PRESE COMFEPFMNCE
VICE PRESIDENT FURBERT F. FUMPPFREY
Fmpire Room
Maldorf~Astoria
Mew York, New Vork
Friday, October 11, 1968

Good morning, if you really believe it.

we have a couple of statements hers and then I think Mr. Sherman
has given you the information, that ws will take some guestions.

Yesterday the Republicans in the Senate refused to permit the vote
on the egual time bill. This bill would have made it possible for
debates to take placc on a national television network.

At first glance this appears to have denied the American public
a chance for z face to face debate among the contenders for the
Presidency and the Vice Presidency. Senator Muskie and I still believe
that the pecple have the right to hear and see the issues debated by the
principal candidates.

e have, therefore, zar=ed tc quarantee the cost of the dehates.

I have proposad that Mr. Nixcn and Mr. wallace both appezr with me on tw
debates znd that Governnr »Agnew and Generzl LeMay both appear with
Senater Muskie in z third debzate.

We have commenced neactiztion with ~ne of the networks this mnrnir
for an hour of prime time ~n funday night, Octrber 20th, wvith the debate
mcng Mr. Nix~n, Governcr “'allace and mvself. And at the same time, we
a re asking Demr~crats, Republicans and independents throughnut the
nation to» help pav the cost f£oxr these debates.,

Naturzlly, we would hope that Mr. Nixon and Mr. Wzllace will aaree
haresthe c~st ~f the debatzs but if they é» nct, we are prenared tr pay
c ntire c-~st with the help ~f thrse Mmericans wh~ want tn see and hear tfF
Aiscussinn ~f the vital issues ~f the campziqn.

We @~ not intend to 2ll~w our opprsitircn tn evade a direct face t
face discussi~n ~f these issuss, including such topics 2s Vietnam, the
rzce, civil crder, human rights in Pmarica, the crisis ~f ~ur cities, ar
~ther mztters ~f natirnal concern.

Mr. Nix~n wr~tz in his b~k "€ix Crises”, that, a2nd I gurte:

“J~int TV appsarances ~f candidates a2t the Presidentizl level ar
hare t~ stazy, mzinly beczuse pecplz want them and the candidates have 2
responsibility t~ inf~rm the public ~n their views ~n the widest possib.
3 udience, befrrz the widest prssible zudience.

N~w, I ask Mr. Nix~n t~ stand by that stz=tement which is his
stztament in his b~rk. The pe~ple @~ have & right toknow and we as
candidztss have zn ~bliga2ti~n tc inf~rm the Mmariczn nublic a2s t» ~ur
views ~n these criticzlissues, and we mean t~ sce that they &~ know
bef~re casting their v~tes ~n N-vember fifth.

Senat~r Muskic.

SENATOR MUSKIE: Thank v~u, Mr. Vice Tresident. This sunprszaly
is a f~rm ~f the ag~vernment that rests un~n the crnsent ~€ the agrverne?
2n@ it scems t~ me thzt there zare tw~ ref-rms in ~ur system that we nee
if we zre truly t~ havzs that kind ~f a~vernment.

First ~f =211, thz registrati~n ~f v~ters ~uqght n~t t~ he “Aependen
up~n ths c-mpetiti~n ~£ p~liticzl partiess t~ qet ~ut 2nd reqister the
v~ters friendly t» them. I think it ~uaght t~ he 21lmnst aut~matic that
any American wh~ makes up his mind ~n electi~n Azy, n~t 2 m~nth ~r tw~
bef~re, is zble t~ v~te, znd the sec~nd n~int is that in this Aay when -
have qrezt c~mmunicati-ns madiz, it ~utht t~ he 2 raguirement ~f cust-m
if n~t ~f law, that Presidential candidates c~nfr~nt e2ch ~ther, z2nd
tcgether the electrrats, in ~rder th2t the a~verned, wh~ must c~nsent,
t ruly understand the differences between them. It seems t~ me that th
is s~ elementary in a a~vernment ~f this kind that there sh~uld he n
hesitati~n ~n the part ~f any candidzte to enga7e in this kin? ~f c~nfr
tati~n.

It is s2id thzt Mr. Nix~n “-~esn't want t~ debate because he is
-hezd. Thz n~ther side ~f that is that bhe is afraid that 2 dehate might
c~st him his 1224, and this is the r=al clue t- this issue ~f the d=hzt
A mzn wh~ is sure ~f himczlf, sure ~f his n~+=ptiz2l f~r leadezrship, sur



his prsiti~ns ~n issues, nz=ed n~t be 2fraid, whetherhe is zhead ~r
behind, and I think the American pe~ple ~uqht t~ f-cus ~n the fact that
he is afrzid that what he might say ~r A~ ~r he askad in 2 dehate cruld
cost him his lezd and judage him accrrdihaly.

