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HUMPHREY STATEIYiENT 
8:20 PH 

OCTOBER 31, 1968 
NmvARK, AIRPORT (After President's statement) Well gentlemen and ladies the Presi­dent has just addressed the nation and it appears - - -- - - - Hanoi has agreed to proceed with prompt and productive discussions. I fully support the action undertaken by the Presioent -- his order for the cessation of the bombing of the North, as I am sure the vast majority of the American people will support it. Now, let us hope and pray that the negotiations in Paris will be able to move forward now towards an honorable and lasting settlement. That is my statement to you. 

Q ~l.ir. Vice-President, there is going to be the obvious ir1ference that the announcement at this time has political implica·t ions. What would be your reaction to it? 
VICE-PP.E~: 'f.':'lENT HUMPHREY: I think the President answered that very f u:.~ y. We have all been informed at the same time unuer t .b-' s :>!ne circumstances in conference calls. I did not return ·:. '.-' i~'1e National Security Council meeting even though I am enti ~-- ~ 2(1 t o be there. The Presiu.ent has made his message very clea~ . I suggest that you just look at the message and study it. 

Q Sir, th e re are those who say that it might help your candidacy - - this bombing halt. 

VICE-PRES 1f·EN'l:' HUMPHREY: I think this does help the cause of peace. The ?~esident says he has taken this ~ecision in the hope that .:. ·~ wil l reduce the killing and the danger and .the injury on bot.h s:..::Les and that it can lead to prompt and productive discuss ion. This is going to help people. I don't think it has m~ch to do with candid ates as such. 
Q Are you going to continue your campaign schedule? 
VICE-PRESJ!)'EN'r HUMPHREY: Oh, of course. I held it up tonight because o; J~s cussions that the Presid ent held with all of us. 
Q WoulC 70u tell us why you diJ not go back to the Security Council n:sc_. :-:Lng . 

VICE-PRESism;T HUli:?HREY: For the simple reason that I am a cancli dai..c~. I didn 1 t feel that it was appropriate for me when othe:::- c and idates cannot be there. The President 1 s deicison - - I am pleased with it. And I hope and pray that we can be very successful now in this new addition. 
Q During this period of the bomb ing cessation do you think your focus will now be on domestic issues as opposed to the was in Vietnam · • 

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: It has been focused on domestic issues for some time for the simple reason that I h oped that we might have discussions take place that would lead to a -- to the situation which now p revails. I h a ve never felt that the Vietnam issue should be a partisan political issue. 
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It ought to be a matter of great concern to all of us. 

A: Mr. VP in a philosophical v.ain, what do you think 
the cease-fire means to the country? 

VP: 
Itthink it means that we have reason to hope that the 
negotiations will proceed in the productive · .manner. 
I am sure the American people will approve this decision 
of the President. He has consulted the top officials of 
the government and the military leaders of our country 
and our allies. He has made a very prudent and I think 
a wise decision. And I hope that it will lend itself to 
thepeace that we all long for. 

Q: Sir, what about the Vietnam now for the rest of the 
campaign? 

A: I haven't discussed it much except in the Salt Lake 
City speech where I stated my position. I have not felt that 
I could contribute to progress of negotiations which are 
close to my heart, by partisan debate about Vietnam. 
I have had to take my fair share of ' abuse on this 
matter but that it part of the job. 

A: Sir, what would you think would be the chances of 
achieving a negotiated settlement by the time the next 
President takes office, by January 20? 

A: I hope and pray that can be the case. I think that 
no man is more richly deserving of the honor of obtaining 
peace than President Johnson. 

Q: You have said in the past sir that in the long-term 
that Americans will come to believe as the President believed 
that it was right for the U.S. to become deeply involved 
in Vietnam. L>o you still think that way. 

A: I have never doubted that we made the right decision. 
It has been a very difficult one. 

Q: Mr. VP you said a cease-fire, is it in fact a cease­
fire 
VP: I didn't say that , I said a bombing halt. 
Q: And can you tell us since we didn't hear the radio, 
what were the other conditions? 

A: The , it will all be on your planes, I think one of 
the girls is supposed to be taking it down 
(we are trying to get a transcript now} 
You can all file 

Q: One final question, was it your decision alone not to 
go to the National Security Meeting? 

A: Yes sir. Absolutely. I want no political 
implications whatsoever. 

Was 
Q: : WMXKXt-.h is what you were lookin'J for 
when you made your sp-eAr.h Oc tober 1 in Salt Lake City? 

A: I have been hoping for months that this would happen. 
for Months . I have said all I'm going to say. 

# # # # # # # # 
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