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REMARKS OF 
VICE PRESIDENT HUDERT H. HUMPHREY 

TO NEGRO MINISTERS 

Cobo Hall 
Detroit, Mishigan 
Thursday, October 17, 1968 

Thank you, thank you. Thank you very much, Pish0o Baber. 
Thank you very much. My, h0w I wish my vo ice t 0niqht were as full 
and as strong as that of Dr. Brookins that I just listened t o a 
few moments aqo , and this dear and w0nderful friend o f <"'llrs, Rishon 
Baber, and Dr. Allen, but I have been d0inq a s much s peakinq, 
may I say, as any preacher ever did, and I have been tryinq t o 
save a f€w political s ouls. 

(Laughter) 
I want very much first o f all, t o tell you that I am very 

deeply moved, very sincerely, very sincerely qrateful f or y~ur 
presence here, f o r the words that I have just listened to in y0ur 
resolution. 

I have had a l ong day. We q~t in here from ~ew York City 
last niqht after ~:0 0 o 'clock in the morninq and we started with a 
very heavy proqram t oday . Yesterday we had ten rneetinqs and the day 
befc re I guess eiqht c- r t e n. I am tryinq t o do v.1hat you try t o 
de , I am trying t o brincr a messaqe t 0 the American nenple. And I 
have been trying to bring the ve ry me ssage that I heard from 
t his platform t onight. An0 that is the message that every person, 
every one o f Gad's children is entitled t o e oual chance , t o eaual 
dignity and t o equa l respect. 

(Appl a use) 
I wonder if yo u a ll know how much it really means t 0 me 

tonight t c s~e this culmination of a lifetime of work. I have alwa ys 
been intere sted in what we call human riqhts, what l awyers and others 
have called civil riqhts. I qrew u p in that kino ~f a ~amily. 
But there are s ome old friends here from Minneapolis. Dr. Nels~n 
knows of my days back there in the Twin Cities when '"e f ouqht 
hard t o set up the first Human Relati0ns Council a nd it was rea lly 
ecumenical, Protestant, Cath0lic, Jew, hlack and white, ann ~117hen 
we passed the first Fair Ernpl 0yment Practices o rdinance, when we 
integrated the Police Department, it wasn't a difficult prchlem, 
I suppose, because pe0ple said that there weren't very many hlacks 
there anyway, but we had plenty o f prejudice. It ooe5n't take many, 
you know, t o ge t a l o t o f nrejudice. 

nut we d i d it. 
One time when I was addressing the qreat o rganization, the NAAC; 

in their convention in New York, I remember s 0 well one of the 
s peakers qo t up and said, we c onsider Hubert Humphrey J ohn the 
Baptist of the civil rights movement and I qot up and I said , you 
r emember what happened to J ohn's head, don't you? 

(L aghter) 
And I want t o tell you, even if it recruire<'i. that, I w'nld 

be pr ':lud t o have been associated in this fiqht f r r what I c :: ; 1 
human riqhts that you have all been invo lved in. 

(Applause ) 
l-"Je are at a cro ss r oads in this country and yr u know :~ '~ a nd 

I know it. I have been tryinq tr1 tell the pe0ple o f this co·:~:.~.trv 
what the central issue is in this ca~paian. I have said t he 
auestion is, are we qoing t o trust each o th n r ? I said the ~~ntral 
issue is, are we qo ing t o have a ("!~un.t.ry that is unitea 1u t..Lu~-c 
o r are we qoinq t o have one th:t.t is d ivided in susnicicn anr hate, 
a nd I have said that thi~ issue is an issue hetween the pe~ple's 
o f this land and the re are people that make it a racial issue, and 
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when some people say law and nrder what they are talkinq ahout is 
black and white. We knowthat. 

(Applause) 
I come to you with just a few credentials. There are people 

here that can stand up in a gcod old revival meetinq like I have 
attended and say I was there when I saw Hubert Humphrey enforce 
the law in my city but he didn't enforce it on one aroup nf oeonle 
any differently than he did it on another. In other wcr0s, eaual 

equal protection cf the laws and equal enforcement of the la,.,s. 
(Applause) 
I just talked to two or 3,000 peonle in this hiq hall and I 

said that is not just laws that y0u talk ahout as law and oroer. 
I am talkinq about housing laws, t0o, and I am talkinq about 
building codes, too, and I am talking about sanitary laws, too. 

