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MR. 8PIVA¥: Our guest teday on MEBET THE PRESS is Vice

President Hubazt Humphrey, the Denocratic

s

MR. PERKING: Mr. Vice President, the public, I imac

ney,

H

caught in a welter of these confusing reporis about what nay

[WE
i

or may net be happening on Vietnan.

Could yon shad zome
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VICE PREUSIDENT HUMPHREY: WVell, it szems to me, fivst o

all, that the most defiritive statements would come from the

watch very carefully as to what is happening. I believe there
ave indications that bear some significance. There has besn &
Inll in the fichting:; there has heza very low casuzliies;

there are sensitive negotiations under way and I believe that T
make my greatest conbribution to the success of these negotia-

-

tions by meintaining a digcreact siience on them.

specifically, you say there is a lull in the fighting. Do you
consider that to be alnll or, as some military people, 4o you
considar that just to be the result of a withdrawal because
llorth Vietnamese troops have been beaten rather badly in a few
engagenents?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I really don't know, but I know

there is a lull in the fighting and ¥ think that is of soue

by
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- ovr government and the officials in Saigon must take intc con-

s sideration as well as our negotiators in Pavis

o 8 MR. PERRINS: Well, given what you know -~ perhaps much

P of it which you can't tell us, but given what you know, arve you
| hopeful that there msy be a break, there may be a cessation to
1t

r:f the bomding; there may be some kind of at least tentative agree-
:

z u ment before November 8th?

s i

t‘Ff VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, T am hopeful that there

v S

he & M2y ba ~-

v MR. PERKINS: Fifth, rather.

o VICE PRESIDERNT [IUMPHREY: I am hopeful that there may be

1
i
s § soms brasak. I don't know when it will come. I think that the
& ;
i
I

?t,j sooner it comes the better for all of us, but let us hope that
l! i
-+ § nothing happens that will br ak off these negotiations or in f
i :
., I any way interfere with what seeme to be under way now. So g
LR :
.. 1 you ask me the questioa, am I hopeful. The answer is "Yes."
ﬁ§3 (Announcements) ;
= ;
i L ST R }

2 : i
R !
o MR. BAILEY: Mr. Vice Presidsnt, at your press conference .
2 oH i
: |

., I this past week you said that you thought you were fifty-fifty
S . i
i o . :
.., i OF better in 19 states with 251 electoral votes. That is 19 £
; I shert of the electoral majority’ e :

7

[T

4 L
It seems to me that your arithmetic, the figures that you

e e e e g
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lizted, suggests the best you can hope for now is not to

win ottvight, but to deny a victory to Mr. Nixon on election
Gay end thus put the election into the electoral college and

] "

coulé ececept

f=te
i
(]
o
w

o
o
~

pose of argument, just for a minute,

coulid you t2ll uz whathar and how you thought this election

could be resolved in the electoral college if it is not settled

pd

a week from Tusszday?
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, Mr. Bailey, first of all,

I o not accepl your reading. Thoss figures that I gave you I

menticned in an interview some of the state

£}

where I thought
we had at least a fifty-fifty or better chance of winning. I~
had no idea of how manv electoral votes they added up to. I
intend to win this election. I intend to get 270 or more
electoral votes. I want to see this election won that way and
that is my inteation. The states that I gave to you as being
what I thought favqrable to my candidacy were based upon sampl-
ings made a week ago or longer. We have been on the rise.
There isn't any doubt about it, that there is grsat momentum
in my campaign, so let's make it clear first, I intend to win

this electicn.

