
L .. 

ADDRESS BY 

FORlVJER VICE-PRESIDEI~T Hm.lBERT I:Un'li?liREY 

March 23, 1969 

Annual Passion Sunday Communion Bkfst 
Henn-Mpls KC no. 435 - Mpls 

~- .... 



Hennopin-~!.i.nneapolis Cot<ncil No. 435 
Knights of Columbus 

Lc~:.ingtc:n. Hotol 
Sundny9 ~.:arch 23, 1969 

A1;rNUAL PASSION SU1'DAY cm.::.:mJIOlJ OBSE~V.-1.HCE 

Guest Speaker 

The Honorable Hubert Hu."nphroy 

Introduction by Toastmaster Bill Farroll. 

It was a real thrill for me to visit with our l:.ead b:.ble guests, eSlXJC:i..ally 

for a country boy like myself.. Just a fa.w mcr.J.ent:::; ago I heard our .;.::.·chbishop 

and our former Vice-president Hubert Humphrey chathng and nodding togethero 

I overheard such phrases as total dedication, complete involvement, a real 

commitment and the urgent need for nctian, etc~ I couldn't ca.ntain my curi-

osity and just had to find out and so I leaned over and said: "I heard these 

phrases and certainly the two of you must be speaking about Vietnam~ or the 

campus disorders, or economics or something elsa .. What's it all a1:out?11 

They looked at me and replied: "No, we v•ere merely talking about raising 

money .. 11 ' 

It's true that both of them do spend considerable time on this problem of 

raising money. Just last night Professor Huc11phrey delivered a 13 cture in 

this very hall on the science of government. A ~ect and distinguished 

audience ca."'le to hear him. It was a record-breaking crowd, and it is true 

that he was in this room last night and he is now here again this morning., 

I know it would be merely repetitious to tell of his many accomplishmentso 

I think back now to the fact that years ago. about 1953 or 1954 I had oppor-

tunity to introduce him at a JC banquet in Marshall, M:..r...r.esota., Something 

occurred at that time that I thought would "Geach me a lesson and sow.ethLYJ.g 

that I thought I would never do again. However 1 the same thing happened 

here this morning.. In any event, I was sitting next to him at X!:l.rsr.all and 
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I didn't eat anything. He asked what was the matter and I replied that 

on occasions such as this, if I did eat, I wouldn't feel right .. I told 

hime that I get a lump in my throat, that my stomach knots t:..p, and that I 

feel very uneasy, so at this part of the program I don 1 t ea--c; anythin&;o 

got through the Banquet and I finished my part in the progrr~ and as I sat 

dovm I said, "Senator, how did I dof.' He said, 11 Bill., you might just as well 

have eaten."' (Laughter) 

Well, I love hhn anY'Nay. I have known him for many many years and it is 

indeed a singular pleasure for me to introduce to you at this time Professor 

and former Vice-pre:hdent of the United States~ t[l.e Honorable Hubert Humphreyo 

Address by Hubert Humphrey. 

Your Excellency Archbishop Byrne, :hlonsignor Coates and Father Fleming, our 

good friend Frank Brown, and the man who knows no truth, Bill Farrell, and my 

good friends and neighbors: 

It is a fact that I was in this vary hall last night and it was filled to 

capacity. It seems, in fact, that I haven't left. There vtere a few people 

around here of Democratic faith, who had gathered for the evening.. They 

must feel that St. Patrick's Day is still on.. At least, it vre.s that vray 

when I lefte I don't know what they were celebrating. I left a little 

earlier than soo1e, because I didn't think I had as much to celebrate about 

as they thought they had, and so I decided to remove myself.. First, I want 

to say that your program this moxning has been an inspiration to me. I have 

an old friend in Bill Farrell ar;d he's in1proved., He really has" Ever since 

that day in Marshall. If I were you, Billg I would start to ent and you c~~ 

do just this with full confidence. 
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Tr.e Archbishop and myself do have some t!:.inr;s in co:r:.1on ur:d I cid note tha 

references hero this ;wrning to raising moacy.. Eay I se.y to your Excellency 

ta.at I am not at all sure what the fir:a.ncial situation of the JJ.ocese may be, 

but if you would. like to know what it is v:ith the Dor.1ocratic ]';e.ticnal Co;-:n::.t·cse, 

I can give you a full report. All of my life I have bean li\~ng in deficits, 

and all of my lii'e there has boon somebody in ny i'amUy and no-;1 it is my turn 

to try to raise enough money to cover the de.f:i.ci"Gg It seems l:!..ke I should have 

joined the church a. long time ago Q But, we have been doing well,, By tho way, 

my home is at Wa.verly 9 Minnesota, a. cor.ununity some 38 or 39 miles wost of ?lere 

and Father Hermes will never forgive mo if I didn't tell you that we c&n use 

your oolp out there.. You know, we are re-doing his church of St. M:e.ry's.. It 

needs a little re-doing as they have gone out of their ·way with a very heo.vy 

capital expenditure. They put a special pew in out there - the only cushioned 

one in the whole church and it has the vice-presidential seal on ito I hope 

that Jill'. Agne-..•r doesn't come and take it away., (L&ughter )v 

Out in Waverly we just don't acknowledge the results of elections. By the way, 

our tovm still has a sign out there that says, W:;.verly, llinnosota~ Eo!:'.e of the 