(Applause) 
So, we are talking about the same thinq. 
It is good when a family gets toqether. I have heen a member 

0f your family as lonq as you have been a member 0f mine. We 
have been together on these thin~s, dear frienns. And I oon't come 
here w~th, well, as a Jchnny-Corne-Lately. I come here early. Ann 
I am s(} happy at long last to see that without -- whatever _ little 
differences we may have and I am sure that some n f us have little 
differences, whatever thJse little differences may he, that we 
have been ableto resolve them for a hi~her ourpcse. 

Bishop Baber said something here toni0ht to you that he 
said in the Cabinet R0cm of the White House as we sat there after 
the death cf the Del~ved Dr. ~artin Luther Kinq, Jr. I rememher 
that day. We wept toGether. ~nd I remember he looked 0ver across 
the table at the President and he said, Mr. President, there was 
an old preacher that once said that in the worst 0f times we must 
do the best of things. And then t,.Te '"alked out toqether and I said, 
Bishop, come with me. Come with me and get in my car. lATe are 
going over to church. 

In the worst of times -- n0w, these are difficult times. I 
don't know whether they are the worst hut they are difficult, and 
beyause they are difficult, ,.,e must do the hest of thinqs. 

(Applause) 
We know what some of that means. I have been out with the labor 
movement in this city today and I have been talkinq straiaht to 
them as I did in St. Louis, and my friends are here from St. Loui~. 
We were together last niaht or the night before last. Time seems 
to escape me here. Rut I said to them, listen, I know what the 
rumors are. I know what the gossip is. The qossir is this. 
This is what the oppositirm puts out tn the blue collar white 
worker. He says wa_tch out for that Humphrey. He is 11nin0 to aet 
a black man a job and that means your j~h. That is what they say. 
They say whisper it. 

And you knew what I said t o my friends in the labor mnvement, 
I said, now, listen here, I am f0r jnhs. I am f0r an exnand~d 
economy in this c ountry. I am for decent jobs and I am for j ·.)bs 
and I don't care whether he is black, white, qreen, nr purnJ.~, fat, 

t hink, tall or short. I am for jobs. 
(Applause) 

_ nut I also told them something else. I knew that a pE~· :1le 
that have been deprived and denied for 0ver a century some t~ne s 

need a little extra friendship and a little extra help. E' c• ·' <~·tirnes 

equal opportunity is not just auite enouah. 
(Applause) 
Let me give you an example. A child is the victim ":';J' :·n.3.lnu­

trition. We have seen it happen. And that child is def0rf"' ·_., < ~ in 
a sense, I mean, it is sick and it is picked up by some0n0 ~~d 
they take it to a h0 spital and the rloctor examines it ano +~n2 

doctor says this child is on the verge of death. This chilJ has 
a dietary deficiency, protein deficiency, mineral deficiency. 
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This child is sick. 
You don't say, now, well, let's qive -- every:b0dy is eatina 

hamburgers today. Let's have everybody have a hamburger. That 
won't cure the child. That child f o r a while need s a little extra, 
a little extra. 

(Applause) 
~y dear friends, the bo y or the qirl that lives in the 

slums and has been the victim of separate hut unenual treatment, 
a boy or a girl, white o r black, that has never had a aonn education, 
a boy o r a girl that has never had a chance f o r traininq or a 
decent home and never had a chance to live in a decent neiahhor­
hood, I do n't care whether he is white o r black, that hny or 
girl needs a little extra of the bread of life. 

(Applause) 
And my dear friends, that is why I want t o be President. I want 
to see that they get a chance. I qot one. I want them to have as 
good a chance as Hubert Humphrey had and they are aoinq t o have 
it, s o help me God. 

(Applause and standinq ovatinn.) 
Now, let me just say o ne o r two other thinqs to vru. I am not 

g8ing to keep you lonq. You have been here a lona time. YOu 
have really t ouched my heart a qreat deal. I would have been a 
g0od preacher if I wasn't such a si~ner. I am qlan you incluaed 

t h0se five million sinners i.n there, Reverend. I th0uqht. y0u were 
aoing t o leave . . me out. 