Row, let's take your hypothetical. The first thing, of

course, that happens is by December 16th the electoral college

will meet and cast its vote. It is to be hoped that that

e st

R
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electoral college will cast the vote according to the plurali-
ties or the majorities that exist in the resjective sitates. I
surely want no deal and I hopsz that nc one else wante any

dealing ox any manzuvering with the electoral collasse ¥
G Y £

o

there are not 270 electoral votes at the fime the elecicra

collzage meets, then it goes to the Bouse of Repregentatives,

and a House delegation, state by state, must vote one veite o

i
the basis of a majority of that delevation from a particulay :
state. It takes 35 state lelegations to elect in the House of

-

Representatives a President. The last time that this nappered

e
¢
o

ali ¥ k"uw about

MR. BAILEY: ILet me ask yeu, do you think that the systen

is workable? Do ycu think it will work if it haes %o

[TV

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes, I do. I hope that we will
follow the constitutional processes. I trust that the members
of the House of Repregentatives, if it goes to the House, will

follow what they believe to be what is best for this

country, to select a man that they believe could best serve thiag
country, could best govern this country, could best lead it intao
the future.

MR. BAILEY: BSome of the states you mentioned specifically

the other day included Chio and New Jersey, a couple of states

.

a4

il with a lot of electoral votes which avery survey that I have

B A S L S T R
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a better than fifty-fifty chence in New Jersey and in Chic. i
i
I have a good reason to belisve that, out of surveys that have {
bean made in de?th.
You krow, we do not get these surveys to please us: we
gel: tgese voters sucrveys and polls to give us some sease of i
direction as to what is happening, and I believe that the trends

seen suggests are going to Mr. Nixcn, I wondered. what is

your basis for optiwmism in Chic and Kew Jersey and in ;

:

+

California, which you put in a chancvy category and which seoms |

7 X b H

{

very firmly on the basis of surveys to be on Mr. Nixon's gide. |

VICE PRES!DINT HUMPHREY: Yes, T put California in the

chancy category. I was very frank and very candid and honest

with you men as I spoke to you sbout it. I think that we have

indicate that we are on the move and one of the surs things in
politics that is vital and important is what is the trend as you

move to election day and I think the trend is absolutely in

our favor.

B e PPy
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i i MR. STEELE: Mr. Vice President, if vyou are elected :
i !

-9 I President, a question very frequently asked of me and other
5 i journailsts is what kind of people you will use to staff your ;
M 4
4 1 Governmant, both on your personal staff and in the Executive :
!é !._
r\iih:anches. g
w1 L
5
.- Hawve you baen able in this mad campaign period to i
| ?
» i give any thought at all to this; not as to individuals, but vhat:
i i
~ | tvpe of -paople will you staff this government with? :
i ;
H = = s ) '

e VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Indeed I have, Mr. Steele,
& . .
i i
- -} becavse I think your guestion bears directly upon both ths :
o ) _ o :
.+ I integrity of government as well as its capebility and

o |I-Ccompestencea.

t W i -
p,ié We both; all of the candidates have had one chanCs i
o ';

- o to demonstrate the kind of quzlity, or the guality of man that |

= .! i
_.fithey would have axound them, and that was in the wlection of <he’
-

, i Vice President, and the recommendation that we made to our :

"';é |

... i respective conventions; and I just leave it to the public to t

... 1 make their decision. Z

24 ; :

. E I selected Mr. Edmund Muskie, a man that I considexed ;

L. i‘ . .

!! ; - . i
.. h to be very capable, honorable, a'man of maturity, of judgment _

t'.a‘,\.i ‘

.. |l and experience. I believe that that first selection indicates |

g |

o ; i

’ -, i £o you the XKind of man that I believe we need to have. i

] eatd

N H
eq i L believe that in the Cgb‘ﬁQt we must have mern of broad vision
-~ || that are *looking to the future, that have an intimate knowledge ..

. il Of the country in which we live and the problems that it faces. ;

3]

;

. i
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g I see ithe possibiities of a Cabinet in which vou
¢ would have people who are not z1)l Dasmocxasts. I think that it
may be vary necessary o have in such a.close election as this

& govarniment in whiceh wou plage the respoasibility upon
- . ¥ L

: | peopls who have the country's interasts at heart, yet may ba of

1.

