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NIXON PLAYS FAST AND LOOSE WITH AMERICAN SECURITY 

Akron, Ohio, October 28 -- Vice President Humphrey charged today that 

Richard Nixon in his "extra effort" to catch votes is "playing fast and loose 

with our national security" both at home and abroad. 

''But he will not prevail, 11 the Vice President said, "because his figures 

are phoney and his facts are wrong -- and the American people will reject him 

as they have rejected him before." 

Nixon's 'most irresponsible statement to mislead the American people was 

the statement he made last Thursday about our national security," the Vice 

President said. "He charged that the adm;.nis t ral:ions of John F. Kennedy and 

Lyndon Johnson have weakened our defense to the point where a :security gap' exi&s 

today and a 'survival gap' may soon exist. There is no security gap. And there 

will be no 'survival gap' unless we follow Mr. Nixon's advice , " 

The worst thing that Nixon is doing is "undermining the confidence of our 

allies," Mr. Humphrey said: "He is risking miscalculation by our enemies. He is 

urging a mad escalation of the nuclear arms race. And he is advocating an increas-

ing militarization of American life and American fore :.gn policy." 

The. Vice President said that George Walla.ce and the Republicans have said a 

lot about making our streets safe once again '~ut what have they said? Can you 

remember a single ans~1er that George Wallace gave you from these court~ouse steps 

that would mean a !·' safer Akron?' No. He talked about crimes, fear and violence. 

But talk and slogans aren~ t: -goiog to make anyb ody safer." 

The Vice President said he has given the answers, and "the fundamental 

ingredient is this: Put enough federal resources behind our police, our courts 

and our prisons to let them do the difficult job we ask them to do." 

The text of Humphrey's speech is attached. 

• • • more 
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VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
COURTHOUSE RALLY 

For Releilsei kondr,;y i·::s 
October 28, 1968 

AKRON, OHIO 
OCTOBER 28, 1968 

My Republican opponent is now half-way through his "extra effort" in the closing 

days of the campaign. 

And the American people now see the ~ choices in this electio:t. 

Who can you trust to lead this country for the next four years? 

Who can you trust to win the peace? 

Who can you trust to hold this country together? 

Who can lead this country forward? 

The Republicans? -- year in and year out, the¥ have fought social security, 

federal aid to education, Medicare, minimum wage, conservation legislation -- you 

just name it ••• 

Or the Democrats? time after time, we have moved this country forward. 

That's our Democratic heritage -- and that's what the Humphrey-Muskie ticket 

offers America in this election. 

Mr. Republicarrs "extra effort" is nothing more than a cynical attempt to mislead 

the American people. 

Mr. Republican now says he is for federal aid to education. 

Then why did he cast the tie-breaking vote in the Senate that killed federal 

aid to education in 1960? 

Mr. Republican now proposes a national teacher corps --but the Democrats 

created a teacher corps three years ago -- despite the 95 percent opposition of the 

Republicans. 

VJhat about Medicare, Mr. Republican? 

In 1962, he said Medicare "would do more harm than good." 

Now Mr. Republican says he'll make Medicare more effective. But I say a man 

who has opposed Medicare every step of the way -- a leader of a party that has 

fought Medicare for years -- can't jump on the bandwagon now. 

Mr. Republican said in Flint, Michigan that for every person on a private 

payroll in America today there are three persons on welfare rolls. 

The only problem with that statement is that there aren't that many people 

living in the United States today. 

What about jobs, Mr. Republican? 

Now you say you're a friend of the working man. 

But when the Nixon-Republicans were running the country in the 1950's, they 

increased unemployment by two million. 

• •• more 
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They plunged the country into···. three profit-killing, job-killing recessions. 

Every factory worker and every store owner in Akron remembers 1958 ••• and you know 

it didn't have to happen. 

Today--after eight years of Democratic government unemployment stands at the 

lowest level in 15 years ••• we have had 92 months of uninterrupted economic expansion 

••• we have added 10 million new jobs and trained more than one million workers 

last year to come off welfare ro~ls and move on to payrolls. 

Akron to Appalachia ••• everywhere. 

Those are the facts, Mr. Republican, and you know it. 

And it shows from 

What about your economic adviser who announced that what America needs is 

more unemployment? 

Whose job do you ~-1ant to abolish, Mr. Republican? 

Whose overtime will be the first to go? 

But Mr. Nixon's most irresponsible attenw t to mislead ths American people was 

the statement he made last Thursday about our national security . 

He charged that the administrations of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson 

have weakened our defenses to the point where a "security gap" exists today and 

a "survival gap" may soon exist. 

I say to you: There is no security gap. And there will be no "survival gap" 

--unless we follow Mr. Nixon's adviae. 

He cited figures and made charges. I have refuted them. 

He offer~d numbers and percentages in an effor t t o prove his case. 

I have shown those figure s and those percentages to be false. 

In his "extra effort" to catch votes, Mr. Nixon is playing fast and loose 

with our national security. 

Wor se than that, he is undermining the confidence of our allies. 

He is risking miscalculation by our enemies. 

He is urging a mad escalation of the nuclear arms race. 

And he is advocating an i ncr easing mili tarization of American life and American 

foreign pol icy. 

But he will not prevail. Because his fi gures are phoney--and his facts are 

wrong--and the American people will reject him as they have rejected him before. 

I say these times are too difficult and perilous for anyone to tell less t han 

the truth about our national security. And Mr. Nixon has certinly given us less 

than the truth. 

