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,{Ly THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. Htﬁ\ HRE’

WALTER BURKE TESTIMON!AL D INNER %

FEBRUARY 12, 1969

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN ?‘M

am happy to be here to testify -- | use the term

“becduse this is a testimonial dinner -- for Walter Bﬂrke;
| am not sure what kind of a witness | am supposéd

to be but | can qualify on several scores. L ( g QG%

An the first place | can testify that he is a splendid
polltlf:lan. %
Any man who can celebrate his wctﬂ_y in an election before

—————
,‘\M the votes are counted obviously knows the name of the game. ]
——
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LSo, Walter, let me be among the first to congratulate

you on your victory in yesterday's election.

You demonstrated the value of solid labor support.

B T —

econd place, | can testifythat-Watter BuTke

has had a prefound influence on presidential elactions
in the United Statdg, After all, he was one of my gtaunch

supporters pack in the'sring of 1960 whep ohn £. Kennedy

and | campgigned in this stae in the presidential primaries

that year.

Between Watter and myself we'gave Johp Kennedy

a pretty ggad start in that 1960 presidentiaMNantpaign.

| then finished the job in West Virginia.

/Lln the third place, | can testify that Walter Burke
—_—/

R E——
is a trouble-maker.
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[ In 1937 he was fired for his union activities and
—

it took the National Labor ReIations_@_oard --which had

R

only just been found legal by the Supreme Cour t -- to
=

get him his job back,,

It's trouble-makers like Walter Burke and |.W. Abel
P a0 R N

and those immigrants, Philip Murray and Joe Molony,

{ ‘ ’
who helped make the United Steelworkers the kind of

#
el
organization it is today -- one of the largest W “J
h—'

respected unions in the world.
e ——

LThere is a fourth area | would like to @ mment on.
ERERSERRS T,

In thayears that | have held public office | must tell you

that the labor movement which is led by people like Walter Burke
e A S ST

and |.W. Abel and George Meany never once asked me to

B pe——

do anything or vote for or against any measure which they
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did not genuinely believe was in the public interests
The labor movement in the United States today is, %

<elmhisne, a genuine "people's lobby. " The measures

ﬁupport@w@{-

for the benefit of all people, not just the members of 0

their organizations.
e S S R g g g

The American labor movemert has been in the forefront
”

of the struggle to achieve racial justice in this country.
e e e e =

LLast week in Washington the Leadership Conference

-—

on Civil Rights celebrated its 20th anniversary -- two
T T

decades of relentless effort in Congress and in the

executive departments to build a legal structure which

recognizes only one citizenship. ~ % ;/W i ,fw

e
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In these years we have turned this country around

from a time when law and government supported segregation

—
and discrimination_to a time when law and government
—I———-) _— B—

oppose segregation and discriminalion..

Organized labor has been a driving force of the

adershipegnference since its inception in 1949. Indeed,

Andy Biemiller of ge -- my collaborator in

pushing the minority civil rights plank at the Philadelphia

Democratic Convention of 1948 and today~kead of the

AFL-C10 Legislative Division -- presented a specia
T e ST

ship Conference dinner. /

Today we are faced with the direct challenge of using

Roy Wilkins a

this framework of law to achieve real justice in the daily

Hos g Lpua




000133
-6~

To the extent we push forward now, with visible
WEsFEn=Es

progress in rebuilding our neighborhoods, rescuing our
—— s e WS ey = TR

/]

schools, providing gainful employment and a decent place

—
to live for every American a-: to the extent justice becomes a
LR TSR TS £ 1 BT e L

reality in peoples' lives, as well as a legal fact -- we will
e

r
silence and defeat those who appeal only to hate, bigotry and
wm——t ER— [ — e
violence. g .

We™eed not --and must not -- underestimate

he tremengdous reds ich this natjerrdan bring
to the unfipished agenda ofNhiuma ights.
ice. /W& must\demand

the pu d private resourges necessawy for trug equality

ut we must do so without giving way to hate -- without

breaking the bonds of community -- without destroying
“

those whom we must oppose.
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And | know that American labor -- led by men
like Walter Burke and the United Steelworkers of America --

will again be found at the forefront of this struggle.
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I am happy to be here to testify - I use the term because

this 1s a testimonial dinner — for Walter Purke.

