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NOTES ON MEETINC OF VICD PRESIPENT HUYPHREY WITH THE

CONFERENCI, OF PRESIDINTS OF LAJOR AMPRICAN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS

COMFFRENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOP AMEPRICAI! JEWISE ORGANIZATIONS

OCTOEER 30, 1968
New York City

The Vice President met for 50 minutes this after-
noon with about 125 members of the Conference, which is
made up of 21 national Jewish bodieg -- religious and secular
-~ whose members represent the majority of the Jewish com-
munity of the United States.

Lfter the neeting, during which the Vice President
answerec 10 questions, Rabbhi Herschel Schacter, Chairman
of the Conference, said those present "werc heartened by
Mr. Humphrey's understanding of the problems that are of
deep concern tc the American Jewish community.” He was
asked if tho Conference endorsed the Vice President. He
said the Confercnce ‘never endorses candidates.” He said
the Conference was satisfied with the Vice President’'s
candid answers to the questions.” Mr Nixon made a similar
appearance befere the Ceonference on October 21.

* * *

Following are notes from the question and answer
sessicn:

The Vice President was asked about the delay in the sale
of phantom jets t~ Israecl. The Vice President answered that

he favors prompt sale of the jets. Our country is going
to see to it that Isracl's defense necds are mat,  he

sail. “I promise that there will be nc delay after January
20.“ L) . . ¥ [ =

He called the Middle East “a vory Jangerous
«iva.” He said it would take delicate negotiations
balanced with firmness® to brinc about stability and peace.
He saic, "The people of Israel and its govarnnent are
justly concerned.” He reiterated his six peint program for
a settlement in the Micdle EBast. FEa said, “"There arc
neither new positisns nor campaicn prcmises. I didn't get
any new rceligion. I've foucht for these positions for a
quarter of a century. I am neither a new nor a fair weather
friend.

The Vice President pointed out that in 1956 while
he was a delegate to the United Nations he “dencunced our
policy of intervention in the Suez crisis. My opponent
tock to television tc announce that Suez was our finenst
hour.

He philcesophized about what Amcrica should lock for
in its relationships with other countries. He said te
would look for "a willingness to fight for one's own
independence...an intercst in human welfare -- education,
housing and hecalth...an attitude toward indivicluals in
the naticn-state -~ the right to speak, to write, to think."

"These are the ideals we should look for, and Isracl reprasents

a great deal of this,” he said. 'We can't afford to have
this kind of licht snuffed cut. We necd these kind of
candles to light the darkness.
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The Vice President was then askcé how he would respond
tg a Scoviet threat tc the security of Israel. “Aggression
will not be permitted and will ke resisted,” he said.

He was asked about a settlement that might be forced
by the major pcwers on the !idle East. The Vice President
answered, I would hope that we might use the good offices
of the United Nations to cffect a settlement. But
basically peace in the Middle Fast must be worked out by
neichbors. I am not in favor of an imposed settlement.’

He added that he was hopeful that the United States and
the Soviet Union ‘can come to some agreement tc end the
arms race -~ both nuclear and cenventicnal weapons.”

He was asked about lines of cemmunication to the White
House. He answered that he hoped he would always be
available, as in the past, to talk with both individuals
anc. groups.

He was asked about anti-Semitism in cother nations. IHe
answerec, "I have nevcr thought the United States hos taken
a sufficiently strong position with the Sovict Union on
this issuc.’' He added, “This is c¢nc of the guicdelines I
will lay cown to my Sfecretary of State. There will be a
ncw Secretary of State.” He said, "We have a richt to a
clear definition of human rights, from the Soviet Union.

He was asked about his service as Vice President. FHe
answercs, It has been a wonderful but very difficult
period of my iifc.’

