SUNSET HICH &CHOOL
MOCK CCHVEMTION
Portland, Orezsaecn
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Vice President Humpnhrev. Ynu sound like a bunch of Demncrats.

Barry Mesher -- when I said “Barry” the first time, T almnest szid
Goldwater -- exnlained tn us, I understand that he mads mv nomina-
tion. &2 Barxry, I think it's fitting and acnrepriate that I should
say t2 vou and to Sunset High Schonl that T am pr~ud to accernt ynur
nomination and vour nlatform as the nominee ~f yvour echoel, your
partv,. for the Office of President. (Anpnlauss)

Princiral Erickson ané ynur Ztudent Pedv President-=lect, Tohn
Croker, I was just tryina te £find out from Jnhn how he ant elected
o easily. I am having mnre trouble than he is.,

nd Ezarbara Mlder, Miss Damncrat, all I can szv is that if we narada
arcund 2 littls bit, we will met z2n awful 1ot ~f votes.

The student bodv of Sunset Hiak Schrnl, nermit me first ~f 211

to tell you that I am trulv honoxed, trulv honnred whzn I heard from
your meock conventirn that I was rrivileged to receiva the nomina-
tion for the Office of President. Secondly, lat me =av that this
kind of politiczl exsrciss, this mnck nnlitical convention is ~ne

of the mcst reassurina thinas that I have ssen amonast r~ur voung
nennle.

I have noticzd the siagns ahout here ané I am lrnking €~x the State
nf Oklahomz., If that sion would come un z little hicher, T would
appreciate it. Pecause I want ynou to knrw I have with me the
genuine, in the flesh, this real he-man United Ftates “enatrr frrom
Oklzhomz, Senat~r Harris, and his lnvelv wifz, (znnlausea)

I see a sign un there that says "Californiz.” I think y~u sh~uld
know that we have nne ~f the verv charmina elected rublic ~fficizale
from the ftate »f Californiz that ie traveline with us. That is
Doris - Davis, from ILos “ngeles. Doris, will you stand un, nlease.
(zrrlause)

I want all »f ynu students 2t Sunset Hich t~ know thzt mv ~nprsitinn
ask supperting Hills Bornuagh., But I am not. T did not fzre sav
anythking about Beavertnn, beczause the May~r is here,

I thoucoht Ehat in the veryv few moments thzt we have hsre torether,
peseibly T c~uld helr you just 2 little bit 2nd then y~m mi~ht

have gome guestions vou would like to agsk me. *nd mzybe we can
hzve some fun that wav, %Ye can ~on state hv state, z2t least z= lona
s w2 hzve the time, zand I haven't much time tr bhe with veru,

fu

Young peorle today are no lonaer lonked unon just, as thav uged

tn cay young perple. They are lonked umnn a2s 2 verv imnnrtant

part of the citizenrv ~f this country ~-- for examnle, 2 vouna man

whe arzduzted from this scheonol, T undarstzand, has anne »n to

cnrlleqge in Pennsylvaniza., Has has z2lreadv arproached that »nint in

his life where he will be making decisinng as t~ the futurs ocrurse ~F
his life. I hzappen tn bz one that bhelieves that in the lisht ~f the
many duties that v~una men z2né women have trdzv. the voting ace in

ocur ccuntry fcor nationzl elections, znd T hrre stats elactirns, should
be lowered t~» the zza »f 192. (z2pnlzuse)

0f cozurse, when vru start teo vote, you may have &~ start to navy
taxes.

I zlen happen tn heliszsva that there is an entirzlv new 2ttitudes in



the coruntry in r?ferenca to the inclusinn wiwnis the yoagulzyr nnliti-
cal prncess zand in the instituti~ns a2nd the ~fficae ~» . .

e

nf what we cz2ll nur yruth ar~un, 2ur yrunt nenrlzs, We n-od them in
the reculzr »oliticzal rarties. Beth malitical »nartize czn stz2nd
2 gnod infusion, a qcn? injection of vouna idezlisnm nnd T noticed

