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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY INVITES YOUTH TO PARTICIPATE 
IN HIS ADMINISTRATION 

Buffalo, N. Y., September 17 -- Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey pledged 

today that a Humphrey Presidency would employ the ideas and talents of America's 

youth. 

Speaking at Canisius College, the Vice President announced the formation 

of a National University Forum to guide him in the campaign and to channel ideas 

of students and teachers to the White House if he is elected. 

He also proposed a Youth Talent Bank in the Civil Service Commission 

"to recruit dynamic young people for public service and to put them in positions 

where they can affect government action." 

Vice President Humphrey urged young people to take a hand in "revitalizing 

our spirit and our institutions." 

"At no time," he said, "have young people been more important, never 

have they had more impact, than in politics, 1968." 

He reiterated his proposa l for a reduction of the voting age from 21 to 

18. He pointed out that he has been in favor of lowering the voting age for 

20 years. "There is no substitute," he said, "for the right to participate in 

shaping the policies that affect you.'' 

Another important step, said the Vice President, is making higher 

education "truly relevant to the great needs of our time by involving colleges 

and universities in the lives of local communities." He proposed the formation 

of a national program of "Students in Community Service" that would be supported 

by private and federal funds. 

Such funds would be available to universities and colleges that grant 

academic credit to students for community service work; and for scholarships 

in academic and on-the-job training for careers in housing, urban renewal, 

public safety and other essential social areas. 

The Vice President also said that young people should have a greater 

voice in university government. He deplored the "violent and lawless confronta-

tions on our college campuses" but pointed out that one of the reasons for them 

is that "students do not get enough of the university action." 

His text is attached. 



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
CANISIUS COLLEGE 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 
SEPTEMBER 17, 1968 

Eight years remain until this 'nation celebrates its 200th birthday. 

We began with a Declaration of Independence, signed by members of an 

extraordinarily youthful and precocious generation -- a generation which had 

tested the established order and found it wanting. 

We will close our second century of national life with another precocious 

and youthful generation -- a generation that is insisting on an America that 

raises reality to match its ideals. 

Since the early 1960's, with the freedom marches, with the Peace Corps, 

and with a growing student interest in public affairs, the United States has 

come to count very heavily on this younger generation for leadership. 

I consider this one of the most encouraging developments of this century. 

At no time have young people been more important, never have they had more 

impact -- than in politics, 1968. 

This wave of young Americans -- born with the Second World War, raised 

with the Korean War, and drafted into the Vietnam War -- is saying the world 

must find a way to peace -- a way to prevent the further spread of nuclear 

weapons without further postponement ••• and a way to strengthen the United 

Nations. 

Ycu see America with unprecedented wealth -- and say wealth is not 

enough. 

You look at a world of ingenious machines.-- and ask how machines can 

better serve people. 

You call for a renewal of moral spirit in America and in her institutions. 

You demand a society that fosters more personal relations -- between the 

community and its residents, the government and its people, the university 

and its students. 

And you want education that does more than confer credentials and status. 

You want education that asks hard questions ••• and demands hard answers 

and that is concerned primarily with human values in society. 
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One of the most urgent questions in 1968 is this: Do we -- all of us, 

young and old -- have the skill, tetermination and patience to put the talents 

and ideas of your generation to work revitalizing our spirit and our institu­

tions. 

Or are we going to be run over by the advocates of yesterday and tie 

our hands before the challenges of tomorrow? 

As for me, I know that our ability to involve young men and women in 

correcting old wrongs --rebuilding old institutions ••• redefining the moral 

purpose of this society -- will largely determine the future greatness of 

America. 

In this spirit, I offer some suggestions for action. 

First, we must reduce the voting age in national elections from 21 to 18. 

I've thought so and said so -- for 20 years. 

There is no substitute for the right to participate in shaping the 

policies that affect you. And we have waited too long far too long -- in 

recognizing that 18-year-olds can bear the full weight of citizenship -- and 

carry it proudly. 

Second, let's make higher education truly relevant to the great needs 

of our time by involving colleges and universities in the lives of local 

communities. 

We cannot afford to wall off our classrooms and our students from the 

real action -- in our communities, in our institutions, in our society. 

A relevant education ought to prepare each new generation to engage 

in life -- to confront social problems with sympathy and understanding. And 

it should enable us to move the action out of the streets and into government, 

industry, and social institutions where the work of revitalizing this country 

has to be done. 

Service in the community should be included in the curriculum of a 

modern university for academic credit. 

Why shouldn't the work part uf the college work-study program be in the 

community -- in hospitals, slum schools, neighborhoods -- as well as the 

student union restaurant or the library? 

Why shouldn't the great human and technical resources concentrated in 

our universities be made available to help combat poverty and discrimination 

in urban and rural America? 
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"Participate or perish" not "publish or perish -- ought to be 

the academic maxim for the 1970's. 

Today, I propose a national program of Students in Community Service -­

supported by private resources and the federal government. These funds would 

be available to: 

university and college programs that grant academic credit to 

students for community service work -- for example, tutoring underprivileged 

youngsters. 

internships -- summer and year-long -- to encourage high school, 

college and graduate students to work with community leaders -- mayors, local 

and state officials, hospital administrators, legal aid officials, legislators, 

and others. 

scholarships for academic plus on-the-job training to prepare more 

people for careers in essential social areas -- in housing, public health, 

urban renewal, recreation, public safety, planning and other specialties 

needed to rebuild our neighborhoods. 

I believe our universities -- and the students and teachers in them -­

have an opportunity to play as great a role in the reshaping of modern America 

as the Land Grant Colleges played in opening the West. 

Third, the ideas of young people must have a direct pipeline at the 

highest levels of government. 

I announce here today the formation of a National University Forum to 

guide me in my campaign and during my Presidency if I am elected. A Humphrey 

for President button isn't a prerequisite for participation -- we welcome all 

comers. We welcome all ideas -- and we recognize that responsible dissent 

is vital to democracy. 

The Forum will include meetings on campuses throughout the nation, where 

students and teachers will be able to discuss the issues of this campaign and 

make their voices heard. 

A Forum Executive Committee will meet with me and my staff regularly in 

the coming weeks to communicate the ideas they have received in their campus 

meetings. 

In a Humphrey Presidency, the Forum will continue to be a major vehicle 

through which the academic community can express its judgments directly to 

the President. 
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I have pledged that I will have an Open Presidency -- a Presidency where 

the public sets priorities and shapes policy, instead of reading about them in 

the newspapers -- where the White House Office itself will often move from 

Washington to ~ther cities. 

I pledge here today that the Humphrey Presidency will not only be 

receptive to the ideas of young people, but will also employ your talents. 

I shall set up a Youth Talent Bank in the Civil Service Commission to 

recruit dynamic young people for public service and to put them in positions 

where they can affect government action. 

The Youth Talent Bank would also make the names of young people available 

to state and local government across the country. 

Finally, I want to express a personal opinion about s~ething which is 

beyond the authority of a candidate or a President -- or anyone not privileged 

to sit on the Board of Trustees of a c,9llege or university. 

If students are to have a fair say in their society, they must participate 

more fully in the g~vernment with which they are most directly connected -­

university government. 

Violent and lawless confrontations on our college campuses are totally 

inexc~le and detrimental to the cause of student participation in any part 

of "ur society. 

But one of the important reasons for confrontations is that students 

do not get ~ough of the university action. 

In essence, it comes down to this: we must scale our institutions and 

indeed our society, to man -- and not bend man to institutions. Teachers and 

students -- and, yes, Presidents and citizens -- must engage each other -- not 

across a generational or administrative battle lines, but in the common work 

of making this country all we want it .: to be -- and all it can be. 

But none of this is going t~ happen unless you help make it so. 

I am prepared to do my part. 

Now let me hear from you. 

#HUH 
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The Nationa l University Forum 

(Press release to acco:.1pany 
Canisius Coll ege remarl~s) 

',[he National University Forum \·Jill serve as a channe l of COI;u:tunication and 

ideas between the university cor.mmnity and Vice-President Hubert Hl:~i1phrey. 

1. The Forum is a composite of campus forums throughout the nation. All 

students and teachers interes t ed in public policy will be able to discuss national 

issues and present ideas and positions. They \vill be invited to draft suggestions 

f6r the solution of urgent probl~us . 

2. ·The ideas and p:.oposa ls discussed in the campus forur.is Hill be forHarded 

to an Executive Committee of outstrmding ncademics, vlhich vlill evaluate ther:1 before 

presentins then to Vice-President Humphrey. 

3. The campus forums are now being orga nized, and will continue throu gh the 

election . If Vice-President Humphrey is elected President, the Netional Oniversity 
Forum and its branches on can~uses across the nation will continue as a direct 

channel of ideas and suggestions from our universities--students, t ea chers , and 

administrators--to the President , himse lf . 

The organizing commi ttee is as folloHs: 

R. Bruce Carroll (Staff: Director) 

David Adaraany 

W. Stewart Agras , M. D. 

Daniel Bell 

Thomas R. Berner 

Charles P. Cohen 

Richard N. Cooper 

J ack Dennis 

Eug'ene Eidenberg 

Ralph H. Goldmnn 

David Gottlieb 

William C. Hnrvard, Jr. 

John Haynes 

Halter Heller 

David N. Hubbard 

Yale l(<>. wisar 

Edward J . Kolodzi e j 

~~rk D. Lefkowitz 

Middlebury College 

Wesleyan University 

University of Vermont 

Columbia University 

Harvard University 

Rut gers University 

Yale University 

University of Wisconsin 

University of Minnesota 

San Francisco State College 

Penn State 

University of Hassachusctts 

Uni versity of Minnesota 

University of Minnesota 

ColuQ ia University 

Uni vcrs ity of ! ·lichi~nn 

University of Vir~inia 

Broo~lyn Colle ge 



• 

HalterA. Harston, Jr. 

Peter HcKelvey 

J ohn hi . lfosCO\v 

Nelson w. Polsby 

Samue l D. Proctor 

Lmvrence I. RadHay 

Cathy Raphael 

J ames A. Robinson 

Rudolph Serkin 

Dennis Sodom\a 

Nartha Starsma n 

Terry Straub 

George W. Taylor 

Rene Devisme Wi lliamson 

Hark 1\'ooldridee 

University of Vir:;inia 

Univers ity of Hichigan 

University of Chicago 

University of California (Berkeley) 

University of His cons in 

Dartmouth College 

Hell es l ey Coll ege 

Oh io State University 

Curtis I nsitute 

Uni versity of Illinois 

University of Illinois 

Univer sity o f Indiana 

University of Pennsylvania 

Louisiana State University 

University of MissourL 



PANELISTS 
Canisius College 

Buffalo, New York 
Tuesday, September l 7, 1968 

Mr. William C. Lyons, President, Student Government 
Mr . Kenneth P. Service, Editor of "The Griffin" 
Mr. David J. Goss, Junior Class Officer, Student Union Board Member 
Miss Carol A. Rysz, President, Di Gamma Alpha, Yearbook member 
Dr. Daniel P. Starr, Moderator of Panel 



BUFFALO, NEW YOR 

SEPTEMBER 17, 1968 

L Eight years remain until this nation celebrates its 200th birthday. 

We began with a Declaration of Independence, signed by members 

of an extraordinarily youthful and precocious generation --a generation 

which had tested the established order and found it wanting. / ~~ 

/...We will close our second century of national life with another 

precocious and youthful generation-- a generation that is insisting on 

:n A:erica that raises reality to match its ideals. / 
~ ~@ 

-
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4 Since the early 1960's, with the freedom marches, with the 

Peace Corps, and with a growing student interest in public affairs, 

the United States has come to count very heavily on this younger 

generation for leadership"D 

J I consider this one of the most encouraging developments of 

this century. At no time have young people been more important,-­

neve r have they had more impact -- than in politics, 1968. f 
... f 

L This wave of young Americans~ born with the Second World 

War, raised with the Korean War, and drafted into the Vietnam War--

is saying the world must find a way to peace -- a way to prevent the 

further spread of nuclear weapons without further postponement ... 

and a way to strengthen the United Nations. 

I ~.~ 
~You see America with unprecedented wealth --and sq wealth 

is not enough. 

(You look at a world of ingenious machines-- and ask how machines 

can better serve people. 
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}..xou call for a renewal of moral spirit in America and in her 

i nstitutionsJ You demand a society that fosters more personal relations -­

between the community and its resic;Wnt] the government and its people, 

the university and its students~ 
. 

L. And you want education that does more than confer credentials 

and status.( You want education that asks hard questions ... and demands 
..._.... ~ 

hard answers ... and that is concerned primarily with human values in 
ft. 

society. • 

i One of the most urgent questions in 1968 is this: Do we-- all of 

us, young and old-- have the skill, determination and patience to put 

the talents and ideas of your generation to work revitalizing our spirit - -
and our institutions. 

j__or are we going to be run over by the advocates of yesterday and 

tie our hands before the challenges of tomorrow? 

* * * 
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L,_ As for mei I know that our ability to involve young men and 

women in correcting old wrongs -- rebuilding old institutions ... 

redefining the moral purpose of this society-- will largely determine 

the future greatness of America. 

In this spirit, I offer some suggestions for action. 

{fJ J First, we must reduce the voting age in national elections from 

21 to 18. I've thought so --and said so --for 20 years. 

/_There is no substitute for the right to participate in shaping the 

policies that affect you0 And we have waited too long --far too long --

in recognizing that 18-year-olds can bear the full weight of citizenship--

and carry it proudly. 

{j ~~d, let's make higher education truly relevant to the great 

needs of our time by involving colleges and universities in the lives~j 

local communities. 
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~We cannot afford to wall off our classrooms and our students from 

the real action --in our communities, in our institutions, in our society" 

" A relevant education ought to prepare each new generation to 

engage in life-- to confront social problems with sympathy and under­

standing.,~nd it should enable us to move the action out of the streets 

and into government, in~try, and social institutions where the work 

of revitalizing this country has to be done .• 

f-c l' -'1 Jervice in the community should be included in the curriculum 
-=::::::. -

of a modern university --for academic credit. 

~ Why shouldn't the work part of the college work-study program be 

in the community-- in hospitals, slum schools, neighborhoods-- as well 

as the student union restaurant or the library? 

/_why shouldn't the great hum~n and technical resources concentrated -
in our universities be made available to help combat poverty and discrimination 

in urban and rural America? j~~ ~ 
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},Participate or perish" -- not "publish or perish" --ought to be (' - -.::.-

the academic maxim for the 1970's. 

/._ Today, I propose a national program of Students in Community 

Service --supported by private resources and the federal government. ..... 
These funds would be available to: 

k. university and college programs that grant academic credit to 

students for community service work-- for example, tutoring under-.-. 
privileged youngsters-~~~,.,_~ 

£-internships --summer and year-long-- to encourage high 

school, college and graduate students to work with community leaders--- . ~ 
mayors, local and state officials, hospital administrators, legal aid officials, --
legislators, and others. 

-1, Scholarships for academic..lt1~m-the-job training to prepare -
more people for careers in essential social areas-- in housing, public -
health, urban renewal, r:ecreation, public safety, planning and other ... -
specialties needed to rebuild our neighborhoods. 



- 7 -

/ I believe our universities -- and the students and teachers in them --
~ -- ~ 

have an opportunity to play as great a role in the reshaping of moderntmerica 

as the Land Grant Colleges played in opening the West. 

.J,> ~· the ideas of young people must have a direct pipeline at 

the highest levels of government. 

I announce here today the formation of a National University Forum 

to guide me in my campaign and during my Presidency if I am elected. LA 
Humphrey for President button isn•t a prerequisite for participation --

we welcome all comersk_e welcome ~eas --and we recognize that 

responsible dissent is vital to democracy. 

L rhe F£!um will include meetings on campuses throughout the 

nation, where students and teachers will be able to discuss the issues 

of this campaign and make their voices heard. -J.t Forum Executive Committee will meet with me and my staff 

regularly in the coming weeks to commu nicate the ideas they have 

received in their campus meeti n~s. -
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~ In a Humphrey Presidency
1 

the Forum will continue to be 

a major vehicle through which the academic community can express 

its judgments directly to the President. 

~I have pledged that I will have an Open Presidency --a 

Presidency where the public sets priorities and shapes polic} instead .. ~ 

of reading about them in the newspapers-- where the White House Office 

itself will often move from Washington to other cities. 

j_ I pledge here today that the Humphrey Presidency will not only 

be receptive to the ideas of young people, but will also employ your talents. 

~ I shall set up a Youth Talent Bank in the Civil Service Commission 

to recruit dynamic young people for public service and to put them in 

positions where they can affect government action. 

L!he Youth Talent Bank would also make the names of young people 

available to state and local government across the country. 

