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REMARKS Of' 
VICE E'FFSIDEtJT P.UDEPT E. Hm'-:->}fR~V 

~FF~ING WITH NEGqQ LEnnEnfPIP 

Em~ire '"'"'""'JT'. 

Chase Park ~laza H"tel 
St. L~uis, Miss~uri 
TuesGay, Octr~er 15, 1 968 

Just ~ef-:-:-re I came here, ""ne nf my qn~r1, verv cnmnetent aices 

gave me a stack ~ f car~s an~ sai~ I want ynu tr kn~w every~~~y 
that is q~ ing t0 te there, and I have been runnina thrnu"h thnse 
car"'s that quick ~ut I c..P.l o-:: ing tr nut theM in my· nncket ~€cause, 

first ~f all, I d0n't really need t~ kn~w y~u ~y first name . I 

just neec. t -:: knr'\v that v-re are in c.. C'Jffim':'l n cause c:.nr1 that '·v€: have 

W0rk t ') d') anc that is what is ffi')St imn~rtant. 
I am qoinq t~ take a very little ~f ynur ti~e ~ut the time that 

we can have t naeth9r here can have a ~reat ~eal t~ ~r a~~ut time 
. J 

fr rm here -:: n nut. I spoke this ffi')rnina in Yansas City t" a 
c ollege, R0ckhurst Crlleqe, anc I talkef as ulainlv a s I c0ulc 
ab~ut some o f the rifficulties, the prn~leMS that c cnfr~nt this 
naticn. And I am qning tr tell yru just what I tol0 them }1ecause 
I 3J!l. q0ing to tell the la}Y' r ~"Vcm~nt when I 0° t0 theM t"ni0ht 
just what I t 0ld these ynunq pecple. I have res0lvef that I will 

give c-ne messaqe ano. 1hen it cones tr humc.n relati.,ns t0 all 
pe~~ l~ nn matter where I q0. 

'!'here are· a n\L'nher 0f white f.merica.ns that sc..v this fell,...,,., 
Hubert Humphrey is just s0 intereste~ in the ~lc..ck Man that all 

he is g0 ina tr cr is see that every privileae an~ every rp~~rtunity 

in this country goes t~the black man at th~ expense nf the white ~an. 
There a re s oMe black Men that say that is n0 t true. An~ thev say 

t n the contrary. There are s ome t,.,orkers \vhr say, \'rell, this 
fellG\v Eubeort Hunphrey, is sc interester~ in l"!ettinq a j ")1; f"'1r 

s 2me y-:-ung man 0r younq Hernan that lives in 2. '1hett':l t:'r in a slurn 
tha t by gettinq that fellr.w this j sh , frequentl" it is a ~eMber ~f 
a rninDri ty qr0up, rcth \lhi te and/or black man or ~1exican-.l\merican, 

some0ne that hasn't had a hreak, hasn't ha0 a chance. ~Y aettina 
that person a j 0h he threatens my j0!J. An~ that is what we call 
the qcssip. 

You and I knDW that there is s~me nf t hat q0ssin. That 
is what George Wallace fee~s ')n. Make n0 mista~e ab0ut it. 

Now, how d0 we answer that? The answer to it is that we drn't 

nee~ t o have an economy in t his cc untry in which we fiqht e-ver j0bs. 

We need t c have an economy in this countrv in ~hich we are l0okin0 

f or people f0r work. 
(.Applause) 
Ane as I said t 0 a Man that was tellinc Me what the talk was, 

he saic , here is why y0u are in tr'Juble, ~r. Pum .hrey. I saif, 
well, listen, I want t0 tell you what -- if ynu heln me, here is 

what is q0ing t o hanoen. v~u are a hlue colla r w~ite worker. Now, 
if a few more pe0ple get a j0b ri0ht behinr vnu, that rrivesv~u 
m0re seniority. Instead rf hurtinq y0u it helns vou. 

Ane then, every tiMe we add an0theL man on the jc~ list that 
pushes you up the lade er. Ane what this cnuntrv has tc rre t down tr 

uneerstand is that we have never even tapned the potential n~ this 
nation. 

