REMARKS OF
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
TO NEGRO MINISTERS

Cobho Hall
Detroit, Mishigan
Thursday, Octonber 17, 1968

Thank you, thank you. Thank you very much, Fishop Raber.
Thank you very much. My, how I wish my voice tonight were as full
and as strong as that of Dr. Brookins that I just listened to a
few moments agn, and this dear and wonderful friend of curs, Rishoo
RBaber, and Dr. Allen, but I have heen dning as much sneakina,
may I say, as any preacher ever did, and I have heen tryina to
save a few political souls,

(Laughter)

I want very much first of z2l1ll, to tell ynu that I am very
deeply moved, very sincerely, very sincerely arateful for vyrur
Presence here, for the words that I have just listened to in vour
resolution,

I have had a long day. We gct in here from New York City
last night after 4:00 o'clock in the morning and we started with a
Very heavy program today., VYesterday we had ten meetings and the day
befecre I quess eiaht =r ten. I am tryving to do what vou try to
de, I am trying to brino 2 message t~ the American penple. 2And I
have heen trying to bring the verv messaage that I heard from
this platform tonight. And that is the message that every person,
every cne of God's children is entitled to emual chance, to ecual
dianity and to eaqual respect.

(Applause)

I wonder if you zl1l kncw how much it really means tn me
tonight tec see this culmination nof a lifetime of work. I have always
been interested in what we call human riohts, what lawyers and others
have called civil rights. I arew up in that kind of 2z familvy.

But there are some nld friends here from Minneapolis. Dr. Nels~n
knows of my days back there in the Twin Cities when we fought

hard to set up the first Human Relatinns Council and it was reallyv
ecumenical, Protestant, Cathnlic, Jew, black and white, and when
we passed the first Fair Employment Practices orcdinance, when we
inteqrated the Police Department, it wasn't a Adifficult prcblem,

I suppnse, because penple said that there weren't very many hlacks
there anyway, but we had plenty of prejudice. It doesn't take many,
you know, to get a lot of nrejudice.

Rut we did it.

One time when I was addressing the great organization, the NAAC
in their convention in New Vork, I remember s» well nne of the
Speakers gont up and said, we consider Hubert Humphrey John the
Paptist of the civil rights movement and I aqot up and I said, you
remember what happened to John's head, don't vnou?

(L mghter)

And I want to tell you, even if it recuired that, I w-~uld
be proud te have been associated in this fiqght for what I c-il
human rights that you have all heen involved in.

(Applause)

We are at a cross recads in this country and ycu know i7" and
I know it. I have heen trying to tell the penple of this cou:utrv
what the central issue is in this campaion. I have said the
Juesticn is, are we goning to trust each ather? I said the ceontral
issue is, are we aoing tn have a cnuntry that is unitea in ciustc
Or are we aninc to have nne that is divided in suspicicn and hate,
and I have said that this issue is an issue hetween the pennle's
of this land and there are people that make it a racial issue, and
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when some people say law and ~rder what thev are talkina about is
black and white. We knowthat.

(Aprlause)

I come to you with just a few credentials. There are penple
here that can stand up in a gernd »1d revival meetina like T have
attended and say I was there when I saw Hubert Humphrey enforce
the law in my city hut he didn't enforce it on cne aroup of peovle
any differently than he did it on another. 1In other words, eaual
-- equal protection »f the laws and equal enfcrcement of the laws.

(Applause)

I just talked to two or 3,000 peonle in this bhig hall and I
said that is not just laws that ynu talk about as law and order.

I am talking abnut housing laws, ton, and I am talkina about
huilding codes, teno, and I am talking ahout sanitary laws, too.

(Applause)

So, we are talking about the same thina,

It is gnod when a family gets toaether. I have heen z member
of your family as long as you have bheen a member of mine. We
have bheen together on these thinqs, dear friends. And I den't crme
here with, well, as a Johnny-Come-Lately. I come here earlv. And
I am so happy at long last to see that without -- whatever little
differences we may have and I am sure that some of us have little
differences, whatever thnse little differences may bhe, that we
have been abletn resonlve them for a2 higher nurpcese.

