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MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF COLUMBUS ~ 7 %[U {/ & '}/

Yours is a city hard at work at the business of finding jobs and
putting people to work,

It exemplifies to other cities that much can be done to help the
unemployed get off city welfare rolls, and earn wages,

Ween tax-eaters become taxpayers,everybody benefits,

Columbus businessmen, in both small and large organizations, have set
a record in creating summer jobs for needy youth, and hiring in permanent jobs
the unskilled unemployed.

Much of my time as Vice President has been spent designing and implementing
these kinds of self-help programs----and I say they are beginning to show
results,

The National Alliance of Businessmen in Columbus has gone over its quota
this year,

NAB shows every sign of meeting the job quota set for July 1971 well in
advance,

Government, on a local and Federal level, is also doing its share., The
Concentrated Employment Program, funded in July by theFederal government, is
already in the early stages of formation. And Mayor Sensenbrenner's administration
is working closely with the people of Columbus to create a broad base for the
Model Cities program here,

Churches and other private institutions are also active in stimulating
full job opportunity,

Columbus's joint efforts to open doors for all its citizens give promise of
continued stability and confidence in all sectors of the city,

But we can do more,

When I am President, I intend to see such combined city efforts strengthened and

more
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expanded,

I have urged, in particular, a far greater measure of state and local
responsibility with less direct Federal control than now exists, And I have
insisted on a reorganization of the Federal bureaucracy to avoid juriddictional
disputes and speed our cities' efforts at social progress,

As a former Mayor, and, for the last four years, the principal link
between the Federal government and our cities, I know this can be done-==-
and I know how to do it,

I commend your progress in Columbus; I seek your support in creating

in America urban and rural environments true to our democratic promise,

#r#



MONDAY PM RELEASE

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE OF CLEVELAND

Your fine Democratic candidate for the United States
Senate, Jack Gilligan, said some things this week that struck
home with me.

He spoke of the price of crime. Crime costs the people
of Ohio $1.4 billion dollars a vear. That's $135 per person -
at least as much as is spent on health insurance for every man,
woman and child in the state.

Now you and I know that crime is a national problem.

But Americans rely on their own local resources to
fight crime. I don't think anyone wants to see the formation
of a national police force. We've never trusted that in America
and I don't think we ought to begin now.

But we ought to be doing everything within our power
to help cities recruit, train and support the very best men and
women possible into police work.

And at today's odds, that's not easy. Policemen didn't
join to fight. They are family men -- people who live here at
home -- and have the biggest stake in domestic peace of any of
us. Most would be happy if they never had to draw a gun in their
entire careers.

I think it's up to all of us to help reduce the odds
for them. When they are driving old patrol cars they don't do
the job -- when they can't find facts about criminals at a mo-
ment's notice -- when they can't have access to the best equip-
ment; to the best in attitude preparation for their demanding
tasks -- when we deny them this support, we aren't living up
to our end of the bargain. Finally, when we fail to pay them
the very best rate we can afford, we are shortchanging not only

the police, but ourselves as well.



I asked people in my campaign to pour their very best
thinking into ways to help resolve police problems ~-- and re-
solve them locally.

I want to be ready to help -- not some day =-- by the
day after Inauguration Day. I propose programs for training,
for equipment improvement, and for salary support. I propose
programs for police communication systems.

And I applaud the New Careers programs through which
Cleveland began training inter city residents this week for
jobs in city government -- including the police department.

Yes, we have -begun -- but I know we can do more --
much more -- in helping our local police do a better job =--
for everyone.

When I am President, I will provide this support.
That's what I mean when I say: "Support your local police."



WLWC - COLUMBUS, CHIO
September 22, 1968

Participants:
Vice President Humphrey
Nick Clooney - Talent, Host of AM Show
Carl Grant - Assistant News Director
Huch DeMoss - News Director

Mr. Clooney: Ladies and gentlemen, our very distinquished Vice
President.

You once told me, Mr. Vice President, that in an interview in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, you once indicated that one of vour favoritc
things in the world was not an interview in the morning, is that trve:

Vice ~President Humphre- . You are so richt. You are so richt.
I am a night man.

Mr. Clooney. Is that richt.

It is a great pleasure to have youv here, My . Vice President. 1
want to welcome vou to Columbus. W: have so many questions. I
think they can be broken down into two catecories. I know our news
men have issue-type questions. Mv questions deal more with what
kind of a man is Hubert Humphrev. I think that is what my avdience
wants to know, too.

1f,I may just start off, if I could, in yvour background, when
you were a young man in South Dakota, who were some of vour h:ros?

Vice President Humphrey. It depends upon which category of
life you want to become involved in. If it were sports, it would
have been Babe Ruth in baseball and Herb Joske in football. You
may not know who Herb Joske was, but he was all-American at the
University of Minnesota.

Mr. Clooney. Of course.

Vice President Humphrey. He was one of my favorites. 1In
politics, I was sort of brought up as a Democrat. I had an ad-
vantage over many people. It is one of the few privileges I have
had in life. My national hero in those days was Woodrow Wilson,
whom my father thought was the really truly great man. But as
I came along and in my 20's, then it was Franklin Roosevelt who
was my political hero.

The real hero of my life, I must say in all honesty, was my
own dad, who was really a remarkable human being.

Mr. DeMoss. A few years ago, one of the =- Secretary of
State Rusk. At sometime, there was some question about his
political alignment. I asked him about it. I believe he is from
Georgia.

Vice President Humphrey. Yes, that is right, great country.

Mr. DeMoss. He said he was 12 years old before he knew what
a Republican looked like. Would you fall in that category?

Vice President Humphrey. No, as a matter of fact, most every-
body where we lived was a Republican. My father was one of the
brave, one of the few courageous souls around the county. I
remember in the campaign of 1912, there were only 12 Democrats. My
father was campaign manager for Al Smith. There weren't Democrats.
It was almost illegal to be a Democrat in South Dakota. Some
people thought it was immoral. I can recall dad saying once in a
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while he even worried about my mother's politics. He told me my
mother was a wonderful woman. Whenever I would get a little sassv,
he would always catch me up quick and say, I want you to be decent
to your mother. She is a lovely woman. She is my wife. She is my
sweetheart. She just happens to be your mother. I want you to
treat her with respect. He would go on and tell of her many vittures.

Then he would say there is just one thing about your mother that
I worry about. She is politically unreliable. Dad always felt that
mother voted for Warren G. Harding.

Mr. DeMoss. In this area, that is all right.

Vice President Humphrey. It was natural. This is the way it
was. I think he even thought she went as far as to vote for Coolidge
and that was more than he could take.

Mr. Grant. While we're on politics, Mr. Humphrey, will Muriel
have a special role in the Humphrey Administration?