2s I came in hzere tonight, this zaftexrnn~n ~rx evanlnﬂ, I notice? th=zt
there were z numbher ~f y~uns na~mle that still 24 ~n 2 Huttr~n

that carries the nams nf a2 varv personal friend f mine with whom

I served forxr manv vezars in the United States Senzate an? whr ig 2
fell~w citizen of my ~wn stata. 7T wznt to take this m~omant to
congratulate a2nd to thank ©znator Eucene McCarthv for the arnd wurrk
he bhas done. (znpnlzuse) I mzy szv to the youn~ ne~nle that ths
ideals and the qo2ls of the fanatnr and the ideals and the arals
that we cherish are the same and since T zm 2z lszcitimzts z2nd full-
fledged candidate for the high nffice nf the Prasident, it is mv
view that those g2als can be bettzsr realized bv the a2lection »f i
Demeocratic candidate for Tresident than by anv other, and T Hﬂn@
that you will sze that wav and talk to your parents zhout it an?
your friends and your neiahbrrs,

Theres is anather gentleman whe is ne lonoer with us. ™n? vet his
work, hie ideas, his sensz ~f commitment, his™ nersrna2l invnlvement
with young people were a mattar of the life nf cur natirn znd ~F the
history »f ~ur country., I heone that thas yrunt nernle here 2t Sunsat
Fich and every ~ther hich sch~nl znd cnllsme acrnss thiq lan? will
recognize that the late Robert ¥Yennedv sarvad this cnuntrv hrillizntlv
znd courzgenusly as he sounht t~ arnuse yrour interest in nubhlic
affairs and in the nesde 2f the denrivad peonlz ~f ™mericz and in
the needls; indeed, »f the needy »nenple thrrughnut the w-rxlA, (znnlause;

¥Yru know, tha g~2d works of men and women dr nnt die with them.
Those qgond works 7n on, But wherever y~u see gemebh~4dv that is in
need and you will heln them, wheraver vou sees srmerne that needs

a chance to mzka s~mething out ~f hie nr her life 2a2nd y~u helrn them,
y~u are fulfilling the ifezls nf the twn men that I hzve -ust
mentioned, zand you are alan fulfillinag the anz2ls and the idazals of
the man that is tzlking to you. Recause the nolitics »f tomrrrow is
not the peolitics »f just the ~raanizztinn ~x the martv. It is in
truth the politics »f citizen pzrticinmztion ~n the hrnalzst hasks
and the pnolitices nf service. I hore to see in the n~t t~~ distant
future when the high schools ~f thie lznd will inclucds in their
course of study for nurnnses »f credit and arade service t~ the
community as well as study in the classrynom. %z nesd thrusands and
thousands 2f vouna men and woman todzy, helniny in hnenit=ale, in
mental institutions, helvnina in city hall, in the c~urt hruss,
helping on rplayarounds, bhelninag in the slum arxeae »f ~ur e~raat
ities, helping to rreoanize clubs ~r stcizl srouns for vouns nernls
that have never had z ckance t~ enjrv 2z a~~d life. e nee? the nzw
prlitics, which is not the nrlitics of nressure an? ~f narty and nf
rrivilzoz, but rathar the »nlitics »f concern zard tha »n~litics »f
service., I know ~f no arrnur in "mericz that can 4~ 2 hetter j~b

in metting this messace £ the Amsrican nennls zand tha vouno maonle,
whsre ycu have so much to ~ffer.,

Then I want t2 leave ~ne nthar thruacht with v~u: This cruntrv

today is beinn heset by 2 hnst ~f Aifficulties., f-ome ~f you mav

not have exnerisnced them, bgcause fnartunzatalv, mnat of tha naanlae

in this zudiznce ¢ome from neginhhrrihn~ds and farilisa that are z2bhle
to provides wz2ll for you The fa2ct ~F the mzatter is thzt manv
families in this c“untrv dn nnt have that samz onmartunity and we zxe
trying to @2 snmething zbout it, not tn tzke fror yru, huttr 243 tn
them. €fharina Anzs not necesezayilv mean that vou l~se seomethina, it
means that s~ra-ne glss aains znd that in vour sharina, vru ma2v gain,
Tl alh
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It is a fact that in this cruntrv, in the slums in the citiee, from
the valleys of the rural ponr, amecnast the black, zmrnast the Indizans,
amongst the Tuertn Ricans, amnnast the Mexican-?maricans, the
Sranish-surname neonle, amonast many of these sx~unsg, amrcnast

others who a2re of Anal~-Sax~n or Eurrmnean descent, it is a fact

that there are neonle whn Ao not have it ' 28§ anr? as vou 2nd T,

I have had 2 very gnnd life: z wonderful hnme, a2 fins mnther
and father, a chance t» an on to crllese, 2ven thrunth I had to make
thzt chance myself. But it has been a wonderful oponrtunity for me
and I feel that if it was gond for me, mavhe it wruld he ~A~nd feor
somebndy else.