/..._ Finally, I want to express a personal opinion about something 

which is beyond the authority of a candidate or a President --or anyone 

not privileged to sit on the Board of Trustees of a college or university. 
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L..lf students are to have a fair say in their society, they must 

participate more fully in the government with which they are most 

directly connected-- university government. " 

L... Violent and lawless confrontations on our college campuses are -
totally inexcusable and detrimental to the cause of student participation 

in any part of our society. 

}.___sut one of the important reasons for confrontations is that students . 
do not get enough of the university action. 

/... In essence, it comes down to this: we must scale our institutions 

and indeed our society, to man --and not bend man to institutionsJ!"ea~ers 
and students -- and, yes, Presidents and citizens -- must engage each -
~er --not across •generational oratministrative battle line~ but in the 

common work of making this country all we want it to be --and all it can be. 

Z But none of this is going to happen unless you help make it so. 

I am prepared to do my part. 

Now let me hear from you. 

uEVEN THE MOST NOBLE PURPOSE CANN 

JUSTIFY DESTROYING THE UNIVERSITY 

AS A SAFE HAVEN FOR THE RUTHLESS 

# # EXAMINATION OF REALITIES.u 

KINGMAN BREWSTER, JR., PRESIDENT 
OF YALE UNIVERSITY 
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REMARKS OF 
HONOMBLII HUMRT H. BUMtHRBY 

DIMOCMTIC NOMIDB 
TO BB 

PRBSIDB!fr OF THB UNX'l'ED STA'l'BS 

5 St. Canisues Colleve, 
Buffalo, New York, 

6 September 17, 1968. 

7 PATHBR DEMSQa Ladies and gentlemen, it is imeed 
a pleasure to have this year•s IXOCJX'all of distinguished 

8 visitors on campus begin so auspiciously. It ia not every 
day that the Vice President of the United States of America 

9 visits the camp1s of Canisues College. 
Mr. Vice President, thank you for coming. We hear 

10 that y-ou are also running for another elective office. In 
any ease, I am sure that your visit here will be a "tremendous 

11 edueati. onal experierce for all of us. We hope to have other 
political giants ~!sit our campus this fall, possibly of 

12 other political faiths, but we wish to g-ive everyone equal 
time. Today, Mr. Vice President, Canisues CoUecJe is yours. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

VICB PRBSIDBNT IWMPHRBY t I am very honored and 
very pleased to have with us today Congressman Dulski and 
Congresslian McCarthy and, of course, the distinguished Mayor 
of the biCJ City of Buffalo, Mayor Serdita. 

Father Dems'ke has been kind enough to tell me that 
sona of the spokesmen of the other parties will have equal 
time here. For this, I am most grateful. It is one way that 
we have a ohan:e to qet some votes. I express my eppreoia-
tion. 

He indicated that I was applyil'lCJ for another job. 
I want to tell all of my fellow political saientists that 
eleeti ve office is a precarious pursuit, and the Office of 
Vice President is not on1y precarious, as I found out -- my 
seniority contract ran aut. Not only that, the manaqement 
quit. 

(Applause • ) 
If my feet didn't hurt so much and if I were a 

better siqn painter, X might joLn the demonstrations, but I 
deeided, instead, that I would aspire to the highest office 
within the9ift of the American people. Should that not 
SUC!ceed, Father Demske, I want you to know that my credential 
as a teacher of political soierx::e - I don•t mean to crowd 
off Dr. Desmond -- but I might be available. I have always 
liked Buffalo. I would be more than hapPY to present what eve 
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credentials l have. 

I was talking to Congress•n McCarthy on the way 
hare, and I asked hi• for a little background about this 
great collage, Canisuas College. Most of what he told me, I 
can•t tall you, blt he did tell me thisa He aaid, you say 
there to Father Del'DSke and to the faculty and others that 
when he was • student -- t won't tell you how long avo that 
wa·a --he said there was no delllOC1r-.cy then. So thil'IJB have 
ohanq«td, I see. 

He also went on tl> tell me that he led a revolt to 
build a Student Union instead of a chapel. Right after that, 
he was elected to Congress. 

I come here. today to visit with' you for a fw re­
IIUirks on ·my part, and then to open this cam.peign gathering 
to questions from the panel and from the floor. I have come 
to talk tr> you about what r believe is the role of the stu­
dent generation in the Americian political sc;ene am the 
AliEtrican society. I think we all recoqnize that in a very 
few years -- in faot, eifht years -we abaU be celebrating 
the 200th AnniversarY' of this Re~blic. That 200th Anniver­
sary calls to our attention that the s14_fners of the 
Dee laration of ln:lependema were very you·ng men. Their aver­
aqe age was 36. Tbonas Jefferson* moat famed and noted for 
the Declaration of Independen:::e, was 28. 

We will close the second century of 0\lr national 
life with another very gifted ar¥1 p.r:ecoc:ious generation of 
young peopl , a 9eneration that I believe has been, has in­
sisted on matchi~~q our reality with our ideals. There has 
been a gre t deal that has been happening in this generation. 
The freedom marches of the l960•s, the Peace Carps, the 
International Volunteer Service -- there hae been a growing 
student interest in public affairs, and there has been an 
ever-in:treasing dependen:e upon younq peop~e in all forms of 
public and private life. I consider this one of the most 
enc ouragin, developments o-f this century. 

My public life was started with very young people. 
Theyc~on:e callea it the Hum];ilrey Diaper Brigade - men like 
Secretary FreeJRI!ln, the pre.-ent secretary of Agriculture, 
Senator MaC:arthy7 Con~e·ssman Fraser, and others were the 
openers, so to speak, for a new teneration, the politics of 
the Midwest • 

So the spirit of ')'O\Ul9 men and women in politics 
in this qeneration is not new. I think it is more vital, I 
think it is every bit as ft'll.Ch or more concerned, but it is 
not new. 

Now, this wave of young A marie ana of th! s ti , 
born during or shortly after World·war-·It, raised in the 
Korean War, drafted into the Vietnam War,. is sane in plain 
and unadulterated terms that th world must find a way to 
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peace, a way to prevent the further spread of nw:::!lear weapons 
without further postponement, and a way to strengthen the 
United N: tions and its acekeeping machinery. Every one of 
these· demards is a legitimate one, and every one of them is 
rel vant to reality, not only to ideals; · 

This generation sees an 1uaer:i.ca of unprecedented 
wealth, it knows that wealth is not enough, which is a si n, 
.l believe, of its morttl fiber. lt looks ·at a world of in• 
qenius machines#· and it asks bow these machi:n s ean better 
serve people, rather than people beinq enslaved by the 
machine. 

This qeberation calls for a renewal ot the moral 
spirit of America in our institutions. Miqht I say that in 
that c;:all, acts of morality str nqthen the call for the 
spirit of morality. You demand a soc:iety that fosters more 
personal relations between the comnunity am its resid nts 
-- in other words, participation is the word -- between the 
government and its people, and bebleen the university and 
its students. And you want an education that does more than 
c:on£er credentials and statements. I think you want an 
education that asks the hard and touqh questions, ard are 
willing -to take some of the hard and tough answers, an educa­
tion that is concerned prfmarily with h\Ul\an values. 

I believe that. part of the ut'lrest that qrips us 
today is due to the fact that th individual fir:d'B himself 
more and more a statistic in a computer rather than per­
sonality in a living sa:iety. Biqness confronts the indivi­
dual, am the imividual strikes out to qain an identity. 

NOW', one of the most urqent questions in 1968 is 
this: Do we, young aDi old, have the skill, the determina­
tion, am the patisi'J:!e and the talents and the ideas, to 
work a revitaliz~tion of our spirit and our institutions? 

Or I can put it more directlys Do we, whatevEtr 
the generation, have the will and the perseverar¥::e to make 
this one sa:iety, to really make citizenship in this country 
meaninqfu1 for everybody? 

or are we somehow or other going to lose ourselves 
in passions aril emotions of the 1\\0ment, filled with bitter­
ness and nger and hate ard distrust; am tear down institu­
tions that ean help and divide people that need help? 

Qr the question can be put, are we goil'l<) to be run 
over by the advoc:: tes of yesterday and tie our hands before. 
the cbal1 nqes of tomorrow1 

As for me, I don' .t think a man that seeks high 
public: office has DUch riqht to expect either support or 
respect unless he can look to the tQllorrows. The-·yesterdays 
are 90ne. Their usefulness is for the lessons learned. To 
dwell upon them is to lose the future. 

I know that our ability or eapaoity-to involve 
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young men and women in eorreatiPJ old wron:rs and r vitali~­
inq and rebuilding old institutions, redefining the moral 
purpose of this society, wi11 largely determine the future 
course of this Nation, nd indeed, its g-reatness. 

In this spirit, I offer today just a- ·f!ew and I 
hope eonstructive sUCJCJestions. After al~, a campaign ought 
to be more than rhetoric, and it ouqht'"to be mor$ than noise 
or contest. It should be an eduoationa.l Cl!I:Xperien:re on the 
part of candidates ani the p.ab11e t c otmNnieat ion and dialog, 
participation and e·ontest • 

. t think first of a11, there for , we need· to lay oo t 
sOJDe speoifies as ve talk about the yc:Qng, as wa talk aboot 
the old, or as we t lk about any qroup. I o.ffer thea su9-
9estions for action. 

First, w Jlllst reduce the votinq age in national 
elections. 

(Applause • ) 
l have thouqht so and said so for twenty years, be­

cause I thought ·this was vital to this country. - I don t 
think there is any substitute for the right to participate in 
designing the policies that affect your lives. 

Second, t•s make our higher education truly 
relevant to the great needs of our time by involving the 
col~-ges al'ld the universities in th lives and in the action 
of the loaal coum\Ulities. This college is one that does. I 
happen to have learned that this coUaqe is at the very 
center of the Model ~ities Project of this OOIIU\Unity. But a 
university aiXi a college has n{) ricght any loJ¥Jer to be a 
meadow of meditation exclusively. Nor should it be some 
plac:e to merely repose and retreat. It shottld be a center 
of aetion, with the best that a un1v$rs.ity has to offer in 
its fae:ulty am its studentS 'WOrking With the people, Coming 
to grips with -ehe problems that are relevant: to our times. 

We can't afford to wall off our classrooms and our 
students froat. be real action in dolllltUnities or in our so­
ciety, and a relevant education ought to prepare each gener­
ation to engage in life, to confront social -problems with 
sympathy and undsrstandinq, to understand that both ·tn vic­
tory and defeat, there are rewards, to und.erst nd that 
participation doesn•t alway -.mean victory. Sometimes it 
merely means that you try, and come back. and try another 
ti • 

Suc:h an education should enable us to move th$ 
action out of the streets and into government antl industry 
and scaial institutions, where the work of revit liz1J19" our 
society should go 't)n. 

Jllcw, l say very candidly, as one who has spent 
mueh ot his life in the classroom as an und.,rgraduate. as a 
qraduate, as an instructor, as an assistant professor and as 
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1 a professor, I believe that the university student in this 
year 1968 and the years to cane has a responsibility second 

2 to none to set all .ample for peace1ul participation, 
orderly participation, responsible partioipetion, participa-

3 tion with. good manner«, participation with toleran::e, par­
ticipation with forebearame, participation in every aspeot 

4 of life··wbere reason prevails, rather than noise or epithets 
or slogans. 

5 You don't CJ&t any place that way. The most illit · 
ate of 1111n, of God 1 s children, denied and deprived, can take 

6 to the streets. The most :prejudieed and the most dognatia 
ahd big-oted of men and women have been lcnor.rn to take thelr 

7 case in chant, in anqer, and in bitterness and in ugly dis­
play of ill temper ani ill manners to the p.tbllc. 

8 But a university student·; privileged, if I may say, 
to have the wh'ole realm of civilization at his finqertips in 

9 the libraries· and in 1111sic and the arts and the culture of a 
qreat civilization, a univer~ity student that is the b&ne-

10 fie iary of the help of tho~ sands of others who help pay tbe 
bill of a qre t college, who help pr:ovtde the faculty am 

11 the literatur and the ta~ailities -- that ·· trl:versity student 
has a responsibility to the rest of the coaaunity sec::ond to 
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none. 
He wiU never 11 ve loii':J enough to repay his debt 

to society. He is privileged aut of the· ·2 00 IUl~ion people 
in this lam today, to be one of less than 6 .s 11tilli011 i 
universities am colleges, and only in reeent. years has that 
figure become meaninfJ:ful. And many are here beCause of a 
qenerous qovernment -- federal, state alP. local, uany are in 
universities beCause of a qenerou.s people - taxpayers and 
eontributors. ·Therefore, lrJ plea to the university today, 
and t think this is as qood a place as I!Uty to •ke it; is 
not th t you husb your tonque, not that you not challenge 
the institutions of the time, not that you fail to show your 
dlsdain and your feelings of diSCJUst with some thil¥!Js that 
take- placer rather, that yau do it in-· a way that cotllft\8nds 
respeCt, because then and only then aan you really intluen::e 
p1blic opinion, then am only then can you really change 
things. 

Yoo do not change the world in wh :lob you live by 
actiDJ as if saaehOW' or other, ywr mind had been filled 
with biqotry, in-t:olerame, and hate. It COll\es only when you 
exemplify the qualities of an educ:ated man or WOIIUin, the 
qualities of understanding, reason, tolerarce and forebear­
area, and insiqht, and the inquisitive mird: not the vin­
dic:ti e tongue, not vituperation, b.tt rather, inspiration. 

I appeal to this youD)er generation as never be­
fore to turn away from those who would lead you to the 
streets, to turn away from those who would lead you to 
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violence, to turn away from those who exemplify by their 
conduct bad lll!lnners ani disrespect, abi to turn to those 
who think, who question, who inquir , who ex mplily the 
greatest meaning of ·free speeeh and treed om of assembly. 

- X have heard the ton;ues of those who have said 

6 

that they will break up a meeting, that they will lie down 
in the votinV booths, that they will demani that the police 
take them away. May I aay that free speech is too pre:ious 
to have itabridCJed by government, a mod, or by harassment, 
that freedoa of assembly is too precious for a tree society 
to have it abridged or denied by qovermMnt, a mod, or thos 
who engaqe in practice of violen:e. 

The riqht to vote for a free society is too pre­
cious to have anybody interfere with it, directly or indi­
rectly. 

Nobody can better tell this to this world -:"boday, 
that is so troubled that at times, it s as to have lost its 
way, nobody can tell it any batter than a young"; clean, 
wholesolDa, brilliant, educated younq man or waun. I appeal 
to the universities or the colleqes to •ke that clear. 

(A pplau sa • ) 
May I ke a suggestion to the faculty, to the · 

Board of Regents or Trustees, and others responsible in any 
college, that service, servie:e to a colllaiUnity should be in­
cluded in the curriculum of a modern university, and for 
ac:ad mic credit. You will learn a whole lot aore out of the 
classroom, sometimes, than ver in it. Why shouldn't the 
work pert of the c:::olleqe work-study proqra• be in the c~ 

unity ·whar you are needed, desperately needed today -- in 
hospitals, in centers for the •ntally retarded, in centers 
for the mentally handicapped, in the slum sc:hools and the 
neiqhborhoods of deprivation, as well as at the Student Union 
or the restaur nt or the library? In other words, put the 
ea11p1s to work wl\e e he campus qats its sustenance, from 
the people. 

Why shouldn't the great human and techmc:al ·re­
souxces, aonr:entrated in our univer!ftties, be de available 
to help combat po · r uy and dis:::rimination in urban and rura1 
America. 

I c:an tell this student audience tliat we desperate! 
need today in N3W York State hundreds, thoueards of talented, 
qifted, compassionate, understanding younq man and waoen in 
institutions f"or the··mantally ill, for the mentally retarded, 
for the t=hysiaaUy handieappetl, to help our senior citizens 
-- desperatel.y. May I say that you will never do a greater 
thing for pe~ than to help so•one who is tryinq to live 
a life ot peace and decency, to help llomebody gain in life. 
What greater honor is there than to save a life? 

Thera are •ny ways to kill a person -- the bullet, 



1 

• 
2 

3 

0 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

J 11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

7 

the knife, the olub. · Bl!t there are other ways that are even 
more cruel ·-- to be killed by not being wanted 7 to be shunted 
aside; to be de-nied, to . never have a jobt to never know what 
it was to have a home, ~o nevar know what it w s to bljve an 
education, to be the vitttim of i .ntoleran::e, diserimination, 
a~ prejudice. Slow death. 

My feU ow Americans, there are thousand of our 
fellow aitiZ'ens today who are walking death. W need to 
bring Ufe bac:!k to th • Tbe way we can do it is not just 
by government - federal, state or local. We do it by in­
dividual service, volunteer serVice. t wwld l1:ke to sell 
this eollege, Canisues College, volunteer thousands of man­
hours of studen.t life ·-not to parade, not to picket, but 
to qo help somebody who needs your help and needs it 
desperately, to help a child wht' needs tutorial work, to 
help a senior citizen who needs just to visit with someonet 
to b'i!lp a crippled person to be able to ~ome self­
sustaining, to help teach, to guide; to help in recreation, 
to help in oonmunity serv-ice. :r want the college to give 
you credit on your diplo• for this. 

