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PRI'ES CONFLRENCE MIIINFAPOLIS, MINNM,
September 24, 1968 - 3 p.m,
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Vice President Fumphrev. Ladiss and gentlemzn. I have =z
statement which I would like to make first, aAnd then, of course,
the guestiens.,

B

Mr. Nixon szys the 2Arerican working man has been on z trezé-
mill fhe last few hears. T bhelieva he has his dztes somewhat mixed.
The fact is that the Pmerican worlino man was very much nn & tr-zd-
mill durire the Mixon~-Revublican yezrs znd it is ~nlv since 1961
that he has beocun to move forward. €0 I thouaght todav T would re-~
view that Republican treadmill c# 1953 te Tapuary 1961 znd review
the steady steps frrward since 1961 +- 1968 zs it relztzs tr our
economy,

Tzke a2 look at the facts. Sincs ezrly 1961, purchazsine power
Per person after taxes, zfter 2llouina for price increzces -- in
other words, real income -~ has risen by zbout one~third -- 32 per-
cent. This is like an extra 17 pay checks avery vear. This is
what Mr. Nixon calls that Demccratic treadmill.

During the eicht Pixon-Tepublican vezres, the raise was bearlv
°ne percent a vear, apnroxirately nine percent as compared to the
Demccratic 32 perxcent.

Mr., Nixen savs that the tazx burden is the heaviest in our
history 2nd once agzin, he fzults himself by poor memorv or
deliberate misrevresentztinn nf the facts.

¥hat z shert memory. The fact is that the Demrcrztic Tohneon-
Furphrey administration has lowered taxes, 2ll persons and corporz-
tions will pay $16 billion less in taxes in 19682 than in the tax
rate nf the Wixon Year »f 1960 still prevailed,

In 1964 and 1965, faderzl tay rates wers lower by $11 billion
for individuals, $3 billion for corporations. This year, even
after ths temporary increase of the surtax, American families are
pavina ruch less in incore taxes than in 1960, the last "epublican

YEZY..

I must sav that Mr. Mixon is either very poorly infeormed nr
deliberate misreprecenting sconomic stztisticzl infrrmation.

A family with $5,000 income pavs $130 less taxes in 1968
than in 1960. A farilv with $15,000 incore rays $269 lese in taxss
this year than he weuld have paid in the lzst Republican vezr.

linw, those are the facts. 1If *'y. ¥ivon is unzware nf them,
I shall see that thev are readily made availahle tn him, Mx. Yixon
says the country hzs been lnsinag its gold, but he foragsts when the
gold train started, when they stzrted to pull the plug out of Fort
EKnox, and it was under the lzst Revublican Administration.

In the lzst three vezrs under the Nixon Pepublicans, thz annuzl
liquidity deficit -- that is, the anld out~flow, averzced $3.7
billion per year. It has never been that hich under any Nemocratic
year. The countrv leost far more of its international reserves
between 1952 and 1960 up to Januzry '61 than between 1%61 znd 1968,
€0 even on the point nf qrld, Mr, Nixon is found to he fzultv.

It was one of the Nixon-Pepublican messes left ¢n the Democrats.
Mow, there are a few other things that Mr. Mixnon foraot £n

menticn. Like emplovment, for examnle. It has increzsed bv more than
10 million jobs since 1961, at hicher wages than z2ny "epublican vezr.
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In the eicht Mixon-Revublican years, the increase was about

$4 Million. 8¢ we have done twe and 2 half times zs well, z 250
percent increase. Tzke z ldnk at unsmnlovrent. It was seven percent
of the work force in 1960, and it has declined to 3.5 in 19268, the
lowest in 15 vears. If the rzate of unernlovment were as hich now zs
when the Mixon Republicar *dministrzaticn left office, nezrlv 3 million
people who are nnw at work would be trzamoina in the streets looking
for johs. That is the price that we would be nayina for z Nixeon
econnmic policy.

2nd prnfits for Armericzn business. Durinag 1953 to 1960, they
were at a2 steadv level with nc increzse, PRut from 1961 to 1968,
they more than doubled. Mow, those are the fzcts that Mr. Nixon
knows but which he refuses to sveak. I micht 274 thzt while 211
of this was coing on, this administrztirn of which T am nroud to bz
a2 member, the Johnson-Fumphrey Administration, increased investments
in educztion by 300 percent, from three -- frcm $4 billion to $12
billion. e increased investments in hezlth hy over 300 percent -~
from $4 billion to $14 billion; 2 little cover 20 millicn Pmericans
are protected by Medicare, z2nd lacet yezr, over seven million received
benefits under it.