(Laughter) 
But let me tell ynu this. Youd0n't have to really nhil0so phise 

t oo much or qet too netaile~ about what we are tryinq t o no. 
Somebody asked me, he sairl , just what is it that yo u are -- what 
areyou trying to do? Well, I have a sort of a basic reliqious c o n­
Viction. I am not exactly a man that goes around paraninq every 
day what my reli~ion is. I seldom ever have my picture taken 
going t o church. I fiqure that is my business and I just sort of 
have my own way of doing thinqs. Rut you know, in the church 

\ that I attend at home in r-1inneapolis \-lhen I am there in mv home 
\c~ty .i.s the First Church, First Conqreqational Church there. The 
rn~ister in that church aave a sermon and here is what he han as 
th~ caption at the top. Y ou fellows are oettinq pretty clever now 
with those proqrams you put out there. You a?t s~rn.e neat little 
phrases on that so that you catch all the parishioners qoina out. 
All the members of the conaregation remember exactly what you were 
tryinq to say in a sermon that mioht be a little lonaer than just 
those two lines and I do well to remember that, too. 

(Laughter) 
This minister's theme for that day was as fellows, and this 

is my religion. The way you treat people is the '!i>ray you treat 
God. 

(Applause) 
That is it. All the other thinqs, all the paradinq arouna e.n (1 all 
the rest of this, that is dressinq. That is trimmina. It is 
people that count. And I mean all kinds of peoole. 

Now, listen, we have qot a wonderful treasure in this c ·")untry 
and you are part of it, and so are other people . T•Je are all fl?.rt 
of it. I like to think I am oart of it. 

We have a qreat treasure here of human resources. Rer. : · .' ~ s 
that, we have got a qreat adventure qoinq on in this country , ~e 
are the only country on the face of the earth that has ever 
dared to try to make what we call a biracial, a pluralistic 
society work. WE ARE GOING t o see whether we can no it in .'. 3Pirit 
of community, whether we can do it in a psirit of unity, whethe r 
wecan do it in a spirit of fellowship, or whether or not it has 
to be apartheid, and we 0on't want that, and that is whv this 
campaiqn is imoortant. 

Now, I don't Hant t o qet into the oers0nalities hut we have 
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one candidate that is just plain talkinn, well, he is talkinq about 

pre-civil War. He is talkinq about --
VOICE: Tell it like it is. 
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Youbet I will tell it like it is. 
(Applause) 

Ne have one candidate that is appealinq to people's fears, their 

anxieties, their frustrations, their suspicions and their hactreds. 

Ladies and gentlemen, that is danqerous. People have done that in 

Other countries and have ende~ un with a traaedy. 
That man can't win. I know that. Put that can poison the 

social and the political atmosphere of this c0untry, and that is 

why I stand out on street corners until my throat is horse tellin~ 

the pe09le you must n0t listen to th0se voices. 
Now, there is another candidate that says he doesn't helieve 

that, hut he says we are qoinq a little too fast. Let me tell you, 

ladies and gentlemen, I said in 1948 that we were alrea~y 176 years 

late. 
(Applause anG standing ovation.) 
Dear friends, let me tell you something. You know, it is 

very easy for people to say y0u are goinq too fast if vcu have 

qot everything you want. 
(Applause) 

It is l.:i.ke somebody said here the other day, an economic adviser, 
he said maybe we need a little m0re unemployment and I said, yes, 

for whom? Which man? 

You kn'Jw who \<Jill be laid off first. You know. 
Let me tell yon that is why this election is y0ur el~ction and 

mine , to0. We are in t he fiaht of our lives. I will be honest with 

ysu . I am behind and ltlh~n I ant bthind in this election, so are 
ycu. 

(Applause) 
I have only qot one thinq to ¥T')rk \<Tith in this election and 

that is the trust of the people. Now, we have 'I-'Torke0 torrether. 

