
he Democrat. In my opinion this expresses most cl~a 

I would also 

discussing the appointments to the Rules and Credent 
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by Ho.bert H. Humphrey 

~he Democratle arty baa been tbio eountry'e greateet 

i tr~ea.t ot a ocial prosreaa. In th wake of the November 

election• t our cballenae i• to ra.lly the Democratic force•, past 

and potential, to revitalise that traditio -- &I an eff ctive "loyal 

oppoaiUonu aow, and 1 the vic:todou party in 1970 aDd 1972. 

of the Democratic Party were not repudiated. Far from it. Th 

ra.matic farge of •uppo•uu.t develop d for Senator Muakle &lld 

m durin& the laat two weeks of th c:ampaip ta aolid evlde ~• 

that milliona of Am rieana, when tbe chips were down, supported 

I the ldnd of proareaal e leader1hip which baa characteric every 

Demoe.,.atic a ministration aiD<: the daye of Fra kltn Rooaevelt. 

More than tbia. only four Democ .. atic a eats ere loat in the Hous 
...... ... ) ..., ,., 

and five in tbe S ut - .. a remarkable perfonnaace ia the context 

....... -------
ola ep®Ucan residential '\l'ictory. 

Social Security, Medicare, MOdel Cltiea, aid to education, 

Hea-datart, job training -· aU of theae are Democratic: pl'OJI'&ms. 
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Ther la th laetic euppOl't for them arnona the A erlc:a 

people. d 1 do 't mea to eee them ither away. o lloo 

fot>ward to wos-kiq i the Democratic lea erahip l Con reee 

a •peatdna ut in support of the emocratic platbrm and the 

ro rama which e took to the p ople in 196 • 

/.,r e e><t .!r -.!~,!or th DemocJ'atlc Pa,rty .. tb 

declaive teet ..... wlll come ia 1970 Twenty-five Democratic 
..... ±a&E!±££± 

seaatore from the clasaee of 195 a d 1960 ill up fos- r -electlo • 

along lth the entl.re Ho •• ol epresentativea ••• manyo f our 

larae atatee .. - New Yol'k. Ca.Uforaia, Petlll8ylvanta. lchlf. , 
- .:~.,....., - ~;u 

Ohio, to uame only a few -· will chooeln1 new 1overaor. 

Theae el ctione are a are t eballe e alld a areat opportunity for 

D oc:rata. e rn\l&t start bu.ildlna and workia aow for vletory. 

We mu•t be ready to offer meaninaful • port to all D mocl'atic 

candida tea, at all 1 vela. 

Aft r two ye rs of a Repu lica admb:Uatration. the choice 

etween the parties aho'lld be ev n more clear tb,a it ae tb.ia 

year. eepeclally if e apeak out -- constructively, frankly, an 

witb conviction. Tbe Democratic label -- from tb.e tiOD&llevet 
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to the precinct level -- must be ••• by tbe people aa atar.uliq 

tor reaponalve and r aponaible public leadership on t e taauea 

that count. 

Aa let'• not !orget the atak.ea in 1970. U e do not win, 

U e do ot produ.ce a atroos Democratic u.pawlng, our cba ee 

to reaatn the White Ho~e in l91Z will be alini indeed. 

lt le now or never for the D moeratic: Party. There 

ia much work to be done. How then a ball we proceed? 

bec:a!!!• the eeople are tbe ultimate • ou.rce of political •ttellgtb ig 

our Democracy. 

We took aome important atrld • ba thU direction in 1968. 

Our aatiooal conveaUon -- eepite the turmoil and bag y whic 

accornpaDied it .... waa one of the moat open in hbtOJ'f. e imple-

tnellted the crlteda for the a election of deleaatu adopted ln 1964 

at AtlaDtic City. here delegate• had been cboaen in a diacrirniuatory 

manner, ~bell' eredefttlala ere deaied. We eUmiut the unit 

rwe ao that all el ment• in a atate <l legatlo could participate 

effectively in the aelec:tlon ol candidate• a the adoption of the 
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platform. This ia truly a historic step forwal'd in br•dening 

the base of popular participation in party affairs. 

Finally, the convention directed the Democratic National 

Committee to establish a special committee ol the party to: 

--broaden public participation in delegate sele~tion; 

--assist state parties in achieving the necessary changes 

in State laws and party rules; 

--assist states in achieving full participation in party 

affair& by all Democrats. regardless ot race. Another eommittee 

was established to codify and publish the rules and precedents of 

party pr~edure for fllture conventions. 

ln September I told the American Political Science .Association 

that "the face of American politics wtll be fundamentally dif£erent 

becauee of the decisions which th Democrats made last week 

in Chicago. " The name of politics today is participation -- partici­

pation by young people~ urban housewive•. black Americans, 

Spanilh·Americans. They are deeply concerned about the future 

of this oountry. They proved their political effec:tiveneae in 1968. 
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lt ia by opeainJ U• door• ide to all aegmerata of our 

toei ty that t Democratic Party will find t e atre gt to in 

1 1970 and l91Z and earu a ret~ewal of ita i1torlc mao te to 

lea tbia ti 

e muat build a u.aited party. Aa I said in the apeeeh 

aa ou cl 1 my caa i cy for t e De ocr tic omiution: • •.. 

w aot emaad, aor •boald we, a America Gf otle lnd. 