I think it is a very fundamental questi~n. I th-uaht we had it
behind us in the 1960 campaian. Anparently Mr. Nix~n racz1ls thnse
debates all t~~ well and is nnt interested in debz2ting amain.

8~, I fully supp~rrt the Vice President. T would he delidhted - m
by twocounterparts ~n their tickets in debhate and I think the idezl

frrmat is a three-way debate in which each ~f us can b2 tested a2qzinst the
~ther twcand we can see the whnle packarce in ~ne place. It wruld be
great fun, t~-o.

(Laughter)

OUESTION: Mr., Vice President, dres y~ur statement indicate that if
you purchase time ~n the 20th ~f Oct~bher, sh~uld Mr. Nix-n n~t decide
t~ appear with y~u, that y~u wohuld g» ahead either al-ne ~r with Mr.
7Tallace sh~uld he decide t~ appear?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We belisve that the ideal frrmat is f~r t
three candidates t» appear zat the same time as Senat~r Muskie has just
indicated to y~u and as I have sz2id. All three candicdzates in the
public "pini~n pnrlls c~mmand a rathzr suhstantial percentane ~f the
voters' attenti~n ~r supp-rt, and we are zskino that this be 2 aenuine
debate am~nast the three princirzl Presidentizal czndidates.

It seems tc me that that is the least that we sh-ould expect at a
time of great crisis in ~ur cruntry and ~f crisis in the w-rld.
€7 we azre nrw asking f-r what is the ~bvinus fact, that the three
serious Presidential candidates appear at the same time ~ver thz same
television netwnrk »nr netw~rks befrre the same 2udience t~ Aiscuss their
respective views ~n the issues ~f the day.

CUESTION: Mr. Vice Presicdent, if Mr. Nix~n refuses, will y-u
debate just Governncr Vallace?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We will c~me t~ that at 2 later time.

Je zre n~t aring tn let Mr., Mix~n pick a2nd chrrs= the frrmat ~f this
lebate. The fact is that he has been in debates hef~re. €~ have I.
Ancé we kn~w what they are z2brut. Iie sh~uld be willing, 2s has hesn
indicated here, t~ present himself t~ the nrublic. If he is not,
then he will have t~ explzin why and then later ~n we can talk toy-u
about cther matters.

QUEETION: Mr, Vice President, are y~u satisfied that this kind ~f
arrangement if y~u brught the time wruld meet the FCC Act, the Federzl
Crmmunicati~ns Requirements as t~ fairness? In ~thzr wrrds --

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes, I am.

QUESTION: -- that the netw-rks w-uld n~t have t~ aive time, then
te ~-=-

VICE TRESIDENT HUMPHREY: N-~t if it is purchzased time. There
hzve als~ been suqgaesti~ns fr~m s-me ~f the publicztir~ns that they wruld
Puy the time at z2 c~nventi~n, 2t 2 mutually c~nveniesnt time f~r the
participants in s~me larne hall ~r s"me -- like Madis~n Squzre Garden ~r
the Astr~d-me ~r s~me place like that where there w-uld be a spons-~r ~f
the debates. I imaaine that the law wruld rarxmit == I am nnt an
expert in these matters but fr~m what we have hezrd, that if the time is
nurchased and it is aagreed up~n am~ngst the participants, and the time
is n~t given by the nstw~rk but rather nurchase® time, we can --
we can in a sense c~ntrnl wh~ will zppezr ~n the pr~aram,

QUESTION: Are the netw~rks satisfie” ~n that?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Fr-m what I hear, ves.

QUESTION: My, Vice President, y~u and Ssnat-~r Muskie brth have
s2id that ~ne reas»n Mr. Nixrn w-n't Adebate is that he is zhezd., If y~u
were ahead, would y~u z2ares t- these dehzates?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHFRPY: Well, it is an "iffy" aquesti~n and,
~f crurse, it makes it rather ezsy f~r me t- ansver. Yes, I wruld,
and I will tell y~u why. I have d~ne it at h~me in my ~wn state., In 1954
f~r example, in 1960, I was 2head substantizazlly in bnth ~f th-s2
elections ins~far as any n~lls ware crncerned and I dehated several
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" szveral times my "Pponents, several times ar~und tiie state,

QUESTION: May I =-

SENATOR MUSKIE - May I add alsn, Mr. Vige President, the 1964
campaian in Maine, the electisn, I was z2head tw~ &~ ~ne in the p~lls =n-
I agreed t~ debates with my ~pp-nents and held them., 1 believe in th=t
&8 a matter ~f nrinciple ag An¢s the Vice President.

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, Mr. Nix-n has said that he wruldn't
want to debate, a debate includine Grvern~r Wallace hecause it would
build Grvern-~r Wallace un.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPEREY: I have heara that.