& different vaxtisan flavor.
: Now, I have looked inkd this, and I have what you
};mijht call & talent search underway for many posts in fhis

s L govexnmant,

BA 3 MR. BTHELE: Does {hat mean that you may turn to a sort

-

n: o Cf coalition government in the British sense of the word, so

e

4 :

&% § fax as the Executiwve Branch is concerned?

o & Would you appoint scme Republicans, perhaps?

LA 4
£

et i VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I wouldn't call it cecali-
I . i . _— 3 :

s ¢ Llon, six. What I would say is looking for the best man. 2And

v dwhen you ¢get into some of the moxe sensitive axeas of our

e b g )y
b rerh i

.+ Lgovernment -- and you know whare they are-- you must really

... +think abost what is best for .your country.

M i

. Mow, Ithink that we c¢an find most of them within the

(=)
a
=
0
]
I8
2
0
)

arty. But what I am trying o say to you is, not

-

.. et politics stend in the way of getting men that I belisve te

.be the very best that this country haes to offer, because we

5 bt o

-~ Phave immense problams to face a: home and abroad.

s, E
!.: A N - S - . — vy . 0 . S e -
a5 b - MR. STEELE: Now, Mr. Viece President, somé pecple have
bl 3 ;': - .
i ﬁwritten about the Presidency as a sort of -~ the greaﬁest
i '

—
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Szcular p Pulpit in the wWOIrid,
s i ¥ wonder wiaathar You see thisg, the use of this go-

- callea Bulpit, as 4 change +q Knit people together ip oUr societ

L]

A4 #¥ho have sort of gone ofs T refer part; cularly to sSome of

(OR ¢ ¢

v YOUr icdea -POUT Wsing the Prcsidency for this Purposa? |

25; - VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY , Mr, Steele, 1 have spent |

G i |
l

o be goed deay Of timz hborp as stiudent ang Practitiones in

:nc [ POlitics op Studyving mho cifice of the Presid@ncy. I have baosn

. | elose to it as Viece President. ;
I I believe thag this great office offers the man E

i: Ehag OCCtpies iz the Gresategi: opportunity that you could pos9ibl'

.+ I have to pa A Teacheyr as well as a leader. To try to calk

o+ SENSE with #he American People, to builg Public Oopinion, to sat

|

‘:j:au Fest some of fha Lumors that mnay be Spreading through the
i
[3

s 4 Jana. To try to bring People together, The worg has bezan ]
S H
I3 :
” =} = _— . L = 3 i
i useé fraqg Guently, “consengys, v 1 am not sure that is the adeguate
N~ b
-le '; !
i r
[ ¥ord., fhat I thinx ig More important ig understanélng. A
S | ‘ .
i .
. i toleranca and g *Orebearance, ang & sense of Yeasonablenag:
Ty ) ,
. i the par¢ Of the PEoplias, A President by his demeanor, by
ffopenass, by hig actions, by hisg Yords, can go these tp- :
£o i
e }tir
b I imagine that you know me wall €nouch to Jp. i
s S U . sy . |
Dl 'l i1 N . = ;
a. Twould look ¥pon the Presidency 88 a graat Cpnorty
- ff'
! £

! for the gocdnesg of the Emerican Pegple, to app.
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i 10 ;
i
i basic Jdecency, which I hbelieve is there, and in these times of
' crisis == and they aze times of origig —- to appezl to the f
| greaineszs of the American people, :
. H
; :
§ There ig a character about the Amexican paople thar needs
. to be called forth. That character, well, of integrity, of :
’ :
decency, of goodn €23, and & willingpess to sac ifice, :
i My Presidency is not qeing te be one of eaga,; either i
i-_ :
i i 45 S y S i
ifox e ox the American public, It 15 going to ba one of chali- :
i §
slenge, sir, and it is going to he one of trying %o bring to the
i .
| Amexican paople a sense of trust. Trust in their ipstiturions, :
;
‘becsuse they are responsive to human need; and trust. amongst
reach other,
;!.'
i I don't think we can do anything in thiz country unlessl
& . : !
‘We have that sense of trust, and with our youne people ;
10 .
S o
ifinally, I want to put into the office of the Prasident an
Dffice of Youth Affaivs, where young people can fesl that they !
I :
have a contact with the Pre dent, where the President je willing!
if
#o listen, to understand -- no% alvays to agves, but where young |
£ :
beople will be brought into Government, both on the basis of i
i %
fiialogue as well ss 2 basis of paxticination. ;
i
ii MR. KRASLOW: Mr. Viece President, with law and ordes-
hc~c illed, such an imporitasnt issue, the guesticn of who will
direct the PBI in a Humphrey Adminietration becowes quite pe:ci-g
nen*:'.“.‘ : : ;
, Lo
1