Vice-President of the United States_, Hubert Humphrey., They ask:od me what to do 

about this sign and I said: ''lYell, just leave it -there U..Yl.til scmeone t:cies to 

take it dovvn and then we'll defend it to the last ma.no 11 (Laughter)o 

There has been some reference ·here this moming to the Ec~'il.enical spirit. It 

is certainly true and I thought 9 Bill, that you handled that just about as well 

as I have ever heard\) Particularly, your reference to Minneapolis{/ But this 

Ecumenical spirit is,• of course, the spirit of t~e day and it really becoffies a 

living spirit. In my family 9 it is very evi.dent.. I have a daughter tha.Jc married 

a Lutheran, a son that got married over there at Father Fleming's Church of Sto 

Olaf, another one that is going to be married this sumrr~r at a little parish 
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church out in St. Anthony to a very nice C<:,tho~:c girl, ~·;d the::. I n.lso have 

another son that married a young le.dy ~rom a C!-lristicn Science fa.--:1Uy., So -.ve 

are spreading ourselve::> just a "fuittle bit. I figur.ad thu.t if vre couldn 1t con-

vince them, we would marry the:a. (Laughter) • 

I asked my good friend FraP.k Brovm, your Grr..nd Knight, what I might talk about 

this morning and he said it wouldn't do very much good to tell you as you would 

probably talk about anything you want to, and perh~ps talk a little longor than 

any of us would want.. But he did indicate in the following letter and I'll 

read that part of it: 

"Vfe do not desire to assign a specific topic for Mr., 
Humphrey.," He knows, I guess, that I om a gene ral prac­
tit;ioner. To go on: 11 But because of the nature of the 
occasion and also because members of the families will 
be present, the role of the family in our American Way 
of life today would seem to be most appropriate. 11 

I am not going to try and tall any of you how w run your fa.'llily this morning, 

but I thought maybe I might be able to visit with you .. Arter all, that is what 

this evant is - a visitatione I am a night man, you know. I donvt really de 

very well in the morning. As a matter of fact, everyone in my household says 

to beware of Dad until noon. By noon, I am becoming somewhat social o Really, 

I am on good beha. vi or here this morning.. I haven •t insulted anybody yet. Xy 

best time, is about midnight. So this morning I~ll try to visit with you just 

a little bit about some concerns of mind and I think that perhaps they are also 

concerns of yourso 

I don't come here to try to upset anyone and I ru~ n ot here as the bearer of ill 

tidings. Someone sai.d to me last night, afte r v;e had left the banquet hare, 

that it is good to hear once in a while that everythi~g isn't bad, and that 

there are some things in our country that are goodQ And it's good to hear 

that there is some hopeo And I suppose tha t if there is any word that means 

a great deal to me, and there are many tha. t do, it's this word HOPE" We must 



hope for all the tc:::.orrows, s.~G. I thin1: '-::-:; :'l.c.V·3 g.:>oC. ~4 CC.3G::t ;_~or suo;1. hopoo 

Now, I know what makes news. If I v1ere -co stand hGro on tf',is plc..tfon:t -ci-.is 

moning; and attack somebody, that would be news. 'l:'l"..-::ro l70uld to a skirc,isil 

here, 0lite literally, to t;et out of here if•"we·::.-.J to lo.unc:h a pa:-ti.:;c.n ~)oli·~i':.e.l 

attack, particularly up::m our President. I don 1 ·c intei".d to do thc.t e 'l:'hore r::.o..y 

be a time when I disagree, and most of us do e.t one ti~-;-:o or o.notie1~ 9 but I ho.ppcn 

to also believe that a. man is entit!ed to his timo to bring about his progrw.1 

and to prepare his oan a.ssess:::1ont of the situation he inhcritc, in tnis instance, 

through a nc.tional election. I do believe th2.t thero is so much to sc.y that is 

good that we ought to try, at least, to t;il.u equal ti::r,e to this part of our 

life., 

The way to make a hit these days, hcr;rever, is to do something the.t is so w.J.usua.l 

that it cannot be ignored.. This is really nothing ver-y newo 1~any of us who nave 

brought up faJnilies know that wo perhc.ps have a child in tne fa;nily who is one 

who insists on getting attention by occasionally causing a ru..-npus, kicking s aneone 

in the leg, or by pulling the dishes off the table, or by something els0, unci all 

this is as old as the.t, as old as tho firs1:: child:~ I i.r:u:..gL"leo Today, this is done 

in more dramatic ways, and that is what we co.llthe new:::o I happen to think, hovfGver, 

that there is a lot of good news in tho world as woll a~1d I am. going to state for 

you this morning just a few observations of what I would call the revoh:.tion of 

our discontent, and the revolution of our progre3S, because we ar;':; living in the 

midst of a very revolutionary efi'ortg 

If there is one thing that characterize::; tho tko that we liv·3 in it is t:'l.e oxp::.c­

sion of knowledge. This is the explosion of the inquiring ::-.1ind, the search in 

endless search for new information; for facts, and$ hopofully, for truth., Because 

of it, our libraries are being filled with docu::nentc, with new lm.ovdodge., It has 

