REMARKS OF
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHPEY
M THE RECEPTION FOR CITY AND
COUMTY DEMOCPATIC COMMITTEFMEN

Emnire Rr-m

Chase-Pzrk Plazz Hrtel
St. L-uis, Miss~uri
Tuescday, Octnher 15, 19€8

Thank y~u very much. Thank y~u,

I an g~ing t~ tell y~u what I was really smilin~ z2h~ut when I o~ %
up here. This cdear lacy that travels with us, wh~ is the sten~typist,
her fingers are ~ne-hz2lf inch shorter t~Aay after taking “~wn 2ll those
w ~xds that I have szid, 211 the things that I have s2i” she has had t~
put d~wn there. My a~~éness. I h~re y~u clezn them ur z little,

(Lau~hter)

I was asked if I c~uld stop by with y~u for 2 while 2nd I said,
ves indeed I wrul?, narticularly zafter I f-un” ~ut that these are the
electe? crmmitteemen, 2nd y~u azre resp~nsihle f~r what is rezlly
g~ing ¢t~ hapren in this electi~n, hecause I helieve if I am n~t
mistaken that y~u zre the ~nes that are resp-nsihle f~r the nrecinct
~rganization, a2nd while I hezxrd ~f elacti~ns heinc ‘w~n withrut a~~a
nrganizati~n, if y~u rezlly want t~be sure that y~u are a~int t~ win,
y~u had better have a~~d r~roznizati-n.

And not ~nly that, 2 p-~litical party ~ucht t~ he an effective
instrument ~f p~litical persuasi~n. It ~ught t~ be ~raanize® sn that
it d~es its j~b and that y~u @~ not just rely up~n accident, a~~d f~rtun
~r 2 sudden change in puhblic ~pinimrn t~ brina zh~ut the results thiat
y~u may want in an electi~n hecause if y~u rely un~n accident 2and
what y~u think is a~~d fortune and a sudden chance in ruhlic ~rini~n t~
b rinc ab~ut what y~u h~pe will be z fav-rahle result,it can switch
~n y~u the ~ther way, t~~, 2n? ~ne ~f the ways that we have ~f
s~mewhat 2ffzcting the ~utc-me ~f =zlecti~ns is hy havina naople
thzat are sufficiently well acgquzinted with their neichh-~rh-~1s and
the pe-~ple that live in these neichbhrrh~~s, with their nrecincts,
the pz-ople that live in thnse pfecincts, s~ that y~u can talk £t~ them.

It is an amazing world and a econtradictory w~rld that we live
in. We have m~re mcans ~f c~mmunicati~n t~Azy than ever hefrre and
more ~f us are saying things than ever hef~r:= 2nd yet I think that
we have z greater difficulty than ever befrre really talkina -
pe~ple ~r cetting them t~ listen, It is mayh2 hecause s~ much is szid
that many perple just tunz everyb~dy ~ut, and I think there is z arsat
@al t~ that, 2nd that is why y~u can tune in and aet t~ he , t~ listen,
Lacause y~u are ~f the perple, with the per~ple.

N~w, I kn~w that the mass mecdia has 2z tremend~us affect -n
everything that we d~ p~liticzlly these Adays. It has = areat effect
~n everythin~ we think. If y~u “~n't helieve s~, just listen t~ y-ur
chilcdren. They kn~w the names ~f 211 the cerezl that is advertisca,
They kn~w 211 the pr-minent pers~nalities. They live in a2 very real --
they live in the world ~f public relati~ns, ~f advertisina, ~f
crmmunicatinn.

S~metimas I think that th-se ~f us wh~ have resnonsihility f~r
lezdership fzil t- understand that it is p~ssible t» c~mmunicate and
it isn't necessary f~r y~u t~ 2lways @~ it in = hin way. VY~u cand~
it in 2 very intimate, pers~nzl, aroup, c~mmunity, bl~ck hy bl~ck,
precinct by precinct way.

N~w, there zre s~me pe~ple here with me t-nicht that kn~w what
I am talking ab~ut. I 1l~nk ~ver to my ricght and t~ y~ur left and
there is 2 lady here that started with me in p~litics in Minnessnta.

She has served as Ambassad~r t» Denmark, as Pmhass2d~r t» Bulgaria,
representing y~ur country. She was the first w-man Amhassad~r hehind th
Ir~n Curtzin znd shz sto~? up heautifully, m=2y I say, under areat
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pPressure fr-m the Communists and taucht them = f-w lessnns. She has
bezn a2n Mmhassadnr to the United Naticns. She lives in Red Winna,
Minnescta, and you know what? fhe is = precinct wrrker, a2n? we
started to build 2 political party a2nd I am gning to ask Buceni~
Mrs. Anderson, Ambagsa2dor Anderson, if she will stand up. Fuaenie,
will you stand up, please.

(Applause)
I can tell you how she gnt in politics. I stopped hy her hnuse
one day and startzal talkinag to her -- and she said that isn't the way;

she came up and talke? to me; but that isn't the w2y I remember it.
Since I a2m t=z1lling the story I will have it my way.

But be that as it may, we helped build a political party. e
huilt 2 party in my state called the Democrztic Farmer-Labnr Party.
The reason for the hyrhenated party is because we had to nut twn

arties together. I was one of the azrchitects of that nartv. 2nd we
built it to e 2 majority party in the state when it was really 2 verv
m21l minority party.