More than 600,000 diszbled citizens bhzve been employed under
our program of vncational rehzhilitzticn. Fzadstart znd other
rre-school proagrams have breoucht education and health care to more
than two million children.

In another arez, on mznpcwer trazinine, znd I nete this heczuse
Mr. Nixeon tzkes 2 dim view of our efforts in the novertv nroarzm.
He contributed 2 areat deal to the intensitv of voverty. Fe has
had very little to say zhcut its zlleviatieon,

In manpowar trainino, there were no manpowar traininag proarams
in the Vixon veare, nor dic he advrecate znv., Vo mznoower develop-
ment tr2ining procrams, no vocationrzl traininc nrograms for unem-~
ployaed workers. There were nn American workers in agovernrent-
spongsored traininc oroorams. Today there are one million beina
reached in adult trzinino zlone, and more than 800,000 have zlrezdy
been trained and zare on the job, znd nezrlv 807,000 youths have
received trzinina under the Maticonal Veouth Corns or Neichhorhood
Youth Corps.

We precsently have a budaet 0of over $2 billion for manpowver
raininn 2lone. These zre sore of the sececizl dividends of 90 months
£ secutive prnsperitv

Tt

I fault Mr. Nixon this afternocn, firet of 2ll on his
philosophy: secondlv upon the zhsence of a procram: znd thirdly,
nisrapresentation of the facts.

Now, I micht conclude with just & friendly suagesticn zs to
how w2 czn clezr this all up. For several months now, Mr, Mixon has
been savino that bz thoucht debates amona presidential candidates
were 2 aood thina, FHe said he was for therm, particularly =zs leong zs
it was amonost Pepublican candidates. Mow, however, he refuses
te accert my challenae tco dehate him. 7T would prefsr to debate
Mr. Nixon on prime time network television. Vowever, if that
is not pessible, T zm willing to Aebate him zt the Yhittier
Elks Club or in thz offices of the Maticnal Associztion of Manu-
facturers, or in his FPifth Avanue Apartment or just to make it
folksy, nut zt "averly here in Minneso

Tailing 2 Humphrev-Mixon debzte, I nrcpose a2 Muskie-Ronew debate
the nominees for the vice nresidency. T know that Senator Fd Muskie



would be hapnv to meet the governor in the state house a2+ Anzpolis
or maybe to the Covernor's likine, a* +he Baltimora Countv Sheriff's

office, or on the Mason-Dixon line,or even in z network studios,
éﬁe Humphreay-Muskie tzam is rrady to debzte anywhere, anviime, under
any zusnices.

Alt=rna+ély, I would be willina to deba*e both My, Mixon

Mz, Agrnew 2t the sams time. I€ they féel that one man versus one man

un€air, I will take an +wo 2& osnca. Now, +here is
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Nixon car aive the soft a2nswera and Acnew could aive the hard arnswers,
And I would cive the riaht answerg, So that the Humnhreav-Mugkie=
position on debates mav he known, I have gtated it 25 begt I conl
+odzavy.

Now, we are ready g do +this anvtime, If z2ny of you agentlemen

of the oress and the mediz can be of heln, I wonl? like +35 cet or
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with 12 be cood t92 know wherse Mr. Nixon

stands on ke issue. Now, I am ready for your questions

Nues+ion Mr, Vicz Presidant, there z2re those who mzke =z case

that ever thouch Richard Nixon's Vietnam policy is not krown, z+
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Nixon zdministration would provida a2 chanae, What czn vou
offer to voters who wondsr what kind of 2 policy vou would follow
+hat would succ=ed whexes Prasident Johnson's volicies zoparently have
not succeeded in erding tha war in Vietnam?

Vice Prasident Humphray., First of 211, I think *+hat if M»,
Nixon, is sayinag t5 the Ansrican naonle thzt he can provide a chanae
in nolicy, it would ke @957 +o know what nalicy he nlans on chancineg
and wha* chanoes he is goine o make., This business of declarina

maratorium or every sicnificant iszsuve in srder +o5 nut yourself

2bove the batile mav be 211 rickt for 2 nregident-emeritus, but nos
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ts orins with +he isgsues and na

