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JACKSON~ILLE, FLO RIDA, STREBT RALLY 
Wednesday, October 2, lgQ8 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you, thank you very much, Congress­
man Pepper and my good friend Mayor Tanyler, Governor Bryant and 
Governor Burns, distinguished fellow citizens. You know, I have 
never had so many people behind me as I have here today. I want 
to thank them very, very much. 

And look at this wonderful, wonderful audience on all sides, \olith 
the most beautiful array of signs that I have ever seen. I want 
t9 thank you. (Applause) 

Each one of them reminds me of what I might talk about today. But 
my dear friends of Jacksonville, Florida, how proud I am to be 
here, to be in this great city. I noticed your Florida Times­
Union of Jacksonville for ~7ednesday, October 2. "Great new city 
is born here" and it is perfectly obvious today that it has many 
wonderful children and many wonderful people that I see here today. 
(Applause) 

So, Mr. Mayor, I am proud to be the first candidate for the presi­
dency in . the United States in the history of this country to 
visit the largest city in the free world and to stand here on this 
platform with Hans Tanyler, the largest mayor of the largest city 
in the free world. (Applause) 

Stand up, Mr. Mayor. 

Look at that. A man that looks that good, is that big and strong, 
just has to be a Democrat. No doubt about it. 

No\~, this is my kind of a meeting. I like to come to these good 
street meetings where we can talk to each other and I like to 
come to the bold -- and it is -- bold and the great new city of 
the South. And that is what this America of ours is all about -­
a bold, new, great America that_we see right here in Jacksonville, 
Florida. 

Now, you are going to have a visit very shortly from a little 
group of men that come around and they have got an airplane, they 
call themselves "The GOP Truth Squad." 

Well, everybody has a right to play on words these days. For a 
while, when I saw that they had a special plane and it said "GOP , " 
I said to myself, you know that fellow, that Republican nominee , 
at long last he is going to accept my invitation to debate. They 
are bringing him in here, special cargo on a special plane." And 
then I saw that it said "Truth Squad," so I knew that Nixon wasn't 
aboard. I just knew it. (Applause) 

By golly, that Nixon sign went up and down four times back there. 

Well, friends, I want you to know that their plane broke down this 
morning up in Knoxville. First of all, they had engine trouble. 
That is normal for a Republican Administration. 

They run for awhile and then they conk out, you know. 

Then the next thing that happened, they got the thing airborne and 
they couldn't get the landing gear up. Just the way it is, 



for example, the minute you 
of the engines goes out- ·and 
going, you can't get down. 

trust them with something, either one 
you get a recession or when you get 
They just don't know how to do it. 

So here's what I am doing. I am offering the Republican Truth 
Squad to join our happy family aboard my airplane, where all three 
engines work all the time. (Applause) 

Besides that, they will get a little truth. That won't hurt, either 

. Now -- well, I am about to, but it is too good for them. 

Now, friends, at a time when complainers and doubters dominate the 
headlines, right here in Jacksonville, a group of citizens sat down 
and did some hard thinking about tomorrow. And very quietly you 
put into effect what this newspaper said -- a bold and progressive 
plan to make a better community and a better city for the hundreds 
of thousands of people that are here. And hardly a ripple in the 
sea of public clamor. And yet, with one stroke, you have put an 
end to a whole era of old fashioned local government and you have 
replaced it with modern local government such as you have here, 
which is the way that America must go ahead. (Applause) 

But I knew it would happen, I knew that it would happen because it 
had the gu~dance of a fine Democratic Administration here in 
Jacksonville. Things happen that way and I am proud thdt the 
Democratic Party, with men in Congress like Claude Pepper, Charlie 
Bennett, Senator Smathers, Senator Holland, and others have been 
in the thick of the action in climbing for the tomorrows of our 
state and our country as a whole. 

And your Congressman tells me that the first fellow to propose a 
canal across Florida was a Spanish conquistador back in 1564. I 
haven't his name, but I have it on good authority that a man with 
that kind of vision had to be a Democrat. There is no doubt about 
that. 

But even if we can't take credit for the idea, you know who got 
the across-Florida barge canal started. You know who got it 
started and you know who is going to finish it -- John Kennedy. 
John Kennedy -~ (Applause) -- ~ohn Kennedy came to Florida in 1960 
and he promi$ed to get this vital program underway, vital to the 
defense of our country, vital to the northern, to the economy of 
Northern Florida. And ·he said he'd get" it through the Congress. 

Well, now, he delivered on that promise and I am proud to say t0at 
I had a little hand myself in passing that bill through the u.s~ 
Senate. (Applause) 

Then Lyndon Johnson came to Jacksonville in 1964 and he promised 
to get construction of that canal underway. And he delivered on 
that promise. 

Well, here I am, another Democrat in Jacksonvi~le, in 1968, and 
we are going to get the wheels unstuck in Congress and we are 
going to finish that canal. (Applause) 

Now, the Army Engineers say, they say that it can be done by 1974; 
they say it can b e done . \vell, let me tell you something, I think 
it can be done befo~e then and I say that it will be done -- not 
can be done, it will be done. And it will be done not one day 



later th~n 1974, a nd if you put me in the Nhite House, we will 
get a little action and get it done sooner. (Applause) 

And now let me tell you something else: I see my friends from the 
National Maritime Union around here. I want you to know I am 
going to have a special speech for you one of these days on Ameri­
ca's Merchant Harine. But I want my friends to know that when I 
am your president, the United States of America will have ·a 
Merchant Marine of which you can be proud -- ships (Applause) -­
American ships, American flags, ships built in American shipyards 

·by American workers. That is what you are going to have. (Applause : 

Now, a wcrd about Cape Kennedy. I have been Chairman of the Space 
Council. My friend, Governor Burns, is here and we worked 
together. I have worked with your congressional delegation. We 
have built some new bridges, we have done a lot of things. But I 
want this great Florida audience to know that when Humbert Humphrey 
is President of the United States, Cape Kennedy is going to be a 
flourishing installation for the Space Program. We are going to 
keep it operating. 

Let me take off this coat. It is a little hot up here. Not only 
that, I intend to level on these Republicans and others. 

Now, here's the question, my good friends. Which party, which 
candidate for president can more surely guide this nation on the 
pathway to peace? This candidate, t4e Democratic candidate. 
(Applause) 

I happen to believe that we can achieve, as Claude Pepper said 
from the podium, an honorable peace in Vietnam. And this will be 
the first priority of the Humphrey-Muskie Administration. 

Now, I have spoken out on this issue and I believe that this peace 
can be achieved. And I think it is now time for Mr. Nixon to tell 
the American people what he has in mind. I think he owes it to us. 

Now, the second great decision of this election relates to every­
one of us in this audience. It relates to the kind of an America, 
the kind of a society that we are going to have here for ourselves, 
for our children, for children yet unborn. I come to a great part 
of America to talk to you about your country. "This is my country" 
says that beautiful song. This is our America and quite frankly, 
I get a little weary of some of the people that complaint about it. 
This is without a doubt, as Lincoln put it, the last best hope of 
earth, and I intend to help keep it that way, with your help. 
(Applause) 

And I have come here to the South, I have come here to the South 
to talk about this issue, and I know that I am talking about an 
issue that many people tell me this is the wrong place. 

I was told by · all of my advisors, don't come dovm here and talk 
abo~t equal opportunity; don't come down here, they say. They say 
it is Nixon Country or it is Wallace Country. I say it is American 
Country -- American Country. (Applause) 

Yes, I say it is an American country and I intend to talk to you 
as a fellow American , and I intend to talk to you about the kind 
of an America that we need. 
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Now, there are far-es - abroad in thi s land, dangerous force s, that 
are striving to divide us and striving to embitter our people. 
There are radical e x tremists of the Right, of the Left, of the 
white, of the black, demagogues who preach fear, violence, hate, 
and division. And I call upon the American people, no matter \<Tho 
you are or where you live, to reject these extremists, to let 
them know you want no part of them. Turn them away, my friends. . . 
(Applause) 

I have seen and I have heard some of these extremists chant and I 
· have seen them noisily disrupt meetings and seek to deny freedom 
of speech to persons with whom they disagree. 

Now, let me make it clear from this platform -- I think that any 
candidate for any office and particularly for the highest office 
of this land, whether it is George Wallace or Richard Nixon or 
Hubert Humphrey, is entitled to be heard, and free speech for 
every man. 

It is fact, my friends, not only do I think they are entitled to 
be heard, but I have been trying to get them to stand on the same 
platform· with me day after day. I think you ought to have these 
three candidates at every meeting. I think we ought to go across 
this land telling our story to the American people, individual by 
individual. I don't want the presidency to go to the man with the 
biggest advertising budget. I ·think it ought to go to the Ameri­
can people on the basis of facts. 

But I can't get Mr. Nixon to come out of the shadO\<TS. He is in 
so many parades, he has so much confetti coming down that he hasn't 
apparently come out yet from under that avalanche of ticker tape 
and confetti. 

Well, I want to let you knm<~ something, friends. I used to do a 
lot of pheasant hunting up in South Dakota and Michigan, do a 
little quail and partridge hunting, and I have flushed many a 
bird out from under many a bush, and let me tell you, I can hit a 
moving target if I can get him out. 

And I will tell you, we have got some birds. And I am going to 
get 'em. 

Now, my friends, I say every man has the right to be heard, every 
group the right to assemble, every man and woman in this country 
of voting age the right to vote without disturbance. Yet we have 
people who say they are not going to let us vote. ~ve have people 
\<Tho say they are not going to let us meet. He have people \<lho 
try to break up meetings, not only mine but others. 

Ladies and gentlemen, disorder is not dissent. Dissent in a 
democracy is legitimate. Disorder in a democracy is intolerable. 
Dissent, xes~ disorde r, no. And we are not going to have any of 
it in this country ~ (App lause) 

Destruction is not debate. Indeed, the violence of destruction 
can only silence the vitality of debate. So I stand before you 
to reject this form of extremism. 

Now, the r e i s anothe r kind. There is anothe r form of rad ical 
extremism eve ry bit as dangerous as those of the Left, eve ry bit 
as dangerous as those who see k to break up ~ meeting and holler 



you dmvn, just as corros.ive to our liberties. That is the .extrem­
ism of those who preach disrespect for our courts, disrespect for 
our laws, and who play to the basest fears and the deepest suspic­
ions of our people. 

Mark my words, my fellow Americans, thal strategy of organized 
hate and fear if left unanm·1ered and unchecked can lead America 
to disaster just as surely as the radical tactics of the shouters 
and the disrupters can destroy our democracy. 

