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VftTERS FACE CRUCIAL DECISION TUESDAY, HUMPHREY SAYS 

Elizabeth, N ..,T., October 31 -- "Don't let anyone tell you there are no life 

and dMth is~ues in this campaign ••• that you have no ·choice in this qlection," 

Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey said tocLay. 

"In the quiet of that polling booth 0 " he said, American voters "are going 

~~~~ - decision that will determine whether the last third of the 20th Century 

will b-e nn.e .. of progress, of chaos, hope or despair, peaee or increasing world 

t e.ns ion • 11 

~hrey t'.ited differences bet\'leen himself and Nixon on speaking out on the 

· issues~d detniling rlans for peAce in Vietnam, on education, Social Security 

<!.nd Me(iica..re. • . full - <>~· lOyrr.{mt, elimimttion of slums, and nuclear weapons control. 

Ci..ting ---tile cruewl issue of trust, Humphrey said: ''Ed Uuskie and I have not 

- - .!.;'~~ · you . for gr~nted - ·- ~tnd we never will. We have come to you with the dust of 

.. Atooricc on our ehoe.s-. We have looked you in the eye.. We ho.ve told you the hard 

truths .llbout our nAtion 1 s problems ~- and we 1ve told you what we' 11 do .!\bout them, 

· -cod I - think ~v .. havt>- e~rned your trust • " 

The text of his remArks is attAched: 

••• more · 
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Mr. Nixon has not been above using tpe faces of our fighting men in his 

Yadison Avenue commercials, but he has been above debating the issue. 

He has refused to fill the empty chair in the debate. 

I suggest the voters of America will refuse to let him fill the empty chair 

in the White House on January 20, 1969. 

My position on the big issues is clear. 

We believe that every child is entitled to a good education. 

The Nixon-Republicans have opposed federal aid to education. 

We believe Social Security should be expanded. The Nixon-Republicans have 

opposed every Social Security increase except one -- in 1954. 

We believe in Medicare. 93 per cent of the Nixon-Republicans opposed 

Medicare. 

We want to create new jobs and full employment. Mr. Nixon's advisers are 

seriously suggesting it would be good to have "a little more unemployment." 

They think it will cool off the economy. 

I agree: Cutting away American jobs, as Mr. Nixon proposes, will cool off 

the economy -- and put it in the deep freeze of r e cession. 

There is no longer any question that if you let the Republicans back in the 

White House, there will be increased unemployment. They are committed, as a 

matter of policy to delibera t ely throwing men out of work. They have said so. 

The only question now is how long the recession will last and how deep it will 

cut. 

Under the Democrats, you've enjoyed 92 months of prosperity. That's a 

record -- a record I intend to break again and again. 

&nd, Governor Agnew, a special word for you: I have seen a lot of slums 

and they are not all alike-- each one has its own special brand of despair. 

I say, if you've seen one slum, that's one slum too many. 

We believe that the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty has helped keep the food you 

eat and the air you breathe uncontaminated by radioactivity. Mr. Nixon called 

it a "cruel Hoaxc" 

We believe in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. We don't want atomic 

weapons in the hands of the Nassers and Castros of the world. Mr. Nixon has 

scuttled this treaty for this session of Congr ess. 

Don't let anyone tell you there are no life -and death issues in this cam­

paign. Don't let anyone tell you that you have no choice in this election. 

Everyone of you pro: ably knows at least one fencesitter, or one voter who 

says he is going to sit this one out. 
• • , more 



PAGE THREE 

In the quiet of that polling booth, you are going to make a decision that 

will determine whether the last third of the 20th Century will be one of progress 

or chaos, hope or despair, peace or increasing world tension. 