This is an uncertain political year. But I made one prediction long ago 

that has come true: That during the last days of the campaign the "real" Nixon 

would emerge. 
• •• mor Q 
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I say if you've seen one Nixon, you've seen them all. 

The real Nixon has emerged--right on schedule. 

So batten down the hatches--for the most desparate and cynical display of 

political irresponsibility ever seen in America. That's the~ Nixon--and that's 

the Nixon we're going to beat next Tuesday. 

But let's get on to more important matters. 

The next President must end the war in Vietnam ••• and I am the only candidate 

to talk frankly with the American people on this vital issue ••• the only candidate 

to set forth in detail how I would proceed as President if the tragic conflict is 

still going on when I assume office on lanuary 20, 1969. 

The next President must hold this country together. 

He must heal the wounds our people have suffered. He must build one nation, 

not two. 

He must create a society where dissent is heard, the poor are helped, and the 

young are proud to be Americans. 

He must enforce the laws. 

He must ensure order. 

And he must help pur states and municipalities have the resources they need 

to make every citizen secure and our streets safe once again. 

Yes, this is an important issue this year. George Wallace and the Republicans 

have said a lot about it. 

But what have they said? 

Can you remember a single an&wer that George Wallace gave you from those 

courthouse steps that would mean a "safer Akron?" 

No. He talked about crimes,fear and violence. But talk and slogans aren't 

going to make anybod¥ safer. 

Well--I have some answrrs. I gave them to you over national television two 

weeks ago. And the fundamental ingredient is this: Put enough federal resour ces 

behind our police, our courts and our prisons t o let them do the difficult job 

we a sk them to do. 

But it will cost money. I say anybody who is not ready to support thei~ 

local police with money doesn' t support them at all. 

We have a lot to do, so we'd better get going. 

We have to plan for the 1970's ••• to set new patterns of government ••. educ~tion 

••• society ••• that will iast a generation. 

America is going t hrough its most profound changes in history • 

• • • more 
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We can seize the opportunities, and make these changes wotk. for us. We can 

find out where we~' and work for the future we want to see. 

Or we can be plowed under in the relentless march of history and progress. 

There is much we have discovered how to do: 

to heal the sick; 

to end poverty; 

to make education relevant to the lives of all our people; 

to make technology work for us, and not the other way around; 

to use our great wealth of knowledge for the practical benefit of all 

mankind; 

--to make our lives ••• our government ••• our society, •• more relevant to our 

needs and times. 

We can do it. But I need your help. Not just to win, but to create a new 

world for the 1970's. 

American needs your ideas, your experience, and your talents. 

We need new people taking part, to make our efforts work. 

America needs you, everyone of you ••• and ~· 

# # # 
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REHARKS OF HUDEHT H. HUHPHREY 
sm-~UT COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
l'.KRON, OHIO 
OCTODER 2 0 , 196 [ 

VICE PRESIDENT HU~THREY: Tha nk you v e ry much, thank you. well now, tha t sounds b e tte r. For a while I thought this was Nixon weathe r. Dut it is turning out to be Democratic H~.phrey weather. 
Thank you very much, Se ne. tor Gilligan, tlni ted States Senator 

John Gilligan. Is that ri0ht? 
(Applause.) 

And Congressma n Ocase k. 
(JI.pplause. ) 

My good friends, mj,ht I 
ol.a.trman here of Summit County. 

first thank Eob Blakemore, the 
I wa nt to tha nk the University of Akron band. And I want tc tha nk all my friends from Kent State that are here . I want you to tell Dob Pickett over the re h e llo for me. He ha s been doinq a lot of work for me this oast year • 

. . Hy friends, it is just grec. t to be here in Akron. I sent the bes.t meml:er of the Humphre y fcnnily here somttme ago. Hrs. Humphrey was out h e r e . I h;:ivc had one oJ: my sons out. here. 
So we have s 0 rL 0f take n u p residence. And I hope that you will be good to u s come s electio n eay. 
This is the rubber capi~al of the world. This is what it is kno· .. m for. And I hope that you Hill stretch out enouoh votes here to roa lly sna p Mr. Nixon right out c f the picture. 
(Applaus~.) ' 

You know, Peter ~ :?5dy told n e tha t, he said that you are ~ going ~:o hrwe to v1orJ~ L.:c_r:·t · •.. :·, her e , Hr. Vice Fresicl.ent. He said, uAfter all, your Re publican opponent said a couple of we eks ago that he wa s aoino to throw on the coal and put in some extra effort." .J , .J 
• • 

N o w vn1 ~ :-:nm·J \IJhnt Hr . 1\!i.)l:on meant by that extra effort. He r..eant that he was going to spe nd sorr.e IP.ore mone y to buy some rnor.:; TV time, to floa t some more balloons, to have some more confetti, to put on some staged television shov1s ~ 
Now,. here is what we are gcin~ to do. Me don 't have that money. Dut we got you. And we are 9 o ing to ask you to go to work for us now. 
(Applause.) 

We have got just another week to no, and have we ever caused some cornmotion. You reme rrber when we used to talk about !1r. Nixon. He was the cool, the conficl.ent, the poised. candica.te. Everythin0 \·las running so smoothly. You remenilier he never apreare d en a single national television shot.J. For two years. Dut you knoH \vhat we cid? · He smoked him out at long last. 
(Applause.) 
Of course he won't debate me. Dut he has been debating himself. He has made -- he has had so many different positions on the issues that it has becorne · quite intere stincr to hear what he is going to say next. It is sort .. of like qoing into a supermarket. Take you~ choice. The trouble is there is nc truth-in-packaginq or truth-in=labeling on any of the Nixon co~modities. 
(Applause.) 