· So let me talk to you, then, about the candidates in this election 
and their programs. 

Let me first mention the candidate of the third party, the former 
Governor of Alabama. 

He says that he is running on a platform of law and order. Well, 
my friends, let's take a look. When he was Governor of Alabama, 
he gave the American people quite a demonstration of law and order. 
He decided, for example, which courts suited him and he disobeyed 
the rest. He decided which judges he liked and he insulted the 
others. 

He decided which laws he preferred and he tried to violate the 
others. Now he proposes teaching a lawless method to the whole 
country. Well, let me say to you, my dear friends, it is a strange 
thing tfiat a man who stands for states' rights and whose ads say 
"Send me your money for local government" is the very man who 
today says that if he is president, that he will see that there is 
law and order out of Washing~on, which means what? A national 
police force. lve don't need that in this country. Why would we 
voluntarily do that? Law and order belong here. 

Law and order -- let me say, my dear friends, law and order rests 
with the governors and it rests with the mayors. It rests at the 
local level. 

Now, Mr. Wallace was governor of the state with the highest murder 
rate in the nation. Do you call that law and order? (Applause) 
He could not maintain order in his own state where he had the power. 
Now he promises to maintain order in every city in every state 
where he will have no power to do it. Hy friends, it is counter­
feit currency. Law and order belong to this mayor. Law and order 
belong to this governor in the state. The President of the United 
States is not your sheriff and he is not a super chief of police. 
The President of the United States, however, can help. And how 
can he help? By what he says, by how he conducts himself, by 
encouraging respect for the law and by going to the Congress to 
ask that Congress to help every mayor and every governor and every 
county sheriff in the United States to have the tools to do the 
job for law and order. 

Now, my friends, I was mayor of a great city. That is why I love 
to come to these modern cities of today. I served as mayor of the 
City of Minneapolis, a city the size in population of Jacksonville 
and this new government of yours. I have had -problems of law and 
order and the record is there. And let me tell you, if the record 
wasn't there, they would be tearing me to bits. But I fought 
organized crime and licked it and I kept peace in my city. (Applause) 

I brought law and order to Minneapolis and as mayor, I compiled a 
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record for law and order which received a national commendation 
from the FBI. Mr. Wallace can't claim that, I will tell you. 

Now, I am ready to do something about law and order. We are not 
going to condone violence. We are not going to condone riots. 
Make no mistake about it. Let me tell you -- that is no way to 
have it. 

All right, cut it out over there. 

· My friends, the \'lay to do something about it is to back your 
police with money, with training, with equipment and with support 
and not just with bumper stickers. And that is what we are going 
to do in this country . (Applause) 

So I say to you, I say to you the job can be done and I intend to 
do it. 

Now, let me say something else about this candidate. For someone 
who calls himself a friend of the little man -- by the way, the 
action is up here. Don't pay attention to that. That happens in 
every town around the country. That is nothing new. Pay no 
attention, there are always a few, always a few. But thank God 
for the overwhelming majority of American people. 

Now, let's talk about our familied for awhile. Let's talk about 
where we stand in this campaign. Let's talk about this man who 
says he is the friend of the working man , the friend of the little 
man. Let's see what he did as governor. 

Alabama housewives paid the highest sales tax in the country -­
six cents on the dollar. Wages for the working man , Mr. Worker, 
and I want to talk directly to you, you have an obligation to your 
wife and your children, to yourselves. Wages for the working man 
in Alabama were the third lowest in the nation. In education, 
there are only two states that spends less per pupil. You have an 
obligation, Mr. Voter, to think about that.child and that family. 

And in that state of the governor~ it had the lowest workmen's 
compensation system of any state in the Union. Do you call this a 
friend of the little man? I say to you, my friends, it is nothing 
more or less than sheer outright reaction. And we can't afford 
that in this country. {Applause) 

But there is even a more serious problem and that is when we 
deliberately try to inflame the fears and the frustrations and the -
prejudices of our people. And these are tactics found in this 
campaign . They are found not only by one but by bvo. They are 
found in the campaign of my Republican opponent, the man who 
deliberately courted the most extremist elements in his own party 
and who continues that appeal in his speeches and who will be 
fully in their debt if he gets into the presidency. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, you don't get law and order by att~cks 
on your police, your courts, your law enforcement officials or 
setting up group against group and race against race. These tac­
tics stockpile the ingredients for a civi~ explosion and we can't 
afford that in our country. {Applause) 

Now, let me talk a little bit about the Republican candidate and 
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the Republican record. Is the Truth Squad around? I imagine they 
have arrived by now. I hope so, because I want them to tell you 
the truth. And when they tell you the truth, here is what they ­
are going to tell you: 

In the last eight years of Republican Administration, three reces­
sions that took the jobs of millions of workers. Let them tell 
you the truth, that Mr. Nixon said that until you got over 4-1/2 
million unemployed, it wasn 't dangerous. 

-Let them tell you the truth, that they did nothing for these 
cities like Jacksonville. 

Let them tell. you the truth, that they fought Medicare, they cut 
benefits on Social Security. 

Le~ them tell you the truth, that there wouldn't be aid to higher 
education for your great universities and colleges in this state 
had it been for Republican votes. 

Let them tell you the truth, that they fought against, they fought 
against federal aid to elementary education, secondary education, 
and higher education. Let them tell you the truth, there wasn't 
one single job training program in America under a Republican 
Administration -- not one. (Applause) 

And Mr . Mayor, I have here a report on some of the things in your 
city. Your neighborhood health centers, your community action 
programs, your housing for the elderly, your programs in Project 
Headstart, your manpower training programs -- four pages of pro­
grams in this city and not one of them, not one of them was ever 
sponsored by a Republican Administration . And you didn't get a 
dime from them. (Applause) 

Now, let's look at the truth on the other side. Oh, I wish that 
Truth Squad would turn up. I tell you, they have got a lot to 
talk about. Let me tell you, my friends. Let them tell the truth 
about us: Aid to Education up 300 percent; 10 million people 
brought out of poverty in the last five years; a minimum wage law 
of $1.60. Cities that are getting help for the first time in many 
years; consumers that are getting protection; health care, Medi­
care, and income -- income, my friends. Under those eight years 
of Republicanism, family income went up nine percent after taxes, 
after the cost of l ·iving rise. Under eight years of Democratic 
Administration, income for the same family has gone up 32 percent. 
In other words, it has gone up enough for you _to send your son and 
daughter to college and still be as well off as you were under a 
Republican Administration. · (Applause) 

I am proud of this record. I am proud of the fact that this party 
of ours, this Democratic Party has given this nation the things 
that have made it great, has given this nation security for the 
elderly, has given this nation health for the young, has given 
this nation public works, has given this nation, yes, the barge 
canal that you want right here, under this present Administration, 
has given this country housing, has given this country profits, 
has made this economic system of ours operate as never before --
90 months with no recession; 90 months of prosperity. 

And, Mr . Businessman, listen to me . In any one Democratic year, 
you made more money than in all the eight RQPublican years put 
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together. And that is a lot and that is a fact. 

Now, Mr. Businessman, if you want to say you are Republicans so 
it sounds good, I don't mind. It is all right. Carry a card, 
even register. But for goodness sakes, ,.,hen you go into the vot­
ing booth, will you vote your self-interest, will you vote your 
economics, '"ill you vote for your family , \'lill you vote for your 
children, will you vote for your country ? Mr. Businessman, you 
know that in eight Republican years, we lost $175 billion of lost 
income. You know that there was a raid on the gold supply of 

· this country, with the highest balance of paiments deficit that 
this nation has ever faced. It is a fact. And I think it is 
time, my fellow Democrats, that we took this crowd on and told 
the truth about what's going on in this country. 

Now, just remember this: A defeat for the Democratic ticket, a 
defeat will be a defeat for your family. I haven't any doubts 
about this campaign. It is an uphill fight. I know that. We are 
short o~ money. We have had a late start. We have had division 
in our party. The opposition has been well financed. 

They say· Mr. Nixon is cool, confident, poised. Well, why shouldn't 
he be? He hasn't said anything. {Applause) 

But let me tell you, before I get through with him, he will have 
a blow torch on his political tail like he has never had before. 
{Applause) 

I do not intend to let Mr. Richard Milhous Nixon, the Republican 
Nominee that John Kennedy defeated, I do not intend to let the 
memorial to John Kennedy be the election of Richard Nixon. Not 
on your life. {Applause) 

And I don't intend to let this country fall backwards. And I 
don't intend to let America be torn apart. 

Look at that audience. Look at these people. Here we are, fellow 
Americans, black and white, Catholic, protestant and Jew. Why 
should T.tle listen to anybody that tells us that we ought not to 
work together? We need each other in this country. ~-re need each 
other as we have never needed each other before. 

And let me say from this platform, let me say from this platform 
I don't offer you ease. I don't offer you an easy journey. But 
I offer you the right road. I tell you, my friends, as Ben~amin 
Franklin put it in the constitutional convention, if we are 
divided, if we hang together -- we will either hang together or 
we will hang separately. And this America of ours today is being 
watched. This is a dangerous world and we need to be strong and 
we need to be united. I'Ve need every American. 

Look at them -- black, white -- North, South. We don't need any­
body to pull us against each other. We don't want anybody in this 
co~ntry that arouses our passions. We want somebody in this 
country that arouses our hopes. 

Hy friends, I believe in this country. Just a minute. 

I believe in thi s country. This · i s t he greates t · place on t his' 
planet. I don't intend to let anybody rarm it. I have spoken out 
today against these extremes of the Right o r the Left, of the 



9 

black or the white. We ,don't need people that want to burn this 
nation or we don't need people th~t hate their neighbor. What we 
ne~d is people that want to build this nation, or people that like 
and enjoy their neighbors. (Applause) 

So my fellow Americans, let's face it. Do you want a divided 
country or do you want a united one? I think I know. I think I 
know there is more goodness in American people than evil. I know 
there is more greatness in American people than pettiness. Some 
people appeal to the evil, some people appeal to the passions, 

· some people appeal on the basis of hate and some people appeal on 
the basis of violence. Ladies and gentlemen, I can't carry on 
that kind of campaign. 

I am asking you to be greater than you have ever dreamed you could 
be. I am asking you to make this American dream come true. I am 
asking you here in Jacksonville, deep in the South, I am asking 
you to help me and to help yourself make this one nation under 
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. Let's do it. 
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INTERVIEW OF VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY 
By Jim Lewis , Publ ic Afiairs Editor 

"FEEDBACK" a Ford Foundation Sponsored 
Project WJC-TV Community TV 

Jacksonville, Florida 
Wednesday , October 2, 1968 

l'-1.R. LENIS: Vice President Humphrey, \•lelcome to Florida. 

