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HUMPHREY PLEDGES MORE DEMOCRATIC, MORE OPEN NATION AND PARTY 

Chicago, Nov. 1 --Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey tonight promised to make 

America and the Democratic Party more democratic and more open and to press forward 

with the work of peace and of building a better society. 

Speaking at Chicago Stadium, Humphrey said: "I call upon the Democratic 

Party tonight, and in the years ahead, to rejuvenate itself, to stay alive and 

responsive, to reject the status quo, to avoid political hardening of the arteries, 

and to renew itself year by year, day by day, in the struggle to build a better 

America." 

Democrats, Humphrey said, "have differed over issues -- because we care and we 

care deeply about those issues. Yet we have always united around our common concern 

for justice. 

1 ~onight I am happy to report to you that our party is uniting, that those 

brave men who led dissent last spring have made their mark on policy, that they 

have helped the search for peace, that they are coming home, and that justice is 

once more the cause that binds us." 

The Democratic nominee urged opening the opportunities of America to all its 

citizens. "If Chicago had shut out the Polish people, the Italians, the Lithuanians, 

the Yugoslavs, and all those who came here to seek a better life, they and their 

children would not have built this great city. Today, we're talking about black 

people and Spanish-speaking people -- ~igrants, too, people from the outside 

wanting in." 

'~ecause this is America, all people who want to share the burden of building 

a better society deserve to participate fully in that society. And they will --

when I am your President," Humphrey said. The text of his remarks is attached. 

• • • more 



REMARKS . 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
CHICAGO STADIUM 
NOVEMBER 1, 1968 

We've come a long way since August in Chicago. 

It's been uphill for Ed Muskie and me. Sometimes it's been 

a lonely fight. 

But we're moving fast tonight •.• and we're going to keep 

right on moving and next Tuesday we're going to win this election 

with your help. 

There are those who say there isn't much difference this year 

between the two parties and the _two candidates. 

I tell you there's all the difference in the world. 

I have pledged full employment -- but not Richard Nixon. 

I have pledged a program of full education in America A 

Marshall Plan for our cities -- but not Richard Nixon. 

Adlai Stevenson demanded an end to nuclear testing -- but not 

Richard Nixon. 

President Kennedy got the Peace Corps -- but not Richard Nixon. 
President Johnson got the Civil Rights Voting Act --but not Richard Nixon. 

Robert Kennedy fought for the disinherited, from Appalachia 

and the California grape fields to Spanish Harlem and the red dust 

of Mississippi -- but not Richard Nixon. 

Gene McCarthy had the courage to speak out from his conscience 

on Vietnam -- but not Richar~ Nixon. 

I want to debate the great issues of this campaign -- but not 

Richard Nixon. 

Next Tuesday the people of the United States will elect a 

President they can trust -- but not Richard Milhous Nixon. 

I have travelled America from coast to coast, from border to 

border in this year of anguish and anxiety. 

Americans have been through a lot in 1968 -- more than most 

Nations could take. 
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And today they want-- and , need . --: ,a President .th~y can trust • 

. . ' 

They want a President who can build a solid. and an honorable 

peace. 

They want a President who can hold this country together 

and keep :·.it" growing and . ~pen and free. ·' 

As your Democratic candidate, I can tell you something else. 

This is a great Nation. 
. ' 

But it ~ati .be greater. 

And the Democratic Party is a great party. 
"! 

B~t- it ~an be greater. 

It is up to us here tonight to make it so. 

* * * 

First, the future of ()ur Nation. 

. . .' ~ . ' 

Ours is a Democratic society -- but not Democratic enough. 

.. : : 

It is an open society but not open enough. 
. ~ -.. -.; 

It isn't right when 

children go to bed hungry on Indian reservations; 
. . ·. '\! :: 

when ·teenagers are out of schoo~ and q1.,1t of work in the ' 

asphalt desert of our urban slums; 
•·. · ... 

. -: . . 

when Mexican-American children drown in Ca lifornia 

irrigation ditches because their mothers have no day nurseries to 
,'- , : 

care for them. 

when a grandfathe r loses hope in a lonely room; 

when an able-bodied man comes to the city hunting a job, 

but finds he isn't trained to hold one. 

It isn't right when over 20 million Americans do not have 

enough to eat while millions of others are concerned with the 

problems of overweight. 

We must change it and we will. 

. 't . ': 
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If Chicago , had shut out the Polish people ••. the Italians 

the Lithuanians ••• the Yugoslavs ••• and all the rest who came 

here to seek a better life, they and their children would not have 

built this great city. 

Yesterday it was the Poles and the Italians. 

Today, we're talking about black people and Spanish-speaking 

people-- immigrants, too ..• people from the outside wanting in. 

Because this is America, all people who want to share the 

burden of building a better society deserve to participate fully in 

that society. 

And they will -- when I am your President 

* * * 

Now, the Democratic Party . 

Ours is a Democratic Party -- but not Democratic enough. 

It is an open party -- but not yet open enough . 

Any political p a rty can develop hardening of the arteries. 

The Republican Party has had hardening of the arteries since 

the day s of William McKinley. 

It hasn't produced a new idea since then. 

That is why we Democrats have won el e ctions . We have won 

because we have welcome d the young •.. dare d to try new ideas ..• 

changed and grown with the times . 

We must keep on changing. 

We must generate pew ideas. 

We must welcome the y o ung. 

We have differed over issues -- because we care and we care 

deeply about those issues. 

Yet, we have always united around our common concern for 

justice. 
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Tonight I am happy to report to you that our party is uniting 

that those brave men who led dissent last spring have made their 

mark on policy .•• that they have helped the search for peace 

that they are corning horne ... and that justification and that justice 

once more is the cause that binds us. 

I · am proud to say that many thousands of the young people 

who went door-to-doo r in New Hampshire ; in Indiana; in Nebraska; 

and Oregon and California, will go from door-to-door next Monday 

for our party, f o r Ed Muskie and me -- but, most of all, for justice. 

Chicago last August was filled with pain. 

But despite our troubles ••. we took steps in our convention 

to open the selection of our convention delegates. 

We struck down racial barriers. 

We laid the groundwork for the elimination of the Unit Rule. 

Some other things happened in Chicago and at our convention 

that I 1 rn n o ·c p~oud of -- and that you 1 re no t proud of. 

But if we quarre l over the past, we can lose the future. 

Blru-ne is not important. Self-examination is. 

Wha t is importa nt i s the future. 

wnat is important in our turbulent tortured time is change. 

We know there must be change . 

The question is : Will change be peaceful and constructive, 

o r will it b e violent and destructive? 

Our party must do more than make room for change. 

It must give voice to those who cry out for change. 

It must itself •.• be the instrument of chanye. 

I call upon the Democratic Party tonight and in the years 

ahead •. to rejuvenate itself ... to stay alive and responsive 

to reject the status quo ••. to avoid political hardening of the 

arteries .•• and to renew itself year by year, day by day, in the 

struggle to build a better America. 
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, .; I, ' 

This· has been our. historic mission. 

Let it be our cause tonight. 

I want ·to lead the ,fight the fight for a better, more open, 

more Democratic Party. 

I want to lead that party. 

And I want to lead this nation. 

* * * 

Then, the Presidency. 

Exactly eleven weeks from Monday two men will stand on the 

steps of the Capitol in Washington and take their solemn oaths as 

President and Vic.e President of the United States .•. one to lead 

this Nation ••• the . other to be ready to lead it. 