There are people here that know. We have wept t oqether, worke0 

t .oqether, we have fought together, we h;:nrc 7Jceu defeateo t0crether 

ano. we have vlcn together. VJe krv"'•·- e-ach other. 
Now, this is one H=..::, my friends, \vher.e the chips are nmvn, 

as we say, and I r'l.a1 • t -- I \.vant you to knclW t!1a·l: we can ~·lin this 

election. w~ ~an win it. 
(Appl ause and standing ovation.) 

VOICES: ~....-re ,.,rant Humnhrey. t-Te \.vant Humnhrey. 
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you, t hank ycu. Yo u have 

got me. 
(Laughter) 

~ut I have got to he very honest \>Jith you. t•Te have crnt to qet 
more than just us. 

Now, what we want to c'l.o is just q0 on out and talk al-:lout 
our country. This isour country. 

You know that I was readinq toniqht, just a few mim.::t.·:.:. s aqo 

-- they are ahvays telling me I have qot to hurry anc'l qo, y: _, ,_,_ 

knm.,, I have got a biq scheoule -- a.nd I was readinq tonie:·: i:-. about 

some of the history of the American Neqro. Every "¥Thi te hey -,~1d 

girl needs to know it. Otherwise, we t-rill never, never, ne•_;·.:,r 
get this understood. 

(Applause) 
Let me tell you, my dear friends, you at Bunker Hill :-l lere 

· ras a hlack man there, and more than 0ne. Let me tell you my 

dear friends, there was one who "¥!as the closest friend 0f t :' ' "!:-qe 

Washington that sto0d by him at Valley Forqe and there t~as on.:.: 

with Abraham Lincoln ann there were thousands 0f them. 
Listen, I \vas out to the "River Rouqe plant te>day. T•1ho is 

building these automobiles? r,Thc has helned fiqht our wars? Who 

has helped build this countrv and our railroa0s and our fact0ries? 
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You know we have done it, we have done it toqether, hlack and white. 
And that is the way we are qoing to save this country. We are croinq 
to save it toqether but we are ryoinq to have to have leadership to do it. And I want to be your leader. I really want to be your 
leader. I want to help. 

(Applause) 
N0w, I want you to do me -- I want you to do a favor for 

our cause. I want you to qo home to your respective communities and 
I want you to talk to every person that you ever talkec to in your life. You really have only 19 more days before the decision will 
he made and if that decision were made toniqht, my dear friends, I am 
afraid we would be counted out. But we have qot 19 days. The Lord made the world in seven. We ought to he able to do somethino in 19. 

(Applause and laughter) 
18 days. He made it in six, gave us one to lay off on, you 
remember that. 

(Laughter) 
I am just checking that out with you, Bishoo. That is riqht. OK . flut in all seriousness, 19 days. 

Now, what can we do in 19 days? Forqe t about the fac t thatwe 
are going to be able to match dollar for oollar . We cnn 't Cr"l 
tha t and I know that. My opponent has already book c.ncl !:'Gnqht 
f our hours of te levis ion time the Saturdny hefore th~ el~ction. Nation<:.l . I ':!::)E:!.ci h~te t o tell y')u hmv much that cost. You could 
every one of yo u build yourself a brand new church. It is really 
fantastic. ~Ye cD.n' t match that. And I r1.-:n' t in·tond to try to 
match it. I i nten~ ~n t~y to 00t sc8P. ~~ ar~ 0oin7 to a sk neople across America t:o J:-:-1.,:. ·,· ::; a.t,:: -t·.l·- 2y ,,_:_u_. 

nut I will b;tll_ y~ ·. : .:. io--l ,."i. = v· ·?! C c. r \ •'~•") . You. can qn from blnck 
t o b lock and you can t2.lk t:o every person you kmy.v and let roe tell 
you , you can t~lk to them \'?hi te, black, r~d, brown, qreen, purple. rPe don It careo Talk t.o the~l. 

And I -vri1.1 t .ell y011 w~-'lt. else ynu cando . Yf)n can antceal to 
people's sense of diqnity &n~ I want y0u to d0 i t . 

