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T. V. INTERVIEW WGR-TV
Buffalo, New York
September 17, 1968
Mr. Redpath. Good evening. This 1s a TV-2 Special
s Broadcast in conjunction with Vice President Hubert
amphrey's visit to Buffalo.
During this program, you'll hear the Vice President
d questions concerning the problems of our cities.

¢ The Honorable Mayor of Buffalo, Prank A. Sedisa; Dr.
Mosa, Chalrman of the Select Committee for Equal Oppor-

o Senator Robert Kemnedy, and former Deputy Director of the
Peace Corps and Poverty Program-- and recently appointed to
che New York City Board of Education. He is also a member

£ the exectitive board of the New York Urban Coalition.

Tc begin the questions, here iz Mayor Sedita.

phllosophy of federal aild to cities 2o that instead of

To queetion the Vice President we have a very dutimu+.d

mity at the University of Buffalo, also Dean of International
Studies and a noted soclologist; Willlam Haddad, former aid

Mayor Sedita. Mr. Vice President, is it possible to change

connection with law enforcement, but this money is

But the crying need of the cities today iz for additional
resources to recruit and retain police officers. If the fede
oney could be spent by the cities along this line, I think it
would be more meaningful .

What do you think?

Vice Presldent Humphrey. Mr. Mgyor, as you koow, there
is always quite a struggle in Congresz as to how the federal
funds should be used. There is, first of all, the struggle
between the federal government and the state government, that
you channel federal funds through state government and hopefull
that state government will have some kind of matching and then
down to the local government.

A8 a mayor, you, I think, understand the difficulty of

1imited to financing commmnity relations and training aenm:I:.
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that. As a former mayor, I, too, have understacd that mayors
of municipalities 1ike to be able to deal rather directly with
the federal government. If we can get our state administra-
tions thoroughly modernized -- many of them, by the way, still
have the hangover from inadequate or, I should say, dispro-
portionate representation of rural areas. Now with the one man|,
one vote, you are begianing to get a more realistic ztate
government. If we can get that, then we can channel funds pro-
perly through the state intc the localities.

You are asking the gquestion about the nature of the
grants. There are two types of remedies that I see. One is
actuslly tax sharing. That is without any categories or pur-
poses being attached to it; actually, a tax sharing out of
the federal revenues. Dr. Walter Heller, the former director
or the chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers, has
proposed such @ method. He 1s ny chief economic adviser in
thiz campaign and has been & long-time personal friend of mine .|

I bellieve that we are going to come very shortly to
a time when we can have some degree of tax sharing, particu-
larly when the war in Vietnam is over and as we acrue greater
federal revenues, by the progress in the development of our
economy. I support a degree of tax sharing, federal to state
and local governments, without specific tie-ing -~ some gulde-
lines, may I say, as to a formula as to how that tax sharing
would work. Do you have 2 state income tax, for example;
what 1= your property tax base; do you really tax yourself
encugh -~ but not limitations on how it 1s to be used.

Secondly, in the present adminisztration, under President
s we have had a study made by the Buresu of the Budget
a8 to how we can colleet together a number of these grant-in-
ald programs and make them into block grants rather than cate-
rical grants. Now, block grants, sgain, means that you
Mayor can use 1t a2 you see fit rather than to have 11;,:.3,1
use it for tuberculosis control or it
i¢ health services or has to be used
kind of library service. You would get =ome
would receive a sum of money which would be
of, let's say, a dozen programs. You would be,
to utilize thst money &= you saw £it within a
programs , not havéng 1t specifically tied to a particular

!
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I belleve we can be very helpful here. Now, on law
enforcement ; yesterday, I outiined a progrem of federal aid
to localitlies, municipalities, on law enforcement. And crime
control -- 84 specific recommendations. That i= a lot of them|




Most of us people seeking offlce talk about law and ordey,
&r. Mayor, and 1t has become a sort of raliying cry. But I

believe that I am the firet one to outline what 1t 1= going to
cost and how you are going to apply it, because just to say

that you are golng to enfurce the law when you have too few
police, inadequately trained, not sufficlently professional »
ithout adequate equipment -- you are Just talking. You are
not golng to be able to do it.

Mgyor Sedita. Thank you.

the lmmer city 1s a troubled and disturbed black community.
It came very gravely to my mind as I read a book,

published called "Black Rage," by two psychiatrists on the

West Coast. I know that previous administrationsz have each
proposed programs for meeting the growing militants in the
black commnity in the area of civil rights.

Faced with what I have Jjust referred to as the continued

challenge today. This is at the very center of our problem
I have been trying to direct my

attention to, I am afraid sometimes inadequately, by trying

sincerely, when I have sald that we cannot have @ scclety

' it, two societies|

t do much more

goclety to all of our people. iow|
the core of the city,

speak -- they call it the ghetto.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

————

———

e

That is a dirty, ugly word., I have never liked it, so I some-
do not want to use it. The ghetto has become sort of

the
Now, what are we going to do about 1t? Well, first of
all, we must design our federal programs for an open society,
Dr. Moss. That means that programs of urban renewal and
development, programe of housing or transportation, of educa-
tion, everything must be designed for the Americen citizen -~
not for a particular race, but for the citizen. We must
have a federal policy that encourages that openness o there
iz moblility.