Vice President Humphrev. W 11, she is having a very special
role in this campaign. As a matter of fact, I sometimes think it
would be better if she were the head of the ticket, because she does
a remarkable job. She has been this past week in North Carolina
and in Tennessee and in Virginia. She receives a wonderful press
wherever she travels. She has a fine reception. She talks about
things that people are really interested in. Sometimes, I think some
of us, we get so big-shotty that we start talking about things that
do not relate directly to the lives of the family or the lives of the
people.

She will be a lovely First Lady. She has a great interest in
the handicapped, a great interest in education. She has a natural
green thumb. I know she will be able to carry on the beautification
program, I have spent a good deal of my life paying for shurbbery
that she has planted.

But I think that one of you mentioned here that you were at my
home in Waverly.

QUESTION: Yes.

Vice President Humphrey. Well, Mrs. Humphrey has been fully
responsible for the landscapeing there. She is a great interior
decorator. Again, as I said to another associate in a news show,
once, it secems like my life has been filled with draperies and
shrubbrey. Every time we move, she gets new drapes. I never under-
stand how she has to pay so much for them. I see those ads where
vou can get drapes for five dollars. Apparently, she never finds
those stores.

Mr. Clooney. Mr. Vice President, you spoke about education
there briefly and you mentioned one of your heros, Woodrow Wilson,
basically. You vourself were a teacher at one “ipoint. You men-
tioned at some point in vour campaign, you were interested in a
12-month year for students in schools. 1Is that correct?

Vice President Humphrey. This lost me all the young people's
vote. Senator Fred Harris told me about an incident in his family.
He said he actually had a rather traumatic experience, His little
daughter, who is in the first grade, came home. She is the one
who was introduced to me and she did not hear it properly. Instead
of calling me the Vice President, she calls me the nice President.
When she came home to her parents after school one day, she said thc
Vice President had recommended that there be school 12 months a
year. She told her mother she was not sure she liked me any more,

I . R |
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cr o= awd ok oo sdews sl g ke TSL: 9L WU Bolidols on a l12-month
basis, In fact, I think they ought to be used 12 months a year and
I think they ought to be used at least 12 hours a day, mavbe more.
They are paid for by the public. There is a tremendous investment,
running around $60 billion in school buildings. Those facilities,
playground, swimming pools, workshops, the auditorium, all of that,
ought to be used.

Then I think with the change of our country's life from that
of a rural economy to an urban economy, we would be much better
off if we had some kind of readjusted summer school program. It
does not need to be a full school program, but at least where you
have part of the day used for the child most of that summer time.
Now, we are beginning to use our schools and our school people more
and more this way. But I think we oucht to do it.

The nine month school period was directed toward the rural
economy, You needed those three months for the harvest and that
is why vou had the nine-month school period. We don't need the
three months for harvest now., Most of the harvesting is done by
machines.

Mr. Grant., Yesterday we heard George Wallace talk about educa-
tion. He said the mixing of races was not working and parents are
hysterical about the integration of schools. How does a statement
like that sit with you?

Vice President Humphrey. It does not sit very well. I know
there are difficulties in integration, but there is something that
comes from integration that is really basicallv good. The level of
education improves. There is a temporary letdown -- we have to be
very candid about this. ithen you first integrate, you have a
temporary letdown in the overall averages.

Now, why? Because the Negro child that comes in has generally
come in from an inferior school =-- I say generally, not always --
and therefore has had an inferior education.

Now, when you bring them together, you have a momentary, tem-
porary letdown of the overall school average -- that is, the gquali=-
ty of education. But it mounts very quicklv and all of the schools
improve markedly.

Now, we have proven that, that is statistically proven. We
have seen the same thing happen in the District of Columbia schools.
We have seen it happen elsewhere. The Negro child competes and
becomes a much better student. The white child, that has a cultural
background that many times has been a little better than the Negro
child, also competes. So you start to lift the average of the
country, yvou start to lift the quality of education, the quality of
citizenship. I think that is what we ought to be trying to do.

Now, we are not making progress as fast as some would like it,
but we are making progress in the field of education and in an
integrated education., I think vou have to have some sense of
balance, but it is my view that we are doing quite well.

Mr. DeMoss. Mr. Vice President, the polls indicate that vou
are running quite behind.

Vice President Humphrev. Yes, I have been reading that
information.

Mr. DeMoss. Do you run better as an underdog?

Vice President Humphrey. Well, I will be very candid with



S oo g a lLitvtle of both, so I

Gl spute vath some authority on this. I have never felt that there
was anything that happened to you in defeat that could not have
happened better in victory. I know once in a while, you have

people say you build your character out of defeat, Woll, I have
been spending a lot of time building my character, so I want to win.

But it is a fact that when you are an underdog, many times vour
people get a little more excited; that is, if you go to them and
take your case to them, which I am trying to do.

I am not disturbed, really, about polls. All of my public
life, I have had the same situation. It is the most remarkable
experience that when I ran for Mayor, I was the underdog in the
polls and I was elected with the biggest majority any man ever
received as mayor of my city.

When I ran for the Senate, I was the underdog in the polls.
I got the biggest majority any man in the Senate had ever received
up to that time in the State of Minnesota.

I have had many other experiences like this in the polls. 1In
1960, when I was elected with the then largest majority I had ever
received, 279,000 votes, it looked like I was going to be beaten
in the polls, a week before election. I don't say the poils are
wrong, I just say people have more sense than the polls.

I read the polls here in Ohio. I have more relatives in
Ohio than your polls showed. They may be like my mother, politi-
cally unreliable. But I just can't believe that one and if I could,
it will only make me work harder.

Mr. DeMoss, It seemed like President Johnson was going to run
for re—-election and hence it seemed the Convention was a little
later than usual. Did this make it more difficult for you?

Vice President Humphrey. Yes, I think it is fair to say the
scenario for the Democratic campaign was predicated on President
Johnson's thought that he would run for re-clection; therefore, as
an incumbent President, a President in office, he had the Conven-
tion late. Our Convention really was not over until almost the
first of, you might say until Labor Day., Well, ordinarily, you have
at least a full month before Labor Day to get geared up. It takes
a lot of time for the organizational program that is required. W=
had none of that time. We had a very difficult convention, as you
know.

We had several months of fyatricidal ...i: ' i1 warfare within
our party, as you know, very serious cleavages, We spent a lot
of our effort and money and time in that difficult period.

Then after Labor Day, vou really don't get anything done in the
Labor Day weekend at all, because people are all away, and it took
us at least ten days after Labor Day to get ourselves organized.

Now, you may say, you should have been organized ahead of time.
Well, we change the whole national committee after a convention.
Parents are getting their children back to school. It just
isn't a very good time to do political organizing. So we did
have a drawback there, there is no doubt about it. But we are
on the way now.