Now, dear friends, the 0ue stio n b e fore the c o untry in the next few days is a serious one. P.nd vw can qet right down to busine ss. 

With all of the issues, the fundamental issue is this. Who can you trust to lead this COlm"try? 
· (Cries of "Hum:rhrey.u) 
Well, be sure you tell your friends an~ neinhbors that. 
Who can you . trust to win this n e ace, to win the peace that . ·:. we nee C. to have, to cut back the <;reat .. arms race thal is underway? \'7ho can you trust to hold this country to0"ether? 



You know, a presidential candidate mc:kes tv10 
The first decision h e makes is on his runnino mate. 
leave it up to this audience. Who do you think made 
decisio n whe n he chose a vice presidential candidate? 

(Cries of 11 Hunphrey. ") 
How do you like Ed Muskie? 
(:l.ppluuse.) 

great tests. 
And I \vill 
the best 

Don't you think that ticket of Humphrey and Muskie would 
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sell good up here around Akron, Ohio? Hell , I will be watching for 
the votes on e lection night. l',nd I vrant to be sure that Surru:ti t 
County, Akron , Ohio, comes throu0h v7ith a 0reat victory for every one 
of these Democrats right from the top of the list to the bottom of 
the list, from the cou:::-thouse to the Hhite House. 

Now you know I am hopeful that Mr. Nixon will really start 
to talk on some of the issul'.?s. I knovr why he hasn't v..rantec.1 to 
debate me, because he cl.idn 't 'dant me to ask him some questions. He 
didn't want me to ask him why he fou0ht against social security, why 
he fought against fede ral aid to education, why he opposed Medicare, 
"YJhy he opposed minim'..~:;~ wa0e expa nsion. You just name it. And I 
will tell you one thing you can be sure of. Richard Milhous Nixon 
was against it. He was against it. 

you? 
So let me ask the people here. What did Nixon ever do for 

(Cries of "Nothin':!. ") 
What are you soin0 to 
(Cries of "Nothinc:<. 11

) 

Sounds fair to ~e. 
(Laughter.) 

do for Nixon? . 

New, tnke a l ocf:: . .:::: the other record. Every 0ain that this 
country has had that relates to the elderly people, tc our youn0 
people, to our viorkers, every one of those gains has come under a 
Democratic adninistration. The Democratic administration has one 
characteristic. It may make mistakes. No one can claim perfection. 
But the one thing that the Democratic Party can claim is that it does 
care, it cares about people. And I want you to care about it. 

But you know, I think I have to real~y quote the record here 
toC:ay. I notice that t1r. Nixon nov1 says he is for federal aid to 
education. Let rr.e remind you of so~e very i~ortal words of 
scripture. "Ye shall judge them by their deeds, not by their 
words." and particularly not a v1eek before the election. 

(Applause. ) 
I know why Mr. Nixon is standing up now saying he is for all 

of these good things. I know why, because he is acing to see what 
is going to happen to him. He is goinr;r to be de fee. tee:. 1-.nc". he kno"Y7s 
it. 

(Applause.) 
You know, I wonder what all these magazines -- I wonder what 

all these magazines are going to do. You remember those stories -­
why, I remembe r two weeks ago I read one of them that said it is all 
over, Nixon has won it~ Humphrey won't carry four states. I hope 
to goo~ness they give that maaazine .and all that is left over to 
the SaJ. ~:.-:J.tion Army so they can trade it in. All of these hotshots 
that had this campaign all wrapped up. Mr. Nixon and his r1adison 
Avenue public relations that were sure that they c ould take the 
people for granted, that were sure that all they need~~ was a big 
advertising budget, that were sure all they needeG to do was to 
scare you. Well, it isn't workinq. We are aoinn to oive them the - _, .. 
wor~t defeat that they have ever had since Harry Truman. 

(Applause.) 
And I will tell you why. Because people here in this city 

remember. -Nr. Nixon says that he vlants a little more of the same 
when he gets to be president, like they h ad under those Republican 
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days. Well, I was in Akron in 195 8 . I was in Akron back in those 
days. J',nd may I say to my friends in the Rubber Porkers, you hnd 
a lot of unemployment arounc1 this town, plenty of it. 1'-Jlc I vdll tell 
you what the Republican medicine is. It is small doses of political 
economic arsenic, that is vJhat it 2ds up to. 

(Applause.) 
Let me look at this audience out here. r1r. Nixon's top 

adviser said only a week ago -- and he said l~r. Nixon agreed to it -­
he s~id that what this country needed in order to qet price stability 
was a little more unemployment. He thought maybe up to 5.5 million. 
Well, ladies and gentlemen, v1hat this country doesn't need is un­
employment. Whose job is he talkin~ about? 

Novl, I get one suggestion for unemployment. Nixon is the 
one. 

(Applause.) 
But let me tell you we don't need any unemployment in Akron. 

And we don 1 t need it in any family. I wnnt to call the attention 
of every mother in this audience. Your children depend on that 
wage check. Your home depends on it. And let me just remind this 
audience that we bad eight years of Republicanism, and you had three 
job-killing, profit-killin0 recessions. You had 7 percent of your 
work force unemployed. This country v1as in trouble. And then ce>.me 
John Kennedy, an~ ~~ got this c ountry mo~ing again. 

(Applause. ) 
And now, my dear friends, Ohio didn't carry for John Kennedy. 