He was askaed about summit meetings. He replied that he
has propcosed a series of summit meetings. “The dialogue
can ke helpful,” he said, "It isn't always a matter of
peace and war. It’s a matter of the environment you help
create.” He emphasized the nce? frnr firmness in dealing
with the Sovict Union. 'The Soviet Union pounds away at
us yecar after year after year. That'’s what wa have to do.
Our weakness is that we give them a light little slap
and then move on. °

He was asked ahcut the role he would give voluntary
organizations in solving urhan problems. He receceivedl long
applause when he answered, "I intend to have my Vice
President, Mr. Muskie, be the cocrdinator of cur domestic
programs. ' He said hce believed in broad citizen
participation, especially in planning new procrams. There
will ke nc prollem aLout participation of the perple in my
ILdministration, “ he said. “The problem will be if you
nave enough time.

L A



OﬁP/ Record

Remarks

Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey

Rolls Seloktin™
Conference of Presidents il bl

" > C
Major Jewish Organizations ‘V ‘,
New York City, New York

October 30, 1968

I intend to make my remarks brief today and leave
g time for questions.

| do not intend to speak extensively on the Middle East
today, ’n the last quarter of a century, | have made hundreds of
speeches in behalf of our country's vital interest in preserving the
independence and territorial integrity of Israel.

There are six basic steps which must be taken in the

Middle East.
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The fundamental, irreducible points are these:

. The existence of the State of Israel must be accepted
by all of its neighbors;

2. The boundaries of all these countries must be
transformed into agreed and secure frontiers,

3. The State of Israel must have free navigational
rights in all international waters, including the Suez Canal and
the Gulf of Agaba;

4. The arms race must be ended;

5. The international community must assist in solving
the human tragedy posed by the Arab refugees;

6. The resources of the Middle East must be used for
human and economic development rather than war and destruction.

These are neither new positions nor campaign promises
with me. | have stated and fought for these basic principles for a

quarter of a century -- both publicy, and in the most private.
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executive sessions of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
and in the inner councils of the executive branch.

z | am neither a new nor a fair weather friend. And

here | will be outrightly partisan -- because | think something
must be said forthrightly and now.
ZLn 1956, on the floor of the Senate, | denounced the

Eisenhower-Dulles intervention in Suez/ | opposed efforts to

. T R OB

block UJA contributions at the tile fought the ban on travel

to Israel which M!ms-t.r'ation imposed for four

months.

(As Vice President‘ you will recall, Mr. Nixon took to

the television networks and announced that Suez was our nation's
#

finest hour bx striking a blow against our colonial allies, Britain

and France, to show our independence, and to join hands with
M-\

the "third world" nations.
e ———————— T
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My Middle East views were recently published in an

interview for the Jewish Chronicle of London which appeared
last Friday. They were kind enough to note that my promise to
supply Israel with phantom jets was announced well before the
President instructed Secretary Rusk to enter into negotiations --
indeed, before any other candidate took a position.

AI believe there will be no undue delay. | promise there

ST S TS
will be none in January;w-&- 4 WG’«.-Q.:*

Incidentally, and | quote from the Chronicle, "Mr. Nixon

did not answer the ""Jewish Chronicle's'" questions directly but

asked our correspondent to find the answers to them in his B'nai

B'rith speech,, L"“-J‘-’o Fasnte,

L)
LRy

In the be '. freign affairs, hav tlind th f

[) eps of what | call "A New Strategy for Peace." As you know, |
have spelled out in detail my Vietnam position. | have talked about
strengthening NATO, the United Nations, and expanding our multi-

lateral commitments to help developing nations.
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There are other issues of vital concern in this campaign.
One is racism. You know where | stand.
Aid to education is another crucial issue -- a matter of
deep concern to everyone in this room. | have been an advocate
for decades. The Kennedy-Johnson-Humphrey Administration
has a magnificent record in education.
The opposition party has fought federal aid to education
every step of the way -- and Mr. Nixon personally killed legislation
to provide classroom construction and increased teachers salaries
by casting a tie-breaking vote in the Senate when he was Vice
President.
Last week, he campaigned throughout California with the
superintendent of public instruction, Max Rafferty -- a man he
said he needed to help him move his programs forward in Washington--
A man whom the John Birch Society, in a recent fund-raising

invitation, claimed as their own. | also recall total silence when
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our good friend Tommy Kuchel was in the rugged primary battle
with Rafferty.

