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My fellow Americans, last week I spoke to you about one of the
campaign's major issues- How to achieve peace abroad.

I told you what I will do to end the war in Vietnam if there
is no cease fire and negotiations are not yielding promise by
January 20, 1969.

I told you how I would stop the bombing as a2 step towards peace
.= a risk within our national interest ~-- and I proposed a cease-
fire, the de -Americanization of the war, and free elections in South
Vietnam with everyone taking part.

But, tonight, I want tc speak with you frankly about achieving
peace here at home.

Tor this is a time for scme straight talk on the issue of
crime and vinlence and ricts.

Every American has a right to life -- to live in safety --
free from coercion, threat or violence.

And, all my life I have worked to assure every American the
right to live in safety and to make the most of himsel€f.

I have discussed our common problems with thousands and
thousands of people in hundreds of towns and cities -- leng before
this campaign ever began. I have visited 2very one of our 50
states. I know America. And I know that Americans want to live 1in
safety.

I know thot husbands want their wives and children to be safe
when they leave for work.

And I know that mothers want their children to be safe on their
way home from school.

And I know that merchants want to be safe in their stores.

I knew that families -- in cities large and small ~- and in
rural America -- want safoty, too.

Yet, what do we hear and what do we see?

Well, we hear extremists preaching hate and violence.

And we read about robberies and killing.

We see and read abcut ricts, and fire-bombing and sniping. And
we knew that all of this is going on in our country. 2nd many
Americans are afraid.

Thay wender why more is not being done about 5 <

And, more can be dcne, and when I am President, more will be
done.

The first obligation of government is to provide for the
safety of every American in his home or his neighbcorhood.

Grabbing guns, and thrcwing fire bombs, and cynically discredit-
ing America's institutiocns and insisting on racial name-calling
is not progress.

Te the viclent few who, through their words and actions would
join guerilla movements, I say that ycu are as mistaken and anti-
American as the cxtremist white groups that would equally spreac fear
and viclence throughcout the land.

Ané if this trend towards guerilla bands and vigilantes
continues, there is nco gquesticn in my mind but that strong legisla
is inevitable to stop their activities.

As President I wculd propose such legislaticn.

We cannot tolerate in America armed terrorist groups of any cclor
~Y persuasion.

On this there can be -- and there will be -- no ccmpromise.
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A candidats for President, however, must be henest with the
American people, and with all «f them.

M>st Americans are decent and they are fair-minded reople whe
are willing to give every-ne a fair chance., But today many Americans
are afrais - they‘are afraid of crime and they're afraid of riots.
Fear has replaced trust.

Many white Americans fear black Americans and many blacks
fear whites.

And the result is rising tensicn, frustraticn, hate, and
vi~lence.

But before we act cut of frustraticn and fear, let's be calm
and sensible and honest with each cthar.

There are blacks whn break the law.

There are also whites who break the law and both should be
brought to justice and the same kind of justice.

The issue in 1968 is not who is against crime and violence.

The issue in 1968 is whs can -- and will —- do something about
it. Now, I kn~w thasz problems first hand.

Right after I was electéd Maycr of Minneapclis, I went to
Washington to ask the advice of J. Edgar Hoover about cleaning up
crime in Minneanclis.

Mr. Hoover gave me some gond advice. He said, get the best
man that you possibly can for police chief and then give him all
thz support that he necds. New, I followed his reccmmendaticn and
I went back t~ Minneannlis to get the job done and as Mayor, I rode
ar~und that city at night in patrol cars with out nclice cfficers.
I went with them and saw that they clcsed dewn qgambling hcuses
and illegal bars whoso operators have always been able to buy off
somebedy .,

I raised nolice salaries, too, but I insisted on first-class
nolice performance.

I backed my police and I askad the community to back them.

Now, we didn't finish the job overnight, I was threatened more
than once by hoodlums who didn't appreciate the heat.

But we ran the racketeers cut of town and we l2id the founda-
tion for a decent city fer 21l the people -~ and I'm still »roud
of this record. Now, I got results in Minncapolis. And I'1ll get
results for ycu as President of the United States.

But, let's be clear what we'are talking about. Ninety-eiqght
ner cent of our nolice forces are state and local « & % RNOE
Feferal. The basic nolice power, you know,is in your state an? lrcal
government. And, this is in accord with our Constitutional
tradition.

Americans Ann't want a national nclice force that could 1lead
to a peclice state.

But with a Jetermined Federal Government I say that we can
beat crime and we can put down rioting and vislence.

Your President - and your Federal Government -- can give ycur
state and local officials desperately needed heln in ocur battle
anainst crime.

Anl when I am your President they will get this help, I
intend to take the nffensive against crime.

Criminal justice is a three-sten process.

It beqgins with the police.

It proceeds with the courts.

It ends -- if the defendant is quilty -- in priscn

Now, first, a werd -- your loczl pelicemen nced help.

We give them one of the most irportant and difficult jobs in
society -- to balance order and liberty . . . to regulate the
conduct of rebellisus children.and quarrelling counles,and drunken
drivers, and pecple filled with generaticns ~f hate.

And then we nay them, on the average, abnut two-thirds ~f
what is necessary to suprort a family, and we give them seconi-rate



educaticn and training.

Last year over 50,000 jobs fcr police officers just could not
be filled. And chances are that your city is short of police right
ncw,

That's why you are probably ncot getting the protection that
you deserve.

Now, there is a second hard fact that we must face: Our
courts are understaffed, they're overworked and they're cvercrowdled.

In scme cities, two years pass before a criminal case is even
brought te trial. Witnesses die. Ccnvictions are lost. Dangerous
criminals walk the streets awaiting trial.

Now, if the courts were adequately equipped to handle their
workload, justice would be swift and effective.

So, we need to help our courts -- not attack them.

Then, there is this shocking fact:

Of the nearly half-million Americans now in jail and prison,
three ocut of every four will be arrested again for another crime.

Now, if we reduce the number of repeaters by only one-fifth,
we would stop the increase in crime.

If we cut the number of repeaters in half, the crime rate
wculd drop sharnly.

But, the most tragic fact of all is that almost the entire
increase in crime since 1960 has been caused by young people. Last
year. people under 25 committed 88 per cent of the autc thefts . . .

82 per cent of the burglaries . . . and 80 per cent of the arsons.
A majority of crimes against preperty -- burglary, larceny
and car theft -- are committed by young people between the ages,

mind you, of 11 and 17.

But there is onc encouraging fact:

Our bhattle amainst crganized crime is showing results. Last
year the Federal Government indicted a record number of 1,166
persons for organized crime -- compared with cnly 19 in the last
year we had a Renublican Administration.

But the forces of organized crime continue to expand their
activities,

In the face of these recalities, ycu ask them what must be
aone?

Well. the most urgent need is Federal assistance tc states and
cities fcr better pay, professional training, and the most modern
equioment for our law enforcement officers.

Yocur local »ncolice need better technical equipment such as
automatic fingernrint identificaticn systems . . . safe, non-lethal
weapons, . ,» and night visicn and sensor devices like used by the
Army . . . and fast computerizeld information systems and radic and
other communication equipment, such as a pocket-sized walkie-
talkie, especially for fcot patrolmen -- to help speed policemen
to the scene of the crime in the first critical minutes.

Your local police need better prcfessional training, too.