Mr. DeMoss, Here is a problem that is inherent in tha systemn.
You are the Vice President of the United States. VYou are ruwunning
for the presidency. How do yvou be your own man?
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i m~ Puacidant Humphrev. Just be like I am now, I think I

. . I nwrost likely acting different
ciom Lyiucon volmson, right now,

Mr. DeMoss. I mean on the issues, Mr. Humphrey.

Vice President Humphrey. You speak the issues from your own
heart. Sometimes Democrats agree, you know. It upsets people when
we do. But we do agree. The President, for example -- I am my own
man on education. President Johnson is a strong advocate of federal
aid to education. I have been one all my public life, so in order
to be my own man, I must not come out against education, you know.

N¥. -DEMoss. No, no.

Vice President Humphrev. So I strongly support it. I strongly
support our efforts in the field of education, in mental health, hope-
fully *Kiddicare, something to help our little ones. I strongly
support the programs we have undertaken ih.the conservation, and natux
beauty and resource development.

I have my own views zbout the world in which we should live,
arms contrsl, for example, the slowing down of ths zrms race,
particularly the nuclear arms race. I have my own views zbout how

we ought to improve our agriculturzal pragram.

Those are the ways that you sharpen your image as 2 political
figure. Then your method, your mood and your me+hod, the way thst
you approzch thines. Once you get to be President, you know, no-
body will ever ask that question acain about being your oswn man,
Baczuse yosu surely stand out very guickly.

Mr. Cloonsy. Excuse me, !z, Vice President, and Hugh, just a
moment. I have a question zbsut the tiavelllng White Rousc you
askad once before, and I will ask about that in just 2 moment., Ws
are going to tzke a2 moment.

(Brezk)

Mr. Clooney. Mr. Vice President, you 2t one point in the
campzign sugazsted taking the Wwhitas House 211 around the countr
This is an interesting idea. Tould you explair it 2 little bit?

Vice Prasident Humphrey. Wall, I did not mezn t3 pick up the
body of the physiczl structure of the White House. I was tal
about what we generally refer to as the White Housg,
dency. There is no reason at all in this zge of elect
we should not be able to have thz key members of the P
staff and the Prasidsnt himself go tc different parts
country for selected periods of time t3 conduct the af
goverrment and to gat a batter fsel of this country. 2
I haé in mind. I have lived in Uashington now for 20 years and I
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g5 homz to my home state very often and I travel this country 2
great deal. I cenerally go when I am terribly depressed in Wash-
inatsn, becauss Washington is strictly a govarnmenc city. Every-
thing is a crisis. If you sneeze i+ is 2 crisis in Washington,

It will gat = headline right acress - Py page oue,
narticularly if any prominent member of the Federal Governmant
snaezes, Out our way, you can sneéze all day and they just think

you have hay fever. They really won't worry that much zbout it.

I have +he feeling that if the President and his Cabinet could
spend 2 little time once in z while in other parts of Amarica,
they would gat a2 better feclina of Americz. I think we would be

= little more normzl., I +hink ws would be just = little more with
i+. I don't see any reason why . = .this could not be done. It
would give the people the chance to see the Presidert and ssanse



Fimms e a8 f W s pearcenmant, what it ds 21) zhout. I know vhen
. <t 2f this eénuntrv,
Lalinet ciilcesre, he is received wonderfully. No matter whzat
people’s views are, they have & high regard for them, 2 great resvmect
for them.

I den't see wvhy it can't be done. There is no reason zt zll that
you could not have three or four places in the country that vou
ceuld not, for a waek or ten dazvs nr two weeks or whatever time

you would like, or leoncer, have the President and merhere nf the
Cabinet set up shop, sc to spezk, ard carry nut their duties. It
can ke done just zs simply as w2 do it when -- when the President
travels. Ve has full ecuinment with him 2né he is on hig airolane,
If he travels abroad, he takes the Thite Iouse with him, g5 to snezh

Mr. Clnonev. 2nd the entire stzff is with hkim.

Vice President Fumphrey. 2All the important membars of the staff,
Tranklyv, vou sometimes have too much staff with yeu, It would he
netter if you left somz2 of them home.

"r. Grant, One of the irmnortant ocuestions on avervbodv's mind
is the 7ist "'2m wzy. Last night I think vou szid in vour speech
hefnre the Nemocratic Cenventinn, if yeu are =lected, vou will use
211 the nowere of the Presidencv to brinc anr honorzbles settlament.
“hat will you dn then that is not heiny dore now?

Vice President Fumphrey. Tiret of 211, you will remember, I
said I thouoht our Democrztic Platform had cutlined zll the stepes.
I thought what that platform provided was the stevps toward settlement
frr cessationecf the bombing when it did not impzir the szfety cf
ouy treops, the free elections in Vietnam so that 211 factions
could be renresented that were willing to zccept the resultf cf
an election, the nezceful processes of democracy, the withdrawal
0f foreion £nrxces znd the systematic de-Americanization of that var.
which T thipk is richt =t the heart of it. I think the Pmerican
nenbple z2re verv anxious to see 3 reduction in the level nf Americzan
forces when that is vossible, with safetv to onr rwn farces znd with
safsty and protecticon to “outh Vietnam,

1appen tn he one that believes that zs tire ones nn, =and

e 2 areat dezal of improvemant evervday, that time anes on,
nf Couth Vietnam will e zhle to better undertzbe the defenss
nf ltn ﬂwn country. "hen that comes about and
we oucht to bes ables to systematiczllv. throurh
government nf South Vietnzm, reduce our own fo

n

s it comes about,
eement with the
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I 21lso said that if the President had not hesn zble to chtain sore
sort of settleﬁﬂqt bhetween nrw and that time of January 20, vhen the
new President comes in, T would useavery power and 2l the means =t
my commznd to chtaln 2 settlement.

don't think it is aocd for a ms

cht have in this instzance. hgt !
, because I do nnt want to s2 thing now thzt would temnt

man in Hanni, tke Morth Vietnarzse, to drag thie wzary or in the

acpzs that they are ooing to aget & better ceal nut of me on JTznuzxy

21 thzn they are zhle tro gzt out of the ®resident of the Tinited States

on September al, 1968.

nroject every idez that he
not mezn that I avnid the

D
2 0y

I h=lieve thzt it is imperzative for z1ll hurzanitv that this war
come to 2n end. We must de evexvthinoe we can to brinaog it €0 an end,
ut we must z2lse exmect that the enemv would have to show gsome
intarest in this ohjective.

Mr. Grant. Czan you pnredict how lonc this micht be®



= Sorllent Yumphrev. I odon't think zny man ean safely pra-
dict and I have watched officers of governwent mzke predictiens.
One of the pitfalls of a man in public life is zttemptine to he a
nzophet on 2 specific “z2te, T czan ~nlv eav thie, that the zvidesnce
indicates thzat wvhat I intend to can come zbnut.