VICE PRESIDENT Hut,!PHREY: Thank you. 

MR . LEWIS: We are now five weeks before the actual election. 
Your opponents and most of your supporters say you are now in 
third place . Do you agree with this and do you think you have 
enough time left to --

1 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I surely do not agree to that. As a 
matter of fact, I think we are coming along very well. There 
isn't any doubt but what in the early stages of the campaign, we 
were in second place, but never in third place . I feel the trend 
is very good now. There is a sense about the campaign that one 
who has been in public life a long time perceives and feels. 
Ther~ 5sn't any doubt in my mind at all that we are on the upline 
nmv. 

As I have said to so~e of our other friends , the market trend is 
good. It is going up. I think we will come in just about right. 
We will go to that final line with just enough votes in the ballot 
box to win this election. I am beginning to feel very confident 
about this. 

MR . LEWIS: Certainly unity in the Democratic Party is going to be 
a key question in this campa ign. Have you any indication from 
Senator McCarthy that he will give active support? 

VICE PRESIDENT HU~PHREY : I haven't seen the Senator since the con­
vention. I am not sure just when I will see him. I hope that he 
will see fit to do so. After all , we worked together for 20 years 
in the De~ocratic Party. But the more important thing, it seems 
to me, is that his key people are supporting me . For example, Mr. 
Stephen Mitchell, his chairman, is an active supporter. Today here 
in Florida, the head of the young peoples organization for SenGtor 
McCarthy announced his support today for me . This is ha ppening all 
across the country. In fact, we are getting qreat support from 
young people, an ever-increasing number of young people that are 
coming out -- the McCarthy suppor ters, the late Bobby Kennedy sup­
porters, my own supporters. I believe we are beainning to build 
back the unity of the Party. 

In this election, that could be the decisive factor, because the 
Democratic Party is the stronaer of the two political parties by 
far. If we c an get the Democratic voters to vote, if they will sup­
port their Democratic nominee, we will win this election~ no doubt 
about it, because this election will be won by a plurality of 
votes, not a majority. 

MR . LE~~IS : How much of a drain is Governor Wa llace going to be 
on votes , particularly in the South? 
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VICE PRESIDENT HU 1PHREY: I think in the South, .Mr. lvallace \vill 
be primarily co~peting with Mr . Ni:on 's vote s , the people that 
ordinarily vote Republican -- not entirely, but more so. In .the 
North , Mr. Wallace has been trying to make an appea l in some of the 
bluecollar areas amongst workers . But I think workers find out 
what the wage levels are in Alabama, I think when they find out 
that Alabama has the lowest workmen 's compensation system in the 
u.s., the hiqhest sales tax in the u.s., I think when they start 
finding out some of these things, the working man is not goin~ to 
be too interested in votinq for Mr . Wallace. 

Temporarily, he may indicate that kind of interest. But when he 
walks into that voting booth, that worker has to think about his 
family, the education of his children. Then he will have to remem­
ber that the State of Alabama had the second lowest per capita 
expenditure for education in the U.S. u~der George Wallace. He is 
going to be thinking about that pay check and that means that he 
isn't going to be voting for Mr . Nixon, because about every two 
years, you get a Republican recession. That is the way they level 
off the price trend and sort of as they say stabilize the economy 
at the expense of the worker • 

.r-·rr . Nixon talked about having 4-1/2 million workers as a -·- \>Tell, 
if you got above that, he said, it might be dangerous. Now , for 
the 4-1/2 million out of work, that is a catastrophe for them and 
it is very bad for the rest of the economy. So I don't believe 
Mr. Wallace or Mr . Nixon are going to get very many workers ' . votes. 
Because I think the working man is a family man. I think he would 
like to be able to pay the Mortgage on his home. 

I think he would like to be able to take a vacation like a gentle ­
man and enjoy himself. He isn't going to be able to do that under 
the Administration of a Republican. He knows that. He knows that 
he is going to have long vacations of unemployment and under Nr. 
Wallace, when they start looking at the record, they are going to 
see that this man is not a progressive, that he represents the 
forc es of reaction in this country and speaks for them. 

MR. LEWIS: There has been confusion about one thing in your state ­
ment on Monday night regarding the bombing halt in Viet Nam . 
Could you tell us now whether you will support a unilateral pause 
without any re sponse at all from Hanoi, just to see what will 
happen? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : lvell, I am going to do for you what I 
have done for the others, because I have learned the hard way. 
If a man makes one comma , changes one comma , they say you have 
changed your position. So it's dull this way, but at least it is 
safe. Not only that, but it comes out the same every time. Let 
me read it to you. 

I said North Viet Nam, adcording to its own statement and those of 
others , has said it would proceed to good , prompt , substantive 
negotiation with us if we stopped the present limited bombinq of 
the North . We must always think of the protection of our troops. 
As President, I would stop the bombing of the North as an accept ­
able risk for p e ace , be cause I believe it could lead to success in 
the negotiations and a shorter war . This would be the best protec­
tion for our troops . In weighinq that risk and before takinq 
action, I would p l a c e k ey i mportanc e on e v idence , direct o r indir­
ect, by deed or word , of Communist \villingness to restore the 
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Governmen t of North Viet Nam were to show bad faith, I would 
reserve the right to resume the bombing. 
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Now , that is my position and I am going to let the theologians 
of pol~tics make their own interpretation . They enjoy it more 
that way . That is the way I think. That is my position. I am 
not sure who else agrees with it , but I think it is a sensible, 
responsible, thoughtful position in a very difficult , complex 
situation . 

MR . LEWIS : Four years ago , when you were campaigning with Presi­
dent Johnson for office , I saw you in a high schoo l gymnasium in 
Northern Virginia. It had quite an impact on me , b~cause here was 
a man who had obviously been through a day of campaigning , you had 
made a number of speeches , you were c ompletely hoarse , there was 
no voice left • . 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : I knmv . 

MR. LEWIS: There was a high school gymnasium crmvded \•lith people 
who demanded that Hubert Eumphrey sock it to them . This is what 
you proceeded to do. I wonder what the sense is in taking a man, 
sending him o u t on the campaign trail , demanoing that he c ampaign 
seven days a week, 12 hours a day , and installing what ' s left in 
public office? · 

VICE PRESIDENT Hm~PHREY: You have to have great recuperative powers. 
I t is a physical ordea l , no doubt about that. You have to be ·physi­
cally strong and , hopefully, have good health such as I am blessed 
with and a good dea l of vitality , which has always been one of the 
sources of my strength. 

Besides that , I gain a qood deal of strength just beinq with the 
people . I like them. I feel close to the people . I don ' t know 
how to explain it other than you j ust sort ?f draw strength from 
the people . 

But it is very tiring at times and some times an exhausting experi­
ence , but a night's rest does great thinqs for me and a little 
c hange of pace -- like if you go to a ball game . I hope to do 
t hat . That helps. 

MR . LEWIS : But you haven't had a chance to do that lately? 

VICE PRESIDENT HU!·1PHREY : No, but we will find one. The Y.7orld 
Series is on. I hope I will be able to find a day to go . 

MR . LEWIS : Do you think there is a better way to get a man ' s 
message across thun what I just described? 

' 
VICE PRESIDENT HUHPHREY: Possibly there is. We c ould use this 
media a great deal nore. I woul~ like to use it on your expense 
account. It is very co s tly co!11merically but very effective . 
Therefore , I propose that ·we have a series of debates with Mr. 
Nixon, network debates . I ' d do it on educational TV as far as I 
am concerned. I believe that the media would like to do this as 

·a public service and this would cut down the cost of the campa ign, 
plus the fact tha t it would be , I believe, the honest way and the 
most forthri a ht ~ay f or the di ff ere t candi~a tes to present their 
positions at the same time , from the same platform, over the same 
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net\.,rork, to the same audience. I think that \vould make a great 
deal of s e nse. 
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Let me just say what Winston Churchill said about democracy and 
relate it to the campaign. He said it is the worst possible form 
of government except all others that have ever been tried. 'vhile 
I knmv American c ampa i gning is a very exhaustinc:r experience at 
times , it tests your temperament as well as your physical capaci­
ties and your intellectual capacities. I don't know how -- I 
think the people want to see you. And I think they should. I 
think you must go to the people. 

I don't want to see this government become computerized. I want 
an open presidency. By that I mean I want to be closer to the 
people, and I want the people closer to me, to be able to contact 
me through the mechanisms that. we set up. I think that if you 
want an open p+esidency , you have to have an open campaign. I 
kno\v it is a lot easier for me to settle down in a television 
studio and make video tapes and if it doesn't work right, we 
scratch it out. We get that nice, professional perfection. But 
people aren't like that. People are people. They make little 
blurbs, little mistakes once in a~vhile. I think American politics 
ought to be humani zed, not mechanized, not computerized . I am per­
fectly willing to see us use the modern media. But somewhere along 
the line, you really ought to find out whether · this is a man or 
whether this is something that has been prefabricated. You ought 
to find out what the fellow is really like look at him, feel 
him, touch him, smell him, hear him. That is what a campaign is 
about . 

When you ge t into all these high-powered public . relations, Madison 
Avenue s ets where the questions are all screened and \vhere every­
body is all powdered up and fixed up, where everything is just 
S\'7eet and lovely, that is not America. ~.rnerica is a working man 
on the job, it is a farmer out on the farm on his plow or on his 
corn picker. That . isn't like Mr. Nixon said, trying to plow a 
straight furrow with a corn picker, either. It is a man that - - I 
have seen my neighbors in Minnesota , man and wife, out there stack­
ing up hay, bundles of hay. That is Amer ica. It is kids corning 
out of school and it is jumping and yelling. It is football games 
and baseball games and it is the smoke of a factory and it is fish­
ing and it is S\vimrning and hunting. That is America and I think 
a man t hat is going to be President of the United States ought to 
kno\v it. He ought to feel it. It ought to be right in his very 
innards. And you can't have it in your innards looking at that 
tube all the time , I \vill tell you that. That is too fictitious. 

Don't misunderstand me, I like it. It is the way to get to masses 
of people, but it begins to make you feel a little phony. 

HR. LEtHS: Hr. VicE! President, thank you very much for being our 
guest. 
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CHARLOI'TE, NORTH CAROLINA 
Thursoay, October 3, 1968 

Vice President Humphrey. Well, my good friend Billy, ~t seems to 

me like I did almost too much s peaking last night. I really maybe 

ouqht not to start off so early in the day. 

First, I want to pay rey greetings and my thanks to Governor 

Hodges. I saw him on early morning television and I see him here 

again bright and sunshiny •. Well, thatPs good. That makes me feel 

better. 