Those men will . chart a course for all of us in the next four 

years. 

Those men will have the power to change or destroy the 

,. 

'world -- in a nuclear age. 

The Democratic Party offers .. leadership ready to meet that 

awesome challenge. 

Let me tell you whatkind of a President I will be -- if the 

people g ive me that cha~ce. 

First, I will .try to earn and deserve the people's trust. 

I will tell the people the truth. 

I will open the White House doors and listen to the people 

really listen. 

j· 
Second, ii will do everything within my power to heal the 

wounds and end th~.i ~:Hvisions among our people 

·.·' between the, angry black and t~e fearful white; 

... ; .... r •• between the worrie<j .rich and the despairing poor: 

and between the young rebel without a cause and his 

a~ious father-- by offering the boy a cause •.• the cause of 

justice. 
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I want to appeal to the best in our people, not the worst ••• 

I want to ignite our hopes, not our fears and hates; 

I want to lift up our people, not put them down. And I will 

do it if you give me a _chance. 

Third, I want peace. 

Our President on Thursday took a wise, a firm, and a courageous 

step toward ending the cruel war in Vietnam a step that a united 

Democratic Party can support -- a step that all Americans who love 

peace will support •.• because we are, most of all, a peaceful people. 

There is anot~er priority of peace. 

Beyond Vitenam -- and even before that struggle is ended, I 

commit myself to the. end of the dangerous nuclear · arms 'race. 

Mr. Nixon says he favors building an eve r-escalating nuclear 

'weaponry and increasing the influence of the military -over our 

foreign policy and our national life. 

He woul,d add 50 billion dollars to our staggering defense 

budget .•. for the wrong purpose ••• for the wrong weapons ••• at 

the wrong time . 
. I 

$50 billion for arms we do not need ..• but precious 

little for the needs of our schools and cities ; 

$50 billion tha t would escalate the nuclear race and 

could lead - us to the final, irrevocable disaster. 

I disagree -- and so do the American people. 

I worked. _with President Kennedy to get the Limited Nuclear 

Test Ban Treaty-- which Mr. Nixon called "catastrophic nonsense ... 

· · I urged the Senate to ratify immediately the treaty to stop 

the spread of nuclear weapons -- while Mr. Nixon stood silent. 

When I am President, I will press for the r~tification of 

that treaty. 
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I will continue to keep ~~erica -- as it is today the 

strongest Nation on earth. 

But I will find a way to halt the suicidal nuclear arms race 

before the nuclear arms race halts mankind. 

I pledge my life to it. 

Finally, I will press forward with the great work of building 

the real America . 

Mr. Agnew says if you've seen one slum, you've seen them all. 

I say .if you've seen one slum, you've seen one too many. 

I want to move forward , not stand still, with the basic build­

ing blocks of health .•• of education ... of Social Security •. .' and 

of continued economic prosperity. 

I want to use those building blocks not to stave off trouble, 

but to do what is right. 

people. 

Yes, I want to change things. 

And , when I am your President, I will. 

* * * 

I want to change not only laws, but hearts. 

Not through fear, but through hope. 

Not through hate, but through compassion. 

I speak to the decency and t o the goodness of the American 

I have plans and I have dreams for this country. 

I want an America --

where every family can live in safety; 

where every man has the tangible things that mean 

self-respect~ 

where we have order -- but orde r with liberty, too; 

where every voice is heard. 

. . . : .. ~ . 
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I want an America at peace 

and America that our young people will be proud to call 

their own; 

an America where the people trust their President ••• and 

where he puts his trust in them. 

And I want a world where the nuclear cloud -- and the deadly 

burden of the arms race -- is lifted from the backs of the ordinary 

people of this earth. 

With your help, we shall have that country and that world. 

Four days from now, the American voter will be alone with 

his conscience in the voting booth. 

And, in that privacy, he will ask: Which men, and which 
'l\ 

party, deserve my trust? 

To you here t onight of the Democratic Party I say: Help us 

help Ed Muskie and me, and our party -- win that trust . 

And to all my countrymen everywhere, I say: vote on Tuesday. 

In our Democracy, voting is a privilege . 

This year it is more than that. It is a solemn duty. 

There are powerful forces at work within our society this 

year -- many of them dark and repressive. 

You alone can insure the triumph of the good. 

The choice you make next Tuesday can well set the course 

for America in this last third of the 20th Century. 

Community or apartheid? 

Peace for tension? 

Justice or repression. 

Growth or stagnation? 

These are the stakes of 1968. 

As for myself, I offer you the words of Nathan Hale: 

"I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but 

I can do something. And what I can do, that I ought to do. And 

what I ought to do, by the Grace of God, I shall do." 
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I have prepared for this moment. 

I do not shrink from it. 

With the help of the people -- and, above all, with faith 

in the people -- I shall lead the country forward, to a new day 

of peace •.• • of unity • • . and, above all, of justice . 

. I. .am ready now. 

I ask your help. 

Will you give that help? 

... - _ ... 
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P..EHARKS OF HUDEHT H . HUHPH:mY 

CHICAGO STADIUH 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
NOVE~IDER 1 , 196 8 

VICE PRESIDENT HUHPH EY g Thank you, thank you . Thank you 

very much, !1r. Mayor , and thank you very much my fellow Democrats 

f or that real Democratic cheer. 
(Applause . ) 
(Cries of nwe \'lant Humphrey . '&) 

Thank you, thank you. Well now, my dear friends , if you think 

you want Humphrey, let me tell you Humphrey wants you . 

(Applause . ) 
Mr. Mayor, Gove rnor Shapiro, and indee d the next gove rnor of 

the State of Illinois 1 Sam Shapiro. And ~r. t-lilliam Clark 1 our 

great candidate for the Senate - ~ (a pplause ) -- and the next 

senator from Illinois 1 l3 ill Clark, and t hen a man who will ah'lays 

be the s enator , always will be the senator from this state, always 

be t !1e gre at senator of t he United Sta tes , Paul Douglas. 

(Applause . ) 
These \'lOnderful state candidates 7 you know every one of them, 

the s e fine country and city candi dat es , every one of them a 

Democrat , may I suggest that you start a t city hall up t o the 

courthouse 1 up to the Congress, and the n into the Hhite House , and 

make it a r eal democratic victory. 

(Applause . ) 
v7ell 1 f riends , \'le have come a l ong way, we have come a long way 

since 1'1ugust in Chicago. It has been an uphill fight for Ed Husk i e 

and me, and sometimes it has been a lonely fi9ht, but not tonight , 

we are in this figh t toge ther tonight. 

And I1r . Nixon , I want you t o kno"'' \'ie are moving fast tonight, 

and we are going to kee p right on rnovinq and next Tuesday we are 

going to win t h i s e l ecti on with your he l p. 

Well, my friends, t here are thos e who say there isn rt much 

differe nce thi s year be tween the two parties , and the two candidates, 

but let me t e ll you the re is a world o f differen~c , all the differ­

e nce in t he world. First o f all , your Democratic candidate s have 

pledged full empl oyment , but not ~.Lchard Nixon . 