aee aa America of e aplrlt. u A d 10 u ity doea not detnand 

c:ooformity. lt req'Ciire•, above aU, a. proc:e•• which ivea to 

every citlaeu a equal cbaace to be beard a d to take aerloualy 

i ba edna t ollaauea. That 1• the aaellc of tr e 

de ocracyao that mwat e the Democntlc: Party•a atandar4 for 

the condoet of Ua affall'a ia the comtna yur•. 

e Qt not fear ianovatloa. &-ad uperlmentat o 1u makiA . 

our az$y t:r ly JOel vaot to tb demand• ol oar tim • ahoul 

co alder vadoua m chaalama fol' canylna ou meaaa1e tott America 

people: reaioaal confereacea. atwly panet.. aemiura, evea a 

Party-wlcle coufueAc:e prior to th 1970 electio e muat i 



.. ooo\22 

~6-

and act creatively - ... aa we rnuat lace the f\J.ture conlldel\tly. 

e ca ot i ulae hl the luxury f wrid ·olf aa.y aro p 

ofa•o1raph1calre i of the coaJltry. The De ocn.tle Party 

achi• ita ltlo •• the coaatry'a ma.joritr party w e it 

became the country'• oaly aati~l rtJ. Aacl we will aoetal 

our ma}ority o ly a a we rnaiDtal a br clly baaed coa.atit-.exu:y ..... 

ort , lLa8t, Soat and eat --and • com.paa•illa perae»aa of all 

income levela a 4 oc:c )*tiona. 

Sec~acl1 the Democratic Party muat take the lead in 

ereaalua for electoral refortp. 

Bee& e of ov.r archaic Electoral Colle1e ayJtem. there 

was a aedo ng r ia. 1968 that the ill Of Ute peo le wo ld 

thwarted ln tb.e eleetio ol the Pre1lde • lther t lectoral 

CoUete or i the ao"e of Repreae Uvea. lt le DOW time fot' 

a conttitulioual a.meadmeDt to aaaur th.at oo.e of our moat fuada.­

ment&l democr tlc dutlea ·- t proceaa of cho~i 1 our reald ·­

will f a.etio:n a.a well a tb reat of ou coutitutioaal •truct.ir • 1 

believe t~ Democratic Party ah.ould 1•t the beet poaalble ad'rice 
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on proce. uree to a.asur direct pop tar election of th President, 

a then ta e t e 1 ad tu a.mendln the Constitution, if po sible 

b for 1972.. 

Ot er electoJ'al eforms are argently needed. I haYe 

dvoeat d the 18 y for ma y y ar11 ~- no is th 

t f~ c.tio on thi front. oreover. t n millie rn ricans 

did n 

acaother 5 mUtton ere deni d the. right to l'e ieter because 
c -

to asea.r that avel'y n'l rit;an citl.se t4 vottng age will automa.ti lly 

be e titled to vot i 

ofte eema de igned to a it aa di!ficult aa poastble for .America 

o-rm thi vital d\:lty oJ. citiaeDS hlp. em t dev lop a. ayatem 

am na the •tat .• for permanent franchla wtiic.b. qualifiea a voter 

U versal fra chie ie a moral and practical requirement 

ln a mode.r democracy. But it is ala o good politic• fot" Pemocrat•, 
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the rty of the people . The combination Of iood morels aa 

go poUtica te hard to heat. 

Third, t e Democratic atlonal Committee must be 

adequately fina.nctrd and staffed o serve aa , center of D mocrattc 

l erahip. 

Although Wet bave a considerable d bt a a rea lt of the 

1968 ca.mpat..Bn, I aball a vocate tba t t e ational Commlttee 

a.llocat • lubatantial u.dget to sup ort expand research an 

c adi~te support operations, as well aa fforta tofu d-ralal 1 

to help y off the d bt. 

One more word on finaae e: A party of tb..e p o le m t 

co l'lt on the people fol' ita flna clal support. 1thougb w ar 

deeply gratefW. to a number of p ra one for enero contributlo 

we moat also develop imaginativ new appr chea to broade 0\1.1" 

ba8 <)f financial au port. Every D mocrat should contrib te 

verx year, regar lea. o1 the size of the contribu.tio . 

Let m conclud ith a word out the 968 el ctlo . 

From th mome t o my uoml tion 1 kn e were the underdoga 

in a toag.h, \lP ll battle. Some peraon• thought I ahoUld eteer 
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~ r oft eoa.troveraiat laa ea, eapeci lly in. Uaht of tb 

I k ow my c:andla&cy c:at:ne at a tim• neus o • of t natiooal 

America had to face up to the problema Of the at"ma race, urban 

blight nd Uogedut overty in ou.:r •ociety. 

T re lad to a pubUc voice that ea :d: .,Theae a:r~ e 

with c uage •• one that woW. pual\ reaolutely ahead with the 

urgent tAaiut of human dghta, aocial juattee a the be&Ut18 of 

dlvlaione 1tb.la our oei ty. ao av a ret,.ualblllty to tl:leae 

mUliona of people. 

our Domoc.-aUc Car:tdtclatea lnl970 and 19n tb• ldlld of party a11pport 
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neede4 to win a. ~"••ooadlog victory. 

Your commitment and fOtU" help ac-e rital to tbeae effort.-. 

Yo aak: Whe&:a do we begia? 1 auwer: How about yeaterday 

f ' f 
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