Ncnv , I ~;r :i.ed tn rr~d.: 1!1.'! 0T)f'Onf";:nt.s ·t0 c ehate me . Thpv ¥Ton ' ·t 
do that . They are n~t ~oinq to do that. S~y , I would like to see t hs-::n c0me up before any audience 2.nd debate 1~::;, I have t r.':;__<1 y0u 
-- -the7 are no·i: <Joing to c.o i t. I k nm.: ~:hat a nd I ~'-n q--Yi :na 't<) aui t 
t aP.:i:1g abouti t t~cause they are no\: rroin~ to r.(' i.t . I': m2.kes 
it look kind 0f fnolish after a ~~ile but we can q0 to t he 0e0nle . 

Now, \o7h<'l.-t: are we 'lnhvr t .n qo to the pen:)J.e with? V10 a.re 
qoinq t o go :n-ot only "'i th a C;c.ndi(late bt"!.t •,..J(~ ... u-e 00inq with a 
Program . You ano I know that these grea·t American cities of ours 
are sick t oday . They need ht?.lp. You kn0w that. If you don't know it , who would:> Look at \rlhere many of your people live. Look at 
how they have to live. 

Let me t~l1 you, if you don't want to do it for an adult, for 
~odness sake, l~nk at a little chi ld and say I want to do it fo r 
that baby and t h ~1't .li.t7.1A hoy a::. .. ~ that li.~:·\:le q:i.~~l . 

(Applause ) 
Every day as I qo across t his country I see these litt l ~ children and I love t hf'!m anti some c, f them are crippled and sr.\.-,_,-, 

are not andsome of thP-:rn are hr:i.qht and some of them are not ·.- - :-~ 
every one of them is Ger.'::; ·::-..?!:ti:.-r:onial to his faith in the fu · '- ~ - 're. Every one o f them. And !'1Y Cl. ~.:::.r friends, \-le have aot to make \:.··,i s America worthy for them. 

Now, maybe we can 't fix it up f ast enouqh for you 0 r for -;-.1e . Maybe we will be gone to O'lr -- whatever reward it is that we: -:.:. ::::-e 
CJ)ing to get. But I will t .2ll ynu this r that if \<Ye wcrk at it , :-1e 
can make it a better place fDr -!:hos e little 0nes. And that is what urr objective is. 

Now, when I am your Presifl.f?nt, I want you t o kno~.r that tha t place called the White House wil l be a nlace that welccmes hlac:{ 



people and it will be your house just as much as it is my house. 
I want you to --

(Laughter and applause} 

6 

-- know that and I want you to know that it will be a mecca for your little ones. They will love it because it is theirs just 
like it is mine. 

And I want you to know that we are goinq to redouble our efforts and our programs 0f education and training and we are qoinq 
to try to make it so that people reqardless of race, color or creed can be owners, property owners. We are going to try to have safe 
neighborhoods, not only in the suburbs for the .whites but in any 
place where anybody lives. 

(Applause) 
And let me tell you sGmething else. I moved into an inteorated 

neighborhood down in Washington, Southwest Washington. And it is 
WLthin three blocks -- now, this is a fact, and y0u c0me down 
there and look --within three hlccks there is public housing, low middle income housing, and the kinds of housing that I live in 
that you know is more expensive. I live where it is real nice and 
fancy. Within one block there is this low middle incomo and 
within the third block there is public housinq. 

We have got a park riqht out in front of our apart~:1ent ~ ~'le 
all play together out there. The other day we ll~re :play:i.nq oat 
thpre, Sunday. There were four or five little children there. 
Tb-:·~,r ~:1ere black and white. They \'lere playinq tr:>qether, they oidn' t 
h.:< v:.:! an ounce of prejudice. They haven't qot cld enouqh yet. Not 
a bi t. That is a fact. And there was little Clyde and Clyde was 
a b lack boy and there he was and he was building a hiohway. And 
thf=~r e· l.•ras another little fellow over here and I think his name was 
C;;_:r.- 1 and he was making choc~late cake with super duper frostinq, 
a nd then there was little Theresa and little Theresa was runninq 
b~ck and forth all the time all over the :place and finally Clyde said, Mr. Vice President, you can't hLild hiqhways with Theresa 
running across them all the time. 

(Lauqhter) 
We were having a wonderful time out there, workinq and workina 

~':ihat I want to tell you is, I moved into this neiqhhorhood, 
tct.~~:!..ly inteqrated. And now, what? The p:r-operty values didn't drop a ~)j ~:. 