I stood along side of Jchn KenncdyA I.worked for him after those 
prime>.ries. I c ampaigncc: t:.:-n-:-oughout this country for him. And I will 

_ tell you we can even th0 score now, in 19G C. We can cnrry Ohio for 
the Democratic ticket, anc1 \ve will mark it up all the way from 
Kennedy right on up through 1960. 

(l'.ppla use . ) 
And new, friends, we have had in these last eight years 92 

- months of uninterrupted economic grov1th. ~7e have had ten million 
new workers added to jobs. There have been 12 million people come out 
ofpoverty. And here 1: notice lnst night, Nr. Nixon on the TV. You 

- -know, that was some experience to see him on there. He was a little 
uncomfortable . He hasn't been on for two years. I have been on Meet 
the Press 18 times , fa.cins the reporters, the tough ones. Hr. Nixon 
faced them once in two years, last ni0ht. 

That is all. 
But let me tell you something. Any guy that can't face the 

reporters can't face the voters. And you know it. 
(Applause .) 
What did he say last night? He said well one of th~ 

things he wanted to do was to eliminate the Job Corps. Now, the Job 
Corps, that has helped more youn0 people that never h ac1 a chance than 
Mr. Nixon can count. It has helped 135, 0 00 young cien that were 
school dropouts, kids that never had a break. Many of them that 
couldn't even read and write. One of those Job Corps beys was 
George Foreman who won the Olympic medal for the heavywei~ht. --
the hcav~veight class. And you knew what George Foreman said? He 
said when he received his medal, at the very time that Dick Nixon 
was talking on Face the Nation, Georae Foreman is receiving his 
gold medal on Lehalf of the United States for his great victory in the 
Olympics. He said he got his chance in the Job Corps. An2 Nixon 
says let's do av1ay with it. I say let's do a\vay vli th the Nixon 
candidacy . 

(Applause. ) 
And then what did he do last week? This fellow is really 

swinsing wild novT. You know, I told you, I mnoe cne prediction. I 
said the r~al Nixon would come out before this campai0n is over. That 
veneer they had on him, that nice ~olish job, that new Nixon that you 
get every four years, yes -- wefl, I will tell you, it is scr~tched 
up a little bit now. And he.hasn't seen anything yet. We have got 
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a week to so. J ust wait. 
~.nd then Hhat cicl he do? Hh?. t dic1 he do ? He started talkincr 

about the s e curity of this country. And he said that we have had 
under the Ke nne cy and Johnson Administr0 ticns a security ~ap whi ch 
will result in a survival g n?, to frighten you. And when we 
brought out the f igure s, an~ pinnec him cown , and showed him that h e 
was wrong , that he was mis l eading thi s country, misrepresentin0 the 
f a cts , when we t o l d him tha t, and he was challenged on the TV, he 
had nothirig to say at all, except h e said he thought h e got it out 
of some r eport . 

Ladie s and gentlemen, tha t is dangerous business. Yo u c annot 
vote for a rnan thet p lays politics with nationa l security, and I 
think it is time to t e ll Mr. Nixon t o stay to the truth, and n o t to 
sta y to his Republican fiction . 

(App lause.) 
Well, fri ends , you h ad another man speak here not long ago. 

George the Loud, y e s, h e was here. He s poke , I unde rstand, right 
from the se s ame steps. I am glad the c ourthouse is still here. 

(La u ghter.) 
And h e spoke about l aw and o rder. Tha t is the favorite 

topic. He h a s go t a great system f or l aw and order . If you lie down 
in front of his car, he says h e will run over y o u. If he doesn't 
like the judge , he defies hirn. If h e doesn't like c ertain l aws , he 
refuses to obey them. If he doesn 't like certain c ourt orders, he 
de fies those . If he doesn't bel i e ve s~meSody ought t0 go to schoo l, 

_he stands in front of t he Cc or. 
Ladies and gentleme n, we don 't need that kind of law and 

order in America, c::.nd we 0.re nr:: t going ·to h nve it. 
And h e re is a m2n who talks law and order, tha t h a s the 

highest murder rate of o f any s t a t e in the Union • . ._lust think of tha t. 
Here i s a man who when he was g0verno r had the s e cond highest 
aggra v ated assault rate of any state in the Unio n. And he wants to 
bring that kind of l aw and o rder to Washinatcn . I say kee p it in 
Alabama. The y don't e ve n want it there. 

_ (Applause .) 
Now, the way you ge t l aw anc order is t o put enough re ­

sources behind your police, behind -your courts. Put s ome funds and 
moneys into r ehabilitaticn. Do something about the injustice s in 
this c o untry . . Do some thing abo ut the despair and the inequities in 
this c ountry. Then you can have people \vho respect the lav1 on the 
one hand an<:: police v7ho knm-; hovl tc enforce the l avl . Tha t is the way 
you·gct Jt. You don't get it with bumper stickers , anf you d on't 
get it with somebody making a speech. Yciu have to Day for it, and 
you have to work for it, and yo u have to work for lm·J enforcement, 
and you have to work for social justice. And I call upon this city 
to back that kind of a program, arid particularly the young people. 
vb? do not want a police state in America. \"?e want a state of la\,7 

and order tha t is fair and just and de cent. 
(App l a use.) 
Well, friends, it is cold. I thought I would warm you up a 

little h1"t. Now let m .. e· tell th" D"d I ou up a ~ y o u some 1ng . 1 . warm y _ 
little bit? 