(Boos.) 
I pledge a program of full educa tion for every boy and girl , 

but not Richard Nixon. 
(Applause . ) 
I pledged a Marshall Plan f or r enewal, the rebuilding of our 

cities, but not Richard Nixon . 
(Applause. ) 
The late and beloved gove rnor of t hi s state , Adlai Stevenson , 

the man that wanted an end t o nuclear testing , but not Richard 

Nixon. 
(Doos.) 
Pr e sident Kennedy , Pr e sident Kennedy got the Peace Corps, but 

not Richard Nixo n . 
(Boos.) 
President Johnson got the Civil Rights Act, but not Richard 

Nixon. 
(Docs. ) 
Robert Kennedy fought for the disinherited from Appalachia and 

the California grape fields to Spanish Harlem and the r ec dust of 

Mississippi, but not Richard Nixon. 

(Doos . ) 
~ene McCarthy had t he courage to speak from his conscience on 

Vie tnam, but not Richard Nixon. 
(Boos . ) 
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Ladies and gentlemen, I was privileged to author the Job Corps 
which gave jobs to thousands of young men, !Jut not Richard Nixon. 

(Docs.) 
And tonight, tonight on this p latform I have a special treat 

for you, tonight on this platform is a man who at the very time 
that Mr. Nixon was saying that we ouqht to do away with the 
training of the Job Corps, this young man ras being decorated with 
the hi9hest honors of the international Olympics, a gold medal for 
the United States, and he was the younq man who said that the Job 
Corps gave him his chance. He is George Foreman, Olympic heavy­
weight champion , v1ho -- (applause) -·- yes, friends, here he is, 
George Foreman, who thrilled America by waving the American flag 
in Mexico City from the Job Corps to the greatest title that can }e 
given in an,ature athletics, and Hr. Nixon on the same hour, the same 
night , says we ought to abolish the Job Corps. That is the 
difference bet\'1een these t wo parties. 

(Docs.) 
You see, there are some other differences. I want to 

debate the issues. I wanted to debate the great issues of this 
campaign, but not Richard Nixon. He is no debater. 

And next Tuesday the people of the United Saates will elect a 
president that they can trust, but not Richard :t:ixon. 

(Applause.) 
(Cries of "We want Humphrey. 1!) 

Yes, my friends, I have traveled America from coast to 
coast, from border to border in this year of anguish and anxiety, 
and we know that Americans have gone through a lot in 1968, more 
than most nations could ever take, and in the next four yea rs they 
want and they need a president that they can trust . They want 
a president who can build a solid and honorable peace, and they 
want a president who can hold this country together and keep it 

grmoJing and open and free to every Ame rican. 
(Applause.) 
That is your candidate. 
As your candidate, let ne tell you something else. I have 

seen this nation, and I know that it is a great nation, but it can 
be greater, and the Democratic Party is a great party, but it can 
be greater, and it is up to us here tonight and in the we eks and the 
days ahead, yes,the years ahead, to make this nation greater , and to 
make this party greater. 

First, the future of our nation ~ ours is a democratic society 
but not democratic enough. It is an open society , but not open 
enough. It isn 1 t right vlhen children go to bed hungry on Indian 
reservations, when teenagers are out of school and out of work in the 
asphalt desert of our urban slums or when Mexican-American children 
drowned in California irrigation ditches because their mothers have 
no day nurseries to care for them or when a grandfather loses hope 
in a lonely room or when an able-bodied man comes to a city hunting 
a job but finds he isn't trained to hold one. 

No, my friends, it isn't right when over 20 million Americans 
do not have enough to eat while millions of others are concerned with 
the problems of overweight. It isn't right, and we must change it , 
and \\Te ill the Democratic Party, we \'/ill change it. 

(Applause . ) 
If Chicago, this great city of Chicago, had shut out the Polish 

people, t he Italians, the Czechs, the Slovaks, the Lithuanians, the 
Yugoslavs, the Ukranians and all the others, all those '''ho came here 
to seek a better life? they and their ·children would not have built 
this great city but they did build it and yesterday it was the 
Poles and the Italians who were being shut out, and today we 
are talking about the black people and the Spanish people, the 
Spanish- speaking people, immigrants, too , people from outside wanting 
in. 

(Applause.) 
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A.nd because this is lunerica, a 11 p0oples, all of our people want 
to share the burden of buildi ng a Letter society. They deserve 
to participate fully in the ~enefits of that society, and they will, 
they will have their chance, every one of them when I am 
president. 

(A.pplau:-:; o) 

Now, a word about the Democra·tic Party, our party, this party 
that has been the i nstrument of great progresso Ours i s a 
democratic party, but, frankly, it i s not democratic enough. It is 
an open party, but not yet open enough . Any political party, like 
any person, can have ~1ardening of the arteries 0 The Republican 
Party has had hardening o f t~e arteries since the days of tVillia'TI 
McKinley. 

(Applause.) 
I dou.l:: t tl.:at it has produced a ne ,, ic"!ea, I doubt i t has produced 

a new 2aea since that f alse promise o f b io chicken8 i r every pot and 
b m cars in ev0ry garage . "Sut a t l east that "lt>Ta s their last i dea . 

No-v1 this is why we Democrats have -v1on ele cti.,.Jns. 'iJe have \'TOn 
because \rJe welcomed t he young , and we dared t o try ne•11 ideas. We 
changed and we have grown with t he t i mes, and I am here 'to say 
tonight that we must keep on chanr;inc; , \ve mu.s t qen8rate new ideas, 
WG rr,ust ¥.1e lcone ne\'! people, vve must welcome t he youns: . 

We have differed over issues bocaus e we c ared, and :Oecaus e we 
c ared deeply about those iss ue s. Ye t we have alw~ys united around 
oilr c ormnon concern fo r j ustice and for t~:~ e o.;:-dinary man . 'This is 
the hal lnark of the Democratic Party. 

(Applause. ) 
'Ionisht I am hc.ppy to r eport to you -·- I am very happy t o 

report to you that our party i.s uniting , tha~ those br ave ~en who 
led dissent last s pring have made their mark on po licy , and they have 
helped us s earch for peace, they a r e comins horne, ?.nd that j us tice 
once more is the cause ''7hich binds us togebv::~ r, Democrats of all 
kirldS t onight on this fi rst day o f Novembe r o f every f acti on in our 
party, uemccrats tonight are uni t ed, to win this election for the 
Democratic ticket. 

(Applause . ) 
Yesp I am proud to say from this platform tonic;ht, g(;;!ntlemen 

and l adies, t ha t many ~housands of the young people who went door­
t o- door in New Hampshire last winter , and Indiana , in Net raska, in 
Ore~cn in California, t hat those thousands of young people will go 
from f oor t o door next Monday and next Tuesday f o r ov- party , for Ed 
Muskie and me, but nos t o f all t hey will so ~oor-to-door for 
America and for justice in t his country. 

(Applause.) 
"YJe know every one of us here in Chicaqo last ."'\ugust '~as filled 

with pain, but despite our troubles we t ook steps in our convention 
t o open the s e lection o f our ccnvention de l eqates . '$\Je s truck down 
r acial barriers, vle laid the groundwork for the elimination O<"" the 
unit rule, and some other t hings happened in Chi cago at our con­
vention t hat v7e are not proud of and t hat you ar~ not proud of. 
But if 'l;J'e quarrel over the past, I tell you that -vm will l ose the 
futu:r.ei b lame: is not i moortant, self-,;xaminaticn is, and what is 
i mportant i s the future. !r.Y:hat is i mportant :i.n our turbulent , 
t ortured time is change, and we must, and we know that there mus t 
be change and the question is will the change be peaceful and 
construct ive, or wil l it be violent and destructive? Our party must 
help decide that question here tonight . 