And here the Federal Geovernment has made a start, but more
must be done,

We can establish centers for crime prevention and controal at
every major university. Since 1965 we have already done this at
27 institutions.

We can continue to expand the FBI Naticonal Academy at Quantico,
Virginia. Ik does a good job.

The Federal Government can, and should, help our states to
establish and maintain police training imnstitutions and coonerative
training programs such as the O,eration Ccombine in New Jersey.

We must help our pclice -- through fellowshins and grants --
te obtain in-service training and education,

And citizens must have police alarm call bexes throughout
their city to summon heln ~- just as you have fire alarm boxes to
call the fire department.
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Ancd we must heln cities improve their street lighting -- and
we must 2o it on a national scale. You see, crime drops rapidly
when all the streets are properly lighted. Y!u just ask the citizens
of St. Louis and other cities wherec it has been Adcne.

S5, I shall proncse a nationwide street lighting program. I
shall call in police and lecal officials and the electric utility
industry tc put this program into acticn.

I shall then alsc propose a new National Courts Assistance
Act -- to get our courts the skilled manpower and the efficient
techniques that they need.

An7, I will see that the Federal Gnvernment helps law schools
to train more preosecutors, and public defenders, and other court
cfficers.

I will take the lead in changing our prisons from schoeols for
crime into places where men break the vicious cycle of crime.

And let me be very clear con this next point: Juvenile
offenders must be made to respect the law and their fellow-citizens.
They, and their parents, must understand that if they break the
law, they will have to be punished.

But, this is »nly nart of the story.

We can nrevent juvenile crime through programs strengthening
family ties.

We must provicde jobs for all Americans -- s> that fathers can
raise their children with dignity.

And there is so much more that we can do. We can use our
schonls over the weekends and during vacations, and we can . . .
establish day-care centers to help working mcthers . . . and rehuild
osur cities sc that cur young peonle will nct be ocut of work and out
cf scheel.. . but out of trcuble and off the streets, working and
learning to bacome useful citizens.,

Yes, we must dn everything necessary to protect cur young
nerple and particularly to nrotect them from the terrible tragedy
of drug addiction.

Federal, state and lccal agencies must be mobilized in a
massive cffort tc ston the drug traffic in this country.

This means an incrzase in enforcement nersonnel.

It means nrosecuting druqg neddlers tc the full extent cf the
law.

It means a large-scale program for treating drug addictinon
an? for rehahilitating its victims.

And, we must alsc keep guns out of the hands of criminals, and
drug addicts an? the mentally ill.

Now if the states do not act promptly, I hone they will, I
shall prorose legislation tc the Congress for full registration
and licensing of firearms.

New, as for organized crime, I wruld expand the successful
>rganized crime strike forces within the Department of Justice
and strengthen their efforts thrcugh an increase in perscnnel . . .
2 new nlanning and research unit .- . . and a computerized system
for collecting and ccorrelating all of the intelligence abcut
organized crime.

And I would enlist the help of bLoth legitimate business and
organized labor -- increasingly the targets of organized crime --
in reporting information ahout the syndicate's activities.

For decades, you know, we have shamefully neglected cur law
enforcement agencies.

Now we are reaning the harvest cof this sad neglect.

Revenues available from the local tax base on property are
no longer enough to meet the urgent needs ~f law enfcrcement.

Therefore, I have prcrosed Federal revenue-sharing with the
states and the localities. This will help nrovide more money at the
state and local level.
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But bey-nd this, for a ‘lirect attack against crime itself, I
shall »rorose in January to the Congress a tenfold increase in funds
available under the Safe Streets Act passed this year -- an increase
from 62 million to 620 millicn dollars.

Last year crime cost the ZImerican people 27 billion deollars.
And fcor a small fraction of this amount we can sharply reluce this
tragic loss and we can save lives and prectect property and we can
heln» banish fear.

Now, if Congress approves my request, I promise you that these
funds will Le on their way tc the states and the local nolice
lepartments immediately.

I know these things are not chean.

But a society that asks so much of its police, its ccurts, and
its »risons must he willing to pay the bill.

And the bhill is worth it Dbecause:

Yeur life can be saved.

Your children will be protected.

And, your home will be secure.

New, I will need vour help in getting the approval of the
Congress.

If you are nreparel to heln, tell your Congressman or Senator
now.

Let him know now -- before the election -- so that we can get
this money early in the next session of Congress.

If your Congressman or Senator is not prepared to vcte for
these funds, you should think about veoting for somecne who will.

Now that is the problem of crime. But, there is also the
problem of ricts and discrders.

And I know you are distressed and outraged by the ricts and
disorder in many of our cities. And so am I.

We cannot build a just society in the midst of viclence.

And the hest way tr~ ston riots is to keep them from ever starting.

A Council of Civil Peace would be an effective early warning
system for any trouble that might lie ahe~l. Its job would be to
head cff riots before they began.

But if they @d» break cut, lcoting and burning must -- and
I say, will, be stopnped.

Looters and arsonists must he punishel acccrding to the law
-- and they will be.

The key, ~f course, to stopping riots is immediate mobiliza-
tisn =f the »nlice and Naticnal Guard in sufficient numbers to cnA
the violence in its early stages.

As President. I will »rovide continuocus training for National
Guar” units in ri-t control. teamwork and nplanning.

I will maintain small, highly mecbilized National Guard riot
contrcl units ready for immediate service when needed,

And I will stan® ready tc respond to any legitimate call
from states or cities for military manpower in the event of large-
scale disorders.

But we cannot exnact the police or the Naticnal Guard to
s~lve all of scciety's problems.

We have laws -- and when I am President they will be enforced.

We need crder -- and when I am President we will have order.

But we also need individual liberty and Jjustice, and when I
m President we will have liberty and justice, ton.

any one who serinusly lLelieves that order can exist without
liberty and justice is tragically =-- even dangerously -- misguided.

An? anyone who tells this country -- as Mr. Nixon has --
that pcverty and crime have little or nc relationshin, is fonling
y~u an” himself.

Now, 2ll of us know that noverty, Jdespair, alienaticn have
throcughout hist-ry heen the breeding ground for crime.



- 6 -

And I am nledqged to overcoming these evils -- just as I am
nledged to defeat crime.

On this, too, there can ke no comhrcmise.

All of what I have talked about tonight is nessible and when
I am President, your President, these things will be done,

My two princinal opnonents in this campaign have talked a great
deal about crime and they have nlayed heavily cn fear.

The third party candidate has talked of little else but crime
and race,

And he has anmealed to the fears and the emotions felt by so
many ~f our white citizens.

He has said he weuld take care cf criminals and anarchists.

But he has never told us how -- except tc downgrade our ccurts,
threaten our liberties, or cven run over his enemies with his
autrmobile.

When he was Governor ~f Alabama, he gave the American neople
quite a demonstraticn ~f his kind of law and order.

He decided which courts suited him -- and he disnbeyed the
rest,

He “ecided which judges he liked =-- and he vilified the
cthers.

He decided which laws he preferred -- and he attemnted to defy
others.

The murcer rate in his state was the highest in the country.
And the rate of aqgravated assault was close behind.

I think the American neonle have the richt to ask: If he behaved
this way as Govern-~r of Alabama, how would he behave as the
President of the United States?

Now, my Renublican onronent -- as you would expect, has used
more careful langquage.

