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REMARKS
THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE ON CIVIL RIGHTS
WASHINGTON, D.C.

JANUARY 28, 1969

z We speak tonight of the past twenty years -- two incredible

decades in American life. But how arbitrary --and how

artificial -- this delineation of time really is. ¥ > %‘ﬂ‘o

America is one continuous struggle -- a struggle to eradicate

A The whole modern movement for human rights in

the one huge wrong of racial prejudice and injustice which

— —————

has tormented this republic since its birth.
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/\ Each generation of Americans has been part of the

struggle -- and our debt to those who preceded us must never

B 7 A

be forgotten, even as we honor those most recently on the

—

front lines.,

4 We think, for example, of the heroic work of the

NAACP and the Urban League during the early decades of this

#_-F'—‘

( century ... a period when Ame rica was sacrificing the humanity

-

— e S

of its Negro citizens thro.iu‘gh the terrible injustices of
#—. S —— s
Jim Crowism.
:._":—-—Dmsm
Z. W.E.B, DuBois, E. Kinckle Jones, James Weldon Johnson,
‘ —

—

Lester B. Granger, Walter White and countless others never
——— S

faltered in their efforts to make our Constitution and our laws

the guardian of every American? not the vehicles for the

——— g
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subjugation of a minorityéThey never wavered in their
commitment to build a free and open society with every person

w —
a full and equal partner in our democratic covenant.

AWe think of A. Philip Randolph and his audacious

plan to lead one hundred thousand Negroes to Washington

in 194 .LWhen President Roosevelt issued Executive Order

———

8802 banning racial discrimination in defense plants,

Mr. Randolph postponed the march -- until a new crisis

loomed in 1963. L{\nd then he brought 250 thousand Americans
————— — _—

to Washington in one of the truly historic demonstrations

of a free people petitioning their government for the redress
———— - ¢ '

of grievances. 2 a

‘10‘} So many persons sacrificed so much to make
S ———

possible the great achievement of the past twenty years -
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We have turned this country around from a time when
pe———

law and government supported segregation and discrimination

— A

to a time when law and government oppose segregation and
== -

dis_criminationa

Z\ The great victory was won in I964.( You know all about ity
L

Most of you were there -- for eighty-three days ard eighty-three

nights. Indeed, victory would have been impossible without you.
———F

_— ]

4 You carried the essential message the country had to

o
hearg just as tle Union could not endure half slave and

-/ =

half free in the I860's) America could not survive in the

mid-Twentieth Century with two unequal charters of citizenship. o

~ —— e —

Qn the courts and in the Congress we hammered out

“

a body of law that is truly color-blind --- one that truly redeems

e

the promises of equal justice on which our democracy rests.

-
g

M
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g“j/' Today we see a certain irony in all of this. The

b —d
very greatness of these legislative and judicial victories

gl

helped create the disillusionment and frustration which

{

now grip significant portions of the American people -- both

black and white.

-
4 The struggle in Congress and the Courts had been

so difficult -- the expenditure of energy had been so

——

prodigious --that many persons exaggerated the impact
m—

which these laws --or any laws -- could have on the daily

Lo Y
—

lives of our Negro citizens.]\Many Americans of both races

considered the civil rights struggle over. .[Many Americans --

L s

black and white -- are today outraged to discover that we

—— —
Ty

have only begun.

e

,ﬂ
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A We find ourselves in a crossfire between rising
==

black anger over the slowness of achieving equality in fact,

#
——

as distinct from equality in law, and white fear of these
/ —— 5

black aspirations. 4

LJ he moment of truth for the Leadership Conference

—W
on Civil _Rightsr not to mention the United States of America,
is at hand

£_As in all great social and political upheavals, we have

N /

entered the dangerous second phase where our early

victories fade into insignificance when compared to the

ﬂ_

enormity of the tasks which remains. ,

LMany of our original goals are under serious challenge.

/-\Certain of our methods, such as non-violent direct action, are

T

rejected by some as out-of -date and irrelevant.

el timeal
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Z In these circumstances one danger looms above

all others: the dwr of a failure ofwe to syustaip the

march toward an integrated society through the processes
= A

of democracyg
ATO lose our nerve now -- to abandon our faith in what
so many of our brothers and sisters gave even their lives

to achieve -- would irretrievably sacrifice the hard-won

victories of the past in our failure to make real the promise
S

of tomorrow.

e

/_ This failure of nerve could occur in many ways and

it could come in many guises.g

4 It could appear as a protracted pause in the urgent
L ————

-
business of achieving real equality in housing, employment,
’5_ i

education, health care and vital public services.
— e — el
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AJhe most remarkable aspect of the history of the
Negro in America has been his seemingly inexhaustible
NEgro 1n Ameri

reservoir of patience ang_mcijmae) buttressed by an

indomitable faith in the eventual justice of our democratic

enterprisegd_But we must today frankly recognize that

for more and more Negro Americans this reservoir is Q !
runnmg dry. - 6%—(

es, to recall what | said on the occasion of the

White House Conference on Civil Rights) twenty million

—

Americans will no longer be pacified by slogans or tokens.g

— Sesm
T

A They will not be satisfied -- they shall not be moved -- nor
e e

—

should they. |"Freedo w'' is not a catchword for a minorit
y ‘___ELN.Q y

of AmericansAlt is @ moral imperative for all Americans.
iR m——"

/
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éThlS failure of of nerve could also come in the guise

of black or white separatism --the belief that America can
T — =

somehow survive as a collection of racial er s, each
e P

jealously set apart and restricted to persons of a particular

e, S Sy

color, race, religion, or cultural background
/

— T

runs totally
-

against the unique heritage of America -- a heritage which
~ =

we cannot deny even if we also admit our severe shortcomings

making "E Pluribus Unum' a living reality.

4‘@9 appeals for black or white separatism

is not to deny the fully legitimate aspirations of Negro Americans

for meaningful economic and political power -- for these goals

are essential in achieving true equality of life,,
N
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( Nor do we question for a moment the magnificent

sense of racial dignity and pride which is today such a
- L d ke

vital part of the Negro consciousngss in America.