Bishop RBaber said something here toniaht to vou that he
said in the Cabinet Rnom of the White House as we sat there after
the death cof the Ielecved Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. I remembhexr
that day. We went tnaether. Pnd I remember he lnnked over across
the tahle at the President and he said, Mr, Tresident, there was
an nld preacher that once said that in the worst of times we must
de the best of things. And then we walked nut together and I said,
BEishop, come with me. Come with me and get in my car. Wa are
gning over to church.

In the worst of times -- now, these are difficult times, I
don't know whether they are the worst but thev are difficult, and
beyause they are dAifficult, we must do the hest of thinags.

(Applause)

We know what some of that means. I have been out with the labor
movement in this city tnday and I have bheen talkina straicht to
them as I did in St. Louis, and my friends are here from €t. Louis.
We were together last night or the niaght bhefore last., Time seems
to escape me here. Put I said to them, listen, I know what the
rumors are. I know what the agossip is. The gossir is this.

This is what the oppnsitinn puts cut t~» the blue cnllar white
worker. He says watch nut for that Humphrey. He is anina to aet
a2 black man a job and that means your job. That is what thev say.
They say whisper it.

And you knecw what I said te my friends in the labor movement,
I said, now, listen here, I am for jebs. I am for an exrand~d
economy in this country. I am for decent jobs and I am for jobs
2nd I don't care whether he is hlack, white, oreen, or purni>, fat,
t hink, tall or short. I am for jobs,

(Applause)

i Put I also told them something else. I know that a pe »le
that have been deprived and denied for nver a century somel .es
need a little extra friendship and a little extra help. E-wotimes
equal oppertunity is not just cuite enouah,

(Applause)

Let me give you an example. A child is the victim =+ salnu-
trition. We have seen it happen, And that child is defnir>d in
a sense, I mean, it is sick and it is picked up by somennc¢ =nd
they take it to a hnspital and the doctor examines it and he
doctor says this child is on the verge of death. This chil has
a dietary deficiency, protein deficiency, mineral deficiency.



This child is sick.

You don't say, now, well, let's aive -- everyhody is eatina
hamburgers today. Let's have everybody have a hamburger. That
won't cure the child. That child for a while needs a little extra,
a little extra.

(Applause)

My dear friends, the boy or the airl that lives in the
slums and has been the victim nf separate but unecual treatment,
a boy or a girl, white or black, that has never had a cood education,
a boy or a girl that has never had a chance for training or a
decent home and never had a chance to live in a decent neichhor-
hood, I don't care whether he is white or black, that hny or
girl needs a little extra of the bread nf life.

(Applause)
And my dear friends, that is why I want to be President. I want
to see that thev get a chance. I gnt nne. I want them tn have as
good a chance as Hubert Humphrey had and they are going to have
it, so help me God.

(Applause and standina ovation.)

Now, let me just say one or twn other things to vou. I am not
going to keep you long. VYnu have heen here a lona time. VOu
have really touched my heart a great deal. I would@ have been a
gnod preacher if I wasn't such a sinner. I am alad vou included
t hose five million sinners in there, Reverend. I thought vou were
aoing to leave.me out,

(Laughter)

But let me tell you this. Youérn't have to really philesoaphise
too much or get ton detailed about what we are tryina to do.
Somebody asked me, he said, just what is it that vou are -- what
areyou trying to de? Well, I have a sort nf a basic relicious con-
Viction. I am not exactly a man that qgoes around paradina every
day what my reliqion is. I seldom ever have mv ricture taken
deing to church. T ficgure that is my business and I just sort of
have my cwn way of doing things. Rut you know, in the church

 that I attend at home in Minneapolis when I am there in mv home
"Ci\ty is the First Church, First Conagreqaticnal Church there. The
nmipister in that church gave a sermon and here is what he had as
the caption at the top. Y ou fellows are agettina pretty clever now
with those programs you put out there. Vou ast s~me neat little
phrases on that so that you catch all the parishioners aoina out.
All the members of the conareaation remember exactly what vou were
trying to say in a sermon that might be a 1little lonager than just
those two lines and I do well to rememher that, toon,

(Laughter)

This minister's theme for that day was as fcllows, and this
is my religion. The way you treat people is the way you treat
Ged.