But in speech after speech -- on platform after platform ~-
he has nlaved upon the fears and the emoticns of the American
peonle.

Seme of his TV ads and commercials have done exactly the same
thing.

Last week, for examrle, Mr. Nixon released a statement on
crime. It containe? four so-called "major" recommendations.

1is advisors, of ccurse, forgot to tell him that three of
these rec~-mmendations were already part of the Fedleral Government's
nrogram to fight crime.

The cnly new reccmmendation made by Mr. Nixon was to sujggest
a series of nationwide town-hall cconferences »n crime prevention --
just mecre talk about crime and nlenty cf talk we've had,

Well, the time for talking is over. What we need is action.
And we need specific nrograms to do the job.

2nd on this, Mr. Nixon has remained silent.

But Mr. Nixcn's Renublican colleagues in Congress have not
Lbeen silent.,

Eighty-nine per cent of the Republicans in the House s
Renresentatives voted against a Democratic »roncesal to give the
nclicemen in the District of Columbia extra w»ay for ccmpleting
conlleqge-level courses in law enfcercement.

Sixty-six per cent of the Republicans in the Scnate voted
against the Demccratic proposal to prevent extremist grcuns -- like
the Mmerican Nazi Party or the Black Panthers -- from qualifying
as qun dealers in order to stocknile guns at wholesale prices.

An® ninety-five »er cent of the Hcuse Republicans voted against
a Democratic proncsal to create a coordinated, unified Federal
effort to wipe out the narcotics and dangerous drug traffic when
they crnosed the creation of a Federal Bureau ~nf Narcontics and
Dangerous Druas.

I think there is in the imerican veople encugh ccocurage to
resist these anreals to fear . . . and encuch comnassion to reject
renrcssion . . . and encugh wisdom to ignore the demagoques.



America has, we know, seriocus nroblems. This, we know.

But America has a vast majcority of millions ~f pnecnle who
want to snlve these ~rchlems not in anger and recrimination, but in
neace and reconciliaticn and in trust in cne another.

And it is t~ those millions that I apreal.

It is in them that I »ut my faith.

If there is one thing that I have learned as a younqg man, 2as
Mayor of a great city, and then as Senatcr and as Vice President,
it is that nothing comes easy. Problems don't go away because you
want them to go away. Problems aren't scolved by hallyhoc. Problems
are snlved by werk, hard work, rolled-up sleeves work, work of ncot
just cne man, either, but of many men. This has been the expericnce
of cur America. The nroblem of crime and violence is not going to
gc away just hecause we think it is bad and we wish it would go
away. It will gqo away only if we work at it, and this means dedica-
tion, commitment, enersgy, brains, and it means money, more money for
nrolice and more money for equirment.

Now, this country was built by men whe said: "I want to
give my sons and agrandsons scomething better and I will work for it.”

What I offer you is the ormnportunity to —nass cn te your children
and grandchildren a better world than the cne that we inherited.

Nocw, tonight I have talked with you abcut the realities of
crime and vinslence in America. I have told you specifically what
I intende? to do about them as President. I have clear differences
with Mr. Nixon and Mr. Wallace cn this vital issuc as I have c<n the
great issues of Vietnam. of the arms race, of human rights in
Imerica, of the crisis in our cities, of economic and social growth.

For the past eight years Mr. Nixon has called fcr great debates
by the Presidential candidates. Now when challenged to such debates,
he Aucks the issue, as I believe he is ducking the other basic
and vital issues in this campaign. And I ask why is Mr., Nixcn
afrai? to debate? Why does he fear the judagment of the American
nernle?

I call ~n Mr. Nixmn and Mr. Wallace tc join me in open debate,
the three nf us toaether on the same rlatform. I Ao nct believe
the American pernle should trust any man as President if he dare
not trust himself in the free competition of ideas.

We must not let a President be elected by the size of his
advertising budqet or hecause he has more moncy tc spend than the
~ther can’idates. I am willing to put myself and my »rograms and
my ability bhcfore the American recple for judgment. This is an
nhlicatisn that I feel I cwe, and I will meet this cbligation.

I ask the Republican nominee and the third narty canlidate to
An the same. I call »n Governcor Agnew and General LeMay to have
the courage to mect my Vice Presicdential running mate, Senator Ed
Muskie of Maine, in similar cnpen debate.

I say let the peorle hear us. Let the peonle compare. Let
the pecple choose. Let the necnle lecide. Let the American people
be cur jury anl cast their Jdecision and their judament.

In this I ask for your hols and in this I hone that I may merit
your vcte,

Thank ycu.

A
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My fellow Americans, last week I spoke to you about one of the
campaign's major issues- How to achieve peace abroad.

I told you what I will do to end the war in Vietnan if there
is no cease fire and negotiations are not yielding promise by
January 20, 1569,

I told you how I would stop the bombing as a2 step towards peace
= a risk within our national interest =-- and I proposed a cease-
fire, the de -Americanization of the war, and free elections 'in South
Vietnam with everyone taking part.

But, tonight, I want toc speak with you frankly about achieving
peace here 2t home. E

Por this is a time for some straight talk on the issue of
crime and violence and ricts.

Every American has a right to life -- to live in safety
frea from coercion, threat or violence.

N And, all my life I have worked to assuw every American the
C right to live in safety and tc make the mest of himsel€f.

I have discussed ocur common problems With thousands and
thousands of people in hundreds of towns and cities -- leng before
this campaign ever bhegan. I have visited every one of our 50
states. I know America. And I know that Americans want to live in
safety.

I know that husbands want their wives and children to be safe
when they leave for work.

-And I know that mothers want their children to be safe on their
way home frem school.

And I know that merchants want to be safe in their stores.

I know that families -- in cities large and small -- and in
rural America -- want safcty, toos.

Yet, what do we hear and what do we see?

Well, we hear extremists preaching hate and violence.

rnéd we read about robberies and killing.

We see and read abcut ricts, and fire-bombing and sniping. And
we know that all of this is going on in our country. 2nd many
Americans are afraid. ’ ‘e

They wender why more is not being done about it.

And, more can be dene, and when I am.President, more will be

h\'\ LOnDS.
C The first obligatisn of government is to prcvide for the
safety of every American in his home or his neighbcrhood.
urabbing guns, and throwing fire bembs, and cynically‘discreditu
ing America's instituticns and insisting on racial name-calling :
is not progress.
Tc the wiclent fow whe, through their words and ﬂcticns would
- join guerilla movements, I say that you are as mistaken and a
American 2s the extremist white groups that would equally spread fear
and viclence throucghout the land.
anc if this trend towards -guerilla bands and vigilantes
| continues, there is no questicon in my mind but that strong legisla
| is inevitable to stop their activities.
As President I ~ wculd propose such legislaticn.
| We cannot tolerate in America armed terrorist groups of any colar
| nr persuasiomn. :
J on this there can be -- and there will be -- no compromise.
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A candidats f~r Presidant, hcwever, must be hcnest with the

American people, and with all of them.

Mrst Mmericans are decent and they are fair-minded recple whe

are willing to give everyzsne a fair chance. But today many Americans.

are afrais - they'are afraid of crime and they're afraid of riots.'

Fear has replaced trust.

Many white Americans fear black Americans and many blacks

fear whites.

Anc the result is rising tension, frustration, hate, and

vislance,

But before we act ocut of frustraticn and fear, let's be calm

and sensible and h-onest with each other.
There are blacks who bresk the law.