When X w sa professor and te.aoher, .. they used to 
say publish of perish. You have aU heard that • That iS 
the way you sort of got y•r ircrement to your sal ry if you 
p:tblished your articles in books. But l have a- new standard 
-- partieipate or perish at the university. That doesn•t 
deny you the right to publ.ish. You itdeed should, ~ 
faculty member nr a graduate student, or an underqraduate. 
But to partieipate, that should be the academic: taaxim for 
the l970•s. 

We need people·· today as never before. 'l'oday I 
propose a rmtional proqram of students and eolftftUnity servi.c:e, 
suppol!'ted by private resout.ee'S and the resoumes of the 
federal government. These fund'S would be avallabl.e) to uni­
versity and c:olleqe proqrams that grant academic: aredit to 
students for c:onnu:tdty service work -for example, tutoriJ19, 
as I mentioned today, iftbernships, su er·and year-lon;, to 
encourage biqh schools-, college an:l graduate students to 
\#'Ork with co unity leaders, to work w-ith city ha11,· the 
mayor s offit!e, lceal atd stabe officials, hospital adminis­
trators, leqal aid officials, legislators, and others.- The 
scholarships for acadelld.c, on-the-job trat·ning to·-prepare 
more people for careers i.n usaful:; ess ntial social areas, 
in housil'ig; in p.tblie hea.lth, urban renewal, recreation, 
pxblie safety, planning andr t>ther speeialties needed to re­
build our neighborhoods. 

I beUeve that oUr universities and the students 
and t~achers in them have an opportunity as no others to 
play a role· in re haping the modern urban Ame~iea. just as 
the great land-qrant oolleqes of a hundred years aqo helped 
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play a . 1eadi~ role in Shapinq and opening up the West • And 
there is the idea, the fact that the ideas of you1'19 people 
must have a dix:"ect pipeline to the hiqhest levels of 
government. 

May l say that if I am eleated tresident, I inten..d 
to establish in the Office of the President an Office of 
Youth Participation so that this eontiJa·t between the young; 
not only on the college- oam:pls b:lt throughout all of the 
structure of A1111r1ca, can be brnuqht directly to the bi9hest 
ooun::ils of government -- the Cabinet, the President, the 
Congress. 

I annource here today the for tion of a National 
Univer$i:ty Forunt ·to guide me in my campaign and during- my 
Presidercy if :t am elected. A Hulllthrey for President button 
1sn1 t a pr requisite for partie ipation. We weleome all 
comers, we welcome all ideas. We recoqnize that responsible 
dissent is vital to a free sooiety and to a democraey. 

The Forum will in::lude meeting's on ·c::a~ses 
throughout this N tion where students and teachers will be 
able to discuss the issue in this campaicgn and make their 
voices heard: a For~m Bxeeutive Co1lll\1ttee will guide it and 
will meet wtth and ~ staff regularly in the eomin;r weeks 
to .c:o'lllll'Unioate the ideas they have reeeived in their eam~s 
meet! ngs • 

In a Hum{hrey hesideney, the Forum will coht.i.IMe 
to be a 11Bjor vehicle; with its eontaet in the White House, 
tbrough which the academic ootiiR\U'lity can express it judq­
ments directly to the President. 

I am not goinq to rely on the ha}bazardnass of 
tryinCJ to find time to sett the acadeJQ.\c leaders, students 
and fee 1ty. l: want to make it a part of the structure. 
And I have- pledqed that I. will have an open Preside!X!y; a 
Presiden:y Where the PJ,blio sets priorities and shapes 
policies, instead of readinq about thetn 1n the newspapers, 
where the White House office itself will ltlove out of 
WashizuJton from time to time int-o otber parts of this country 

I pledqe here today that th• Hum};hrey Presidency 
lfill not only be receptive tb the ideas of young- people, 
but will also employ their talents. I shaU establieh a 
youth talE~Jnt bank in the Civil Service Conmission to recruit 
dynamic yQ.lng people for Plblic serv:U:e and to pu.t theta in 
positions where they aan ego to work and test their ideas. 

· The youth talen't bank wiU also make these names 
avaUable to 'local and stace qovernment as w•ll. 

Finally f I wish to express this persona1 opinion 
of so thing which is beyond the authority of a oanditlate or 
a President or anyone not privileged to sit on the board of 
trustees of ooUege or a uni rsitt. If students are to 
have their fair sa1 in their society, they nust be able to 
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partiei pate more fully in the cgovernment wh leh they are most 
directly aonneated with 1 university government. They nust 
have sanetbing to say. 

(Applause • ) 
I say I think this is long overdue. B\1t violent 

and lawless confrontations on our colleqe campuses are 
despicable, total1'! ineEUsable, and detrimental to the 
cause of student partie ipation in any part of our society. 

I ask any fair--minded person, how does it look to 
you or t:o anyone else to lfee the ugliness of a battle royal, 
polio6 and students and faculty, i.n an orgy, a melee, on 
our university caJap,te? It is bad enouqh to see it on any 
·strE:tet; il'l Cbieago or elsewhere. It is worse to see it on 

campus, totally ~~usable. 
As Kinguaan Brewster; Jr.·; President o£ Yale 

University, was reported to have said this morninq, as quot d 
in The .., York Ti'bltst "Even the 'most noble 'Person camot 
justify destroying the university as a safe hav n for th 
ruthless examratton· of realities."' 

That is what a university is for, the :ib:ee society, 
the fre 11lind, the free spirit, not the violent mind and the 
violent spirit. 

Xn essen: a, ~- it com&s dawb to~ -this• We mst shape 
our institutions to man and not bend man to the intltitutions. 
Students, teachers, pril'Ciples, citi~ens, illlst engage eaeh 
other, not across generational and administrative lil'les but 
in the CODllon work of this ooontry~ all it \It-ants to be and 
all it can be. But none of this c::an happen, not a bit of 
it, unless the idealislll al'Jd tbe energy aiKl the ability of 
the you119 is proper-ty channeled to constructiva--·];UrposC!f; 

l am prepared to help do f1l':l part, becau.se. I ha,ppen 
to bel"ieve that youth is not so ll'ltCh a matter of age as it 
is a tter of spirit. You are as young as your hopes and 
as old as your fears. Y~ are as young as ya~r faith and as 
old as your doubts. ·· 

I think that when you have hope am when you have 
faith nd ~hen you have ideals, no atter what your- ·ehron­
oloc;Jical aqe, you are a 1ltell\ber· of the younger generation. 
When you are fiUed w1tb hate and bitterness and fear and 
doubt and suspieion, you ara the walking dead, gone for all 
usef\11 purpose. 

How I turn myself over to this dietinquished panel. 
Th nk··you very 11110h. 
(Applause .-t 
(Question and Answer period.} 

-- ~ 
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CASSIUS COLLEGE 
Buffalo, New York 

~J/1~ 

Questions and Answers 

Panel 'tvlembers 

Mr. William C. Lyons 
President, Student Government 

Mr. Kenneth P. Service 
Editor of The Griffin 

Mr. David J. Goss 
Junior Class Officer 
Student Union Board Member 

Miss Carol A. Rysz 
President, Di Gannna Alpha 

Mr. Daniel P. Starr 
Buffalo, New York 

Mr. Starr. To begin, from my left to right, Mr. William Lyons, Mr. Kenneth P. Service, Mr. David Goss, Miss Carol Rysz. 

Mr. Goss. The theme of the 1968 Democratic Convention was "Promises Made ••• Promises Kept." I'd like to have a comment on that phrase in light of two 1964 promises -­those of peace and prosperity. Then, President Johnson dec 1 ared: No American boys will ever take over the major fighting in a war which should be fought by Asians. Also, the 1964 Democratic Platform proclaimed: We will seek further tax reduction -- our goal is a balanced budget and our enviable record of price stability must be maintained Four years later half a million American boys have taken over Asian burdens ru1d we find both budget ceilings and taxes higher -- the income tax sur-charge in response to galloping inflation. How do you justify these promises of peace and prosperity that were apparently never kept? 

Vice President Humphrey. Let me take them in order. First on prosperity side , we had 90 months of economic growth. 

The national economic increase, adjusted for prices, adjusted for taxes, is 32 percent. In eight years, 32 per­cent underthe Kennedy-Johnson and the Johnson-Humphrey period, as opposed to the situation under the Republicans. They had an increase in ~employment of two million. We have had a decrease of the same. We have had the lowest unemployment rate in 20 years. Our gross national product is approximately $880 billion. There were three recessions · 
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under the Republican Administrations of '53 to 1 61 that cost 
the country approximately $175 billion of lost income.. The 
whole sale price index from 1953 to 1 61 has gone up not one 
percent; it was almost identical in its increase from 1961 
to 1968. The whole sale price index went up 9.2 under the 
Republicans and it has gone up 9.3 in the last eight years, 
despite war in VietNam. 

Taxes were reduced three times, my fri end -- federal 
taxes were reduced three time s. Had the same tax rate been 
in effect in 1968 that was in effect in 1964, we would have 
had a balanced budget with a substantial surplus. The sur­
t ax is a very modest increase in taxes, very, very modest, 
a temporary one for one year. Even with that sur-tax, qwe 
have far lower federal taxes today than we had four years ago 
So on that side, I think we have an extraordinary good record 

Now, let's take a look at the international side. There 
i ·s no doubt but what we are fully involved, deeply involved 
in a tragic and costly struggle in Southeast Asia today. No 
one could have foreseen that in 1964. There was no intention 
on the part of anyone in the government to permit tmis sort 
of development to take place. We had at that time, however, 
approximately 25,000 -- about 25 to 30,000 -- I will put it i 
between those figures -- of what we called special forces 
in VietNam. They were inthe special forces camps. We had 
lost approximately 1,000 men by the fall of 1964. In 1965, 
it was obvious that a major invasion and agression from the 
North was undewway. The South Vietnam was on the verge of 
being taken over and as far as its independence or sovere ignt 
was concerned, of being destroyed.. It was the decision then 
to send in air power to try to stem the tide and hopefully 
to give some morale boost to the peoples of South Vietnam. 
That proved not to be adequate. 

I can only tell you that we felt it was necessary in 
our national interest and in the interest of long term 
stability in Southeast Asia to place the ground forces in 
South Vietnam. We do not have a majority of tae forces 
there, I might say, however, even though we have a very 
substantial amount -- 540,000, I think, is the approximate 
number. 

The South Vietnamese today have over 800,000 under arms. 
On the basis of population, that would beequivalent to an 
American army of 17 million men. They are really pushing 

their manpower hard. 

!.believe that that army today is greatly improved. 

I want to say here what I have said before: I look 
to the time, and I hope it is not too far off, waen with the 
improvement of the army of ·south Vietnam, with its new 
equipment and its better training ·ana its combat effectivenes , 
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when that army is able to give defense for its own country, 
we will be able to systematically hav~ a withdrawal of 
American forces. I believe that that can come and when I 
become the President of the United States, I shall make that one of my priority objectives -- not at the expense of South Vietnamese independence, not at the expense of our troops, but to calculate as carefully as possible and to call upon the government of South Vietnam to take on more and more 
of it s own responsibilities for self-defense and to calcu­
late, as I said, what is the requirement of manpower. 

I notice that the president of South Vietnam said some 
weeks ago that he thought that sometime in 1959,there could be some withdrawal of American forces. I think that the next President of the United State·s must take that president at his word, sit down with him, and see if that cannot be 
negotiated or worked out so that we can begin to see some light, begin to see this struggle be less and less an Americ struggle and more and more the -responsibility be taken over by the forces of South Vietnam. 

When that can happen, I can't safely predict. I have some hopes and if we can't hope, then we are hopeless people. But I think that hope is based upon some pretty good evidence, the evidence that today, the Army of South Vietnam, since the Tet offensive, has been fighting bravely and has done well an has defeatedthe Viet Cong and North Vietnamese in every major confrontation. So I do not think it is a false hope, but 
that is the best ansvrer I can give you. 

Mr. Lyons. In view of the name calling Fearless Fos-dick-- what's his name, Nixiecrats, Clear it with Strom, · how do you expect to gain the respect of the American people : 
if you are elected? · .. ~:;~·::~< .. ,,:;· :~ ' 

Vice President Humphrey. I think .,by my record of public service. Why I said those things is quite evident. In the first place, when a man says he thinks the most important thing is to double the rate of convictions and then he 
condemns the Vice President, myself, for wanting to double the war on poverty, I think that man has lost his sense of values. You are not going to make this a better America 
just because you build more jails. What this country needs are more decent neighborhoods, more educated people, better 
homes. If we need more jails, we can build them, but that ought not to be the highest objective of the presidency of the United States. 

(Applause) 

Vice President Humphrey. I have addressed myself to the subject of law and order. I happen to believe and I have practiced what I speak as a mayor of a city, I happen to 
believe that order in a community is essential to social progress. But I do not' believe that repression alone builds a better society. 
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There is another side to that coin. That is to do away with some of the inequities and the injustices which are breed­ing grounds for trouble. I don~t say that if you are poor, y9u create trouble. To the contrary, sometimes, the poor create the least amount of trouble. I have seen plenty of that evidenced. But I want to say that it is a fact that more crime is committed in the areas of poverty than any other place; it is a fact that more poor commit more crimes , it is a fact that more crimes are committed against the poor. If Mr. Nixon can close his eyes to that, then he does not have enough vision, in my book, to me at least, to be Presi­dent of this country. That is why I have said what I have. 
Miss Rysz. Mr. Humphret, if the minority planning had been accepted atthe Democratic Conv~ntion, would you have been able to stand on that ~l~nk? 

Vice President Humphrey • . I 1 11 tell you, I figured somebody might ask me that quest ion. Let me make it clear because I always have a few interpreters with me. 

I supportedthe majority ·plank What is in the majori y planning represents what I have been trying to say to this oountry for a long, long time. I think the minority plank · waffles the issue a good deal. It is not nearly · as precise as some people tmink it was. For example , while it calls for an unconditional end to all bombs in Vietnam, it does not sa when. It does not say_ i mmediately. Listen to what it says: 
"Althougn ' th.e -' war ~ in Vietnam is complex"-- that is an understatement of .... tlie day -- "the steps toward peace can be simply stated: First, an unconditional end of all bombing of ljorth ·vietnam" -- I don't know when they expect that. It d~d · not say when. 

'"' -- while continuing to provide" -- there was not a period there, there was a comma -- "while continuing to pro­vide in the , $o1,ltJ;l .{lll: .Qecessary air support for American tro s.' 
I want to tell you that is pretty clever language. It was just clever enough, may I say, to almost confuse me. Then it says: "vlewill then negotiate a mutual w~1;hdrawal." Then it says that there should be a phased withdrawal. 
Third, we will encourage our South Vietnamese allies to negotiate a political regime which government is truly representative. Then they seek to reduce American participa tion. · 

What does the majority planning say? 

It says first of all, "We reject as unacceptable a unilateral withdrawal" -- I have not found a candidate for public office that has recommended unilateral withdrawal "of our forces which will allow that aggression and subversi n to succeed. We have never demanded and do not now unconditi nal surrender by the Communists. We 'strongly support the 
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Paris talks and applaud the initiative of President Johnson 
which brought North Vietnam to the peace table. We hope 
that Hanoi will respond responsibily to this actof statesman­
ship. In the quest for peace, no solutions are freeof risks, 
but calculated risks are consistent with the responsibility 
of a great nation to seek a peace . of reconciliation • 

That just gives the next President of the United States 
an awful lot of authority. It says, Mr. President, take 

whatever risk you think you ought to take to try to get peace 
whatever it may be; this platform supports you in that. 

Then it says that recognizing that events in Vietnam 
and negotiations in Paris may -- this says you can't be 
certain what is going to happen -- we would support our 
government in the follm-ling steps: stop all bombing of 
North Vietnam. That is what the minority plank· said, 
in part, they said an unconditional, which I think is dead 
wrong. I don't think you should have unconditional. 

Then the majority plank· says when this action will 
not endanger the livesof our troops in the field. 

What did the minority planning say? It says while 
continuing to provide in the South all necessary air and 
other support for American troops. 

Now, I want to say I thought the minority pla,nk., has 
gone just apo~t , as ~ar as the majority on _ that one. 