(Applause)

That is it. All the other things, all the parading around and all
the rest of this, that is dressina. That is trimminco. It is
beople that count. 2nd I mean all kinds of peonle.

Now, listen, we have got a wonderful treasure in this country
and you are part nf it, and so are &ther people. WWe are all part
of it, T like to think I am nart of it.

We have a qreat treasure here of human resources. Rec ‘os
that, we have got a great adventure qoing on in this country We
are the only country on the face of the earth that has ever
dared to try to make what we call a biracial, a pluralistic
society work. WE ARE GOING to see whether we can Ao it in . spirit
©f community, whether we can do it in a psirit of unity, whether
Wecan do it in a spirit of fellowship, or whether or not it has
to be apartheid, and we don't want that, and that is whv this
Campaiagn is important.

Now, I don't want t» get into the perscnalities but we have
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cne candidate that is just plain talkina, well, he is talkina about
pre-civil War. He is talking about --

VOICE: Tell it like it is.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Youbet T will tell it like it is.

(Applause)

e have one candidate that is appealing to people's fears, their
anxieties, their frustrations, their suspicions and their hadtreds.
Ladies and gentlemen, that is danwerous. Peoprle have done that in
Other countries and have ended ur with a tracedy.

That man can't win. I know that. TIut that can pecison the
social and the political atmosphere of this country, and that is
why I stand out on street corners until my throat is horse telling
the peonle you must not listen to thonse voices.

Now, there is another candidate that says he doesn't helieve
that, but he says we are qgoing a little too fast., Let me tell you,
ladies 2nd gentlemen, I said in 1948 that we were already 176 years
late,

(Applause and standing ovation.)

Dear friends, let me tell you something. V¥You know, it is
Very easy for people to say you are going tno fast if veu have
get everything you want,

(Applause)

It is like somebody said here the other day, an economic adviser,
he said maybe we need a little more unemployment and I said, ves,
for whom? Which man?

¥ou know who will he laid off first, VYou know.

Let me tell veu that is why this election is your election and
Mmine, toc. We are in the fiaght of our lives. I will be honest with
veu, I am behind and whzn T am behind in this election, so are
yecu,

(Applause)

I have only got one thina to work with in this election and
that is the trust of the people. Now, we have worked inaather.
There are people here that know. We have wept toagether, worked
together, we have fought together, we have 'een defeated toaether
2nd we have won tngether. We know «ach other,

Mow, this is one time, My friends, where the chips are Aown,
as we say, and I A-u't -= I want you to know that we can win this
€lentinn, We <an win it.

(Applause and standing cvation.)

VOICES: We want Humphrey. We want Humphrev.

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you, thank yeu. You have
Jot me.

(Laughter)

Put I have got to he very honest with vou. We have qgnt to qet
more than just us.

Now, what we want to do is just go on out and talk ahrout
our country. This isour country.

Vou know that I was readina tonight, just a few minutos ame
-- they are always telling me I have gnt to hurry and go, you
know, I have got a big schedule -- and I was readina tonictu®t about
some of the history of the American Nearo. FEvery white hov -.nd
girl needs to know it. Otherwise, we will never, never, ne - r
get this understood.

(Applause)

Let me tell you, my dear friends, you at Punker Hill -aere
"7as a black man there, and more than cne. Let me tell you mv
dear friends, there was ~ne who was the closest friend of « rxge
Washington that stond by him at Valley Forae and there was ona
with Abraham Lincoln and there were thousands »f them.

Listen, I was out to the Piver Rouge rlant today. Whe is
building these autrmmobiles? Whe has helned fisht our wars? Who
has helped build this countrv and our railronads and our factrries?
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You know we have done it, we have done it together, black and white.
2nd that is the way we are going to save this country. We are anina
to save it toaether but we are qoing to have teo have leadership to
de it., And I want to be your leader. I really want to he ynur
leader. I want to help.