Now l e t me ask you a coup le of questions. l\.re you planning 
to vote for Ge o r ge ? 

(Cries of "No . 11
) 

You .knov-7 what I c u. ll them. The Domhsy Twins. 
So let's get it clear. I want to hear . Are yo u planning · on 

votdng f o r Wal lace? 
(CrG.. es of "No. '' ) 
Did y o u hea r a nybody say he was 0oin~ t o v o t e for Nixon? 
(Cries of !!no."\ 

. j 
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How v!Oulc you go for the Humphrey-Huskie ticket? 
(App l ause. ) 
All right, friends. If you believe that, then help us. 

5 

Will you make it your business the next few days, and particularly 
you young people? Will you help us now? I want you to 00 on out 
and c all on every door, call on the neiqhbors, get them out to vote. 
And just remember this, when you call on an elderly couple, remind 
them he voted only once in his life for social security. Remind 
them he never helped you in federal aid to education. P.emind the 
working family what it means to h ave a Republic~n administration. 
You work as you have never worked. 

Somabody said we didn't have enough materials. Well, I 
guess that is right. But we have enough ~eople if we put them to 
work. He are short on money, but we are strong on people. t'Je have 
people pm•Ter. 

(Applause. ) 
So listen, I feel great. I tell you we are goin0 to give 

the biggest politcal upset this country has ever seen. And I want you 
to be a part. 

(Applause. ) 
You think 'ltle are going to win? 
(Cries of "yes. 11

) 

Do you want to win? 
(Cries of "Yes. 11

) 

ARe you going to help me win? 
(Cries of "yes.") 
Nill you do it this v1eek? -. 
(Cries of "Yes . '' : 
All right, let's ~i,-e it to him. Sock it to him. 
(Applause. ) 
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L.y Republican opponent is now half-way through his "extra 
• ,-.a 

~rt" In the closing days of the campaign. 

And the American people now see the real choices in this 

election. 

L Who can you trust to lead this country for the next four years? 

LWno can you trust to win the peace ... and end the arms race? 

~ho can you trust to hold this country together? 

j_who can lead this country forward? 

)~ -l::f!:. 
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The Republicans? --year in and year out, they have fought~J 

social security, federal aid to education, Medicare, minimum wage, I 
conservation legislation --you just name it ... 

Or the Democrats? --time after time, we have moved this 

country forward. ) _ ... ___ ,._ 

That•s our Democratic heritage --and that•s what the Humphrey-

Muskie ticket offers America in this election. 

killed federal aid to education in 1960? 
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What about jobs, Mr. Republican? 

Now you say you're a friend of the working man. 

But when the Nixon-Republicans were running the country 

in the 1950's, th!'Y increased unemuiP'iwegt by two million.-71. 

They plunged the country into three profit-killing, job-l f(t 
.(.c.(4 .... 

killing recessions. Every factory worker and every store owner s 

i~ Akron rem:bers 1958. J and you know it didn't have to happen . . , 
• 
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~Today --after eight years of Democratic government 

unemployment stands at the lowest level in 15 years ... we have 

had 92 months of uninterrupted economic expansion ... we have 

added 10 million new jobs and trained more than one million workers 

last year .!e come off welfare rolls and move on to payrolls. I S4 ~ 
And it shows from Akron to Appalachia ...• everywhere. Jdu~ 

Ahose are the facts, Mr. Republican, a~d you know it.• 

What about your economic adviser who announced that what 

America needs is more unemployment? 

L Whose job do you want to abolish, Mr. Republican? 

J:... Whose overtime will be the first to ~o.l. 

).. But Mr. Nixon's most Irresponsible attempt to mislead the 

American people was the statement he made last Thursday about 

our national security. 
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4 charged that the administrations of John F. Kennedy 

and Lyndon Johnson have weakened our defenses to the point where 

a ''security gap" exists today and a ''su rvlval gap" may soon exist. 

I say to you: There Is no security gap. And there will be 

no "survival gap" --unless we follow Mr. Nixon's advice. 

~He cited figures and made ch~rges. I have refuted them ---- --
He offered numbers and percentages in an effort to prove 

hIs case. 

' 

h_1 have shown those figures and t~ose percentages to be f!ljse. 

In his "extra effort" to catch votes, Mr. Nixon Is playing 

fast and loose with our national security. 
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He is rjsking miscalculation by our enemies. 

He is urging a mad escalation of toe nuclear arms race. 

z..~is proposals would add at least another 50 billion dollars 

annually to our military budget. 

(!nd he is advocating an increasing militarization of American life 

his facts are wrong --and the American people will reject him as 

they have rejected him before. 

~se times,Rre too difficult and perilous for anyone to 
~ 

tell !ess than the trut,!l about our national secu ritx. And Mr. Nixon 
• &2 #* 

has certainly given us less than the truth. 

/.This is an uncertain political year. But I made one 

prediction long ago that has come true: That during the last days 
~ ....... ' 

of the campaign the "real" Nixon would emerge. 
\ '2 > 



l.._ ~o batten down the hatch~- for the most desparate and 

cynical display of political irresponsibility ever seen In America. 

That's the real Nixon --and that's the Nixon we're going touwi!AI\.&r 

next Tuesday. 

But let's get on to more important matters. 

* 

The next President must end the war in Vietnam ... and I am 

the only candidate to talk frankly with the American people on this 

vital issue. 

The next President must hold this country together. 

He must heal the wounds our people have suffered. He must 

build one nation, not two. 

He must enforce the laws. 

He must ensure order. 

George Wallace and the Republicans have said a lot about law 

and order. 