We have aot a lot of small thinkers in this country. ~e have 
people here that believe that, you kn0~r, it is nev~r aoinc to aet 

any b igger, never goin'1 to et any better, there is never anythin~ 
0oinq to happen any different and we have a0t a lot 0f pe0cle that 

are angry that it has hc..?pene~ as Much as it has. 
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Now, I want it very clear as I t0l~ this g roup of stu~ents 
t oday, an~ there were Many others besi8es stueents the re, I ~as aske~ 
a question, Mr. Humphrey, your oppositinn says that you are aoina 
t c spend more o n ecucation, you are qoinq t o spend roore0n thes~ 
prog rams t o c ombat poverty, y ou are going t o s pend m~re o n these 
programs a nc cities, you are qoinq t o snen~ more anc ~ore, is that 
ri~ht? I said, that is riqht. That is riqht. And I will tell you 
·Nhat is goinq to hannen. I ,,.,ill tell yo u ~vhat has hapnenec. 

First of all, in the last five years, ten rnillinn nmericans 
have walked out o f poverty, hcinq self-resnectinq, self-sustainina, 
t axpayinq reliab le citizens. Those ten millio n r ·efore ~ve re 0 n 
relief, on welfare. They were a b urden t o thems e lves, a l:lurd.en 
t o their c ommuni ties, a burr:' en t o t!1e ir natio n. Thev t:Jere unhanoy. 

Now , are we better o ff or not? If we invest m0 nies in 
e ducati0n , if we inves t Money into job trainina -- ~ost of the 
people we are talkinq about need a basic e~ucation. Pe a ren ' t evpn 
talking higher education yet. ~e are talkin~ a~0ut basics. ~hey 
neee skills. They neee attention. They neec c o unselina. A ~an tha t 
has never had a job in hislife coesn't know how to ho le a joh. 
A man t hat has never han any industria l e x 9erie nce noesn't knnw 
how t o ~ork in a plant. 

It is go ing t o take time. But I tell you that f o r every 
dollar that we put into trainina and job placement, we will oet it 
back a gain and again in that little nld svstem that we call the 
withholding tax. Time after time. It come s 0ac k clio, clip, clio, 
clip , clip, clin, clip . You and I kn0w it. 

New , what we have ao t t c cc is t o take a messaqe tn everybody. 
I want t o say t'J you t oc.ay that I neec. your h<:c ln, not just 1;oJith 
t he members 0f y'.:mr c or:ununi ty. I neef y0ur help in the total 
con~unity. Y0u have got to gc on out as you have a n0. just talk t o 
~orne people wh0 t oday are friahtenea . You knew what they a re 
r eally frightened ab0ut? It isn't just law an~ 0rder . They a re 
just frightened about a job, t hey are friahtene~ a~cut can they nay 
their mortgage? Is somebody qo ing t o push them out and sc on . 

How r i d iculous. 
This co untry is qoinq to have a trilli0n collar economy in 

four years. You are going to be l ookina for neonle t o work, tha t 
is , unless like the Repurlicans. 

(. _pp lause) 
And I mea_n 

e c onomic adviser 
price stability, 
unemployment. 

just 
said 
tha t 

that. I sa'v the o ther r~av ':.vhere ~r. r ixon ' s 
tha t he thought that i n or1er t o 0et so~e ~ore 
we ought t o have a little hiqher rate of 

Now , whose job is he t a lkina ahout? Just qo e n ~ut now a nd 
just take that. 

Now, this same man once said that until you reach the fi crure 
of 4-1/2 mi llion une~ployerl, there wasn't r eally a ny danqer. ~ow , 
if you are one o~ the 4-1/2 million there is a l o t o f ~an~er. 

Nm>~, ~>~hat fig ure ~oynu mean that, ~ 1r . . ~ ixon, you ourrht t o 
have a little higher? Pive and a half millicn? In 1961 there were 
seven millio n unemploye~ in this c o untry. Ther e were a lot o f t hem 
in St. Louis, too. Since 1961, 12 ~i~~ion people have walked out o f 
poverty. Since 196 4 , f ive milli~ n have , I mean, ten ~illion have. 
Fe have nine mil lin n new j cbs. No, \va i t a minute. r·re have 12 
million new j obs e ver and above that. 

Nmv , much of our p r o)Jlern. that ~ ,re talk about t0~.ay is essentiallv 
economic, competition. Now, there is a l o t o f -- thereare t wo 
ways to live. You can either -- ycu know, when the family crets 
bigger, y ou have got more c h ild ren , if you just c ontinue t o Make t~e 
same s ize p ie, mother, the kiC.s are qo ina to a Pt mail. Thev are 
goinq t o fight over the size of thepie. So, when you start - - ~en 
you have three children , the n you qe t six, vou have qat t o net a 
b igger pie tin. You make a b iager pie. So tha t each c hile 0ets the 
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same piece of pie that he would have qotten if there. har cnly been 

three. 
f\fhat vTe are trying to do is build 2. birrc.rer !\r.lerica, biqaer, 

better schools, more teachers, mere schoo ls, more hnspitals, more 

doctors, more nurses, and what foes that Mean? That means we have 

got to look for people to fill those ~ositions. 