AIn deed,, self-respect is an essentigl precondition
Bleotea Basddal) -

to any democratic system,/Without self -respect you cannot
— e

truly respect others. And respect for people -- that

recognition of a sacred measure of humanity in every person,
—— maane L

whatever his origins or position in life -- is the bed rock

g
upon which the entire democratic structure must necessarily
—_—
rest.
g%

W/There is a further lesson for all of us in this: self-respect

and self-pride cannot be realized through hatred or intolerance
P A [

of others.

-
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4 For generations we have seen bigotry despoil the

bigot far more than the person who is the object of his

i

hatred&e can never forget the faces of thi mothers

screaming insults at the Negro schoolchildren i m—————== . . .
and we will always remember the proud dignity and self-assurance
of these children as they walked quietly to their classrooms.
LTo put it bluntly: | find the epithets "nigger' and
—

—— = SO

honky e_cLu_ally offensive -- and | know that any person,

white or black, who thinks racial hatred is the path to
—— F) ————

salvation -- individually or collectively --is tragically, even

————

pitifully, misguided.

A Fira le, our failure of nerve could appear in the
guise of a strategy geared to the conditions of the past rather
———

than the challenges of the future.
e

g —
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LWhat served our purposes suc_:cisgf_ully in outlawing
the shame of segregated lunch counters, or overcoming the
recalcitrance of prejudiced voting registrars, is not likely
to carry forward the Negro's drive for economic and political
identity.

Z\We must encourage -- and.ﬂect --a wide Wy

of effort in our search for answers to the vastly more

complicated problems of education, employment, housing,

— Ty

and the governing of our communities with senSltmty and /
justice. - D %«uﬂ &Pmo‘ff 11_14-‘7 w""‘]
‘—L-Men of good will are likely to disagree passionately M

about what should be doneLWhat succeeds in one community

may not in angt;r;er.LNo single individual or group is likely

to be the source of all wisdom in grappling with these

tenacious, century-old problems.
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The basic point, however, is this these various efforts
)V ey

can now go forward within a framework of legal equality --
e

with government the ally rather than the opponent of justice,

MRS T E T R TR

&re we now prepared to use this framework of law --
=

or are we sufficiently misguided to cast out and destroy what

s m—

generations of Americans have labored so courageously to build? |,

A We must, however, understand clearly what is now
L —— e p—.
required if the legacy of the last twenty years is to be used

wisely and well. I
——— ¢

LFoIIowing the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King}ymany M
persons were quick to say that pillage, arson and violence U"’r

—

¢
dishonored the man who died -- and that was true. [ndeed, it ﬂ

was so obvious that it scarcely needed to be said.
Dr. King was an apostle of non _—vio_l_e__nce,[‘But that is

only half the equation.}\l—le was an apostle of racial justice

Wi, 00 e g
st
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by non-violent direct action.l Many white Americans, | am
Lo e, ©
afraid, looked upon Dr. King primarily as a restrainer of

s Tl

Negroes, someone to cool it, instead of a dedicated fighter
h— -

—/
for racial justice. They praised his methods but forgot
ﬂg"“""‘"""—" e
about his goals.
| u——
[., America will survive the next few years only if both

I .

sides of the equation are kept firmly in mind.,
a—— e

LWe must fight hard for justice. We must demand
—

e —

the public and private resources necessary for true equality

of life/ But we must do so without giving way to hate, without
—,

breaking the bonds of community, without destroying those
S ” T

whom we must Oppose. gy

———

And to the extent we push forward now, with visible

progress in rebuilding our neighborhoods, rescuing our
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schools, providing gainful employment and a decent place
to live for every American -- to the extent we make justice
a reality in peoples' lives as well as a legal fact -- we will
silence and defeat those who appeal only to hate, bigotry
and violence.

We need not --and must not -- underestimate the
tremendous resources which this nation can bring to the
unfinished agenda of human rights.

Think how far we have come. Think of the sacrifices
which have been made to carry us this far. And think of
the human progress which can and will be made if we can
only summon the courage, the vision, the commitment, and
the faith to persevere in these difficult times.

A | look at the people in this room and | have no doubt --

B e

no doubt at all -- about the future of America.

h—-’--—-—a—-.-m-‘-.‘. I et . .-..-'i"‘;-;.\
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| read a letter from a man in Indianapolis and | have
no doubt- about the future of America. Let me share several
sentences with you: "I am a Negro. | am 78 years old. | am
a retired letter carrier -- retired 20 years. Things have changed
for the Negro in the Post Office here. You have made things
better for my son-in-law who is now a supervisor in the
Post Office here. Fair play."

Fair play -- two words which sum up everything.

W —

Everything about America an d everything we have been trying

to do for twenty years ... yes, for even two hundred years.

L\We have traveled so far and we have so far to go.,
— —
4 We will, at times, grow weary ... for we are human,
nothing more. But, then, evenings such as this refresh our
spirit ... strengthen our faith ... embolden us to attack the future

with the same heart and soul that brought us victory in the past.
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Let that be the message which goes forth from this
place tonight.
Let that be the pledge which unites us in freedom's
cause for the next twenty ... yes, even the next two hundred ...

years.



Edited Transcript of Speech by
Hubert H. Humphrey
To Leadership Conference on Civil Rights
Sheraton Park Hotel, Washington, D.C.
January 28, 1969

This is a night of common joy for us and I say for all of
us . . . for Muriel and myself and for everybody in this room. Quite
frankly, I feel like this is our family. I feel like .you are my folks
because I'm one of your folks.

How wonderful it is tonight to listen to these wonderful
presentatioﬁs; each and everyone of them. Rabbi Hurst, we will
- always remember .this very beautiful memorial tonight.

It was more than a statement. It was words of soul,
a work of art. |

Everybody, with few exceptions, keeps wondering what
is going to happen to our country. And everybody has a few caustic
words today about our young people. Well, I just want to point out
that for every bad one, there are a thousand good ones. So only con-
centrate on those.

As you know this group is called the District of Columbia
Youth Corps. I hope we hear and see a great deal of them in this city.

I wish the people in this city would start to brag about it
a little bit. It's a beautiful city. And I want everyone in this room to

take a vow with me to help this good Mayor who was here tonight,
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Mayor Washington. He needs it; he needs above all, your faith and
your confidence.