Mz, Mixon, T believe. has indicated he would retain

e e

e
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B, Hodvraa- .

he woulg Fira him.

about thai:,

I will

Vice PRESIDEN

Senator McCarthy

VICE PRug IbE

-
NT

real understanding of the

T HUMPHREY -

I

talk that

Well,

figura,

over with

nevértheless,

Andg

11

Edate, said

havent any decision

Attorney

Problemn,

! chat ig €ppointed. 71 will talk it OVer with the i
?§r03p0ﬂaihle be0ple thas Surround ma, g don't think that E
Iz i
§§I showld he making SPPointments op the air, individgual avpoini:- q
i '
D lents, g have a high regarg for mMr, Hoover, g haven'st hag a .
i
| chance 4o talk ¢o him ag to whether op not he ig anxious o :
il 5
i Centinue o serve, But' the duzstion of law and order doesn't :
1 !
I ;
! depand on Of2 man., The duestion of 1aw and ordexr depends op
#& host o Sovernors ang nayors ang local Oofficialg and governarsj
! i
it . . H
qahd 1t depengs Upon the Attitude of the Federal Government ;
i ;
ﬁand its Willingnass to put in Tesources, ¢o strengthan law angq !
I‘- €
2] i
i 3
Hoxder, +g Strengthen polica departmants, to train bPolice offi- i
.‘, . H
i 3 2 = i o ¥ }
hcers, to 1lifg their leve:l of Competence, to Provide the training
] i
! |
Eand the eQuipment that is required, !
I , {
1 I think tqo Simplify law ang order on the basis of one )
3 g
1 3
‘man, or on the basis of the Attorney Caneral, or the condemng- {
”tion of the Supreme Court, or Just to Put a bumper sticker on ,
!‘; E
ltan automobile and sav that ¥You back your pPolice doeas ot exemp- i
it
i
!
i
I

the FBT Director would

.

he will pe @ good man,

|
f
|
i
i
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Make no mistake about j¢,

T

{

= Ty, - . . B
MR, Xxaghow. Well, there have pear Varioug Propusals
in the Conggess Cohcerning the appointment 0F a Sugcessor when
and iy My, Hoover leavas, Cne bil3 would compel | the President

S2igot g Succeasoy from the ranks

E the FBIX, Anothar bili

(@]

would mgke such en 2Ppointment subject to confirmation by the

What do You think gr these PYCposgalg? v

Vice PRESIDENT HUMPHREY » I wilz wait to sec what they

are., I do Dot believe in anticipating Whet the Probabilities 3
may -be Wntil they Come before pe, H
X < & 2
e Kia ol . L T e -3 K] 4 P - &
MR, XpagSQi: ey have boaey filcking around fonr Several

VICE PRESIDENTD HUMPHERRY » Yes, QAang they have gotten no

g
Place, g
i

L] &

MR. spivarx. Mz, Vies President, ey I ask you s

P st At

afford to accapt a Conceapt of Parity wieh the Soviet Union

on militas Weapons. What is your POsition op that? pe you

-

agree that ye RUST maintain 4 clear superiarity?