I am here to tell y0u that the hest is vet to he fnund in 

this country. I believe this as my nar.1e is Hubert PUMphrey. I 

think the greatest talent in America is yet t0 be discovere~. 

Do you realize that some o f the oreatest talent in this 

c ountry today are the chilcren of the po0r? A n~ I mean real po r. 

I am a chile of a poo r fa'Ylily hut I am not that ocor. I knmv that. 

(Applause) 
I am goinq to talk very frankly to you. I say thatso!Jie of 

the greatest literary ~enius today carne from the black com~unity 

of the ghetto, riaht out of there. 
(Applause) 

Some o f the qreatest crarnatic talent, soMe of the are~test athletic 

talent, some of the greatest architectural talent, some of the 

greatest educator talent, came from families that Nere abjectlv 

poor, poverty ridden. 
Ladies and gentlemen, that only tells you that there is 

a golc mine there. ~hat we nee~ to 8o is to ~evelop it. We have 

millions of people in this country that have never han a chanc~. 

And once we give theM a chance, this country is acing to hu~, and 

instead of having people afrai~, it is like the fellow, you kno~, 

when the automobile came in, the man that had the live ry stable, 

he ·v;a s oppose..: L-=> ·c.11e .: .• u ·cc..' TitO.' ,.._..Lc.. L ::: ·~ .:_ _;_ ._, _;_ '- r~ i:i..l .: .. :uir. :111 

business insteac: of knm11inq that he coulo 0~~m a aarage anc sell 

cars. 
':'his is true all the tiP".e. r:.1hen automatirm came in the 

plants, many workers said it will take my job. It cidn't take 

his job at all. It ease~ his job, improve~ his waaes and it made 

more money for manag~ment. And what we need to ca is qet a s~n~e 

of vision. I am going to be the President of all t he people if I 

have a chance, of all of the people in this country. 

(l1.pplause) 
And I want you to know something else. I fo not inten~ in 

orcer to win this election to compromise a li~eti~e of C.eC.ication to 

the cause of human riqhts. That ~as been MY life. 

{l\.pplause) 
I know the re are some pecple that say I 2m not militant 

enough. It isn't a question of beina militant. It is a question of 

being effective. That is what is i mp0rtant. ~nyb0C.y can 0e militant. 

~hat is important is what do you ~o? Dhat do y0u accomnlish? 1 

good i~ea is no qood unless it works. You can go out anc w~ve 

your arms and you can scream and holler anc you can f.ennunce people, 

black or white, it d0esn't prove you amount to a thinq until vou 

are able to chanqe thinqs. 
(Applause) 

That is what counts. 
I don't have any different message for you than I am ~oinq to 

give to this dinner in this hotel toniaht. If I have qot to qo down 

and figure it out, wha t di~ I say to the last qroup -- y0u know 

what l\_b raharn Lincoln once said? He said one of the reasons you 

shculd always tell the truth is it is so difficult to remember the 

last lie. 
(I,aughter) 

And it is true. If you are trying to tailormake a s~eech for an 

audience in St. Louis an0. then another one cown in r1emphi s and 

then another one down in Jacksonville, Fl0ri~a -- I made a civil 

rights speech in Baton ~ouqe, Louisiana, the likes cf w~ich nohoev 

ever heard before in Baton Rou0e, Louisiana/ Why? ~hy? necause 

it is a part of ~erica. 
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Now, \'lhat t..re need tohave in this country t oday is c~ qreat 
sense of both humility and pri~e. It soun~s like a contradiction. 
Be humble for our blessings, for our chances, be humlJle for the 
privileges that we have, he humple even for the tc::sks that are hefore 
us but a great sense o f pride, pride in our country, n~iee in our­
selves. 

I hear people toda y talk about, you know, black pri~e. Mhite 
pride. Ethnical pride . That is nreat . Put the a r eatest thinq 
t hat we can have in the pride -- one t hing we ought t o he orou~~r 
of than anything else, as I told the chilc ren at Central Hiqh 
School in Kansas City, I said be prouc of your citizenship, he proud 
tha t you are an American. That is the kine o f pride that you re=..lly 
want to have in this country. 

(Applause ) 
I want you to elect this man Clay. 
(Applause) 

I know he is going t o win. I wi s h I was as sure of my future as he . 
VOICE~ You are a ~inner. You're a winner . 
VICE PRESI DE~'!'!' Hm1PHREY ~ r•re are in the f iaht of our life. 