"This action should take into account the response 
from Hanoi." What kind of response? It does not say, the 
majority plank A~ the President said in his March 31st 

· speech, any little thing. Then it goes on, troop withdrawal, 
election of a post-war government, encourage all parties of 
interest to _agree that a choice of a governm~~t in South 
Vietnam should be determined and safeguarded 
by elections open to all and for political factions and 
parties prepared to accept peaceful political processes . We 
would favor the effective international presence to facilita e 
the transition .from . war to peace and to assure the protectio o 
minorities against reprisal." I think the Majority Plank 
is a charter., .. gives .guidelines for a polLtical settlement 
in Vietnam . . . 1 think it gives the President. great leeway. 
That is why I support it. It provides the President, me and 
the present President, every kind of support that is neces­
sary for whatever initiative he may wish to take, includincr 
the cessation of bombing, when that cessation, as it says o 

here, would not endanger the lives of our troops in the 
field. And the Minority did not want to endanger the 
lives of our troops in the field. · 

The. Majority says that we should take into account 
response from Hanoi. Well, I don't think any president, 
whoever he is, would fail to take into consideration some 
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response from Hanoi. · 

So I will tie it up. I need to do this for my friends. 

I support the Majority Plank. I think the Minority 
Plank is confus ing . I think th er e are elements in it that 
are somewhat similar to the Ma jority Pl ank and I think itsi~ 
unconditional phrase is re gr e ttable. The Ma jority Plank 
did not put a time phase on it. The Ma jority Plank, I 
think, offers a chart of hope to this country and gives th e 
next President of the United Stat es the support he needs. 

I said in my acc eptance spe ech tha t the first priority 
of the next Pr esident of the United Sta tes would be to secure 
peace in Vietnam. Secondly, I said I would not feel bound 
by the polici es of the past to guide my actions on the ques­
tions of the future. And I said this relat es particularly 
to Vietnam. I am a free man. I will do what I think I 
need to do if I becom e Pre s ident of the United St ates to 
end this war, to do it honorably, to do it in terms of our 

· national interest and in th e security of Southeast Asia. But 
I want to make it very, very clea r that I have no control 
over events between now and January 20. You have one Presi­
dent at a time. That is about all you need. 

·(App 1 a use) 

Vice President Humphrey. May I suggest that everybody 
ought to read the platforms. If I had read the Minority 
Plank before I was in Philadelphia, I would not have been 
in so much trouble last week. I really was quite surpirsed 
when I found both what it said and did not say. 

Mr. Service. Mr. Vice President, you have mentioned 
that you place great value on education in the universities. 
Do you have any plans to revise the Selective Service System 
to enable an individual to complete his education before 
he has to fulfill his military commitment? 

Vice President Humphrey. Yes, I have issued a paper 
on this. First of all, the present Selective Service 
System I think is built-in trouble. That is Problem Number 
One. 

I believe in the random selection system or the lottery 
system. Once your number comes up, you've had it. ~IX~ 

If it does not, you are free. I also believe you should 
get a student -- give a student some choice as to whether 

· he wants to accept it when his number comes up or he wants 
to go on for his first two years of college. I have written 
a paper which I will be happy to give you which I think 
represents the general view which was expressed in the 
Commission ·that Burke Marshall headed. I thought Congress 
should have adopted both of those provisions. 
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I will tell you what it is I intend to do. I intend 
to see to the best of my ability as President that the 
Selective Service Boards of this country are truly repre­
sentative of the country, so that nobody feels that because 
of race or economic status, the Board is not fully repre­
sentative. These Selective Service Boards have a tremendous 
task. They deserve our· thanks, our pity and our sympathy, 
rather than our chastisement. 

I guess it has been quite well known that despite my 
high regard, and I have a high regard, for General Hershey, 
I would like to see as Selective Service Director a man of 
about 36 years of age, that stands about six feet, two, that 
has enough medals across her e to frighten all the people 
on the panel together, and come out here to the colleges 
and universities and stand up like a man and lay it on the 
line. I think that would do a lot of good. 

Mr. Starr. I am sure I know all of our panelists have 
more questions. I feel at this time, we should move on 
to the next phase of our program. The Vice President will 
entertain questions from the floor. I will ask those with 
questions to approach one of the microphones in the aisle and 
the Vice President will then answer the questions. 

Question. Were you frightened by the demonstrations? 

Vice President Humphrey. Not particularly. I thought 
this was rather kind. 

You need a new sign painter. 

Question. Do demonstrations by students on particular 
issues influence you in any way? 

Vice President Humphrey. Yes. Let me just kind 
of level with you. You know, demonstrations are not unique 
to this generation. I participated in a few out at the 
University of Minnesota. There is hardly anything you 
fellows have tried to do that I have not had a whack at 
myself along the line and I have some young ones that get 
involved as well. 

Yes, I think so. Let me say I think one of the most 
heartening things that have happened in this country was 
when the young people of our campuses decided to really take 
up their moral conscience and do something about race rela­
tions in America. I think that those freedom rides that 
the young people participated in were immensely helpful. I 
know that in 1963, during the March on Washington, when the 
late Dr. Martin Luther King addressed us from the Lincoln 
Memorial, that the presence and the demonstrations of young 
people had a very decided effect upon many people. Of 
course, that was a demonstration in which there was old and 
young, Catholic, Protestant, Jew, black and white. 

_I 
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I am sure also that the dialogue which has been set 
up by young people on the war has had a very decided effect 
1n this country. · 

I am convi~ced, may I say to you, ~hat the platform 
which we have today, if you think there is any moderation 
in it at all, is in some part, in some measure due to the 
activity of young people and also to the leadership of men 
like Senator McCarthy and Senator McGovern, and possibly to 
well may I say -- that you have the sympathetic understanding 
of a member of the Administration that stands before you. 
I have never been very interested in wars. I have tried 
to spend my lifetime in works of peace. I have had a 
little difficulty getting that message across to some of my 
young friends. But it has been a good part of my life. 

I do think that student activity, peaceful demonstra­
tions -- they don't always have to be so polite, but peaceful 
demonstration~ where you give the other fellow a right to 
be heard. The right to be heard does not mean you have to 
be taken seriously, but you ought to be heard. I think you 
have given me that chance today and I want to thank those 
who have come here who have disagreed with me. I think 
you have treated me maybe a little bit better than I deserve, 
maybe, but don't change. 

Question. Mr. Humphrey, you have said that you are 
against violence and brutality. Why, therefore- didn't you 
~peak out, use your influence in Chicago? 

Vice President Humphrey. My dear lady, I was the first 
man to ask the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Justice 
Department to check into the situation in Chicago. 

Secondly, I think that the facts are pretty clear now 
and if you want to really study the facts, there is so much 
blame on both sides -- over reaction on the part of some 
police, who were under great harassment, who were obviously 
taunted to a point of ~lmost exhaustion, and the provacateurs 
that you do not represent -- let's make it quite clear that 
there is a hand full of people in this country who have made 
it quite clear that they are out to cause trouble, that they 
intend to upset universities, that they intend to lie down 
in the street in front of voting booths -- these are not 
people who believe in democracy. This is Hitler Youth, 
this is storm trooper tactics. You ought not to have any­
thing to do with it. 

You will notice the provocateurs never get bloodied. 
They are like general staff officers, they are a half mile 
behind. they get the young people to do their work. 

I should not be advertising newspapers, because this 
paper does not always treat me as kindly as I would like -­
in fact, I would like to speak to a couple of their reporters 
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Question. Mr. Vice President, in view of Paul O'Dwyer's refusal to support your candidacy, will you actively support Mr. O'Dwyer in his Senatorial bid here in New York State? 
Vice President Humphrey. I am a~ Democrat. By the way, 5 I am not just a Democrat. I look at alternatives all the way down the line. 
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I said prior to the convention vote that if Senator McGovern, or Senator McCarthy, two life - long friends of mine if either one of them was nominated, even thou gh we seemed to disagree -- I thought people made it look like we dis­agreed more than we did -- we seeme d to disagree on an issue called Vietnam -- I said I would be glad to support either one of them in their candidacy, because I think either one of them would have been immeasurably better as President than ·Mr. Nixon or Mr . Wallace . So have no doubt about that. 

Mr. O'Dwyer has not asked for my support. I don't want to hurt him. If he thinks I can be of help to him, I will be glad -o do it. He is a Democrat. He is on the Ticket. I am a pretty good party man. I think party responsibility is rather important. So I will kind of wait to hear from Paul. 

By the way, he was my most active supporter in New York 1n 1960. Maybe this is a better sign for me now, because you know I did not do well in 1960. 

I want to wish Paul the best. 

Question. Mr. Vice President, if you have thought for 20 years that the voting age should be lowered, why, even while holding the second highest post in this nation, have you brought about no results? 

Vice President Humphrey. Well, my good friend, are you in government courses? 

Question. No, I am not. 

Vice President Humphrey. Do you take a course in government? 

Question. No, I do not. 

Vice President Humphrey. You should enroll. Then you will find out. You will find out what limited authority the Vice President has . 

Also, you ought to remember that it takes a two-thirds vote in the U.S. Senate and the Corrgress to get a 
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constitutional amendment. You have to have a constitutional 
amendment. 

Now, I propos ed that in 1950 in the Senate, with 

·1 

William Lan ger as my co-sponsor. 'I was for it when I was mayo 
of my city. I wa s for Medicar e for 16 years before it became 
law and was its author. 

You don't get things in a hurry. That is one thing some 
people have to learn. I fought hard for the right to vote 
at age 18. Now, I see at long last the America n Bar Asso­
ciation supports it. They did not support it when I first 
was for it. They supported th e dir ect election of presi­
dents. I introduced legislation for that, but I did not get 
a majority in the Congress. 

What we have to do, what I have to do is what you have 
to do - - push for it. 

Now, the President of the United Sta tes did recom-
mend voting at age 18 to the Congress. President Johnson 
recommended that. I whispered in his ear one day that it was 
a good idea. 

(Appluase) 

Vice President Humphrey. I feel he was going to do it 
anyway, because I whispered some other things in his ear 
and he did not respond. 

In all honesty, we have tried and we have to keep at it. 
I think you should keep at it. I think that is one of the 
things we should get our young people dedicated to. Some 
of the veterans organizations have come out for age 18 
voting now. Five years ago, ten years ago, they were opposed 
to it. But it takes perseverance. 

I have not faultered, my friend. I was for it at I 
believe about the time you were born and I will still be for 
it when I am looking for Geritol. 

. Question. Mr. Humphrey, there is considerable evidence 
that the United States should not win the Vietnam war, that 
the government we are supporting there is corrupt, un­
representative, would not last mor~ than a few weeks without 
massive American support. There seem to be Budhist elements, 
Viet Cong, who are the sole Vietnamese in that country 
who are for a country that will be Vietnam only. This is 
why you have been booed. This is why the radicals of Ameri­
ca can't stand you, because you don't look into that situa­
tion and say this is wrong, that these people need a better 
government, America is not going to take them over, America 
is not going to push them around, we are going to let 
them have what they want and we are going to pull out our 
Breen Berets from Guatamala and let those people be free, 
that we are going to start working for a free government in 
Bolivia, that we are going to -- , 
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Vice President Humph-ey. What was your question? 

Question. Why will you not repudiate these immoral 

policies? 

11 

Vice President Humphrey. Because you are dead wrong. 

(Applause) 

Vice President Bumphrey. My young friend, look, there 

are no absolutes in this wbrld. None of us is infallible. 

Surely there is plenty of reason to know that governments, 

not only in Southeast Asia, are corrupt. They even occasion­

ally get around here. It does smell once in a while around 

the United States. I don't want to get too direct. 

Let's just take a look. This government in South 

Vietnam, while it has lots of shortcomings, this government 

was an elected government. 

Question. May I speak to that, please7 

Vice President Humphrey. Just a minute. Equal time. 

It is an elected government. That assembly that wrote 

that constitution was an elected assembly. The national 

assembly that is in session now, like our Congress, is an 

elected assembly. To be sure, it does not have a broad base, 

but it has a pretty good base. Eleven presidents of the 

United States were elected by minority votes, one of them by 

37 percent. Even the late beloved John Kennedy did not 

get SO percent. We have had many instances in this 

country in which we have been unable to produce more than a 

plurality. 

During the War between the States, despite the fact that 

Abraham Lincoln said that the Union was insoluble, the Con­

fe~erates did not vote. 

Now, there are plenty of reasons to be critical of the 

government of South Vietnam, and as long as we are going 

to cast our blame, I think you might want to ask what 

about that elected government in North Vietnam? The Viet 

Cong is a terrorist operation, and you know it and I know it. 

Surely they are South Vietnamese. So what? A terrorist 

organization can be a terrorist organization despite its 

nationality or its identity. There is not a shadow of a 

doubt that North Vietnam is an aggressor and has troops 

in South Vietnam and had them before we were there. There 

is not any doubt that they are in Thailand today. There 

is not any doubt that they are in Laos today, despite 

the 1958 agreement about Laos. 

Let's quit kidding each other. This was is a complex 

dirty business. We would like to get a negotiated settlement . 

• 
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Your government is prepared to settle that war this after­noon. Your government is prepared for a cease fire today. I speak for this government from this ~latform. We are prepared for a cease fire now, including all hostilities stopped. 

12 

Is North Vietnam? The answer is no. Are they willing to cease fire so we can negotiate? The answer is no. 
My friend, the roadblock to peace is not in Washington, the roadblock to peace, regrettably, is in other parts of the world, one of ~NiN them ·being Hanoi. 

When you start going off on Bolivia, on Guatamala, and so forth, may I suggest that emotion is not a substitute for fact. 

An ambassador wasshot in cold blood in Guatamala just a couple of weeks ago. The United States of America is not trying to run Guatamala, the United States is not trying to run Bolivia. The American Government has done more for · this world at a greater cost of human blood and treasurer than has ever been known. 

(Applause) 

" Question. Without getting emotional, I would like to speak to two points. First of all, do you deny that there are Green Berets in Guatamala? 

Secondly, in the election, do you think it was a fair election? No one who would advocate peace, no one who advocated a coalition government, was permitted on the ballot in South Vietnam. If you take the percent of those adults in the country who voted for Thieu, it was only 20 percent. I think he got about 32 percent of the election, but only about . 20 percent of the people. 

No one -- even the guy who was the least little bit for peace, he is in jail. That is what we are working for. That is why U Thant of the United Nations said the United States is working agiinst freedom in South Vietnam . 
Vice President Humphrey. First of all, may I say that I think the Government of South Vietnam has made a tragic mistake in putting Mr. Thieu in jail. I think that was most unfortunate, regrettable. I hope they release him. They should. It is one of those acts that cannot be condoned or in any way supported. That is number one. 
Number two, all persons were permitted to vote· in that election that were willing to accept the peaceful processes and peaceful results save the Communists. We had a group of people who went over there to examine that election and some of them were reporters. They have a way of finding 
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out what is wrong. They are experts at that. Let me tell 
you that the report back to the United States was that that 
was a pretty good election; not a perfect election. They 
have not had many elections. In some places, they have 
never had an election in a thousand years. But there 
were governors, mayors, congressman, Republicans, priests, 
Democrats, Rabbis that went there as a team to observe that 
election. And their report to this country was a pretty 
good report. 

Men like John Knight of the Knight Publications, who is 
a severe critic of the United States on Vietnam. Men like 
Archbishop Lucey of San Antonio. Men like Theodore Roosevelt 
McKellaen. There were others that went on to see that elec­
tion. It was a pretty good one. 

Let me tell you about some of our elections. When we 
got our Constitution, nobody was elected to go to it. One 

· hundred men were invited, none of them elected. Fifty-five 
came. Thirty-nine stayed, 38 signed, and they never had a 
reporter in the House. And the Constitution of Vietnam was 
under constant surveillance. 

Secondly, the Capitol of the United States had been 
moved 11 times between 1776 and 1790. We did not have such 
stability, either. 

Third, EN~~~NXNXXKX~Il~ George Washington had a little 
trouble even getting supplies and he had plenty of corruption. 

Fourth, the chief of staff of the U.S. Army under 
John Adams was in the pay of the Spanish Emporer. 

Fifth, cessation, in the 1800's was a pattern in the New 
England States. Finally, civil war broke out in the 1860's. 

· We have not always been so sweet and lovely and we had 
a pretty much unified society with an Anglo Saxon background. 

These people have been the victims of French Colonialism, 
27 years of war, Viet Cong terrorism, and open aggression. 
The amazing thing is they have a government and the fact is 
they have a pretty good one now. 

They have brought in a new rna~, Mr. Huang. They are 
bringing back big Min the General, they are broadening 
the base of this government, they have 800,000 men in the 
Armed Forces, they have already prosecuted 66 district 
leaders, 26 province chiefs, 400 officers of the military~ 
they are beginning to do something. 

May I suggest that you put the same scrutiny on that 
fellow called Ho Chin Min and his regime. I believe that it 
is about time that people who believe in democracy start to 
have some equal justice .. 
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Question. Why did you not speak on the non-proliferation 
treaty now before Congress especially in view of the Russian 
intervention in Czechoslavakia? 