OUESTION : Yrunbvicusly don't buy that idea.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I A~ nrt,

QUESTION: flhy?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY - Because I think Gnvernnr Wallace is 2 ve;
®ricus candidate in this campaion. we might just as well face up t~
it. I dsn't like it. I think that his candidacv is n~t » Aesirable
devel~pment in American prlitics but it is there and I think ~ne of the
best ways to @Xpnse what it is is t~ have Governnr Wallace and My,

Nixon and myself on the same platfrrm 2t the same time.

Maybe Mr. Nixon will have an ~pp~rtunitv t~ sayv what he apparently
thinks zbout Mr, Wallace. Up +ill n~w 1< has heen t~uching him with a
feather. He might very well really have ¢~ faceup tn the music, face
up tn the realities, if he is ~n 2 debate just as I Will be willina ¢-,

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, Sanat~r Dirksen saic vesterday that
President Johns~n and y~u, thon = Senator, in 1964 refussad ¢~ heln
nass legislation that wruld have macde debates prseikble then, 1Is that
87, sir?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHEREY: I den't kn~w, and if s~, then it wzs
2 mistzke,

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President --

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : I really énn't kn~w, Max. I heard
that.

QUESTION: bDidq you "pprse it at that time?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I A~ n~t rec~llect that I id bhut I
just don't want t~ 7et myself in a prsition ~f Saying yves ~r n~ ~n it
until I check the rec~rd. PBut I want ¢~ say this, that I have always
in my public lifa bezen willina in eévery electi~n that I have been in 2g -
United States Senater in my hrme state tn enaz~e in “ehate with the
candidzates ~f the respective parties.

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, if the -- in terms ~f the Adehate, if
r. NMixon will n-~t debata, if G~vernnr Wzllace will n~t dehate, hut the
7ice Presidential candidate Adecides t~ debate, w~uld y~u still pr~ceed
7ith the debates ~f the Vice Presicdential candicates?

VICE I'RESIDENT HUMPEREY: I think for myself it w~ula be a very,
very interesting and revealingdiscussi~n, bhut maybe the Senat~r would
like t~ comment,

SENATOR MUSKIE: I w~uld be cdelighted t~. I n~tice that ~nce
:he man he describes -- described as his bhngs anparently decided® r-+ -
et involvecd in debates that my “pPprnents, Mr. Aqgnew, decided ¢- attack
. I remember kids like this when I was youna, "hen thev can aet
>-hind a2 safe tree they were very agaressive but when they pac n~ chance
°f having t~ confr-nt the subject ~f their attack, this seems t~ he Mr.
Vaew's prsture at this p~int.

QUESTION: Mr. Vice FPresident, d~ y~u remaard the Ashates ag
‘Ssential to yrur winning the electi~n?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: T revard the dehbhates ag essential f-r
lecency, integrity in American prlitics, znd als~ as essential f-~r an
ntellicent discussi~n f the issues. Let's face it. If 211 three ~f
s stand on the same nlatf~rm 2t the same time, talkinag t~ the same
wudience, y~u are inevitably mrre czreful. You 2re inevitably,

think, better informe? znad y"u =2re m-re sharp in y~ur Adiscussi~n.
nstead ~f it bec~ming an ~ccasi~n with 2 circus atm~sphere, it hecrmes
n ~ccasi~n ~f seri-us th~ught, ~f cr-es eXaminati~n, rebuttal. T
hink it just makes sensc.
I f~r the life ~f me, can't understand why anyb~dy is even arcuinga



zh~utit. Itmakess 211 the sense in the w-rld

OUESTION: Mr. Vice President, A~ y~u think it w~uld be helnful if
w e had s~me general przss c~nferences with »nsn aquesti~ninm ~n every
subject?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHNREY: Well, fr~m time t~ time we have had
that, Mr. W~1llenh~ff, and we will have mrre ~f it as we an al~ng.

QOUESTION: Can we have ~ne here rather quickly?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: N~t this mrrnina, if y~u “~n't mind, I
think we would like t~ keep ~n this particular tcpic but I have had some
z2nd I will have s~me m~re, a2nd bnth Senatcr Muskie and myself annear
rezAdily 2nd ~ften ~n "Face The Nati-n", "Issues zand Answsrs”, "Meet the
Press". Mr.Nix~n has yet t~ anpear since 1967.

If y~u want a g~~@ nress c-~nference, why A~n't y~u aget a fresh
~ne thzt hasn't been exn~se? f~r 2 l~n¢, l-ng, l-na time, But we are
perfectly willing to d~ it. We are kind ~f ~1ld hat at it.

I will guarantee thzt y~u will have ~n2 zi~ng the r~ute. 1In
fact, I wruld be very rnlezs=3 to ¢~ it but this mrrning we wruld like +-
t~ s~rt ~f stick ~n this, but 1 assure y~u, I give y~u 2 prsitive
=ssurance that if y~u want nress conferences y~u will get theon reacdily.