I see my friend Jennings Randolph over there from West Virginia. 

We are about to take off for that wonderful mountain state. 

I see my friend, Morris Godfrey and I am looking around to see 

Terry Sanford. Let me see, where is Terry? Did he get up for break­

fast yet? That is better. 

We sent Everett Jordan up to Washington to kind of take oare of 

things while we are away 8 So to each and every one I want to eypress 

my thanks, particularly to Mr. Hope for the wonderful help 
he has given me here. He has been very, very helpful in this 

endeavor. 

We are indebted to you, sir. We are indebted to -- I am sorry, 

Billy, if I gave you a fast trotvthis morning. But actually, I was 

slowing down to shake hands, You ought to take a real morning 

walk with me. It will give you £ good workout. 

Harry, good to see you out there, too. one of my dearest friends. 

Wonderful to see you. 

I thought I would just visit with you this morning. 

I am a sort of night man. I am not much in the mornings. 
use mornings to get ready for the rest of the day. 

Really, 
I just 

There are one or two things I want to talk about over and beyond 

pleasantries, which are so important. I said last night that I felt 

like an adopted Tar Heel and I really do. Mrs. Humphrey and myself 

have grown to love this state. We have been here many times. Gov. 

Dan Moore and Mrs. Moore have received us with great hospitality 

and kindness. We have been their guests at the Governor's home, 

the Governor's mansion. We have been at your great colleges and 
universities. I have been here, I think, as much or more during my 
Vice Presidency as any state in the Union. Each time I come, I have 

fallen a little more deeply in love with North Carolina~ 

And I meant every word that I said last night. This state truly 

represents the great economic and socia 1 progress which is tak.ing 

place across the length and breadth of this land. And for that area 

of America that we ca 11 the South, North Carolina is a beacon of 

hope and progress and it has been for a long time. Part of that is 

due to its e:xtraordinar.ily great educationa 1 system and part~cular ly 

your great system of higher education, the number of colleges and 
universities, public and private, that you have in this state. The 

investments that you have made in education are the most valuable 
investments that the people of North Carolina have ever made. You 

have produced a great people, a great citizenry out of this invest­

ment and I do feel a sense of partnership with you in this way, that 
at last the federal government is beginning to undersaand that it can 

be of help and that we can, particularly in those fields of education, 

help you develop those institutions of technology and science, of 

the humanities and the arts, so that we give our young people the 

kind of training they are going to need for this rapidly changing 

world. 
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Dr. Frank Grahame former president of ycur great university, one of my 
dear beloved friends-- I think he is one of God's real g~ood people, 
and I always have thought so. He is a wonderful person~ 

Mr. Mayor, how good it i s to see you here and to be ~n your community 
again. Last night, Mayor Butcher '<las kind enough to mention that he 
serves with me on my Committee of Mayors to help promote my candidacy. 
We have worked together, particularly in these last four years, in 
trying to bring these federal program .. c; just a little closer to the local 
government and local government needs. If I have any field in which I 
feel a degree of competence and little better than average knowledge, 
it is ~n the f~eld of urban affairs. I work very closely with the 
Mayors of the big cities and the smaller communities to try to under­
stand what is happening in these communities of great development, 
both in terms of industry and the population. This city of Char lotte 
is again a pioneer. It is just doing the wonderful things that ~t i s . 
The Mayor and the Counc~l 8 the governmental officials here have really 
put to work federal programs without sacrificing one bit your local 
autonomy. We have been able to utilize federa 1 resources to strengthen 
local government and that i s the way ~t can be. If I am permitted to 
be your President, I can tell you that that is the way we are going 
to make it. We have to have these programs sufficiently fle,.-~ble 
so that we can adapt them to each of the set of circumstances that may 
exist in the local community. There isn't any pattern that you 
could design in Washington that you can cut so that it will fit every 
situation in every state in every urea. \'le simply mus t grow up in th~s 
country to have some faith in each other to be able to use thes e 
resources that are made available as we would lil(e to have them be 
used. 

In other words, John Kennedy once said let's make the world safe for 
diversity. I think it is good if we ~n America would under s tand that 
in some of our differences is our beauty and ~s the quality of charac­
ter of our country. We don •t want a soc~ety in which \oJe just impo:;;e 
sort of a pattern upon everybody. We prefer each per s on to march 'bo 
his own music and to his own beat, but to march to a common cause 
for a common purpose. I think that is the kind of an America that you 
want. 

So I want to emphasize this morning to you once again thi s role of 
partnership that we can have -- federa 1, state, and loca 1 and private, 
in the field of education first. Thomas Jefferson said you cannot 
be both free and ignorant and never were truer words ever spoken. 
And the state that puts its resources to work, makes its investments 
in the field of elementary and secondary education, is the state of 
tomorrow. That i s why this State of North Carolina got an early 
start on many of its neighbors. It really took the quantum jump, 
so to s peak, because it puts its emphasis upon education. In the 
next 25 years, we are going to have to double our educational estab­
lishment ~n this country and that frightens somepeople. It does not 
frighten me a b~t, because in the next four year s , we are going to 
reach the trillion, dollar, trill~on dollar gross nationa 1 product. 
It ~s very hard for some of the older folks to understand that this can 
happen, but we are just moving along like compound interest, if we can 
l(eep this economy growing -- and that get s me down to the ne,rt thing. 

Everything that we want to do -- in education, in the betterment of 
our people, in the redevelopment of our c~ties, ~n the modernization 
of our countryside -- everything we want to do, everything --
depends on being able to ]ceep this economy of ours s trong. And I 
believe the greatest single contribut~on that the Democratic Admini­
stration is since 1961 to date, from Kennedy through Johnson, I think 
the greatest single contribution is the fact that these administra­
tions have been able to work with the great dynamic force of free 
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enterprise in this country to keep this economy of ours moving forward, 
moving forward not in sporadic spurts but in a steady flow. There 
is no country on the face of the earth that has done so well. 

Now, I know we enjoy griping a little bit. That is part of the 
American character and particularly early in the morning if you fAQ1 

like I do. I am very good at it until about noon. Then I sort of 
smooth off. But the fact is that no industrialized country has had as 
good a record ofprice and wage stability as the United States -- none; 
not even close. No country has had as little inflation as the United 
States. No country has had as rapid an economic growth, steady growth, 
as the United states. Jma yet no country in the world has ever had 
to take on as many responsibilitie8 as the United States. 

now, you just add it up. I know that when I talk like this, I dis­
appoint some of my friends because they feel that it has not really 
emphasized a 11 of our problems. 

Listen, I know the problems. I donat need to come in here and tell 
you that I have got a headache, because you most likely have got 
one, too. I frankly do not have one. But I know, some people feel 
that in order to prove that you have health, you have to tell about 
all your illness. I don't think that is necessary. I think what is 
important to know is what does it take to have good health -- like a 
good fast walk, Billy. 

What's important to know is what does it take to overcome the problems 
we have. ~ fellow Americans, we have simply got to s tart telling 
each other that we have the resources in this country to do what 
needs to be done and all we have to figure out is what needs to be 
done and then put our resources to work. 

Now, there aren't any instant cures. The only time you get any 
instant cures is in some of these patent medicines that do not wor k . 
And I say that as an old pharmacist. 

There are no instant cures for ancient problems and old lingering 
difficulties. Democracy is primarily important for the beggings that 
it makes. The endings -- you never live long enough for those, be­
cause there is another generation that comes along. It i s the brea k­
through. It is the breakthrough of socia 1 security. It is the break­
through that we make, for eyample, in a disease, in conquering a 
disease, the little breakthroughs we make on cancer, the little 
breakthroughs that we have made on heart disease, the little break­
throughs that we have made on trans plants. 

Which we reminds me, if the American public would be as charitable 
with thos e of us in the political and economic field on our efforts 
to make some changes and to do s ome things that have never been done 
before as we are with the medical profession, we would be all r~ght. 
we do not complainat all if they make kidney transplants, heart 
transplants, liver trannplants and the person dies. They say, well 
this is experimentation. But as s oon as they get one that lives, 
they f.:ay hooray. You can •t remember the name of the doctors that 
failed. But in American politics, the ones that you generally remem­
ber are the ones that failed. 

Now, we are experimenting today. we are eyperimenting with many 
things. we are trying to experiment this is not the first time 
that I have been in the dark, I want to say. (applause) 

we are experimenting today with how we can design fi s cal policy, 
fiscal and monetary policy to sustain, to have a sustained economic 
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growth and sustained prosperity. 

I wonder howmany of you realize that this is the first country in 

the history of recorded citilization that has had over 90 consecutive 

months or 90 months of continuing, consecutive prosperity. Now, that 

is not an accident. MW economic adviser, one of them, at least, i s 

Dr. Walter Heller. Of course, I might tell you, he is from the Uni­

versity of Minnesota. I brought in in contact with the late John 

Kennedy. I introduced him. I can tell you a human interest story that 

is really on me. I remember when President Kennedy first became our 

President, President-elect, he set up show down there in Washington, 

and he came to me one day and s aid, say, Hubert, who is that fellow 

out in Minnesota that you ]{ept bringing me papers from. You know 

that man you introduced me to out there, and you ]<:ept bringing me 

all his documents? What is his name? I said, well, that is Dr. Walter 

Heller. He said, that is the fellow. Why don't you test him out 

and se~ whether he would like to be the Chairman of the Council -- I 

mean whether he'd like to be on the Council of Economic Adv~sers? 

I said, I don't think so because he is going to be Dean of the School 

of Business Administration and Economics. And he said, well, you 

try him out. So I called him up. He had already told me he did not 

want to come to Washington. That is what everybody generally says. 

Except me, I like to be there. (applause) 

So, I called him, but I had been told before I called him that if he 

sort of balked a bit just being a member, that he might be chairman. 

I indicated that and I got a sort of fr~endly response and ne~t day, 

the President-elect took up the phone and sugges ted that he come 

on down. 

He i s one of the best men that I know. What I am trying to say i s 

that we have been experimenting with our economy and it has worked 

very well, my having a flexible fiscal policy, a monetary policy 

that is able to put on the brakes sometime, open up the gages another 

time, encourage private investment. Let me say to the editors that are 

here and the people of business, no administration in the history 

of thi s country has ever put a s much faith in the private enterprise 

and the business community than this Democratic Administration. Not 

one. 

What is the evidence? We reduced tayes -- by the way, 1 was for the 

tax reduction a year before it went into effect, and fought forit. 