People generally move to the basis of economics and
they generally move bn the basis of their own cultural pattern.)
We know that., But there ought tc be that freedom of choice.

I would think we would also have to encourage black
en hip. You have to give people in that area that
kind of dignity that comes from self respect, that comes from

black man having his own banik, hiz own department store,
managing his own hospital. Then in due time, indeed, it will
become bi-racial, multi-racial. But he must begin to feel
that sense of pride that comes with management, with direction
with decision-making, with owmership, with doing things !umlk‘.

That i going to be risky. I repeat that again. The




say, well, look,
much more risky than

iz going to
int 1= that 1s
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ublic facilities, totally inadequate private facilitiles, in-

It 1s Just

playgrounds, inadequate social services.

impossible to deal with it until you start to break it
ip, S0 to Speak, and give people a chance to, a8 we say, have
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You will recall, we had under the 0ffice of Economic
Opportunity Act what we call the Ecomomic Opportunity Council.
The Director of the OEOQ was the chairman of that Council.

Actually, the Vice President should be the chairman of
that Council. e is an elected official and I want to make
it clear what I Intend to do if elected President of the
United States. I intend to have my Vice President be the
coordinator of domestic programs. He is a super cabinet
officer.

Mr. Haddad. The line coordinator?

Vice President Humphray. He will be the general coordi-
nator of all the departments of government that have something
to do with urban and domestic affairs. He will then also be
the chairman of the Economic Opportunity Council. I will
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be helped.

If Cthese old line agencies had been doing it, Bill, we

 not have needed OEO.

I think if

Commnity actlon programs

let me male my position clesr

It has made some mistakes.
obviously lend themselves to some difficulties.

Vice President
on OBO.

.I.
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chop down the orchard, you know.

w poverty progrem are giving us @ lot of trouble on
» education in New York City. They have learned how to
rotest and they are directing thelr protest at us.

Dr. Moss., One of the most satisfying professional ex-
periences I have had, Mr, Vice President, this swmer was in
Washington, D. C. with the Neighborhood Youth Development
program. Young pecple between the ages of 18 and 22 who have
separated themselves from the adult operation with a budget
of something 1ike $1.800,000 have set up their office, their
program, which I was invited to simply serve as the expert on
tap. I have never been more convinced than I am today of the
abnmratmmmmummmwm
the kinds of priorities for their commmity, az they see it,
and agso to develop the skills and the capacity to deal
creatively and Imsginatively with them. I welcome the commentis
you have made about keeping OEO in thiz kind of flexibhle
organizationsl arrangement.
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and promize tThings and then the rug 1= pulled out from under
lus because Washington announced these plans before the pro
were even funded.

¥You talk about naming your new Vice President as the
coordinator. What can be done about keeping the Jubilance
of some of these people In line o that they don't leave us
| holding the bage as mayors and explaining why the plan now
can't go.
pec

Vice Prezident Humphrey. Whea you have
of programs, they are naturally dedicated to it -- we hope
they are, at least of -~ at least you have to have a
of optimism and exhuberance to work in this field. If you
don't, you will Just despalr and give up, because the diffi-
cultiez are immense. So occasionally, there are
offer greater hope and promise than reality. I guess occa~

is you get a budget presented to the Congress. In that budge
you outline this program that we in the Executive Branch
contemplate 18 going to be effectusted. Now, in order to get
support for that budget, Mr. Mayor, we have to come to you

and others and say, now, look, you have to come down and testl-
fy, because we know you want it. I lmow, for example, that
the neighborhood Youth Corps msans & lot to these communitles.

Sc we put a sum of money, recommend a budget to these
communities. Then what happens? If we tell you you have to
come down and really testify, you are golng to have so many
HY¥C Youth Corps openings. You say there are going to be =so
many Jobs and you come down and testify and Congress cuts the
funds, thén you come home and you haven't the Jjobs.

This i= part of the process of the jobe. It 1s not
what I would 1ike, but it is better than no Jobs.

Now, one other thing. I have a man, Mr. Maskie, who
has been 2 member of the International Governmental Relations
Commission, iz the author of the Model Citles program, is the
expert in grant-in-ald programs, has kasxhe done more to
modernize the grant-in-ald programs than anybody else in the

to help what I am talking about. One of the ressons I selec
him is I have seen how he has worked in the government. I
think I can give the next Vice President more suthority,
greater delegation of responsibllity to do a better Job.

Mr. Redpath. Gentlemen, our time is up. On behalf of of
distinguished psnel, the City of Buffalo and WGR Television, I
would like to thank Vice President Humphrey for taking the

sionally, I have been guilty of that, iyself. But what hlpmj
t

Congress of the United States. I think he if uniquely equippey

pr




uble to come anddiscuss these problems with us.

Our panel Chis evening inciuded The Honorable Mayor
Buffalo, Frank A. Sedita; Dr, James m, Chairman of the
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This has been a special events news broadcast of WGR-TV.
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