We have elected governors -- since 1952 we Have had mnst of the
governors, I think thzsre have nnly heen twn Renublicans since then.

We have had two United States Senators. We still have. We have had
at least half of our Congressional deleadation up until this last
election, we lost one by =2 hair, which meant that if we ha® had 2
little more precinct oraanization in the 6th Conaressinnal Nistrict,
and I teld my Congressman, I szid, look, yru have ant £~ ast ~udt and
get those folks, got to» tzlk t~ them, and we wruld have hzd nur
majority.

I used tn pride mysz21lf in knowing thz thnusands ~f pe~ple in my
state and I still know 2 1ot of them "ut I think there are very few
c~runty fairs that I haven't visited, and I have wzlked thnrse
fair grounds 2nd I w~uld kn~w penple by the hundre”s =2nd the th~iisands
by their first name a2n? as 2 Senator I sent letters t~ them “y the
thorusands and I was on the radin and d~ing my j~h. Put what I really
depended up~n was what Aid we havz in nur county ~rganization and
what did we have frr 2 state nraanizati~n? What 2i” we have in s-me
~f the block crganizati~ns that we ha® in the Twin Cities, f-r
exampla, Minneapnlis and St. Fzul.

Yourstate is very much like nurs. It v~tss very much the same
w2y, by the way. As I indicated trnicht.

We have to carry Minneanclis znd St. Paul 2n@ the Ir~n "anve, 2as -
we call it, that is up in the oreat Mesahi Ir~n Range un in Hibbing an?
Duluth, the Great Lakes and P~rt ~f Duluth. WE HAVE TO CA\RNY
Minneaprlis and St. Paul with n~t less nut ~f those tw~cities than
100,000 majority, and then we have t» o~ up in the Irrn Ranre a2nd hrpefr
crme ~ut with 2 minimum ~f 60 t~ 65,000 majrrity. That cives us,
let's szy, 165 t» 175,000 votes that we have in the bank, 2n” then th~
tart nibbling them away d~wn in the s~uthern pzart ~f the st=te, y~u
know, and as we have certain crunties that, well, it is just -- we
just don't Jdn tcr well.

But, I can tell y~u how 2n electi~n is 71ing t~ c~me ~ut hy h~w
the Twin Cities come ~ut z2nd when I see that the ~reznizati-~n is at
orkw when I sez that ~ur ne~ple are taking resn~nsihility, I know that
we are goinc €9 do the j~». And when I see it disinterrate as I
have, I know that we are not goinc t2 dn tha j-H,

Ancd I dnn't care how go~d the candidate is. Y~u can have the
best candidatzs in the wrrld and the difference hetween a2 rezl smashina
victrry and just z2 squegker, ~r =z victrry and a2 lnser is ~raganization.

N~w, y~u are the ~nes that count a2nd that is why I am here. I
am tirzd tonight, to bz frank about it. I have rsally been hitting it
all day l-ng a2nd it is a2 =-- it is 2 r~unth nazce. This is the 8th,
9th ~r 10th meeting I have heen t» 2nd hesides that I have shzaken
th~usands ~f hands a2nd it is a2 tense, hard husiness 211 day. But I
wouldn't do it if I didn't like it z2nd I wruldn't @~ it unless I
thrucht it was imp~rtant, and I wasn't c~mprelled t~ c-me here. I czme
here hecause I ~we y~u s~methinc.,
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assure everyh~dy's electinn is t~ takz the m~st popular man y-~u have
2nd make him more prpular 2né then cveryhb~dy else just kind ~f ~ets
-= y~u knrw, I kn~w h~w t~ han~ ~n.

(Lzu~hter and applzuse)

N~w, the same thing is true ~f y-ur Senat~r -- fenatrrial
candidate, an? I w2nt y~u t~ help him. We nzed Dem~cratic Senators.
We 2re gning t~ nee? them very, very much in this c~mina Crnqgress, and
if I 2m y~ur President, I want a Dem~cratic maj-rity. If that
sh~ulan't harren, you will need a Dem~cratic C~naress m~rrethan y~u ever
geded it. 8o, y~u had hetter elect that Senat~r an? A-n't y-u leave
zny st~ne unturnsd an? just mzke up y~ur minds y~u are a~inag nut and
w~rk, and the same thing is true »f the C-ngressmen. '

Maw, y~u have Congressmen and y~u have a2 Congresswoman, Lernrr
“i=sn't thers with us tonitht. She is ~ne ~f the finest C-norrassw-men,
~ne ~f the finest members ~f the Conoress that y~u have in "ashinTton
t~day, and you get her reelescted. I tell y~u.

(Applause)

But v~u have 7~t here in this ceountry, Pill Clay, Jim Syminaton,
and y~u want t~ remember that brnth ~f them 2are n~n-incumbents. DPrth
~f them can be electéd. I think b~th ~f them will bz elected. Ind I
kn~w h~w they will qet elected, ify~u make up y~ur mincd that they are
ring to.