Vice President Humphrey. First of all, the Russian 
intervention in Czechoslovakia is inexcusable. It is an 
open innovation. It is a violation of all the sensitivities 
of humanity. That is number one. Secondly what is its 
relationship to the nonproliferation treaty: the treaty 
to prevent the spread of nuclea r weapons? I think none 
except possibly to remind us of the dangerous world in ' 
wfuich we live. The non proliferati ·)IL treaty is designed 

to prevent other nations that do not have nuclear weapons from getting 
them, because the more nations with nuclear weapons, the greater the 
danger, the greater the possibility of nuclear confrontation. Have 
you ever thought what it would be like if there were nuclear weapons 
in the middle east today? Have you thought what it would be like if 
there were nuclear ~~~~~MMXM~X~Kl weapons spread from Southeast Asia 
and , lndia and Pakistan, that area. 

What this treaty is for is to try to build a protective system 
to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons technology and the placement 
of nuclear weapons around the world. I think this is in our national 
interest. We have all the nuclear weapons that ,.,e · wi 11 need. There 
is nothing in this treaty that denies us from making more if you want 
more. I can tell you as a member of the National Security Council, 
you have enough to kill everybody. You can do it twice in case some­
body crawls out from under a rock. 

It is a tragic thing to even talk about. The Soviet Union 
has enough nuclear weapons to ~~Xl< obliterate this country. There 
isn't any lack of nuclear weapons. What we need is to prevent the 
spread of that techno 1 ogy and then to cut back on the arms race 
between the super powoers and all of us. 

take sharp issue with Mr. Nixon who on the one hand says he 
favors the treaty, but on the other hand ·says not nON. NCM is the 
time, when the tensions in the world are rising, when 80 nations have 
already signed that treaty, when we were the people who proposed it, 
when we knCM that it is in our national interest, when we knCM that 
it has no re 1 ati onsh i p at a 11 to what happened in Czechs lovak i a. It 
relates only to whether or not we are going to have a more dangerous 
world in which there are more nuclear weapons. I think the time 
to ratify it is now and I call upon Mr . . Nixon to quit trying to avoid 
the issue. He says he is for it but not now. Well, I am for it and 
I am for it nCM. I think it is good for this nation, I think it protects 
our security and I think it is good for the cause of peace throughout 
the world. To avoid it is unpardonable. We ought to do something 
about it. 

I want to thank friend and foe alike. You sure gave me a workout. 
have enjoyed every minute of it. 
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MR. MODERATOR: It is indeed a pleasure to have 

2 
year's program of distinguished visitors on campus begin s 

3 
auspiciously. It is not everyday that the Vice resident 

4 
of the United States of America visits on campus. Mr. Vic 

5 
President, thank you for coming. We hear that you are als 

6 
running for another office. In any case, I am sure that 

7 
your visit will be of a tremendous educational ex9erience 

8 
for all of us. We hope you will have other political gian s 

9 
visit our campus and possibly of every other political fai 

10 so as to give everyone equal time. But, today, Mr. Vice 

11 President , Canisius College is yours. 

12 Now, before the Vice President 

13 speaks, let me introduce one of the most distinguished 

14 alumni of our college, Mr . Charles Desmond, Class of 1917, 

15 Chairman of the Canisius College Board, Member of our Boar 

16 of Political Science Faculty and former Appeals Court Judg • 

17 Judge Desmond is the man under whose sponsorship the Vice 

18 President is visiting us today. 

19 

20 JUDGE DESMOND: Mr. Vice President, I take great 

21 pride in being part of these exercises and I will recip-

22 rocate by being very brief. Mr. Vice President, you are 

23 welcomed today by a little city oollege, a college which 
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for almost a hundred years has seen pass through its doors, 

2 many sons and grandsons. Now, the daughters, too, of the 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

immigrants who came here to the Niagara Frontier, the eros 

roads of empires, to build a great community here, when 

your ancestors, Sir, were striking out a little more dista 

It is appropriate that the Vice President begins his campa gn 

in New York State, with a visit to this academic center, 

since a few have made it known he has been at several time 

a professor at two great universities and a professor in 

another college in the midwest. Appropriate, too, at this 

time, to both Vice President Humphrey and Senator Muskie 

who has known Buffalo connections~ and I am sure that this 

is the first time in the history of our Republic that the 

two people have had a mass meeting - and both from Phi Bet 

Capa. 

MR. MODERATOR: Now, I shall introduce Mr. Michael 

Vogel, the Class of 1969 Editor and Chief of the College 

Year Book, who will introduce to you the Vice President 

of the United States. 

MR. VOGEL: I can't help but notice the opposi g 

array of placards we have today. It has been toward an 
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increased youth involvement, an involvement which remains 

2 a catch word of seeing our own student body taking a far 

3 more active role in both national and local politics. 

4 Today , we have an opportunity to 

5 hear one of the candidates from the office of the Vice 

6 President. We are both pleased and honored to have this 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

opportunity, coming as it does, at the beginning of the 

national campaign. The office of the Vice President is a 

particularly difficult one with a large share of responsi­

bility. This office has enabled Mr . Humphrey to (inaudibl ) 

the Presidency. 

I consider it, both an honor and a 

privilege, to be able to introduce to you the Vice Preside t 

of the United States of America , as a democratic nominee 

to the Office of the President - the Honorable Hubert H. 

Humphrey. 

MR . VICE PRESIDENT: Thank you for your introduction, 

Judge Desmond. I see that you have a number of students 

here. I noticed how generously they applauded you. It wa 

good and all this helps ease the marking situation around 

examination time. 

I am very honored and very pleased 
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to have with us today, Congressman Dulski and Congressman 

2 McCarthy and the distinguished Mayor of the City of Buffal , 

3 Mayor Sedita. I am very pleased, also, to see the grass 

4 roots dissenters that are here. Father Demske has been 

5 kind enough to tell me that some of the spokesmen of the 

6 other parties will have equal time here. Of this, I am 

7 most grateful, in one way, that we have a chance to get 

8 some votes - and I want to show my appreciation. He 

9 indicated that I was applying for another job. I want to 

10 tell all of my fellow political scientists that an electiv 

11 office is a precarious pursuit - and the Vice President is 

12 rather precarious and dangerous, as you found out. 

13 My seniority contract ran out and 

14 not only that - the management quit. If my feet didn•t 

15 hurt so much and I were a better sign reader, I might join 

16 the demonstrators, but I decided that I would aspire to 

17 the highest office within the gift of the American people 

18 and should that not succeed Father Demske, I want you 

19 to know that my credentials as a teacher of political scie ce 

20 are still in order - I might be available. I have always 

21 liked Buffalo and I would be more than happy to present 

22 
whatever credentials I might have. 

23 
I was talking to Congressman Dulsk 
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on the way, and I asked him for a little background about 

2 this great college, Canisius College. Most of what he tol<P 

3 me, I can•t tell you, but he did tell me this, 11 you say 

4 this to Father Demske and to the faculty and others, that 

5 when he was a student 11 
- I won•t tell you how long ago he 

6 said it was - he said, 11 there was no democracy then 11 
- so, 

7 things have changed, I see. And he also went on to tell 

8 me that he led a revolt to build a student union instead o 

9 a chapel. Right after that, he was elected to Congress. 

10 I come here today to visit with 

11 you for a few minutes on my part, and then, to open this 

12 gathering to questions from the panel and from the floor. 

13 I come to talk to you on what I believe is the role of the 

14 student generation in the American political scene and in 

15 the American society. I think we all recognize that withi~ 

16 a very few years, in fact, eight years, we will be cele-

17 brating the 200th anniversary of this Republic, that calls 

18 for (inaudible) with very young men. Their average age 

19 was thirty-six. Thomas Jefferson, most famed and noted 

20 for the Declaration of Independence was twenty-eight. 

21 We will close the second century 

22 of our national life with another gifted and precocious 

23 generation of young people. A generation, that I believe, 
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has insisted on matching our reality with our ideals. The e 

2 has been a great deal happening in this generation, with 

3 the Freedom Marches of the 1960•, the Peace Corps, The 

4 International Volunteer Services , a growing student intere t 

5 in public affairs and there has been an ever increasing 

6 interest of young people in all forms of public life. I 

7 consider this one of the most encouraging developments of 

8 the century. 

9 My public life started with very 

10 young people -- they once called it the Humphrey Diaper 

11 Brigade. Men like Secretary Freeman , the Secretary of 

12 Agriculture, Senator McCarthy, Congressman Fraser and myse f, 

13 and others, were the openers, so to speak, for a new 

14 generation of politics in the midwest. So, the spirit of 

15 young men and women in American politics in this generatio 

16 is not new. I think it is more vital. I think it is ever 

17 bit as much - or more concerned, but it is not new. 

18 Now, this wave of young Americans, 

19 at this time, born during - or towards the -- shortly afte 

20 World War 2, raised with the Korean War and drafted into 

21 the Vietnam W?r , is saying in plain and unadulterated term 

22 that the world must find a way to peace -- a way to preven 

23 the further spread of nuclear weapons, without further 
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postponement and a way to strengthen the United Nations 

and its peace-keeping machine. 

And every one of these demands is 

a lengthy one and every one relative to reality, not only 

to ideals. This generation sees an America of unprecedentEd 

wealth, and yet, knows that wealth is not enough - which i 

a sign, I believe, of its moral fiber. It looks at a worlc 

of ingenious machines and it asks how these machines can 

better serve people, rather than people being enslaved by 

the machine. This generation calls for a renewal of the 

moral spirit of America in our institutions. May I say 

that in that call, asks of moral strength than the call fo 

the spirit of morality. 

You demand a society that fosters nore 

personal relations between the community and its residents 

In other words, participation is the word, between the 

government and its people and between the universities and 

its students. And you want an education that does more 

than confer credentials and status. You want an education 

that asks the hard and tough questions and is willing to 

take the tough and hardened answers. And education that 

is concerned more· with human values. 

I think most of the unrest that 
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grips us today is due to the fact that the individual findE 

2 himself more and more a statistic in a computer, rather then 

3 a personality. In a living society, bigness confronts the 

4 individual and the individual strikes out to gain an ident ty. 

5 Now, one of the most urgent questicns 

6 of 1968 is this -- do we, young and old, have the skill, 

7 the determination and the patience and the talents and the 

8 ideas, to work a revitalization of our spirits and our 

9 institutions. But I can put it more directly -- do we, 

10 whatever the generation, have the will and the perseverancE 

11 to make this one society - to really make citizenship in 

12 this community meaningful for everybody -- or are we, 

13 somehow or another, going to show ourselves in partiality 

14 and emotions of the moment, filled \vith bitterness and 

15 anger and hate and distrust, tear down institutions that 

16 can help and divide people that need help -- or the questi~Dn 

17 c~n be put -- are we going to run over the advocates of 

18 yesterday - to be run over by the advocates of yesterday, 

19 and tie our hands before the challenges of tomorrow. 

20 As for me, I don 1 t think a man 

21 that seeks high public office has much right to expect 

22 either support or respect, unless he can look to the 

23 tomorrows. The yesterdays are gone - their usefulness is 
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from the lessons learned - to dwell upon them is to lose 

2 the future. I know that our ability or capacity to involv 

3 young men and women in correcting old wrongs and revital-

4 izing and rebuilding old institutions, redefining the mora 

5 purpose of this society will largely determine the future 

6 course of this nation - and indeed, its greatness. 

7 In this spirit I offer today, just 

8 a few suggestions that I hope are constructive - it ought 

9 to be even more - it should be an educational experience 

10 on the part of Candidates and the public, communication 

11 and dialogue, participation and contest . I think, first 

12 of all, therefore, we need to lay out some specifics. If 

13 we talk about the young or if we talk about the old, or an 

14 group, I offer these suggestions for action. 

15 First of all, we must reduce the 

16 voting age in national elections. I've thought so - and s id 

17 . 
so - for twenty years, because I thought this was vital in 

18 this Country. I don•t think there is any substitute for 

19 
the right to participate in designing the policies that 

20 
affect your lives. 

21 
Second, let•s make our higher 

22 
education truly relevant to the great need for our time, 

23 
by involving the colleges and the universities in the live 
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and in the action of the local communities -- and this 

college is one that does. I happen to have learned that 

this college is at the very center of the Model Cities, a 

precinct here in this community -- but a university and a 

college has no right any longer, to be a model of educatio 

excluding -- nor should it be someplace to merely repose 

and retreat -- it should be a center of action with the 

best that a university has to offer, with ~s faculty and 

its students working with the people, coming to grip with 

the problems that are relative to our times. ~ve can•t 

afford to wall off our classrooms and our students from 

the real action in our communities and in our society. A 

relative education ought to prepare each generation to eng~ge 

in life, to confront social problems with sympathy and 

understanding, to understand that both in victory and defeat 

there are awards. Understand that participation doesn't 

. 
always mean victory - sometimes it merely means that you 

try and fail, but come back and try another time. And 

such an education should enable us to move the action out 

of the streets and into government andindustry and social 

institutions where the work of revitalizing our society 

should go on. 

Now, I say, very candidly, as one 
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who has spent much of his life in the classroom as an unde -

graduate, graduate, instructor and assistant professor and 

professor, that the university student of this year, 1968, 

and the years to come, has a responsibility second to none 

to set an example for peaceful participation, orderly 

participation, responsible participation - participation 

with good manners, with tolerance , with forbearance and 

participation in every aspect of life , where reason prevai ~s . 

rather than noise or epitaphs, or slogans . You don't get 

anyplace that way. The most illiterate of men of God's 

children, denied and deprived, can take to the streets. 

The most pestilent and most augmented and bigoted of men 

and women have been known to take their case and changed -

in anger and in bitterness - in an ugly display of ill 

temper and ill manners to the public, but a university 

student, privileged - if I must say - to have the whole 

realm of civilization at his fingertips, in its libraries 

and museums and arts and cults of civilization -- a un­

iversity student who is the beneficiary of the help of 

thousands of others wh help pay the bill of a great collece, 

who help provide the faculty in the lights and facilities 

-- that university student who responded to the rest of 

the community - second to none - he will never live long 
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enough to repay his debt to society. He is privileged. 

of the two hundred million people in this land today, less 

than six and a half million are in universities and colleg 

-- and only in recent years has that figure become meaning 

ful. Many are here because of a generous government -

Federal, State and Local. Many are in universities becaus 

of a generous people - tax payers and contributors. 

Therefore, my plea to the universit 

today - and I think this is as good a place as any to give 

it - is not that you hush your tongue, not that you challe 

the institution of the time, not that you fail to show you 

disdain and your feelings of disgust with some things that 

take place -- rather that you do it in a way that commands 

respect, because then and only then, can you really influe ce 

public opinion. Then and only then, can you really change 

things. You do not change the world in which you live by 

acting as if, somehow or another, your mind has been fille 

with bigotry and intolerance and hate. It comes only when 

you exemplify the qualities of an educated man and woman, 

to the qualities of understanding and reason and tolerance 

and forbearance -- not the vindictive tongue, not by 

trepidation, rather, inspiration. 

I appeal to this younger generatio , 
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as never before, to turn away from those who would lead yo 

to violence and to turn away from those who would exemplif 

by their manner and who think and who question, who inquir , 

who exemplify the greatest meaning of free speach and 

freedom of assembly - have said they will break up a meeti 

- that they will lie down in a voting booth, that 

demand that the police take them away. May I say 

speach is too precious to have it abridged by government, 

a mob or harassment. The freedom of assembly is too preci us 

to a free society, to have it abridged by government, a 

or those who engage in practices of violence. And the 

right to vote for a free society is too precious to have 

anybody interfer with it, directly or indirectly and 

I 

nobody can better say this to this world today, that is so 

troubled that time seems to have lost its way. Nobody can 

tell it any better than a young clean, wholesome, brillian , 

well educated young man and woman - - and I appeal to the 

universities and colleges to make that clear. 

May I make a suggestion to the 

faculty and to the Board of Regents or Trustees, that are 

responsible to any college service - service to a communit 

should be included in the curriculum of a modern universit 

-- and you will hear a lot more out of the classrooms, 
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sometimes, than in it. 

\\Thy shouldn 1 t the working student 1 

practice be in the community where you are needed - desper 

ately needed - in hospitals and mental institutions, helpi g 

the mentally retarded, the physically handicapped, in the 

slum schools, as well as at the student union or restauran 

or library? In other words, put the campus to work where 

the campus gets its sustenance. Concentrate in our 

universities, be made available to help combat poverty and 

discrimination in an urban and rural America. I can tell 

this student audience that we desperately need, today, in 

New York State, hundreds, thousands of talented, gifted, 

compassionate, understanding men and women in the institu-

tions for the mentally ill, physically retarded, to help 

our senior citizens, desperately -- and may I say that you 

will never do a greater thing for peace, than to help 

someone who is trying to live a life of peace and decency, 

to help someon gain a life -- what greater honor is there, 

than to save a life? There are many ways to kill a person, 

from the bullet to the club, but there are other ways that 

are even more brutal to be killed by not being wanted. 