Mr, DeMass. Did you aet sort of entancled when vou indicated
gome 6Ff tha troons will ke coming heme, 2nd T hzlisve it was the
next day in New Orleans that the President went to the Amarican
Lagicn Convention and szid no man can predict that,

|-

Vice Presicdent Fumphrey. I just s2id no man can szfelyv predict.

“r. DeMoss. "hat did you mean when vou szid seme of the
troops will be cominag home, will he coming home?

Vice President Fumphrey. I think the members of the Press Corps
were a little confused as to what 'r. President said ir Mew Orlezns.
Yhat he said was no man can safely predict when this war will be
over, when vou can withdraw z1ll of ycur trooms. I don't think
anybody czr szfelv predict that,

Eut I ¢éo think and T czn predict fnr myself that it will be
nossible sometime in the future tn be zble to have z svstematic
reduction of Pmerican fcrces in South Vietnam vhen and if the Army
of South Vietnam continues to impr-ve its combat effectiveness and
is able to tzke over rore of its ~wn self defense.

Now, that is my positisn. 'hzat the Prezident's position i
that is his business. That is my nositicn, is over here, znd have
never withdrawn from that stzatament at 211. 2nd I don't think we
arz in conflict. DPut if we are, then sn be it.

o

The ooint is that I have to rake statements for myself, 7T am
70ing to be the naxt Precident nf the Tnited ftztee., Pregident
Tohnson has made it ocuite clezr thzt be is not = candidate 2nd he is
not on the bzll~t., On Jznuarv 21, there is goinc to he =z new
Prasident. MNow, what is that new Precident ooina tn 807

I¥. DeMogs. In the intervenina time, Mr. Vice President, isn't
it extremely difficult for you, again, to hark back on being your
ovn man. I know vou zaree with the President nn educzticn, civil
rights. Rut the one issue where thare ssems to he diszareement isg

on Vietnam.
Vica President Fumpohrey. Mot with me.
Mr. DeMoss., That is vour position?

Vice Presicdent fumphrey. I have szid I zoree on the Vietnam
nlatform and I zm runnirc on that prooram. Vhat sesms to bhe
important to me is t2 interpret that platform to the Amasrican people.
I just stand on the nlatform. I think it offers great flexihilitv,
Tt says that 2 orsat power must be willinag to take risks for the
cause 0of peace. Tt z2lso savs it cutlines what T consider tn Fre
stepping stones to that orezt day when ne2ce czn be nur --

“r, DeMoss. "ill we brinc in the McCarthyites?

Vice President Fumphrey. Ves, I think we are findina, as you
have noticed here in Ohio that we have had 2 wonderful outprurinc
2f the different carns prior tc the conventinn,

You know, I wonder when we are anina tn settle down z2nd know
that z Democratic Party zlways hzs a little trouble beforzs a2 conven-
tion, z2lways been the same. VYou act as if this vear it was 2 new
experience,
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1760 ennvention,
Lyndon Johnsen and Kennedv.

Vice President Fumphrev. Of course, it was, but T reczll the
tittaer confrontation thev had in Los Ancelee in 1948, ONur nortv
was really split up in little pieces. The only tire that nux party
was in harmony wzs 1964, Ve surely had it in 1952 hetween the
Stavenscn and Kefauver forces. Vou can be a Demoacrat unless ~-
yru have to hzve some car tissue on vou comine from pre-convention
days.

Mr. DeMoss. Can you draw 2 parzllel between tha Demccratic
Party situztior now vis-a-vis 1964 in the cnld war zarea®

Vice President Fumphrey. We will never have another day whep
you will be so lucky as that. Vou cannnt depend unmon the Renublican
Party to be stupid all the time. Vou cannot. They dc it pretty well,

My, DeMoss. 1Is the Democratic Party in that situatinn®

Vice President Fumphrey. The Democratic Party is not in zas
hzpov 2 situzation. It is much more norxrmzl. I think the 1964
period was zbnormal " in manv ways. The Democrats vere far ton
chummy and the Republicans committed zn act of kind of mass »nolitical
suicide. Put vou cannot 2lwavs depend cn that. This time, T
think the Republicans have drawn their forces tocether cuite well,
And we zre in the process of doinc so.

I just want to remind vou of one thing, that rany a game is settled
in the last cuarter. VYesterday, my home team, the University cof
Minnesotz, was doing good up to zbout four minutes before the end of
the gams. Then the USC took them on. 0. T7. Simpsnn, he gave it

to them. I am ocing to be the 0. J. Simpson of 1968 polifics.

I expect to be able to adjust the bzllot that comes alono sormetima
batween now and mid-Octcber. “hen after mid-Nctober, vou quietly
snezk 2side and start putting vour bets, because wa zare aring to
win this election. ™ake no mistake zbout it, we are goinc to win
this election. The votes are here. The American pecple z2re not
going to turn back the clock nf proarzss. They are not even coinoa
to stop it. They are going to move zhead.

My, DeMosgs, I gather from what vou have szid, as far as Vietnam
is cnncernsd. there will not be arv bhrezk between you and "r. Tohnson,

Vice President Fumphrey. I think events and situations zre
goina to determine what happens in Viet ¥am. The rhetoric Is
not aninag tn be particularly different between mysélf znd others.

I see Mr. Mixon says he does not want to say anythinag that will
jeopardize th= negotiations. I surely don't want to do zanvthina
that will jeopardize the neantiations. Put I have said zpd T repeat
it that it is my view, speaking for myself, that with the procress
that is tzkino place in South Vietnam on the part of the Army of
South Vietnam, that is doino a maonificent job, we ocught to

be zble tn, sometime in the near future, we o2uaght to be zhle to
systemztically reduce American comhat forces in fouth Vietnam. Ve
ought to he zble to but I only want tha nessible,” if it dres

nnt jeopardize our own troops there or the safsty of our own troops
and the safetv of that country.

My. Cleonay., Wr, Vice Pregident, I can't thank vou enouch

for cominc here znd helpina us get to know vou,

Vice President Fumphrey. I wish we could. = were just aet-
ting gsod, just settling the war.
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Miss Fuldheim, Tadies and aantlzmzn, T should like tn trank
the memhere of the vanel £y beinc hers and to welcome the Vice
Pregidant of the Unitzd States. It is 2 areat honor and 2 oreat
nleasure to have vau hersa,

Vice President Fumphrev, Thank you, Dorothv.
p Y !

Miss Tuldhaim. I hore the hzlf hour won't be too arezt an
oxrdzal. Put vou have taken nther ordeals,

I should like to start this by savina to vou that there is a
convicticn akread that there are two Fubert Yumphries, one the
Vice Precsident 2nd the other thz Pubert Fumphrev whe nersnnally
must be a~vzinst the war ir Vietnam and that it will be necesszrv
for the resal Fubert Humphrey tr ster in crder tn electrifv the
succeedino weeks before election.