Nrw, Ihave s2id mare t~ y~u than ynu nez72” tn~ have said. I just
wnt t~ thznk y~u very much £or what y~u A~ frr me. I am s~ nroud to
be the leader of our party in this electi~n. It is hard for me to say
anc it is haré for mc to rezlize it s-metimes. It is 2n awes-me
resp~nsibility a2n? yet it is a agreat privileme. I have heen a Demncrat
s~ 1ong 2nd my da2d befrre me that it just makes me fecl annd £~ think
that I can o~ ~ut here t~day 2nd talk t~ Demrcrats 2n? sazy -- ask them
t~ £~1lcw the leadership, w-ork t~nether and w-rk as a2 family, let
byg~n=2s he by7T~nes.

v~u know, v~u can't have everyh~dy 2qree with y~u all the
tima. Y-u @rn't need t-~ have s~meb~dy every line -- we d~n't ask
Dem~crats tc walk lock step. W2 don't 28k evervhody &~ 1lork 2like,
talk 2like, b= alik=, say evervthing zlike. Onz £ th: reas~ns we axe
Democrats is that wz reserve tha richt to he 2 little ~rnery once
in 2 while, 2 little difficult -nce in 2 while a2nd 2 little Aifferent
~nce in = while. As 2 matter ~f fact, that w-rr? Dem~crat includes such
things z2s cdissent a2nd debate and diz2loque and Adigcussi~n and it =21ls~
includes cdzcisi~n.

NAw, we have mads the decisions., Thaz primaries ars ~ver. The
~ngentisn is ~ver =n?' I Ann't care which faction yvou hal-nv t~, just
remember this, that no matter what y~u think ~f the facti~n, th=
facti~n l~~ks like 2 kissinag crusin c-mpare® t~ a Pepublican. Just
remember that,

(Applause)

I h~pe y~u o~t the message. That is the Demccratic arspel. I
1l o~ cut and prezch the mess2te. There are a2 1t ~f r~litical s~uls
t~ be saved. G~ to it.

Thzank y~-u.

Ipplause)

# %4



CLOSE-UP
KMOX =TV
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1969

MR. MANN: Mr. Vicz-Prasident, we just hsard about debatas
acain, Wher=s ds w2 stand now?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: W=z1l1l, thesy stand at about whare
th=y have baen. Senator Muskie and I have issusd ths requsst and
thz challengs to bsoth Mr. Wallacz and Mr. Nixon. Mr. Wallacs had
2gre=d on 2 thrze-man debats, Mr, Nixon has failed to raspond.

I imacine that his previsus rssponss of no dshats still stands. I
think hz has made on= sther responss -- namely, that hz is pur-
chasing faur hours of national TV time on Saturday, just b=fore the
slzctisn. This is apnarsntly his way of sayina that hs will dsbate
according t> his standards, undar his tzrms, undzr his »naid network
broadcast.

I don't considsr that satisfactory.

MR. MANN: How d2 you count=r this sort of strateqy, though?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: W=11l, I count=sr it hy saying
just as I have said from ot bhr nlatforms. I b=lisvs that ths
Amsrican peoplas ars antitlzd ts h=ar ths rzsn=activz candidatss facs
to facz, sid= by sid=, a2t ths same tim=, at th= sam= nlace, h=fora
thz samz audizncz rasnond to th= quastions that confront this
n2tisn -- s2ach +7 pressnt his 2wn cass in his own way -- ea2ch
candidat= +3 bz able t9 cross-examins the osther, =ach candidate
to have his opnortunity for refutation. -

This is fair. That is what th= networks want=d us to do.

This is what thz Hous=z of Renrasszntativas sugozstad in its nassz2az
of thz susnznsion of S=ctisn 315 of the Faderal Communications Act,

I+ is raorztzbls, a2nd it is ironic, that th= RzpublicanlZadershin
in th= Unitsd Stat=s Sznate should usz th= privil=ces 2f unlimited
dzbat= in th= S=anats +2 prevant public dehate in th= country by th=
lzadzrs »f th-ir rssvactiv: -ilitical parti=s.

Now, I int=nd to cour = = “hz othar osn tha national t=sl=vision
by 2 natiosnwids appsal t2 thz Amzrican paopls to h=lp me to financs
eual tim=,

Vary candidly, the four hours that Mr, Nixon is purchasing for
his final hlitz campaion, which will b= th=2 Saturday bzforz th=
slactisn, is 2var and bh=yond anything that he programmsd in his
$27 million commercial TV and public r=lations nragram. That four
hours is more than all of my +otal tzl=avision tim= -- 211 of my
t2lzvisisn timz nut togathay, th= sum total of =varythinag that w=
havs far this camnaign.

I f==1 that tha Amzrican »n=2nls will want mz to have =cual tims.
Quits candidly, I can't afford it unless I hava tha hzlp of th=
nasnl=a, And I a2m csina t2 call upan the Coalition of Studzsnts,
wond=rful yosung pzopls that havz joined tocsthsr from tha= diffarent
arouns acrsss ths natisn, from thz coll=anzs 2and from the hich
schanls and from othar nlac=s, t2 help m= in 2 nation-wids campaign
»f raising the funds that will parmit me to oo t5 2 natwork and say
t Bt I want-=qual tims so that I, too, can answer ths cusstions of

pzople. I would liks %2 have ths tim=, may I say, bstwzn now and
th: =nd of this campaign to b= on 2 sort 2f 2 tslsthon, 2 TV

show whar= you can czll in 2nd you can ask any cqusstion of ms 2nd
I will answ=r it to ths b=st of my ability.