There are alsc whites whe break the law and both should be

brought to justice and the same kind of justice.

The issue in 1968 is not who is against crime and violence.
The issue in 1968 is who can -- and will -- do scemething about

it. Now, I kncow thass problems first hand.

Right after I was electeéd Maycr of Minneapclis, I went to
Washington to ask the advice of J. Edgar Hoover about cleaning up

crime in Minncapolis.

Mr. Hoover gave me some good advice. Ha said, get the best
man that vyou passibly can for palice chief and then give him all
the support that he necds. Now, I followed his reccrmendaticn and
I went back ts Minneapnlis to get.the job done and as Mayor, I rode
arcund that city at night in patrel cars with ocut neclice cofficers.
I went with them and saw that they clcsed acwn gambling hcuses

and illegal bars whosc operators have always been able to buy off

somcbedy.

e

I raised police salaries, too, but I insisted on first-class

.

nolice performance.
I backed my police and I askad the community to back t

hem.

Now, we didn't finish the job cvernight, I was threatened more

than once by hcodlums who didn't appreciate the heat,

s

But w2 ran the racketeers cut of town and we laid the

tradition.

founda-

ticn for a decent city for all the peopla -+ and I'm still proud
of this record. Now, I got results in Minncapolis. And I'1ll get
results for you as President of the United States.

But, let's be clear what we'are taiking about. Ninety-eight
ner cont of our police forces are state and local . . . not
Ferferal. The basic nnlice power, you know,is in your state an’ ioccal
Governmment. And, this is in accord with our Constituticnal

Americans Aon't want a national nolice force that could 1lead

tc a pelice state.
‘ But with a deotermined Federal Government I say that we
beat crime and we can put down rioting and vi~lence.

Your President --- and your Federal Governmant

ainst crime.
And when I am your President. they will get this help.
intend to take the nffensive against crime.
* Criminal justice is a three-sten process.,
It begins with the police. e
It proceads with the courts.
It ends -~ if the @efendant is guilty =-- in prisch
Now, first, a wera -- your local peolicemen nee?d help,
We give them onc
$mci:ty == t2 balance orider and liberty .
tonduct of rebhellisug
F-rivers, and poople filled with generations cf hate.
I @nd then we pay them, on the average, abnout two-thirds
fhat 1S necessary teo supnort a

can

== can give ycur
tate and local officials desperately needed help in cur battle-

% 8

J

I

of the most important and difficult jobs in
«  « €O regulate the
children,and quarrelling counles,and drunken

of

family, and we give them second-ratoe
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educaticn and trzaining,

Last year over 50,000 jzbs fcr police officers just c\)ulfa not
be fillel, And chances are that your city is short of police right
NCW.

That's why yvou are probably not getting the protection that
you descrve. :

Now, there is a seccnd hard fact that we must face: Our

courts are understaffed, they're overwsrked and they're cvercrowdad,

In scme cities, two yecars pass before a criminal case is even
brought te trial. Witnesses die. Ccnvictions are lost. Dangerous
criminals walk the streets awaiting trial.

New, if the courts were adequately eguipped to handle their’

orkload, justice would be swift and effective., .

So, we need to help nur courts -- not attack them.

Then, there is this shocking fact:

Of thg nearly half-million Americans now in jail and prison,
three cut of evéry ' four will be arrested again for another crime.

Now, if we roduce the number of repeaters by only one-fifth,
we would stop the increase in crime.

If we cut the number of repeaters in half, the crime rate
wculd drop sharnly.

But, the most tragic fact of all is that almost the entire
increase in crime since 1960 has been caused by young pecple. Last
year. peonle under 25 committed 88 per cent of the auto thefts . .
82 per cent of the burglaries . . . and 80 per cent of the arsons.,

A majority of crimes against property -- burglary, larceny

ani car theft -- are committed by young people between the ages,

mind you, of 11 and 17.
But there is onc encouraging fact:
Our hattle anainst crganized crime is showing results. Last
ear the Federal Government indicted a record number of 1,166
=1
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persons for crganized crime -- compared with cnly 19 in the last
vear we had a Republican Administration.

But the forces of organized crime ceontinue to expand their
activities,

In the face cof these realities, ycu ask them what must be
2one?

Well. the most urgent need is Federal assistance tc states and
cities for better pay, professional training, and the most modern
aguinment for our law enforcement officers.

Your local nclice necd better technical equipment such zas
automatic fingerprint identification systems . . . safe, nen-lethal
weancns, .« and night vision and senscr fevices like used by the
AERY .‘. and fast comnuterized information systems and radis and
qthcr communication equinment, such as a pocket-sized walkie-

talkie, especially for fcot patrolmen =-= to help speed pclicemen
tﬁ the scene of the crime in the first critical minutes.

Your local police need better prcfessicnal training, tco.

And here the Federal Gevernment has made a start, but morc
nust be done.

~ — We can establish centers for crime preventicn and contrsl at

every major university. Since 1965 we have already done this at
27 institutions,

We can centinue t2 exnand the FBI National Acadenmy at Quantico,

Virginia. Ik does a good job.

The Federal Government can, and snould, help our states to
establish and mzintain police training institutions and cooperative
training nrograms such as the 0,eraticn Cembine in New Jersey

We must help cur peolice -- through fellowshins and thnts s
te chtain in-service training and education.

hnd citizens must have police alarm call boxas throughout
their c1tv to summon helpn -~ just as you have fire alarm Loxes to
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‘ ) And we must heln cities improve their street lichting -- and
we must 4o it on a natisnal scale. You see, crime drops rapidly

when all the streets are properly lighted. Ylu just ask the citizens
cf St. Louis.and other cities where it has been dcna.

825, T shall proncse a nationwide street lighting program. I
shall call in nolice and local officials and the electric utility
"industry tc put this program into acticn.

I shall then alsc propose a new National Courts Assistance
Act ~- to get our ccurts the skilled manpower and the efficient
technigues that they need. ' ' a

An?2, I will see that the Federal Government helps law schools
to train more presecutors, and public defénders, and other court
officers.,

I will take the lead in changing cur prisons from schools for
crime intc places where men break the vicious cycle of crime,

And let me be very clear on this next point: Juvenile
‘offendcrs must be made to respect the law and their fellow-citizens.
They, and their parents, must understandé that if they break the
law, they will have to bé punished.

But, this is only nart of the story.

We can nrevent juvenile crime through programs strengthening
family ties. '

o We must provide jobs for all Americans -- s2 that fathers can
‘ ) raise their children with dignity.

And there is so much mcre that we can do. We can use our
schonls over the weckends and during vecations, and we can . . .
establish day-care conters to help working mcthers . . . and rebuild
sur cities so that ocur young neonle will nct be out of work and cut
cf scheel.. . but out of trcuble and off the streats, working and
learning to bacome useful citizens.

Yes, we must dr everything necessary to protect cur young
neople and particularly to protect them from the terrible tragedy
of drug adciction.

Federal, state and local agencies must he mobilized in a
massive cffort to ston the drug traffic in this country.

This means an increase in enforcement nersonnel.

It means nrosecuting drug peddlers tc the full extent cof the
law. e, waEs TN @

It means a large-scale prcgram for treating drug addictison
an” for rehabhilitating its victims.,

And, we must alsc keep guns cut of the hands <f criminals, and
drug addicts and the mentally ill.