Americans are deeply concerned over the question of
civil order. We see attacks on our courts and on the law itself --
supposedly in the cause of law and order. We have seen Mr. Nixon
and his allies block the nomination of Abe Fortas.

| bought time on national television and gave the nation
some straight talk on the "law and order" issue.

| proposed specific programs to combat crime, to strengthen
police, to go after dope pushers.

I's there anyone in this room who does not know, through
five thousand years of history, that justice is fundamental to a
healthy society -- that attacks on our courts are a fundamental

blow to liberty?
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The final issue is arms control and disarmament. You
know that this has been one of my abiding interests. One of my
proudest accomplishments was the nuclear test ban treaty. Now
we have the non-proliferation treaty whose ratification Mr. Nixon
decided to block in this session of Congress,

Finally, let me say that | expect to meet with this group
next in the White House. And | expect to meet with you frequently.
But on those occasions when | am unavailable, | intend to
designate a member of myl White House staff who will be available
toyouona continuing basis -- a staff person to whom you can
turn whenever you feel that matters of importance should be
brought to my attention,

The next President will have to be mature and decisive in
his exercise of judgment and leadership. He will have to command

and merit respect. The crucial question before the American
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people in this election is: who can you trust to lead this
country in the next four years? On that basis, | am ready
for the electorate's decision on Tuesday.

Questions, please.
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I REGELVED & REFOBT THAT NIXON WAS WELL BRIEF aND) HADE A 600D
JMERESSI00E THE GROUR MET PRIDR ROXXE 70 THE SESSION AND FOSED
A SERIES OF GUESTIONS T0 NIXON T=HAT REY AGREED SHOULD BE
AMETUEWED: A DIFFERENT PANTICIFENT WAS ASSLEGNED EACK GUESTIONS

1

[\ RESPONDING 40 'IHE FIRST QUESTION, NIKON ANSWERED ALNOST ALl oF
THEM » :

YOUR REMARKS 70 THEM W1 &T INCLULES AMOME DTHER THINGS THE
FOLLOWINGS

¢y LERAML: UN 1SRAEL YOU M1(HT WENTION THE ZMOLY AND CONTINUING
FRFFNDY (HARY 1S MORE TO HE COUYTED ON THA A "Ry FEIEND"

OR RECENT CONVERT (NIKONI< YOUR FECORD I MHLS AREA 15 WPARALLELED
AP G0S XXX GDES BACK A OUARIER OF A CENTURYs MORE SPECIFICALLY,
THERE 1S SOME CONCERN ABOUT W8¥ PRESENT REBDTISTIONS  WITH RESPRGT
10 THE FLAXXK PHANTOM JETS, \MICH THE PRESL DENT [NDXCATER WILD BE
HADE AVAILAALEe A¥TER PRIME MINISTER ESHKOL '= VIS1T WETH JHE
BRESIDENT ALMOET A YEAR AGDs THIRE WAS WT PE-SPREAD BELLEF THAT

THE S5C JETS WOULD EE SENT SHOKILY THEREAFTERe YOU SHOULD MARE
CLESR THAT THE NEGITLATIONS WITH AFSPRCT 0. THE JET FLANES WILL RO
BE FRRAITTED T0 BE PRAGRED QUT AVD T JETE WILL BE SENT ERONPILY «
0% CODRSE. YOU CaN REITERATE THE THFORTANCE OF & SRAEL:
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(2 ©AST BISIORY; TIED IN MITH YOUR COMGEMT ON “OLD FRIENDS™
COMPARED 10 NEW COYVERTS WIGHT BE & FEMINDER OF UWMAT DCCURKED INDER
E1 SENHO VER-NEXON=DULLES IN 1958 YOy WiLL BECALL THAT FOW A FERIOS
AN EFFOHT WAS MADE T0 BLACK INE Bk FLOGK. THE THITED JEUL ST AFFEAL
CONTRIBUTIONS 70 WHE LSEAEL AT MAT TIMES THAT A BAN WAS PUT ON
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FAILUSE OF THE PRESENT AMINISTROTION 10 CONTINUE THE FRAGTICE
OF THE 3 PREVIOUS AIMINISTRATIONS UITH BESFECT 10 & LIASON OR
SPLCIFIC CONTACT WITH THE AMERLCAN JEVISH COMMINITY [N THE WHITE
HOUSEs
IF ¥OU DO NOT MENTION ITs ¥OU WILL DORBTLESS RAVEA 0 UESTION
ON 1T, YOU M1GHT CONSIDER ANTICIPATION OF T4 E QUESTION | AND
STATE THAT YOU PLAR 10 HAVE SUCH A TP PESIGUEE OF COUR QTAF}‘ 1
THE WALTE' HOUSEs
¢S5 OUESTIONS FRAOM THE GROUPT