I am not sure what kind of a witness I am supposed to be

but T can qualify on several scores,

In the first place I can testify that he is a splendid
politician, and I think I know something about politics. Any man
who can celebrate his vietory in an election before the votes are

counted obvlously knows the name of the game,

So, Walter, let me be among the first to congratulate you

on your victory in yesterday's election,
You demonstrated the value of solid labor supvort.

In the second place, I can testify that Walter Burke has
had a profound influence on presidential elections in the United
States. After all, he was one of my staunch supporters back in the
spring of 1960 when John F, Kennedy and I campaigned in this state

in the presidential primarles that year.

Between Walter and myself we gave John Kennedy a pretty

good start in that 1960 presidential campaign.

I Hotn prmatiad T Grte in Uik Vinsns -
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In the third place, I can testify that Walter Burke is a
trouble-maker,

In 1937 he was fired for his union activities and 1t took
the National Labor Relations Boar%;;hich had only just been found
legal by the Supreme Cour%;to get him his job back, | It's trouble=-
makers like Walter Burke and I. W. Abel and those immigrants, Philip
Murray and Joe Molony, who helped make the United Steelworkers the
kind of organization it 1s today —- one of the largest and most

respected unions in the world,

There is a fourth area T would like to comment on. In the

years that I have held public office I must tell you that the labor
movement which 1s lead by people like Walter Burke and I, W, Abel
and George Meany never once asked me to do anything or vote for or
against any measure which they did not genuinely believe was in the
public inferest.

The labor movement in the Unilted States today 1is, T belleve,
a genulne "people's lobby." The measures they support... and I'm

frank to tell you we wouldn't have medicare in the United States



today if it hadn't been for the support they gave me in that fight
«s» are measures for the benefit of all people, not just the members

of thelr organizations. )

’ And the mpasures and\aqtions they oopose are\thingd that

they believe will Pe harmful to Yhe general public, not\jusf the
membexs of thelr preganizations.

That'g not something frou caf say about most of EhA lobbies
that operaleg Washington today.

ItJs\people like Wfllter Burke and\the men asgociated wid

4

him in the ftecdorkers andfin the American 1%por movgment that glve\

it that chfracter.. .\ and need more of them.

We need them the labor movement and we . eed them in

the De - ratlc party. fied e Meany and Abe and Wgllter\can take care

of the [labor movement, ! T 1ndend to see that we get moreNof thelr
_ ]

kind of people wor '. with us

1 the Demcrati7/ party.



l?he American laber mevement has been in the ferefrent ef the
in Washingten
struggle te achieve racial justice in this ceuntry.l-faat week/the

Leadership Cenference en Civil Rights Agedet@odginatias celebrated

its 20th anniversary--twe decades ef relentless effert in Cengress

and in the executive departments te Xmmxx build a legal structure

txkmexiex which recegnizes enly ene citizenship, \I"*
t-Erganizad laber has been a driving ferce of the Leadership

Cenference since its inceptien in 1949, Indeed, Andy Biemiller

of Milwaukee--my cellaberater in g pushing the minerity civil rights
plank at the Philadelphia Demecratic Cenventien ef 1948 and teday

head ef the AFL-CIO Legislative Divisien--presented a special

In these years we have turned this ceuntry areund frem a time when
law and gevermment supperted segregatien and discriminatien te s time

when law and gevernment eppese segregatien and discriminatien,

——

award te ReY wilkins at the Leadership Cenference dinner,

Teday we are faced with the direct challenge eof using this
framewerk ef law te achieve real justice in the daily lives ef
every fmerican,

Te the extend we push ferward new, with visible pregress in
rebuilding eur neighberheeds, rescuing eur scheels, previding gainful
empleyment and a decent place te live feor every American--te the extent
we make justice a reality in peeples' lives, as well as a legal fact--
we will silence and defeat these whe appeal enly te hate, bigetry and

vielence,



Y

L’Je need ¥ net--and must net--underestimate the tremendeus resources

which this natien cam bring te the unfinished agenda ef human rights,

- We must fight hard fer justice, We must demand the public

and private resources necessary fer true equality ef life, But
we must de se witheut giving way te hate--witheut breaking the

bendes ef cemmunity--witheut destreying these whem we must eppese,

‘ And 4+ knew that American laber--led by men like Walter Burke
and the United “teelwerkers ef America--will again be feund

at the ferefrent ef this struggle,
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