Now if the states do not act promptly, I hope they will, I
shall pronese legislation tc the Congress for full registratien

_ and licensing of firearms.
Y Now, as for organized crime, I wruld expand the successful
‘:;! organizcd crime strike forces within the Denartment of Justice
and strengthen their efforts through an increase in perssnnel . . .
a2 new nlanning and research unit .« . . and a computerized system
for callecting and correlating all of the intelligence abcut
y oxrganizel crime.
Andl I would enlist the help of both legitimate business and
y organized labor -- increasingly the targets of organized crime —-
in repsrting information about the syndicate's activities.
_ For decades, you know, we have shamefully neqglected cur law
| enforcement agencies.
Now we are recaning the harvest of this sad neglect.
Revenues available from the lccal tax base on preperty are
'no longer enough to meet the urgent needs of law enfcrcement.
Therefore, I have proncsed Federal revenua-sharing with the
states and the localities. This will help provide more money at the
| state and local level.
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ut Deyond this, for a direct attack ‘against crime itself, I

shall »ronase in January te the Conqgress a tenfold increase in funds

2vail:blc_un§er the Safe.St;eets Act passed this yzar -- an increase
from 62 million to 620 millicn dollars.

ast year crime cost the Mmerican peonle 27 billinn dellars.
And fcr a small fraction of this amount we can sharply reiucenggzé
tragic loss and we can save lives and protect prspeit& and we can
hel» banish fear.

Now, if Congress anproves my request, I promise you that these
funlds will be on their way to the states and the local police
lepartments immediately. -

I kncw these things are not chean.

But a socicty that asks so much of its pelice, iteMcourt®, ans
its prisons must be willing to nay the bill.

And the bhill is worth it because:

Your life can be saved.

Ycur chiléren will be protected.

And, your hcme will be secure.

Now, I will nee vour help in getting the approval of the
Congress.

If you are prepared to help, tell your Congressman aor Senator

new.

Let him know now -- before the election -- sn that we can qget
this money early in the next session of Conaress.

If your Congressman or Senator is not prepared to vote for
these funds, you should think abeout voting for someone who will.

Now that is the problem ©f crime. But, there is also the
nrablem of ricts and disorders.

An? I know ynou are distressed and outra
disorder in many of our cities. And soc am I
Wa cannot build a just society in the midst of viclence.

And the best way to ston rints is to keep them from ever starting.

A Council of Civil Peace would be an effective early warning
system for any trouble that might lie zhead. Its job would be to
head off riots before they began.

But if they do break cut, looting and burning must -- and
I say, will, be stopped.

Looters and arsonists must he punishel accorxding to the law
-=- an” they will be. .

The key, of course, to stopping riots is immed¥ate mobiliza-
tinn =f the »olice and Naticnal Guard in sufficient numbers to c¢nd
the violence in its early stages.

As President. I will »rovide continuous training for National
Guar? units in riost control. teamwork and planning.

I will maintain small, highly mobilized National Guard riot
contrcl units ready for immediate service when needec.

And T will stand ready te respond to any legitimate call
from states or cities for military manpower in the cvent of large-

ged by the riocts and

scale disorders.
But we cannot exnect the police cr the Naticnal Guard to
snlve 2ll of scciety's problems,
We have laws -- and when I am President they will be enforced.
We need order -- and when I am President we will have order.
put we also need individual liberty and justice, and when I
am President we will have liberty and justice, ton.

Any one who serinusly Lelieves that order can exist without
liberty and justice is tragically -- even danjerously -- misqguided.
And anyone whe tells this country -- as Mr, Nixon has --
that ncoverty and crime have little or nc relationshid, is £coling

y=u and himself,
Now, all of us know that noverty, despair, alieraticn have
throughout history been the breeding ground for crime. .
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And I am pledged to overccming these evils -- just as I am
nledged to defeat crime.

On this, too, there can be ne comnremise

All of what I have talked about tonicht is nossible and when .
I am President, your President, these things will be Jdone,

My two princiral oppcnents in this camnaign have talked a great
dAeal about crime and they have played heavily on fear :

The third narty candidate. has talked cof little clse but crime
ané race.

And he has anmealed te the fears and the emoticns felt by so
many of our white citizens.

He has said he wculd take care of criminals and anarchists.,

But he has never told us how -- except to downgrale cur courts,
threaten our liberties, or cven run over his enemies with his
autrmobile.

then he was Governor of Alabama, he gave the American neople
quite a2 demonstration »f his kind of law and order.

He decided which courts suited him -- and he disnheyed the
rest.

He “ecided which judges he liked -- and he vilified the
others.

He decided which laws he preferred -- and he attemnted to defy
others.

The murcder rate in his state was the highest in the country.
And the rate cof Aﬁqrﬂv*teﬂ assault was close behind,

T think the QAmerican neonle have the richt to ask: If he behaved
this way as Governor of Alabama, how would he behave as the
President of the United States? '

¥ow, my Renublican opnonent -- as y~u woull expect, has used
more careful languege

But in spesech *‘ter speech =-- on platform after platform --
he has nlaved@ upon the fears and the emotions of the Americar
neonle. :

Seme of his TV ads and commercials have done exactly the sanc

’Jl

thing.
Last week, for example, Mr. Nixon released a statement on
crime. I+ contained four so-called "major" recommendaticns.

His advisors, c¢f course, forgot tc tell him that three 2f
those rec~mmendaticns werc already part of the Feleral Government's
nrogram to fight crime.

The cnly new raeccmmendation made Ly Mr. Nixon- was to suggest
a series of nationwide town-hall conferences on crime prevention --
just more talk about crime and nrlenty cf talk we’ve had.

Well, the time for talking is over. What we need is nctlﬁn.

... And we need snecific nrograms to do the job.

2nd on this. Mr. Nixon has rcemained silent

But Mr. Nixen's Renublican colleagues in Congress have not
been silent.

Eighty-nine per cent of the Republicans in the House of
Rerrescntatives voted against a Democratic =ronosal to agive the_ .
nolicemen in the District of Columbia extra pay for completing
college-level courses in law enforcement.

Sixty-six ner cent of the Republicans in the Scnate voted
against the Demccratic prepesal to nrevent extremist grcuns -—-— like
the American Nazi Party or the Black Panthers -- from gualifving
as gqun dealers in order to stocknile guns at whelasale nrices.

And ninety-five ner cent cf the Hcuse Repui slicans voted 1~ainst

a Democratic proncsal t® create a coeordinated, unified Federal
effort te wipe ocut the narcotics and dangerocus adrug traffic when
they cpnosed the creation of a Federal Bureau of Narcotics and
Dangerous Druas. -

T think there is in the imérican vecple entugh courage to
resist these anreals to fear . . . and encurh comnassion tn reject
renression . . . and encugh wisdom to ignore the demagogues.
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Imerica has, we know, serious problems. This, we know,

3ut America has a vast majority of millions ~f pecnle who
want to solve these =rchlems not in anqger and recrimination, but in
meace and reeconciliatisn and in trust in one another.

And it is t» those millions that I aprcal.

It is in them that I rut my faith.