We said let the private enterprise sector :do most of the investing, 

encourage investment -- that is the way you get jobs. And there has 

been more investment in the last eight years of the Democratic 

Administration than in all of the Republican adminis trations since 

192 0 -- a 11 of them put together. 

When I go· out and talk to businessmen, I almost want to scold 

for a little bit and if I did not like them so well, I would. lrJhy 

in the name of common sense a bus inessman is a Republican is beyond 

me. Unless he just hates his stockholders. That is a fact. As a 

matter of fact, I told a business friend of mine the other day that if 

he didn't shape up, I was going to tell on him. I said how in the 

name of common sense can you vote for a Republican when your 

caompany made more money last year than ~n a 11 the eight preced~ng 

Republican years? How do you dare, as chairman of that board, vote 

Republican when you know that the odds are from the record that 

you are going to have some recessions and you are going to have some 

s lumps and you are going to lo3e some money and your profits are going 

to drop and your dividends are going to drop. Now, do you want me to 
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tell on you to your stockholders or are you going to shape up and 
make a contribution and vote? 

Now, Luther Hodges can put this down to you and it works much better 
than I can, because I am telling you the truth. 

And what about a \'lorking man? Well, I will tell you, he knows better. 
But there is a problem of pros perity. When you get a little prosperous 
or when you do a little better, darned if you don•t just want to run 
around and tell folks occassionally you are a Republican. I dongt 
know what it is. I don't mind it. I am going to level with you. I f 
you want to say you are a Republican, a 11 right, as long as you vote 
Democratic. 

I have to get a few of those little partisan things -- it•s a non­
partis an gathering, I was thold this morning, s o, i thought I 1 d 
mention them to you. 

we have done a good job on our economy. I have issued a little 
statement here this morning on the economy in this state, e.g., in 
this state of North Carolina during those Republican years, the 
economy did slow down. There isn't any doubt about it. Just to give 
you a few of the facts, at the end of the Republican period, the un­
employment rate for the State of North Carolina was 5.5. By 1967, 
it had fallen to 3.4. This reflected a 2 9 percent reduction in the 
number of people unemployed in this state. During the Republican 
era, non-agricultural jobs in North Carolina increased 17 percent --
172,000. From 1960 to 196 7, they leaped 3 77,000, more than double 
the earlier rise. 

Textile worlters in particular took the brunt of the Republican poli­
cies. In s even years, from 1S53 to 1960, there were only two years 
in which the textile employment in the State of North Carol~na rose 
at all. In the entire seven year period, there was a net reduction 
of 13,700 textile jobs. In every year since 1961, employment in 
textiles has increased from 1960 to 1967. Textile employment has 
risen by 42,000 jobs in this state. 

Now, I s ay that that is something -- that is a record. And we Demo­
crats have been derelict and I want to speak now to the few that may 
be in this room or the many, for we have refused ti tekk tge stirt. 
of our economy. 

The one-price cotton that we have put in here has done more for the 
cotton industry than all the Republican oratory of the last one hundred 
years. I had a hand in that. And John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson 
have done some things for the textile industry that long needed being 
done. I helped in that, too, and l want to ma ke it clear that if r 
am privileged to serve as President, and I want it right on this 
record, and I had it in my speech lastnight, I am going to s ee to it 
that this textile industry that we have built here with investment and 
work and planning and modern technology, that this teytile industry 
has a chance to grow, that the jobs that are in that industry grow. 
The textile industry is the greatest employer of semi-skilled and 
uns killed labor that we have and we desperately need it and we are 
not going to let it go out the window on the basis of academic 
theory. I want you to know that. I am going to ta ke the measures 
that are necessary to see to it that this gives us -- the word "pro­
tection, 11 they say i s wrong, so I 1 11 say that this industry has a fair 
brea]c in the market place and isn •t pushed out by foreign eyports 
or foreign import s . 
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NbW, I have issued a little statement her e this morning on the tobacco 
industry. By the way, i have bee n chairman of the Teytile Committee, 
the congressiona 1 committee -- I mean the Cabinet committee. I have 
worked ,.,ith Governor Dan Moore. I have been working with the Senators. 
I have been working with Governor 3ob I>icNail, .IYlills Godwin. I have 
been working with a 11 the people in these areas that are affected by 
te:xtiles. And \'le have a conflict in the government, to be frank 
about it. But I think I have been sort of like Hor atio at the bridge. 
Naybe that is why my middle name is Horatio. ~~e have not let things 
go to pieces. And I am going to try to seek an international agree­
ment on man made fiber s just as we did on cotton and I am going to 
police it. It does not d o any good to have an agreement if you 
don 1 t rna ke it \'lOr J~. 

Secondly, if ·that i s not enough, I "'ill go to the Congress to seek 
the additiona 1 authority 'VIe need. I am not going to let wor kers 
in the United States of America lose their jobs in the name of theory. 
I want that quite clear. I believe in liberalized ~rade policies. 
I always have. But I also believe that we have a respons ibility 
to our own people. 

Now, the same thing is true of this tobacco indus try. I am not going 
to go into the details of it. I am going to read you the last 
statement, let me maJ~e it abundantly clear that as President, I shall 
see to it that the e:xport business of tobacco gr ow ers in North 
Carolina and in other producing otates i s maintained without impair­
ment. Tr ade is a two-way s t r eet. trle import hundreds of millions of 
dollar s worth of automobiles , metal product s and countles s other 
commodities that are as vital to the European community economy as to­
bacco and other agricultural commodities such as poultry -are to us. 
As President, I shall ma ke it clear to the European community --
that is the Common Market -- "that it cannot adopt policies that impair 
tarif f conces sion and dama ge s uch an important s egment of our e ~ ·port 
trade a s tobacco without the los t of some of its va luab le mar }: et s 
h ere... In other words , a q uid pro quo. You may have and we may have 
and you get tough and we get tough. That is jus t the way it has got 
to be. (applaus e) 

Now, that •s .what a Pres ident i s for. He i s not there to stand around 
and jus t let things happen. We need jobs. I want to end up on that. 
The greatest -- one of the greatest things that we have done in this 
country is to reach down into this untapped resource of human beings 
that we call the poor and the illiterate and the ignorant and the un­
trained, b lack and white -- and by the way, ther e a re more poor 
whites than there are poor blacks;. there are more poor people in rura 1 
America than there are in urban America. I wish s ome of thes e people 
would get that straight. Ju 8t becaus e the largest newspapers are 
in the larges t cities does not mean that a 11 of the problems of America 
are in the cities. They are going to find out when they go with me to 
Wes t virginia. The Repub lican Administration d id not do one living 
thing for Z:\ ppa lach~a, not one thing except to let it starve and d ie. 
It tool-;: a Democratic Adminis tration to do s omething for Appalachia. 

And I repeat to you that poverty lmows no race and it l: nows no 
region. So when we wage war on poverty, it i s not just to help the 
blacl: man, even though that i s important. It is to help any man, any 

W)man, any child, when we ha ve f e d eral aid to education, it i s not just 
to help a child that i s a Mexican-American or a Puerto Rican or a 
black man. It is to help an 1\ ng lo, it is to help a poor child. And 
if we will quit talking about race and talk a b out people, we will 
get a lot more done in thi s country. (applaus e) 

Hell, we have been training pe op le. Une mployment was 7. 7 in 1960, of 
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the work force. Richard J.VIilhouc; Niyon said tha·t until unemployment 
got to be 4,500,000 or more, it could not be considered dangerous. 
I wonder how many times he •s suffered t.-.rithout a job. It might not 
be dangerous to the man that computes the statistics, because he's 
got the job. But if you are t·1ithout a job, believe me, you are not 
a static;tic, you are a hungry, homeless human being. What kind of 
crazy economics is it that says you need a cushion of unemployment of 
about four and a half or five million in this country? That is the 
way some people like to keep the prices down at the price of human 
agony. 

We don't believe that way. I don't, and I want you to know what you 
are getting if you elect me. I have seen too much unemployment. 
I•ve seen too much of it. I saw it in my own state. I saw it in 
those Republican years when we had unemployment in Minnesota, in 
northeastern Minnesota, of 25 to 30 percent of the work force. I saw 
young people leaving my state by droves. And we did s omething about 
it with a Democratic Administration. lr.Je -- And, ""e have produced 
jobs. And more importantly, the jobs are here now, eycept the man­
power isn't trained. There was not one single manpower training pro­
gram in eight years of Republican .t\dministration -- not one. 

They li};:e to ta lJ~ to you about how they cut the budget. Well, they 
cut the heart out of thousands of people. They have not heard from 
me yet. I am just getting warmed up in this campaign. (applause) 

Let it be on this record, there were more poor people in New York 
in 1956, 58, 59 and 60 than there are now. There were more poor people 
in Char lotte five, ten year s ago than there are no~,.,. There were more 
i !literates in America ten years ago than there are now. And the 
war was over in Korea and there was peace and they did not do a thing 
with the peace dividend -- not one thing. Eycept to reduce ta~ es and 
in the process , get themselves three recessions . 

And t'lhen they talk about fi s ca 1 management, I would not trust them 
with a piggy ban!<. (applaus e) 

Ladies and gentlemen, you know that you remember waking up one morn­
ing to find out that in one year, $3,900,000 of gold had gone out of 
the Treasury. You did not Jmot.-.r about it. They kept it like a big 
secret. And then it was exposed -- the largest single balance of 
payments deficit this country has ever known wa s under that prudent, 
cool, confident, business-like management of the Republican Admini­
stration. I \'/ant to tell you, you had better take another look. 
We Democrats are supposed to be the liberals and full of compassion. 
There is nothing wrong with that. The question is what do you do and 
how do you stay compassionate? It does not do any good to be com­
passionate with your tongue. You have got to have the resources. 

Now, we have trained in the Manpower Development and Training program 
alone over one and a half million unemployed, illiterate, unskilled 
hard core unemployed in the last four years. And they have been made 
productive taxpaying, self-respec·ting, .3elf-sustaining citizens . 
Ten million people have come out of poverty and today are paying 
taxes, standing tall and straight -- 10 million of them in the la~t 
four years. 

I submit this is quite a record. It isn •t nearly as se-;;-y as Viet 
Nam. Everybody likes to be a general there and most of them could 
not lead a boyscout troop, but they like to be a genera 1. I tell 
you what we need to be concentrating our attention on right around 
here is what we are going to do after Viet Nam. We are going to ge·t pe~. 
in Viet Nam. The next President of the United States if this one does 
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not get it has to get it. I said I would get it and I know a little 
bit about the processes of negotiation. I have been close to the 
center of power in this government. 