All I want from the other quy is what the nther auy haes hzen able
tn maks available to me. And1 I really believe that there is no
group 2f ne~ple in the world that zre more fzir mindsd, mrre hronest
in terms of their intellectual intearity, than nur youn~ nanple.
And I want you t» ceonstantly keep in mind that yru zrz rezlly no
better off than s"meone else who has less chance. We havs s» much
in this ccuntry t» d» with and vet so much t= de,

I had with me yesterday one ~f the oreatest zthletzss that this nati»n
has ever prnéduced, Mr. Rayfer Jrhns~on. I wonder if we realizs that man
o £ onur champions of our olymnic teams, the champirns thzt are asinna

t2 win the gold medals for us in “Mexicn Citv this vear, that many ~f
them zre the children, the s~ns and dauahters, of nennle that never ha“d
the chance that you and I have.

I wondexr if we realize how Mmarica wnuld 1lonk without thess men an?
wemen that have come from the families nf the mon~r., I wrnder how
rmuch we realize what would happen to nur art zn® our literaturs,

to our music and our drama® Actuzlly out »f the sufferina and »zin
nf the slum has come s~me ~f the mast hezutiful creati~n that ws
know in terms of cultures,

So there is so much to be discrvered, Very shortlv, wz will have
Celumbus Day in America znd peonle will parad= and thev will say, well,
we are celebratinag the discnvery ~f Amasrica. 2Mmerica is discnvered
everyday. Somebedy discovers it: the fellnw that never hzd a j~b
that gets cna -- he discovers Mmerica. The person that never had =z
decent homre t» live in and aets ona -~ he discovers ™merica. The
young person that did not have a annd chance for 2 arnd educaticn

and finally aets z aood education »r a chance t2 ago tn cnllsae —-- ha
nr she discovers Mmerica.

The kid thzt is sick with what seems t» be an incurahle Fiseacs
and they find 2 cure =-- he discovers ’merica. 3Secause “merica is
constant adventure and discoverv. Ynu don't need to rezllv celebrate
the discoveries »f vesterday. %What vru nezed to celzshrate zre the
things that ynou are to discover.

And your generation is going teo live far beyrnd the yezr 2000, Moet
of the pecple that are alive todzy will be zlive when Century 21
omes. What kind cof 2 century will it ke? I'll tell vyvou what it
will be like just a little bhit.

For examnle, ~ne of the thinos that we will hzve, will bhe
transplant »f human craans which we todav rez2d zhout will bhecome =2
matter of madical science nf snme requlzritv. ¥e will crmmuniczatsz
by communications satellite., I saw 2 yrunag lzdy here from the
American Field Service from France. I met her as T zamz in the
dnoxr, Inside ~f ten yezrs, we will h=zve rarulzy crmmunicztisng into
o ur schnols 2nd colleges throu~h c~mmunicatinn satellitss with all
or most of the countries =f the woxrld, so that throunh television,
you will be akle tr sees 2 classro~m in Trkyr zand veu will he able to



communicate with students in Taris ~r studsnts in Naw Delhi ~r
Djakaratz, our students, hepefully, in Moscow nr Pukarest. *nd

through this communication satellite, we will ceot t~ ¥now each ~ther --
Communicaticn npans the mind, ~pens the heart zand makas far zn npan
opld. The lack ~f communicaticn makes f~r hlindness, intellectual

and spiritual blindness. It makes frr a clnsed snciety.

Young men and woman in this room will live tn see the dzy when
internlznetary trave, at least by rocket if nct manned , autsmated,
will be rather n~rmal. Vou surelv will live t-~ see the ay when

we will have a staticn »n the menn 2n@ exnlore its wenders znd lezrn
zbout it, Somebndy has szid to me, what difference dres it make
what's ocut there in snace? My answer is it is yvour neichbnrheon~d, The
mlar system, the sun and the snlar system are veour neighbrrhond,

We need to Xnow more about it, What ig the effect ~f the stars

that you see in the sky uonn vrur life? How dr we kn~w? vhat is the
effect »f the sun uncn life itself? We think wa kn~w but what more is
there t~ know?

There is such 2 gqreat adventura zhead »~f us. I sort ~f hone zpAd nrav
that someh~w, throuah vitamins, Gerit~l, »r whatever alse it mav he,
I may make it to tha vear 2000. I nlzn to make it 2nd I hrne tn hs
there with vou, becausas I am ¢ nvinced that a2t that time if we have
not destroyed this world throush man's madness, we will have the
most excitiny verind ~f human histrrv.