QUESTION: Mr. Vice Tresident, c~uld vou tell us za2bh~ut y~ur pres.
illness?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I have a2 st-mach zche. I had a little
st~mach flu last night. I feel fine this meornin~ sxcent I feel 2 little
weak. Ever had 2 stomach flu? VYes, sir, it is kin? of miserahle.

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, with rpening znd cl~sina state-
ments, o y~u think the ~ne h~ur for the three men wruld rezlly aet
very far? Wruld that be much ~f a Achate?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHPEY: Well, it maybe wruldn't he as much zs
you would like but I think it is abnut a2s much as the audience will take
2nd if it isn't, why, we cazn do m~re. I A~n't want just ~ne as we have
indicated, a2nd we have suqggested three, wrnrking them ~ut t~ mutual
satigfzacti~n.

OUESTION: Mr. Vice President, in 1960 I helieve yru were tryino
t~ get 2 debate with Senat~r Kennedy in the West Virtinia nrimary. Mr.
O'Brien, y~ur present campainn maznager, ~n the ~ther side, at that
time apparently was nct in favor ~f debates.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We had ~ne in “est Virqginia. We had ~ne
indeed.

QUESTION: nut after considerable cdel=y.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That is riaht hut we had ~ne. I remembex
it 211 t~~ well,

(Laughter)

QUESTION: Mr. Vice President, you have heen pleadinc pnvertw
s~me ~f y-ur recent speeches. Dnes y~ur willingness tc pav ©-_ ©r..=
time mezans that y~u have s~lved y~ur financial pr~blem in the camn:*

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: It mezans I think there are a nreat
number ~f Mmerican ne~ple that z2re perfectly willinn tor=y up 2nd helr
us with this. I don't think there is anydoukt z2b~ut it. I think if we
put a2n a2ppeazl ocut ~n this, as we will, m~ney will coma in t~» take
care ~f it.

QUESTION: Y-~u mezan the m-nev isn't there n-ow?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Ve will £ind it. "e will find it. We
asked the last time ~n ~ur national brradcast f~r s~me heln. We ant
a great deal ~f heln in small contributi~ns. It came thr~ugh in bhzafuls.
I d~n't think there is any A~ubt at 211. I expect y~u 2t least t~ give
$10. I will oo a2r~und here and we ~ught t~ he zhle t~ nick up 2
$1000 ~ut ~f this cr-wd.

QUESTION: Hsw much will it take?

VICE PRESIDENY HUMPHREY: I don't kn~w.

QUESTION: D~ y~u have any c-mmercial sp-ns~rs lined up, Mr.

Vice Presient?

VICE PRESINENT HUMPHREY: N~. The New Y-rk Times indicated its

inkarast in Jdoiug someihizig AL]

Thand +on trere muohs
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MR, DOWNS: How d2 you f==z1 this mornin~, Mr. Vicz=-Prz=sidsnt?
you t21ld z arsun last nicht you had a2 slisht stomach =2che.

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Well, after hsarino what you just
said, I don't know if I f==1 any hetter a2+ 211. In fact I have 2
littl= touch of stomach flu. But I am doing €5 survive,

MR, DOWNS: You ar= in a20d shan=, thounh,

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes. Tkis pcliticking is not axactly
th= way to t2ks cars of your hzzalth. You com= out of thesz mestings
2t night v=ry warm, »ersnirinc, 2nd yosu go osutdozsrs in ths cold zair
and you get littl=s slzzn., And once in 2 whil=s somsthing hits you.
But I think I will b= zlri~ht,

MR, DOWNS: You said zabout two wazks ano, Mr, Humphrey -- you 2re
quoted &s saying if ths =lactions wers held than, that you would loss.
Now ds you think that has chang=d now, 2r do ysu still fs=1 that
way toldavy?

vicz-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: W=1ll, I think w= hav= pickzd upr 2

i2al. W= wara considerably bcblqd Th=rz is no us= nrztending
w2 Wa2rz not. But sur indications ars that ws have ~2in=d 2
f momantum, Th=s nollin~ that w= have baz=n ﬁhlﬁ to do
i hz2st in particulzar hzy=, from Maines 2nd Massachusztts,
Conn=cticut, Rhod= Island, N=w ¥York, Nzw Jzrsey, whzr= th=r= 2ar=
larﬂ$ sopulation c=nters, w= 2rz on th= nlus side, Now, in th=
Midwzst wz don't do very well, I rear<t £0 sz2y. I wsuld hone we
would 45 bztter beczuse I 2am from thz Midwest., I do 2lri~ht in my
hom= gt2te o5f Minnz=saotza, I =2m nl=az2sed to2 tz21ll vou., We have som=
nraoblams in the Stat= of Illinois, but w= think that w= czan osvsrcoms
thsss, and in th= Stat= of Czliforniz.