Vice President Fumnhrsv, Well, Dor-~thy, there a2re nct two
Fukbert Fumphreis, there are <we different peositinns. Onz position
of the Vice Presidencv has certain reguiremente to it and the other
pngiticn of =z candlﬁate for nffice has certain recuirements. T
used to say thzat z2s a ratcr, T had a certain tvpe of ohlication
and ag the Vice Pres ident I had aznother. Vice Presidents are not
in authority. They have reeponsibility, but thev have littls n~r
no authority., 2 Vlce Presidzsnt is a member of the tezm. le is
not the captzin of the team. 2 Vice Trecident is an zdviser. Va
is not z2n zéminiestrator.

That is a very awkwaxd zard unicue nffice in tre 2m ric
constituticnal system, 2s Vice Pressident, vou are called t
give advice znd counsel when you arz czlled upon bv the Tre
And you offer it. 2nd I hmve done <o,

e 3
3 r

Now, as a candidate, I will spezk 28 a "resident wruld sn=zk,
I epeak not in terms of what we should he doing 2qzin neow znd
Japuary 20, 19269, ™Mwv megsace is what we oucht to b2 doina z2fter
Tanuarv 20, 19692, Therefore, T have to have seoma aift of proohecy
or 2t least sorme lock at the futura. 2nd I shzll! speak out, very
frankly, on what I believe this cruntry neceds in terme »° the war
in terms of our overall foreicn pnlicy and nuclear testiro nolicv.
And it wen't be 2 different Fukert Yumphrezy, It will meap that
you have a different resvonsihilitv.,
"an you are courting,
= married, wvou are another.

It is the same, rmav I sav, 2
you 2re ~n2 person and whan yvou 2z

Miess Fuldheir. 2lzas, T must admit that is richt, with qrea
2nd deevn feelina,

My, Lioeb.

Mr. Loeb., Mr., Vics President, the lzst tiwe you ware here,
y2u were z czndidate for thre nomirztion. Mow, vou are the nominee.
e thouaght you would have zn =2asy tirme getting the nominztion znd

vou had 2 rather tumultous convention. I wonder if vou can agive us
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a onroorsss report on how ruch you have 7ons and how succassful

you have been in urnifyina a2 party thzt incked pretty well eplit
up 2t the end of that cenventinn,

Vice President Fumnhrev, There ienft zanv doubt, YMr. Lnelk, that
our convartion was z verv tumultous cne, hut it was alsn 2 refrech-
inag one in the serss that we Aid not duck 2 sincle issue. Our plat-
form was debated orn=znlv. There were strona convictions held hv a
number »f mecple. I think it was one 2f the best voliticzl con-
ventions in modern pnliticzl history znd I sav that not zs 2 candi-
date but 23 a pelitical citizen. If vou wanted z crzv, comfortzble,
dull, koring convention, that was not it. There wze anothery nnpe
that met those standards zhout a month before that, fown in Miami.
rut this was a conventicn in which there werz strona oeints nf
view, I mean in whichk nrints of view were held verv stronolv zand
the vote was called, ths roll was called, z2nd 2 majority cast its
hzllot 25 did a minoritv. The majority, of courss, is what ultimatelv
contrnls in a2 free societv with full “ﬁsnect for the rishts of z
minoritv.

I have bheen busily enczoed since that conventinn -~ indesed, I
started with mv acceptance sneech -- trving tr brino neonle back
together around the areas ~f zareement, Cuite candidlv, there weare
many meores arezs of zgreemant than there were dissareerment, aven
on the issue <€ Viztnsm,

5 thouaht we ocucht £~ have unilaterzl
there nuaght to be 2 military sclution to
~f us felt that frreion frrees, hrth
irtnemese, should be withdrawn vher peace
could be obtained. All of us 2dvoczted a cease fire. Tvarv one
of us believed in free elections, includire 211 the peoples of “outh
Vistnam. The arcument was eczentiallv over the tactic, vhethar or
not vou should stoo the bembing immediately or whether or nnt as
the majority plank szid. vou should cease the bowbhing whan it would
nnt seriously impzir the safety of your troore., Znd thers was sews,
some indiczation of resoonse from Fanoi. Yow, that was the rain
diffzrence in that nlatform. '

Tor evampla, nona of
withdrawzl, None o€ us fe
the nroblam in Vietnam, 7
United ftates and North Vi

T think that the conventior £id well and T hzve been trvine
to dr well since then puttina the pieces back tooether, Janrilv,
T can report to you that we have made areat preoor=se and T exnact
that within the next two weeks, vou will see z trsmendoue unpuras of
Nemncratic strenath, I sze it now.

My, Danacean. Mr. Vice Fresident, both you znd Mr. MNixnor
2nd aven r. "allace, as vou trawvel zroruréd the courtxv. talk for the
most part to partisan crocwde. The people who come t© see 2nd heax
vou zre veople whe zre aoing to vorte for vou anvway wlthout coming
to s=2 zrd hear yon. Yalter Reuther szid here last wegk thzt zll
prliticians in the €£all must be heard with this adronitinn: They
are like fish peddlexs, that never tell you theyv have any rotten
£ish to =ell. Vhat are vou qoin~ to do ahout the arezt mags of
peovls who don't come to s2e and hear you?

My, Vice Presgident. "ell, we have shows like this,

Miss Fuldheim., Mr. Vice President, I would like to mzke 2ne
ckjection. T object to beine c“mpared with fish paddlers. ' mast
talk to "alter “euther ahout thie

in. Vou and My. Mixmen ars tellirc nzonle what thev

Mr. Danace X
'his is whzat Mr. Reuther says,

Tike +€n hear

i
2



Mieg Puldheim. ¥ill you ennfire vourse
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cnesting,

Mr. Danzcean. My cguestion is what do vrn hz
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tell the arezt
maege of naonls who @n not come ~ut to see vou, whn z2re not raady
to veote for veou today? ‘
Vice President Fumnhrev, fThere is rpo dnub* mut that prgt oF
the zudiences cne oats tr 2 nLFlic meetina, most of the people in
thosz zudiznces are vour vartisan Put net 211, not by 2 lone
shot, heczuse manv people brina th&i? friends, their noighbers, and
many neopla do enjoy the prlitical contest. They rezlly lock npen
it =s ar imnmortant part of their life., £o it isn't 21l partisars
I guess veu woulé say thzat most ofF vour audience is nver half.
three-fourths are partisang. BPut we have the madiz  we have the
nrese, w2 have the radir, we hava the tz2levision., TI'npefullv, thev
will krina to the other audiercs, thzt vast majority of Americans
that zZre not in that immedizte z2udisnce. the Mmessars vou ave trving
to ~ive, |

.