In fact, I just talked with him about continuing. We had
quite a talk. We are good friends. We are going to be working
together on a number of things because our work had just barely
gotten underway.

Well, I have a lot of things to say. You know I went
around this country telling people that I was a refugee from class-
rooms. I used tojoke with the students at the colleges where I
would speak. And sometimes, of course, we didn't have all jokes.
But there was quite'a confrontation. And then I would see the
President of the University, if he was there -- or if they would let
him out of the room -- and I'd say: "Now, Mr. President, I want you
to know that my teaching credentials are in good order. I only mention
these things because elective public office is such a precarious
existence;” and then I'd laugh. It was a way of getting acquainted
with the audience. I must say that I was the most persuasive speaker
that ever traveled a college campus. I just talked myself out of a job.
I do have a way, it seems, of getting around to a particular assignment

at the wrong time.
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I remember when I came to Washington. At the time
we said we would repeal the Taft-Hartley Law. And that, if you
said it, made you lock like a socialist. If you said you were for
civil rights, there weren't very many people who agreed with you.

We've had some rather rough years recently. When
I left the college campus, it was an isle of reflection. Of course
you didn't get paid much, but it was a pleasant place to work and
to live. Now you get paid a little more if you can last. And you
go back and you are again into the politics of confrontation.

Well, I'm well schooled. I might say, maybe I'm the
right manv for tﬁe'right job, at the right school, at the right time.

But I wouldn't want to deceive any of you. I wouldn't
want you to think that I'm going to be too professorial and quit being -
political. Not one bit.

I've been telling this story about a preacher, a member
of the Cioth who had this little boy whom he thought knew all the
proper theology. He thought he would show this little boy off and
he said to himn, "Now, who made you?" The little boy said, "I don't
know, I ain't done yet." People are always asking me, "Well, what |
are you going t;) do?" All I can say is, "I ain't done yet."

You know I recall one time, I think it was in New York,
at an NAACP Convention I was introduced by Roy Wilkins. ‘He gave

me an introduction almost as good as the one Clarence gave me tonight.
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And in the same spirit of good religion and faith, he said to this
audience, "I would like to present to you, Hubert Humphrey, John
the Baptist of the Civil Rights Movement. " Then I thought of what
happened to John the Baptist. I just have a hard time getting a
compliment. Well, we all have to make our sacrifices.

Tonight I just want to take a little of your time. I
look across an audience tonight which, if it will stick together,
can do everything.

There is tremendous power here. I wouldn't want
this leadership conference to be looked upon as a sort of namby -
pamby, milk-toast outfit. This is a strong and militant group. We
need to maintain th:at sense of vitality and vigor and militantcy for
good purpose. ‘

We ought never to leave the field of honorable pursuit
to those who do not honorably pursue those objectives. And never
should we do it.

There are people in this audience tonight who have put
a life time of sacrifice and effort and dedication into this cause that we
call civil rights. And you're not tired. |

There are some who think that the only way that you can
really be effective is if you are hrand new. I want to say that you can
be very effective by having been tried and tested, in good times and

bad.
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It's the unknown, the unheralded, and sometimes the
silent worker in civil rights and human rights, who really makes
the difference. Everybody can't be out front. And the only time
that a man out front is any good at all is when there are good people
behind him.

Leaders are spokesmen for the conscience of not only one
man, but of a group, of a movement. Genuine leadership requires
multitudes of followers. From that following, one gains strength
and inspiration.

I have done little in the field of civil rights that didn't
come fro'm an inSpiration from someone else. First, my family;
then many of you.

-I've had many people say to me, "Well, when did you
get all involved in this, Mr. Humphrey? Where did you go to scﬁool
that they give you this feeling about it? Who was it that did it? What
was it ?__ Was there a dramatic moment?" And I guess there was -- I
wasborn. |

To strip it all down, to get rid of all the legalisms and
all the slogans and everything else, all that we are talking about is
people. That's what we mean when we talk about integration. It's
separatism that makes you look funny and odd. Integration is just

another way of saying a neighborhood, a community, a family, a humanity.
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I know that there was never any other way to be, but this way. My
parents taught me this way .

I ought to be awfully careful about this because I am
going to go back to teaching, but sometimes people become so
involved with minutiae and detail, that they forget the whole purpose
of life. It is possible even to get over educated. And it is possible
to get confused by minutiae and detail.

We are one human family. That was the message of
Rabbi Hurst tonight. That will be the message of the invocation, the
convocation, the benediction -- one people of brotherhood. I know
these words donft seem very modern now, but let me tell you they
are fundamental. They may not have the latest twist or the language
of the sophisticatéd or the ghetto, but are still the basic truths.

I'm going back to teach and when I teach American
Government, I'm going to teach it like it is now. That will be
interesting.

I think we know that in our American govemlﬁent and in
our whole purpose as a nation there is the oneness of our people.
Yet, it is the splendid diversity that brings out the beauty.

I hear people say that black is beautiful. I agree. Sometimes
white is beautiful , too; All kinds of people have a beauty.A But this

oneness of humanity -- that is what this nation is trying to demonstrate.
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I had a wonderful visit the other night in Norway sitting
up with some young journalists. I was telling them about this country.
All they ever hear about is divisiveness. I talked with them about
the restlessness of the American people. I said that I would rather
be restless, even experience some of the excesses of violence, than
to be indifferent. That's the worst evil of all, to be apathetic.

I reminded them that we have every kind of people in
our country, every kind known of God's creation. In Norway, 96
of the people are Norwegian, and they have a little trouble getting
along once in a wthile.

We are trying to do something that nobody else in all
of creation has ever done -- to preserve individual identity, and yet
to build communities. To be able to preserve and, indeed, even to
accentuate at times, the diversity of our people and yet to find common
cause.
- This is the hardest task of all . It is the test of a
democracy, of human spirit. It is also a spiritual undertaking. God
did create man in his own image. That is what I believe.

I used to tell my youngsters that the only reason there
ought to be government by the consent of the governed is because it
is the only justification for democracy. It is é moral justification.

Winston Churchill once said, "Democracy is the worst

possible form of government except all others that have ever been tried. "
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We are trying to make this work. That is what we are doing here.
It isn't just civil rights. It is civilization that we are talking about.