·oeen said that 95% Of all Of tr..e SCientistS that the WOi~la tH:l.$ ever knovm Since 



the beginning of cro2..tion live today., 95~~ of -che;rd :Lr. tre last i'ii'cy yen.rs 

th.are has been more scientific inc1·ease than in the ?::.~ocoC.ir"g five 'Chousand 

years. All one needs to do is to go and soe tho volt;::Jle of periociicals, the 

profes.::;ional periodicals that exist today~ These appsa1· in medicint• .. i::1 the; 
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abstract scienc0s, or in the natural sciences, i:-1 e:r.e;inoeri:::c, in architoct1.lrv, 

in space technology and in our atomic scienccso 1Thor0 is c. vrhole now lo.r...gm~ge 

that our young people spealcQ The new math, fo1· e:.;.ampl·J· 1'lhen I sit or. G.J.'l. air­

plane and look across the aisle and see a youn6 man, porhaps 25 to 30 years o~ 

age, and he's looking at tables, or stuG.ying graphs:> or talking ·with his fellow 

compani on.. I look at him and ne might just as well be from anotner planet .. His 

knowledge is far beyond some of us~ especie,lly for all those in my age bracket, 

unless you have been brought up in it" They al·e teG:.ching our young people now 

in our schools, the language of the computer e I can only tell you this thn.t the 

computer has revolutionized l earning, decision making~ technology» and indus~ry, 

and I venture to say that if I wore to go through this room and ask any of you 

if you know how to read a computer, how to work a. co::r.puter, what to do with a 

computer, I would doubt there would be one ou-'c of a hund:ed that could say YES" 

And yet, the computer today is as important to modern science and tochnology 

as the telephone was 25 years ago~ We know so little about it, no wonder there 

is a generation gap, andno wonder thare is a communications gap.. Who would 

have ever dreamed that we would learn what we nave learned today out of our 

space prograo. Do you realize that we are le s:; thfm ten years into space? Le::>s 

than ten years.. Apollo 9 and Apollo 10 and Apollo 11 and by this su:'l"Jr.er cVG will 

have a station on the mo on.. Young paople: know about ~hese thingso 

This is merely the beginning of sucrt inforn9..tion., They a.re ~oday col:le cting 

information about space and in the next t-..r~mty-five yoa~·:::; ou1~ young people, 

and these will be the sor-J.s and daughters of men and women hera L'l their thirtis::> 
,;1 
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will be talking about tne s olur sys-ccu c.s .; L> .; · -
..L..t.. -'"' 

I was chain:-, an of the space c o..mc:.l fo~~ you~~ govc ... ~L.':icnt for :"OAr yo c:.rz.. I kno·:: 

every one of the astron;luts better t!lan I kr_ovl ::ny o~'lo .!:are, \\T"C11 "the pas::; i':)lo 

exception of Bill Farrell and I have worked with thc;l:., livod with thcs~ b0en \':ith 

the:.: ar.d have travelled with the:u1. They are a remarkable grO"lA? of brilliaYltg 

highly-able and c o.rnpetent men. They ho.vo been selectod under \::he most; sele c-;;i ve 

procos s and yet, wo are a mere ton yea1·s into tho s paco ago. And I ven·t;ure to 

say "that within the next 25 years, what we kr.c·:: -coaay Yvill be so prirni tivo t:t .. t::t 

we will wonder why anyone was even excitod o.cou""G i""G., Re::1mc.ber hov; excited vre •tw::o 

around Chriswnastime vr:non Apollo S vrn.scircur:ma-r .... ga-c::Lng th.:; noon a:::td whan the :r..e::;sae;e 

came to us Q By the way, I must say that I ""Chid~ one of tho greatest rcligiou;;, ex-

periences that -che world ever had was vrhon Colo::-1cl Bo:r:7te.n was reading r'rom the Book 

of Genesise Froo outer space -a voice co~ing literally fro~ t~o heave~:. A hunan 

voice that had such troaendous impacto Tn:ts space science and technology will 

open whole new areas of understanding and of life i -c::;clf, about "cha enviror::~:e~:t 

that presses in u:;:>On mankind today. rfo have -.;eather studies bE.i~g muci.e no·:• out 

near the Bahomo.s, studies to enable us to me..;.sure te:.1p0re.tures in the high al-

titudes, up to 100 11 000 feet and beyond, and into S?ace itselfo We ·.vill also bo 

measuring temperatures in the ocean down to 5..,000 and to 10,000 feet and Yre s.rc 

going to find out what happens and how we cs.n bottor pl·edic-c vreatner.. People 

have said~ what is the use of that? Well, weo.""Gher predic-cion is i..":1portant foj,· 

savings of lives, for guardi:'lg against propzrty d.: .. ::1.agc that runs into million_. 

and billions annually, in inco:.1e and in losses, s.r.d =..::.. ... vre can p:·ed.ict v;;)at!-.cr n. 

week in advance or a month in advance~ then 1:0 wi:l be abl·::. to literally r3vo:l.u-

tionize agriculture. It will certainly mea:: a trcr:.c:::C.ot~s prot,...ct::.o~l of h1::-:1x:: 

life and property damage ·wh~n we will bo able to contt"'l \'Tea~;he1· itsol.fo 

Someone once asked me what L,; my favorite pass ago in the; Bible" v:::un you are 

in ublic life, ou always et questions like this e Every man in public life 
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is supposed to ba o. s-cudcnt of tho Bi.bl.o. :.:o~-c o;~ ·c.;:;> hc;:i<?:vcr.) r~re r.ot very 

good students of t:be Bi"blcp but v:e so:ne-ci.nes h::..ve to '-'ct t:r~.:t -..:~y .. ·.-:"ell, I':n 

not a. particularly good student of it., I ucoC. to tct!.oh Su~1.do.y Sohoole I taue:;nt 

the old te::;ta.'":lent pro?hets and I forms:dy -caught at t:"o Uni 'sn·s i ty o;~ ::..ii'o c..t th:::. 