R it

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHERY . Well, again, Mr, Nixon gzesg
Up Straw men and hopes +¢o knock them dewn, I must Say that one;
O©f the mos+ ihtex;sting debates T have Witnessed thus far ig

Mr. Nixon on the matter gf Rational Security, Within a pPeriogd
Y L]

©f 24 hourg he had a Personal dabate, ons on which he daclared
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that there was a security gap which could develop into a sur-—
vival gep, and then hestily last night Mr. Nixon decided he had

tc give a speech on peaca and on arms control. I thought

o
.

that discussion was quits inteyresting. I must say I did think

thait Mr. Nixeon's militaristic attitude seemed to . have

.

won the dsbats. He was much more preciss aven though he was

4

rmuach more misleading in that part

fote

culay matvter.

What we need, siv, is a defense establishment that
gives us security, and that security doesn't relate necessarily
te paritv. It may relate to having something extra. What is

£ < -

really nezdad is a balance.of forces Ior cur country, and
armg ccntrol agrasments that give us security.
How, all these words of superiority and parity, I

think, ave words that are uvsed to, really, arouse emotions.

o

Pt et s e
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What the next President of the United States must do

is what this President has done and what President Kennedy dig,

to see o it tha% our country has the means for a

{&]
({y
i
=
4]
-t
©

(“'
m
I

fensze, fox deterrence, &nd to.see to it that when it goes %o the
bargaining tabls it has the strength that commends respsct and

that is exactly what Hubert Humphrey as President of the United

MR, SPIVAR: Before President Xennedy came to office, he

did axgue that there was a sevicus misgile gap which we didn't

find saiterward. Do you think that there iz a missile gap

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: 'th one at all that endangers ous

security., I think the facts are manifestly clear. We have a-
preponderance of"missiliry," today. Wes have a preponderance of
neavy aircraft, bombers, and of tactical aircraft. We are the
strongzst nation in the worxld.

I do not believe, however, that having said that, that
you nesd o just pile on weapon after weapon in order to see
that you c¢an have bigger figures

We are not interested in statistics as much unless those

statistics reveal vhat the actual strength is, and the strength

of our nation today is tremendous. What we need to do is teo sliaw

down the arms race, to halt i, if we can.

I thinl that Mr. Nixon's proposals arve really irrespon-

gible. He talks about cutting the costs of government and yat

{

i
z
,f
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his own proposals on security would cost an extra $50 bhiliion,
it is estimated.

Neow, where are you going to get that $50 billion and still
have a balanced budget or still cut the federal budget?

I think he has to wake vp his mind just what he nts and
I den't think he has. ‘

MR. PERWINS: Mx. Vice President, there is a report —- and

I wovld iike to ask

E.

that upon at

ieast one c¢ocasi

you if you can ccnfirm ox deny it for us

¢n, and perhaps two ogcasions,

you offered the vice przsideantial nomination to Governor
Rockefeller.

YICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mr., Perkins, that is @ report I
have neveyr heavd éhout. I must say that Covernor Rockefeller
is a fine men ard one of my good friends and I adnire him
greatly. I hopg that he will be willing to serve in any gove“n~
ment position if he should be called upon but I have no recol-
lection of, and I don't recall that I ever did -- as a matter
cf fact, my recollections are very preciss --

MR. PERKINS: That you did not offer it and did rot con-
sicer that?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That is correct.

MR. BAILEY Mr, Vice President, if I could get back to the

subject Mr.

dofs seem clezr to thoss of us who have been traveling

L LU

the country this

Steele was discussing, if there is one thing that

el

around

that th in this country afé

)
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rore and more deeply divided.
Now, vour have talked a good deal about the need for
racial reconciliation and trust and

rouv exiticized Mr. Nixyorn

foxr what you said was failing to chow courage on this subject.