I think that is +h= way, th= only way ws ar= qgoing to havs a
chznc= t2 r=21ly discuss th= issuss.

MR. MANN: Ar=z you sayina thzrz is going to bes such 2 program?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPEREY: I am sayinc that I will r=assrvz ths
time, I am trying to find the mon=y. OQuit= candidly, I havan't got
it. And I think you g=ntlamzn know that it r:quirss cash on ths
barrzlhzad, as w= say, to b=z abls to »nrovids for that tims.



MR. SERAFIN: Mr., Vice-Pr=siient, four ysars ago didn't you
and S=natsr Muskis vots amainst ths d=bat=s r=sslution?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Y=s, four y=ars ago th=s Presidznt
5f the Unitad Statss, Mr, Johnson, had his own vizw as to whethar
hz want=1 to d=bats Mr., Goldwatsr. Thers wsrs only t @ candidates,
I micht 2dd, how=var, nst thre=. Mr, Johnson had naver favor=d
what w2 call the d=bata; DRut that was Mr. Johnson. I was then
th= Majority Whip of the Secnate. I had ths responsibility, as th=
Majority Whin, t5 try to put through the Congress those pronosals
t+hat the Prosidznt want-d, as on= of his floor leaders in th= Senat:
and I vot=d, I b=lisv=, on a tab=ling motion at that particular
time. But that has navsr besn my parsonal vi=w,

In 1967 I dshatzd my oppasition all across the Stats of
Minn=sota, av-n thouch my polls show=d me winnina, and I won by
+ha largast majority I had evar racaivsd, or any other s=natorial
candidats has =vsr recsived in Minnesota.

In 1967 2t th= Damsdératic Convention I debated Sznator
McCarthy 2nd Sznator McGovern b=sfor= thz California caucus.

I have navayr shunnsd th= opnottunity for op=sn discussion and
on=n dszhatz. OQuitz frankly, I think it brinas 2 rasnactability
+3 politics.

Harz I s22 you thrs2 m=n. I am sure that if you ware the
threz candidat=s €or Presidant and you were facing ths Am=rican
audizncs, that you woul z»=2k mors, with areat=r candor, with
nrzat=y car=z, with or=z . = knswladgz of ths subj=ct. You would
pranarz ysurs=1l¥ batter., You would know that ysu warz on th= snot
and you wers undsr “ths snotlight.

I hapn=n to b=lisv=z that this =lsvatss th= tones of Amz=rican
sublic 1ifz. I am not at all surs that what we 2rz doing is th=
way it osught to b= dsone. I sn=2k to many strast ralli=s, It
isn't the bzst way ts camnaiogn. You can't re2lly nraes=nt 2 cas
systematically and thoughtfully. You indulge far too much in the
catch »hras=, in th= bombastic attack., I think the Amsrican neople
wauld liks +2 b= able t5 sit in their homss and think it through
with us, to look 2t us, t2 s=e¢ -- you know that tzlevision tub=
is 1lik= I c2l1ll th- x-ray 2f the consciesnc=, It r=ally shows you
far what you ar=. Yau can g=t yours=lf all Arsss=d up, but th=ars
is snz thing ysu can't drass up and that is ysur heart, and that is
your mind, 2-d that is your conscizncs.

And that tzlavision tub= has 2 way of r=s=vsaling what you are,
marticularly wh=n yzu ars undzr str=ss and under contast. And I
want to b= undar stress and caontest, becaus:s ths n=xt President
is g2ing t2 hav: nlenty of str=ss and plenty of cont=st, nl=anty
of prassura. And if ysu can't ta2ks it on thes t=levision, you 2r=
not g2ing £5 b= 2bls +3 tak= it in the Whits Hous=. 2And if you
can't Azhat= m=, Mr. Nixon and Mr. Wallacs, how do ysu think you
arz aoing to b= abls +9 dabat=s Mr. Kosyain? How ar= you going to
s+and u» against the men in ths Kr=mlin? How ars you ooing t2
stand up 2qa2inst th= lzad=rs of th= worlad?

Th= lag: dahat= that Mr. Nixon had of any cons=cusncs was with
Mr. Khrushchav sver in the kitch=n a2t an Am=srican =xhibit in
Msascaw. Thay Asbat=d th= wond=rs °f color t=lsvision. Th=
l2st d=hat= that I h2A with Mr. Khrushch~v was in tha Kremlin and
wz dabat=Ad and discuss=d th= fate of mankind.

I think that shows thes diffarance.

MR. FORD: Mr. Humphray, I don't know how much stress this
~usstion will nut you undsr as you say in te<levision but in the
op=ning cquote for this nrogram you madz 2 raferance to the
"Bombsy Twins"” refzrring to Wallacs and LeMay.

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Y=s, sir.