You must decide whom you trust, not only for the next four years, but for 

the next generation. I firmly believe the world cries out for a generation of 

great men, a generation of great ideas, indeed, a generation of greatness. 

Will you find that greatness in the Party of Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew? 

I'm asking you to vote for Ed Muskie and me. I'm asking you to put us to 

work. I'm asking you to roll up your sleeves and get on the team be part of 

this generation of greatness -- this generation that says to the 20th Century 

you haven't seen anything yet~ So fasten your seat belts and let's go! 
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RES I DENT HUBERT H. HUMPHRE 

Ell ZABETH, NEW JERSEY 
October 31, 1968 

As this Presidential campaign draws to a close, 

as the cliches cool off and the balloons collapse, as the 

slogans sink into the sun set, one overwhelming issue remains. 

Whom do you trust with the most powerful position 

on earth? ~ .. ~~ • 

Whom do you trust with the future of America? 

Whom do you trust ... period. 
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L Trust between the President and the ~eople can 

only exist when a man is not afraid to face the people --

when he takes his case directly to them -- honestly and -
openly. 

(sut Mr. Nixon, the man behind the balloons, 

thought he didn't have to risk debating the issues before 

you. He thought he had it made. He took you for granted. 

{.Ed Muskie and I have not taken you for granted -­

and we never. wi II. ~e have come to you with the dust -
of A me rica on our shoes./.:!:;,_ have looked you in the eye. 

We have told you the hard truths about our nation's 

problems -- and we've told I )OU what we'll do about them .• - - -
And I think we have earned your trustW' 
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Lu is because you trust us that we are going 

to win this election next Tuesday -- if every one of 

you gives us your help. 

This campaign has been driving the pollsters 

crazy . . . but it has been an i nspi ration to me. - ( As I have travelled back and forth across this 

beautifu I country 'I' the strength of the people gave me 

strength. - 1 
• f, u ~~ .1 4 A·• ,.. 'f. .... ~ ...... 

fit. Despite our division~ here is stifl t~hance 
I- - .... ,.._., -

for unity._ • -r~ 

Lespite our fear, there is still a tremendous -
reservoir of good will'7~ ~fl..,• 

• Zi've heard the message you have sent --- and when 

I am Pr~n) I promise to keep those channels clear. 
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When I go to the White House, I wi II leave .... ~ ....... - . 
the door open.--- and where it is necessary, I'll 

take the White House on the road and come to you. 

k,. wi II listen to the soft voices of soci ely as we II 

as the loud.£ Mr. Nixon has singled out the financial 

fraternity as one of his special groups for preferential 

.I , ~·'1 
treatment_ Well, I have ;,special grouo that I plan to 

give preferential treatment -- the people of the United 

States;./ - ~ f....,t, ,I 
Lwe face tremendous challenges. I need not tell 

you that peace in Vietnam is the Number One task,. 

oo A • •• ____:--·ull ,,..., ~ ............ .... 
have made my position clear. 
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adison Avenue comm rcial~ 

but he has been above debating the issue. ,I --- ...... --
He has refused to fi II the empty chair in the 

debate. I suggest the voters of America wi II refuse to 

let him fi II the empty chair in the White House on 

January 20, 1969. -L My position on the big issues is clear. 

We believe that every child is entitled to a good 

education. The Nixon -Republicans have opposed federal .,. - -aid to education. 

L We believe Social Security should be expanded. 

The Nixon -Republicans have opposed every Social Security 

increase except one -- in 1954. 
1 
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We believe in Medicare. 93 per cent of the 