There has been mnre chanage in the last one bundred vears thzn in the
preceding 5,000. There are more scientists zlive t~Adzv thzn in =211
the recorded history of man. There has heen more advances in scisnce
and technoleowy in the past 50 years than in the nrevinous 2,000, Vo
are living in the mnst exciting peri~d ~f human exist=nca. The
question is, what are “you aning to do with it? This is why T wantad
to come to you, Because y~u see, I have 2 sneceizl intsrest in vou.
You are the cnes that are qgrina to have tr take care nf my Medicare
and focial fecurity and I wanted t- take a loank a2t yru an? see if I
can rely on yru, T think I can. I know I can.

The final observation I would like to leave with y2u is this: ONur
democracy needs panonle whe believe in the Democratic snirit. Ven
cannot have a free society without an enlichtene? citizenrv, Thomae
Jefferson said you either will be free or ianrrant. V-ou have t~ mzke
a choice. Ycu cannot he free and isnmrant.

Now, we have made the choice »f being free, which mezns thzt wa have
had to bacome an educated neople. »An educzated man ie n~t mne that
hNas just learnad science znd technolnoy and mathemztice. Fe is

one that has learned to resnact his neiahbnr. 7n educated man ie nne
of forebearance and tolarance, is onz ~f understanlins zn- r=ason,

is onz that is willina te aive the nther “ellow the bonefit ~f the
doubt, is one that has lezrnsd not only how to eplit the zt~m but

to split the difference. 7n educated nerscn is rne ~f gnnd mannars,
is one whe understands that free srmeach for himself is ~nlv t~ ha
protected if there is free sneach for thenthzr €21lrw. 7An sAucated
person can szve damncracy* an iancrant pere~n can Adestrev it. ™n
educated persnn, therefore, must have those qualificatisns ~f an
educated man: qnod manners, teolerance, forehearance, undarstandinn,
learnina, the willinaness tc listen as well zs the willin~nees tn
talk. And todzy I see z few pennle in our country, and thank anndness,;
s nly 2 few, whn have lost faith in freed-m, whrn have lrst fzith in
the precesses of democrzcy. They are the naspla that bhreak un
meetinags., Thev zre the nennle that arez ualy zand unrxuly. They are
the people that won't let the other fellrw tzlk. Thev ars the perple
that think they have 2 mrnopnly nn virtue ané richte~u~ness. They
are the peorle whn want tn destroy. Fvery frese sncistv thzat has
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lost its freedmm, lnst it beczuse the great ~varwhelmino mzjority

of penple did not understand that those who hate freed-m have a con~
taigon zbout them and that they sometimes cet their wav hacause
cther people are unwillin~ tn etand in their wav.

I want tc call upon you ynoung peonle to set the examnle in this
election. When you see somehody that denies another mzn the riaht

teo speak, I den't care who he is, what his pslitical nartv, what he
says cr hcw he thinks: if he is denied the riaght teo snezk by a
government, by a mob, »r by an unruly crnun that decides they are
goina to shout him down, vou stand up and sazv that veu, sir, znd vou,
that aroup, vou are the enemy nf freedom and we want you t~ know it.
Point your finagexr at them and say shame and let them know that thay A~
not reprasent what this country stands for. (annlause) 7Pes grmehndy
once said to me, every man and woman has a right t2 be heard: he

does not necessarily have to be taken serinuslv, hut he h2s a riaht
t> be heard.

So in step with agnod standards today, let's demand fr~m the nolitical
candidates for ~ffice that thev stand befaxre audiences tngether, t~
debate, to discuss, t~ enter int» Jdizloaue and eumen tc dissent,

Just 2 word azbout dissent. Vru havzs that richt. Vru have the

right tn» speak out, tr svezk zczinst. But y»u have n~ riaht ~f dis-
orcder. Dissent, yes; disorder, nn. Demncracy reguires that you play
by the rules nf the game. 2nd if you don't like the rules, vou can
change them thr~ugh the democratic =»rocess. 2ut we can't chanae zanythi
in this country fnr the acod thrnugh vinlence, threuak Aissrder,
through disrsgzrd for the law. e can 4o anythins we want tn An,
however, if we work within the lzw, if need he tr chanacethe law and

tn mazke this country the kind »f country ycu want. Sn T zm hanny

to be your ncminee. (applause)
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