To be shunted aside, to be denied, to never have a job, t 

never know what it was to have a home, to never know what 
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it was to have an education , to be the victim of intoller-

2 able discrimination and prejudice - slow death. My fellow 

3 Americans, there are thousands of our fellow citizens toda 

4 that are a walking death -- and we need to bring life back 

5 to them and the way we can do it is not just by government 

6 Federal, State or Local, but we do it by individual servic , 

7 voluntary service . I'd like to see this college, Canisius 

8 College, volunteer thousands of man hours of student life 

9 - not to parade, not to picket, but to go help somebody 

10 that needs your help and needs it desperately - to help a 

11 child that needs tutorial work, to help a senior citizen 

12 that needs just a visit with someone, to help a crippled 

13 person to be able to become self-sustaining - to help, 

14 teach, guide - to help in recreation, to help in communit 

15 service - - and I want the college to give you credit on 

16 your diploma for doing that. 

17 
Now, when I was a professor and t 

18 they used to say, 11 publish or perish 11 
- you have all hear 

19 that. That's the way you are sorting out your salary-
20 

that you publish a little more in the articles, in the bo 
21 

but I have a new standard -- 11 participate or perish 11 

22 
at the university. That doesn't deny you the right to 

23 
publish, but "participate or persih 1

', that should be the 
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academic maxim of the 1970's, because we need people today 

2 as never before. 

3 Today, I propose, therefore, a 

4 national program of students in community service, support d 

5 by private resources and the resources of the Federal 

6 Government - and these funds would be available to univers 

7 ities and college programs that grant academic credits to 

8 students for community service. For example, tutoring 

9 under-privileged children, internships, summer and year lo g, 

10 to encourage high school, college and graduate students to 

11 work with community leaders, to work in City Hall, the 

12 Mayor's office, .Local and State officials, hospital admin-

13 istrators, legal aid officials, legislators, and others. 

14 Useful, essential work, recreation, public safety, languag , 

15 scholarships for academic plus on-the-job training, to 

16 prepare more people for careers in useful, essential socia 

17 areas - in housing, public health, urban renewal, recreati n, 

18 public safety, planning and other specialties needed to 

19 rebuild our neighborhoods. I believe that our utiYersities, 
20 and the students and teachers in them, have an opporutnity, 
21 as no others, to play a role in reshaping the modern, urba 
22 America, just as the great land grant colleges of a 

23 years ago helped play a leading role in shaping and openi 
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up the West -- and there's an idea -- the fact that the id 

2 of young people must be a direct pipeline to the highest 

3 levels of government. 

4 May I say that if I •rn elected Pres 

5 ident, I intend to establish in the office of the Presiden , 

6 an office of Youth Participation, so that the contact betw 

7 the young - not only on the college campus - but throughou 

8 all of the structures of America, can be brought directly 

9 to the highest councils of Government, the Cabinet, the 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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President, to congress. I announce here, today, the forma ion 

of a national service forum to guide me in my campaign and 

during my Presidency - if I am elected. A Humphrey for 

President button isn•t a prerequisite for participation -

we welcome all corners, we welcome all ideas, and we recogn ze 

that responsible dissent is vital to democracy. The forum 

will include meetings on campuses throughout the nation, 

where people, students and teachers, will be able to discu s 

the issues of this campaign and make their voices heard. 

A formal executive committee will guide it and meet with 

me and my staff regularly in the coming weeks, to communic te 

their ideas they have received in their campus meetings. 

In a Humphrey Presidency, the forum will continue to be a 

major vehicle, with its contact in the \•'hite House, where 
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it can express its judgments directly to the President . 

2 I am not going to rely on the haphazardness of trying to f'nd 

3 time to see the academic leaders, students and faculty --

4 I want to make it a part of this structure and ed 

5 that I will have an open presidency - a presidency where 

6 public sets priorities and shapes policy - instead of 

7 reading about them in the papers. Where the White House, 

8 itself, will move out of tvashington, from time to time. I 
9 pledge here, today, that the Humphrey Presidency will not nly 

10 be receptive to the ideas of young people, but also emplo 

11 their talents. I shall establish a Youth Talent Bank in 
12 the Civil Service Commission to recruit dynamic young peo 
13 for public service and put them in positions where they 
14 go to work and test their ideas. The Youth Talent Bank 
15 also make these names available to Local and State Govern ent 
16 as well . 

17 
Finally, I wish to express this 

18 personal opinion about something that is beyond the autho 
19 of a candidate or a President, or anyone not privileged t 
20 sit on the Board of Trustees of a college or university -
21 if students are to have their fair say in society, they 
22 must be able to participate more fully in the government 
23 which they are most directly connected with - university 
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government. They must have something to say about it . 

2 This has been long overdue -- but violent and lawless con-

3 frontations on our college campuses are despicable, totall 

4 inexcusable and detrimental to the cause of student partie -

5 pation in any part of our society. I ask any fair-minded 

6 person, how does it look to you or to anyone else, to see 

7 the ugliness of a battle royal , police and students and 

8 faculty engaged in an orgy or melee on a university campus 

9 It•s bad enough to see it on any street - Chicago or else-

10 where-- it•s worse to see it on a campus -and it•s total y 

11 inexcusable. 

12 
As Mr . Martin Luther King once sai , 

13 as quoted in the New York Times, "even the most noble purp se 

14 cannot justify in destroying the universities as a safe 

15 haven for the ruthless examination of realities" . That is 

16 what a university is for - the free society, the free mind 

17 
the free spirit - not the violent mind and the violent spi it. 

18 
In essence, fr comes down to this -- we must take our 

19 
institutions to man and not bend man to the institutions . 

20 
Teachers and students and Presidents and citizens must 

21 
engage each other, not to cross administrative lines, but 

22 
in the common work in making this community all it wants 

23 
to be and all it can be. But none of this can happen - no 
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a bit of it, unless the ability of the young is properly 

2 channeled to constructive purpose. I am prepared to help 

3 do my part because I happen to believe that youth is not 

4 so much a matter of age, as it~ a matter of spirit. You• e 

5 as young as your hopes and as old as your fears. You•re 

6 as young as your faith and as old as your doubts. I think 

7 that when you have hope and when you have faith and when 

8 you have ideals, no matter what your chronological age, yo 

9 are a member of the younger generation -- and when you are 

10 filled with hate and bitterness and fear and doubt and 

11 suspicion, you are the walking dead -- gone for all useful 

12 purposes. 

13 Now, I turn myself over to this 

14 distinguished panel. Thank you, very much. 

15 
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MR. MODERATOR: Mr . Vice President, we have the 

panel of Canisius students who would like to address some 

questions to you. 

Before I, briefly, introduce the 

panelists, I would like to mention to the members of the 

audience that following the brief question period, followi g 

this, the Vice President will be happy to entertain questi ns 

from the floor, so I ask that you hold your questions unti 

that time. 

To begin, just briefly, from my 

left to right, Mr. David J. Goss, Junior Class Officer~ 

Mr . Nilliam c. Lyon, President of the Student Government~ 

Mis s Carol Rysz, President , Di Gamma Alpha ~ and I•:r. Kennet 

service, Editor of the school newspaper, The Griffin. 

MR. VICE PRESIDENT: Fine, let•s take them one at a tim • 

MR . DAVID GOSS: Mr. Vice President, the theme of 

the 1968 National Democratic Convention was, "promises 

made, promises kept." I would like to have a comment on 

that phrase, in light of two 1964 promises, those of peac 

and prosperity. Then , President Johnson declared in that 

campaign, and I quote, "No American boys will ever take 
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over the major fighting and war which should be fought by 

2 agents. Also, the 1964 Democratic platform proclaimed, 

3 

4 
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11 we will seek further tax reduction, our goal is a balance 

budget and our enviable record of price stability must be 

maintained 11
• Four years later, half a million American 

boys have taken over Asian burdens and we find both budget 

ceilings and taxes higher. The income tax surcharge in 

response to galloping inflation. Hy question, then, Mr. 

Vice President, is, how do you justify these promises of p ace 

and prosperity that were, apparently, never kept? 

MR. VICE PRESID~NT: Hell, let me take them in order. 

First, on the prosperity side, we had ninety months con­

secutive economic growth. The net income for families 

adjusted for price increases adjusted for taxes is 32 perc nt 

and eight years of 32 percent increase under the Kenney­

Johnson Johnson-Humphrey period, as compared to the Nixon 

Republican Eisenhauer period, they had 9 percent. They 

had an :increase of unemployment of two million. Wle have 

the lowest unemployment rate that this country has had in 

twenty-five years. Our gross national product is approxi 

mately eight hundred and eighty billion dollars. There 

were three recessions under the Republican administration of 
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•53 to •61, that cost this country, approximately, one 

hundred and seventy-five billion dollars in lost income. 

3 wholesale index for 1953 to 1961 has gone up - was almost 

4 identical in its increase as from 1961 to 1968. The whole 

5 sale price index went up 9.2 and it's gone up to 9.3 in 

6 the last eight years, despite the war in Vietnam. Taxes 

7 were reduced three times. Had the same tax rate been in 

8 effect in 1968 that was in effect in 1964, we would have 

9 had a balanced budget with a substantial surplus. The 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

surtax is a very modest increase in taxes - very, very 

modest - a temporary one for one year -- and even with 

that surtax, we have far lower Federal taxes today, than 

we had four years ago. So, on that side, I think we have 

a very good record - an extraordinarily good record. 

Now, let's take a look at the 

16 international side. There is no doubt but what we are 

he 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
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fully involved and deeply involved in a tragic and costly 

strugglein Southeast Asia today. No one could have fores n 

that in 1964. There was no intention on the part of anyo e 

and the Government to permit this sort of development to 

take place. We had, at that time, however, approximately 

twenty-five thousand about twenty-five to thirty thous nd 

- I•ll put it in between that figure - of what we call 
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"Special Forces" in Vietnam. They were in the special fore s 

2 camps. ~ve had lost, approximately, one thousand men by the 

3 fall of 1964. In 1965, it vJas obvious that a major mvasio 

4 and aggression from the north was under way. The South Vi 

5 nam was on the verge of being taken over, and as far as 

6 independence or sovereignty was concerned, of being destro d. 

7 
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It was the decision then , first, to send in air power, to 

try to stem the tide and hopefully to give some morale -

morals boost to the peoples of South Vietnam that prove 

not to be adequat . I can only tell you that we felt it wa 

necessary in our national interest and in the interest of 

long term stability in Southeast Asia , to place these grou 

forces in South Vietnam. We do not have a majority of the 

forces there, I might say, however, even though we have a 

verty s~~tantial amount of five hundred forty thousand, I 

think, is the approximate number. The South Vietnamese, 

today, have over eight thousand under arms . On the basis 

of population, that would be equivalent to an American arm 

of seventeen million men. They are really pushing their 

man power hard. I believe that that army today is greatly 

improved and I want to say here, what I have said before -

I look to the time, and I hope it•s not too far off- when 

with the improvement of the army of South Vietnam, with it 
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new equipment and better training and its combat effective ess, 

2 when that army is able to give defense for its own Country 

3 that we will be able to systematically have a withdrawal 

4 of American forces. I believe that that can come and when I 

5 become President of the United States, I shall make that o ~e 

6 of my priority objectives -- not at the expense of South 

7 Vietnamese independance, not at the expense of our troops, 

8 but to calculate as carefully as possible and to call upon 

9 the government of South Vietnam to take on more and more o 

10 its own responsibilities for self-defense and calculate, 

11 as I have said, what is the requirement of manpower. I 

12 notice that the President of South Vietnam said some weeks 

13 ago, that the thought that some time in 1969 that there 

14 could be some withdrawal of American forces. 

15 I think that the next President of 

16 the United States must take that President at his word, mu~t 

17 sit down with him and see if that cannot be negotiated or 

18 
worked out, so that we can begin to see some light - begin 

19 
to see this struggle be less and less an American struggle 

20 
and more and more of the responsibility being taken over 

21 
by the forces of South Vietnam. 

22 
Now, when that can happen, I can•t safely 

23 
predict - I have some hopes - and if we can't hope, then 

I 
CT· 9 ISABELLE M. CORMIER- City Court Reporter 

I 



CT-9 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

27 

we are a hopeless people. But I think that hope is based 

upon some pretty good evidence. The evidence that, today, 

that the army of South Vietnam has set up defenses, has 

been fighting bravely, and has done well and has defeated he 

Wiet Cong and the North Vietnamese in every major engagme t. 

So, I don•t think it's a false hope. That's the best I 

can give you. 

MR. ~HLLIAr1 LYONS: In view of the name calling, for 

example, Fearless Fosdick, Nixie Kratzer and Strom Thurma , , 

how do you expect to gain the respect of the American peop e, 

in the event you are elected? 

MR. VICE PRESIDENT: I think by my record of public 

service - my record of public service. Why I said those 

things are quite evident. For example, when a man says 

the most important thing is to double the rate of convict' ns 

- but any rate, he condems the President and myself, too, 

that man has lost his sense of values. You're not going 

to make this a better America, just because you build mor 

jails. f.ihat this community needs is more education, bett r 

homes -- if we needed better jails, we could build them -

but that need not be the highest objective of the Preside 
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of the United States. 

2 May I say on the subject of law an 

3 order, I happen to believe and I have practiced what I 

4 speak, as a Mayor of a City, I happen to believe that law 

5 and order in a community is essential for social progress, 

6 but I do not believe that a repression alone, builds a bet er 

7 society. There is another side of that coin and that is, 

8 to do away with some of the iniquities and the injustices 

9 

10 
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which are a breeding ground for trouble. I don't say, if 

you have power you are creating trouble - that isn•t neces ary. 

I want to say that it is a fact that more crime is committ d 

in the areas of poverty, than any other place. It is a fa t 

that more poor people commit more crimes . It is a fact th t 

more crimes are committed against the poor . Now, if Mr. 

Nixon can close his eyes to that, he doesn't have enough 

vision, to me, to be President of this country . 

HISS CAROL RYSZ: If the minority platform had been 

accepted, would you have been able to stand on the minorit 

plank? 

M~ . VICE PRESIDENT: I figured somebody might ask me th t. 

Would you have been able to stand on that? What's in the 
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majority plank represents what I have been trying to say 

2 to this country for a long, long time. I think that the 

3 minority plank waffles the issue. It isn't nearly as prec se 

4 as some people think. ~Vhile it calls for unconditional 

5 ending for bombing, it doesn't say when, it doesn't say 

6 immediately. Although the war in Vietnam is complex - tha 

7 

8 
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is an understatement. Unconditional first, and unconditio al 

ends all bombing of North Vietnam. I don't know when they 

expect it - it doesn't say when. "While continuing to 

provide in the South" -there wasn't a period there, there was 

a comma - "tvhile continuing to provide in the South, all 

necessities for air troops". I want to tell you, that is 

clever language - just clever enough, I must say, to almos 

confuse me. "And then we must negotiate 11 
-- well, then, 

negotiate a mutual withdra't-lal. Third, "we will encourage 

our South Vietnam allies to negotiate a political platform 

which is truly represented". Then they seek to reduce 

American participation. 

Now, \-Jhat does the majority plank 

say. First of all, 11 we reject as unacceptable, a unilater 1 

withdrawal of forces 11
• We never demanded, and do not nm.J 

demand unconditional surrender by the Cong. We strongly 

support the peace talks and applaud it. We hope that Hano 
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will respond cosmetically to this active statesmanship. 

2 Now, listen to this, "in quest for peace, no solution is 

3 

4 

5 

6 
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8 
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a free risk, but calculated risk consistent with the 

responsibility of a great nation that seeks a peace of 

reconciliation". That just gives the President of the 

United States an awful lot of authority. It says, Mr. 

President, take whatever risk you want to take, to try to 

get peace - whatever the risk may be. This platform 

supports you. Then, it says, "and the acts we recommend" 

-- this is the majority, again, saying, you just can•t be 

sure of what•s going to happen and when. "Vle would supper 

our Government in the following steps: stop all bombing of 

North Vietnam" That•s what the minority p1ank said. It 

said "unconditional", which I think is dead wrong. Then, 

the majority plank says, "when this acts without endangeri g 

the lives of our troops in the field." The minority plan 

says, "while continuing to provide in the South, all 

support of American troops - I think the minority plank i 

going just about as far as the majority in this that it 

should take. As the President said in his March 31st spe 

"any little thing is possible." Then, it goes on to say, 

"troop withdrawal, encourage all party interest, that Sou 

Vietnam should be dtermined by fair and safeguarded 
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elections, open to all major political factions and partie 

prepared to accept peaceful negotiations. We would favor 

3 the effective International President to facilitate 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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it against reprisals". I think that the majority plank is 

a charter or it is the guidelines for a peaceful political 

settlement in Vietnam. It gives the President great leewa 

- that•s why I supported it. It provides the President 

with every kind of support that is necessary for whatever 

initiative he might take to approve the cessations. when 

that cessation would not endanger the lives of our troops 

in the field - and the minority didn•t want to endanger 

the lives of the troops in the field. The majority said 

we should take into account the responsibility from Hanoi. 