We are talking about building a community, a family of
man. How many times have we gone to a museum and seen the
magnificent photographic display called the Family of Man. It is
not difficult to make the Family of Man look interesting in a museum
or an art gallery. But the living Family of Man is what we are really
interested in.

Can we really have a Family? That doesn't mean that
you do not have diversity or even differences. To the contrary, there
are diffe.rences in everything.

Dc;n't look for something new every day. That's one
of the curses of our time. Truth is always new and principle is
always new; particularly in that period of time when so many violate
principle. Idealism is always new, particularly when there are so
many that are willing to be expedient. Courage is always new; fortitude,
perseverance. These are all new qualities, born anew in every
generation. It's just a matter of how we apply them.

We have the legal framework. Yet the laws are but |
the architectts dream of what a home can look like for the American
people. It's the blue-print. It's the structure. We have to put on
that part which makes it 'livable and - usable.

We have the laws. Now we have to have the practice.
We have the statutory and legal structure. Now we need the spirit

and the soul.
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This word soul has a lot of meaning, a lot of meaning.
Maybe that's what we need more than anything else to really be
brothers and sisters. If you are going to be that, you have to be
something more than just flesh and bones. You do have to have soul.
You do have to have spirit.

What is there left to do? Well, let me tell you.
Anybody who thinks that we can pause now has already given up
the ghost. There is no time to pause. If ever you needed to
redouble your effort, it is now. We must see that the laws are
enforced and applied, that the public is educated.

Think of the time that we lost from the Supreme Court
decision in 1954 to the implementation of that decision n 1964.
A decade, 10 years and it will take us 25 years to catch up. But
we have begun to make some progress.

_ Don't tell me that Federal standards don't help. The
poor know they help. The only people that don't think Federal standards
help are those who don't need any Federal standards.

I've always been maivated by that philosophy of
Franklin Roosevelt's, that the purpose and the duty of governmient
is not to see'that those who already have too much, _have more; but
to see that those who have too little, have enough. Another way to
put is that some people really don't need the protection of law because

they stand so mighty and so strong in their own right. Others do need it.
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The measure of a just society is not what it does for
the strong and the mighty and the rich, but what it does for the
needy. That's the difference; that's what it is all about,

So I come here tonight to ask you not to lose your
nerve. Do not let the loudest mouth, the extremist, the violent
one take over. They don't represent the many. They represent
only the few. The strength of the extremist is intensified by
the apathy of those who know what is right and ought to be willing
to make sacrifices to do it.

There are those who say we need to be more efficient.
I'm not against efficiency. I do not want to be misunderstood. But
I have read the good word of the scripture. I have read the
Constitution of the United States and the Declaration of Independence
and the Emancipation Proclamation and I haven't seen the word
efficiency in any of them. I'm willing to add it,to put it on as an
amendment.

I have read a lot about freedom, a good deal about
love, a good deal about justice, a good deal about liberty, a good
deal about life, a good deal about the pursuit of happiness. That's

what makes for a free society -- those great qualities.
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I have never been for apartheid in South Africa
or America. I think that separatism is escapism. It doesn't
take very much courage to be a separatist. I happen to think
it takes courage to build an integrated society.

We live in dangerous times. There will be other
excuses for not doing what we ought to do. Make no mistake
about it. There are always people who can find excuses for not
doing what we ought to.

We are living at a time when we are within reach
of a tr_i.'ilion -dollar economy. I know what a budget means and I
know the diffiéulties it takes to finance a government. But unless
the government leads, and leads firmly and strongly and with
determination, others will not lead or follow.

The lead must come from government if we are to
do anything about the injustices that perplex and prevail in too
many areas of American society today. Government of the
people should reflect the moral purpose of the people. Government
should have as its cause and its purpose justice. That's what
separates the wicked from the decent, the free from those who

are not free.
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I'm not upset by people who cry out today for
self-determination and self-respect. But self-respect and
self-pride can never be realized through hatred and violence.
Bigotry spoils the bigot more than the person who is the
object of his hatred.

I'll never be able to forget the faces of those
mothers screaming insults at Negro school children. The
children were trying to go to school. I wasn't angry. My
heart went out to the children. What a miserable moment
for thaf person who lets hatred consume him. Hatred and
fear destroy you.

I find the epithets "nigger' and "honky' equally
offensive; Any person, white or black, who thinks that
racial hatred is the path to salvation is tragically misguided.

Following the murder of Dr. Martin Luther
King many were quick to say that pillage, arson and violence -
dishonored the man who died. That's true. There are many
ways to kill a person. Sometimes assassination is more humane
than killing a person’s mind, his respect, or hating him or saying
he is not needed, or looking upon him as inferior or shov-

ing him aside. That kills. And it takes longer. It is
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social arsenic, cumulative poisoning. It drains the very
soul and spirit out of a person, leaving millions of people
walking around as if they were dead.

What this movement is all about is recreating
life. There are thousands of people today who feel -- if they
can feel at all -- as if there were no use. They are dead.

Dr. King was an apostle of non-violence, but
that is only half the equation. Roy Wilkins is an apostle of
non-violerce; Whitney Young, everybody here, A lot of our
white brothers think that's fine. They feel you ought to be
like that -- not violent, nice, Well, Dr. King was also a
man of justice.

Many white Americans looked upon him as a
restrainer of Negros, someone to "cool it, " instead of the
dedicated. fighter he was for racial justice. They praised his
methods, but they forgot about his goals.

I'm not going to let you forget about those goals.
We will survive the next few years only if both sides of that
equation are kept firmly in mind. Action, justice, commitment,
yes; not violence. Fight hard for justice. So many are denied it.
So many would deny it to others. We must demand the public
and private resources which are necessary for a true equality of

life,
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I can't see how some people endure the indignity
of living in some of the squalor in America. Modern technology
has taken us by it so fast that we don't see it. At least the rail -
road used to take you through those parts of town. Coming into
town you could see the slums, the ghettos, the filth, the degrada-
tion. Now you land at an airport and the main problem is finding
your car.