Mow, I have dene somethins else, sir. T ao to these zudi

e ences
and I make mvself availzble for cuveceticns, And thev sre not
screened. There is none 0f this fanes stuff vhere yru set un a
beautiful formzt, vhere vou h=ve pice little dezks that everybods
sits hehind and averybody is well -ivored and they are all Fixed'up.

I have seesn that kird of show. Ir fzct, I have caen one nf nmy
opponents run that kind ~Ff ghow, I tzke them as thev come. T take
pecoplz that zre hostile to my candidacy, mv view. I think tha+ is
the wav we ouaght to dp iz. Thzat is v‘;t I call »olitics of
participsztion. And I am aoinc to continue to @~ it 311 across

this country. Ané I have tzken zuciences of 1,000 +o 15,000,
dependina nn whoge 1s there. ¥e just take the cuestions rinte Trem
the audience.

I oo to cnlleges znd universities and take emestions Yrom the
student brdyv, from thz panal. Py the way, Mr, Hixonr has yvet to zppezr
nn z shew like this. Te has not zpneared on one since 19%57 on anv
of the network shows lika Face the Nation, Meet the Press, Issues
and Answers. Carital "ound-ur. ‘le i~ec not appezr on one »f thesge
beczuaes when he does, thev take the skin »ff a little bit. T have
gome ¢czr tiesue fror theose. Put -~

Miss Fuldheim. I can attest to the fzct that there hzave Heep
ne reheszare “lc here.

My, Leeb., Shouléd a2 man rur on his reeord ox on what he savs
n

he is coina to do?

Misg Tuldheim, Plezagse -~

Vice Tresident Humphrev., I would 1ik=2 ¢€r zaneway., T +hink
he runs ~n »nth, I think he rurs on hie recoréd, which is nnz2 wavy
nf judeina whzat 2 man'e future vexfrormance is oning to be Put he

ale~ runs on his commitments. If vou have 3 record of verform

= ance
and inteority in noliticzal life, thzt is some Indicaticon -~ I don't
say it is contrplline, but it is s~me indication that that may be

the future performance ~f the particular individual.

Mice Fuldheim. Vou certainly tan't hids vour nast.

Mr. Hambrick. Cecnsiderinc ths fact t' -+ Mr, Wallace supoort
seemz to have arnwn so rmucrk, don't vou thi v it is time rew to Jdeal



specifically with this man, to call him out in the open®

Vice President Humphrey. I think Mr. Vallace is bad news for
the countrv. T don't say this versenally ahcut the man, hecause
he has heen a2t my home as 2 govarnor whan I antertazined 211 the
covernors of the United States in 1265, 2And I have nn perscnal
andmosity towzrd people in public lifa. I try to maintzin z socizl
relationship. Put I think that his zppeal is wrong. I think it is
bad for Pmerica. I think there are manv people tndav who zre
e¥nressing support for Mr., "zllzce that ultimatelyv are nnt aoina
to support him. They zre deing it as a sort of, oh, an anory
response to what thzsy see about them -- many peovle that feel that
there is too much militancy, thev feel we are goino tnno fast, too
far. Some peonle that have been injurasd in some way, some people
that are angry with ricts znd with discrder. Sco they sav to their
pollster, for example, well, I am going tn vots for that fellow,
allace. Put they know that 'Mr. "illace dces not really have a
program. Repr2ssicn is not enouah. Law and cxder, ves. Put zlenr
justice. VYeou cannot just have the one side of that coin, beczuse
it becrmes counterfeit currencvy.

I hapven tc believe that for z peri~d of time now, that vou
are goinc teo see “Yr. Mallace’'s strencth stav around 20 nercent in
that poll. Then vou a2re aeoinc to cee zt electinn time when they
know thet he can't be Presidant, that thev will make the choice

L
between the two major pmartizs ard tha candidates of those pa:ties.

Mr. Mzher. Mr. Vice President, you have heen gucted zt timas
as saying the sur tax cannot be dArrpped in 1969. It ancther time.
you have szid there is a opossibility of 2 tax deduction.

7

e
way. I

Tresident Fumphrev., Wo. I have never been quotsd that
rleased that you asked me zbout it, ¥r. Maher.

gﬂ)

Mr, Mzher. 7T would like to get vour position. Could I have
your positien on the task force situation?

€ Prasident Humphrev. One of mv oentlemsn thzt is z merher

cne of my task forces, and there are many, and works on the
economic zaspects of my prooram, had said that thzs Vice President
he saw it was necessary, to zsk for the reinstatement of
x. This was headliped as beinag that Humphrey is frr =

continuztion ~f the surtax.

ell, what I have szid, spezking for mveelf, is that if the

economy is coing as it is and if the war in Viatnam is rc mere
serious than it is, then the surtax will come of€,

Put you cannct predict what the struacls in Vietnarm will he,
nor can you reallv safely predict between now and next Zoril just
wnzt the economy will be.

But the odds-on bet would be that the tax will come off,

Now, if the econcemy is in an inflationary spirazl, sir, then I
wnuld recommend some kind of fisczl restraints. "hether it would he
Hs surtzx or not, T can't sav. ©Dut I surely would not want to sec
the value of the dollar ercded bv 2 spirzlina inflation. If the
econony is in the doldrums cr starts to slip 2 little bit, then
indeed, the tax ought to core off cuickly heczuse we want to hzave
the money available in the private economv for the purnosesg of
investment.
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You see the danger in z2ll these politics is eirnlistic answerc.

"nen a man starts to be reascnakle or uses his intelliagence, which

I believe is one ~f the recuirements of z man's seekinc the presidency
he sometimes finds himseslf in 2 bit of trouble. It is s» much

ezsisr just to say, take it off or put it on. Vell, now, that is

fine as z candidate. BEBut I hzpoen to thirk I mav be President and

I have been close to the oresidency for four years. If T am goinag

to bz President; T don't wzant to makse anv simplistic oy girnls answers

to auestiors of comvlex situations. This econory is a vary, very
sensitive mechanism and its hezlth and its progress and its steady
growth is vitzl to everythinc thzt you z2rd I believe in. Therefare,
I don't believe that T ought to be nlavino agames with formulas, so to
peak. So I have said if the ecrnory is strong, if the "ar in
ietnam is no more than it is nrow, that tax can come nff. If the o
sconnmy is in the doldrums somewhat or has been in srme downhill
movement, it obvicusly ought to come off. If thers is 2z spiraline
inflatirn in which the deollar seems to be eroded, its purchasing
vowexr, then I think I would he the best friend the American pecnle
hzve by szyinag that we ouaht to have some kind ~f fiscal restrzint,
some kind of tax that will slow Aown the econormy.