MR. FORD: W=1l, now, G=nz3ral Lemnitzer, wh2 is thz hesad af
NATO, is qust=d this past w:zk 2as saying that it might bs
nec=ssary 2t a vary =arly staqg=s t> us2 nucl=ar wzapons to def=nd
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‘W=st=rn Europ- if thar: was 2n invasisn. What d2 ysu s== as th=
diffzranc= h:=tw=:=n Lemnitzar advocating or at least saying hs would
us2 nuclsar w=apons or they shsuld b= us-=d end ths stat=msnts madas hy
LeMay,

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: W=11, I think w= know that if thars
W=rs any invasizn of Wastarn Euronz, it would b= by thz Saviat
Union, which is a nuclzar pawsr, which undoubt=dly would nat
h=sitat= ts usz whataveyr nowar it had. And onz of the rsasons w
hava statisnsd nuclear w=apons in Europa is for ths defanss of
Euron=., W= have statisn=A there --stationasd thsm alss h=causzs ws
wantsd t5 bs surs that thay ware ready in cas= w= nzzdsd tham in
Western Eurona.

I think it jis a areat 4dsal of diffar=nce of using nuclear
W=anons unon a2 rathar primitive country liks North Viztnam, in 2
limit=q3 strugal=, than it is for th= vary fight for survival,

But T will mak= it Very clear, I think that if ther= is nuclaar
war, that twers will H= Vary faw peonle 12ft t5 writs absut i+,

W= have the capacity surs=lvzs znd th= Scvizt Union for tatal
annihilation and total d=struction of what w= call west=rn civili-
zation. And sci=ntists know that nuclear war would hava its
arzatast davestating aff-ct unon what we call ths n2ople in the
northzrn zone, z2nd that is 2cross all of Euronz, the Unitzd Stat=s,
the northarn parts of Asiz, ths Soviat Uniosn. And it would he --
it is 2lmast bayand 2 PEEsce 'z capacity to sneak of i+,

Th= first nuclaar “Xcnenqs bstw=2n thz Unitzq Statas and th=
Soviat Union, if that sVar happsnsd, and pray Gsd it will nsver
h2pp=n, wsuld cost us h=tws=n 24" milliosn to 25~ million p=opls
Azad on both sid=s, T mzan th:s total on both sid=s.

MR. MANN: Lat me s-= if I und=rstosAd you Ccorrectly, sir.

You ar= saying that thap= might b= a point that w- would hav= ts
us= nucl=ar w-=apons in Wast=arn Furcp=?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I am not saying that at all, I am
saying I hop= and pray ta Gzd ws nsvar havs ta us= tham anyplac=.

I 2m sayina tha+ part of the ars=nal »f sur dzfans~, which Winstosn
Churchill mayb= b-g+ =Xplainasd it -- the balanc= of terror --
is to b= found in th= nucl=zr wzanon. And it has bezn a part of
sur d=fzns=, We hop= and pray that w= will navsr have to us: it.

I 2m saying that if Wzst=rn Furop= wzrs under attack by tha Soviet
Union, th= Soviast Union hbzing a nucl=ar powar, that you hav= to face
up to thes fact that that might b= ona of th= things that coulAd
davslon -- nam=ly, nuclaar war. And that is why we As evarything
w2 can and must ds evarything ws can to slaw down this arms rac=,
That is why I am for thigs treaty to stoo ths spr22d of nuclear
wsapons. That is why I supnort=d ths nuclzar +ast ban treaty
to nrzvant th= d=v=1lopmant of furthzr nuclzar wzapons by testing
tham in thzs 2ir and in thz atmosrhzra and on tk- lanA,

I think that th= qrastost challsngz bZfor= mankind is ¢o halt
thz arms racs hH=faore ths 2rms racshalts humanity.

I think wz ar=s =ngagad in a panic of madn-ss. We have simply
aot to somswhars draw 2 line as to what w= call -- what we call th=
pow=r structurs, for our d=fans-s. Th= mor= you build, +h= mor= th=
othzr man builds, and th=s morz he huilds, thz more y2u build. And
pr=tty soon yosu have a pyramiding sf th: nuclaar stocknile., And
than you wondsr whara is that 1l=avzl of danger that bzcomes
catastrophis.

That is why I faz1 that +his is one of ths quastions that sucht
to b2 discuss=d. I am not surs that any 5f us have the answzr. I
think w= arz szarching for th:z answ-r, But I want to know what Mr.
Nixon would do ahout this arms racz. H= knows and I know -- w=
ar=s both w=1ll-inform=d m=n -- he knows +hat we ara right at th=
stags 2f 2 whols n=w syst=m of WsZpons -- unlass ws call a halt tait,
And in ord=r to czll a halt to it, we ars asing t2 hav= s get an
agra=m=ment with th= Soviet Unisn on offensive and dzfansive missilas

i
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And I submit to you that I think I 2m in 2 batfer nositisn to
try to neqotiats that agrs=msnt, bzcauss I halizve that I hava a
batt=r working rzlatisnshin, that I can talk to ths le2d=rs sf the
Kr =mlin. I don't know whathsy I can talk =ffacdtiv= y or
succzssfully. Dut I know I must make th= *ry if I am +he
Pr=sidant.

MR. SERAFIN: My, Vice-Prxssidant, ther: wers rumors and
r=paorts in this country =nd South Viatnam 2nd othar countrizs +his
morning that 2 halt of U.S. bombina in Naorth Vietnam was immanant.
I knaw that you 2n? the sthor t ws candidates rac-ivad 2 nonferancs
call from ths Presidznt. Can you t 211 us anythino ahsut what
that c2l1l containz=4.