(Applause. ) 
Our party, but our party must do more t!'lan make r oom for change. 

It must give voice to those who cry out for c hange. It must itself 
be the instrument of chanqe, and I call upon t he Democratic Party 
tonight and in the year s ahead t o rejuvenate itself, to stay alive, 
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to reject t h0 status 0uo, to avoid politic~l hardening of the 

arteries , to renew itself every year, year by year, in the struggle 

to build what you and I v.rant, a better .America through the 
De~ocr~tic process. 

(Applause. ) 
And I want to lead that fight. I l'Tant to lead that fight , that 

fight for a better, for a more open, for a more democratic party, 

and I wayt to lead that party, and I shall, and I want to l ead this 

nation, and with your help I shall. 
(Applause. ) 

' (Cries of 11 V'Je want Humphrey. 11
) 

Now, friends, now the p:res idency itself~ 11 "t~Jeeks from Honday, 

11 weeks fron this Uonday, b..-10 m2n will staEd on the steps of the 

Capitol in vJashington . 'l'hey will take their soh::mn oath a.s 

president and vice president o f the United State s, one to lead this 

nation, the other 1 if necessary, to be ready to lead it, and those 

two men will chart a course fo r all of us in the next four years, and 

t!'J.ose men \,.,ri ll hcve t he power t o change or destroy the ~vorld in a 

nuclear age. 
The Democratic Party offers leadershi p ready to meet that 

challeng-e, so let me t e.l l you v-1hat kind of a president that I will 

be if you the people give me the chance. 
(Applause . ) 
Thank you, thank yo~. 
Let me tell you th~ kind of a president that I will ba if you 

give me the c:hance. First, I -v1i ll try t.o earn -·- (cries of c:v·?e -v1ant 

pee..;:e. " ) -- t.o earn and deserve the peop~e 1 s tn.::.:::t. I \'ITill be 

wi LLing to tel l t he people t .e truth. I will opc !1 the doo:r.s of the 

White House to 1 is·::·~n to the people, t hese who t -:i1k in soft voice and 

those who talk l oud l y. I \<Jill do eve:!:·ything wi -trl .in my poer to heal 

t he wot.:.nds a:::.d e:1d th~ divisions of our people between the angry 

black and t he fee:cful white , beb1een the worried rich and the 

desperate poor, bet·r1een the young rebe l without a cause e.nd his 

anxious father by offering the boy a real cause, the cause of social 

justice in America . 
(Applause.) 
Tha~k you , thank you. 
(Cries of "We want peace . 0

) 

All right, my fellow A.<-nericans, I l.~ant t o appeal 1 I v1ant to 

appeal to the best in our people, not t he worst. I -vmnt to ignite 

our hopes, not our fears and our hates. I want to lift up the 

people, not put them down, and I will do it i f you give me the 

chance. 
Now every man knows, and I want you to know, that I, like you, 

want peace . Our President on Thursday this week took a wise, 

courageous, firm decisionv a step towards ending the cruel war in 

Vietnam. 
(Applause.) 
It is a step, it is a step that all ~nericans who l ove peace 

will support , because we are most of all a peaceful people and a 

peaceful nation that wants peace for ourselves and for the world. 

Now there is another :9riori ty of peace. Beyond Vietnam --· and 

that strug0le will come to an end, and even before it is ended ~­

I commit myself tonight to end the dangerous nuclear arms race. 
(Applause .) 

f\lr o Ni xon says he favors building even more nuclear weaponry , 

he favors increasing the influence of the military over our foreign 

policy and our national life. 
(Boos o) 

He reject that, 'llle Deraocrats. Fe Hould ask - - he said he would 

add anywhere frcm $25 billion to $5 ~ billion t o our staggering 

defense budget, and it ~·10ule! be:: for t :1e wrong purpose, for the wrong 



weapons, at the l-'Jron~r time; $5 0 billion for arms tha·t \¥e do not 
need, but precious little, Mr. Nixon, for the needs of our 
children, our schools and our cities in your plan. 

5 

I worked with the late beloved President Kennedy to get the 
Nuclear Test Dan Treaty \•lhich Hr. Nixon called a cruel hoax and 
catastrophic nonsense. I have urged the Senate to ratify immediate 
a treaty to stop the spread of these da.ngerous nuclear weapons \•Thile 
Mr. Nixon stood ty silent, and when I am your president, I will 
press for the ratifica tion of that treatyr and I ~1ill continue to 
keep America as it is today, the strongest nation on the earth. 

(Applause.) 
Finally, friends, we T'7ill do what you c.nd I know vm must do, we 

mus·t press fo~warc1 with the great work of buildinG the real 
America. .Hr. Ac;;nev; says if you have seen one slu ... ,you have seen 
them all. I s ay if you have s een one slum ; you have seen one 
too many. 

(Applause.) 
I \vant to move fonqard. I want to move forward, not stand 

still. I want to move forv1ard with the basic buildino blocks of 
help for our peopler education for our children , social s~curity 
for our elderlyr and continued economic prosperity for this 
economy. That is our program. 

(l.l.pplause.) 
I want to use those building blocks not to s te.ve cff trouble 

but to do \'!hat is right . 
Yesr I want to change things, to right old wrongs , to corrGct 

old injustices, and v1hen I am your president r \vi th yonr help, 
we will do it. We will do it. 

(Applause . ) 
I want. to change not only l v.ws, but I want to chan~e hearts , 

not through f ear , but throush hope; not t hrough hate, but through 
compassion. 

I speak to the decency and the goodness of the American people, 
and it is t he rev my friends, and I have plans, and I have dreams 
for this country. I want an America '1/Jhere every family can live 
in safety 1 where every man has the t h ings that mean self-respect; 
\l.rhere we have orc.er r but orcer with liberty, too ., where every 
voice is hea.rd 0 

* want an America at peacey an &~erica that our young people 
will be pr0ud to call their own r an Ame ricc. v1her~ the people trust 
their pre sident and where he puto his trust in them. 

(Applause . ) 
And I ·pant a vJOrld where the nuclear cioud, that ghastly nuclGar 

cloud, that deadly burden of the arrns race, is lifted from the 
backs of the ordinary people of this earth r and, with your help, 
and only with your help, we s~all have that kind of a country anc 
that kind of a '-'lOrld , and it is \·mrth fighting for, my friends. 

( l> .. pplause.) 
So, tonight , four days from tonight, the ballots will be 

counted, four days from nmV' the l'.merican voter \1ill be alonE: ~lith 
his conscience and his God in the voting booth, and in t hat privacy 
he will ask, "v7hich men and which party deserve my trust? 11 To 
you here tonight of the Democratic Party, I say help us, help 
Ed ~1uskie anG. me and our party , help us win that trust. 