Hennepin Avonue Methodist Church and did get to lcar11 o. little about the Biblo,. 

I can only paraphrase it, because there arc many tr~nslo.t~ons, b-..:.t in t;ho Go::;pol 

according to St. Joh:a, when he wt\s s pea.king of what Christ onco said to n:.::; dis­

ciples and to those who had gathor0d around.ll 11 Gren.-cor things than I have done:> yo 

shall do also." And I often think about this and hovr nuch this :neans in our 20th 

lll"entury.. They S:tJeak of the miro..c les of Christ in raising the dead a I hopG it is 

proper for me to say it.~~ but this is happening todayw Peopl8 -chat are dead, modern 

medicine brings them back to life. No circulat;ion.~~ no hea;:-t beat, and the process 

of death itself has set in.. They come alive o We change weather~ wo soon will be 

doing things that are beyond human comprohensio::.1, ~"'ld we arc also beginning to 

find out why the primitives worshipped the sun.. We are le a:::-ning that the sun is 

the giver in many ways of lifeo VIe are bt;;ginnL1.g to touch that power called the 

atom .. We today get so little out of the ator:1 in te:..--r.J.s of its power that it is al­

most futile to try it., I forgot the percentage, but it is som9th:i.ng; like 1/lOOOth 

of 1% of the power of the atom thn.t we can exh·act today through mode:::-n process .. 

I was ir. a laboratory less than a year ago wher-e vte are working on this processs 

and we will be able to accomplish this_, wh0n Y:e will be able to tc.. .. 3 less thar. 

1/10 of the power of the atom.. This will revolutionize power al:'..through the 

world- unbelievable power.. This is a. factor of a hundred greater times, and we 

think the modern atom weapon is powerfulo That is the way we gor:.ero.lly equate 

it- atomic power$ by.weaponryo 

No-n think of what atomic power can mean in ter111s of peacoo We haven '-c even 

touched the greatness of this earth, that God. Almighty gave to us, I think 
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tnat the more one beco~es involved in sc ience , the more he realizes the 

veriti'9S of religion . I really believe that . Yfell , a ll of this comes so 

fast . It comes liko tidal wo. ves . And the n t here was World War II that un-

leashed unbelievable social forces in this wor ld. Nat ions have come into 

being as if they were just waiting for t ho sunlight to bring them out of 

this earth . Yfuen the United Nati ons was f ou nded t he re was less than fifty 

nations . Today, there is over 125 and a l l these peoples are aspiring for 

their own identity. People and nati ons Identity. They want to be recog-

nized . This is the day of recognition , of t he day of emancipation. It's the 

day of liber alization' It ' s the day of identi f ication' Whether it is in the 

Soviet Union, or whether it ' s i n the Dar k continent of Africa, or whether in 

America , people say, He r e I Am 1 Look at mel Despite the fact of the computer, 

despite the fact of science , or because of these, people say, don't lose me and 

don ' t make a number out of me . Remembe r my namei Take a look at mel I am an 

individual and people in Africa a r e sayi ng look at us. We are not just Africans. 

We are this tribe or that tribe . Thi s is the time of identification. Interest-

ing and par adoxical as i t is , whi l e t he r e is a great international movement in 

the world and gr eat movements o f i nte r nati onal cooperation and international 

regionalism, there is also this gr eat i ndividualism and recognition of identity. 

ThosR are the f orces we a r e dealing with. 

Wall, what else do we see . I mention industry and the computer and there is also 

Electronics . Tnere is no place t o hide . I t used to be that if there were poor 
I 

people you o ould ignore them , because you didn't know unless you could see them 

by a pers onal visitation . The young people of today have television, the most 

powerful instrument for good or evil that this world has ever oreated. They 

haven ' t made up thAir,minds just what the y are going to do with it. It could 

be the most powerful instrument fo r mass educati on, for enlightenment, for con-

structive purposes , that the hand of man has ever crgated. The power of a 

picture . Confucius say, as they put i t & "One picture is worth 10,000 words.'" 