82 w2 still havs thrs:-zand-2-h21lf wzeks 25 o2, Hugh, 2nd in
thosa three-and-z2-hzlf wseks, with mom=ntum I belisv=s we c2an make it,
MR. DOWNS: Ysu apnarsntly feel that+ th= more zirinag of ths

issu=g th= bhzsttzr it wsuld bs for you-.

Now, th= Sanz2t= has killad ths bill that would 21llow th= frze
t=lzvigsion d=bhzat=. But I undsrstand that yosu and Ssnatsr Muskiszs
havs 3 n=w challzange €5 Mr., Nixon to lurz him ingd debating and
»28sidbly 2 linsz-up of sponsors to2 gzt z2round tha+ problzm. Whzt
is ths nlan -- can you ¢t =11 us?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: W=1ll, w= 2r= supnss=d to hzavs 2
nr=ss conferenc= on that this mornin~, Huah/

It is my view that the Am=zrican public is =ntitl=ad to list=n to
th= viz=ws 2f th= rasnectivz czndidat=s. In this instancz thzr= are
thra= of us -- Mr, Wzllzcs, Mr., Nixon 2nd mys=1f, Whan we a2
sznzrat=ly, by surs=1lvss, to our own sort of s=lacted zudiences, I
ds nat think +h= public aects 2s a20d 2n zZpnraisal 2f what =2
c2ndidate stands for ard what he mzans and what his thoughts rezally
are, I has always felt that it wsould b= hatt=r if w= could hzve th=
threz czndidates sida by sid=, in sld-fashioned Lincsln-Doual2s typ=
dzhate, where you sach hava your cppartunity to state your cass,
wher= ysu havs an onnortunity for cross-zxamination, and wher= you
haya = madaratar that can accant th:= quastisns from an audisnc=s.

I+ jus+t sz=ms to2 ms that that is fz2ir,

And I can't understand for th= lifz of me why anvbody would bz
afraid to do it, z2nd whv »nzornle wouldn't want to do it.

Theré is s> much circus z2tmssphare 2rosund n2litics thess days,
and i+ is so costly, that if you get 2 chance for free t=levision
on the n=tworks, wherz th= nstwsrks are willine to do it, it sz=ms
t2 m= that ws sugh+ +o0 rezadily =zccsent it,

Now, the Sznat= turnsd that down. As yosu know, thz minority

l=2d=r, frankly, said that th> Renublicans wers nat coing to turn up
for 2 quorum. And you can't ds busins=ss without 2 quorum. It is
2ll in th= naws today --what rezally +trans»ir=d.

In sthzr words, it is »narfzactly alrisht for Sznators to
dzbate in th:= Sznats, hut it is not zlrinht for thz candidates for th=z
hidhast offica in this land t2 dsbats hefors the public. I think
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that is an indzfansible »nosition.

MR. DOWNS: You think this reflects Mr, Nixon's Adisinclir=+is4
to g2t involved in a2 d=bats?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Wz1l, I think Mr. Nixon feels that
hz is ah=adf -- why should h= dsb2t=, But mayh I say with equzl
candsr that ws owe somsthina to th= nublic. We have sarisus issues
today that z2ffact us -- thz wholz subizct of 2rms contrsl, th=
subj=act of racs r=lations in the Unitsd States, the subizct of
Vi=tnam, th= subj=ct of fiscal nolicy, osur =consmy, th= subjzct of our
citiss --what 2r- our viaws. I think thz+ th= Am-riczn psople would
lik= to know. I think thay would like to know hsw do ws lask at tha
issuz of law and ordsr, which is talk=d about 211 th= tims. What
ars Mr., Wallace's visws, what ars Mr., Nixon's vi=ws, what 2rzs min=.
What do ws intand to do absut it,

Now, wz censrally aet osut 2nd giva these bis street ralli=zs
and whoon it up for zbout fiftzen, twsnty, twanty-fivs minut=ss and
th=n th= nublic goces away. I don't think that is r=z2l1lly the way you
zducatz thz public. It is 2 part of the momentum of th= campzaion.
It is a part of th= atmasph-re.