Nixon-Republicans opposed Medicare . .. ..J -~,_ /7·"'"3:. ;:J;: 
~ •• 4,.~~ 

~ We want to create new jobs and fu II emolovm§ijt. ' 
tr • T • 

Mr. Nixon•s advisers are seriously suggesting it would ....... 
be good to have •:a little

4 
unemployment. '1 They think 

it wi II cool off the economy. 

~Cutting away American jobs, as 

Mr. Nixon proposes, wi II cool off the economy --- and 

put it in the deep freeze of recession. 

L There is no longer any question that if you let 

the Republicans back in the White House, there wi II be 

i"~ 

if:·,~ 

~ , "=J unemployment/..:hey are committed, as a matter 

of policy, to deliberately throwing men out of work. They 

have said so. The only question now is how long the . , 
recession wi II last and how deep it wi II cut. 
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LUnder the Democrats, 

.prosperity. That's a record --- a record I intend to 

break again and again. 

~And, Governor Agnew, a special word for you: 

have seen a lot of slums and they are not all alike ---

each one has its own special brand of despair. 

too manyf - .... 
if you've seen one slum that's one slum 

be believe that the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty has 

helped keep the food you eat and the air you breathe 
(l ~,,.-~. .,.,,.,. ., 

uncontaminated by radioactivity. Mr. Nixon called it a 

"cruel hoax." ~u-~'h~ 

Lwe believe in th~~~~tion Treaty. ~ 
~ /..!e don't wan.!, alomic weapon; in the hands of the Nassers 

and Castros of the world. Mr. Nixon has scuttled this -treaty for this session of Congress. 
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~Don't let anyone tell you there are no life and 

death issues in this campaign. Don't let anyone tell 

' r you that you have no choice in this election. • • 
[Every one of you probably knows at least one 

f:.:;ce si!er; or one voter who says he is going to sit 

this one out. ~ 
c J 

In the quiet of that polling booth, you are going 

to make a decision that wi II determine whether the last 

third of the 20th Century wi II be one of progress or chaos,. 

hope or despair, peace or increasing world tension. 

You must decid~S whom you trust, not only for 

the next four years, but for the next generation. 
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firmly believe the world cries out for a 

generation of great men, a generation of great ideas, 

indeed, a generation of greatness. 

Wi II you find that greatness in the party of 

Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew? 

I'm asking you to vote for Ed Muskie and me. 

I'm asking ~you to put us to work. I'm asking you to 

roll up your sleeves and get on the team -- be part of 

this generation of greatness -- this generation that says 

to the 20th Century -- you haven't seen anything yet! 

So fasten your seat belts and let's go. 

# # # 
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I to a close, as the cliches cool off, as the balloons burst, as the slogans 

sink into the sunset, one overwhelming is sue remains. 

Whom do you trust with the most powerful position on earth? 

Whom do you trust with the future of America? 

Whom do you trust w i th the future of the world ? 

Whom do you trustbtrpm_?__ ~· 

Trust between the President and the people can only exist 

when a man is unafraid to face the people -- when he takes his case 

directly to them -- honestly and openly. 

But Mr. Nixon, the man behind the balloons, thought he 

didn 't have to risk debating the is sues before you. He thought he 

had it made. ~bought he had you right in his back pocket. He 

1"11u1i ~ 
spen~twenty million dollars to make sure. You better check your back 

pocket, Mr. Nixon. You can't buy the White House, Mr. Nixon. 
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Ed Muskie and I have come to you with our campaign. 

Je have the dust of America on our shoes. We have shaken your hands. 

We have looked you in the eye. We have tried to tell it like it is, and 

I think we have earned your trust. 0• hecause you trust us~~ 