(Applause.) 
And to all of our country and every-,qhere I say this, to every 

l'unerican every'-'There I say vote, vote on Tueasday . In our 
democracy votinq is a privilegeo This year there is more to 
that. It is a sole~~ dutyo There are powerful forces at work 
within America, many of then·~ dark r bitter and repressive 1 and you 
alone , the people r can insure t he triumph of decency and good. 
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The choice t~_at you make next •ruuscay can vrell set the 
course for America in this last third o f t he 20th century. It 
will be community or separatism, peace or tension 1 justice or 
repression , grmJth or stagnation. These are the stakes of tl e 
election of 196 C. As fer nyself , I offer you tonight the vmrds 
of a qreat J..merican 9atriot ; Naa'. an Hc>.le , anc. here is v7hat he said. 
11 I am only one , but I am one e :': cannot do 0verythinq .' but I 
can do somethins. Anc~ ¥!hat I c a n do,tt.at I ought to do. :'lnd what 
I "Ylant to de 1 '.Jy the grace of Goc, I shall do. 11 

Eight years ago, eight years ago this very night John F. 
Kenned.y car.1e to this very p lace in s e arch o f. victor:' over Richard 
M. Nixon . The stakE) S t'le r e high t hen as the y an.} now. Ch:Lca.go 
and Illinois responCea to John I~ . Kennedy . John KenneC:y carried 
Chicago, he c a rrie d Illinois , anc America "¥JOn. Tonight I a. sk the 
same help from yc u tonish t in buildin~ a grE:.at Democratic 
victory. vJill you help r:1e c.s you !~e lped John Kennedy? 

(Cries of "Yes . 11
} 

If you do , we s hall win. 
(l'.pplause. I 
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f We've come a long way since August in Chicago. J 1 
~ It's been uphill for Ed Muskie and me, Sometimes it's 

been a lonely fight.A 

L 4/11 we're moving fast tonight ... and we're 2oing to keep 

right on movin$1, ... and next Tuesday we're going to win this 

election --with your hele. ,I -# 

/There are those who say there isn't much difference this ~ ---
year between the two parties and the two candidates. 

J. I tell you there's all the difference in the world.f 

l1 have pledged full employment-- but not Richard Nixon. 

(I have pledged a program of full education · 
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L Adlai Stevenson demanded an end to nuclear testing -- but 

not Richard Nixon. 

~resident Kennedy got the Peace Corps -- but not Richard 

Nixon. 

:;(President Johnson got the civil rights voting act-- but not 

Richard Nixon. ~ 
/ Robert Kennedy fought for the disinherite~ from Appalachia 

and the California grape tiel' to Spanish Harlem and the red dust 

of Mississippi -- but not Richard Nixon. 

/. Gene McCarthy had the courage to speak out from his 

conscience on Vietnam -- but not Richard Nixon. 

l.J want to debate the great issues of this campaign --but not 

Richard Nixon. 

~ U Next Tuesday the people of the United States will elect a 

President they can trust-- but not Richard Milhous Nixon. J 
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Ll have travelled America from coast to coast, from lx>rder to 

border, in this year of anguish and anxiety, 

LAmericans have been through a lot in 1968-- ~ethan -most nations could take. 
lfllfflJ& itiJn' .. r. .. ._. 

L And.._- they want-- and need --a President they can trust 1 _. -J. They want a President who can build a solid and an honorable 

peace. 

l They want a President who can hold this country together ... 

and keep it growing and open and free. ~ ... 
LAs your Democratic candidate, I can tell you something else. 

This is a great nation. -
But it can be greater. 

J.. And the Democratic Party is a great party._ 

But it can be greater. 

L It is up to us here tonight to make it so. 
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Ours is a democratic society -- but not democratic enough., 

Lit is an open society-- £ut not open enough. 

LIt i~'t right when --

--children go to bed hungry on Indian reservations; 

--when teenagers are out of school and out of work in the 

asphalt desert of our urban slums; 

--when Mexican-American children drown in California 

irrigation ditches because their mothers have no day nurseries to 
S I 

care for them. 

--when a grandfather loses hope in a lonely room; -
--when an able-bodied man comes to the city hunting a 

job, but finds he isn't trained to hold one. it• Lit isn't r~flht when over 20 million Americans do not have 
p 

enough to eat while millions of others are concerned with the problems 

of overweight. 
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L If Chicago had shut out the Polish people ... the Italians .. 11. ~ 
~J,~ the Lithuanians ... the Yugoslav)· .. and all the rest who came here 

to seek a better I if) they and their children would not have built 

this great city. 

~sterday it was the Poles and the Italians. 

l Today, we're tal king about black people and Spanish-speaking 

people-- immigrants, too ... people from the outside wanting in. I 
r' n L Because this is America,.!U.people who want to share the 

burden of building a better society deserve to participate fully in that 
3 

society. 

i.J.nd they will --when I am your President. I 
....... L Now, the Democratic Party. 

Ours..Ls.a Democratic Party-- but not democratic enough .• •s -Lit is an open party --but not yet open enough. 
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L Any political party can develop hardening of the arteries., 

Zrhe Republican Party has had hardening of the arteries 

since the days of William McKinley., 

It hasn't produced a new idea since then. 

That is why we Democrats have won elections. We have won 

because we have welcomed the young ... dared to try new ideas ... 

changed and grown with the times. 

We must keep on changing. 

We must generate new ideas. 

We must welcome the young. 

We have differed over issues -- because we care and we 

care deeply about those issues. 

Yet we have always united around our common concern for 

justice. 

Tonight I am happy to report to you that our party is uniting ... 

that those brave men who led dissent last spring have made their mark 
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on pol icy ... that they have helped the search for peace ... that 

they are coming home ... and that justice once more is the cause 

that binds us. 

I am proud to say that many thousands of the young people 

who went from door-to-door in New Hampshire; in Indiana; in 

Nebraska; and Oregon and California, will go from door-to-door 

next Monday for our party, for Ed Muskie and me-- but, most of 

all, for justice. 

Chicago last August was filled with pain. 

But despite our troubles ... we took steps in our convention 

to open the selection of our convention delegates. 

We struck down racial barriers. 

We laid the groundwork for the elimination of the unit rule. 

Some other things happened in Chicago and at our convention 

that I'm not proud of --and that you're not proud of. 

But if we quarrel over the past, we can lose the future. 
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Blame is not important. Self-examination~· 

What~ important is the future. 

What~ important in our turbulent tortured time is change. 

We know there must be change. 

The question is: Will change be peaceful and constructive, 

or will it be violent and destructive? 

Our party must do more than make room for change. 

It must give voice to those who cry out for change. 

It must ... itself ... be the instrument of change. 

I call upon the Democratic Party tonight ... and in the 

years ahead ... to rejuvenate itself ... to stay alive and responsive .. . 

to reject the status quo ... to avoid political hardening of the arteries .. . 

and to renew itself year by year, day by day, in the struggle to build 

a better America. 

This has been our historic mission. 

Let it be our cause tonight. 



-more democratic party. -.J I want to lead that party. 

LAnd I want to lead this nation. 

L Then, th_:Presid79£Y· 

LExactly ei:Ven weeks from Monday~ men will stand on 

the steps of the Capitol in Washington and take their solemn oaths 

as President and Vice President of the United States ... one to lead --
this nation ... the other to be ready to lead it 

L Thos-~l\\ ;n wi II chart a cou rse for a II of us in the next lour 

years. 
/ .-fJI$5 t- Thos~men will have the power to change or destroy the 

world-- in a nuclear age. 
--- -
-~The Democratic Party offers I eadersh i p ready to m eel that 

awesome challenge. 
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/.J.et me tell you what kind of a President I will be --.jt tile 

people give me that chance. 

IIJ..rst, I will try to earn and deserve the people's trust 

/J will tell thepeoplethetruth. 