But Television gives us motion pictures, real lifo. True life. And no 

place any longer where to hide. Where do we hide, with the camera aver 

present, vrith the electronic system , with the radio, the transistor-

-lo-

tho simple little transistor rndlo thnt brings the voice of nations to the 

most primitive nations in the world . So, it is a. different world we live in 

today. Very different, and friendn, it's totally differont just within the 

past twenty years. There wan no television 20 y8a.rs ago . This is what I am 

trying to impree upon you. Thoro wasn't even much of it 15 years ago. And 

the little transistor radio that has literally brought the massage of modern 

sooietywith allot its pains and all of its hopos to the whole world is less 

than 25 years ago. The space age is less than 10 rwars old and the atomic age 

began only in the year 1924. So, we are talking about very contemporary life, 

the things that we used to talk about are almost forgotten . The computer, less 

than 15 years ald, and yet it has put American industry and American technology 

so far in advance of the rest of the world that the whole world stands in awe. 

Europeans today are more worried about American technology than they are about 

anything else. Worried, frankly, that we will movo in and take over everything 

because of our advanced system of industry. 

What of education? There was for a long period of time when advanced education 

was only for the few. I 1 11 give you an example. Twenty-five years ago only 1 

out of every 20 families in America had anybody that either went to a technical 

school or to collage. Today, 54% and ten years from now, 75% of our American 

fa.miHes willhave s erne one in College. .An explosion in education. And we wonder 

then why there is trouble on our campuses . There are many r easons for it but 

actually, education has failed to keep up with this groat influx of students, 

plus the fact that the educational system and structure in many of our countries 

is very much out of date and inadequate. Today, we must have an educational 

structure that takes into consideration space and atomic power, electronics, 
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the tro.nsistor , television , and the revolution of rising e:xpectati ons through­

out the world . This is why the young people say about us adults, "They don't 

get it. They're not with i t1 11 We probably are more with it than s erne of 

think we are but there is a degree of tnnth in this statement since things 

have moved so fast that we don't quite understand or comprehend their impact. 

There is a restlessness in the country today and that's not all bad, not by 

a long shot . In fact , it may be good. Thero has been very little social 

progress , deo.r friends , wi thout this restlessness. It is dangerous today for 

a man in public life to say things so openly because statements are so subject 

to interpretation and mis-interpretation. But I feel now as one who has gone 

back to the classroom that you will just have to take it as it comes. Very 

little advance has ever been made in this country without turmoil and violence. 

I think there are some pe ople from the labor movement here this morning. You 

will remember the sit-down strikes, the battles between management and labor. 

Ask Wal tar Reuthe r sometime what h~ remembe rs? Ask George Meany, and ask Joe 

Keenan. These are some of the older hands now in the labor movement. They were 

all beat up and many of them went to jail. Unbelievable struggles! Men killed 

and injured by the hundreds . Strikes, lockouts, the sit -down strikes in the fac­

tories , all the struggles, but finally, today, we have revolved a system of 

management -labor relations that ~ ·a:re reasonably tolerable and, I think, very 

effective • 

The women didn't get her right to vote by just going around telling the men that 

they thought it was a good idea . The men didn't listen. If you really want tG> 

see somebody that carried on a struggle you ought to see the story of Carrie Nation. 

She r eally fought. You talk about breaking up property and you talk about vio­

lence . She led n band of women across this country that upset more pieces of 

prope~ty than any militant group of Americans in our 20th Century. It's a fact! 



\',nat I am trying to say is that it has been a long struggle. Bill Farrell and 

I talked about the Irish just this morning. Well, let me tell you the Irish had 

to fight for their rights and by the way the Irish weren't always the most docile 

of pe ople. They too rioted once in a while. If you really want to read the his­

tory of our country, think about the Know-nothing party, the anti-Catholics, who 

used to think it was their solemn duty to bring about destruction of homes and 

businesses owned by Catholic families and they destroyed them. They burned them. 

Think about the Ku Klux Klan and then you begin to see what America has been 

like. This has been a rather violent country. There are people today that don't 

want you to know this. But it has been a violent country. I am not advocating 

this form of action, but I am telling it as it is . My job is to be a teacher and 

I don •t think you can teach without trying to find the truth . But the important 

thing is that our of all this our system has been able to adjust itself and to 

fashion these dynamic forces that seem destructive into a constructive force and 

into a very constructive pnttern. That is what happened. We have not lost our 

way. We have only been trying to find a better way, and when I hear people say 

that the nation is sick, I say that it is troubled. When I hear the people say 

the nation has lost its way, I repeat what I said a moment ago. It has not1 It 

is merely seeking a better way. And that is and always has been the sign of 

health. 
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Look at the changes that are taking place in religion. Look at the changes in the 

Church. You know of them. The struggle that is going on. It doesn't mean the end 

of Christianity and it doesn 1 t mean the end of the Catholic Church. I personally 

think that a whole new day is comin~. I think we are in the changing period, and 

suffering grovrine; pains' as we enter this new age of enlightenment and I predict 

that the little ones that are in this room will be the beneficiaries of a much 

better way without having ever lost the eternal verities or principles of the 

great faith that has been grounded into them. 
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I have been as ked at various times who have b::len the most interesting men I have 

ev.~r rr.ot and I have r 8plied that two of the most interes ting mon I have ever met 

wcro Pope John and Khrushev . Right away, they say: "That's it, that shows he ' s 

boon under tension too long." Well , I spent hours with both of them . I '11 never 

forgot when I visitAd with Popo John. Monsignor Gillian was there . I saw him 

across the room and I hadn't seen him dre ssod up before in all those very nice 

robes, and I had known Father Gilligan in other circumstances at St. Mark ' s parish 

und also at a few other places in the St. Paul labor school . In any event, we were 

there together and I hope you will forgive me but he kept trying to impress upon 

the Pope what a fine man I was (laughter ). I think that Pope John possibly will 

go down in history as one of the truly great men in the Christian era. That's my 

view of it. He set forth in motion forces that today the consequences of which we 

cannot quite fathom. He knew that something needed to be done . This peasant priest 

that many people thought was going to be merely a caretaker became one of the most 

powerful forces in r eligious and spiri tue.l life that the world has ever known . 