But what about the peace dividend? Are you going to put in a Republi­
can Administration to do like they did after l'orea -- bankrupt you? 
In many areas of this country, raise your unemployment? The whole 
sale price index went up more under the Republican Administrations 
with three recessions than it has done under Democratic Administra­
tions. 

They talk about inflation and the cost of living. That is why I want 
to get Mr. Nixon out on the platform. He has been reading his own 
stuff. He has been reading his own propaganda. He ought not to do 
that. A man of his age ought to come around to the point where he 
starts facing up to the facts of life. He is old enough to read about 
the rea 1 facts. And I intend to tell him about it. 

'He have got a country to save. More than that, we have got a country 
to build. This country is young. Really, we are just getting going. 
And we have got Go much to do and so many people depend on us and 
so many people are looking forward to what we can do and how we can 
make this aemocracy worlc. Do you realize the wonderful thing we are 
doing? You know there i s not a s ingle society in the world that 
has the pluralistic population that this one does, this wide variety 
of peoples. 

Every race, creed, color, religion, every known kind of person lives 
in the United States. we have them here. Can we make these people 
work together as neighbors, as fellow citizens? Can we really 
develop the society of equality of opportunity, of respect and 
dignity? If "'"'e can, it i s greaterthan a 11 the s~ience put together. 
Because remember, the worse dictators in the world can develop a 
machine that will get to the moon. The worse fiend s in the world, 
tyrrants, can develop a technology and a scientific base that will 
frighten you. What \'le need to become are human engineers and if 
we can design a society in which every person, as one of your own 
North Carolinians, Thomas t<lolff, said, 11 .E.'very man his chance," -­
every man his right to live, to work, to be himself. Every man the 
right to make of his manhood whatever his vision can make of him. 
This is the promise of America. 

That is what it is all about. That is what I was trying to say last 
night. Every man his chance. Boy, that is going to be a great day. 
And you know what, I think we can make it. lind I would kind of 
like to put a date line on it. Not one date later than our 200th 
birthday. I would lilce to have it said in 1976 that our forefathers 
were right, ·that the God given rights of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness, that those God given right s have been realized. 
And don't be afraid to s ay it. Don't think that you are an 
intellectual because you are a s our puss, because you are not. I have 
carried a Phi Beta Kappa Key for a long time with a smile on my face. 
(applause) And I have a Vice Presidential candidate that carries 
one, too. And you might think about him. It i s kind of important 
to think about who is a heartbeat away from the Presidency. I think 
we have presentled at least one ~mber of the Democratic ticket in 
the vice President, one of the finest men that ever came into public 
life. If you want to compare tic]cets and if you think it is a stand­
off between Nixon and Humphrey, you just take a look at the second 
man. (applause) 

Well, that i s enough for the morn~ng. You can just imagine how I 
will feel at noon. Thank you. 
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STATE REPRESENTATIVE GOROON BLALOCK: Ladies 

6 and gentlemen, may I have your attention? 

7 Already on the platform we have introduced to you 

8 ~ertain distinguished guests and I would like to introduce 

9 others to you. 

10 Democratic Nominee for the House of Representatives, 

11 the Honorable Edward McDowell and when I introduced Clyde 

12 Simpson a moment ago I introduced him as a former City 

13 Commissioner of Jacksonville about two days ago but also he 

14 is here representing the Jacksonville Port Authority and of 

15 that I think we can be very proud. 

16 We also have a number of former Governors in 

2 

17 Jacksonville these days of the Bold New City and the Consolidation 

18 Celebrations and we have two on the stand today that I know 

19 are familiar to you all, our own Governor Haydon Burns. 

20 Governor Burns? 

21 (Applause.) 

22 And our Governor Farris Bryant also of Jacksonville. 

23 (Applause.) 

24 Way down on the end on my left is a distinguished 
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1 citizen of Alachua County with whom I had the honor to serve 

2 in the Legislature, as we call him, as my Leader, I would 

3 like to introduce him, the Honorable Ralph Turlington, 

4 Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

5 (Applause . ) 

6 I am sure there are many officials and distinguished 

7 guests out in the audience who have not been able to make 

8 their way to the platform and our Committee apologizes for 

9 the inability to get them up here and introduce you. I am 

10 sure you will understand. 

11 At this time to introduce our guest for the day, 

12 our principal speaker, I am going to --- I have been told 

13 that I have got to introduce to you a man that needs no 

14 introduction and I am sure that you can forgive me and 

15 understand that in the press of this schedule your notes 

16 don't always come out the way you write them. You do the 

17 best you can but certainly we all know and love our own 

18 Mayor of the Bold New City, Mayor Hans Tanzler. 

19 (Applause.) 

20 I had better not ask for anything at City Hall 

21 for awhile . 

22 Now, to introduce our principal speaker, a man 

23 that is known to all of you from way back in the days when 

24 he was a United States Senator, a man who has done a great 

3 
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1 deal for the State of Florida and for Duval County and the 

2 City of Jacksonville, our own Congressman Claude Pepper. 

3 Congressman? 

4 (Applause.) 

5 CONGRESSMAN CLAUDE PEPPER: Mr. Vi~e President, 

6 distinguished guests and my fellow Americans. I have been 

7 here with Franklin D. Roosevelt, with Harry s. Truman, with 

8 John F. Kennedy and w1 th Lyndon B. Johnson and I am sure we 

. 9 are all proud that we can be here today with a man who will 

10 be another great President of the United States. 

11 (Applause.) 

12 You and I know that in these critical times we 

13 need leadership of experience, of character, of courage and 

14 vision. Those are qualities our Speaker has to the high st 

15 degree who honors us with his presence here today. 

16 I speak to you senior citizens. He has been a 

17 warrior in your cause. 

18 I speak to all working men and women, organized 

19 and nonorganized. He has carried the banner of your service 

20 for two decades in American National Life. 

21 I speak to the people who are concerned about 

22 the education of their children. He has been a champion of 

23 the cause of education for decades in the Congress and in 

24 the Vice Presidency of the United States. 
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I speak to the businessman whose corporate profits 

2 today after taxes are higher than they have ever been. He 

3 has been your champion, too, in maintaining a strong economy 

4 for America, prosperity, providing the lowest level of un-

5 employment that we have had in America; but, above all I 

6 speak to you my fellow Americans who want peace in the World. 

7 Who want to stop the drain of our Treasury and the devastation 

8 of War, who want to preserve for construction in America the 

9 precious blood of the flower of our youth. Today you have 

10 here, we have here, the Champion, a courageous Champion, a 

11 compassionate man who loves his fellowman, who is dedicating 

12 his life and all that he holds dear to the cause of peace. 

13 My fellow Americans, with great pride I have the 

14 honor to present to you the Vice President and the next 

15 President of the United States, Honorable Hubert Humphrey. 

16 

17 (Applause.) 

18 

19 HUBERT H. HUMPHREY: Thank you very much. 

20 Thank you very much, Congressman Pepper , and Mr. Mayor, 

21 our good friend, Mayor Tanzler, Governor Bryant and Governor 

22 Burns, distinguished fellow citizens. You know, I have 

23 never had so many people behind me as I have had here today. 

24 I want to thank you very, very much. 
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Look at this wonderful, wonderful audience on all 

sides with the most beautiful array of signs that I have 

ever seen. I want to thank you. 

(Applause.) 

Even some of them reminds me of what I want to 

talk about today. 

My dear friends of Jacksonville, Florida, how proud 

I am to be here and be in this great City. I noticed your 

Florida Times Union of Jacksonville for Wednesday, October 2nd: 

"Great New City is Born Here" and it is perfectly obvious today 

that it has many wonderful children and many wonderful people 

that I see here today. 

( Appa.ause.) 

So, Mr. Mayor, I am proud to be the first Candidate 

for the Presidency of the United States in the history of this 

Country to visit the largest City in the Free World and to 

stand here on the platform ---

(Applause.) 

and to stand here on the platform with Hans Tanzler and 

the largest Mayor of the Largest City in the Free World. 

Stand up, Mr. Mayor. 

(Applause.) 

The man that looks that good and that big and strong 

just has to be a Democrat. No doubt about it! 

6 
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1 (Applause.) 

2 Now, this, this is my kind of a meeting. I like 

3 to came to these good street meetings where we can talk to 

4 each other and I like to come to the Bold, and it is, the 

5 Bold and the great new City of the South and that is what 

6 this America of ours is all about. A bold, new, great 

7 America that we see right here in Jacksonville, Florida. 

8 (Applause.) 

9 Now, you are going to have a visit very shortly 

10 from a little group of men that come around and they have 

11 got an airplane and they call themselves the GOP Truth Squads. 

12 Now, everybody has a right to play on words these 

13 days. For awhile when I saw that they had a special plane 

14 and it said GOP I said to myself you know that fellow, that 

15 Republican Nominee at long last he is going to accept my 

16 invitation to debate. They are bringing him in here 

17 special cargo on a special plane. And then I saw it said 

18 Truth Squad and I knew that Nixon wasn't aboard. 

19 (Applause.) 

20 By golly that Nixon sign went up and down four times 

21 back there. 

22 Well, friends, I want you to know that their plane 

23 broke down this morning up in Knoxville. First of all they 

24 had engine trouble, that is normal for a Republican Administration. 
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They run for awhile and then conk out. You know1 

(Applause. ) 

Then, the next thing that happened they got the 

thing airborne and they couldn't get the landing gear up. 

Just the way it is, folks, t minute you trust them with 

something either one of the engines goes out and you get 

a recession or when they get going they can't get down. 

They just don't know how to do it. 

(Applause.) 

So, here is what I am doing. I am offering the 

Republican Truth Squad to join our happy family aboard our 

airplane where all three engines work all of the time. 

(Applause.) 

Besides that they will get a little truth. That 

won't hurt either. Now, --- or I have found that truth is 

too good for them. 

Now, friends, at a time when complainers and doubters 

dominate the headlines right here in Jacksonville a group of 

citizens sat down and did some hard thinking about tomorrow 

and very quietly you put into effect what this newspaper said, 

a bold and progressive plan to make a better Community and a 

better City for the hundreds of thousands of people that are 

here and hardly a ripple in the sea of public clamor and yet 

with one stroke you have put Rend to a whole era of old 
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1 fashioned local government and you have replaced it with 

2 modern local government such as you have here which is the 

3 way that America must go ahead. 

4 (Applause.) 