(Applause)

Now, I want you to do me -- I want you to do a favor for
our cause. I want you to g0 home to your respective communities and
I want you to talk to every person that you ever talked to in your
life. You really have only 19 more days hefore the decision will
be made and if that decision were made tonight, my dear friends, I am
afraid we would be counted out. DBut we have qot 19 days. The Lord
made the world in seven. We ought to be able to do somethina in
19,

(Applause and laughter)
18 days. He made it in six, gave us one to lav off on, vou
remember that,

(Laughter)
I am just checking that out with you, Bishon. That is riaht. OK.
Fut in all seriousness, 19 days.

Now, what can we do in 19 days? Foraet about the fact thatwe
are going to be ahle to match dollar for dallar, We can't dn
that and I know that. My orponent has already book and haought
four hours of television time the Caturday hefore the eloction.
Vational, I woinld hate to tell vou how much that ceost. Vou could
every one of you Puild yourself a brand new church. It is really
fantastic. We can't match that. And T d-n'+ intend te trv to
Ratch it. I intend vo trv to adet sone. o are aning +o ack nannle
acress merica to helios vy and thigy Wwlil,

But I will €oll pou what we oen An, Yeu ean an from hiock
to block and yeu can tzlk to every perscn you kuow and lot me tell
you, you can talk to them white, black, red, brown, areen, purple,
We don't care. Talk to then.

And I will tell you what else yru candon. VYou can anreal +o
People's sense of dignity and I want you %o da it

Now, tried to aet my ennonents to debate me. Thev won't
do that, They are n~% qoing %o do that. fay, I would like to see
them come up before any audience and dshate vx. T have trid vou
== they are not going to do it. T know that znd T zm danina ~o ouit
taling aboutit kacause thev are not going to Ar it., I¢ makes
it look kind of fonlish after a while but we can qo to the nennle.

Now, what are wa gning o o to Zhe nennle with? Ve are
going to go not only with a cendidate buk we are aoing with a
Program. You and I know that these agreat American cities of ours
ére sick today. They need help. You know that. If vou don't know
it, who would? TLock at where many of your people live. Look at
how they have +o live.

Let me t~11 vou, if you don't want te do it for an acdult, for
©®odness sake, lo~k at a littie child and say I want to de it for
that baby and thaz 1it+le hov an® tha* litele airl,

(Applause’

Every day #s I g0 across this country I see these 1littl
children and I love them and some of them are crippled and s~
are not andsocme of them are hricht and some of them are not - .+
every one of them is GeAd's tostinonial to his faith in the fu.re.
Every one of them. And ny dezr friends, we have ant to make i'is
America worthy for them.

Now, maybe we can't fix it up fast enough for you or for ae.
Maybe we will be gone o onr —-- whatever reward it is that we ..re
@ing to get. But I will tall vou this, that if we werk at it. we
Can make it a better place for +hnse little ones. And that is what
ur® objective is.

Now, when I am ynur President, I want you to know that that
Place called the White House will be =z nlace that welcrmes hlack

=



pecple and it will be your house just as much as it is my house.
I want you to =--

(Laughter and applause)

-- know that and I want you to know that it will be a mecca for
your little ones. They will love it because it is theirs just
like it is mine.

And I want you to know that we are aoing to redouble our
efforts and ocur programs ~f education and training and we are ooinqg
to try to make it so that people reacardless of race, color or creed
Can be owners, property owners. We are going to try to have safe
neighborhoods, not only in the suburbs for the whites but in any
place where anybody lives.

(Applause)

And let me tell you something else. I moved into an intearated
Neighborhend down in Washington, Southwest Washington. And it is
Within three blocks -- now, this is a fact, and you come down
there and look =-- within three blecks there is public housing, low
middle income housing, and the kinds of housing that I live in
that you know is more expensive. I live where it is real nice and
fancy. Within one block there is this low middle incoms and
within the third bleck there is public housina,

We have got a park right out in front of our apartment, Ve
all play together out there. The other day we wore playing out
thoare, Sunday. There were four or five little children *here.
Thov were black and white. They were playina tnaether, theav didn't
hzive an ounce of prejudice. They haven't got cld enough yet. Not
& bit, That is a fact. And there was little Clyde and Clyde was
a black boy and there he was and he was building a hishway. 2And
there was another little fellow over here and I think his name was
Czrl and he was making chocrlate cake with super duper frosting,
and then there was little Theresa and little Theresa was running
back and forth all the time all over the place and finally Clyde
said, Mx., Vice Presiden%t, vou can't huild hichways with Theresa
running across them all the time.