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I bh=1li=vz that --with 211 r=snz=ct
to you, sir, and r=asnzct +35 thz recuir=msnts of sur country --
that ths bzast that I can 4211 yot1 is that th= Whits Housa
stat=m=nt its=1f =xnlains what +h= Pr=sid=nt s2id +» us.

MR. SERAPIN: That statament said thar= was ns chancz in the
nolicy _

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That is riqht. And ther= hava ha=n
2 numb=r of rumors that have bsan floating around, and tha Przsidsnt
felt that w= should@ bz informsd 2s £5 what the Whits Hous= was nutting
cut rathsr than getting it -I:cem=al -- h= f=1lt that all of us
should b= inform=d at +h= r-1= tima.

MR. SERAPIN: P=rt of ch: rumors annarently ar-w out »f th=
fact that Ambassador Bunker 2nd Presidant Thizu hava ba=n m==ting.
Is thzr= anything sn:ci2l in connzction with th=s-= mzetings?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I think, again, that this is =
matt=r of considarable s nsitivity, and I think I s-rva my country
h=st by letting ths Command=sr in Chi=f discuss thasz matters
rzthzr than mys-1f.

MR. FORD: 1In your stand zn 2 bambing halt in S=21+ Lak-

City you indicat=4 that if thz North Vistnam=s- by word a2r de=ad,
diractly or indir=ctly ~avs som= =vid=nc= of gooc faith, passibly
ra2storin~ ths Azmilitarized zon= as 2 true damilitarized zone<,
y2u weuld halt ths hombing as Prasid-=nt.

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Y=s, My position in that napar is
my nosition, and it is ths on= that I l=2av= far th= nublic %o
study, and I =2lso, of cours=, w=nt far hayond wh=2t I consider=3 to
bz ths prohlem in Vistnam. I wznt b=yond ints th= ar-=a of arms
control.

MR. FORD: Isn't your stand still 2 mattor of r=cinrocity?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: My stand is jus* what it says.

And I f=z1 that I b=st scrv-~ th:z interasts of my country now just
stating quits candidly that ths pan-r sn=aks far its-1f.

MR. MANN: 1In connection with thes= rumors, sir, and on th=
mattsr of nractical domsstic politics, S=nator Evar=tt Dirksan
tod2y s=2id if thars is any major chang= in th= conduct of th= war
this clos= to =laction, it would b= faor political reasons. Would
you subscrih= o +his s+atoment?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: My good friand, avary day of my
life I nray for the =nd to +his war. An" I say that r=v=rzntly and
sinczrely.

{1



i

a Tha Pr=sidzsnt of th=s Unit=d States is not in »olitics. The
Pr=sid=nt 5f th= UnitsA Stat=s, on March 31, for 21l practiczl
nurpss=s, raznsuncad his nolitical l=adzrshin of th= Democratic Party.
Ha stennad zsid=. H: s2id he was nat 2 candidat= for re-zl=ction,
nor would hz a2cc=n* +h= nominatisn. Hz s2id hz2 wantad to dzvote 211
of his +im= +5 th= s=arch for n=ace in Southz2ast Asiz. And 2any tims
that th= Przsidant can brina ns2c= to South=2st Asiz, a wholzs nation
will ris= up in thanks =nd annraciatiosn, and 2 whole world.

I Aon't care whzther -- as far as I'm concsrn=4 -- if he would
gzt it +his =a2ft=rnoon or tomorrow, or if hs ~zts it on January ths
19¢h, or what=ver date h= can g=t it, or on 11:55 2.m., 11:59 a.m.
oan January 27 -- I will only say God bhlass him,

I +hink that ws shouldn't play p>litics with this, I think ths
Prasidznt is qgoing “2 do thz vary bh=st thirng that h=z can do. I know
hz is. I know this man batt=r than most anybsdy in Amsrican lif=z.
And I know that +hs Przsidsnt of ths Unit=d States has one
consuming desire, and that is to find 2 w2y und=r ths t=srms --thsz
tzrms that nrot=ct our s=curity, that nrat=ct the sacurity of South
Viz¢tnam, to find 2 way to brinag this war to a conclusion.

MR. FORD: Mr. Humphr=y, sams p=oplz who at lsast claim to have
samz insigh+ into thz inner workings of your campaion claim that
you would hon= €3 turn the cornsr, as th=y say, by mid-Octob=r, 2nd
+hat tha nslls and s> forth would stzrt to r=fl=ct som= momantu-m in
ysur b=half. Do yosu think --this is mid-Octsbar. Have vou turnzd
th= csrnarx?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Ysu h=t, W: not only turnzd th=
corn=r; w=s arzs coming down right now on tha str=tch.

MR. FORD: What =vidanc= 4o you s== of this?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I se= it in th= nsopl='s =nthusiasm.
I s=- it as I camz to your 2irport h=rs in St., Louis, with thousands
2f young p=onle sut t kre to chzar ma on. I s3= it in ths work
2f hundrzds of voluntz=rs, thousands 2f them av=ry day, I s== it in
th= risina tid= 5f supnort that wz havs, in ths largs crowds that

= ars bringing out ts our mz=tings. And I s=z it -- I f=a=1 it --
havz bhz=n in »ublic lifzs lonc =nough =---
MR. FORD: Well, Mr. Nixon s:==s thesz sam= things, Mr. Vica-
Prasident --chs=rinc crowls., And hz f::1ls momentum 2s w=1l.
Is it in th= zy= of thz bzh2ld=r, then, whsathzr you have turned
th= corner or nat?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: W=11, I supposz thzre is always 2
dagr== of that. All of us liks to think *that we ar=s d2ing well.