5 I knew it would happen. I knew that it would happen 

6 because it had the guidance of a fine Democratic Administration 

7 here in Jacksonville. Things happen that way and I am proud, 

8 I am proud that the Democratic Party with men in Congress 

9 like Claude Pepper, Charles Bennett, Senator Smathers, Senator 

10 Holland and others have been in the thick of the action 

11 planning for the tomorrows of our States and our Country 

12 as a whole and your Congressman tells me that the first fellow 

13 to propose a canal across Florida was a Spanish Conquistador 

14 back in 1564. I haven't his name but I have it on good 

15 authority that a man with that kind of vision had to be a 

16 Democrat. There is no doubt about that. 

17 Even if we can't take credit for the idea you know 

18 who got the cross Florida barge canal started. You know who 

19 got it started and you know who is going to finish it. John 

20 Kennedy, John Kennedy 

21 (Applause . ) 

22 --- John Kennedy came to Florida in 1960 and he promised to 

23 get this vital program under way. Vital to the defense of our 

24 Country, vital to the northern, to the economy of northern 

9 
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1 Florida and he said he would get it to the Congress. 

2 Now, he delivered on that promise and I am proud 

3 to say that I had a little hand myself in passing that Bill 

4 through the United States Senate. 

5 Then, Lyndon Johnson came to Jacksonville in 1964 

6 and he promised to get construction of that canal under way 

7 and he delivered on that promise . 

8 Well, here I am, another Democrat, in Jacksonville 

9 in 1968 and we are going to get the wheels unstuck in Congress 

10 and we are going to finish that canal. 

11 (Applause.) 

12 Now, the Army Engineers say it can be done, they 

13 say it can be done by 1974. They say it can be done. Well, 

14 let me tell you something. I think it can be done before 

15 then and I say that it will be done, not can be done, it will 

16 be done and it will be done, it will be done not one day later 

17 than 1974 and if you put me in the White House we will get 

18 a little action and get it done sooner. 

19 (Applause.) 

20 Now, let me say something else. I see my friends 

21 from the National Maritime Union around here and I want you 

22 to know that I am going to have a special speech for you 

23 one of these days on American Merchant Marines; but, I want 

24 my friends to know when I am your President the United States 

10 
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1 of America will have a Merchant Marines that we can be proud 

2 of. 

3 American ships, American flags, ships built in 

4 American Shipyards by American workers. That is what you 

5 are going to have. 

6 (Applause.) 

7 And, now, a word about Cape Kennedy. I have been 

8 telling the Space Council, my friend Governor Burns is here 

9 and we worked together and I worked with the Congressional 

10 Delegation. We built two new bridges, we have done a lot 

11 of things but I want this great Florida audience to know 

12 that when Hubert Humphrey is President of the United States 

13 Cape Kennedy is going to be a flourishing inspiration for 

14 our space program. We are going to keep it operating. 

15 Let me take off this coat. It is a little hot 

16 up here; not only that, I intend to level on these Republicans 

17 and a few others. 

18 Here is the question. Here is the question my 

19 friends. Which Party, which Candidate for Presidency can 

20 most surely guide this nation on the pathway to peace? 

21 Which Candidate? The Democratic Candidate. 

22 (Applause.) 

23 I happen to believe, I happen to believe, I happen 

24 to believe that we can achieve as Claude Pepper said from 

11 
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1 this podium an honorable peace in Vietnam and this will be 

2 the first priority of the Humphrey-Muskie Administration. 

3 Now, I have spoken out on this issue and I believe that 

4 this peace can be achieved and I think it is now time for 

5 Mr. Nixon to tell the American people what he has in mind. 

6 I think he owes it to us. 

7 (Applause.) 

8 Now, the second great decision of this election 

9 relates to everyone of us in this audience. It relates to 

10 the kind of America, the kind of society that we are going 

11 to have here for ourselves, for our children, for our children 

12 yet unborn. I come to a great part of America to talk to 

13 you about your Country. This is my Country says that beautiful 

14 song. This is our America. I am quite frankly --- I get a 

15 little weary of some of the people that complain about it. 

16 This is without a doubt as Lincoln put it the last best hope 

17 of earth and I intend to help keep it that way with your help. 

18 (Applause.) 

19 And I come here to the South and I come here to the 

20 South to talk about this issue and I know that I am talking 

21 about an issue that many people tell me that this is the 

22 wrong place. I was told by all of my advisers don't come 

23 down here and talk about equal opportunity. Don't come down 

12 

24 here they say. They say this is Nixon Country or Wallace Country. 
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1 I say it is American Country . American Country. 

2 (Applause.) 

3 And as I say it is American Country and I intend to 

4 talk to you as a fellow American. I intend to talk to you 

5 about the kind of America that we need. 

6 Now, there are forces abroad in this land, dangerous 

7 forces that are striving to divide us and starting to embitter 

8 our people. There are radicals, extremist of the right, 

9 of the left, of the white, of the black, demigods who preach 

10 fear, violence, hate and division and I call upon the American 

11 people no matter who they are or where they live to reject 

12 these extremist. To let them know you want no part of them. 

13 Turn them away my friends. 

14 (Applause.) 

15 I see, I have seen and I have heard some of these 

16 extremist chant and I have seen them noisily disrupt meetings 

17 and seek to deny freedom of speech to persons with whom they 

18 disagree. Now, let me make it clear from this platform that 

19 I think every Candidate for every office, and particularly 

20 for the highest office of this land, whether it is George 

21 Wallace or Richard Nixon or Hubert Humphrey is entitled to 

22 be heard and free speech for every man. 

23 (Applause.) 

24 In fact, my friends, not only do I think they are 

13 
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1 entitled to be heard, I have been trying to get them to stand 

2 on the same platform with me day after day. I think you ought 

3 to have these three candidates at every meeting. I think we 

4 ought to go across these lands telling our stories to the 

5 American people side by side. I don't want the Presidency 

6 to go to the man with the biggest advertising budget. I 

7 think it ought to go to the American people on the basis 

8 of fact. 

9 (Applause.) 

10 I can't get Mr. Nixon, can't get Mr. Nixon to come 

11 out from the shadows. He is in so many parades he has got 

12 so much confetti coming down that he hasn't apparently come 

13 out yet from under that avalanche of ticker tape and confetti. 

14 Well, I want to let you know something, friends. I used to 

15 do a lot of pheasant hunting up in South Dakota and Minnesota. 

16 Do a little quail and partridge hunting and I have flushed 

17 many a bird out from under a bush and let me tell you I can 

18 hit a moving target if I can get them out. 

19 (Applause.) 

20 I tell you we have got some birds and I am going 

21 to get them. 

22 Now, my friend I said every man the right to be 

23 heard, every group the right to assemble, every man and 

24 woman in this Cowttry a voting age, the right to vote without 

14 
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1 disturbance yet we have people who say that they are not 

2 going to let us vote. We have people who say they are not 

3 going to let us meet. We have people who try to break up 

4 meetings, not only mine but others. Ladies and Gentlemen 

5 disorder is not dissent. Dissent in a democracy is legitimate. 

6 Disorder in democracy is intolerable. Dissent, yes; disorder, 

7 no and we are not going to have any of it in this Country. 

8 (Applause.) 

9 Destruction, destruction is not to be. Indeed 

10 the violence that destruction can only silence the vitality 

11 of debate. So, I stand before you to reject this form of 

12 extremism. Now, there is another kind and there is another 

13 form of radical extremism every bit as dangerous as those 

14 of the left. Every bit as dangerous as those who seek to 

15 break up a meeting, holler you down. Just as corrosive 

16 to our liberty that is the extremism of those who breed 

17 disrespect for our Courts, disrespect for our Laws and who 

18 play to the nation's fears and the deepest suspicions of 

19 our people. Mark my words, my fellow Americans, this strategy 

20 of organized hate and fear, if left unanswered and unchecked, 

21 can lead America to disaster just as surely as the radical 

22 tactics of the shouters and disrupters can destroy our 

23 democracy. So let me caution you then about the Candidates 

24 in this election and their programs. Let me first mention 

15 
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1 the Candidate of the Third Party, the former Governor of 

2 Alabama who says 

3 (Audience reaction.) 

4 Wait a minute. He says, he says that he is right. 

5 He says that he 1 right. He says that he is running on 

6 the platform of law and order. Well, my friends, let's 

7 take a look. 

8 When he was Gover.nor of Alabama, he gave the American 

9 people quite a demonstration of law and order. He decided, 

10 he decided for example which Courts suited him and he disobeyed 

11 the rest. He decided which Judges he liked and he insulted 

12 the others. He decided which laws he preferred and he tried 

13 to violate the others. 

14 Now he proposes teaching the Wallace method to 

15 the whole Country. Well, let me say to you my dear friends 

16 it is a strange thing that a man who stands for States rights 

17 and whose ads say send me your money for local government 

18 is the very man who today says that if he is President that 

19 he will see that there is law and order out of Washington 

20 which means what? A National Police Force? We don't need 

21 that in this Country. Law and order belongs here. Law and 

22 order, let me say to my dear friends law and order rests with 

23 the Governor and it rests with the Mayor and it rests with 

24 the local level. 
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Now, Mr. Wallace was Governor of the State with 

2 the highest murder rate in the nation. Do you call that law 

3 and order? He could not, he could not maintain order, he 

4 could not maintain order in his own State where he had the 

5 power. Now, he promises to maintain order in every City, 

6 in every State where he will have no power to do it. 

7 My friends, it is counterfeit currency. Law and 

8 order belongs to this Mayor. Law and order belongs to 

9 this Governor in this State. The President of the United 

10 States is not your Sheriff and he is not a Super Chief of 

11 Police. The President of the United States however can 

12 help and how can he help? By what he says and how he conducts 

13 himself. By encouraging respect for the law and by going 

14 before the Congress to ask that Congress to help every Mayor 

15 and every Govemor and every County Sheriff in the United 

16 States that have the tools to do the job for law and order. 

17 (Applause.) 

18 Now, my friends, I was Mayor of a great City. 

19 That is why I love to come to these modern Cities of today. 

20 I served as Mayor of the City of Minneapolis, a City of the 

21 size in population of Jacksonville and this new government 

22 of yours. I had problems of law and order and the record 

23 is there and let me tell you if the record wasn't there 

24 they would be tearing me to bits but I fought organized crime 
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1 and licked it and I kept business in my City. 

2 (Applause.) 

3 I brought law and order to Minneapolis and as 

4 Mayor I compiled a reco~d for law and order which received 

5 the National Commendation from the FBI. Mr. Wallace can't 

6 claim that, I assure you. I am re dy, I am ready to do 

7 something about law and order. We are not going to condone 

8 riots. Make no mistake about it. Let me tell you what to 

9 do about law and order. 

10 (Disturbance in crowd.) 

11 Whoa. That is no way to act. 

12 All right. Cut it out over there. 

13 All right. My friends, the way to do something 

14 about it, the way to do something about it is to back your 

15 Police with money, with training and with support and not 

16 just the bumper stickers and that is what we are going to 

17 do in this Country. 