i WOULD ANTICLFATE THAT ¥OP WILL S$AVE & SOLIp SYUFATHETIU ®A0RDTY.
PLEASE BE AWARE THAT JACRUES TORCYNERs PRESIDENT OF WHE ZI0NIET
ORGARIZATION OF AMERIGA» 'AND HAK WICE FRESIDENT 0 THE MEBIGM
JEWL8H COMMITTEE, ARE BOTH SUPFBBT@HG NILON .RHD MiRs FISHER

AN OFFECTAL ESXRX DESI GVEE A% a0 #IW!EB‘R Y HiM
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g STEPS OF YHAT I €ALL ™& NLV STRATEEYIEDR MTACE.”  AS YOU 'KNOVs T

AAVE TALKED 'ABOUT CALCULATED RESHSEEOR PEACE, TNCLUDING A BOMBING

HALT» A CEABE-FIRE, DE-AMIEICANEZATION OF THE yan AND FEEE ELECTIONSS
IV THE EVENT THE FEACE  TALKS HAVE NOT'MUULD FORWARD BY JANUARY 20;
19695 I, HAVE  TALKED-ABDUT STRENCINENING NATOs THE UNITED NATIONS

AND EXSANDIRGT0UR MULTI-LATERAL (CONBITVRENTS TO HELP DEVELOPING NATIONS.

TAERE BRE OTHER I1S5UES' @F VITALICONCERN IN 1THLS CAUPALIGN. ONE
IS THE WAY 1IN WHICH MRe NIXON ANDIESHANDLE THE RACFST CBALLENEGE
UF MRe WALLACE?S CANDIDACYT:) @Y APFEML BAS PIEN TOTHR “NEW SOUTHY
OF IERAY SANFORD; CHARLES VELTNERIAND' JULIAN BONDS M. NIX0N'S
SUUTHEEN STRATEGY INCLUDES! SUCH GAMPATEN ADVISORS a5 THE CHAIRMAY
UF H15 “HEY I55UES" CROUP,> SENATOR! TOVER OF TEXASs ANE MY OLD
OFPENERTa STROM “THURMOND © V5

ALD TU EDUCATIDN E5 ANOTHER | CRUCTAL I55Uk=-4 MATTER OF DBEEP
CONCEAN 'TU EVERYONE' IN-THLS EDOQMs + I''HAUVE BIEN ‘AN ADVOCATE FOR
DECADES © THE KENNEDY -JONNSON-SUMPHEEY ADMINI STRATION AAS A
MACGNIFTCENT RECORD 1IN EDUCATION.

MRe WIZON'S PARTY HAS FOUGHT FEDERAL ALD TO EBUCATION EVERY
STEP OF THE VAY--AND ME, NIXON PERSONALLY WILLED LEGISLATION TO
PROVIDE CLASSRODM CONSTRUCTION AND INCEEASED TEACHERS SALARIES BY
CASTING A TIZ~BREAKING VOTE IN'THE SENATE WHEN #E WAS 'VICE PRESIDENT.