If there is one thing that I have learned a
Mayor of a great city, and then as Senator and as Vice President,
it is that nothing comes easy. Proklems don't go away because you
want them to go away. Problems aren't solved by hallyhocc. Prollems
are s~lved by werk, hard work, rolled-up sleeves work, work of not
just cne man, either, but of many men. This has been the expericnce
of ~ur America. The problem of crime and violence is not geing to
qc away .just because we think it is bad and we wish it would g2
away. It will go away only if we work at it, and this means dedica-
tion, commitment, enerqgy, brains, and it means money, more money for
nolice and more monecy for equirment. _

Now, this country was built by men whe said: "I want to
qive my sons and arandsons scmething better and I will work for % G

What I offer you is the opportunity to nass cn to your children
and grandchildren a better world than the cone that we inherited.

New, tonight I have talked with you abcut the realities of
crima and violence in America. I have told you specifically what
I intende? to do about them as President. I have clear differences
with Mr. Nixon and Mr. Wallace on this vital issuc as I have cn the
great issues of Vietnam, cf the arms race, of human rights in
rmerica, of the crisis in our cities, of econsmic and social growth.

For the past eight years Mr, Nixen has called fcr great Jebates
by the Presidential candidates. Now when challenged to such Jdebates,
he Aucks the issue, as I believe he is ducking the other basic
and vital issues in this camnaign. nnd I ask why is Mr. Nixcn
afrail to debate? Why does he fear the judgment of the Imerican
necnle?

I call ~n Mr. Nixon and Mr. Wallace to join me in open debate,
the' thrae nf us toagether on the same ﬁlataorm. I dc nct believe
the American penrle should trust any man as President if he dare
not trust himself in the free C“ﬂﬂutltlﬁn of ideas. .

Yo must not let a President be elected by the size of Hls

n

a young man, as

O wn

advertising budqcet or because he has moxe money tc spend than the

~ther can’ifates. I am willing to put myself and my »rograms and,
my ability bcfore the American recple for judgment. This is an
ohligation that I feel I cwe, and I will meet this cbligaticn,

I ask the Repuklican neominee .and the third narty <candidate to
I call on Governcr Agnew and General LeMay to have

[H

)
pos
o
o
N O
e

the courage to mect my Vice Presidential running mate, Senater Ed
Muskic of Maine, in similar open debate.

I say let the peorle hear us. Let the people compare. Let
the neecnle choose. Let the aecnle decide. Let the American peonle
be cur jury and cast their decision and their judament.

In this I ask for your haln and in this I hone that I may merit
your vote.

Thank ycu.

$ 4 4 4 i _ :
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Last \;jeek I spoke to youpbout one of the campgign's maj or S/

issues: ow to achieve. peace\abroad,

I told you what ¥ will do to efd the war in Vietna if there %

no cease fire 2nd negotiations are\not/yielding promisde by J&nuary 20,

1969'
I told you howY would stop the bombing as a step tgward peace ==

a risk/within our natignal ifterest == and\] proposed a celse-fire,

the/de~Americanization of the war, and free elegfions in South _

ietnam with e
/-'-"__ b —r T e —

-/]« "~ Tonight, I want tc speak with you frankly about achieving

f
; peace here at home,

For this is a time for straight talk on the issue of crime and

viclence and riots,

l Every American has a right to life == to live in safety ==
free from coercion, threat or violence. —_—
T A T e e

__f_

-— e

Allfmy life I have fought to assyre every American the right

to live iff safety and to make the most of himself,

I haye discussed our common prdblems with thous s of

people inthundreds of towns and cities %~ long before thisjcampaign

began., I Rave visited every one of ocur states. I know fimerica.

I kno that Americans want to live in‘safety. -“
\

I know that husbands want their wives aRd children to bBe safe

E

I know mothers want their children to be safe on their

when they leaye for work.

way home from .':*i__: chool. i

I know that mierchants want to be safe in theif stores.
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I know that families |\=~ in cities large and small == and in

rural America ~:- want saf
Yet, what do we §ee
We hear extremists p ee;ching hate ra'm'.'i violence,
We read about robberyj and killingf’;;

iots, fire=bombing and sniping. /

We know all of this is goi\ng n in o_dr country. And many

We see and read a t

Americans are afraid,

calling is not progress.

To the violent few J O, throxfgh their words and actions

would join guerilla mov ments, I say that you are as mistaken

and anti-American as the extremist white groups that would

equally spread fear a.nJ violence through the land.

{ \
If this trend towa;;'d guerilla bands and vigilantes continues,
there is no questicn uT my mind but that strong legislation is
\

i
inevitable to stop their activities. \

As President 1 vﬁould propose such legisla\tixl,
: N\

We cannot tole\fate in America armed terrorist\\

groups of any colorgor persuasion,

- e o o 3 e K A T

an be ==t ere Will be ==

'): 5( A cand:date for F resident must be honest with the American
et O — !
people == all of them.




Most Americans are decent, fair-minded people who are willing to
give everyone a fair chance, But today many Americans are afraid --
afraid of crime-=-afraid of riots. Fear has replaced trust,

Many white Americans fear black Ame ricans. Many blacks fear
whites,

And the result is rising tension, frustration, hate, and violence.

But before we act out of frustration and fear, let's be calm and
sensible and honest with each other,

There are blacks who break the law,

There are also whites who break the law, Both should be brought
to justice--the same justice.

Wﬁvé s-=both as to the fears which grip

many Americans today--and as to the sources of crime and violence in

America. ‘,"‘J:

I want to say toniéht to every mother and every father, to every son
and every daughter, we must stop the muggings, the murders and the
violence,

Americans ___s"-hould no longer be afraid to ride a bus or subway at night--
or walk down gﬁ;reets to visit their neighbor,

A park /q&xs.ould be a safe haven=-~not a place of danger.

We car_ri:lot have a country where bus drivers are afraid to carry cashe=-
where ta.xi'l cab drivers have to carry guns and lead pipes in order to
protect tﬁemselves.

We must stop these outrages.

Whatever the cost, it must be done.
~——Phet55uc in 1968 is not who is against crime and violence.

The issue in 1968 is who can ==and will -- do something about it,

I know these problems first hand,

Right after I was elected Mayor of Minneapolis, I came to Washington

to ask the advice of J, Edgar Hoover about cleaning up crime in Minne-

apolis,



Mr. Hoover gave me some good advice= - get the best man you can
for police chief and then give him all the support he needs, I followed
his recommendation and I went back to Minneapolis to get the job done.

As Mayor, I rode around the city at night in patrol cars with our
police officers., I went with them and saw that they closed down gambling
houses and illegal bars whose operators had always been able to buy off
somebody.

I raised police salaries == and I insisted on first-class performance.

I backed my police and I asked the community to back them.,

We didn't finish the job overnight, I was shot at more than oncc by
hoodlums who didn't appreciate the heat.

But we ran the racketcers out of town and laid the foundations for a -
decent city for all the people =~ and I'm still proud of this record.

I got results in Minneapolis, And I'll get results as President
of the United States,

But let's be quite clear what we're talking about. Ninety-eight per
cent of our police force are state and local ... not federal, The basic
police power is in your states and local governments. This is in accord
with our Constitutional tradition,

Americans don't want a national police force. That could lead to a
police state.

And we won't have a police state if I am your President,

But with a determined federal government I say we can beat crime
and put down rioting and viclence,

Your President -~ and your federal government -- can give your
state and local officials desperately needed help in our battle against crime,

If I am President, they will get this help, I intend to take the offen-

sive against crime.