Finding our fellow man, understanding him and
being able to communicate with him is the task before us now.
We musf push forward visible progress -- and it must be visible --
not a blueprint. There are enough studies to fill a dozen libraries.
We must build neighborhoods, provide equal employment, a decent
place to li\lre., We must make justice a reality in people's lives
as well as a legal fact. |

It is nat enough to have homes and jobs. It isn't good
enough to give somebody an education. You have to give him respect.
All of these worldly goodare for nought unless there is self-respect
in the heart of every American, black or white, and a feeling that he
is part of this community, that he has something to contribute, that
he has something to say about this country, that he is in on the action,
that he is part of the responsible citizenry of this country. That's what
makes a man out of a person. That's what makes a human being in
this nation; not just a job, important as that is: not just a house,

important-as that is.
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I'm going to continue my work. We really didn't
lose an election. We lost, but we didn't lose what was important.
There was only one candidate in this campaign who dared appeal
to the past. h

America has moved much further than even its
most objective analyists and critics would have you believe. The
man who occupies the White House today is not a racist. The man
who gave him a run for his money is not a racist. The one who
came in third, even apologized occasionally for acting like a
racist. So we have made some progress. Thirty-three million
Americans voted for one man who didn't utter a single insult or
racial word. Thirty-three and a half million voted for another man
who didn’t utter one either.

I'm going to be around here to see if we can't keep
everybody on the job. I grew up with this movement. Twenty
years of Roy Wilkins; twnety years of Hubert Humphrey; you are
something to be able to take both of us. Twenty years of the Civil
Rights Leadership Conference -- twenty years -- just look at what

we have done.
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I'll end with my Winston Churchill story. A
temperance group came to call on him during the height of the
war. They felt he had been drinking too much. One little old
lady was appointed the spokesman. She said "Mr. Prime Minister,
we have been watching you. We have made an estimate of all
the alcoholic beverages you have consumed during this war.
You have consumed enough to half fill this room. What do you
have to say, Mr. Prime Minister?"

He looked at her and then at the ceiling. He said,
"That much, really?" He looked back at her and said "So little
have I done. So much there is yet to do."

Thank you very much.

R



January 29, 1969

MEMO FOR: Ofield
FROM: Susan
RE: Excerpts from Leadership Conference on

Civil Rights prepared text

"... The most remarkable aspect of the history
of the Negro in America has been his seemingly inexhaustible
reservoir of patience and fortitude, buttressed by an indomitable
faith in the eventual justice of our democratic enterprise. But
we must today frankly recognize that for more and more Negro
Americans this reservoir is running dry.

"Twenty million Americans will no longer be
pacified by slogans or tokens. They will not be satisfied --
they shall not be moved -~ nor should they. "Freedom Now"
is not a catchword for a minority of Americans. It is a moral
imperative for all Americans.

... Following the murder of Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr., many persons were quick to say that pillage, arson
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and violence dishonored the man who died -- and that was true.
Indeed, it was so obvious that it scareely needed to be said.

"Dr. King was an apostle of non-violence. But that
is only half the equation. He was an apostle of racial justice
by non-violent direct action. Many white Americans, I am
afraid, looked upon Dr, King primarily as a restrainer of Negroes,
someone to cool it, instead of a dedicated fighter for racial justice.
They praised his methods but forgot about his goals.

"America will survive the next few years only if
both sides of the equation are kept firmly in mind.

"We must fight hard for justice. We must demand the
public and private resources necessary for true equality of life.
But we must do so without giving way to hate, without breaking
the bonds of community, without destroying those whom we must

oppose. ..." \



Humphrey Script - 1
(13 minutes, including music)

(The MC -- after several minutes of banter and informal introduc-
tion of persons in audience -- then moves into following script.)
M.C. (Speaking from left lectern)

M.

HHH

Well, here we are -- all friends of Hubert Humphrey -- so
what needs to be said about him that we don't already know?
For the next few minutes we'll just help one another remem-
ber why we love him so. And our memories don't have to be
taxed very hard either. Less than two weeks ago, he Spdke
these very formal words -- formal words, but they cannot con-
ceal a lifetime of heart and spirit in pursuit of social
Jjustice:

(Speaking from right lectern)

"Under the provisions...of the Constitution...the Chair an- .,
nounces that 51 Senators having voted yea and 47 having

voted nay, cloture has been invokeﬁ...and debate will pro-
ceed under the limitation provisions of rule 22..."

Yes, that was Hubert Humphrey on January 16, 1969, in his
historic ruling as Vice President.

Another dream realized, even if only partially....an impor-
tant precedent was being established.h An&‘%or 20 years

there had been other hopes...other commitments...other struggles
...other dreams...and Hubert Humphrey articulated them for
all of us.

(HALL LIGHTS OUT -- light on choral group standing rear
of stage.)



Humphrey Script - 2

CHORUS: Sings first four lines of "Impossible Dream'" -- and
hums under next reading by Hubert Humphrey...

"To dream the impossible dream,
To fight the unbeatable foe,
To bear with unbearable sorrow,
To run where the brave dare not go."
(Humming continues....)
(Lights on right lectern:)

HHH. "In the beginning there is a dream; and in the dream, there
is the hope...A dream yes -- a hope, yes -- because America
is both a dream and a hope for ourselves and for others...
"I have a feeling that if we join together in common cause,
there is no force on earth that can prevent this nation of
ours from being judged by history and historians as a great
nation, inhabited by a great people, who believe in doing

what some people call the impossible...’

CHORUS: Sings entire first stanza and verse of "Impossible Dream..."
(Lights out on lectern -- until song is over)

HHH. (To be read as a speech -- but not too loud...)

"There are those who say to you: We are rushing this issue

of civil rights. I say we are a hundred and seventy-two
years late...There are those who say: This issue of civil
rights is an infringement on States Rights...(Pause) The
time has arrived for the Democratic Party to get out of the
shadow of States rights and walk forthrightly into the bright
sunshine of human rights...(pause)
"I know that we can -- and I know that we shall -- begin

here the fuller and richer realization of that hope, that

promise of a land where all men are free and equal..."



M.C.

HHH,

HHH.,

M.C.