But what have they said? 
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Can you remember a single answer that George Wallace gave 

you from those courthouse steps that would mean a "safer Akron?" 

No. He talked about crimes fear and violence. But talk and 

slogans aren't going to make anybody safer. 

Well -- I have some answers. I gave them to you over national 

television two weeks ago. And the fundamental ingredient is this: 

Put enough federal resources behind our police, our courts and our 
F 

prisons tQ.Iet them do the difficult job we ask them to do. 
~ - 51~' __ ...._ __ 

America is going through its most profound changes in history. 

We can seize the opportunities, and make these changes work 
-

for us. We can find out where we are, and work for the future we 

want to see. 

and progress. 
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.. , .. 

America needs your ideas, your experience, and your talents. 

We need new people taking part, to make our efforts work. 

America needs you, everyone of you ... and now. 

# # # 



REMARKS 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT H. HUMPHR~Y 

COURTHOUSE RALLY 

AKRON, OHIO 

OCTOBER 28, 1968 

My Rep ubi ican opponent is now half -way through his "extra 

effort" in the clo$ing days of the campa ign . 
. 

and the American people now see the real choices in this 

election. 

· Who can you trust to lead this country fo r the next four years? 

Who can you trust to win the peace f •. ...J t.J. ~ ~ A&c( 1 
Who can you trust to hold this country together ? 

Who can leCid this country fo rwa rd? 
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The Republicans? --year in andyear out, they have fought 

·social security, federal aid to education, Medicare, · minimum wage, 

conservation legislation --you just name it ... 

Or the Democrats? --time after time, we have moved this 

country forward. 

Thatrs our Democratic heritage --and that's what the Humphrey­

Muskie ticket offers America in this election. 

Mr. Republican's "extra effort" is nothing more than a 

cynical attempt to mislead the American people. 

: Mr. Republican now says he is for federal aid to education. 

Then why did he cast the tie-breaking vote in the Senate that 

killed federal aiel to education in 1960? 
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- Mr. Republican n v proposes a national teacher corps --

but the Democrats creat d a teacher corps three years ago --

despite the 95 percent opp sit ion of the Rep ubi icans. 

What about Medicare, Mr. Rep ubi ican? 

In 1962, he said Medicare 'would do more harm than good.'' 
. . 

Now Mr. Republican says he'll make fv'1edicare more effective. 

But I say a man who has opposed Medicare every step of the way --.. 

a leader .. of a party that has fought Medicare for years -- can't 

jump on the bandwagon now. 

Mr. Republican said in flint, Michigan that for every person 

on a privc:1te pcJyroll in America today there are three persons on 

welfare rolls. 
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The only problem , ith that statement is that there aren't 

---~·-

What about jobs, Mr. Republican? 

Now you say you're a friend of the working man. 

But when the Nixon-Republicans were running the country 

in the l950's,they increased unemployment by two million. 

They plunged the country into three profit-killing, job-.. 

killing r·ecessions. Every factory worker and every store owner 

in Akron remembers 1958 ..• and you know it didn't have to 

happen. 
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Today --after eight years of Democratic government 

unemployment stands at the lowest level in 15 years: .. ~ we have 

had 92 months of uninterrupted economic expansion ... we have 

added 10 million new jobs and t~ained more than one million workers 

last year to come off welfare rolls and move on to payrolls. 

And it shows from Akron to Appalachia ... everywhere. 

Those are tl!e facts I Mr. Republican I and you know it. 

What about your economic adviser who announced that what 

America needs is more unemployment? 

Whose job cio you want to abo! ish I Mr. Rep ubi ican? 

·Whose overtime will be the first to go? 

But Mr. Nixon 's most irrespons ible attempt to mislead the 

American peop le \Vas the statement he macie last Thu rsclay about 

our nation al security. 
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He charged that the administrations of John F. Kennedy 

and Lyndon Johnson have weakened our defenses to the point where 

a "security gap" exists todCJy and a "survival gap" may soon exist. 

I say to you: There is no security gap. And there will be 

no "survivGJl gap 11 --unless we follow Mr. Nixon's advice. 

He cited figures and made charges. I have refuted them 
.. 

He .offered numbers and percentages in an effort to prove 

his case. 

I have. shown those figures and those percentages to be false. 

In his "extra effort'' to catch votes, Mr. Nixon is playing 

fast and loose with. our no.tional security. 

Worse than tl1 (lt, he is undermining the confidence of 

our allies. 



He is risking miscalculation by our enemies. 

1 He is urging a mad escalation of the nuclear arms race. 

And he is advocating an increasing militarization of American 

life and American foreign policy. 

But he will not prevail. Because his figures are phoney -- · 

and his facts are vvrong --and the American people will reject 

him as they have ·rejected him before. 

I say these times are too difficu It and perilous 

for anyone to tell less than the truth about our national security. 

Ancl Mr. Nixon hEiS cere a in ly given us less than tile truth. 

This is an uncertain political year. But I rnacie one 

prediction long ugo that has come true: That during the last cl ays 

of the campaian the "real'' Nixon \vou lclemerge. 
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----~~~-"""· 'Ve eBA ORe ---' 

r-ea1 Nixon ha merged -- r-i-ght o schedule. 

So batten down the hatches --for the most desparate and 

cynical display of political irresponsibility ever seen in America. 

That's the real Nixon --and that's the Nixon we're going to beat 

next Tuesday. 

But let's get on to more important matters. 