I don•t think any President, whatever he is, would like to 

take into consideration any responsible minority. 

I supported the majority plank. I 

think the minority is confusing. I think there are elemen s 

in it that are somewhat similar. I think its unconditiona 

phrase is regrettable - it didn•t put a time phase. The 

majority plank, I feel, gives a charter of hope to this 

country and gives the next President of the United States 

the support he needs. 

Now, what did I say in my acceptan~e 
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speach? I said, "the first priority of the next President 

2 of the United States would be to secure peace in Vietnam. 11 

3 I made that committment. Secondly, I said that I would no 

4 feel bound by the policies of the past to guide my actions 

5 

6 
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on the questions of the future. And then, I said, this 

relates particularly to Vietnam. I'm a free man. I would 

do what I think I needed to do, if I become President of 

the United States, to end this war - to do it honorably -

to do it in terms of our national interest but I want 

to make it very, very clear that I have no control over 

events between now and January 20th. You have one Preside t 

at a time - and that is about all you need. 

May I suggest that everybody ought to 

read the platform. If I had read the minority plank when 

I was in Philadelphia , I wouldn't have been in so much tro ble 

last week. 

MR. KENNETH SERVICE: You mentioned you place a great 

value on education in the universities. Do you have any 

plans to revise the selective service system to enable an 

individual to complete his education, before he fulfills 

his military committment? 

ISABELLE M. CORMIER- City Court Reporter 



CT- 9 

33 

MR. VICE PRESIDENT: Yes. The present system, I think, 

2 is built-in trouble. That is number one- that•s where yo 

3 start. No. 2, I believe in the random selective system -

4 the lottery system, once your number comes up, you•ve had 

5 it and if it doesn•t, you•re free. And I, also, believe 

6 you should give a student some choice as to whether he wan s 

7 to accept, when his number comes up, or go on for the firs 

8 two years of his college. I have a full paper with the 
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general view - I thought that Congress should have adopted 

most of those provisions. I intend to see, to the best of 

my ability as President, that the selective service boards 

in this courntry are truly representative of this country: 

that no one feels, because of race or economic status, tha 

the Board is not fully representative. These Boards have 

a tremendous task. They deserve our thanks and your pity. 

Despite my high regard --

a high regard for General Hershey I would like 

selective service director, a man of about thrrty-six year 

of age, stand about 6 1 2 11
, enough metal to frighten all the 

panel put together, and come out to all these colleges and 

campuses to talk like a he-roan and lay it on the line -­

just like that -- and I think it would do a lot of good. 
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Q. You count on the demonstrations, I suppose? 

2 A. No, not particularly. I thought this was a rather 

3 kind demonstration. 

4 Q. Do the demonstrations by students on particular issue 

5 influence you in any way? 

6 A. Yes. Let me kind of level with you. You know, demon 

7 strations are not unique to this generation. I 

8 participated in a few out at the University of Minne-

9 seta. There hasn•t been anything you students have 

10 tried to do that I haven•t had a whack at, myself. 

11 I think so. Let me say that one of the most hearteni g 

12 things happening in this country is that when of the 

13 young people in this campaign decide to take up and 

14 do something about racial disorders -- I think those 

15 Freedom rides were immensely helpful. I know, in 196 

16 the March on Washington with the late Martin Luther 

17 King, that the presence and the demonstrations of you g 

18 people had a very decided affect upon many people. 0 

19 
course, that was a demonstration in which there were 

20 
young and old, catholic, protestant, jew, black and 

21 
white. I am sure that the dialogue which had been se 

22 
up by young people has had a decided interest to the 

23 
world. If you think there is any moderation in it, a 
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all, is due in some measure to the activity of the 

2 young people and also to the leadership of men like 

3 Senator McCarthy and Senator McGovern, and possibly, 

4 myself - and may I say that I can add - maybe, the 

5 sympathetic understanding of the members of the ad-

6 ministration that stands before you. I have never be n 

7 very interested in wars. I have tried to spend a lif -

8 time in works of peace. I have had a little difficul y 

9 in getting that message out to some young people, but 

10 it is my life. Peaceful demonstrations, where you 

11 give the other fellow a chance to be heard -- you kno , 

12 the right to be heard doesn't mean that you have the 

13 right to be taken seriously, but you ought to be 

14 And I think you have given me that chance today, and 

15 I want to say, too, that those that come here, that 

16 disagree with me, I think that you have treated me, 

17 maybe, a little better than I deserve - - but don't ch nge. 

18 Q. Mr. Humphrey, you said that you•re against violence 

19 and brutality. Why, therefore, didn't you speak out 

20 and use your influence in Chicago? 

21 A. I was the first man to ask the Bureau of Investigatio 

22 to check and investigate, No. 1. Secondly, I think 

23 that the facts are pretty clear now and if you want 
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to really study the facts - that there is so much blare 

on both sides - overreaction on the part of some poli ~ e, 

who were under great harassment, who were obviously 

taunted to a point of almost exhaustion by the pro­

vocators -who you do not represent-- let's just mak~ 

it quite clear that there is a handful of people in 

this country that have made it very, very clear to 

everyone that they are out to cause trouble and when 

they say they intend to have two or three hundred 

other Chicagos across the country, that they intend 

to upset the universities and intend to lie down in 

voting booths - these are not people who believe in 

democracy - these are Hitler youths - storm troop 

tactics. There is a lot of other ways to demonstrate~ 

Have you ever noticed that the provocators never get 

bloodied? They are like General Staff Officers, a 

half mile behind. They get the young people. I shou dn't 

be advertising newspapers, but this paper doesn't 

always treat me as kindly as I would like - in fact, 

I would like to speak to a couple of their reporters 

today - the Wa shington Post had a very good editorial 

on the situation today -- if you have time, you might 

want to look it over. 

ISABELLE M. CORMIER- City Court Reporter 



37 

Q. Mr. Vice President, in view of all diverse refusals 

2 to support your candidacy, would you actively support 

3 Senator O'Dwyer in his bid? 

4 A I am a democrat. By the way, I•m not just a democrat 

5 I look at alternatives all the way down the line. I 

6 said, prior to the convention -- two life-long friend 

7 of mine - neither one were nominated, even though we 

8 seemed to disagree with what the people made us look 

9 like, we disagreed -- I said, I would be willing to 

10 support their candidacy. I think either one would be 

11 better for the Presidency than .l'llr. Nixon and Mr. Wall ce. 

12 And there's no doubt about that. so, I would say -

13 Mr. O'Dwyer hasn't asked for my support - I don't 

14 to hurt him -- if he thinks I can be of help to him, 

15 I would be glad to do it, but he's a democrat and he• 

16 on the ticket and I'm a pretty good party man, I thin • 

17 I say, party responsibility is rather important. So, 

18 I would kind of like to wait to here from Paul. By 

19 
the way, he was my most active supporter in 1960. I 

20 
hope this is a better sign for me, now, because he an 

21 
I didn't do well in 1960. I want to wish Paul the be t. 

22 
Q. Mr. Vice President, if you had thought for twenty yea s 

23 
that the voting age should be lowered, why, while in 
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the second highest post, the Vice Presidency did you 

not (inaudible). 

Are you in government courses? Do you take courses i 

government? 

Pardon me? 

Do you take courses in government? 

No, I do not. 

Then, you should enroll and find out what limited 

authority the Vice President has. Also, you ought to 

remember that it takes two-thirds vote in the United 

States senate in Congress, to pass a constitutional 

amendment. You have to have a Constitutional amendme t. 

I proposed this in 1950 in the Senate with William 

Langner as my co-sponsor. I was for this when I was 

Mayor of my city. I was for medicare for 16 years, 

before it became a law- and it's true- you don•t ge 

things in a hurry. I fought hard for the right to 

vote at age 18, and I see at long last, the American 

Bar Association supported it. They didn't when I was 

first for it - they supported the direct election of 

Presidents. \Vhat we have to do - what I have to do 

is what you have to do -- push for it. Now, the 

President of the United States did recommend voting 
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to the Congress at age 18. President Johnson recomme 

that -- I whispered in his ear one day that it was a 

good idea - I think he was going to do it anyway, bee 

I whispered some other things in his ear, but I didn• 

get them. But in all honesty about it, we tried and 

we ought to keep at it. I want you to keep at it. s e 

of the great Veteran•s organizations and others have 

come out for age 18. Five years ago they were oppose 

to it - ten years ago they were opposed to it. It al 

takes time, but also perserverence. I haven•t 

my friends, I was for it, I think, before you were bo 

and I'll be for it when I am still, I think, looking 

for geritol. 

Mr. Humphrey, there has been considerable evidence tha 

the United States should not win the Vietnam war, that 

the government we are supporting there is corrupt, un-

representative, would not last more than a few weeks 

without massive American supporters. There seems to 

be buddhist elements fighting for a country that will 

be Vietnamese only, and this is why you get booed, thi 

is why the radicals of America can•t stand you, becaus 

you have failed. You failed to look into that situati n 

and say, this is wrong, these people need a better 
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government. America is not going to take them over -

is not going to push them around. We are going to le 

them have what they want and pull out those poor Mari 

from Guatamala and Bolivia and stop lending nappon to 

them. We are going to start working for the poor peo le 

in this world. 

~·lhat was your question? 

Why will you not repudiate these immoral policies? 

Because you•re dead wrong. You•re dead wrongr my you g 

friend. Look, there are no absolutes in this world. 

None of us are infallible, and surely there is plenty 

a reason to know that governments, not only in Southe st 

Asia are corrupt - occasionally we get a little aroun 

here. They smell a little around the United States, oo. 

I don•t want to get too direct. Just take a look at 

this government in South Vietnam, while it has lots 

of shortcomings, this government was an elective 

government. 

May I speak? 

Just a minute, you said equal time. It•s an elective 

government. The Assembly that wrote that Constitutio 

was an elective Assembly. The National Assembly that s 

in Congress is an elective Assembly. To be sure, it 
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doesn't have a broad basis, but it has a pretty good 

2 basis. Eleven Presidents of the United States were 

3 elected by minority votes, one by 37 percent. Even 

4 the late beloved John Kennedy didn•t get fifty percen • 

5 We have had many instances in this country where we 

6 have been unable to produce more than a plurality. 

7 Even in the war between the States, in spite of the 

8 fact that Abraham Lincoln said the Unions are infalli le, 

9 as long as we are going past our plane, I think you 

10 might want to ask about that elective government, quo e 

11 and end quote, in North Vietnam. Surely, there are 

12 South Vietnamese - so what - the terrorist organizati ns 

13 can be a terrorist organization despite its nationali y 

14 or identity. There isn•t a shadow of a doubt that No th 

15 Vietnam isn•t agressors. There isn•t any doubt they 

16 are in this land today - in Laos today, despite the 

17 1962 agreement about Laos -- and you know it and I kn w 

18 it. So, let's quit kidding each other. ~var is a 

19 difficult, complex, dirty business. Your government 

20 is prepared to settle that war, this afternoon. Your 

21 gove~nment is prep ared for a cease fire today. I spe k 

22 for this government from this platform now. V.le are 

23 prepared for a cease fire now - including all killing 
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stopped, all hostilities stopped. Is North Vietnam? 

The answer is, no. Are they willing to cease the fir , 

so we can negotiate? The answer is, no. ~y friends, 

the roadblock for peace is not in Washington . The 

roadblock for peace, regreatably, is in other parts 

of the world, and one of them being Hanoi. When you 

start going off on Guatamala and Bolivia, and so fort 

may I suggest that emotion is no substitute for fact. 

The American Ambassador was shot in cold blood, here, 

in Guatamala a couple weeks ago. The United States i 

not trying to run Guatamalar we are not trying to run 

Bolivia. This country has done more for these people, 

in blood and life, than any country you will ever kno • 

And I think it•s about time that we ought to recogniz 

that. 

I•m not getting emotional. I would like to speak on 

two points. 

Ask questions like the Senator does and then you can 

get to say a brief statement first. 

Secondly, in the election, do you think it was a fair 

election? No one who would advocate peace, no one wh 

would advocate a coalition government was admitted on 

the ballot. If you take the percent of those ballots 

in the country, it was only twenty percent of the peop e. 
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A lot of people were prevented from voting and no one 

even the guy that was the least little bit for peace 

he's in jail -that's what we are working for1 that's 

what U Thant of the United Nations said - the United 

Nations is working for peace in South Vietnam. 

May I say that the Governor of South Vietnam made a 

great mistake. I think it was unfortunate and I hope 

they release him. It is one of those acts that canno 

be condoned or in any way supported. No . 2, all peop e 

are permitted to vote safely in the community and we 

had a group of people who were there to examine that 

election - and some were reporters, and they have a 

way of finding out what's wrong. They are experts at 

it. And let me tell you that the report back to the 

United States was that it was a pretty good election 

not a perfect election. They haven't had many electi ns 

in so many places, they hadn't had an election in 

thousands of years, but there were Presidents and is 

and democrats and republicans that went there to in­

vestigate, and their report was a pretty good report. 

Men like Arch Bishop (inaudible), San Antonio , Texas . 

Men like Theodore Reese - there were others who went 

to describe that election and it was a pretty good on • 
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Let me tell you about some of our elect ions. ~vhen we 

got our Constitution, nobody was elected to go to it. 

One hundred men visited, no one elected. Fifty-five 

came, thirty-nine stayed, thirty-eight signed -- and 

they never had a reporter in the house, not once. Th 

Constitution of Vietnam was under constant surveillan e. 

Secondly, the Capitol of the United States has been m ved 

eleven times between 1776 and 1790 -- we didn't have 

much stability either. Third, George ~vashington had 

trouble (inaudible) and he had plenty of corruptio • 

Fourth, John Adams was in the pay of the Spanish Empe or. 

Cessation was a pattern in the New England States and 

finally Civil War broke out in 1860. We haven't alwa s 

been so sweet and lovely - and we had a pretty unifie 

society. These people have been the victims of Frenc 

Colonialism, VietCong terrorism and open aggression. 

The amazing thing is that they have a government. 

They brought in Mr. tvong. They are broadening the 

basis of the government. They have eight hundred 

thousand men in the armed forces, also produced sixty 

Six District Chiefs - and they are beginning to do 

something. May I suggest you put the same scrutiny 

on that fellow called Ho Chu Mihn and his regime. I 
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think it's about time the people who believe in democ acy 

start to have some say in the matter. 

In light of the Russian intervention in Czechoslovaki 

do you (inaudible) 

First of all, the Russian intervention in Czechoslova~ia 

is inexcusable. Open invasion is a violation of all 

the sensitivities of humanity. No. 1. Secondly, what 

is its relationship to the non-proliferation treaty. 

I think the non-proliferation treaty, except possible 

to remind us of the dangerous world in which we live 

the non-proliferation treaty is designed to prevent 

other nations (inaudible) because the more nations 

with nuclear weapons, the greater the level of 

Have you ever thought what it would be like if there 

were nuclear weapons in the east today? Southeast As a 

and India, Pakistan, and that area? What this treaty 

is for, is to try to build a protective system to 

prevent the spread of nuclear weapon technology and 

the placement of nuclear weapons around the world. I 

think this is in our national interest. We have all 

the nuclear weapons that we will need, there's nothin 

in industry to deny us to make more. I can tell you, 

as a member of that National Security council, you ha e 
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enough to kill anybody - and you can do it twice, in 

case anybody should crawl out from under a rock. It• 

a tragic thing to talk about. The Soviet Union has 

enough weapons to obliterate this country. There isn t 

a lack. What we need is to prevent the spread of tha 

activity, and then, cut back and I take sharp issue 

with Hr. Nixon who on the one hand says he favors the 

treaty, but on the other hand says, not now. Now is 

the time when the tensions in the world are rising -

when we are the people that propose it - when we know 

it is in our national interest - when we know it has 

no relationship, at all, to what happened in Czecho­

slovakia. It relates only to whether or not we are 

going to have a more dangerous world in which there 

are more nuclear weapons. I think the time to ratify 

it is now, and I think it's time for Hr. Nixon to qui 

avoiding the issues. I think it's good for this nati n 

and I think it protects our security and I think it's 

good for the peace throughout the world - and to avoi 

it is unpardonable -- and I think we ought to do some 

thing about it. 

