REMARKS OF
VICE PRFSIDENT HUDRERT F, HUMDHREV
MEFTING WITH NEGRO LEADERSHIP

Fmnirs Tnom

Chase Park Plzzz l~tel
St. L-~uis, Missruri
Tuesday, Octrber 15, 1868

Just befrrz I came here, ~ne ~f my ar~~d, very c-mretent zides
gave me a stack ~f cards and said I want y~u to know everyhody
thzt is g~ing t~» ke there, and I have bheen runnina thr~uch throse
car”s that quick but I am aring tc »nut them in my nncket heczause,
first ~f all, I drn't really need t» know y~u HY first name. T
just need t~ kn~w that we are in a2 common cause znd that we hzve
wArk tn @~ z2nd that is what is most important.

I am aoine t~ tzke 2 very little ~f y~ur time but the time that
we can have tngether here czn have 2 ~reat Jdeal t° Ar ahrut time
fy~m here ~n out. I sorke this mornins in ¥ansas City £o 2
cnllege, Rnckhurst C-lleme, and I talked as olainlv as I cruld
=h~ut some ~f the Aifficulties, the nrohlems that confront this
naticon. 2né I am g~inc £~ tell yeu just what I 017 them hecause
T am gning to tell the lab~r movement when I on tn them tonicht
just what I t»1ld these vound recple. I have resclved that I will
give one messace znd when it cecmes t~ human relati~ns tn 21l
pecnles no matter where 1 70,

There zres 2a number ~f white ’mericans thzt sav this fell~w
Hubert Humphrey is just s~ interested in the “lack man that =11
he is goina tc dn is seze that every privilece and every ~porrtunity
in this ccuntry goes tothe hlack man at the exvense ~f the white man.
There are scme hlack men that say that is not true. 2Ancd thev say
to the contrary. There are some workers who say, well, this
fellrw Fubert Humphrey, is sc interested in ~ettina a jrh fay

sme y-ung man or young weman that lives in a2 ghetts or in a slum
that by gettinc that fellew this jok, frecuently it is = mermher ~Ff
a minority qroup, rFoth white and/or bhlack man or Maxican-Mmerican,
somen~ne that hasn't had a »rezk, hasn't had a chance. Ty ocettinag
that perscn z job he threatens my jnh. 2nd that is what we cell
the gcssip.

You and I know that there is s-me ~f that grssin. That
ie what Genrge Wallace feeds on. Mazke nn mistake ahout it.

Mow, how do we answer that? The answer tn it ie that we den't
need to have an econcmy in this country in which we ficht over jobs.
We need t~ have an econeny in this countrv in which we are leokina
for pecple for work.

(rprlause)

2né as I said t~ 2 man that was tellina me what the talk was,
he g2id, here is why y-u are in trnuble, Mr, Fumphrey. I said,
well, listen, I want to tell ycu what -- if you heln me, here is
what is aning to hanrpen. You zre a hlue collar white worker. Now,
if a few morz necple get a job richt bhehind vru, that oivesvou
mhrs senicrity. Instead ~f hurting you it helns veu.

2n¢ then, every time we a@d annther man on the joh list that
pushes you un the ladcder. And what this cruntrv has tc 7et down t~
understand is that we have never even tapned the npotentizl of this
nation,

We have not a lot of small thinkers in this country. e have
people here that believe that, vou know, it is never aoino to qet
any bigger, never coing to get any better, there is never anvthinc
qoing to happen anv different and we have ant a lot »f pecole that
are angry that it has ha»pened as much as it has.
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Yow, I want it very clear as I tn~ld this grcup of students
today, and there were many others hesides students there, I was asked
a question, Mr, Humphrey, your oppnsitinn says that veou are aoina
to spend more on education, you are coing to srend moreon these
programs to combat poverty, you are going to spend mere on these
programs and cities, vou are qeing t5 smend more and more, is that
right? I said, that is right. That is richt. 2nd T will tell vou
what is going to hampen. I will tell you what has hapnened,

First of all, in the last five years, ten million Americans
have walked out of poverty, being self-resnmecting, self-sustainine,
taxpaying reliahle citizens. Those ten million rofore were nan
relief, on welfare. They were a burden to themselves, a bhurden
te their communities, a burden to their nation. Thev were unhanoy.

Now, are we better off or not? If we invest mnnies in
education, if we invest monev intn job trainina -- most of the
pecple we are talking ahout need a hasic education. Ve aren't even
talking higher education yet. We zre talkino ahout hasics. They
neec skills. They neec attention. Thev neecd counselino, A man that
has never had a job in hislife doesn't know how to hold a2 jobh.

A man that has never had any industrizl experience doesn't know
how to work in a plant.