-t

-

Now, beyond vsing the presidency in termg of moral leader-:

ship, vhat, specifical

o try to improve the racial climate in this country?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: The fixst thirg we must do is to

get paeople to understand that when vou help someone whe mav
v & b = =

be deprived or who may be in despaiy, or vnemployed, that ycu

rot only help that person, you help everybody. What has happein-

te

ad s this sprsading ¢f douvbt and fear and sus-

fte
0]
L

Amarica

?._"
s,
o

7

da

.cion which really gets primavily into the econcmics of cur

(Fat

countyry. Many of the people have been told, blue collar

feda
Hy
M

white workers, that if the black man gets a job or

didn't hav

{-*-

Epanigh-speaking American gets a jcb &

)
o
o]
o
f

2

L

that this thrzsatens his job. HNow, what we need tc do is to
keep cur economy growing so that there is room in this

econony fer productive workers, and we also need to placa
specizal emphasis upon seeing to it that thoge peYsons whb have
been non-productive, who have bsen clients, so to spesk, of
the state, welfare clients, bacome productive, become seif-
réspecting, productive tax-paying citizens. I believe when

preople work together they tend to learn how to live together.

I believe that when you have racessions that divide people

v, werld yon do 'if you became President,
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from those that are employsd and those that are unsmployed;

5t evascerbates the racial tensions. So I will be practical
about it. I wilil encourage training programs, education
programs, iob placement programs, cailiing upon the-business com-

munity ag we have, and the National Alliance of Businessmen,

{0 see to it that people have a chaucs, "and when people are at
work Lhev do iive togethar and vhen children arze at gschool, ancd

guod schoclis, they Jearn how te live together. So this is the

MR. STEMLE: My, Vice Presideni, as & potential President

oi the United Statss, I'd4 like to know what your attitude is

toward so-called suvnmit diplomzcy. VWonld you be inclinsd to
have an early meeting assuwdng it was agreeable with President |
deGaulle of France and the leadars of the Soviet Union, or do

is a2 problsm more for a Secretary of Stacve and |

1

you think this

at the professional diplomatic level? Wnhat would be your role
in this parsonal diplomacy?
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: 1 tend vo believe that a system-

-

sunmit meetings, both amongst our ailies and

o
o
o]
(2
%)
)
e
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even with our adversaries in the Soviet blog, is desirable. '

:
i happen to balieve tat because of the sensitivity of '
L
jegsues in these days that the President should meet with heads -
. . b
of state, but it ought to be c]ear)y understood that some of ]
?
these meetings are mexely prooress meetings; that you should
L 14 "

not be expecting dramatic developments and I have outlinszd
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that in a paper that I did on Furcpe, and also one on Fastern

Earope. So I am prepared, and will be prepered, sir, by kuowie:
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edge, information and background, to participate in what you

it montd oo
sumart nestinog.
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SPIVEK: Gentleman, we have less than four minutes,
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MR. KRASLOU: Mr. Viee President, you have made an

impassicned pisa today, as you heve on many previous occa-

]

sxens, fer a halt in the QLM racE or

)

L

Yeduction in what you

call the balance of terzor in American~Soviet relations.

How do ysu reconcile this, sir, with the decision to

H
e

'

bu i aa! h

0

> anti-ballistic nissle, whose nead has been ques--

.

tioned by many eninent authorities?

on

YICE PRESIDENT HUMEHREY : Well, we have done the ie-
Searcn and develonment work on the anti-ballistic missile,

t was fel: necessary to do it because the Soviet Union had

already completed that-aspect of their Progran and had deployad

MR. KRASICH: The Congress had just voted construction

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That ie correct, and there-

fore; the next Fresident of the United States should immediately

contact the Soviet Union and Ery to get into the discussions on

what we call the offensive angd defensive missile situation,

and I will so-do that, before we- start the deployment of tha

missileg,

MR. SPIVAX: Mr, Viee President, how important do you
think it is for the Federal budget to5 be balanced? Do you
consider that one of your major §oals, to balance tha budget?
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I consider it d goal that

cught to bz lookeéd to at least

l=ta

n terms of a period of time
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