Nixon knsws how to end thes war, 2nd I veczall some mon+hs back whers Mr

Nixon szid tha+ he hzd
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of the m=di=z of that+ gtatement when My, Nixon sz2id sarlv this year

thz+ he had 3 nlan +5 end the war, 7ell, if he hzs one, he owas it

fte
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to ris country to make thzt+ plan ava2ilable, becauss every American
thz+ I know of in his vublic pasition would@ like to see this war
ended z2nd would like %2 brin~ zabsut neszce.
I stand on the nlatform of my party, thke Pregident stands on
that platform., I beliave +hat +he nla*+form of the Democratic Party
on Vigitnam offers both +the flaxibilitv that is necsssarv +£5 ths next

President for

1)1

diustments i€ +hey are needed, for zlterztiome of
nalicy if thev are reaqguired by tre situstion whichk may ovrevail,
and zlso cz2lls uovon the next Presidznt to recoernize tha+t there z2re
always risks in nezce makine, Put +hey are risks that are worth

taking. It is my view tha* the nlatform of +he Democratic Party thas

relatas t3 bhe cessation of bhomhine, o free al=sctions in Vietnan

r

‘)

+0 the rehesbilit

»

tion of the economv, %o *+he matter of withdrawzal of

(

Foraimm forces, t3 +he de-Amsericanization of £he gonflict ~- tha+ th

0

pla+form is 2 s=nsible 2pproach t9 vezce makineo in Vietnam,

Lot me 244 this, +hat T z2m gtill verv much of +he sninion +ha+

- —

*he rnegotiztiors 41 Pzaris czn be ard will bhe productive., I have areat

{1‘

f2i+tkh in our *ezm 3€ nego+iz*ors and no mar has a gresater stake

in pezc= +han +re President of the United S+tz*es., Thic Pres

fue

Adent -

and no man that I know 9€ is more Jesircus of peacs *han this Presi-
dent, Mz, Tohnson. And I 2m ocing to suppor* his endeavors I€ he
aks not succesd, then when I become the Pragident, zs T have szid,
a2s any new Prasident sur=zly would, I will reassess the entire

situation, militarily, politically, economiczlly, dinlomatically.

0

And T will do whztever I can to try %0 brinc this conflic* +o0 2an
end, but +9 dg it in such =z way as %0 achisve our obijectives, name=ly
the safsty of South Vietnam and their richt of self determination.
Mr, Smith?
Question, Mr, Vice President, éid we understand you csrrectly
that President JTohnson stands on the Vistnam plank of the Democratic
Paatform?

Vice Preszident Humnhrzy, T+ is mv understandina +hat+ +he Ppgegi-

Adent has nos abijsction to our plztform plank. I have never heard him
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to express his noint of view on 211 matters of nztionzl security,
Ouestisn. Mr, Vice Presidesnt, in recent days, vou have mountinag

an additional attack on M». Nixon, narticulzrly 2s it related +o the

i
~N

-1960 veriod. Now, do you think hie vosition in the Eisenhower
Administration was any more in control of the nolicies of that
administration than, say, your position has been with the Johnson
Administration.

Vicz President Humphr=y. No, I do not, but I am proud of our
adninistration. I am proud of its econcmic record, of its socizl

racord, of its domestic record. And I think +hat wha+t we have done

l..l.
For |
& d
)
I &
=
in
Q

f international nolicv has heen in the best interests of

ubmit £kha+ I am willinag +o +ake
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cradit for the 90 months of consecviive nrosperity if Mr, Nixon

is willine to take credit for the tkree recsssions of +he Renublican
Party from 1953 to 1960, The fact is the fact. The fact is

that the aconomy was relatively stagnant in 1953-60, The fact is
that $175 billion worth of income was lost becausz of unemployment.
Tha fzct is that the economy lost approximately $50 billion a ysar
bacause of unused productive capacity for sight Republican yezrs.,
And Mr., Nixon, if he is to held mz zccountable for this adminis+ra-
tion, I hold him zccountable for his administra+isn., And I submit
that the American p=ople have 2 stake in a prosoerous economy, 2
develoning economy, a2nd an exomzndinc economy. And +hat is what we °
have offered since Tohn Kemnedy becams President and Lyndon Johnson

succeedad him,

Quastior, Mr. Vice President, once again today +he Nor+h
Koreans demandad that the United States apologize before they would

consider relessing the crew of the Pueblo, T'hat do you think the

i
I]‘

United S+tztes should do in +his matr+tay?