18 (Applause.) 

19 So, I say to you, I say to you the job can be done 

20 and I intend to do it. Now, let me say something else about 

21 this Candidate. For someone who calls himself a friend of 

22 the little man, by the way, the actions up here, don't pay 

23 any attention to that. That happens in every town around 

24 the Country. That is not new. Pay no attention. There is 
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1 always a few, always a few but thank God for the overwhelming 

2 majority of Americans today . 

3 (Applause.) 

4 Let's talk about, let's talk about our families 

5 for awhile. Let's talk about where we stand in this Campaign. 

6 Let's talk about this man who says he is a friend of the 

7 little man, a friend of the working man. Let's see what 

8 he did as Governor . Alabama housewives paid the highest 

9 sales taxes in the Country --~ six cents on the dollar. 

10 Wages for the working men, Mr. Worker, and I ~nt to talk 

11 directly to you, you have an obligation to your wives and 

12 your children and to yourselves. Wages for the working men 

13 in Alabama were the third lowest in the nation. In education, 

14 there are only two States that spend less per pupil. You 

15 have an obligation, Mr. Voter, to think about that child 

16 and that family and in that State of the Governor it had 

17 the lowest Workmen's Compensation system of any State in the 

18 Union. You call this a friend of the little man? I say to 

19 you my friend there is nothing more or less than shear 

20 outright reaction and we can't afford that in this Country. 

21 (Applause.) 

22 There is even a more serious problem and that is 

23 when we deliberately try to enflame the fears and frustrations 

24 and prejudices of our people and these are the tactics found 
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1 in this Campaign. They are found not only by one but by two. 

2 They are found in the Campaign of my Republican Opponent. 

3 A man who deliberately courted the most extremist evidence 

4 in his own Party and who continues that appeal in his speeches 

5 and who will be fully in their debt if he gets into the 

6 Presidency. 

7 Now, Ladies and Gentlemen, you don't get law and order 

8 by attack on your Police, your Courts, your law enforcement 

9 officials or in setting out group against group and race 

10 against race • . These tactics stockpile the ingredients for 

11 a civil explosion and we cannot afford that in our Country. 

12 (Applause . ) 

13 Now, let me talk a little bit about the Republican 

14 Candidate and the Republican Record. The Truth Squad is 

15 around. I ~agine they have arrived by now. I hope so 

16 because I want them to tell you the truth . When they tell 

17 you the truth here is what they are going to tell you. In 

18 the last eight years the Republican Adrninisatration had three 

19 recessions that took the jobs of millions of workers. Let 

20 them tell you the truth that Mr. Nixon s aid that unless you 

21 have got over Four and a half million unemployed it wasn't 

22 dangerous. Let them tell you the truth. That they did 

23 nothing for the Cities like Jacksonville. Let them tell you 

24 the truth that they fought Medicare. They cut benefits on 
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1 Social Security. Let them tell you the truth that there 

2 wouldn't be aid to higher education for the great Universities 

3 and Colleges in the State had it baen for the Republican 

4 vote. Let them tell you the truth that they fought against 

5 it. They fought against federal aid to elementary education, 

6 secondary education and higher education. Let them tell you 

7 the truth. There wasn't one single job training program 

• 8 in America under a Republican Administration. Not one! 

9 And, Mr. Mayor, I have here a report on some of 

10 the things in your City. Your Neighborhood Centers, your 

11 Community Action Programs, Y,our Project Head Start Program, 

12 your Manpower Training Programs, your four pages of programs 

13 in this City and not one of them, not one of them was ever 

14 sponsored by a Republican Administration and they didn't 

15 get a dime from them. 

16 Now, let's look at the truth on the other side. 

17 Oh, I wish that Truth Squad would turn up. I tell you 

18 they have got a lot to talk about. Let me tell you my 

19 friends, let them tell the truth about us . Aid to education 

20 of three hundred percent, ten million people brought out of 

21 poverty in the last five years, a minimum wage law of a 

22 Dollar sixty cents, Cities that are getting help for the 

23 first time in many years, consumers that are getting protection, 

24 health care, Medicare and income , income my friends. Under 

21 
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1 those eight years of Republicanism family income went up 

2 nine percent after taxes, after the cost of living rise. 

3 Under eight years of Democratic Administration 

4 income for the same family has gone up thirty-two percent. 

5 In other words, it has gone up enough for you to send your 

6 son and daughter to college and~ill be as well off as you 

7 were under the Republican Administration. 

• 8 (Applause.) 

9 I am proud of this record. I am proud of the fact 

10 that this Party of ours, this Democratic Party has given 

11 this Nation the things that has made it great, has given 

12 this Nation security for the elderly. Has given this Nation 

13 health for the young, has given this Nation public works. 

14 Has given this tion, yes, the barge canal that you want 

15 right here under a Democratic Administration. Has given 

16 the people of this Country housing. Has given this Country 

17 profit and has made this economic system of ours operate as 

18 never before. Ninety months with no recession. Ninety 

19 months of prosperity and Mr. Businessman, listen to me. 

20 In any one Democratic year you made more money than all of 

21 the eight Rep1blican years put together and that is a record 

22 and that is a fact. 

23 Now, Mr. Businessman, if you want to say you are 

24 Republican so it sounds good, I don't mind. It is all right. 

22 
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1 Carry a card! Even register; but for goodness sakes when you 

2 go to the voting booths will you vote yourself interest, 

3 will you vote your economics, would you vote for your family, 

4 will you vote for your children, will you vote for your 

5 Country? Mr. Businessman, you know that in eight Republican 

6 years we lost a Hundred and seventy-five billion dollars of 

7 loss income . You know that there was a raid on the gold 

8 supply of this Country. That the highest balance of payment 

9 deficit that this Nation has ever faced . It is a fact. I 

10 think it is time, my fellow Democrats, that we took this 

11 crowd on and told the truth about what is going on in this 

12 Country. 

13 (Applause.) 

14 Now just remember this. A defeat for the Democratic 

15 Ticket, a defeat will be a defeat for your family. I haven't 

16 any doubts about this Campaign. It is an uphill fight. I 

17 know that. We are short of money. We are having a late 

18 start. We have division in our Party. The opposition has 

19 been well financed. They say Mr. Nixon is cool, competent, 

20 poised. Well, why shouldn't he be? He hasn't said anything. 

21 (Applause.) 

22 Let me tell you before I get through with him he 

23 will have a blowtorch on his political tail like he has never 

24 had before. 
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2 I do not intend to let Mr. Richard Millhouse Nixon, 

3 the Republican Nominee that John Kennedy defeated, I do not 

4 intend to let the Memorial of John Kennedy be the election 

5 of Richard Nixon. Not on your life! 

6 (Applause.) 

7 And I don't intend to let this Country fall backwards 

· 8 and I don't intend to let America be torn apart. Look at 

9 this audience. Look at these people . Here we are, fellow 

10 Americans, black and white, Catholic, Protestant and Jew. 

11 Why should we listen to anybody that tells us that we ought 

12 not to work together. We need each other in this Country. 

13 We need each other as we have never needed each other before. 

14 Let me say from this platform, let me say from this platform 

15 I don't offer you ease, I don't offer you an easy journey 

16 but I offer you the right road, I tell you my friends as 

17 Benjamin Franklin put it in the Constitutional Convention, 

18 if we are divided, if we hang together we either hang together 

19 or we will hang separately and this America of ours today 

20 is being watched . This is a dangerous World and we need to 

21 be strong and we need to be united. We need every American, 

22 look at them, black, white, north, south, we don't need 

23 anybody to put us against each other. We don't want anybody 

24 in this Country that arouses our passions. We want somebody 
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in this Country that arouses our hopes. 

(Applause.) 

My friends, I believe in this Country. 

(Crowd becomes noisy.) 

Just a minute. Just a minute. I believe in this 

Country. This is the greatest place on this Planet. I don't 

intend to let anybody harm it. I have spoken out today against 

these extremes of the right or of the left, of the black or 

the white. We don't need people that want to burn this 

Nation and we don't need people that hate their neighbors. 

What we need are people who want to build this Nation and 

people that like and enjoy their neighbor. 

(Applause.) 

So, my fellow .Americans, let's face it. Do you 

want a divided Country or do you want a united one? I think 

I know. I think I know. I know there is more goodness in 

the American people than evil. I know there is more greatness 

in the American people than pettiness. Some people appeal 

to the evil. Some people appeal to the passions. Some 

people appeal on the basis of hate and they appeal on the 

basis of violence. Ladies and Gentlemen, I can't carry on 

that kind of Campaign. I am going to appeal to your goodness. 

I am asking you to be better than you ever were before. I 

am asking you to be greater than you ever dreamed you could be. 
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I am asking you to make this American dream come true. I 

am asking you here in Jacksonville, deep in the South, I 

am asking you to help me and to help yourselves make this 

one Nation under God indivisible with liberty and justice 

for all. 

Thank you. 

(And thus the meeting ended.) 
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undetaki!'/" m!>ojnn_lo/desiylJed to SCJJI,I' J»lhli c ne!j_d'j '/~ 'G:1.-.<-~ 
J L~~f- ~r-v~~ A~,_.--./-71 ~vr~ 

IJ.-.v :$<_c .. ] lirh-d, a nrooram o < ""'SS ive .Cederal sunnort ~ t,:.ffi_ 

for our locill olice .r:brces, to enable t~em to do the ~~-1.,~ 
~~~ 

iob \'le ask them to do . Fecle ral ,.unrl s Nould be availal)]e ~~ 

to rasie~policc salaries, ;"';;;,rease jrecruitMent, ~3f;? 
improve trainin g and conMt ni tv ~ re ations ~, ~~ 1 

~/,.-...~ 
and streamline ou courts anrl '~F!IIl"i institutions . 

~Jj,[JP~, I an preryare to consicler +ederal 
t>--

revenue -s haring ~ a means of reducing local p roperty taxes. 
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The governmtnt that counts most in our daily 

l wes is the g~vernment closest to the people -- local 

governm~nt . Local grvernment has been the weak link in 

our federal structure for far too lon~ . Ynmnhn~amrlenmn~ 

By creating the Dold ew Citv o+ the South 't'e~ you 

have denonstrated. that local fTOVcmfiH can be refashione~ 

t!mmmUiiiii'tlhlttBJilft"]$ t; erve the needs of this 

third of the 20th century . 

T1e cha llenge of efeective metropolitcan 

government is one I have nmnaimnmnmn studiaa for many 

• 
• 

• 
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