The next President must end the war in Vietnam ... and I 

·am tile only canclidate to tall< frankly with the American people on · 

anditiC1te to et forth i deta il he."! 

._...~I-H1 roceecl as Presiclen if the trag ic conflict is still going on 

il:len I ossume office on J0 1uary 20, 1969.. 
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The next President must hold this ·country together. 

He must heal the wounds our people have suffered. He 

must build one nation, not two. 

e-ffie s-ee·ety wl~sro disseA~ is heard, the poor 

-ed, JTd tfTiryoung are rroud to be Americans. 

IJ ,...J. ~ Itt 4.,. 

jJ( 4A4.. 

every citizen secure and our streets 

. s~fe -once agai 

and the Republicans have said a lot about .. 

But what hove they said? 



.. ·. 
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Can you remember a single answer that George Wallace 

gave you. from those courthouse steps that would mean a "safer 
\ 

Akron?'' 

No. He talked about crimes fear and violence. But talk 

and slogans aren't going to make anybody safer. 

Well -- I have some answers. I gave them to you over 

national television two weeks ago. Ancl the fundamental ingredient 

is this: :put enough federal resources behind our police, our 

courts and our prisons to let them do the difficult job we ask them 

to do. 

bociy vvho is not read' to 

support tl1eir loca r police with money do2sn 't support them at all. 

I I 
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We have a lot to , so we'd better get going. 

'1 We ·have to plan r the 19701S ••• to set new patterns of 

government ... education ... society ... that will last a 

generation. 

America is going through its most profound changes in 

history. 

We can seiz~ the opportunities, and make these changes work 
. 

for us. ·We can find out where we are, and work for the future 

we want to see. 

Or we · can be plowed under in the relentless march of 

hisfory and progress. 
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There is much we he e discovered .hovv to do: 

--to heal the sick; 

--to end poverty; 

--to make education relevant to the lives of all our people; 

--to mal<e technology work for us, and not the other way around; 

--to use our great wealth of lcnowleclge for th_e practical 

benefit of all mankind; 

--to make our lives ... our government ... our society ... 

more relevant to our needs and times. 

-We can do it. But I need your help. Not just to win, but to 

create a new world for the 1970's. 



-13-

America needs your ideas, your experience, and your talents. 

We need new people taking part, to malce our e"tforts work. 

America needs you, everyone of you ... and now. 

' · 



' tf;im11 n II! ~ t: q;:;~;~~~~ ·'ltJ f31 .<rMf 
I did a speech advance on Akron, Lorain and Cleveland. Here are 

a few points on the 1kron text: 

1. You will stand on the court house steps from which Wallace 

spoke 10 days ago . {he next building is a two-year-old " city county ,, 
safety building which houses the police, who are now conducting a 

vigorous referendum campaign~1ssue 11 7f~for more police and firemen, 

and for better pay. You should not take a stand on the local is sue, 

but we have put in a little extra on crime control because 

"'?1ci:> . tJ ±: 
the site and e~ueW campaign will put this uppermost 

in the audience 1 s mind. 

2. Akron people believe that Harry Truman 1 s speech in the 

Akron Armory, at the end of a sx whistle-stop tour through Ohil, 

was the moeent when his campaign caught fire. You..-...:: 

might use this -- but without suggesting that your own campaign 

is only nexxx now catching fire. 



My Republican opponent is nm·t half-\>Jay through his 11 extra effort 11 

in the closing days of the campaign. 

the real --
choices in this election. 

Hho can you trust to lead t~is country for the next four years? 

Who can you trust to win the peace? 

Who can .you trust to hold this country together? 

The Republicans~--

aid to education, medicare, mini mum wage, conservation legislation 
~ 

' 
you just name itl . ~ ~ 

Or the 

~ ~ JJw,. ~- ~._,.,.:., ~ ~ 
iN ~d(~. 

federal 
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aid to education. 

Then why did he cast the tie-breaking vote in the Senate that killed 

federal aid to education in 1960? 

IMr. Republican now proposes a national teacher corps -- but the 
~1 

Hemocrats created a Teacher Corps yearO ago -- despite the 95 

percent opposition of the Republicans. 

What about MedicareJ
1 
~' tc,w,.e.:.._.. ~ 

in 1962, said t·1edicare "would do more harm than good." 

"'u,... .4, ~·.J AAwJ l/lk&4>f·· 
Mr. Repub 1. i ca~says But I say a man who 

has opposed Medicare every step of the way a leader of a party that has 

....... ~lililllil ............. ~ltl~ ·~-~,. f4. 
fought Medicare for years ~.~•..,..- ~. 

~ . 

Mr. Republican said in Flint, t~ ichigan that fo r every person on a 

private payroll in Ame rica today there are th ree persons on we lfare rolls. 

The only problem with that statement is that there aren't that ma ny 

peop le livi ng in the United States today. 
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What about jobsl1 

AI~ 

the Nixon-Republicans were running the country in the l9so•s
1 

they increased unemp 1 oyment by tvw mi 11 ion. 

They plunged the country into three profit-killing, job-killing 

Today -- after eight years of Democratic government --4~~~e~R~a~~,·e~e~Ree---

of tire lliglrdt eeo11ornic grow til rates 1n the wo.r:::t:EPa- - unemployment stands 

at the lowest level in 15 years ... we have had 92 months of 

uninterrupted economic expansion ... we have added 10 million new jobs 

and trained more than one million workers last year to come off welfare --A_ _ II,_,~ .4_ A'~ ~ 
rolls and move on to payrolls. ~ J- a~.~ . 
1)//'J~~ 1 •f ~ I 

Those are the facts, Mr. Republican, and you know it. 