0
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Miss Tuldheir. Mr, Vice President, how are vou qoinag +o
aet the veotes of thrse perrle whn were supporting Senator MeCarthy,
includine McCarthv. How can vou ~~t +them back in?

Vice President Pumpbray., ™ell, T am haopy to tell you that,
mam -~ I won't sav mwost, hec2ue~ I have ne way of knowinag that --
but many, many of the McCarthv supprrters are actively sunperting
my candidacv. For example, the candidate for Conoress in New
Hampshire that was ona of the most avid McCarthyites in Mew Harp-
shire, that was his leader, he is nrw supporting me. Steven Mitclell,
the chzirman nf the “cCarthv "ovement, is an active supnortoer of
min=, a vice chairmen of mv citizens committee. 211 over the "nite?
States, “eCarthy neople zs such zre coming to us. The younc neople
in particular have come in dreovas. Ve are vervy happv with thzat,

I will wait and sese what ry friend, Sznator “ecCarthy, will do,
aftar he has had those weeks of relaxation on the Riveriz. Ve may
come back ancé be so happv that heldiddpsupbort me auicklvy.

Mr. Danzcaan. Mr. Vice Fresident, how do you 5211 vourself
as 211 thines to all people? Fc do vou attract not anly those
pecnle who were supporting Senator McCarthy but how de you 2lan
at the same time zttract the backbone »f the Derocratic Party here
in this zrea, the white factrry worker, who is now for George
allzce? How zre you oning to pull two different, onposite poles
toaether?

Vice President Pumphrey. Vou don't sell yourself zs 211 things
to 211 people. People make compromises in life. I trust you have
T have macde some., You know, you can't really stav sround very 1
unless yvou adjust yourself to 2 few of the lesscons in life, Peonlsa
have to mzke choices. The chrice in this electisn is between Fubert
Fumphrey, Pichzrd Yixon, and Georae Wzllace. NMone of thoss choicsas
mzy be the perfect choice, but people have to make srme cheices.
I thirk thzt when most of the Democrats, for exzmnle, that were
for fob ¥ennedy, the late Senztor, or for fenatonr “cCarthv or for
Ceoras McGovern, I think most of them will come zround t~ supncrt
me. And whv? Tecause We acree ~n s» many thincs. Our diszareerment
w2e not on the domestic scena zt 3ll. It was nrt on fisczl onlicvy
2t 211. It was not on monetzary policy. Our Jdiszareement wzs not
even on bazsic foreion wolicv. I¥ was over tactice in the Vietnzm
w2y, That disagreement is not on fundamentzle., T don't Aiszcrae
on ceszzticn of the hembinc, only when it tzkes plzace. I don't
hapren to think it makes 2 ¢reat deal of difference what I sav zbcut
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1o+ Commandesr in Chicf. It will mzke a ~rzat dez: nf
diffarence when I an commzndar iz chief,

Miss Fuldhein. Very convincing answer.

Mr. Loegb. Mr. Vicz Pressident, I hava watched you as a2 nolitician
for more yzars than I want to admit. Ten years 2a0, nosbody woulAd
have gusstionad vour flamin~ libsrality, your dedication +o civil
richts, Thers ares some neople in tha Neoro cormunity who have
no wharas o ao but you if they want +5 be sensibla, who are sayino
tha* +hey, they scem +o Adiscern 2 little restraing in +this flamine
advocacy, 2nd | . they a2re lockine for it. I think that theay zre
aoine =5 bs 2 valuzble 2ttribute, they are goinag o be a valuzable
contribution. They may offset somes of the thincs that are not ooinc
so well., They zr= anxious +£0o hear you rzz2lly come out 2s tha Hubert
Humrhrey of 21d whers thay ars concernad. That+ vote is aoing to be
an immortant vote, 2nd I am quits sure that you and your zadvisers
know it. I %«hink *that you osuaht *o0 move up in this arez. You

sught to ca2ll Wall

n

U -
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Miss Tuldheim. Is this 2 gquestion?

Mr. Losbh., Yas, I +think --I want to szay this: Do you interd
+0 +=211 black America in no uncertzain tarms that +hera
Ajiffarenca in nhilosonhy betwzen vou and Richard Nixon and cartainly
batwaan you 2nd Georcs Wallace, and that under no circumstances ars
you noino to nermit the racists and the sta*us quoers to make
you ints somathinea gclse, 2 comnromiser who will comnromise too far?

Vice Prasident Humpnhrey. Let's cet first principles. First
of =211, so much +hat -- so much has happenzd in civil richts sincs
I was +ha+ libarzl, 3s you have said, in 1948, that what I have
stood for 2all of my life has now bean rzzdily accepted. The
comnra=hensiva civil richts Act of 1964 which I fou~ht for for six
yaars is now tre law z2nd I was thes manacger of that lecislation.

Thza votina richts, the open housina laws, these are the thinas that



when I was sayinag them wera tha flaminag 1ib
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proncuricaments. Today

Somz of +ha nzople who are looking for that namg, that has been
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Now, are thers any difforences? First of all, Mr, Wallacs
obviously playing o racism. He is 2 racist. That is numbar sne.

Mr., Mixor is +

3]

vina o straddle the fernce and I havs said i+ about

15 timegs. I don't bslieve that Mr. Nixon is a racist, bu*+ I say
that he has compromised on the fundamental issue of civil richts. He

szys he is for the Supreme Court decision in 1954,
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-=- he thinks its implesmentation is not right, that tha Federzl Governme
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has oons 400 far. I szy that that is playine carmes with +the issu
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and I s2id so when I spoke in Cleveland z2nd I have said so befors
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us 2s the two nations, separate and equal. I have never varied
from that, My wholz purnoss of my life, the whols political and
public purpose and private purpose of my lifs, is +o build a society

in which people are recognizés as meopls, in which race, color

or =thnic traits. But insofar as citizenship is concerned, we are one
citizen, one citizenship. We have aqual riahts, equal opportunity.
We should have,

In fact, I oo much further. I think some peonlz have h=2A4

such a lack »f cpportunity for so lona that they need z little

more than egual cvportunity. That means more here in education; a
little =xtra help in neichborhocd development, a2 little extra heln
in health, in job trainino. That is what T have s2id when I have
tzlked to Plack America when T have szid black entrenreneurship,
job trzining, job placement, these urban centers, the "ob Coros,
all of the thinas I have frucht for 211 ny public life. These
thinae z2rs now beainnina to take hold and I must say it is aecd
for the country.

Mr. Hambrick. Mr. Vice President. Alcn~ this same line »f
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cuasticning, T think I have rzad vou have said that most paople
have 2 tendency not to remember a lot »f thinas. One ~f the thinas
when you mzke that statement, z lot of peaple whuld not remsmber
some of the cond things that vou have been responsible for.