It is going to take time. Fut I tell you that for every
cdollar that we put into training and joh placement, we will aet it
back again and again in that little o0lé svstem that we call the
withholding tax. Time after time. It comes hack clin, clip, clin,
clip, clip, clin, clin. You and I know it.

New, what we have aot te deo is to take 2 message tn everyvbndy.
I want to say to you today that I need ycur heln, not just with
the members of your community. T need yrur heln in the total
community. You have oot to go on out as vou have and just talk to
some people who tnday are friaghtened. Vou know what they are
really frightened abcut? It isn't just law andnrder., Thev are
just frightened abeout a jok, they are frightened a“cut can they nay
their mortgage? Is somebody geoincg to vush them out 2and so on.

How ridiculous.

This country is going to have a trillisn cdellar economy in
four years. You are going to bhe lockina for nenple to work, that
is, unless like the Repurlicans.

(Applause)

And I mean just that. I saw the other day where Mr. Mixon's
economic adviser said that he thought that in order to cet some more
price stability, that we ought to have a little higher rzte »f
unemployment.

Mow, whose job is he tzlkino zhnut? Just a0 on out now and
just take that.

Fow, this same man once said that until you reach the ficure
of 4-1/2 million unemployed, there wasn't rezlly any danqer. VMow,
if you are one of the 4-1/2 millinn there is a lot of danaer.

Now, what fiqure doyou mezan that, Mr. Wixon, vou oucht to
have a little higher? Five and z half millien? TIn 1961 there were
seven million unemplove? in this country. There were 2 1ot of them
in St. Louis, toco. Since 1961, 12 miilion necple have walked nut of
poverty. Efince 1964, five milli~n have, I mean, ten million have.
e have nine million new jobs. No, wait a2 minutae, We have 12
million new jobs cver and above that.

Now, much of our problem that we talk about tnday is essentially
economic, competition. 1ow, there is a lot of -- thereare two
ways to live. You can either -~ yvou know, when the family aets
bicger, you have got more children, if you just continue t» make the
same size pie, mother, the kids are anmino to get mad. Thev are
going to fight over the size of thepie. S0, whan you start -- when
you have three children, then you get six, vou have got to aet a
bigger pie tin. VYou make a hiagoer pia. o that each child cats the
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same piece of pie that he would have aotten if there had only been
three.

What we are trying to do is build = birgexr America, higaer,
better schools, more teachers, more schonls, more hospitals, more
doctors, more nurses, ané what does that mean? That means we have
got to look for people to fill those nngitions.

I am here to tell you that the hest is vet to he frund in
this country. I believe this as my name is Hubert Fumphrey. I
think the greatest talent in America is yet to be discovered.

Do you realize that some of the createst talent in this
country today are the children of the prorx? And I mean real poor.
I am a child of a poor family but I am not that pcor. I know that.

(Applause)

I zm going to talk very frankly to you. I sav thatsome nf
the greatest literary ~enius today came from the hlack cemmunity
of the ahetto, richt out of there.

(Lpplause)

Some of the areatest dramatic talent, some of the corezatest athletic
talent, some of the greatest architectural talent, some of the
greatest educator talent, came from families that were ahijectlv
noor, poverty ridden.

Ladies and gentlemen, that only tells you that there is
a gold mine there. W¥hat we neecd to ¢o is to develop it. We have
millions of people in this country that have never had a2 chance.
And once we give them a chance, this country ig acing to hum, and
instead of havinag people afraid, it is like the fellow, you knovw,
when the automobile came in, the man that had the livery stable,
he was oOpposed LV Che aulomDiuies L& 5iid it Wiil Juars o6y
husiness insteacd of knowinc that he could own a agarage and sell
cars,

This is true 211 the time. "hen automatinn came in the
plants, many workers said it will take my job. It didn't take
his job at all. It eased his job, improved his waaes and it made
more money for management. And what we need to ¢o is aet z2 sense
0f vision. I am going to ke the President of all the people if I
have a chance, of all of the people in this country.

(Applzause)

And I want you to know something else. T cdo not intend in
order to win this election to compromise 2 lifetime of dedication to
the cause of human rights. That has been ny life.

(Applause)

I know there are some perple that say I am not militant
enough. It isn't a question of heinc militant. It is a auestion of
heing effective. That is what is important. Z2Anyhndv can he militant.
What is important is what do you do? Uhat do vou accomnlish? 7
good idez is no good unless it works. You can o out and wave
your arms and you can scream and holler and vou can denounce neople,
black or white, it dcesn't prove you amount to a thing until vou

are zble to change thinas.

(Applauss
That is what counts.

I don't have any different messace for you than I am coing to
give to this dinner in this hotel tonicht. If I have got to go down
ané figure it out, what did I sav to the last group -- yo2u know
what Abrazham Lincoln once said? He said one of the reasons you
shoculé always tell the truth is it is so Zifficult to remember the
last lie.