But th= dizlogue is what is important,

MR. DOWNS: You know, on the subject of Viatnam, tharz havs bean
ranorts that the heckling that 211 of the candidat=s suffer from,
thz heckling in your 2udi=nces hzs diminish=d somewhat a2fter your
for=iemm policy spesach. Do you think you miqht hava qz2in-=d wider
supnsrt hzd you =2rli=r broachad this subjzct and tzk=n th=2+ st=nd
on thz bombing?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I miqgh+ have, y=s., I +hink the
ysun~ »n=snla, thouch, Hugh, 2re cominag t2 us. I was in Boaston key=a
th= sth=ar day, z2nd vou know th=arztzrs 2 laras numbzy of univarsiti=s
and colleass in th: Boston-Cambrides 2rzz, and thay wars simply
wondasrful, the ysun~ »p=onl= wsr:z. Thay wzitzd for ms= for 2 coupl-=
of hours. I h24 two or thr== osth:r ma=tinas. ~&AnA th-rs wzr= younca
nzopls t Bt had supnortad S:=nator Kann=dy 2nd S=natsr McCarthy and
mys21lf. And wa ar= asttin~ them by ths thsusands 211 arasund th-
country. And wz have 2 nraoram of 2 million ysuno nzopl= working
on th= last wzsk of this =slection, csina door £o door. Now, this is
whzt we call th= Studant Coz2litiosn, renresantina tha diffsrznt forces
ther:z ware rpior to th=s convention.

And as I havs sz2id, th= one thina that I am qgoing ts ds if
2lsctzd Presidsnt, I am aoing t> makz it my businsss to ssze that
younre nsanle havs a chancs to bz hzard, thzt som=one is thsre in
that Whitz Hous:-, namely mys=lf, who is willinag to lister t2 tham,
to try to understand th=m, not a2lways to 20re= with th-=m, not
necsssarily to accant zvary »nronosal -- but that thzay faal want:d,
that th=y fz2l thsy can »n=rform, and +hzt thay can particinzt:, =znd
that th=y can havs somsthing to say absut thair country.

I have bean meatine with young peonla individually znd in sm=1l
grauns, 2nd I find that what thay rsz2lly want is just somstbady
that will listen.

MISS WALTERS: Mr, Vice-President, you s2id th=at ysu ars asina
to try, as I undarstand it, to find ssms wayh t2 lurs My, Nixon znAd
Mr, Wallace into 2 dehzt=. Czan ysu t=ll us b=for=s your press
conferznce, sinc~ it is 2 vary short time from now, whatthat. plan
is.

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Wsll, let ms s2y that w= want to have,
first of 211, 2 dabate in which the thrzz candidates sucht to 2nnaar.
Now, why do I say th- thr=e? Wz hava to facs un to th= fact that
Mr, Wallace doszs have an apnreciablszs part of tha zlectoratas supnorting
him, I think this is very unfortunats, I think it is unhzzalthy. But
it is 2 fact. And I thirk thzr=fors that hz should b=z involvzd in
th= dszbats. Thars is whare My, Nixon narts comnany with me. Hs
s2ys h= ds=ssn't want to dshatz Mr, Wallaca., W=11l, mzybe I don't,
2ith=r. But thz fact 5f th= matter is that th= nublic has z right
to know what ha thinks as comparad to Mr, Nixon and mys=z=1f.

Now, if w= can't gzt tha thre= man in dezbsts, wz may have to try
t2 pronos= soms osther things. Ws can havs nrivate snonsosrs, hopzfully.



W2 havs gast savaral thinas that w= ars coing ts ds, Barbara,

MISS WALTERS: Th= Naw York Timss sugeasts that it might be
nagsible fa3r thz nawsn2nsrs +3 rant z hzall, Zor =x=mrl=s, znd hava ths
thr== 2f you th=rs, 2nd nzrhans havs TV camerszs thars,

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Excallent idez, I 2am 211 for it,

I think I r=2d somzsthinr zbout that this morning -- whars th=y rent
Madisan Squzre Gara:n sr th- Astrodom=, 2r on=s of thass laraos nlz2css.
I think thz+ would b= an =xc=1ll=nt +hina to do.

MISS WALTERS: You think Mr. Nixsn would cons=nt to som=thing
lik=s that?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I don't know. I hop= h= would. I
Aan't know why h= sho shoulda't. If hz has = c2ss, h= should b=
willin~ 2 s+at= i+, Actuzlly it might b= =2 little bit mors difficult
far m=, b=causz th= Administration is in now=r 2nd I would shvisusly
b= th= parson that is under consid=zrablz attack. But I am pr=nared,
far zxamnlz, to ask soms questions. I notice ths =conomic advisor
of Mr. Nixon this morninc s2id thst his sconomics would toler=ts 2
littl= larqger unsmploym=nt thzn mins. I would lik= to ask soms
quastisns =2bout that, I would lik= to 2sk soms questions why h: de=s
nat supnort tha ratification of ths tr=zaty t3 stop ths spr=2d »of
nucl=2r waznons. I hav= 2 faw gusstisns I would liks o 2sk. And I
think that if h= has =nswzrs, that hz has nothing to las=s. If hs
dsesn't bave answars, he h=s somsthing to los=.