He has brought mora people together than anyone else, even tho it may seem they 

are torn apart . People feel more comfortable today in religious faith with one 

another, than they aver did before. Khrushev is the other one • I sat and talked 

with him for hours. By the way, here's an interesting fact . He studied to be a 

priest in his younger days, you know. He really did. I think that's where he got 

some of his insight into human nature. And he took what was the monolith of c orrmu­

nism and he changed it. It will never be the same again. NeverJ Because he did 

something to it that shook it, that fractured it o From that day on, Communism 

changed . What it is ultimately to come to, I cannot safely predict. But I c a:ib. 

tollyou that he made it a much more human instrument , than just a political one. 

He was a dangerous man, for those that wanted it to be just the same as it had 

always been . They don't know just quite what to do with him yet • Interestingly 

enough, .in the older days of the Soviet Union he wwou ld not only have been exiled , 

but he would have been shot. He still lives in Moscow. By the way, I get a New 
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Year' s ca rd erom him every year. I send him a Christmas Card in return. (Laughter). 

l';o spent more time in that eight hours spent with him talking about religion, than 

almost any other item. He was fascinated with it. And I thought also that in all 

t his t ime he made more references to God than most people would have done who said 

they believed in God. A very mixed-up troubled mind, but a brilliant one, and he 

l eft a very real impact on this world. Only time can tellhow muoh and to what de­

gree . 

\\bat else hns happend in our time? I know that I am keeping you here but another 

f act is tho discovery of poverty. A Minister said in a church that I attended 

about one year ago, and I remember it because it left such a great impact upon me, 

t hnt the way you treat people is the way you trent God. And then he went on to 

point out that after all people were God's finest creation and that God did create 

man in his ovm image and he built an entire philosophy around that phrase, "The way 

you treat people is the way you treat God." By the way, I tried to teach the Demo­

cratic Government with the small 11 d11 , this same principle • In the meantime W9 have 

all these people trying to justify democracy on the basis of constitution and laws. 

Remember what Winston Churchill once said about democracy? He said: "It's the 

worst possible form of government ever tried, except all others that have ever 

been tried." (Laughter). Well, the only justification for democracy, after all, 

is t hat it isn't even efficient, and most likely it is the most inefficient of 

all governments, but it does have other qualities . By the way, you can read the 

old and the new testaments and the declaration of Independence and the Constitu­

tion, and the Emancipation Proclamation and you will never find the word efficient. 

Try this sometime . You.will find love, brotherhood, liberty, justice, hope, free­

dom, b~t the word efficiency had a rather low priority. Nowadays, we think primarily 

of efficiency but I want to tell you that even efficiency has same dsiciples and some 

of t hem were very destructive. Our standards should be that of love. 
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Anothe r fact we are beginning to discover is that there are a lot of people in 

this world today that have been hiding out. The poor hide amongst themselves, 

but television and the newspapers and the radio have now exposed them. And here 

we are today, and this is what shakes people. I ask that you ponder these simple 

things this morning . There is hunger in this land this morning, in the midst of 

incredible pJ.enty. For forty years you have heard me and others speak about sur-

pluses , and there is hunge r in America. Actually, people do .not get enough to eat. 

You can say, how oan this be. Well , it is because, first of all, many of them did 

not know where they could go. The food was there, that's true. But they were ig-
. 

norant . The distribution system wasn't good but the welfare systems in some 

places are not good. I shouldn't shock you this morning but I have been in 

counties in this country where they don't care whether or not you are oared for. 

And they really don't care, particularly if you are black. Of, if you happen to 

be the poor in the valleys of Appalachia. There is poverty in this country, and 

this in a country that will have a trillion dollar economy next year. Why, I re-

member when I was a student at the University of Minnesota when it was aaid that 

if we ever got an economy of some 80 billion dollars, that it would be a miracle. 

That was in 1937 - some thirty-two years ago. We are now approaching a trillion 

dollars . By the year 2000 the per capita income of the American family will be 

$14,000.00 per year. Per Capita, this is' A family of 5 should have $75,000.00 

in income . The per capita income in China is estimated to be $300.00 per year. 

You think you are going to have a peaceful world in that kind of situation? 

That beloved Pope I spoke to you about said that where there is constant want 

there is no peace, and he's right. We are up here at $14,000 per capita and the 

Indian and the Chinese are down there at $300.00 per capita. That's more dan• 

gerous than all the atomic weapons that any madman could put together. And we 

are either going to change this condition or your children out here are not 

going to live. Just that direotl 



Poverty is one of the problems that young people see today and they see it right 

here in America . They see the tremendous waste in America . I talked about that 

banquet here last night. More food was removed from these tables to feed more 

pe ople than were in the hall. We have glorified waste and yet we have people 

that are victims of abject poverty. You can say, perhaps, it is their fault. 