Vice Presidsnt Humohrey. Well. I have statad my nosition on
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othser sccasions. I will bs hapnv to repezat it,

It iz mv understandinc that we have not vioslated international
law. From what I have read of the intelliaence revnorts and the
ranorts of our officizl acenciss ~- the Devartment of Defengse, the
Denar+tment of the Navy, the Centrz2l Intelligence Acency, Depariment
of State -~ we Adid not violats the territorial waters or enter the

terri*orizl waters of North Korez. In o+her words, w= were within

sur ricrhts undsr +the laws of the sezs,

Now, if that+ is the cass, and I have no rzason to helisve that ig
is no+, then I do not belisve that we should submit t5 nothinag short

of blackma2il. Because oncs vau start that, there iz no end %o that
trajl and that pattern.

1€, howsver, thers is any =vidence that anyone can bring
forward +that inadvertently, we nicht have violated territorial

8 a creat vower, ws should be willine to admit it

it
o
P
2
2

and be zbls to make whatever statement is necsssary +o clarify tha+
situation, If that would lead to the release of the members of the
craw of the Pusblo, tkat would be z hlessing But I am sure that

tha mermbers of +he crew of the Pueblo would not want +heir nztion

(&2

o0 viglate its sense of intermational intearity by submitting +o
a charae of blackmail on +he part of North Kor=z2 in orxder to
obtz2in +heir release,

Mow, again, I want to make i cl=zar that if thers is anv evid-
Adance that we have inadvertently, through any parioed of time --
not a2t the particular moment of the intercsption of the Pueble,

but during thz Pueblo =xcnrsisn in that area, if wz violated

territovisal waturs and we have that evidesica, then we should

*r

frankly acknowledge it 28 2 oreat nation

Quastion. They sav we have and ws sa2v we have not and +his 4hing

us* seems t9o be ooing on and on. Where dozs this all =nd? Do

.

we na2t to thepoint where ws just sav ves?

+

Vice President Humphrey. I am sure the Commander in Chief, the
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President of the United Statas, is more znxious than any oth=v citi-
zen of this land +o seek the release of +ke crew of the Pueblo.

he. has any evidence that indicates +hat we have

i}
h)]
3
tn
c
[
iy
r
53
w
ot
[..l.
h

been in error, he will be the first +o zdmit i+, because ws woulAd
like *o5 save those men and we would like +0 have the raturn of that
shin., I micht 244, howsvsr, that we had 2 similaw experience with the
Soviet Union in the latter days of the Eisenhower Administyation,
The craw of the RB-47 wzs interceptad in the waters over +he Bal%ic,
and ovicked up and tzken in, incarcerzted. held in custody in the
Sovist Union, Some months later, with the irausural of President
Kennedy, Khrushchev welsased membars of that crew.

Now, why that happened -- there aze many interpretztions.
I =m hopaful that if the Pucblo crzw is not relezsed bafore
Jznuzry 20, when I become President, they will want £5 3ca to it +hat
the crew is relsased om ++2+ occasion.

Questiom. The tenor of your campaian so far hzs been, if you
will, libzrzl,. while the mood of +hig country sseme +o have turned
conssrvative. Does the nodd of the country have +o change before
Novembzs> 5 for you to win, or do you think you can win in snite of it?

Vice Prasident Humphrey. Well, I have prided myself on 2 sense
of volitical integrity, and hovefully, political comsistency --
that is, consistency to my philosonhy, my noliticszl zttitudas. What
I have tried to do is project a policy, 2 philosonhv that T balieve
hasg dirccted itself toward continuine the social onroaress +his country
hae madz., I realize that there are those whd gsay that +he mood of
the country is comservative. If it is, them I hope +9 he able
chanae the mood of that country, baczuse I belisve i+ is for the
good of the country to procesd with our proorams of social betrerment,
o help our cities, Lo clezn out thase slums, to improve +ha quality

.

inteo firgt-

and quangity of education, to try to bring our people
class citizenshin,

I rzally belizve whzt+ your cuestiosn imnlied, and I know that

this is what I have rsad, that the conservattism mood means +hat
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+ther= is/considerzble attitude of resistance acainst razovid social
change, particulzarly in race relations. I balieve tha+t those changes
2re wall on the way and it is my duty, my morzl duty and political

nrivileae, to encourage thosschanoes in an orderly manner. When it

comes to law and order, I yield on that issue to no on=. I have been

a2 man 0f law and order all of my life. As the Mayor of this city
whers you 2re today, I established 2 record hsre for law znd order,

for law enforcement, for fair treatmemt. I 21s0 es+tablished a

racord for fair amployment oractices, for a2 council on human rela-

+

e

on

o
w

; For better jobs, for vocational trainina, for better parks,

i

better livina for our people.