(Lauqghter)

We were having a wonderful time out there, working and workina
togather,

“hat I want to tell you is, I moved into this neiaghbhorhood,
tcraily integrated. And now, what? The property values didn't drop
a i

(Applause)

They let me in and it did-~'% hurt anvhodyr,

Let's just face up uo it. Let's sust face up to it, ILet's
face up to it. What do we believe in in this country? We believe
in freedom of choice. Some of us want to live with nur relativas,
Some of us want to live in ovr -- with people that are just like us.
Some of us don't. We believe in freedom of cheoice. We bhelieve
in the right that we are going to judge men and women in this country
not on the basis of birth, not cn the hasis nf how they look, not
on the basisof how they spell th:ir name. We are agoing to judae
people on the basis of merit, o= the bhasis of performance and if ynu
Can perform, if you have qot character and if you have merit, they
You are entitled to respect ar’! i* you are not, it doesn't make
any difference whether you arc ~inck or white. VYou are not entitled
to it, It is just that simple.

Well, I want you to go to w.:k now. I am going to ano to ==
let's see, I qo to Hartford, Connecticut, early tomorrow morning and
wWe have got a big day there and then we are qgoing to he up around
all through Connecticut. We are noing to be there.

You have enough power, my dear friends. I am not talking
black power now, I am talking vote power.

(Applause)

YOu have got enough vote power and you have ant enough pride, just
good persconal pride, to want to make something happen in this country.
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Theworld is watching to see what this country is going to do,
make no mistake about it. The wnrld is askina, are we ahle to make
this democracy work? 2And I tell -- I want you to tell the world
that we together can make it work. We can keep our communities
better, make them better. We can keep the peace, and whv? Well,
I will tell you something. Pope Paul said somethina not lona aan
that every Christian ouaht to rememberand every Jew and every qentile
and every other person. I don't happen to be Catholic, I am
Protestant but Pope Paul said develcpment is the new name for
peace. Development. And when we develop people, when we develop
neighhorhoods, when we develop decent communities, that is when we
get peace, peace at home and peace abroad.

We are going to dn it. We are going to move mountains, my
friends. We are goinao to have a period in the next Presidency
that will he something of which you can be broud because you will he
a part of it and I want vyou to know I am going to ask for vour
help. I am not going to ask for your vote, I am qoing to ask for
your advice, I am going to ask for your counsel, I am going to
ask for your help, and we are geing to move things in this countrv.

Ve are not going to let American cities rot from within and the
people within them rot. We are not going to let this great America
of ours be divided and torn. We are not going to let neople vote
Heir hates,either. We are qoing to apneal to them to vote their
hopes in this election.

(Applause)

So, as we say at those 14 prayer meetings, aive me your hand
and give me your heart. And really I need it. I de ask y»n»u now,
you have given me a resolutinn, you have given me a areat gift here
today, a great qift of vyour confidence. I promise you I will
never do, at least I will never knowinalv hetrav that confidence. I
will try to merit and earn your respect, your continuina respect,
but I simply have got to bear down on it.

Friends, we have got t» work as we have never worked hefore.
We have got to stir people. We have got to aet out in our
nNeighborhonds. You have got to make this your cause. Vou dear
friends, are running for President, you work your heart out hecause
You are running for President. You are runninag with me. You are on
the ticket with me. You are in this ficht, and let me tell you
Scomething, if you go back to wherever your communitv is and you
talk and just talk to people from your heart you @nn't need to
Use -- you don't need to talk about Democrat or Republican; just
talk ahoutwhat we are trying to do and get pecple tn he arcused and
tirred to*make this country what it ought to be, this areat American
ream 8f America, of cne nation, yes indeed, and it says one Natinn
under God and as one Nation under God indivisible, and it also
Says with liberty and justice for all. Let's do it.

Thank you very much,

(Applause)
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