Criminal justice is a threc=stép process.,



It begins with the police.

It proceeds with the courts,

It ends ~- if the defendant is guilty == in prison,

First, your local policemen need help.

We give them one of the most important and difficult jobs in society ==
to balance order and liberty ... to regulate the conduct of rebellious
children ... quarrelling couples ..., drunken drivers, and pcople filled
with generations cf hate.

Then we pay them, on the average, two=thirds of what is necessary
to support a family, and we give them cducation and training more appro=
priate to skilled laborers than professionals.,

Last year over 50 thousand jobs for police cfficers could not be filled.

Chances are your city is short of police right now,

That's why you are probably not getting the protection you deserve.

There is a second hard fact we must face: Our courts are under -

staffed, overworked and overcrowded,

In some cities, two years pass before a criminal case is brought to
trial, Witnesses die and convictions are lost, Dangerous criminals walk
the streets awaiting trial.

If the courts were adequately equipped to handle their workload,
justice would be both swift and effective,

We need to help our courts == not attack them,

Then, there is this shocking fact:

Of the nearly half-million Americans now in jail and pris on, three

out of four will be arrested again for another crime,

If we reduced the number of repeaters by only one=fifth, we would
stop the increase in crime.

If we cut the number of repeaters in half, the crime rate would
drop sharply.

The most tragic fact of all is that almost the entire increase in

crime since 1960 has been caused by young pecple, Last year people




under 25 committed 88 percent of the auto thefts ... 82 per cent of the
burglaries's.. and 80 per cent of the arsons.

A majority of crimes against property -- burglary, larceny and car
theft ~= are committed by young people between the ages of 11 and 17,

But there is one encouraging fact:

Our battle against organized crime is showing results. Last year

the federal government indicted a record number of 1,166 persons for
organized crime --: compared with only 19 in the last year we had a
Republican Administration.
But the forces of organized crime continue to expand their activities,
% ok ok % % X

In the face of th se realities, what must be done?

The most urgent need is federal assistance tc states and cities for
better pay, professional training, and the most modern equipment for
our law enforcement officers.

Your local police need better technical equipment such as automatic
fingerprint identification systems ... safe, non-lethal weapons ...
night vision and sensor devices used by the Army ... fast computerized
information systems and radio and other communication equipment,
such as pocket-sized walkie~talkies, especially for foot patrolmen =-
to help speed policemen to the scene of the crime in the first critical
minutes,

Your local police need better professional training,

Here the federal government has made a start, but more must be done,

We can establish centers for crime prevention and control at every

major university, Since 1965 we have already done this at 27 institutions,

We can continue to expand the FBI National Academy at Quantico,
Virginia,
The federal government can, and should, help our states to establish

and maintain police training institutes and cooperative training programs



such as Operation Corhbine in New Jersey.

We must help our police-:through fellowships and grants=--
to obtain in-service training and education,

Citizens must have police alarm call boxes throughout their
city to summeon help=~just as fire alarm boxes call the fire
department,

We must help cities improve their street lighting--and we
must do it on 2 national scale, Crime drops rapidly when all
streets are properly lighted-:just ask the citizens of St. Louis
and other cities where it has been done.

I shall propose a nation-wide street lighting program. I
shall call in local and police officials and the electrical utility
industry to put this program into action,

I shall propose a new Naticnal Courts Assistance Act-:to
give ocur courts the skilled manpower and efficient techniques
they need.

I will see that the federal government helps law schools to
train more prosecutors, public defenders, and other court
officers...advises local courts on the use of modern computerized
equipment. ..and provides substantial aid for reform of state and
local criminal courts,

I will take the lead in changing our prisons from schools for
crime into places where men break the cycle of crime,

And let me be very clear on this next point: Juvenile criminal s
must be made to respect the law and their fellow-citizens, They,
and their parents, must understand that if they break the law, they
will be punished.,

But this is only part of the story.

We can prevent juvenile crime through programs strengthening

family ties,
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We must provide jobs for all Americans -~ SO that fathers can
raise their children with dignity.

And there is much more we can do, We can use our schools over
weekends and during vacations. ., establish day-care centers to help
working mothers. .. and rebuild our cities so that our young people
will not be out of work and out of school. ..but out of trouble and .
off the streets, working and learning to become useful citizens.

We must do everything necessary to protect our young people
from the tragedy of drug addiction.

Federal, state and local agencies must be mobilized in a massive
effort to stop the drug traffic in this country.

This means an increase in enforcement personnel.

It means prosecuting drug peddlers to the full extent of the law.

It means a large-scale program for treating drug addiction and
for rehabilitating its victims.

We must also keep guns out of the hands of criminals, drug
addicts and the mentally ills.

If the states do not act promptly, I shall propose legislation
to the Congress for full registration and licensing of firearms.

As for organized crime, I would expand the successful organized
crime strike forces within the Department of Justice and strengthen
their efforts through an increase in personnel...a new planning and
research unit. .. and a computerized system for collecting and
correlating intelligence about organized crime.

I would enlist the help of both legitimate business and labor --
increasingly the targets of organized crime -~ in reporting information
about the Syndicate's activites,

A

For decades we have shamefully neglected our law enforcement

agencies,

Now we are reaping the harvest of this neglect.
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Revenues available from the local tax base on property are no
longer enough to meet the urgent-needs cf law enforcement.

I propose federa revenue~-sharing with the states and localities,
This will help provide more rnaney at the state and local level,

Beyond this, a direct attack against crime itself, 1 shall
propose in January to the Congress a tenfold increase in funds
available under the Safe Streets Act passed this year=--an increase
from 62 million to 620 million dcllars,

Last year crime cost the American people 27 billion dollars,
For a small fraction of this amount we can sharply reduce this
tragic loss.,.save lives...protect property and help banish fear.

If Congress approves my request, I promise you that these
funds wi 11 be on their way to the states and to local police departments
immediat ely.

These things are not cheap.

But a society that asks so much of its police, its courts, and its
priscns must be willing to pay the bill,

And the bill is worth paying because:

Your life can be saved.

Your children will be protected.

Your hcme will be secure.

I will need your help in getting the approval of the Congress,

If you are prepared to help, tell your »Congressman cr Senator
now.

Let him know now--_before the election~-~so that we can get
this money early in the next session of Congress,

If your Congressman or Senator is not prepared to vote for
these funds, you shcould think about voting for someone who will,

That is the problem of crime, There is also the problem of

riots and disorders.
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I know you are distressed and cutraged by the ricts and disorders

in many of our cities, And soam ],

We cannot build a just society in the midst of viclence,

The best way to -stop =t riots is to keep them from starting.

To do that, I propose the establishment of Councils of Civil
Peace in our stat es and cities,

They would be organized at state and metropolitan 1eve1-;
including representation from 2all racial, religious and economic
groups, as well as the state attorney general's office...the National
Guard,..law enforcement agencies and local government,

A Council of Civil Peace would be an effective early-warning
system for any trouble that might lic ahead. Its job would be to
head it off before it began.

But if they do break out, looting and burning must-:and will==
be stopped.