(Applause) 
T:r. .. 2y let me in and it did::--.' t hurt anyhod~,r . 

Let's just face up l: t"~ it. Le-t' s j u.st face up to it. LE'-t' s 
face up to it. What do we believe in in this co~ntry? We bel i eve 
in freedom of choice. Some of us want to live with our relatives. Some of us want to live in ot,_r -- \'lith people that are just l.i.ke us. 
Some of us don't. We believe in freedom of choice. We believe 
in the riqht that we are qoing to judqe men and women in this country not on the basis of birth, not 0~1 the hasis nf how they look, n0t 
on the basisof how they spell t!11d r name. l-\Te are qoinq to judoe 
people on the basis 0£ merit, o:-1 t·.he basis of performance and if you 
can perform, if you have qot c haracter and if you have merit, they 
you are entitled to respect a:r'd j ~= you are not, it doesn't make 
any difference whether you ar0 "-J .. "'?.(:k or white. You are not entitlec 
to it. It is just that simple. 

Well, I want you to go to w:_):k now. I am going to qo to -­
let's see, I qo to Hartford, Connecticut, early tomorrow morninq and we have got a big day there and then we are qoinq to be up around 
a11 through Connecticut. We are ~oing to be there. 

You have enough power, my dear friends. I am not talkinq 
black power now, I am talking vote power. 

(Applause) 
YOu have got enough vote power and you have qot enouqh prioe, just good personal pride, to want to make something haopen in this country. 
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Theworld is watching to see what this country is qoinq to de, 
make no mistake about it. The world is askinq, are we ahle to make 
this democracy work? And I tell -- I want you to tell the world 
that we together can make it work. We can keep our communities 
better, make them better. 1ive can keep the peace, and why? lA1ell, 
I will tell you something. Pope Paul said sornethinq not lonq aq~ 
that every Christian ouqht to remember and every Jet..o~ and every qentile 
and every other person. I don't happen to be Catholic. I am 
protestant but Pope Paul sai0 development is the new name for 
peace. Development. And when we develop people, when we nevelop 
neiqhborhoods, when we develop decent communities, that is when we 
qet ?eace, peace at home and peace abroad. 

V.7e are going to do it. We are qoing to move mountains, my 
friends. We are goina to have a period in the next Presinency 
that will be something of which you can be proud because you ~ill be 
a part of it and I want you to know I am going to ask for your 
help. I am not goinq to ask for your vote, I am qoing to ask for 
your advice, I am going to ask for your counsel, I am qoinq to 
ask for your help, and we are going to mnve thinqs in this country. 

We are not goinq to let American cities rot from within and the 
people within them rot. We are not going to let this great America 
of ours be divided and torn. We are not goinq to let people vote 
Heir hates,either. We are qoinq to appeal to them to vote their 
hopes in this election. 

(Applause) 
So, as we say at th0se o ld prayer meetinqs, qive me vour hand 

and give me your heart. And really I need it. I do ask you now, 
you have given me a resoluti0n, you have qiven me a areat gift here 
today, a great qift of your confidence. I promise you I will 
never do, at least I will never knowinqly betray that confidence. I 
will try to merit and earn ynur respect, your continuinq respect, 
but I simply have qot to bear down .on it. 

Friends, we have got to work as we have never worked hefore. 
We have got to stir people. We have qat to qet out in our 
neighborhoods. You have got to make this your cause. You near 
friends, are running for President, you work your heart out hecause 
you are running for President. You are runninq with me. You are on 
the ticket with me. You are in this fiaht, and let me tell you 
something, if you go back to wherever y0ur community is and you 
talk and just talk to people from your heart you don't need to 
use -- you don't need to talk about Democrat or Republican; just 
talk aboutwhat we are tryinq to do and qet per.ple t0 ~e aroused and 
~rred t~make this country what it ouqht to be, this qreat American 
ream ~f America, of one nation, yes indeed, and it says one Nati0n 
under God and as one Nation under God indivisihle, and it also 
says with liherty and justice for all. Let's do it. 

Thank you very much. 
{Applause) 

# # # 
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