Humphrey Script - 3

(Lights on left lectern -- both lecterns remain lighted)
That was 1948.... Twenty years later, 1968, Hubert Humphrey
looked back on that day.
"We won that fight.... But more importantly, we passed
eventually those very laws that we asked for and others
far beyond them... Yet, I speak of this today more in
.Jhumility than pride. TFor even now, another 20 years later,
words spoken at that convention in 1948 are still true.
People, human beings. This is the issue of the 20th
century."
Like Hubert Humphrey, the Leadership Conference refuses to
take comfort in the progress of the last 20 years. The
past must indeed be only prologue to the future. But
these were productive years, rewarding years. Hubert Hum-
phrey and his colleagues, working with the Leadership Con-
ference, introduced measures thaﬁnéeemed impossible of
achievement. Voting rights, fair employment, open housing,
school desegregation, protection of civil rights workers,
public accomodations. Thefe were difficult days and diffi-
cult decisions to make.
"...In Congress, we can only vote two ways: aye oI nay. £
we could vote 'maybe' it would be much easier..."
But the Leadership Conference and Hubert Humphrey made the
difficult decisions -- and they never stopped fighting for
more.... The great breakthrough came in 1957. And there

were victories in 1960 and 1965 and 1968. But, above all,



Humphrey Script - 4

there was 1964. June 10,1964, to be exact. The day closure
was finally voted in the Senate -- and a major civil rights
act was on its way to the statute books. And Hubert Humphrey
had been its chief navigator....

HHH. "We had strong support...from the Leadership Conference,
which mobilized a broad range of civil rights groups, labor
groups, liberals, religious people, business leaders, and
others. TFor me, personally, it was the culmination of the
full year's fight for the bill, of fifteen years-of battle
for civil rights in the Senate, and a lifetime of politics
in which equal opportunity had been the objective above all
others,"

=2 Qe L EHE Ay

M.C. Hubert Humphrey fought hard for civil rights laws...but he

warned us...

HHH. "...laws and court decisions can only point the way. They
can establish criteria of right and wrong. But they cannot
wipe away centuries of oppression and injustice -- however
much we might desire it."

M.C. He told it "like it is" -- and told off any who stood in the

way...

HHH. '"The problem now is to see that the laws are properly enforced
... That won't be easy...there are some black leaders who

place little emphasis on open occupancy, because they don't
want Negroes to move out of the ghetto to suburbs and white
sections of town... I answer: nobody should tell an indi-
vidual where he cannot live -- whether yhifg real estate

agents, white suburbanites -- or black power leaders."
— —
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M.C. He challenged all America to make a choice:

HHH. "The choice is simply this: Shall we, as a nation, move
forward toward one society of opportunity and justice, or
shall we abandon this commitment out of fear and prejudice
and move instead toward a fractured and separated society

-- black against white; rich against poor; comfortable

against left-out?....(pause)

"Some who were once supporters of the movement for equal
rights and social opportunity now disdainfully write it
off. Some Americans of all races, creeds and colors, look
upon that movement as finished...maybe even as a failure...
they are dead wrong..."

M.C. And he has warned those who would call halt...

HHH. "Too many Americans say it's time to pause...when in fact
it's just the time to move into action. The real test is
not how many laws we have passed or how many programs we
have begun, but how many people have been helped -- and
how many still need help...

"Twenty million Americans will no longer be pacified by slo-
gans or tokens. They will not be satisfied -- they shall
not be moved -- nor should they. For 'Freedom Now' is not

a catchword for a minority of Americans. It is a moral im-
perative for all Americans."
M.C. That moral imperative has indeed moved many Americans these

20 years. And there were those who paid the supreme sacrifice

along the way... victims of racism and extremism and violence...

Medger Evers, Michael Schwerner, John Kennedy, Emmett Till,
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7

Andrew Goodman, Viola Liuzzo,wmeney, Vernon Dahmer,

Robert Kennedy --- and the greatest dreamer of them all ---

(CHORUS: Starts humming softly ''We Shall Overcome'" --
under:)

HHH. "I have been with the President and the Cabinet this morn-
ing... Last night, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., died a
martyr's death... his death snatched from American life
something rare and precious, the living reminder that one
man can make a difference -- that one man, by the force
of his character, the depth of his convictions, and the
eloquence of his voice -- can alter the course of history...
"Dr. King touched the hearts of all people when he cried
out that he had a dream, that his four little children
would one day live in a nation where they would not be
judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of
their character...

"Martin Luther King was voicing more than his personal dream.
That dream he talked about is my dream... and I know it is
your dream. Indeed, it is America's dream..."

(Chorus ends humming.)

M.C. Yes, in the beginning there was a dream. And Hubert Humphrey
continues to dream...
HHH. "I see, in the America of tomorrow, the true spiritual and
cultural capital of the world. It will be heir to man's

loftiest hopes and achievements. It will be a land of
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many races and religions, of peoples cosmopolitan and under-
standing of each other -~ yet each cherishing their unique
traditions...

"This nation, I believe, can finally reach across the thres-
hold of what no previous society has ever dared dream or
achieve, the building of a social order of both freedom
and compassion of both enterprise and peace..."

M.C. Langston Hughes has dreamed that dream... and Hubert Humphrey
has often recalled the words....
HHH. '"Oh, let America be America again,
The land that never has been yet,
and yet must be....
The land where every man is free."

(Lectern lights off.)

CHORUS: Sings American Image
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To dream the 1mp0551ble dream

To fight the unbeatable foe,

To bear with ungearable sorrow

To run where the brave dare not go.

To reach the unreachable star.

This is my quest, to follow that star,

No matter how hopeless, no matier how far,

To fight for the right without question or pause

To be willing to march into hell for a heavenly causel

And I know, if madx I'1ll only be true to this glorious quest,
That my yeart will be peaceful and calm, when I'm laid to my rest
And the world will be better for this,

That one man, scorned and covered with scars,

Still strove, with his last ounce of courage,

To reach the unreachable stars

ngh towerlng mountalns,
Fields gold with grain,
Rich, fertile farmlands,
Flocks on the plain,
Homes blest with peace, with love, without fears,
This is the heritage we've kept through the years.