f

So

r*

hey had both., They had s=2fety in the streets, they had law
nd oxder in the City of Minneapolis. Oraanized crime, its back was
b=oken, The rackstsers wers driven from our midst. Lzbor-manacement
disputes were mot settlad with rocks and bricks but at the
bargaininag +2bls, and at the same time, the City ma2de progress in
housina, parks, and education, jobs, health, better livine,

Now, that is the kind of 2 program that I have asked for +he

country. If that is libesr2l, then put ths taq on i+, What I +hink

f=in

t is is semsible. I think it is comstructiva, I +hink i+t is sensi-
hle. This is my life. It is what I have stood for 211 of my life.
And I think it is a2 winmina philosophy.

Why do I say so0? Because we hmve stuck with i+ for 20 yezrs =und
i+ hzs been succeedina., And I believe +the time that Has come now to
see that the further proaress continues.

Ques*ion. n your Cosmos Television conference yesterday, you
said that as a rasult of the Soviet invastion of Czechoslovakiz
thera was 2 great necsssity for strong NATO DEFENSFE, My quastion,
sir, is in terms of marpower and zrsources, does this suggest an
increased Americam comnitment in Eurove. Does it also suacest your 2°
administration urcing increased comitment from +he NATO alliance?
Vice President Humphrey. I am sure you zare familiar with nmy

position and I have never bheen for unilateral United States weakening
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of NATO. Any statement I have ever made was on the basis of a mutually
agread-upon reduction of forces between the Warsaw pnact countries

on the one hard znd the NATO countries or the other. I do not

balisve tha+ nroarams of arms contrsl and disarmament z2ra effective
if i+ is 2 one-wa2y street or on. ore sids, They must be mutual .

betwaen the respective adversaries.

The invasion of Czech just reminds us once again that some 0ld
habi+ts =zre s+till =round 2nd +ha+ the world is 2 Aancerous nlzce

and an unpredictable plzc=. Therefore, it is my belief that the
officers of NATO, council members, ministers of NATO, covernment
hzads, should re-examine the NATO structure in *+erms, first, of

its A=fanse cz2pability; seconil its nolitical viability and ussful-
P > f Yo :

ness. I believs NATO SHOULD BE AN EFFECTIVE DEFENSE SHIELD FOR

‘_l

Wastarn Burops as well 2s an sffective instrument for paaceful encacem:

+o the Eas

t+

W=+ does tha+ mesn in terme of Americar mannower? Wea have been

the orne nation that has kent its commitment o0 NATO. I hapren to

out of irriation, 2s was indicatad in onz column, but as a matter of

davre in strenathaning the NATO dsfanses.

Lafter all, the immedizte threat is in Furope. To be sure,

3 thrazt to EBurope is = thrsat to us and we 2re partners and we
will keap our word. Bu* it is not good enouch for ths United States
4 kzap its word i€ others are not going to do their part,

S5 strenathenine NATO MAY RECUIRE SOMFE MORE HELP FROM US. BRut
hefors that arrives or that deicision is made, it is my view that
the Furonszan partnars in MATO should ro-examine theifr own commitments
and should upgrads them.

Naestion. Mr. Vice President, would you, as 2 nresidential
candidate, have any obiection +o the Unitsd Hations takine 2 voia
on our bombhine of NMorth Vistpam? Ard if such 2 vote was tz2ken,

what kind of weicht Ao you trink should be aiven by the Emericars
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should ha done with +this problem?
Vice Prasidert Humphrey. I don't think i+ would have any effect,
The United Nations +o data lms not+ baen very effectiva on the Vietnam

CrITIS. This strucele is not+ similar to, is not undsr UN dirasction

b
t

such as +he one in Koraa,. this time, it micht bs less than helpful.
It micht injura the necotiations.

Questions. Mr. Vice Prasident, the hecklars have kept your
campairn and your speechsas disrupted and off key. What can you
do in the way of an affective z2pproach for it? 1Is there anythinc
vou can do?

Vice President Humphrey. It is not easy to spaak when there
are orcanized oroups of hecklars, thesz are no+ just hecklers.

These are hichly disciplined, well oraanizad acitators, many of thenm
anarchiste, many of +them I am not surs what. The. numbers are
not larms. Their qualities of audibility are rather larce.