L1 will open the White House doors and listen to the people ... 

really liet@n~~1 4.4W..t.I!./D4~ ~ 
~eco~d, I will do everything within my power to h;_al the 

wounds and end the divisions among our people--

--between the angry black and the fearful white; 
c -

--between the Vl>rried rich and the despairing poor; 

--and between the young rebel without a cause and his 

anxious father-- by offering the boy_ a cause ... the cause of justice .• 

'71 want to appeal to the best in our peopl~. not the 11.0rst. .. 

want to ignite our hopes, notour fears and hates. 

f... I want to lift up our people, n~ put them ~wn.l And I will 

do it if you give me a chance. ---
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~ I want peace. 

LOur President on Thursday ~ok a ~SEJ a firm, and a 

courageous step toward ending the cruel war in Vietnam --a step 

that a united Democratic Party can support-- a step that all 

Americans who love peace will support ... because we are, most 

of all, a peaceful people. 

Lrhere is another priority of pwce. 

L Beyond Vietnam --and even before that struggle is ended -- I 

commit myself to the end of the dangerous nuclear arms race. 

L Mr. Nixon says he favors building an ever-escalating 

nuclear weaponry and increasing the influence of the military over 

our foreign policy and our national life. 

LHe would add 50 billion dollars to our staggering defense 

budget ... for the wrong purpose ... for the wrong weapons ... at 

the wrong time. I 
• 
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--$50 billion for arms we do not need ... but precious 

little for the needs of our schools and cities; 

--$50 billion that would escalate the nuclear race and 

could lead us to the final, irrevocable disaster. 

~I disagree-- and so do the American oeoole. 

~orked with President Kennedy to get the~ Nuclear 
a.~/J--1!_ 

Test Ban Treaty-- which Mr. Nixon call~ :•catastrophic nonsense." 

lJ., urged the Senate to ratify immediately the treaty to stop 

the spread of nuclear weapons-- while Mr. Nixon stood silent 

L When I am Presidenj I will press for the. ratification of 

that treaty. 

j I will continue to keep America --as it is today-- the 

strongest nation on earth. 

but I will find a way to halt the suicidal nuclear arms race 

before the nuclear arms race halts mankind. 

l. I pledge my life to it. 
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Finally, I will press forward with the great work of building 

the real America. 

Mr. Agnew says if you've seen one slum, you've seen them 

all. 

I say if you've seen one slum, you've seen one too many. 

I want to move forward, not stand still, with the basic 

building blocks of health ... of education ... of Social Security ... 

and of continued economic prosperity. 

I want to use those building blocks not to stave off trouble, 

but to do what is right. 

Yes, I want to change things. 

And, when I am your President, I will. 

I want to change not only laws, but hearts. 

Not through fear, but through hope. 

Not through hate, but through compassion. 
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/1 speak to the decency and to the goodness of the American 

people. 

}, I have plans and I have dreams for this country. 

(JJ L I want an America--

--where every family can live in safety; 

--where every man has the....._ things that mean self-

respect; 

--where we have order-- but order with liberty, too; 

--where every voice is heard. 

{jJ Ll want an America at peace--

--an America that our young people will be proud to call 

their own; 

--an America where the people trust their President ... and 

where he puts his trust in them. 

LAnd I want a world where the nuclear cloud --and the deadly 

burden of the arms race-- is lifted from the backs of the ordinary 

people of this earth. 
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i._ With your help) we shall have that country and that world..-. ,, w .. X f Four days from no1, the American voter will be alone with 

his conscience in the voting booth. 

bnd, in that privacy, he will ask: Which men, and which 

party, deserve my trust? 

L To you here tonight of the Democratic Party I say: Help 

us --help Ed Muskie and me, and our party-- win that trust. - .... 
And to all my countrymen everywhere, I say: Vote on Tuesday. • t 

( 
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L Community or ..... U4'c..:,..r.A4~PM 
L Peace or t~nstgn? 

c...-

1-;~ce or repression? 

J,G2!!..,th or stagnation? 

/..:!.hese are the stakes of 1968. 4-fi•M f;&.lt. •• t 
f-.t! for myself, I offer you the words ~ Nathan Hal~: 

"I am only one, but I am one./_;_ cannot do everythin~ 
but I can do somethi nge. And what I can d~J that I ought to do/ 

And what I ought to do~ by the grace of God7 I shall do." J 
L.._Eight years ago this night, John F. Kennedy came to 

this place in search of victory over Richard M. Nixon. 

~e stakes were high then, as they are now. 

L_c.bicago responded t2 John F. Kenne,Qy. 

~n Kennedy carried Chicago. He carried Illinois. 

America won . .........._____ 
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Tonight I ask you for that same help in 

building a great Democratic victory. 

(_wi~ you help me as you helped John Kennedy? 4..; ~ 
a,o ~ ~ -~Ott/. - I ..,6 CJ 

' asl' usrr ewP.~ ~ , 

# # # 
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REMARKS 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

CHICAGO STADIUM 

l .I NOVEMBER l, 1968 

~ \,..(.. ~ A.. I ~---

r Ed Muskie and me. Sometimes 

it's been a lonely fight. 



and we're going to 

keep right on and next Tuesday we're going to win 

this election --- with your help. 

There are those who say there isn't much difference 

this year between the two parties and the two candidates. 

tell you there's all the difference in the world. 

I have pledged fu II employment -- but not 

Richard Nixon. 

I have fought for aid to educa ion --- but not 

Richard Nixon. 

Adlai Stevenson demanded an end to nuclear 

testing --- but not Richard Nixon. 

President Kennedy 

Richard Nixon. 
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President Johnson got the civil rights voting 

act --- not Richard Nixon. 
r)J)if'l~ 

Robert Kennedy fought for the from 
·~ --~·,,_ :, J J 

-k~~·J 
Appalachia and the California grape fields to~panish Harlem 

,d~ 
and the~ of Mississippi --- but not Richard Nixon. 

Gene McCarthy had the courage to speak out from 

his conscience on Vietnam --- but not Richard Nixon. 

I wanted to debate the great issues of this 

campaign --- but not Richard Nixon. 

Next Tuesday the people of the United States wi II 

elect a President they can trust --- but .... ft 'is:: 't ~ lt•f 

Richard Mi lhous Nixon. 

I have travelled d~rom coast to coast, from 

border to border, thi('". ;e,....., '/- A•~,,.;.4 ~~if a 
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~ey want a ·President who can hold this country 
~~ ~~Mi;.e.~. 

together ... and ' keep itP<.'f( ' 

~your Democratic candidate, I can tell you 

something else. 

/_!his is a great nation. 

L_But it can be greater. 

l_!.nd the Democratic Party is a great party. 

L But it can be greater. 

~"K}up to-!!JJ"us here tonight to make it so. 
~ ~ ~ 

l~First, ~~~.,s:e;uur nation. n6f" 

~rs is a democratic society -- but -i>t llptl 

democratic enough. 



--- children go to bed hungry on Indian reservations; 
~ 

--- ,.,¢ kids are out of -school and out of work in ~ 
~f~ ~ ( ~ ur!t-.. .tG~-.g(f; 

~~0~~;1: =:cans are sh~ nof 

-"W' hoii Ute ~ <ilfflwnt •oei~ ,;.At ~ 
~ ,IAJf cJ..~~~t"'lje. if ~· 1 ~ 

!!!!!~~Pili- ~-'"'.. ~ ... - ~"'i/((6) 
L If Chicago had shut out the Polish people ... the 

Italians ... the Lithuanians ... the Yugoslavs ... and all the 



-------~> C"'"""""---
who want to •tlllliiPal+iri• share • the burden of building 

a., better world deserve to participate fully in that better life. 