I don't know who's fault it is. I haven't really been able to determine this, 

and I cannot presume to pass that muoh moral judgment, but I know it is here. 

Then we have the poverty of the spirit. I just read Martin Luther King's letter 

from the Birmingham jail. Just read it again last nightJ that is, re-read it. 

I think everyone should read it and when I spoke to the Friendly Sons of St. 

Patrick in Los Angeles las} week, I read some of the sermon thatwas given by 

Fathe r Herrly, I believe that was his name, of Dublin on the occasion of the 

death of Martin Luther King, Jr. We dan 1t have to agree with everything that 

he did, but there was a powerful message in that letter to the ohrtstian leaders 

in Birmingham who had sent him a note while he was in jail.. It is a magnificent 

document and it reminded us of the years and years of waiting and the years of 

humiliation of the Negro. Segregation wasn't only that it separated people, and 

separated the races, dear friends, but its e~l was that it humiliated people. 

Humiliated them I Two or three centuries of humiliation and now, my fellow 

Americans , it is boiling over. It has come to a head like an abseess and now we 

are the victims of our mvn injustices. Maybe not our injusticel I don't think 

I ' ve b<>9n unjust to any Negro and perhaps you don 1t think you have, but way back, 

generation after generation, injustice was done and that hate has built up. The 

poverty of the spirit and the hate and the alienation and frustrations and now we 

must pay a price today. Can we ride this storm out? More importantly, can we . 
remedy the inequities and the injustices as we ride this storm out 7 I think 

that there is only one answer. The answer is that we must. We simply have to. 

I don ' t want to be a prophet of doom, dear friends, but there is a greater 

shortage of decent housing today for low income groups in America, despite 



everything we have done, then there was ten years ago. We built massive big 

hi ghways • We cut through cities and gene rally we cut through areas of the poor 

and we scattered the people . We haven't yet fi gured out how to be just about 

this . We condemn e. piece of property. We take s orne old person 1 s home - the only 

home they have eve r had --we give ~ them $12,000 and tell them to go ahead and get 

themselves another home, and they couldn't buy another one any place for less than 

~16,000.00 or $18 ,000 .00 and we call this justice. There are fewer Negro doctors 

today than there were 10 years ago. It is hard to get into a medical school. The 

standards are so high and this in e. nation that has the greatest health system 

and the greate st medical system in the world and yet, we are number 16th in infant 

mortality. If you are black , you have about one-half as good a chance to live to 

be age 65 as if you are white. These are the things that are boiling up around us 

here in America and, my fellow J\merice.ns and my friends in Christianity and my 

white friends , unless we do something e. bout this I think we are going to have 

troubles that we never dreamed possible . Thahk goodness, we are beginning to do 

something about this problem. The beginnings are very important. Now then, what 

is the role of the family? 

Vfua.t do we teach our people 7 I think that we over-emphasize government. We ex­

pect government to do things it cannot do and we expect schools to do things they 

cannot do . I told my students over e.t Mace.lester College that I didn't come there 

to be a policeman or a baby-sitter . I told them that I was not their mother and 

that I 'm not their father I'm~~~ your teacher and I'm not your disciplinarian, 

either . You should be grovm and at this point in your life old enough to do some­

thing with your life, and e.t least, have some manners. 

-lfl-

Family Life is the e.nswero You cannot build a strong society on top. You build 

it on the bottom. This is why e. society without e. religion and e. society without 

values is a hopeless society. Yle have three out of every five mothers in .America 

today as working mothers. I'm not opposed to that, but where are the day centers? 



·where are the children lei't, particularly if one is poor. What's wrong with 

this country? We want to help improve the condition of the black woman and 

particularly the condition of the black man. Many people say that the black 

family has broken to pieces and it has. In many instances, there is no man 

in the housP., they say. Well, our welfare laws have helped to crPate this kind 

of condition. But more importantly, what abrut the black mother? She has to 

leave her children to go to work in order to provide so as not to depend upon 

welfare . Where does she leave her children? I'll tell you where she leaves 

them - in the street. In this,the richest country in the world. It's wrongl 

If it were not for the fact that soJM of the churches are helping in this re­

gard , there wouldn't even be the few day ca.re canters that we do have. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, we have to do something about this. All the talk about 

family life comes to naught unless we do something. Let me give you another 

statistic to take home with you. There are more people living in Harlem, per 

sqaure mile, than anywhere else. You couldtake all the population of Amerioa, 

the 200million Americans and you could put them in the other four burroughs -

Qheens , the Bronx, Manhattan, and Brooklyn -- if the same density of population 

were to exist in these four burroughs as does exist today in Harlem. 

In other words, the density and population in Harlem is sohigh that all other 

200 million Americans could be put in New York City, if that same density pre-
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ve.iled . So, when you drive through Harlem as I have and I have been there plenty 

of times, and you see the dirt on the streets and the problems of orime, and the 

youth loitering on the corners, and you see all the evils of society, just remem-

bar that it is all compressed and intensified human activity. Move the who~ . 
country to Manhattan Island and you would see these same conditions in all the 

rest of Manhat t an. 