But I hava hz=n vary candid in this campaiom. I Aidn't try to
pr=tand in th= b=ginning that w= had it =asy. I knsw that wz wars
h=hind. I3tilT think w= 2ra. I +think th2t is =2 fact. DBut I'll
t211 y2u whzt I think. I think we 2r=s gaining. And I want to tell
Mr. Nixon h= bhztter not 1losok ovar his shouldzr or I will pass him
sn ths insids aoing arosund th=s lastitnrn.

It's my viaw that wes have tha momsntum that is nsad=d. 1
balisva it is 2 closs =zlectisn. It is 2 vary unc=zrtain elaction --
with three candidates in it. But I A4 b=lisvz that wz can pull it
off.

It

I think that w= 2r= aoing t2 b=z --givz ysu thz hing=st surpris=
that ysu havs had for many, many yzars. And I think that wh=n you
wak= up sn Novembzr 6, 2nd ysu aiv= that n=ws hroadcast, you will
b= ablas t2 say -- w=11l, do y2u know what; hz tsld mzs h= could do it,
and h= did it. Nam=ly, I told you.

MR. FORD: Why +h= =mphasis on Missouri right now? You hzavs
ba=n in Kansas City znd S+. Louis comhination in this stats thres
days or morz. Why ths =mpnhasis on a2 state which really do=sn't
hav= that much zlsctorzal stranath?

VICE-PRESINENT HUMPHREY: I think this =laction is vsry much
1lik= th= »ns in 196", th= Kannady-Nixon =lsction., I =xp=ct that



our vote will be very much the same. Missouri went for Kennedy.
Minnescta went for Kennedy.

Missouri is a big state. It is an important state. It is
not only important in terms of its zlectoral vote it has
important zlectoral vot e. But it has an sffect in influencing
neighboring states. It is called one of the border states. We
intend to have 2 good deal of activity in all of the border
states -- in Missouri, in Tennessee, in Kentucky, in Oklahoma,
Maryland, Deleware, Virginia, West Virginia. We intend --we
think that this is the promised land, so to speak. We think that
there is a chance for us here in a three-man race to pick up
these electoral votes. And I think we are going to carry
Missouri. The state chairman has assured me. The Governor
has given me reason to believe that we can carry this state.

And our own private polling tells us that we have better than a
50-58 chance to carry Missouri.

MR. MANN: At the same time, our viewers are also in
Illinois, just across the Mississippi River. How do you fael
about Illinois?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I +hink we are behind in Illinois.
I don't like to tell you that, but I think that is true. But I
intend to fight for it. I am going down into Illinois. The
ot Br day some of my so-called experts said "Well, I don't think
we can carry it". T said "Well, you may not, but I think we
can, so change your scheduling”. 1In other words, I am in
charge. I said we ars going to go down into Illinois and fight
for it. Ve are geoing to carry that state if it is humanly
possible.

We have four or five critical states that wz think we really
ought to put in everything we have. We sught t0 carry and must
carry California. We believe that this is a hard fight. We are
behind in California. We think +hat we have 50-52 and maybe a
bettar chance in Ohio. Our recent indicators te211 us that
surprisingly that we are doing quite well in Ohio. We are ahead
in Texas -- and not only by our svaluation, but by very
objective non-Humphrey evaluators 2nd pells. We think that we
know we are ahead in Pennsylvania. We rszalize that we have --we
have got a real battle on our hands in New York State. Mr. Nixon
indicates he is ahead about 2 percentage points up there. We
think we are zhead about 4. So we will split it off and say it is
up for grabs.

Now, that is just about the way that it looks. That is why
this is one of these Hairbreadth Harry, down-to-the-line
campaiogns that is going to get 2 little more sxciting each and
every day. And because that is exciting, that is my kind of
a life. I think I have got a little more of the adrenalin
in me than Mr. Nixon has, and I think I can carry on, and I
think we can bring this into a victory.

MR. MANN: Mr., Nixon says one of his mistakes in 1960
was not asking General Eisenhower, an incumbent President, to
get into the race before he did actively in his behalf. How
do you feel about asking President Johnson during these next
three weeks to get into this race in your behalf?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I want -- I want his help.

The onlyreason that I would hasitate at all is if he feels

that the international situation would require his total
unqu-alified attention. If that were the case, I would not in
any way implore him to help me. But he has assured me of his
whole-hearted cooperation. He has already given a very splendid
speech in my behalf. I have indicatedd to him areas where I
thought he could be of extreme help to us. 2And he has told me he
will do whatever he can.
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His wife was only recently in Louisville. Mrs. Humphrey
and Mrs. Johnson are making a tour all the way through Texas. I
think we will have the President's help when we need it and where
w2 need it.

MR. MANN: H_ave you asked him specifically for certain
appearances?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes. We are in that process of
discussion with him now. But as I said, I put the international
situation first., I want it clear. I need him. I want him.