AND LAST WEEKs HE C&NMPALGUED THROUGHOUT CALIFORNIA WITH THE
SUFERINTENDANT - GF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, MAX BAFFERTYS-4A VAN HE SAIR
HE NEEDED TQ HELP HIMIMOVE H1S PROGRAMS FORWARD! I% 'VWASHINGTON:--4
MAN WHOM THE JOHN BIRCH-SOCIETY,' IN & RECENT FUND RALSING
INVITATION, “CLAIMED A5 THEIR OUN. [ ALS0 RECALL TOTAL SILENCE VHEN
QUR GOOD PFRIEND FOMMY XKUCHEL WAS IN THE 2UGCED 'PRIMARY RETTLE "WITH

AMERICANS AHE DEEPLY CONCERNED" OVER ' THE QUESTION OF CIVIL ORDER.
WVE ANOV WHAT WALLACE MEANS BY "LAY AND ORDER"™.

AND WE HNOW WHAT MR. HIZON HAS ON HIS MIND WHEN HE DOWNGRADES
FROGRANS T0 GETHAT.THE ROOTS OF GRIME AND CONCENTRATES 0N ATTACKING
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND THE SUPREME CQURTs AND BLOCKS 74E"
NOMINATION OF 'ABE FORTAS.

WHAT THESE MEN HAVE ON-THEIR 'MINDS IS GARNERING REACTI OWARY
VOTES

I ‘BOUGHT TIME ON NATIONAL TELEVISION AND GAVE THE NATION SOME
“STRAIGHT TALK® OGN THE LAY AND ORDER ISSUE+

1 PROFPOSED SEECIELL GRS PROGRANS T0 COMBAT CRIME, TO
STRENGTHEN PQLICHEs TO G0 -SFTER DOPE PUSHERS.

15 THERE ANYONE 'IN ' THIS 'ROOM *WHO 'DOES WOT KNOUs MTHROUGH FIVE
THOUSAND YEARS OF HISTORY, THAT JUSTICE IS FUNDAMENTAL T0 A HEALTHY
SOCIETY~~THAT ATTACKS 'ON OUR COURTS ARE A' FUNDAMENTAL ‘BLOW 70
LIBERTY?

THE FINAL ISSUE 1S ARMS CONTROL 4ND DI SARMAMENT. YOUIRNOW THAT
THIS AAS BEEN ONE OF MY ABIDING INTERESTS. ONE OF MY PROUDEST
ACCOMPLISHMENTS WAS THE NUCLEAR TEST BAN THEATY. 'NOV' WE HAVE
iHE WON-PROLIFERATION' TREATY WHOSE RATIFICATION ¥R. NIXON DECIDED
TO BLOC IN THIS SESSION OF CONGRESS.

FINALLY, LET ME SAY THAT IEXPECT T0 ¥BET WIEH THIS GROUP:NEXT
LN THE WHITE HOUSE. AND LIEXPECT 10 MEET WITH ¥OU FREQUEVILY: BUT
ON THOSE OCCASIONS WHEN I AM UNAVAILASLE, I INTEND TO DESIGNATE
A MEMBER OF MY WHITE HOUSE STAFF WHO WILL BE AVAILABLE TO YOU ON A
CONTINUING BASIS-=-4 STAFF PERSIN'TO WHOM YOU CAN TURN WHENEVER YOU
FEEL THAT MATTERS OF IMPORTANCE SHOULD BE BRODGHT T0 MY ATTENTION.

THE NEXT PRESDDENT WILL HAVE TO BE MATURE AND DECISIVE IN HIS
ELERCISE OF JUDGMENT AND LEAPRHESHIP. HE WILL THAUE  T0O COMMANE AND
MERDT HESPECT. THE CRUCIAL QUESTION BEFORE  THE AMERICAN PEOBLE
1N THIS ELECTION 15: WHO CAN YOU 7 — NSNS 0 .
COUNTRY TN THE NEAl FOUR YEARS? ON THAT BASIS, I AM HEADY FOR THE
ELECTORATE 'S 'DECISION ON:TULSDAT .«

QUE STLONS ‘48D ANSWERS. g y
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