~~~that we are going to win ... and we ...::.:_going to 

I' I 

~ken-Gay--by day 

~ 
I travelled back and forth 
;.___ 

across this beautiful country, the strength of the people gave me strength. 

/ 
The wisdom of the people made me wis erf ihe courage of the people gave 

me courage. 
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bte our divisions, there is still unitytspite our fears, 

there is still a tremendous reservoir of good will,~pite our legitimate 

complaints, there is still a great pride in America. That's the message 

yo~. ~arne to teach, and I~ne~ I came 

~~ ~ 
to inspire, and I inspired._ I came to win your trust, and you won 

I\ 

mine.}w~ communicated -- and when I am President, I promise to keep 

cle~v /Wh~ . those channels ~· en I go to the Wh1te House, I will leave the 

door open. If that's not good enough, I will take the White House on 

the road, and come to you. 

ush button, punch ard, program 
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~till listen to the soft voices of society as 

well as the loud. Mr. Nixon has singled out the financial fraternity as 

one of his special groups for preferential treatment. Well, I tSIIJJ have 

a special group that I plan to give preferential treatment -- the people 

of the United States. 

t face tremendous challenges. I need not tell you that peace 

in Vietnam is the number one task of my Administration. I have made 

my position clear. ~r. N ixon has not been above using the faces of our 

fighting men in his Madison Avenue commercials, but he has been above 

debating the is sue. ~has refused to fill the empty chair in the debate. 

I suggest the voters of America will refuse to let him fill the empty chair 

in the White House dl'l. ~u,~ 'J-.o, 1'1 / 7. 
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~osition on the big issues is clear. 

We believe that every child is entitled to a n good education. 

fu fi~~~~~ 
I 

~ Nixon~ opposed federal aid to education. 

We believe Social Securi ty should be expanded. 

k" ~ ~ fo~ ~V'kl-, ~/?fy, 
~ opposedA.Social Security~ 

13 (Jbt~ '1 ~)it;~~ t:fe believe in Medi care. ~opposed Medicare. 

~e want to create new jobs and full employment. Mr. Nixon's 

advisers are seriously suggesting it would be good to have " a little 

more unemployment. " They think it will cool off the economy. !..!__ 

IJirrvJ' 
agree -- firin~one million, five hundred thousand peop~~ 

--~':till. cool off the economy~ and put it in the deep freeze of 

recession. 0: 've enjoyed 92 months of prosperity under the Demo-

crats. That ' s a record -- a record I intend to break again and again. 
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a lot of slums and they are not all alike -- each one has its own special 

brand of despair.L:y, if you've seen one slum, that's one slum too 

many. 

~e believe that the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty has helped keep 

the food you eat and the air you breathe uncontaminated by radioactivity. 

Mr. Nixon called it a "cruel hoax. " 

~e believe in the Nuclear Non-Prhliferation Treaty. We 

don't want atomic weapons in the hands of the Nassers and Castros of 

the world. Mr. Nixon has scuttled this treatyjl f-U-~ ~ / ~ 
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\ 
\ 

in the arms race. suggested a 

·unitdd States at the 

otiating from stren th? 

~on:t let anyone tell you there are no life and death issues 

in this campaign. 

\ll()V'~~ \ 

Don't let anyone tell you we can afford to stand 

-\~~ ...,t~~ 
still or> even/\go backwards forl'.four years. 

lE::ryone of you probably knows at least one fence sitter, or 

one voter .. Who~s ~ing to sit this one out. en F. Kennedy had a 

favorite quotation from Dante. It went " the hottest places in hell 

are reserved for those who in time of great moral crisis maintain their 

neutrality. 11 
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I want you all to go out and save at least one soul from 

hell. That 1 s a campaign contribution that won 1t cost you a cent, 

but will add a jewel to your cmown in heaven. ~-m: to 

a 

-~ 

l In :he quiet of that polling booth, you are going to make a 

decision that will determine whether the last third of the 20th century 

will be one of progress or chaos, hope or despair, peace orx::R.KXX 

increasing world tension. 

~u must decide whom you trust, not only for the next four 

years, but for the next generation• ~irmly believe the world 

cries out for a generation of great men, a generation of great ideas, 

indeed, a generation of greatness.~ you find that greatness in the 

party of Richard Nixon and Spiro Agnew? 
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ber 

is. 

the imagina · 

t the big ideas, to 

I'm asking you to vote for )KS· I'm asking you to put 

us to wor~ . I'm asking you to roll up your sleeves and get on the 

team-- be part of this generation of greatness --this generation that 

says to the 20th century -- you haven't seen anything yetJ 

# # # 

I 
\ 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