~m. VICE PRESIDENT: I want to thank friend and foe ali e. 

You sure have given me a workout and I enjoyed every minut 

of it. Thank you, very much. 
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Thank you, very much, Chairman 

2 Joe Crangle. Thank you, ayor. Sedita, our friend the 

3 Reverend Clergy, my fellow democrats. I have been here a 

4 long time. You have been waiting a long time and I am goi g 

5 to get right down to business. I want to serve notice on 

6 

7 
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the republicans that our victory march started in Buffalo 

today. We are on the way. I knew it would. I knew you 

could do it. Let me tell you, there is new enthusiasm and 

spirit in the oeople I have met here in Buffalo. So, we 

can support it - yes, we can bottle it - we can put it in 

jugs and send it all across America to pump up.any tired 

democrats there may be. 

You know, I know that you read all 

the bad news. So do I. I know you have heard the dire 

predictions. So I have. I have read how they have analyz d 

me, re-analyzed me, upside down, inside out. I have read 

these funeral orations that some have written and some hav 

said -- but I want you to knovJ something -- I got elected 

in the same year that Harry Truman got elected President -

and we intend to do it all over again. 

Oh, I know that some people are 

saying- but it's different~ now, Mr. Vice ~resident. Thee 

is a new Nixon. Some people say, there's an old Nixon 
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but the one you want to watch out for is the real Nixon. 

2 
That's the one. And I intend to tell you a little bit abo t 

3 
him. 

4 Now, my dear friends, look here, 

5 
this democratic party has never asked - has never asked 

6 
discipline or obedience from all its members. We are 

7 
democrats because we are enthusiasts, because we are acti ists 

8 
and on occasion, we like to kick up our heels and have it 

9 
our way. \ve are rot a bunch of old foggies. ~ve are not 

10 
the grand old pessimists - we are opportunists. We are 

11 
young of heart and young of spirit. I know there are peo le 

12 
in this party that have fought hard for what they wanted 

13 
in a platform and fought hard for a candidate that they 

14 
wanted. Some of us won in some places and some lost in 

15 
others. But the question now is which party do you want 

16 
to run the affairs of this Country. The question now is 

17 • 
do you want Mr. Nixon in the T/hite House or do you want 

18 

Hubert Humphrey or do you want Agnew or do you want Muski • 
19 

Now, that is the q uestion. 
20 

The great thing about this party 
21 

of ours~ that it's a welcome change. We are not the ene y 
22 

of change, but we look upon it as an ally - and every 
23 

generation we see as a. new birth of life - a new birth of 
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freedom. Every generation we look upon as an asset to thi 

2 country. Every'time this nation has been in trouble, it ha 

3 called upon the democrats to help it out. Any time it has 

4 been in serious difficulty - you check the history of this 

5 century. It has looked at the democrats for leadership. 

6 This Country is in trouble - you 

7 know it and I know it. This Country has conflict - it has 

8 
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division, today. There are perpetrators of hate. There 

are those· that would set people against people. Those who 

would spread suspicion, doubt and fear -- and I think the 

American people are once again going to look to our party 

for leadership. 

You know, I remember, and you do, 

too, it was in this spirit of being willing to welcome cha ge 

as an ally - this spirit of being forward-looking and 

grasping the future as if it belonged to us, in our abilit 

th master the future, that Franklin Roosevelt told America 

in his (inaudible) that we had nothing to fear but fear 

itself. And how right he was. And it was in this same 

spirit of confidence - it was in this same spirit of accep ing 

change and for what it was, and the belief in the future, 

it was in this spirit that the one and only Harry Truman 

let them have it and told them where to go and told them 
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like it was, too. And it was in this spirit of faith in 

2 the tomorrows that that beloved man Adlai Stevenson talked 

3 sense to the American people, when so few others would --

4 and how we miss this great good and gentle man of sense 

5 and peace. And it was in this spirit of confidence and 

6 
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in Country and in service to this nation that John Kennedy 

told what every man and woman in this America must 

to his dying day, those immortal words that are a 

cry for every person that loves this nation -"ask not what 

your country can do for you, ask what you can do for your 

country". 

And in this spirit, Lyndon Johnso 

rallied a grief stricken nation and said - after our belov d 

Kennedy had been taken from us- he said, "let's continue", 

and then, he went on in his own right - whatever may be t 

critics or whatever they may say to accompolish more of 

the unfinished business than any of his predecessors. His 

record has been nothing short of remarkable, these last 

five years. so, I don't come here to sympathize with you, 

nor do I come to apologize to our critics - I come here 

to take our message to you - and I ask you to take it to 

the people. 

We will not win elections, nor do 
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we deserve to, unless we believe we have something to offe 

2 to this country - and I know we have. I know that the 
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democratic party has built a solid foundation of social 

progress that has given more and more Americans a chance 

for a better life than any administration. 

I know there are millions of peopl 

today, who only a few years ago, were the victims of paver y, 

that can stand tall and straight with dignity and self-re­

spect, because their party cared, because government acted 

because leadership was there. I know there are cities tod y 

that are better because they covered government care in a 

party work. I know there are millions of youngsters in 

school today, who never would have had the chance, were it 

not for the fact that a democratic party and a democratic 

congress and a democratic President worked ·together and 

cared and helped this patient of ours do better. I know 

there are millions of senior citizens today, that would 

still be the victims of relief and welfare, that would sti 1 

be pleading for hospitals and medical care, who today, can 

go to the hospital of their choice, to the doctor of their 

choice and have the finest medical care and hospital care, 

under the terms of social security and medicare, that any 

nation can offer them. 
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Let me lay it on the line, ladies 

2 and gentlemenr these things didn 't happen because the Nixo 

3 republicans did it. They didn't. It wasn't Mr . Nixon and 

4 his cohorts that fought for aid to education for a child -

5 whether that child goes to public or parochial school. It 

6 wasn't the Nixon republicans that gave you medicare. It 

7 wasn't the Nixon republicans that gave us civil rights. 
.-

8 It was the old coalition of the modern Nixon - the modern 

9 Nixon on southern strategy - the modern Nixon that fought 

10 every measure of human equality - that fought every measur 

11 that, today, makes the bullwork of our program of civil 

12 rights. It wasn't the Nixon republicans that gave this 

13 country prosperity. It was they that had three recession 

14 in eight years that cost Buffalo - that cost Erie County -

15 cost this section of New York vast unemployment, loss of 

16 income - people losing their homes, seeking unemployment 

17 compensation. Do you want some more? 

18 I want to say to this great gather ng 

19 of democrats that every election is a testimonial to our 

20 faith in the future. And every election is a memorial to 

21 our heroes of the past. My fel low democrats, do you want 

22 the memory to Franklin Roosevelt - do you want the tribute 

23 to Harry Truman - do you want the memorial to John Kennedy -
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do you want the memorial to Adlai Stevenson - do you want he 

memorial to Lyndon Johnson to be the election of Mr. Nixon 

I think not, I think not. 

This is the man that accused our p rty 

of twenty years of treason. This is the man that fought 

against Mr. Truman. This is the man that tried to belittl 

Adlai Stevenson. This is the party, if you please, that 

fought Adlai Stevenson - called his nuclear test ban a 

cruel hoax. This is the man that fought in every precinct 

of this land against John Kennedy -- and this is the man 

that I intend to whip in this election of 1968. 

We must join the issue and we must 

carry the fight. This election cannot be won by me, alone 

And you know it. This election will be won when we stand 

united -- and I say to any democrat that has any doubt -

I say to any democrat that is dragging his feet - I say to 

any democrat that wonders if he should back us - I say, 

examine your conscience. I ask you to take a look at the 

record. I ask you, whether or not you can really feel tha 

you are serving your country and your party. I ask you, 

whether you feel you are honoring the memory of John Kenn y 

and Adlai Stevenson. I ask you to feel whether or not you 
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are honoring the memory of Harry Truman, if you permit by 

your inactivity, by your lack of effort, by your lack of 

3 enthusiasm for this election to be lost. You better medita e 

4 
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and think it over. Together we can win - separated we can 

lose. Together we can build a better America - separated 

America will stand still. 

There are three vital issues befor 

us and you know them as well as I do. And the first 

necessity, as soon as it is humanly possible, in honor and 

in dignity for a just and enduring peace in Vietnam and th 

world. And I am pledged to it. 

And the democratic platform, if yo 

will study it carefully, says to the next President of the 

United States that he must search for that peace and find 

it - that he must be willing to take calculated risks for 

that peace and it outlines a program that, if we follow it, 

and if we do not veer from it, it can bring us that day, 

when once again, we can take down those dogs of war and, 

once again, we can go on with the work of peace. But, my 

friends, we are not going to have the kind of a peace we 

want, when you have a candidate for high office - the high st 

office within the gift of this land that says, "stop. Don't 

negotiate a treaty to stop the spread of nuclear weapons." 
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should shudder to think of what would happen if these 
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ful destructive weapons should go in the hands of mad men 

should go in the hands of people who are erratic. We 

m 

tried for three years to negotiate a treaty. Eighty natio s 

have signed it. It was our idea -- and it stands there in 

the United States Senate, ready for our ratification, as 

a testimonial on the part of this nation in the building 

blocks of peace, as we seek to build that temple of peace. 

And the man vJho seeks to be President of the republican 

ticket gives you one of those 11 yes, but 11 answers. He says 

he's for it -but. He says he believes in it -but. He 

says we ought to have it - but. not now. 

I want to say to the American peep e 

that delay can be disasterous. I want to say to the Ameri an 

people, if we miss this opportunity, we may have missed 

the opportunity to save this world from nuclear confrontat·on. 

And Mr . Nixon, I ask you to be a Statesman and quit playin 

politics with the lives of humanity. 

And the second reality is the ne­

cessity for peace and justice in our cities and our natio • 

I haven•t heard a more succinct and clear statement of it, 

than from Joeseph Crangle. 11 Justice 11 said the prophet of 
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{inaudible) said, 11 let it roll like a mighty river 11
• Justice 

2 for every American. That is what we believe in. \<le, also, 

3 believe in order. The Constitution of this Country require , 
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obligates us to insure domestic tranquility - to insure 

justice. And if Mr. Nixon hasn't read it, then I•ll send 

him a copy. 

The Preamble to the Constitution 

doesn't just say, law and order. It says to insure domesti 

tranquility and to insure justice. They go hand in hand 

as a constitutional republic. 

As the republican nominee is bold 

with words - he says, double the convictions - and all tha 

Mr. Humphrey wants to do is double the poverty program. 

Ladies and gentlemen, let Mr. Nixe 

build his penitentiaries -- I want to build neighborhoods 

and homes for America. And while he's talking about law 

and order in theory, let me say, as a Mayor of a great cit , 

I know what it means to keep law and order. I saw it was 

trained. I saw it was paid and better paid. I have yet 

to hear the republican candidate say, let's honor our poli e . 

Let's honor them with substantial salaries -- oh, no. But 

I'm not running for Sheriff - I 'm running for President . 

Let there not be the slightest doub 
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that, if I am President of these United States, I will do 

2 everything within my power to mobilize the resources of 

3 this country, to see to it that our streets are safe - tha~ 

4 violence is put down - that rioting is stopped - that resp~ct 

5 for law will be the pattern of the day. You can be assure~ 

6 of it - but you can all be assured of something else 

7 
that just as I will see that those who break the law and 

8 
those who are the criminals and those guilty of violence 

9 
and looting and burning, as they shall be punished and 

10 
suppressed, so shall I wage relentless law - white or blac~, 

11 
wherever they may be. 

12 
Finally, the third big issue in 

13 
this campaign and the third reality before our country is 

14 
the necessity for unity in America. We will get no place 

15 
divided. As I told that great group of people, out here 

16 
in front of this hotel, in that very brief moment, "there 

17 
isn't a single problem that affects this nation, that is 

18 
made, that is going to be settled in the streets". None 

19 
of our problems are subject to the solutions of violence. 

20 
None of our problems can be settled by shouting. None of 

21 
them will be settled by demigoging. We will settle our 

22 
problems by sitting around a table, like we are sitting 

23 
here, talking to one another. "Come", said Isaiah, "let's 

I 
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reason together 11 
- and a great free society should long 

ago have put aside violence - should long ago put aside 

cheap demigodery, bigotry, discrimination. 

A great people in a great free 

nation, like this, should exemplify the best in reason an 

should exemplify responsibility and restraint and \ole shoul 

demonstrate to the world that we know how to work togethe • 

We cannot have a nation torn apart. Yet, we have candidat s 

today, one who builds his whole case on separatism. We 

have another who is not a racist, but nevertheless, has 

entered into a strange compact with some of the most 

reactionary elements in this country and who calls upon 

America to slow down the rate of progress - whose words 

confuse and whose statements are evasive. ~Vho, on the 

hand says he supports a Supreme Court decision, on the 

other hand says he doesn't like the way it is being compl 

.Jho, on the one hand downgrades the Attorney General and 

on the other hand, asks children to believe in law and or 

and the law enforcement officers - and yet, the greatest 

law enforcement officer this land has is the Attorney 

General. Who, on the one hand says, respect the law, and 

on the other hand (inaudible). 

Ladies and gentlemen, if this isn t 
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confusion, then attach another name to it. At best, I cal 

2 it confusion. It hasn't any other elements which I will 

3 lead you to interpret. But this America of ours is not 

4 
going to solve its problems through separatism. We are 

5 
not going to solve our problems by pretending that they ar 

6 
not here and we are not going to face up to the issues of 

7 
our time b y saying that all we need is repression. We are 

8 
going to have to sit down and think them out and work them 

9 
out and we are going to have t o recognize, not only by law 

10 
but by practice, human dignity, self-respect, equal opport n-

11 
ity in every major and every aspect of our life. This 

12 
nation can't be divided between rich and poor, black and 

13 
white, urban and rural, nor can it solve and survive. We 

14 
cannot be separate and unequal nation, divided. Peoples 

15 
divided - there is only one way, and you know it and I know 

16 
it. so, let's face up to it. It's not an easy way . It's 

17 
not painless. It's not going to come without struggle--

18 
but there is only one way, and that is for all of us to 

19 
exemplify in our words and our deeds, forbearance and 

20 
tolerance, to literally cleanse ourselves of every f orm o 

21 

bigotry and discrimination, religious and racial, to make 

22 
ourselves whole and clean, once again. And let me tell 

23 
you, it can never be stated more directly or more beautif lly 
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as to what we need and what we work for and what I stand 

2 for and what Senator Muskie stands fore - we know what we 

3 are for. We are what you believe in, 11 one nation, under 

4 God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all". That s 

5 what we believe in. 

6 Now, we are not going to get any o 

7 this. All the goals that we have - all the ideals that we 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

espouse - all the beautiful things that we say, will come 

for naught, unless we unite as a party. You can•t unite 

nations, if you can't unite the vehicle that wants to help 

the nation - and we must put away our differences. We all 

want peace with honor. We want a better America. We want 

to do away with deprivation, wherever possible. We want 

Americans, one and all, to be participants in the progress 

of this democracy and the beneficiaries of this economy. 

We want this. This is why I helped the democratic convent on 

select the nominee. And I want to conclude on what I thin 

is the best part of my message. I had to make no deal. 

There was no one twisting my arm. I didn't have somebody 

from the south or the north, from black or white, telling 

me, Mr. Vice President, we want you to take this man, or 

else. I have had no one say to me that if you don•t take 

one or two of these men, that you will not get our support 
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Not a single person came and told me that I had to do this 

2 or do that. I have had the privilege, in my public life, 

3 to know many people and I served as President of the s enat~ 

4 for four years. I served as majority whip of the Senate 

5 for four years. I have seen senators - all kinds of them ~ 

6 and I have seen men in public life . I told the democratic 

7 party and I told this nation, that I would recommend to 

8 that convention, as my selection, my choice, a man for Vic~ 

9 President that possessed the qualities of maturity, respons-

10 ibility and experience . that was a man that was educated 

11 and trained in government, that was a man of total integri y, 

12 that was a man that understood the problems our time and 

13 had a vision of tomorrow, that was a man that could serve 

14 as President any day and serve brilliantly -- and ladies 

15 and gentlemen, I kept my promise and I have given to you, 

16 on this ticket, not someone just anybody - not someone tha~ 

17 came as a result of compromise, but someone that came as 

18 a result of searching for the best - and I submit to you 

19 that in the candidacy of Ed Muskie, I have presented to 

20 the American people one of the great men of our time. Anc 

21 if you will join with me, we can elect this ticket and we 

22 can turn the poles around and we can turn this political 

23 process into a great victory march. 
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I say that you can elect Humphrey 

2 and Muskie if you want to. And I certainly want you to. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 
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