I want to mzke it cleasr from this platform as I shall throughout
this country that I believe that soma of thase groups are determined
to destroy the affectivenass of +he Democratic Party and indeed to
destroy this country. And I don't intend +o let them do it. In
spits of them, I am qoine £5 continue. I hava no intentior of beina
driven away from a public meating or platform by the irresponsible,
nremadicated, disciplined actions of 2 aroup of hard core hecklers,

demonserators, znd some of +hem hichly motivated destroyers of the

political system that is ours., I will standmy around.
In fact, I consider thair animosity and their hostility to be

1
M

tributs to my charactsar, my puropose, and my program, if they were

to say 2 kind word, I would be suspicious of whs I am and what I am
and what I za2m sayine~,

Micght I turn €0 the other extremists, that just as we have
this hard core aroup of nihilists or anarchists that try to brezk
up mectings and have threatenad +o do it 211 over America, have

threatened to lie down in votineg —--boths and most likely will,

demandins that the nolice will drac them out so they can acuse the
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polics of brutality, sayino that they will brezk un meetinas, that

thay will heckle my speeches --there is another aqroup, the racist
crowd, the men who will frequently cloak themselves in sheets, those
+hat bsliave this country can be two countriss, separate and unequal,
And tha+ racist crowd is another aroup of extremists. They have
heckled me in Michiaan and I ~ather they will do it in other places.
If they 4o, I am coina to remind +hem of what I say to you today, that
in spite of them, it will bs my purpose o heal this nation, to
reconcile the differences between the vast majority of our neorle.

I will not be driven away.

I must say that +their heckline is 2 complimant, sven if it is
distressine, and it is about time that the American peonle find
out what kind of ex*ramists arc workine the frinces of American life,
and they are on the frinrce. In fact, they are in the cutters of
American life.

Question. Mr. Vice Presidant, Governor Agnew said he has
apolorizad for sayine you are soft on communism. Do you accept his
apology and how do vou evaluate 1it?

Vice Prazsident Humphrzv. Oh, I have never had hard feelincs ‘..
toward Governor Acnew, Ha just aot hold of one of Mr, Nixon's old
sneechas, that is all.

Question. Mr. Vice President, it was disclosed today that a
Sanate resolution is beins preparsd to declarz there is no vacancy
on the Sunremes Court. Senator Dirksen is workine on this amd je os
confarrin~ with Pzaul Portsr., How do you view this development in
the Suprsme Court case?

Vica President Humphray. I rezlly don't know z2bout it and I
would rather not comment since I 2m quits unfamiliar with it, I
don't saek to avoid your quastion. If you will z2sk ms after I have

had 2 chance to r=3d zbout it, I will ~ive you an answer,
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Cuestan. Mr. Vice President, on the plane the other dav,
we were oiven the benefit of some beina rnrivy to your
thinkino zhout what is the most serious dilemma in your campaign,
will veu t2ll us todav what veu think it.ig?

Vice President Humphrey. I don't think we have 2 dilemms,
T think we have a hard job ahead of us. That ig'e all ahkout.
This party that T lead today has bheen in turmcil for :monthe,
There has bemn 2 very szvere contest, serious contest znd =evere
in its intensity within the party. Wz can not overlook thzat.
ular point in

econdly, it*s fair to sayv that at this axr
a2 nopularity

time, the Administration does nnt command
poll.

Thirdly, the convention, the Democratic convention, was
late, vervy late, aqivinag me verv little time zc the candidate of
nv partv to organize, to have at lezst z menth or so to prepare
for the campzion itself. These are some of the factore that
we vzce, And I'm facino un to them. And how?

Well, we're brinagina the party back tcoether. I'm happy to
renort to vou that ws're aesttinc splendid cooperztion from the
different secments of ths pzartv: from the Xennedy aroup, if you -
wish to put them by agroups, from the McCarthyv arocup, fror the
partv reaulars. Ye're gettina enlendid help and in svite of what
I have rezd in some plzces, we're gettino very acod help from
the southern states, from those areas where we have have any chance
at 21l cof carrvina them.

“Wa'vye gettinoe very aood help from the Conaoressmen., I read a
story this morninc that somebody said the peace candidates were not
lookina zroun for us. That mav he so, but if vou would liks
tn see the letters we aet askinag us to cores into their districts,
vou would see it very differently.

e're doina ouite well. The first week of myv campaian was pu
puttinc nieces back together. Ve had tc start sarlier than T
hzd hopzd, but it wze necessarv to cet movino.