MR. DOWNS: My, Vic=-Przsidznt, in connaction with th= timina,
mast of th= natiosn will be s=z=inc this in tim= zones that will put
i+ aft=y ths 8:30 dz=2dlin=. S5 if th=::= is anything you want t3
say =absut it, you won't h= braaching thz line,

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPEREV: W:=11, what w= zars r=21ly nronzsing
in ths baginning is = thr==-m:=n A:=bate. And it is my~ visw that that
cz2uld be divid=d un thr== wavs, th= costs 2f it could be dividad up
thrs= ways. If that is not »3ssible, ~hzn w= think w= could
get manzy from th= gsnzrzl nublic. I m=2n I think th=2t you wzuld
contribut= t=n dsllars, 2nd Barbarza ysu nmight contributz five or tan.

MR, DOWNS: That migh+ b= 2 gr=2at tzn dollzr show t2 wztch.

VICE~-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I dan't think th=rs is z2ny dzubt
but what thz American p=onle wauld szy this is what w= hav= bzzan
lazkine far =- it will clean up »nolitics, it will mzk= it much mor=
r=snonsibl= a2nd r=sponsive.

Y>u knaw, when you sit 2longsids of anothsr man whs is of appo-
sit2 -- who r=przs=nts =2n oprnossition party, you just =ar= 2
little more czrzaful wh2t you s=y. It is jus*t insvitabls. It is
vary h=rd, 2s thay say, to Aislikes =2 psrson thz* you havs rsally
met. And it is v=ry difficult to b= too fiamboyant, filled with
t2o much nsoliticzl exaggzration in the pres=nce of th= mzn that might
b= abls t3 reply t2 you.

MR. DOWNS: Yzu think mors rezality --

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I think much mor=s rsality com=s out
3f 1.

MR. DOWNS: W= will be back in just 2 moment with Vice-Pr=sidznt
Humphrzy. Richt now, this is Today on NBC.

O

il

MR. DOWNS: Vicz-Presid=nt Humphr=y has s=zid that hz would be
willing and znxisus to dsbzte on thz sams telsvision prooram wi+h
Mr. Wa2llzcz and Mr, Nixon.
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Naw, in connzctizn with th= nasssible sutcom= of th= zl=ctizn,
Mr., Vica-Przsidant, Govarnor Wzll=zce's qgrowing strength in s=z=varal
statzs could concaivably +hraw th= 1968 =l=ctisn ints th= Housz 2f
Repraes=ntativas. That is, for th= Przsidancy. And as wsz knaw,

2 Pr=sidentizl candidats n=cds mor= th2n a nossiblse nlurality in ordar
to win th=z 2lection; hs has t2 gzt 2 clecar majority 2f th= clactoral
collea=.

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Y=s,

MR. DOWNS: S» if Mr. Nixsn should win 2 plurality of the ponular
vatz but lackad 2 clear majority 2f the zlectoral coll=g=, wauld
y2u urgs yosur surnartsrs in that cass in th= Hsouss to back Mr, Nixon
oan th= hasis of that plurality =nd nrevent a thrzse-way fight if it
wouldn't n=c=assarily r=flect what th- public appsarzd to want?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPIREY: W=11l, I fz=1 th=at I wsul? havzs t2
agive 1+ some vary s=risus thought to thz2¢, bzcaus= what ysu mi~ht
hav=, far =xamnls, ars vary laras nluralitiss in cartzin sm2ll statzs
+hz2t w2uld 2dd up t2 =2 laras ficurz, but wsuld not really reflact some
2f ths gravs priblems that exist in & stats liks N=w York, for
=x2mple.

MR, DOWNS: VY»u wo2uld have t2 czsnsider a brzakdawn, th=an.
VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I wzuld rez2lly b=slieva s2 =-- aven
thought I am prone ts 2agrzsz that if ysu gzt 2 majority, >r if ysu g=t

th= largest vat 3 that that is th= p=arson that sught t2 b= -- sucht
t2 b= ths nomine=., I would not lat any attitud= 2f min= nrecinitate
2 constitutional crisis, 1zt m= put it that way, so that th=rs would
bz a2 dz=lay in tha s=lesctisn 2f 2 Przsidznt. I think t25 much 2f our
country t2 p=rmit znv kind =2f s=lfish z2ttitudas of mins to pzrmit that,

MR. DOWNS: If th= nositions w=r= r=vars-d, would ysu carz t»>
snaculats on Mr., Nixon's nxrobhabls cutloosk on it,

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPYREY: I dsn'+ know. I r=2lly don't. And
I would hapz he would fz=l th. s=ms way. Wz both rapresant thz
m2jar naliticzl nartizs, I think we have 2 snzci=l sbligation, bath
of us.