Looters and arsonists must be punished according to the law--;
and they will be,

The key to stopping riots is immediate mobilization of police
and Nat ional Guard in sufficient numbers to end the viclence in its
early stages,

As President, I will provide continuous training for National
Guard units in riot control, teamwork and planning,

I will maintain small, highly-mcbile National Guard riot control
units teady for immediate service when needed,

I will stand ready to respond to any legitimate call from states

or cities for military manpower in the event of large=-scale disorders.
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But we cannot expect police or National Guard to solve all of
society's problems.

We have laws -- and if I am President they will be enforced.

We need order -- and if I am President we will have order.

But we also need individual liberty and justice, too.

Any one who seriously believes that order can exist without
liberty and justice is tragically -- even dangerously -- misguided.

And anyone who tells this country -- as Mr. Nixon has --
that poverty and crime have little or no relationship, is foding
you and himself.

All of us know that poverty.,..despair and alienation have
throughout history been the breeding ground for crime.

I am pledged to overcoming these evils -- just as I am pledged to
defeat crime.

On this, too, there can be no compromise.

%ol %

All of what I have talked about tonight is possible. If I am
President, these things will be done.

This I pledge to you tonight.

My two principal opponents in this campaign have talked a great
deal about crime and played heavily on fear,

The third party candidate, George Wallace has talked of little
else but crime and race.

George Wallace has appealed to the fears and emotions felt by
so many of our white citizens,

He has said he would take care of criminals and anarchists,

But he has never told us how -~ except to downgrade our courts,

threaten our liberties, or run over his enemies with his automobile,
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Whehn he was Governor of Alabama, he gave the American people
quite a demonstration of law and order,

He decided which courts suited him -- and disobeyed the rest.

He detided which judges he liked -- and vilified the others.

He decided which laws he preferred -- and attempted to defy
others.

The murder rate in his state was the highest in the country. The
rate of aggravated assault was close behind.

I think the American people have the right to ask: If he behaved
this way as Governor of Alabama, how would he behave as President of
the United States ?

My Republican opponent -- Richard Nixon -- has used more
careful language.

But in speech after speech -- on platform after platform -- he
has played upon the fears and emotions of the American people.

Some of his TV ads and commercials have done exactly the same
thing,

Last week, Mr. Nixon released a statement on crime. It contained
four so-called "major'" recommendations.

Mr, Nixon's advisers forgot to tell him that three of his
recommendations were already part of the federal government's
program to fight crime.

The only new recommendation made by Mr., Nixon was to suggest
a series of nationwide town-hall conferences on crime prevention --
more talk about crime.

The time for talking is over. We need action. And we need
specific programs to do the job.

On this, Mr. Nixon remains silent.

But Mr. Nixon's Republican colleagues in Congress have not been

silent.
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Eighty -nine per cent of the Republicans in the House of
Representatives voted against a Democratic proposal to give
policemen in the District of Columbia extra pay for completing
college=level courses in law enforcement.

That's how the Nixon-Republicans support local police in the
District of Cclumbia,

Sixty-six per cent of the Republicans in the Senate voted
against a Democratic proposal to prevent extremist groups=--like the
American Nazi Party or the Black Panthers=--from qualifying as gun
dealers in order to stockpile guns at wholesale prices.

That's how the Nixon-Republicans keep guns out of the hands of
irresponsible radicals and extremists.

And ninety-five per cent of the House Republicans voted against
a Democratic proposal to create a coordinated, unified federal
effort to wipe out the narcotics and dangerous-«drug traffic when they
oppcsed the creation of a Federal Burcau of Narcotics and Dangerous
Drugs.

R

I think there is in the Amecrican people enough courage to resist
appeals to fear...encugh compassion to reject repression,..and enough
wisdom to ignore the demogegues.

I once again challenge my Republican opponent and the Third
Party candidate to meet with me on national television before the
American pcople to debate these issues honestly and openly.

The American people have a right to know exactly what ecach

candidate will do about our country's problems if he is elected.



-14 -

America has serious problems.

But America has a vast majority of millions of people who want
to solve these problems not in anger and recrimination, but in peace
and reconciliation.

It is to those millions that I appeal.

It is to them that I put my faith,

We have laws.

If I am President, they l"_’:l_l be enforced. We need order.

If I am President, we _gr_ill__have order.

And we need individual liberty., And if I am President, we will
have liberty too.

The great work of civilization has always been to maintain both
order and individual liberty in the same society.

What is at stake in this Presidential election is the character of
American society for years to come.

Ours is the greatest political system on earth.

It is the noblest, freest social system yet devised,

If the voices of bigotry and fear prevail, we can lose everything
we have labored so hard to build,

I can offer you no easy solutions, There are none.

I offer you no hiding place, There is none.

I offer you the conviction of a lifetime that America can and must
act decisively to assure personal security without compromising
either personal freedom or individual liberty,

I say we can do it,

I ask for your help and your vote.

# # # # #



}4%«" y//"-} __ﬁlbﬂj Euss 10-10-68 /;%
) 4 e _ .

SPECIAL STATEMENT TO THE PEOPLE OF CINCINNATI M

What happens to American cities happens to America.

Local government today faces one of the most exciting challenges
in kke history--x to build cities ;g:::;;h-people may live in
safety, in dignity, and in comfort and to create a ==z society'
which respects and protects these rights.

As the former mayor of a great city, as the President's
liason with American cities over thepast x four years, I am
familiar with the problems and the promise of urban szmx society.

I know what is needed.

We need local governments that are strong enough to face the
challenge.

We need national leadership that xmxmgrxxEx will suppfort,

not stifle local initiative,

-
snnceesSsSary—intervenrtion—in lecal—degision—making.

We need private enterprise that accepts its own responsibility
for urban development,ar#x that willl play a cooperative role in

providing new opportunlioes for the inner city.
haueguiéé;ﬂ; -
I a thmem-part formula of federal support to

enable local goverments better to meet the needs of their citizens.
q?lt is a program that will make a difference in Cincinnati.

First, a National Urban Development Bank which would sell

stocks and federally-guaranteed bonds to private investors.

Those funds would then be re-lent at federally subsidized rates

to local governments, school districts, hou&ing authorities and
private undertakings designed to serve public needs. Such a bank
weHidxpakexpEEsxkiexa could convert a relatively low federal exXpens

(Nvestment
dmtn:eqlnto a high rate of urband development.

Second, a program of federal support for our local police >
W‘\*"‘ W SQQJM

/

forces, to enable them to do the job we ask them to dod Eedersil
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Third, increased and expanded federal support for education.

Local districts simply cannot bear the entire burden of complete
education from pre-school through college or vocational training.
I also advocate an &sdum Adult Oﬁportunity Act to give new hope to
the thousands of adults whose lack of education bars them from
full participation in our national economic abundance.

Fourth, a new policy of tax-sharing to qlve state and local
5_,(' _.)"'r'1' .'_.r—L

governments access to rising federal revenues. Where local tax
bt Sl i NS A =

aascer—

bases have not expanded, mﬁg.money-féﬁapfegrame éﬁﬁi come from

drastically increased tax rates--a serious burden on local resi-
muw fedual

dents. Theseyfunds would contribute greatly to meeting the local

priorities of education, welfare, health and housing. _

With the cooperation of federal, state and local govenrments,
and the commitment of your private s=mkmm sector, Cincinnati has
already done a great deal. I have seen the redevelopment of
your inner city; I have heard of programs to rebuild deteriorating
neighborhoods and to hire and train the jobless.

Together we can do more--and shape a new progress for the

American city.
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