this second span of the Delaware
Memorial Bridge to the memory of those Americans fromn Delaware
and New Jersey who gave their lives for us.

NRAXK XK X BN REXNIIX

How shall we be worthyof them?

- AT

We must build QHquxn bridges -- not just bridges of concrete
and steel, but of tolerance, understanding and cooperation.

We must build these bridges among our own people and to the

c ncept
outside world. In recent days the whole muExkism of bridge ‘building -~

/
nExkREAX KRAKX XX EAMKAR K XARE X ERWRUAK
t JFQ;‘{,{A—AJ _/r&l{.‘,,(/
the 1dea that previously hostile soclietiles; increased contact

and communication has been brought into queationEZiEE? issue has
indeed been raised 1nﬂ§;%r;;esidential campaign. e

We have a choice now in America.{i;ﬁ_i§ whether or not we shall
continue as a nation of bridge bullders, or whether we shall fall
back into all the z&fgih antagonisms and susplicions that divide
one human being from another, sz e 1/

Yes, there is greater tension‘ﬁ%fhg the superpéﬁerﬂ”ﬁi&ay
thqp there was a month or a year ago. But the very fact of that
tension tells us that we must work unceasingly to reduce it.

We must have the courage to turn back the international
arms race,

We must have the determination to support the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty now awaiting ratification in the United States

S



D
Senate,

We must have the patience to strengthen the United Nations
and international institutions for peace.

We must have the fortitude to see through a long, demanding
negotiation in Paris which may finally bring peace to Southeast
Aslia. » -
For if nations shall finally bé%gg{;’to build bridges between
each other in Eﬁg’Year 23 of the Nuclear Age, I cannot hold much
hope for the future either of ourselves or of the human family.

* ¥ ¥ ¥

Here at home the need for bridges lms never been greater.

We see our nation beset by those who would divide us Hack from'//f”
white...rich from poor,..you from old...north from Bouth...cit?ed/}rom
suburbs{/j/r__ R

And we must ask ourselves: Is this the kind of America we
want?

What thls country will be 1like in the year 2000 for us...for
~ur children...and our grandchildren,. will be determined by
the cholices that we make in the coming weeks.

With the pace of technology, with the onset of new patterns of
living that will 1last for generations, we must make these choices
soon, or lose the chance perhaps forever.

What we have done here, 1in building this bridge between
states, we must do elsewhere, in re-building our cities:

--by purgingthem of blight;

--by transforming neighborhoods into living communities where
families may live in safety...in comfort...in seairity;

-=by ridding them of the dullirng pall of nolse...of smoke...

of crime...congestion...and decay.
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And we can purge this nation of more than the blight

We can purge from within
o e
8 far more destructive

of noise and smoke, crime conjestion and decay.
our hearts the misunderstanding and hate that

to our nation than any eoth physical blight.
e 4 pPea s

//I believe wefere willing to make that commitment. /I believe
we shall be able to do 1t.//I-be11e$eathe_hmepican people_uiII
AR FIesS ~iad Mv
turnaway-from the temptation of gutngftheir_bng:gay / I believe that

JSHnTs o - ———

we can, in our time, become known as a nation of bridge builders --

Ll -

builders of understanding, of hope and purposevJ/
Carl Sandburg said 1it:

"I see America, not in the setting sun
of a black night of despair ahead

of us., I see America in the crimson
light of a rising sun fresh from the
burning, creative hand of God.

I see great days ahead, great-days
possible to men-and women of will

and vision..."
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DRAFT: Delawmare Memorial Bridge RE Hunter 9/7/68
9/12/68

Today, we dedicate this second span of the DelaWare
Memorial Bridge to the memory of those Americans who have sacri-

ficed their lives to keep us free. . rand keep our nation strong

. . = " g;ﬁL Q. J/.
and great. They gave their lives for us. We shall e

them. h_+/

Phat—is—why we are here, today. . .éb lﬁok not backward,
but to a future filled with promise. . Bi## challenge. . .and

a call to action. |

This Bridge-has done more than link two étates:
--it is a gateway of progress for American industry;
--a symbol of our faith in the continuing greatness
- of America;

--and an example of the ability of states to work
ébgether to solve theirlcommon problems. Two states --
New Jersey and Delaware —- have joined their hands across this
river, and have brought new benefits. . .new prosperity. . .
to all Americans.

with this kind of cooperation between our states. . .with

ol ocu~vc tfie

the cooperation of the Federal Government. . Jof private

industry. . .there is little we Americans cannot do to rebuild,

!

renew. . .revitalize our nation. ////
This bridge was begun twenty (?) years ago, by far- ZZ”//’

sighted men who could see America's coming xmsm@ industrial
greatness. This second span was begun years ago, by
far-sighted men who could see that industrial greatness growing
towards new heights.

,§qf we have no less a need for far-sighted men, today.

For in the next w twenty years, our mnk% nation. . .our society.



will change. . .develop. . .renew itself more than in any otler
score of yéars in our history.
What this country will be like in twenty years. . .for

our children. . .and our grandchildren. . .will be determined

by the choices that we make in the coming months and years, e
> insEaT _ {
We can rest on our successss as a people. . .or we can e

continue building for new generations.

We can wait to see what the future will bring. .l.or
we can plan for that new day in the future. . .as this bridge
was planned. . .and take charge of that meEwxs future and our
own lives in it.

Weat we have done here, in building a bridge, we must
dozgé;éﬁﬁgéé in rebuilding our cities,

--by pExyx purging them of blight;

--by recreating neighborhoods mfxaxzyzamdzk¥ighk with
ForBetls air./“ @nds lightg.«s € svatfoyld ;

--by ridding them of the dulling pall of noise. . of
smoke. . .of crime. . congestion. . .and decay.

We can do these things: we have that choice,

But let me be clear; none of our future triumphs. . .in
building bridges. . .rebuilding cities. . .will come easily:

They will take time. . .talents. . .hard, unremitting
effort. . .and vast amounts of money.

Our unrivalled prosperity has opendd new opportunities to
us that no nation has ever hzd. But we must invest wisely; we
must calculate the gr=akxg benefits and divideni@of this investﬁent
-~ in the livejof peonle; and we must work every day of every
year to protect the gains of our econonmy.

The economic hedlth and vitality of America is the key



1 nseeT
vsprel

With the pace of technology, with the onset of new
patterns of living that will last for generations,; we must
make thdse choices kkxsxg=axgzxex soon, or lose the chance

for years. . .perhaps forever.
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to bﬁilding for the future. Without a strong economy. . .without
freedom from stagnation. . .freedom from_recessions. . .this
bridge would have little meaning

--men would be reluctant to plan. . .to hope. . .to
build; .

--and they would xexexzkzamw not have that faith in
future greatness that is the spur z;?present effort.

-But with a stromg economy, and the willingness to keep
it strogﬁ,we can look forward to a future that will rival
the greatness of bur past;

--a future in which today will seem like dark of night,

1

against the dawning of a great new day.

END
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