MR. DOWNS: On th= nasi+ion that ysu tsok in that foreiem policy
snz=zch, wharz ysu s2id you wsould stop the bambing, what sxactly
is your p2sitisn now on the bombing of North Viztnam?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Wz=11, I s2id that I would stop th-
bombina 2f North Viztnam, zand thzt I would r=gard this as 2n
acczptablz risk. Ysu must remanmb-r sur platform szid that wz sught
to tak= risks for th= qusst of p=ac=,

I did s2y =z2l1so that beforzs taking this actiosn, that I would
132k vary clossly 2t th= zvidencz, dirzct or indirsct, by dzad or
wor?, of th= Communists' willinon=ss t7 rsstorz what w= call th-=
d=militarizaed zon=. And than I would r=szrvs th=s right, if th=
North Viztnam=s= 4Aid nst bargain in goad fzith, t» rzsume th= k2mbing.

Now, thz =mph2sis is upon stopninag thz hombigxg.

I would lik= +2 s== that bz:fors doing so, that th=rz was sms
indicatian, somz =vid=snc= that in Asing that it would 1l=24 +o
substantivz necotiztions, and that th= damilitariz=d zsn= could
h= rasatrad.

Now, wny Adid I s=lect th= d=militariz=zd zonz? Bzc=2uss it
m=2ns +that the Communists don't havs t2 givz un a2nything. It m=ans
that North Vi=tnam dossn't have t2 give un znything., It is not 2
nart 2f thsir tzerritory. And it was not vioclatzsd for 2 long period
of timz in this war. It has only been within the last y=ar osr so2.

S2 this is the mast rz2dily suscaptible arza for some kind of
adjustmant,
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MR. DOWNS: 1In vizw of your znnounc=ment th=rg, wauld y»su
havs h=z2n morz comfortzabl= had thz minority re»nart oan Viztnzm b=zn
adentzd in th=s platform a2t +h: convantion?

VICE~-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: ©No, I Aon't think sa. I think ths
majority r=port providss grsat flexibility. And if yau loock =zt i+
very carzfully, both tha majority 2nd ths minoritv, th= diffarencas
2r= nat as sharp as they s=emzsd to b= 2t th- tim= 2f the favarish
dghatz that ws w=are going through. But I think thz majority nlank
statzs --tha first thina it says --whosvar is th=s next Prasid=nt
must bs willing to take risks for p=aca, just a2s h= must b= willing
ta taka risks on ths battlafizld,

MR. DOWNS: Thank vosu, Mr. Humphrzy,

-— = = -
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AUDIO VIDEO

HUGH : OPEN ON HUGH.
Election Day is less than four weeks away, but

some of the national polls are already predicting

that the next President of the United States may

be Richard M. Nixon. According to their surveys,

Mr. Nixon has been steadily widening his lead

over his Democratic opponent, Vice President

Hubert H. Humphrey. The Vice President is here géggg TO INCLUDE

on his second visit to New York City and we are

pleased that he is with us this morning.

(more)
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QUESTIONS :

1.

10.

Mr. Vice President, about two weeks ago you were quoted as sayigg
that if the elections were held then you would lose. Do you still
feel that way today?

Throughout this campaign you have urged legislation to permit
television debates with your opponents. Now that the House has
finally passed the bill that will pave the way for televised
debates, do you feel that a series of television confrontations
with Richard Nixon and Governor Wallace could be the turning point
in your uphill fight for the Presidency?

Have you received any indication from Mr. Nixon or Governor Wallace
of a possible date for the first television debate?

Governor George Wallace's growing strength in several states could
conceivably throw the 1968 election into the House of Representatives
A presidential candidate needs more than a popular plurality to win
the election. He must also gain a clear majority in the Electoral
College. If Mr. Nixon should win a plurality of the popular vote
but lacked a clear majority of the Electoral College, will you urge
your supporters in the House to back Mr. Nixon and prevent a
three-way fight?

If the positions were reversed, would you care to speculate on Mr.
Nixon's actions?

Mr. Nixon hinted in Washington this week that a Nixon Administration
might be able to agree to peace terms that the Johnson Administration
could not accept now. This statement took on an added significance
becavse Mr. Nixon made it in the context of what happened during the
Presidential Race of 1952 when General Eisenhower did not indicate
exactly how he would end the Korean War. Do you share Mr. Nixon's
analogy between the two campaigns?

In response to your major foreign policy speech televised last week,
which was interpreted by some that you had adopted a more independent
stand on the conduct of the War in Vietnam, Mr. Nixon said that you
were endangering the prospect for a settlement in Paris by breaking
with the President, whose war policies Mr. Nixon supports. He also
implied that you were allowing Hanoi to think that it might get a
better deal from you. Do you have a reply to Mr. Nixon's charges?

There have been reports that the heckling in your audiences has
diminished somewhat after your foreign policy speech. Do you think
you may have gained a much wider support if you had taken this
stand earlier during this campaign?

Do you expect President Johnson to campaign actively on your behalf
during the remaining days of this Presidential Race?

You have often compared this campaign with that of President Harry

S. Truman's 1948 campaign. In 1948, President Truman lashed out at
the do-nothing 80th Congress. What do you consider to be the major
targets of your campaign?

(END)
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