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WALTER BURKE TESTIMONIAL DINNER 

~BRUARY 12, 1969 .. 
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
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.. : -· pJ . <:· ,·, 
. . 

am happy to be here to testify --:- I use the term . 
I ~ • : -·'· • .. 

. t'-' 

ec use this is a testimonial dinner --for Walter Bljrke~ , . . 

I am not sure what kind of a witness I a~ ·.su~p()seq 

to be but I can qualify on several scores. 

/; n the first place I can testify that he is a splendid 

politician t~~~*"fft!lll;:•-=:mm-••E'-~~ .• .. 
Any man who can celebrate his victor in an election before 
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Uo, Walter, let me be among the first to congratulate 

you on your victory in yesterday's election. 

You demonstrated the value of solid labor support. 

supporters 

and I camp igned in this st 

that year. 

start in that 1960 presidentia 

I then finished the job in West Virginia. 

Jc n the third place; I can testify that Walter Burke 

is a trouble -maker. 
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L In 1937 he was .!!!;d for his union activities and -
it took the Nationa I Labor Relations Board --which had 

only just been found legal by the Supreme Cotr t --to 
~ 

get him his job back_, 

I It's trouble-makers like Walter Burke and I. W. Abel ~ •• • I 
and those immigrants, Philip Murray and Joe Molony, 

who helped make the United Steelworkers the kind of 

organization it is today --one of the larges\a~fti-..J .... 
respected unions in the world. :;} ~·. 

lrhere is a fourth area I would like tom mment on. 

In thlfears that I have held pub I ic office I must tell you 
A 

that the labor movement which is led by people like Walter Burke 

and I. W. Abel and George Meany never once asked me to 

do anything or vote for or against any measure which they 
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-
_____ ,.,. ....... 

did not genu in ely believe was in the Qubl ic interest.. _. 

The labor movement in the United States today is, 

.•. are measures 

of the struggle to achieve racial justice in this country. 

(Last week in Washington the Leadership Conference 

on Civil Rights celebrated its 20th anniversary --two -
decades of relentless effort in Congress and in the 

executive departments to build a legal structure which 

recognizesoniy.one ci~,!l!hip; - y. Sl~r~ 
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In these years we have turned this country around 

from a time when= and govern,ment supported ~egregation --and discrimination to a time when law and government 
----:) a • 

oppose segregation and discriminatjWl-e 
" 

Organized labor has been a driving force of the 

nference since its inception in 1949. Indeed, 

Democratic Convention of 1948 and toda 

AFL -c 10 Legislative Division --presented a specia 

rsh ip Conference dinner. 

Today we are faced with the direct challenge of using 

this framework of law to achieve real justice in the daily 

lives of every American ... _...,. ~ fUc.t ku4 
512,~ 
t~ 
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L To the extent we push forward now, with visible 

progress in rebuilding our neighborhoods} rescuing our 

schools, providing gainfu I employment and a decent place 

to live for every American -to the extent justice becomes a 

reality in peoples' lives,.as well as a legal fact --we will - .... ;:a 
silence and defeat those who appeal only to hate, bigotry and -----iiiiilt -

ust not -- u nde estimate 

~We 

But we must do so without giving way to hate --without 

breaking the bonds of community --without destroying 

those whom we must oppose. _ 
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And r know that American labor -- led by men 

like Walter Burke and the United Steelworkers of America -­

will again be found at the forefront of this struggle. 

\"} 





I am happy to be here to testify - I use the term because 

this is a testimonial dirmer - for 11Talter Burke. 

I am not sure what kind of a witness I am supposed to be 

but I can qualify on several scores. 

In the first place I can testify that he is a splendid 

politician, and I think I know sorrething about politics. Any man 

who can celebrate his victory in an election before the votes are 

cmmted obviously knows the narre of the game. 

So, '!alter, let me be among the first to congratulate you 

on your victory in yesterday's election. 

You demonstrated the value of solid labor sup ort. 

In the second place, I can testify that •!alter Burke has 

had a profound influence on presidential elections in the United 

States. After all, he was one of my staunch supporters back in the 

spring of 1960 when John F. Kennedy and I campaigned in this state 

in the presidential orirnaries t hat year. 

Between Walter and myself we gave John Kennedy a pretty 

good start in that 1960 presidential campaign. 
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In the third place, I can testify that falter Burke is a 

trouble-maker. 

In 1937 he was fired for his union activities and it took --the National Labor Relations Board14 which had only .just been found 

legal by the Suprerre Court~ to get him his job back. ~ s trouble­

makers like 1!lalter Burke and I. w. Abel and those immigrants, Philip 

Murray and Joe Molony , who helped make the United Steelworkers the 

kind of organization it is today - one of the largest and most 

respected unions in the world. 

There is a fourth area I would like to cOl'l'llrent on. In the 

years that I have held public office I must tell you that the labor 

moverrent which is lead by people like Walter Burke and I. 1!l. Abel 

and George Meany never once asked rre to do anything or vote for or 

against any measure which they did not genuinely believe was in the 

public interest. 

The labor rrovement in the United States today is, I believe, 

a genuine "people's lobby." The rreasures they support ••• and I'm 

frank to tell you we wouldn 't have rredicare in the United States 
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today if it hadn't been for the support they gave rre in that fight 

••• are rreasures for the benefit of all people, not just the rrembers 

of their organizations. 

that 

of the 

kindo 



l;he American lab r m vement has been in the forefront ef the 
in Washington 

struggle to achieve racial justice in t his c untry.~ast week/the 

Leadership C nference n Civil Rights~ celebrated 

its 20th anniversary--tWQ decadea of relentles effort in C ngreaa 

and in the executive departments to tBixx build a 1 gal structure 

~which recognize• only one citizenship.~ 

~rganized labor haa been a driving force of the ~eadership 

Conference since its inception in 1949. Indeed, Andy Biemiller 

f Milwaukee--my collab•rator in~ pushing the minority civil rights 

plank at the Philadelphia Democratic C nvention of 1948 and t day 

head of the AFL-CIO Legislative Division--presented a pecial 

In the e years we have turned this country around fr&m a time when 

law and government supported aegregati n and di crimination to 

when law and g vernment oppose segregati n nd discrimination. 

award to RoY wilkins at the Le dership Conference dinner. 

Today we are faced with the direct challenge of u~ing thia 

framew rk of law to achieve real justice in the daily livea of 

every American . 

To the extend we push f rward now, with visible progress in 

rebuilding our neighborho ds, rescuing ur sch ela , pr viding gainful 

employment and a decent place t live for every Ame r ican--to the extent 

we make justice a reality in pe ple 1 lives, as well as a legal fact--

we will silence and defeat tho e who appeal nly t h te, big try and 

viGlence . 



~e need ~ net--and must net--underestimate the tremendou resource• 

which thi nation can bring to the unfinished agenda of human rights . 

~ ~e must fight hard f r justice . We must demand the public 

and private resources necesaary fer true equality of life . But 

we must de s without giving way t hate--without breaking the 

bonds f c mmunity--witheut destroying th se whem we must eppese . 

~nd I knew that American labor--led by men like Walter Burke 

and t he United ~teelwerkers of America--will again be f und 

at the forefront of this struggle . 

; 
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