~d hey wi II --- when I am your President. * -;e-. ~ 
t__::_ow, 1 f + ,. 1 ~ the 

Democratic Party. 

tot't 1111 lit!li:f:'~' sei:CJ; LOur~ is a 

democratic pa~ Bat Ilk€ 991 =+· it isll I aiMjs 

rdemocratic enough. 
jJ Jt.rl"~ 

[It,!'.\ a~ open pa rty/\~· " '~pen 
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~Republican Party has had hardening of the 

arteries since the days of William McKinley. 

Wt hasn •t produced a new idea si nee then. 

_j~_.i5 . J ~why we Democrats have won elections. 
~~~:) ~ 
?cause we have welcomed the ~~dared to try the new, • , 

/changed and grown with the tim~ ~Wi ~.tuJ/ 

L!!;_must keep on changi~ elcome d i ssent~ 

~~ ~rf welcome new faces, new blood and new ideas. 

!..!:__have differed in the past over issues -- because 

we care and we care deeply about those issues. 

~ht I am happy to report to you that our party 

.,._.,~ - ... -...t.h_at those bright m~ho led di ssen last 



~·lii•••••l'in our convention last 
r: ~ 

summer we took steps to open,the selection of our 
. . . . . . 

convention delegates 1'\we struck down racial barriers1\ 

we laid the groundwork for the elimination of 



sG~I ~., "-._olD~~,.. J 

J'\~" ~~~~~ .~ -_- . -
t'- "~... I+ ~~t ~ l[_lH~ _ - - ·-

h~u_~G~~ ~ 
I} ~~t ... ;+4 ... 

---------

----
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fll 8 til O!!lllelJw know there be change. 

The only quest!on~ Wil~rr;-ei"d~ and constructiv:; 

~-llllt o 1olent and destructive? ,1 ~ 11 
I NJ(!;;e T rr 

lt i i tbi fqpchon of QW r ~arty t& ~nmidi il ~9i&8f~ I 

~\Af .... 
Only ~~ can we greatly serve our nation. 

I call upon the Democratic Party toni ght ... and 

in the years ahead ... to rejuvenate itself ... to stay alive -+" ""'j.a~+ .K.,. ,.\.4 ... s ~• · .. 
and responsive ... to avoid political 

to renew itself year by year, day by day, in the struggle to 
: "\ 

build a better America. 

This has been our historic mission. 

Let it be our cause tonight. l -
I want to lead that fight:-- ~-fifH """'-.:: k~~ 
:z ~ ~ /e-tJ ..... -t ,_:z;- . 
And I want to lead this nation. 

~ ~ -1-
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~ L ~~have plans an have dreams for this country. 

~me tell you what kind of a President I will 

be if the people give me that chance. 
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~open the White House doors and listen to 

the people. 

L Second, I wi II do everything within my power to 

I want to appeal to the best in our people, not 

the worst . . . I want to ignite our hopes, not our fears and 

hates. 

I want to lift up our people, not put them down. 

And I wi II do it if you give me a chance. 
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wisely. 
< -gr 

d I wi II labor night and day to end the 

~ear arms race. 

~ Nixon says he favors building an ever­

escalating nuclear weaponry and increasing the influence of 

I disagree~ -- and so do the American 

people. 

I worked with President Kennedy to get the 

Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty -- which Mr. Nixon once 

called "catastrophic nonsense." 
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urged the Senate to ratify immediately the 

treaty to stop the spread of nuclear weapons --- but 

Mr. Nixon stood si I ent. 

When I am President, I wi II press for the 

ratification of that treaty. I will continue to keep America --

as it is today -- the strongest nation on earth. But I wi II 
--r;, J ~ "'~1 

s.l'g gx~IQrg i'IBFY uoey to halt the suicidal nuclear arms 

race before the nucle r arms race h~ mankilld. L;f' ,, ,.1 li To 4-- .. . 
· ~ally, I wi II press forward the great 

~ . 
work of building a setter seeie~. -tb-~~ · 

Mr. Agnew says if you've seen one slum you've 

seen them all. 

I say if you've seen one slum you've seen ~ 

too many. 
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, that 

they wi II 
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I want an America ---

--- where every man can 

--- where we have order and liberty, too; 

--- where every voice is heard. 

I want an America at pea 

--- an America that our young people wi II be 

proud to call their own; 

---an America where the people trust their 

President . . . and where he puts his trust in them . .. ·~ 
..- w:nt a world where th;-.mushroom cloud is 

lifted from ..- mankind. 
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I say: Help us_, l)elp Ed Muskie and me, thi! eleeti6: 
~W)t, ~~ .. 

~to all my countrymen everywhere, I say: 

Vote on Tuesday. 

~our democracy, voting is a privilege. This 

year it i s a so I em n duty. 

~ are powerful forces at work within our 

society this year, some bad, some good. You alone can 

ensure the triumph of the good. The choice you make next 

Tuesday will set the course for America in the last third 

of the 20th Century. 
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Community or apartheid? 

Peace or tension? 

Justice or repression? 

Growth or stagnation? 

These are the stakes of 1968. 

As for myself, I offer you the wards of Nathan Hale: 

"I am only one, but I am one.. I cannot do everything, 

but I can do something. And what I can do, that I ought to do. 

Andwwhat I ought to do, by the grace of God, I shall do. " 

Eight years ago this night, John F. Kennedy came to 

this place in search of victory over Rbchard M .. Nixon. 

The stakes were high then, as they are now. 

Chicago responded to John F. Kennedy. 

John Kennedy carried Chicago. He carried Illinois. 

America won. 
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Tonight I ask you for that same help in 

building a great D1111ocratic victory. 

Will you help me as you helped John Kennedy? 

I ask your help. 

* * * 



REMARKS 

VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

CHICAGO STADIUM 

NOVEMBER 1, 1968 

-.-' 

I've come back to Chicago against a lot of advice -­

because I'm not afraid to take risks in stating my case to the 

people -- because I trust the people, including the people 

of Chicago -- and because Illinois can be decisive in this 

election. 

It's been uphill for Ed Muskie and me. Sometimes 

it's been a lonely fight. 
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But we•re rolling tonight ... and we•re going to 

keep right on rolling ... and next Tuesday we're going to win 

this election --- with your help. 

There are those who say there isn•t much difference 

this year between the two parties and the two candidates. 

I tell you there's all the difference in the world. 

I have pledged full employment -- but not 

Richard Nixon. 

I have fought for aid to education --- but not 

Richard Nixon. 

Adlai Stevenson demanded an end to nuclear 

testing --- but not Richard Nixon. 

President Kennedy got Medicare --- but not 

Richard Nixon. 
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President Johnson got the civil rights voting 

act --- not Richard Nixon. 

Robert Kennedy fought for the poor, from 

Appalachia and the California grape fields to Spanish Harlem 

and the fields of Mississippi --- but not Richard Nixon. 

Gene McCarthy had the courage to speak out from 

his conscience on Vietnam --- but not Richard Nixon. 

I wanted to debate the great issues of this 

campaign --- but not Richard Nixon. 

Next Tuesday the people of the United States wi II 

elect a President they can trust --- but it won •t be 

Richard Mi lhous Nixon. 

I have travelled this land from coast to coast, from 

border to border, this fall. 

And I can tell you what the American people are 

concerned about today. 
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They want a President they can trust. 

They want a President who can secure the peace. 

They want a President who can hold this country 

together . . . andkkeep it prosperous. 

As your Democratic candidate, I can tell you 

something else. 

This is a great nation. 

But it can be greater. 

And the Democratic Party is a great party. 

But it can be greater. 

And it's up to all of us here tonight to make it so. 

First, let's talk a little about our nation. 

Ours is a democratic society -- but it isn•t 

democratic enough. 
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It is an open society -- but it isn•t open enough. 