Stout hearts and true,

Hold fast what is ours; ,
God give us courage through darkest hours, |
God give us strength

And guide with thy hand ;

America, Our heritage, Our home land

Wide rolling prairies, lakes, deep and, broad,
Canyons majestic fashioned by God,;

Life lived in peace, contented and free;

This is the heritage, forever to be.

Stout hearts and true, hold fast what is ours,
God give us courage through darkest hours, SR IR
God give us strength and guide with Thy, Hand

America, Our heritage, Our home land..

.' i



The 196l Civil Rights Fight

1. You may talk about the men from the East and the West,
In the Battle for Civil Rights;
But none fought the battle like Hubert fought,

For 83 days and nights...

Hubert fought the battle for civil rights,
83 days -=- 83 nights;
Hubert fought the battle for civil rights,

And the walls came tumblin' downe..

2. The big, big men from the deep, deep South,
Thought the civil rights bill would fall,
And they talked, talked, talked £ill they sagged at the mouth,

But Hubert out-maneuvered them all...

Hubert fought the battle for civil rights,
83 days -- 83 nights
Hubert fought the battle for civil rights,

And the walls came tumblin' doWnee.e
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t’u‘e speak tenight ef the past twenty years--twe incredible

A

hew
decades in American life, DBut hew arbitrary--and/artifical--this

delineatien of time really is, —

The whele medern mevement fer human rights in America is

te eradicate the ene huge wreng

ene centinueus struggle--a struggle AW
ef racial prejudice and injustice which has termented tﬁis

Sy i s

republic since its birth,

LE;ch generatien eof Americans has been part ef the struggle--
and eur debt te these whe preceded us XfgZgims must never be
fergetten, even as we hener these mest recently en the frent lines,

We think, fer example, ef the hereic werk ef the NAACP and
the Urban League during the early decades eof this century. . . a
peried when America was sacrificing the humanity ef its Negre
citizens through the terrible injustices ef Jim Crewism,

W.E.B. DuBeis, E, Kinckle Jenes, James Welden Jehnsen,

Lester B, Uranger, Walter White and ceuntless ethers cwsmisdwas

T T el
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never faltered in their efferts te make our Censtitutien and eur
laws the guardian ef every American, net the vehicles fer the

subjugatien ef a minerity. They never wavered in their 1813w b8 8010
with

commitment te build a free and epen seciety MuErmxmxmrxyex/every

*wx

and equal

44 Bl )-'Il.-l’

persen ¥suXxxie a full

partner
in eur demecratic cevenant,

We think ef A. Philip Randelph and his audacieus plan te
lead 100,000 Negeres te Wasiingten in 1941, When President Roesevelt
jssued executive erder 8802 banning racial discriminatien in defense
plants, Mr. Randelph pestpened the march--until xRt IEdx a2 new
crisis leemed in 1963, And then he breught 250,000 Americans te
Washingten in ene eof the mxmmk truly histeric Eeonosec anoamfx
demenstratiens
expxexximnx of a free peeple petitiening their government fer the
redress ef grievances,

Se many persens sacrificed se much te kxompcknmexiEmx make
great achievement ef the

pessible the rxwprexwxmixkie past twenty yearsf .oooogx We have

turned this country around frem a time when law and gevernment

supperted segregatien and discriminatien te a time when law and
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gevermment eppese segregatien and discriminatien,

The great victery was won in 196L, You knew all abeut it.

Mest of you were there--fer eighty-three days and eighty-three

7 memw

nights, Indeed, victery woeuld have been impessible witheut

S

you,

g
a»&qf'ﬂd
au

Gn 1o

Hertr a Lok,
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Jln

Tou carried the essential message the country had te hear:
g; Just as the Unien could net endure half slave and half free
in the 1860's, America ceuld net survive in the mid-Twentieth

Century with twe unequal charters ef citizenship,

Cornty avd 1

Teday we see a certain ireny in all ef this, The very
Lo S
greatness of these legislatdiAvictoriea helped create the

disillunsienment and frustratien which EXIpOoneiExx new grip

significant pertiens ef the American peeple--beth black and white,
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The struggle in Congresq‘had been xxgEd se difficult--the

expendi

[t 2ol

ture ef energy had been se predigious--

- - - - - ~arB o el

ps~-=that

yexkEyEEEx ke many persens exaggerated the impact which
these laws--~or any laws--ceuld have en the daily lives ef our
Negre citizens, Many Americans ef beth races censidered the
civil rights struggle ever. Many Americans--black and white--
are teday outraged te discever that we have enly begun,

We find ourselves in a cressfire between rising black anger
over the slewness ef achieving equality in fact, as distinct
frem equality in law, and white fear ef these black aspiratiens,

The mement of truth fer the Leadership Cenference en Civil
Rights, net te mentien the United “tates ef America, is at hand,
As in all great secial and pelitical upheavals, we have

entered the dangereus secend phase where our sarly victeries

fade inte insignificance when cempared te the enermity ef the

tasid wnich remains,
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Many ef eur eriginal geals are under serieus challenge,
Certain ef our metheds, such as nen-vielent direct actien, are
rejected by seme as eut-ef-date and irrelevant.

In these circumstances one danger leems Ixm abeve all ethers:
the danger of a failure eof nerve te sustain the march toward
an integrated seciety threugh the precesses of demecracy,

Te lose our nerve new--te abanden eur faith in what se many
of eur brothers and sisters gave even their lives te achieve--
would irretrievably sacrifice the hard-wen victeries ef the
past in eur failure te make real the premise of temerrew,

This failure of nerve ceuld eccur in many wlysand it
could ceme in many guises,

It ceuld appear as a pretracted pause in the urgent
business of achieving real equality in heucsing, empleyment,
education, health care and vital public services,

The mest remarkable aspect ef the histery ef the Negre in

L]

kmerica has been iha seemingly inexhaustible reserveir ef
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and
patienco/\fortitude, suxtwiommdy buttressed by an indeminable faith
in the eventual justice eof our demecratic enterprise. But we
must teday frankly recegnize that fer mere and mere Negre Americans
this reserv% is running dry.