What about your economic adviser who announced that what America needs 

is~~ unemployment? 
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Who~job do you want to abo 1 ish, Mr. Repub 1 i can? ? 
, .(..4-A-- 0~·~ ~-- ; 11 LL ¢, · Y~ . c.v -u ·eu ?/ 
But Mr. Nixon's most irresponsible attempt to mislead the American 

people \'/as the statement he made last Thursday about our national security. 

He charged that the administrations of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson 

I 
have \veakened our defenses to the point \'/here a 11 Security gap 11 exists today 

and a 11 Survival gap 11 may soon exist. 

I say to you: There is no security gap. And there \'Jill be no 11 Survival 

gap 11 
-- unless we follow Mr. Nixon's advice. 

He cited figures and made charges. I have refuted them. 

He offered numbe rs and percentages in an effort ~ to prove his case. 

I have shown those figures and those percentages to be false. 
f/'1 . ~ .r /". • 

~ ~~~ ~·~ ~:~ 
·t~tJpe-a.l:::!itl:mmz:nrm. ~lley _.._·.are==!:.on "the -n~_c,Qr, .,.,.. -· 

~ 

J,. 
Ja:Sil.:,t..:;:.,thi~ .M~ :::HS-:.1il:~-:· <timl::i~ his 11 extra effort 11 to catch 

'(v-.. '\( • fJ ! f. {!'\... 
votes,~ s p 1 ayi ng f ast an d 1 oose \'lith our nation a 1 security. 
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Worse than that, he is undermining the confidence of our allies. 

He is risking miscalculation by our enemies. 

He is ·urging a mad escalation of the nuclear arms race. 

And he is advocating an increasing militarization of American life 

and American foreign policy. 

But he will not prevail. Because his figures are phoney-- and his 

facts are wrong -- and the American people will reject him as they have 

rejected him before. 

I say these ti me s are too difficult and perilous for anyone to tell 

1 ess than the truth about our nation a 1 security. And t~r. Nixon has certainly 

given us less than the truth. 

is 11 extra effort 11
, t·1r. N · announced in 

he wasn 't engage in any campa ign. 

cleared his throat 

I didn't reali ze Republican was getting so esperate that he ha 

. ' ' 
to borrow lines from Spiro T. 
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it weren • t so s 

' This is an uncertain political year. 
I 

10'-1 ~ 'fk,.;( ~ ~ 1'r~ .' 
s...1 fe l ~\ That duri ng,-iiiia&i~aiiiiiP~IIm'~~~~~~~~~~ 

(..v4"'" '~ -
l\ rea," Nixon w.i+l emerge. ,. 

So far, we seve ral Nixons. 

'·I h d h f. d /N . . . . re a t e c 1 en"!; ' lXOn, vacat1omng 1n 
tl 

# 
f the American peop 1 e ·~~- granted. 

. r 
The~ we had the s atesman Nixon, above the 

.~ 
!I 

the / Li da sunshine, taking 

II 
{j 
i! 
'/ 

battle -- above the battle 
&" 

I; 

f 
J\ 

for jobs, above the ~attl~ for prosperity, above· the battle for peace at 
~ 
'i 

r~me and peace abroad . 

. 
Then "e had / he 1 i bera 1 I·\ on -- >Jho ~a 1 ked for a>Jh i1 e about choosing 

John Lindsay fo~ his vice presi d~ia1 candidate, but ended up -- when the 

chips were dm7 by yielding to 5\om thurmon d and picking the incredible 

Mr. Agnev1. \ 
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·' // 

Mr. Agnew says that if you've seen one slum you've seen them all. 

* * * 
The next president must end the war in Vietnam ... and I am the only 

candidate to talk frankly with the American people on this vital issue 

the only candidate to set forth in detail how I would proceed as President 

~ .. if the tragic conflict is still going on when I assume office on January 20, 1969. 

The next President must hold this country together. 

He must heal the wounds our people have suffered. He must build one 

nation, not two. 
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He must create a society where dissent is heard, the poor are helped, 

and the young are proud to be Americans. 

He must enforce the laws. 

He must ensure order. 

I 
And he must help our states and municipalities have the resources they 

~eed- to make 

7 The next 

every citizen secure and our streets safe once again. 

sident must end· the mad esc lation of the nuclear arms race. 

He can ensu e the security of this nat on -- even as we push forward 

step by s 1 ow and painful step -- to a safe and saner world . . . ·a world 

We have a lot to do, so we'd better get going. 

We have to plan for the 1970's ... to set new patterns of government ... 

educatiob ... society ... that will last a generation. 

America is going through its most profound changes in history. 

J 



~ 
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We can seize the opportunities, and make these changes work for us. 

We can find out where \'te are, and work for the future that vre v1ant to see. 

Or we can be plm-1ed under in the relentless march of history and progress .. 

There is much we have discovered how to do: 

--to heal the sick; 

--to end poverty; 

--to make education relevant to 'the lives of all our people; 

--to make technology work for us, and not the other w~y around; 

--to use our great wealth of knowledge for the practical benefit of 

all mankind; 

--to make our lives ... our government ... our society ... more 

relevant to our needs and times. 

He can do it. But I need your help. Not just to win, but to create 

a new world for the 1970's. 

America needs your ideas , your experience, and your talents. 

~Je need new peop 1 e taking part, to make our efforts v1ork. 

America needs you, everyone of you and now. 

# II # 
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