(Laughter)

And it is true. If you are trying to tazilormake a smeech for an
sudience in St. Louis and then another one down in Memphis and

then another one down in Jacksonville, Floricdz -~ I made a civil
rights speech in Baton Rouce, Louisiana, the likes of which nohndy
ever heard hefore in "aton Rouce, Louisiana/ Why? Why? Necause
it is a part of America.



Now, what we need tohave in this country today is a areat
sense of both humility and pride. It sounds like a contradiction.
Pe humble for our blessings, for our chances, hre humhle for the

rivileges that we have, he humple even for the tasks that are hefore
us but a great sense of pride, pride in our countrv, ovride in our-
czlves.,

I hear people today talk ahout, you know, black pride. Thite
pride. Ethnical pride, That is rreat. Put the createst thing
that we can have in the pride -- one thinc we ought to he prouder
of than anythinc else, as I told the chilfren at Central Fich
Schoel in Kansas City, I sazid be proud of your citizenship, he proud
that you are an “merican. That is the kind of pride that vou rezlly
want to have in this country.

(Applzuse)

I want you to elect this man Clay.

(Applause)

I know he is going to win. I wish I was as sure of my future as he.

VOICE: You are a winner. You're a winner.

VICE PRESIDEMNT HUMPHREY: ™e are in the ficht of our life.
Let’s just lay it on the line. I nead ynu.

VCICE: You have us.

We need you. We need you now.

VICE PRESIDENT HUYWPHREY: And we are aoing tn ficht and we
are uoing to win. IListen, we have got somethin~ thzat the other
fellow hasn't got. "e have got peonle. He has act the monev.

Listen, I just heard tonight that he ie huyint four hours
of nationwide televisinn on Saturday hefore the election. ™hat will
be more naticnwide television than I kave in the total campaion,

Fe has got the monev. Tut he ig afrzid to stand up and Jdebate me.

VCICE: That is right.

VICE PRESIDEMT HUMPERZY: And he is afraid to come out --

(Applause)

VOICE: Tell it like it is.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHEREY: There is only one way that I %now
hoew tc take care of this sort of a situation. I want vou to make
up your minds that you are going to fight harder than vou ever fought
before in your life.

(Applause)

I want you to talk to people that vou have never talked to
before in your life. I want you to talk not just to the members of
your own community. T want you to talk to other oenple and I want
you tc tell them that all vou are zskino for is the s:zme chance
that the other guy got. That is z1ll. Thatis all anvbody is
entitlad to.

VOICE: That is right. "e'll huy that.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPFREY: Youcive us a chance, you cive me 2z
chanca with your help, and we will take on this George "'zllace znd
His Richard Fixon and we will ocive them the whivbnina of their life.
Make no mistake zbout it.

(2pplause)

Now, I am aning to aever to the labor mavemsnt zand I zm ~oinc
to tell them just what I told you, only more so, hecause I keen
hearing that there is someboly over there who is a worker, 2
worker, mind veou, that would veote for Wallace.

VOICE: Oh, vezh,

VOICE: Fe has got a 1loaf of bhread now. He didn't have it
vesterday.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPEREY: Tut I will tell you this nmuch,
that I know what tc tell the worker. I am one. I hz? to do it
all my life. I know -- nobody handed me 2 thing. 2nd vou know it and
I know it znd I have heen a member of the union and thev know it.
And Georae Wallace never helped z union man get a job, he never
helped a union, never organized -- never helped 2 single one of them
and any worker that will vote for Georne Wzllace just doesn't love



his femily. Thatis 211 I can say.

(Apolause)

S0, I want you to know wvhat I am going to say to them and
there are scme reporters around: they will follow me znd when I
leave here they zare goning to come over ané thev zre coing ton hear
the same spsech. I don't memorize them b»ut they come from here, and
I am going over there and tazlk to them and I want you to make sure
that St. Louis and that Missouri is in my column,

I want vou to weork as you have never worked, Thig is wvour
ficht. This is myficht. Thig is ~ur nation's fiaht,

The question to be deciled in this countrv is, are we goina
to trust each other? Are we gring to have =z countrv in whichwa
can live toogether and trust each other or are we anina to have
a country in which we despise sach other, in which bate is
preached, in which secregation is vpreached, in which discrimination
is preached? Or are we goinag to have a countrv in which we can
leaxn how to live alongside of each nther and work with each nther
and work alongside of each onther as fellow citizens, That is
what it is all zbout.

(Applause)

We are going to decide it on Novembher five. Thatis when it
is going to be. MNovembzr five, and if we make the wrong fecision,
God bless vou. And if we make the riaht decision, Ged will bless
you.,

Thank you very much.

(Applause)
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