Yes, te recall what T said on the eoccasien ef the Waite House
Conference on “ivil Rights, twenty millien Americans will ne lenger
be pacified by slegans er xx tekens, [‘hey will net be satisfied--
they shall net be meved--ner should they, "Freedom New" is net
a catchwerd fer a minerity ef Z“mericans, It is a meral imperative
for all Americans,

This failure mx ef nerve ceuld alse ceme in the guise
ef black er white separatism--the beliefg that America can semehew

survive as a cellectien of racial enclaves, each jealeusly set

apart and restricted te persens ef a particular celer, race, religien, er
cultural background,
This pelicy may serve the purpeses of some secieties--altheugh I

serieusly deubt it--but I knew it runs tetally against
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the unique heritage of America--a heritage which we cannet deny

even if we alse admit our severe shortcemings in making "E Pluribus

Umum" a living reality,

Te reject the appeals fer black or white separatism is net

te deny the fully legitimate aspiratiens ef Negre Americans fer

meaningful ecenemis and pelitical pewer--for these geals are

essential in achieving true equality ef life.,

Jor gmn we questien fer a mement the magnificent sense

ef racial dignity and pride which is teday such 2 vital part

of the Negre censciousness in America,

Indeed, self-respect is an essential precenditien te any

democratic system, Witheut self-respect you cannet truly respect

ethers, 4nd respect fer peeple--that recegnitien ef a sacred

measure of humanity in every person, whatever his origins er pesitien

in life--is the bed reck upen which the entire demecratic siructure

must necessarily rest,

There is a further lessen fer all of us in this: self-respect

and self-pride cannet be realized threugh hatred er intelerance
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ef ethers,
Fer generatiens we have seen bigetry despeil the biget far mere
We never
than the persen whe is the ebject ef his hatred, s can mxmx ferget
the faces of the methers screaming insults at the Negre scheelchildren
in New Urleans , , , and we will always remember the preud dignity
and self-assurance eof these children as they ooomdxikwsm walked quietly
te their classreems,
Te put it bluntly: I find the epithets "nigger" and "henky"
equally effensive--and I kmx knew that any person, white er black,
whe thinks racial hatred is the paxtx path te salvatien--individually
er cellectively--is tragically, even pitifully, misguided,
Finally, eur failure ef nerve could appear in the guise ef
a strategy geared te the conditiens ef the vast rather than the
challenges eof the future,
Vhat served eur purpeses successfully in eutlawing the shame ef
segregated lunch ceunters, er everceming the recalé}rlnce of
prejudic;rvoting registrars, is net likely te carry ferward the

Negre's drive for ecenemic and pelitical identity.



We must enceurage--and expect--a wide diversity eof effert
in eur search fer answers te the vastly mere cemplicated preblems
ef educatien, empleyment, heusing, and the geverning ef our
cemmunities with sensitivity and justice.

len of geed will are likely te disagree passienately abeut =x
what should be dene, What succeeds in ene cemmunity pmm may net
in lnn‘b}mm Ne single individual
er greup is likely te be the source of all wisdem in grappling

with these tenacieus, Emwiporx century-eld preblens,

[ The basic peint, hewever, is this: these varieus efferts
can new ge ferward within a framework ef legal equality--with

gevernment the ally rather than the eppenent ef justice, ! Are
M

we‘preplred te use this framewoerk ef law--er are we sufficiently

misguided toAdastroy what generatiens of J® /‘mericans ¥fm labered

s:%::::::z:z;r:iég;ilé?
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We must, however, understand clearly what is new required
®f if the legacy of the last twenty years is te be used wisely and
well,

Fellewing the murder ef Lr, Martin Luther King, many persens
were muxk quick te say that pillage, arsen and vielence dishenered
the man whe died--and that was true., Indeed, it was se ebvicus that
it scarcely needed te be said.

Dr., King was an apestle eof nen-vielence, But that is mik enly
half the equatien, He was an apestle of racial justice by nen-vielent
direct actien, Many white mericans, I am afraid, leoeked upen
Dr, King primarily as a restrainer of Negrees, semeeone to ceel it,
instead of a dedicated fighter fer racial justice, They praised
his metheds but ferget abeut his geals,

Mmerica will survive the next few years enly if beth sides ef
the equaftien are kept firmly in mind, lE:-must fight hard fer
justico;\'& must demand the public and private mmmmik reseurces

necessary fer true equality ef life. But we must de se witheut
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giving way te hate, witheut breaking the bends ef cemmunity,
witheut destreying these whem we must eppese,

And te the extent we # push ferward new, with visible pregress
in rebuilding eur neighberhceds, rescuing eur scheels, previding
gainful empleyment and a decent place te live fer every Americang--

Ly g pnplin' Lo's
wezwziz te the extent we make justice ﬁ.peality‘tn:tIIEXIf as well as
a legal fact--we will silence and defeat these whe =mmkximx appeal
dextxwyx enly te hate, bigetry and vielence,

We need net--and must net--underestimate the tremendous
which
resources ¥kikk this natien can bring te the unfinished agenda ef
human rights,
Think hew far we have ceme, Think ef the sacrifices which
have been made te carry us this far. And think ef the human pregress
which can and will be made if we mxIyx can enly summen the ceurage,

the visien, the cemmitment, and the faith te persevere in these difficult

times,
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I leek at the peeple in this reem and I have ne deubt--ne
fleubt at all--abeut the future of America,

I read a letter frem a man in Indianapelis and I have ne
deubt about the future of America, Let me share several
sentences with yeu: "I am a Negre, I am 78 years old., I am
a retired letter carrier--retired 20 years, *hings have changed
fer the Negre in the Pest Office here, Yeu have made t ings
better fer my sen-in-law whe is new a superviser in the
Pest ©ffice here, Fair play,"

Fair play--twe werds which sum up everjtiing, Everyti.ing
about America and everyt ing we have been trying te do fer twenty
years ., . . yes, fer even twe hundred years,

We have traveled se far and we have se far te ge,

We will, at times, xmwom grew weary . . , fer we are human,
nething mere, But, then, evenings such as this refresh our
spiritg »mi . ., . strengthen eur faith . . . embelden us te

attack the future with the same heart and seul that breught us

victery in the past,
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Let that be the message which guﬁﬁnﬁh frem this place tenight,
Let that be the pledge which unites us in freedem's cause fer

the next twenty. . . yes, even the next twe hundred. . . years.
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