I think he can be helpful.

MR. SERAPIN: Would an endorsement by Senator McCarthy be 2
big boost to your campaign right now?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: It would help. I like the
endorsements that we can get. And we have most of the McCarthy
young pa2ople with us. But the Senater -- the Senator's
endorsement would bashelpful. I can't imagine that the Senator
is for Mr., Wallace. I know he is not. He wouldn't possibly be
for Mr. Nixon. He says he is for Mr. Muskie, and Muskie is with
me. Sco I kind of take it it might be a sort of perverse,
inverse, outverse way of coming around. But I will accept it.
Mr. Muskisand I are on the same ticket.

MR. SERAPIN: He also said you have to go a little further
in ‘hisdirection before you will get his endorsement. Do you
plan to go beyond the Salt Lake City stand?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I have read what he said. I think
that I shall leave it up to the Senator to make his own decisions
as to whether or not he can help me.

MR. SERAPIN: You don't plan to go any further in his
direction?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I believe that the Senator knows
where I stand.

MR. FORD: Mr. Humphrey, I know from personal experience
that you have campaigned hard for Mr. McCarthy on various
occasions. Does it come to you as a personal let-down that
he has remained so aloof in this matter now?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, every man has to make up his
own mind what he wants to do. Politics has many disappointments
in it. It also has some very surprising and happy moments.

Senator McCarthy and I have been -- and you know better
than most people -- we have been companions in campaigns year
in and year out. And I have a feeling that the Senator will do what
is right. I don't intend to try to pressure him publicly or - iv. =
privately. The Senator has reasons for his feelings, and
whatever those reasons are, I respect them. But I know that Sen-
ator McCarthy loves his country. And I know that he has never
voted for nor has he ever supported the views of Richard
Nixon. I know that he cannot possibly stomach what George
Wallace is saying. And I know that he knows Hubert Humphrey and
Muriel Humphrey and our families know each other, and he knows
in his heart what I am and who I am and what I stand for.

I think the verdict will come out alright. I will
trust that jury.

MR. SERAPIN: Mr. Humphrey, as Vice-President it has been
your job, I guess, to staunchly support the President's policies.
But because of that job, doesn't that make it a little difficult
to establish an image as your own man, and also to come up with
different policies in a credibility sense? Doesn't it make it
difficult?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: First of all, I am very proud that
I have been a loyal vice-president to the President. I think
that is what people expected of me. I think I would have
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performed a great disservice to this country to have tried to ﬁ\\\
confuse American policy by me going one way and the President
going another.

I made up my mind when I became Vice-President that I would
in a ssnse submerge my own parsonality --you have to have a
passion for anonymity in that role, and if you don't have a
passion for it, you have to discipline youssélf to it. And you
really sort of go as you say kind of back in the shadows. And
Mr. Nixon understood that. And he continues to want to stay in the
shadows. I am trying to get out in the sunlight here now for a
while.

I tell you -- I give you an analogy. I am sort of like the
man that retires from competitive sports and then the Olympics came
and they said the man that was going to be our standard bearer
decided that hz couldn't -- that he couldn't participate. So
they come back and they said "Well, Humphrey, you come forth".

Now, that meant that for four years -- for four years I
have been second man. For four years I have been a Aown-field
blocker on the tzam of the administration. For four years I have
bean an administration spokesman. Now all at once I am called
fpon to stand out in my own light, my own right, as my own man,
with my own programs, as thz leader of my party. It takes a
little time to get your timing back. It takes 2 little time to
get, well -- to get in shape. I% takes a little time to tune up
your reflexes. It takes 2 little time to get back intoc the swing
of it.

I am back. I'1ll tell you I didn't realize that I could
retrain myself so fast. I am ready to go. And there isn't any (.ub
doubt about a man being his own man,

When you become President of the United States, you will
be responsible and you will hs your-self., We are very different
personalities, the President and myself. I hold him in the
highest regard. I respect him as a man, as a President, and I
cherish his friendship. And I don't ragret a single day of my
lifa with him as the Vice-President.

But I am now the leader of my party. I am now the
candidate of my party. I intend to ba Predsident of the United
States. And when I am President, I am going to be just as much
President as the present President is Prssident. He runs it when
he isin charge. And when I am in charge, I will run it.

And I recall one day that I heard someons say that no
ex-Pegesident or ex-Vica-President or Vice-President will tell
the President what to do. He can advise, he can counsel. I think
that is true. And when I am President, no ex-President or ex-
Vice-President will tell me what to do. I will look for advice.
I will welcome it. I will welcome your advice and others.

But I will be responsible for the decisions. There will be no
problem about identity at all.

MR. MANN: I have time for just one quick one, and it is
strictly a local matger. Immadiately after the Democratic
Convention, we understoed that our State Chairman in Missouri,
Mr. Houtchins, had a leg up on being the next National Chairman.
Is this corredt or incorrect?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That is correct.. That is very
definitely so. And we thought that someone from one of the
border states could serve a very useful function and servéad
very faithfully the Governor of this State. The Governor has
been very helpful to me. And what ycu have said is right.

MR. MANN: Thank you, Vice-President Humphrey, for being
our guest on Close-Up.
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