Let 1 s just lay it on the line. I need y0u. 
VOICE: You have us. 
We need you. We need you now . 
VICE PRES IDENT x-m~· ~PEREY ; And \\'2 a. r e croinq t 0 fiaht anc t.re 

are q0 ing to win. Listen, we have go t somet~inq t hat the other 
fellow hasn't got. We have qat peopl e. He ha s aot the Money. 

Listen, I just heard toni~ht t hat he is huyin~ f our hours 
of nationwide t e levision o~ Saturday r>efore the election. m~at will 
be more nationwide t elevi s ion t h3.n I have in t he total ca-npaian. 
He has got the money . £ut he is afraid to stand up and oebate me. 

VOICE~ That is riqht. 
VICE PRES I D:SNT HU~1PHR?.Y ~ And he is afraifl. t o co":!. ~ out . -­
{Applause ) 
VOICE: Tell it like it is. 
VICE PRESIDENT fHJ~1PE'R'EY ~ There is only ('ne VJay that I '<now 

how to take care of this sort of a situaticn. I want you t o make 
up your minds that you are going t o fiqht harder than vou ever fought 
before in your life. 

{Applause) 
I want you to talk to people that you have never talkef to 

before in your life. I ~..,a nt you to talk not just to the members of 
your c\vn c ornmuni ty . I '"ant you t o t a lk to e ther oeople anc_ I '"'ant 
you t o tell them that all you are askina for is the s ~me c hance 
that the o ther guy qot. That is ~11. Thatis all anybooy i s 
entitled to. 

VOICE~ That is riqht. \'7e' 11 huy that. 
VICE PRESIDENT HU~1?FREY: Youa i ve us a chance, ynu cr i ve IT"e a 

cha nce 't..,i th your help, and we \vil l take on this Georqe nallace c.nc 
11i s Richard Nixon and '"e v1ill cri ve th~""l t he \'JhiopinC1 of the ir life. 
Make no mistake about it. 

(l-,pplause) 
Nov.r, I 

t o tell them 
hearing t hat 
workEr , mind 

VOICE ~ 

VOICE ~ 

yeste r day. 

am going to over to t he labor movement anc I ~~ 0oina 
just what I t o l d you, only mor e so, because I keen 
there is somehocy over t here who is a 'vorker, a 
you, that woulC. vote for r·.7a llace. 

Oh, yeah . 
Fe has got a l 0af of bread now. He didn't have it 

VICE :?P-ESIDE!-~T Hm1PEREY ~ :Sut I wi l l tell you this much, 
that I know what t o t e ll t he worker. I am one. I he_~. to C:o it 
a ll my life . I know - - nobody hande~ me a t hina. ~ n~ you know it an~ 
I know it c;.nd I have been a membe r o f the union and thev know it. 
And Georae ~\Tallace never helped a union man qet a job, he never 
he lped a union, never orsranize ,~. -- never helped a single one of them 
and any "'orker that will vo t e for Georrre r-7a. llace just c.oesn' t love 
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his family. Thatis all I can say. 
(A.pplause) 
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So, I ,-,.,ant you to knmv t.<Jhat I aM qoinq to say to them ancl. 
there are scrne reporters around 7 they will follow Me an~ w~~n I 
leave here they are go ing to coMe 0ver anc t hey are co inq t0 hear 
the same speech. I don't Memorize the~ ~ut they come from here, anc 
I am going over there arid t .s.lk t o them and I ~7c.nt you to TTiake sure 
t hat St. Louis and that t1 issouri is in My column. 

I want you t o work as you have never t-7orkecl. ':"his is uour 
fight. This i s myfight. This is 0ur nati0n's fiaht. 

The question to be deci jef in this c0untry is, are we qoina 
t o trust each other? .7\re we qo inq to have a country in which'r7e 
can live t ogether and trust each other or are we a0 ina t o have 
a country in which we despise each other, in which hate is 
preached, in which seqreqation is preached, in which discrimination 
is preached? Or are we qoing to have a countrv in which we can 
lea rn how to live alongside of each ~ther and w0rk with each ~ther 
and work alongside of each other as fellow citizens . That is 
what it is all about. 

(1\.pplause) 
l-'Je are going to decide it on NaveMher five. Thatis y,rhen it 

is going to be. November five; and if we make t he wr0nq decision, 
God bless you. And if we make t he riaht decision, Go~ will bless 
you. 

Thank you very much. 
(Applause ) 
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