It isn't right when ---

--- children go to bed hungry on Indian reservations: 

--- and kids are out ofsschool and out of work in 

urban ghettos. 

It isn't right when 29 million Americans are shut 

out from the mainstream of our affluent society. 

I want to change that. 

If Chicago had shut out the Polish people ... the 

Italians . . . the Uthuanians . . . the Yugoslavs . . . and all the 

rest who came here to seek a better life, those people and their 

children would not have bui It the great city where we meet 

tonight. 

Now we're talking about black people who have been 

shut out. 
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Jim not talking about criminals. Of course, 

we have to have order. Everybody's for law and order. 

11m simply saying that people • . . all people ... 

who want to bear their share of the burden of building a 

better world deserve to participate fully in that better life. 

And they wi II --- when J am your President. 

Now. let's talk a minute about our party, the 

Democratic Party. 

Let•s be honest with ourselves~ Ours is a 

democratic party. But like our society, it isn't always 

democratic enough. 

It's an open party. But it i sn •t a1ways open 

enough. 

Political parties are like people. They can get 

hardening of the arteries. 
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The Republican Party has had hardening of the 

arteries since the days of William McKinley. 

It hasn't produced a new idea since then. 

And that's why we Democrats have won elections. 

Because we have welcomed the young, dared to try the new, 

and changed and grown with the times. 

We must keep on changing ... welcome dissent ... 

welcome new faces, new blood and new ideas. 

We have differed in the past over issues -- because 

we care and we care deeply about those issues. 

Tonight I am happy to report to you that our party 

Is uniting ... that those bright men who led dissent last 

spring have made their mark on policy ••. that they are 

coming home. 
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I am proud, too, that in our convention last 

summer we took steps to open up the selection of our 

convention delegates -- we struck down racial barriers to 

delegates -- we laid the groundwork for the elimination of 

the unit rule. 

Some other things happened at that convention 

that 1•m not proud of -- and that you •re not proud of. 

But we can lose the future by assigning blame 

for the past. 

I want toppress forward with the fight to open 

up our party. 

Our party belongs to no one -- because it belongs 

to evetypne. 

Politics is too important to be left to the politicians. 
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In a troubled time we know there wi II be change. 

The only question is: Wi II it be peaceable and constructive 

change, or violent and destructive. 

It is the function of our party to provide a peaceful 

channel for change. 

Only thus can we greatly serve our nation. 

I call upon the Democratic Party tonight . . . and 

in the years ahead ... to rejuvenate itself . . . to stay alive 

and responsive ... to avoid political arteriosclerosis ... and 

to renew itself year by year, day by day, in the struggle to 

bui td a better America. 

This has been our historic mission. 

Let it be our cause tonight. 

I want to lead that fight. 

And I want to lead this nation. 
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Exactly eleven weeks from Monday one man wi II 

stand alone on the steps of the Capitol in Washington and 

take the solemn oath as President of the United States. 

That man will chart a course for us all in the 

next four years. 

He wi II have the power to change the world -­

in a nuclear age. 

Wi II you trust President Nixon with that power? 

... or President Wallace? ... or even, if fate decrees, 

President ~gnew? .•• President LeMay? 

Or wi II you trust President Humphrey . . . and. 

if fate decrees, President Muskie? 

I have plans and I have dreams for this country. 

Let me tell you what kind of a President I will 

be if the people give me that chance. 
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Fi rst, I wi II l1j my every word and deed try to 

earn and deserve the people's trust. 

I wi II tell the people the hard truths about our 

world. 

I will open the White House doors and listen to 

the people. 

Second, I will do everything within my power to 

heal the woodds and end the divisions among our people ..• 

between young and old . . • black and white . . . rich and poor. 

I want to appeal to the best in our people, not 

the worst • . . I want to ignite our hopes, not our fears and 

hates. 

I want to lift up our people, not put them down. 

And I will do it if you give me a chance. 
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Our President has taken the first long step 

toward ending the cruel war in Vietnam. He has acted 

wisely. He has acted firmly. 

Tonight we pray together for his success. 

On January 20, I will carry on, with my ow Administration, 

and I will secure the peace in Southeast Asia. 

Fourth, I wi II labor night and day to end the 

insane nuclear arms race. 

Mr. Nixon says he favors building an ever­

escalating nuclear weaponry and increasing the influence of 

the military over our foreign policy and our national life. 

I disagree completely -- and so do the American 

people. 

I worked with President Kennedy to get the 

U mited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty -- which Mr. Nixon once 

called 11Catastrophic nonsense." 
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I urged the Senate to ratify immediately the 

treaty to stop the spread of nuclear weapons --- but 

Mr. Nixon stood silent. 

When I am President, I wi II press for the 

ratifidation of that treaty. I will continue to keep America -­

as it is today -- the strongest nation on earth. But I will 

also explore every way to halt the suicidal nuclear arms 

race before the nuclear arms race halts mankind. 

Fifth, and finally, I wi II press forward the great 

work of building a better soch •. 

Mr. Agnew says if you've seen one slum you've 

seen them all. 

I say if you•ve seen one slum you•ve seen 

too many. 

And if you've seen one Nixon you've seen them all. 
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I want to move, not stand still, in health and 

education • . . iecial Security ... and continued economic 

prosperity. 

I say to you tonight: If you let the Nixon 

Republicans get back into the White House, it is absolutely 

certain that you wi11 have increased unemployment. They 

have said so. They have said, as a matter of policy, that 

they wi II deliberately throw men out of work. 

I warn you: A Republican recession would divide 

our people even more deeply. When jobs are scarce, men 

fight over them. But when men work together, they learn 

to live together. 

And that's what they will do when I am your 

President. 
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I want an America ---

--- where every man can live in peace; 

--- where every man can hold up his head; 

--- where we have order and liberty, too; 

--- where every voice is heard. 

I want an America at peace; 

--- an America that our young people will be 

proud to call their own; 

---an America where the people trust their 

President ... and where he puts his trust in them. 

I want a world where the mushroom cloud is 

lifted from over mankind. 

And, with your help, we'll have it. 

Four nights from tonight, the polls wi II be 

closing across the nation. 
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To you here tonight of the Democratic Party, 

I say: Help us, help Ed Muskie and me, win this election. 

And to all my countrymen everywhere, I say: 

Vote on Tuesday. 

In our democracy, voting is a privilege. This 

year it is a *>lemn duty. 

There are powerful forces at work within our 

society this year, some bad, some good. You alone can 

ensure the triumph of the good. The choice you make next 

Tuesday will set the course for America in the last third 

. of the 20th Century. 

That choice is up to you. 

I 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