There is znother probhlem we have hzd

which is now, I'm hzappy
te tell vou, beinc readilv corrected. That wae fingnces. W"We came
out of the Chicaqo convention broke: not only breoke, deep in daht.
We have had to enozge nurselves in financial-- settino ur of dinners,
fund-rzisino events. All of this has been the kind »f in-shoo work,
in-house work that shculd have been dene., let's say, 2 month zool
Put when ~ur convention was over about Labor Bay, when Mr. ¥ixon
hzd already had better than z month, had six weeks to be under way,
you can sece sore of the difficulties. PRut we're makina -“round.

I happen to believe that a short campaian such as the one
that I'm goina to wage with intensity will be fery effective.

I'm not at 2ll surs but what Mr. Nixen's agenerous aenerzlitiss znd
olentitude of plaztitudes will wear verv thin And I intend to

enaaaga him in the spscifics.

1

Now thare are only siE weeks left. By this time six weeks fron
now, we'll know who the next opresident of th=s United States may
be. This mav be a rathrer histeric occazsion for you, gentlemen VYou
mav have the first chance ton sez him,

Muestion. Mr. Yice President, there have been manv renorts
around ths country of anathv in scme arsas of traditional Democratic
strenath, includina the black communitv, across the country. 1In
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many areas, vou are runnino up against verv quickly, nr alreadv,
registrztion deadlines. Reocistration is reported very lcw in some
of these azrezs of traditiconal Democrztic strenath. Is there
anything vou can do if your campaign does take wina in these

final weeks of the cammzign to get the strenath that has been
traditionally Nemccratic in these areas?

V ice President Humphrey. Wirst, I don't beliesve that that is
true, what you 2re tzlkino abrut. I have been camraioning in
electirns for a long time, since 1943, 1It's orettv much like
football. ©Nobody aot reallyh excited zbout foothall until lzast
weekand. I know the professionals and the commentators and the
writers were writing about football last last July.But the tickst °
buvers, the neople who attend the cames, 7ere rezdu :ast weel/

That is zbout like voters. People have been bhusy. Mothers and
fathere were getting their kids back to schocl the last couple

of weeks, cetting thexr sons and dauchters back to colleae. They
are closino their lazke places here in Minnescta. Thev just haven't
had time for politics.

L]

Tn the black community, we have had tremendous reaistration: the
polls show T'm agetting 85 to 90 per cent of that reaistered black
vote. I'm verv proud of that, very plezsed with it. I do not con-
cider this campaian is characterized by zpathy. I do not believe
that the Madison Avenue fabricated cxowds of Richard MNix~on's
revresent votes. He has meoxe baloons floatino than he has idezas,
and he has more confetti than he has votes. I'm not interested in
floating ideas. TI'm not interested in that brainstorm of confetti.
I'm interested in the outpourinc of votes. I intend to have the
ideas znd to haves the votes.

And I'm oleased to tell von that thie period bas agiven me some
encourzgement. I have here the results cof 2 series of pclls that
were taken. I don't sav polls are contrellino; thev are interest-
ina, Vhen vou like them -- when thev're in your favor, vou like
them better than when they're not. BRut thev so have some factor
of trend.

The onlls sav that Mr. Nixen is zhezad, and I think he is
at this time. We have spent 2 little monsy makina 2ur own
survey. And by the way, we have been doing this all the months
up to the convention and our private pclls, taken bhv rxeputzbla poll-
ing firms, have becen slmost identical to the nzation=1 nolls that
were teken if they were taken in the same pericd.

e hav emade z little survev state by state. Our informatien
is based on prlls 2nd on reprrts from the peoole in the field,
Insummzry, it shows z close ceontest with Mr. Nixon, as of the
last week, slishtly z2head. Mr. "zllace also shows strenath., I
was enccurzaued to see reports vesterdzay showine me zhezd in
Michiagan, Minnesotz. and Missouri. I might 24dd that “ipreantz
has picked the winner in everyv preesidentizl elesction from McKinlevy
through Johnscn, except in 1916, when by one tenth of one per cent
of the vote, Mr. Hughes carried this state over "ilson.

I richt 21ls2 add that in the 20th century, no man that has
lost Michiaan zand Misgsouri has besean elected. The undecided voters
in the Michiaan and Missouri pelle are heavily Bameocratic. So
that lcoks aned to me.