Py the same token, it would seem -- znd this, I think, is what
Mr. Leoeb is drivino at -- bv the same token, it would seem that 2
lot cf people, apparently 20 rnercent ~f the panple at this point,
have foractten some nf the bad thinas Mr. Vallzce has strod Eox, tog.

It is vour reeponsibilityv, it weuld seem to us -- I think
this ie what he is savine, tc point these thinas out.

Vice President Humohrey. We do everydav, everyday. I point
~ut that the peonle who obreach bhiaotry, seocreaatien, discriminztion,
intrlerance, hate, they zre bad. What thev sav is ualv and it is
divisive and it ie destructive. WWhen Mr. Vallace prezches it; I
tell him just exactly that. When Mr., Mixen refusss to nrezch ~n
the subject of building this country as »ne areat natisn -- and
may I szy, T think he should shed himszlf of the z2rran~semant tht
he has with ftrom Thurmend. T think Dixiecrat Strom Thurmeond is
bad medicine for what we are talkina zbout. Fe renresents the
mest conservative attitude of the Republican Party. He walked
out ~n the Democrats in 1948 because we tonk the stzance for human
richts, which I led. And he wzlked in with Mr. Nixen in Mizami in
1968. T think that tells y~u the differeuce between these twn
parties. T don't know of any hetter way to summarize my case,
sir, on the issue ~f humzan xrichts than what I have just said.

Mr. Maher. VYeou said a little while aac that in two weeks,
we will see 2 little turn arcund, and vou 2lse sz2id you expect
the McCarthy people will be for you. Can I deduce from that that
there is a pessibility that Senztor McCartby is aoino to declare
fer you whick will aqive an upsurce?

Vice Presidant Humnhrey. I hmve no zoresment with Senator
McCarthy. We are 20-year friends. We have a2 hiach ragard for ezch
other. 2And T kncw that the good Senator is a agood Demecrat,

Mr. Mahex. MNoes he have anv plzace else tr an?

Vice President Fumphrey. He mav not want to oo anv place.

That is z prssibilitv. PRut I happen to think the Cenator thinks
enouah of this country -- and I know he is 2 arezat patrint -~ thinks
enoudh of thies countxv that he would not want either Mr, Nixen

or Mr, Vzllace to be president cof the United States. I think he
feels with Ted Kennedvy that the rezlizztion of their ooz2ls,, his

22ls, Ted Kennedv's and others, is thrruagh my election. I w=s
hiahly honored when the Senator from Massachusetts said the nther
day that he thought the qnals of neace zbxozd and proaress at home
c ould best be zchieved throuch the election of Hubert Humphrey.

I felt that was the kind of endcrsement that rinos very true zand
also one that is very helpful.

Mr. Danacean. Mr. Vice President, is it possibhle that vou
have scomething comine un that miaght attract Senztnr McCzaxrthv?
You spoke of 2 new strateay fer veace azt the Democrztic steer
roast.

Vice President Humnhrey. Ves, sir.
Mr. Danacean. Is this some new strateagyv that you are goina

to o~utline, scmethino fhew that is goino to come up in the next few
weeks?



weeks?

Vice President Humphrey. I have no particular arrancements
with fenztor McCarthy, as T said,

Mr. Dznacean. I mean do vou have 2 new strzteay for nezce
that you zre coina to cutline for the country in the next few weseks
that might attract Senator McCarthy?

Vice President Fumphrev. The pezace I was speakint ~f is not
only pezce abroad, but pezce at home. That seems to be issue
numker ~ne, what is coins on here 2t home, which we have bheen
tz2lking zbkout on the domestic scenza.

Cn the international scene, I have talked zhout it, what I
think will come in the not toc far distance, within the next vear,
honefully befcors that, when we will be able to sharply reduce
~r I should szy systematiczlly reduce Arexica combat forces in
Vistnam. And we want to do that without in any way jecopardizina
the frrces that remain cr withcout jecnardizino the safety of South
Vietnam.

How can we do thzat? Bv tha army of South Vietnam being consis-
tently improved in its comhat effzactiveness. 2~nd it is beinc so.
It is azttina modernized, it is aettinc the best modern equioment,
it is aettino aood trazining, it is asttinag excellsnt combat experience.
I see the dzy, not in the trr distant future when, if I z2m the
President of the United States, that I will be ables t» sit down
with the government of South Vietnam a2nd tzlk tc them and cet scme
undexrstanding abecut the svstematic reduction of American forces.
That is what Americans want. Thev want t~ de-Americanize this
strucale., And I think the time is comino when that can take plzace.
And that is one cof my hopes.

Mr, Danaczan. Within the next yezxr?

Vice President Humnhrey. Thzt is what I gzid, ves, six. I
did not szv within the next month. I have nothino to say zbout
between now and Japuary 20. I am talkince zbout, speazkinc cof the
calendzr vezr 1969. It weuld be my hrpe that in that veriod of
time, and hepefully in the early nart of it, that we wrould be
able to make some reducticns.

Mr. Danacean. By the early onart, d» you -~

Vice President Humphrey. Not now ~-, never mind, nrn mcre
specificity.

Mr. Maher. Is that what you meant by --

Vice Precident BHumphrev. That is richt, and I have never
changed my print of view on it and I am backed by the fact nf the
crmbat effectiveness »f the training zand eaguipment of the armyv,the
armv of South Vietnam.

Miss Tuldheim. e have no mrore time for cuestacns. We have
the dismzl sion that there are only twe minutes left., I want to mzke
one comment. BRBefnre, when Mr. Danzacezan zsked vnu a cuestion ahout the
pecple that come tc hear you, they are pecnle for ycu. Is it
not your jecb as the leader to z2ffirm cver and over wvhat vour party
stands fox?

Vice President Humphrev. Correct.

Mics Fuldheim. 2And the pecplza whn are anina £~ vote for yeou, the
ton, must have it.,
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Fer example, you gave this to Mr. Loeb. He wanted an affirma-
ticn from vou.

Vice President Humphrev. That is riocht, and he received it.
May I sav nur platform, I think, is the most specific detailed
pr~aram that zny prlitical party has ever written., That is why I
was spezking zbout our ceonventicn. Our nlatform went unnoticed
by many of the commentators because they wanted to concentrate
on the Vietnam zaspect. But there is the whole balance ~f a prooram for
the domestic scene -~ the application »f the livina environment
nf our cities teo the rural America, to health of »ur people, to
the conservatinn and use of our resocurces. It is a areat document.
I had 2 hand, may I say, in preparina it.

Miss Fuldheim, I want to thank the panelists. I know there
are 2 drzen questicns you weould like to ask, but the brevity of
the half hour makes it impossible.
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