The field interviewino for these peolls wzs conductad from

Septembexr 8 to 15, a rather weazk period for me as confirmed bv vest
yesterday's Farris ppll. VYet even durina this period, I was

zhezad in these states, and I must szy thzat I'm enjovina this
czmnaicon.
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T also came even with Mr. Nixon in Texzs ~n their poll.
And we have other polls that show us within cne cr tve pev cont
in severzl ~f the key states,

Frankly, I think our carpairn is comine just a2s it cucht tn,
e don‘t nead these campaions that last three months. 2nd the croet
of these campaions is incredibly hich., Ve think that we can tele-
SCOpe cuxr wampaion in the next six weeks inte an effective, hard-
hittine ovrasram, And if you'll help me met Mr. Nixon nn that
televisinn in =z debate,

we can make it even hetter. We have had

1€ reaionzl meetincs in this past week. We have had 2 state
meeting, in every state. We have just released nur campaion
raterials 2s of Monday, vesterday. 'e starté on nationzl televisicn
zs of tonioht. I shall interdively campaion throuaghsut the
country, as I did in Minnesota. I know how to wir. 2And I haven't
the sliqhtest doubt that if we conduct ourselves in the temperament
and the intensitv that we bave set for cur standard, we cazn wir this
electicn,

[E]

Ousstion. Thank you. Mz, TVice Przgident.
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OPENING
STATEMENT

by Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey

Press Conference
September 24, 1968

Mr, Nixon says the American working man has been on a

L]
treadmill the last few g‘ He's got his dates mixed. The

fact is that the American working man was m much on

a treadmill during_ghe Nixon Republican years. It is only since

196§ that he has begun to move forward again.

Look at the facts. Since early 1961, purchasing power

3% A

per person, after taxes, and after allowing for price increases,

#
has risen by one third; like an extra 17 paychecks every year.
T iy S Eaa i
Some treadmill,
LDuring the eight Nixon Republican years, the rise was ? 7
S 2
——

barely 1 per cent a year. That really was a treadmill.

zMr. Nixon says the tax burden is the heaviest in our history.

What a short memory. The fact is that the Democraticml

Administration has lowered taxes./&ll ARSESS— persons and

corporations will pay $16 billion less in taxes in 1968 than if
- o ang

the tax rate of 1960 still prevailed.w

Lln 1964 and 1965 Federal tax rates were lowered by

——

$11 billion for individuals and $3 billion for corporations. This

year, even after the temporary increases, American families
are paying s less in income taxes than in 1960,

the last Republican year:



-- A family with $5, 000 income, $130 less;
-- A family with $10, 000 income, $174 less;
-- A family with $15, 000 income, $269 less.

LMr. Nixon says the country has been losing gold., But he
forgets when the gold drain started -- under the last Republican
Administrationy In the last three years under the Nixon
Republicans, the annual liquidity deficit averaged $3. 7 billion,

th has never been that high in any Democratic year. The country

lost far more of its international reserves between 1952 and 1961

than between 1961 and 1968, It was one of the Nixon Republican

messes loft B the Democrats ﬁb_uWO

AThen there are a few things Mr. Nixon forgot to mention.

Like employment -- increased by more than 10 million jobs

since 1961, In the eight Nixon Republican years, the increase was

QM 4 million

e LLike unemployment -- dmm M‘{

h,\qb’
to}.{per cent 4 - the lowest in fifteen years.g

< If the rate of unemployment were as high now as when the Nixon
Republican Administration left office ~- nearly 3 million people who
e L

are now at work would be tramping in streets looking for jobs.
e

e e




OPENING STATEMENT
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
PRESS CONFERENCE
SEPTEMBER 24, 968
For months now Richard Nixon has been saying he thought
debates anong Presidential candidates were a good thing. He was for
them.
Now, however, he refuses o accept my challenge to debate.
| would prefer to debate Mr. Nixon on prime time network
television. However, if that is not possible, | am willing to debate him
at the Whittier Elks Club, in the offices of the National Association of
Manufacturers, or in his fifth Avenue apartment... nhdAM
Failing a Humphrey-Nixon debate, | propose a Muskie-Agnew debate.
| know Ed Muskie would be happy to meet the Governor in the
State House in Annapolis, at the Baltimore County Sheriff's Office, or
on the Mason-Dixon line—— #- 4n @ nettend Steedeo .

Alternatively, | would be willing to debate both Mr. Nixon and

Mr. Agnew at the same time. Nixon could give the soft answers.
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Agnew could give the hard answers. Humphrey would give the
rightanswers. So that is the Humphrey-Muskie position on the
debates.

We are ready to do this anytime. Where do you stand on
this issue, Mr. Nixon?

Now, | am ready for your questions.
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