You cann~t have family life under these conditions. We are going to have to 
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re -mnke our c itie s i n t his country, at l east in s arne of the areas. I happen 

to believe the re is littl e hope for t his nation unless we can r estore a kind 

of family life . Citie s, the refore, have to be built for families. The park 

system has t o be judge d on the basis of how doe s i t fit the neighborhood f~mily. 

The trail s i n the pa r k should be for families, for Dad and Mother and for their 

child r en, and for the kids to go the re with thP- ir older brothers and fathers 

and t o be safe. I was pleased that someone thanked the police here this morn­

ing . This is most unusual these days • Let me say that I happen to believe that 

unless the public starts to support their policemen with something more than 

bumper sticke rs, we will not have anyone who desires to be a polic eman. And 

then we will r eally begin to have some troubles. We need good police officers 

and we nee d to pay t hem well. We also need good teachers and we need to pay 

them we ll. 

lfie must design our citie s for Mother and Father and the children, and yes, 

we need t o de sign our factories for Mother and Father. There isn't any rea­

son at a ll t hat i n the days to come that a large corporation could not provide 

a place not only for the man and woman who seeks to work, but also for the 

chi l dren of the men and women who must go there to work. Particularly, if 

they are of a low i ncome group, and I mi ght add, as I conclude, that the 

problems of thi s nati on are not just of the poor. Let us take a look at 

what ' s happening in our suburbs, particularly at wh at's hap t:ening in our 

middle income group. In Montgomery county in the State of Maryland is the 

highest per capita income in these United States and the greatest problem in 

the school s in that county today is dope. The us e of drugs. Heroin, not 

just mari~ju1ana, not just speed, but heroin and it is a major problem. 

Permissiveness. Everybody too busy for each other. 'Ihere is no substitute 

any place in the world for being needed and for being loved. Andi don't care 

what kind of a gove rnment you have. Liberal or conservative, Republican or 

Democ rat , socially concerned or not socially concerned; unless we are concerned 
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whe re the basic unit of social organization starts in our families there is 

nothing that can be done about government. 
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Government is not the father nor the mother. Neither is the te ucher. You 

shouldn't expect your schools to do your job. They have a job to do, to be 

sure. You shouldn 't expect the city fathers to be tm father of your children. 

These things have to happen in our home and I hope that this generation, my 

gsnero.tion, and the generation of my daughter and sons have leerned something 

from all this. I hope that the excesses of today are teaching us something, 

because if they are not, then there isn't much hop~. We must make a new start. 

We have to start right where it counts, when that new child first comes into 

the world . After all, what was it that has been said 1 "God 1 s testimony to His 

faith in the future is revealed with the birth of every new baby." If that is 

the case, then we do have a very special stewardship - those of us here that 

are the parents. I know for a fact that this is what the Knights and their 

Ladies think. There is much that needs to be understood and if we do under­

stand the pressuros of today upon the lives of today and tomorrow perhaps then 

we will do a better job than we have in the past. 

I end with the note that I am optimistic because I am one who thinks we have 

what it takes . We have a strong faith, we have a great country, we have a 

basically sound political system, and I think we have a social conscience 

t hat few other people in the world have manifested to date. And if we keep 

in mind tha.t whatever we do unto the least of these, ye do unto me also, then 

perhaps we will begin to live as God 1 s children in respect and in fellowship 

and in real love and affection, which is the only way in which any society can 

long endure . Thank ypu. 

Passion Sunday Breakfast at Hotel Leamington, .Mpls, Minnesota March 23, 1969. 
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HONORED GUESTS • TO BE SEATED AT RAISED TABLE 
. \ 

Past Grand Knights of our Henn-Hpls Council 

Leo Reuder. 5308 Grand Avenue South 
Bernard J. Mulcahy, 3816 Pillsbury ATenue 
Leo P. Roth, 4437 Prospect N., Milwaukee, ~vis 
Pat w. Colbert, 1308 w. 73rd Street 
Roger A. Boushor, 6005 Eden Prairie Road, Apt. 110 
Joseph Moskalik, 2817 Glenwood Avenue 
James G. Butler. 5016 Edinbrook Lane 
o. Jack Talbot, 2946 Xerxes Avenue N. 
Sylvester Thom, 6314 Franee Avenue South 
Frank Totzke, 4051 Pleasant Avenue 
James E. Stewart, 3659 Girard Avenue N. 
Ted Francis. c/o Colwell Press 
Frank Fudaii, 2025 Argonne Drive 
Ernest W. A'ndresen, 3037 Georgia Avenue 
Frank Ce1usnak, 4111 Upton Avenue North 
Ray F. Sheehan, 1624 St.Oroix Circle 
E. John Abdo, 112 West Minnehaha Parkway 
Herman Ratelle, 6716 Arrowhead Pass 
George Viol'ette, 1322 N. E. Firth St. 
Robert D. Norgren. 2512 Humboldt Avenues. 
Lawrence F. · Gebro, Cottage Grove, llinn. 
William Chapnan, as l~th Avenue N • E. 
Edward P.Hudoba, 3614 Zenith Avenue N. 
Victor DeJarlais, 3408 Portland South 

HEAD TABLE GUESTS 

John Hoban, State Deputy, Minnesota Knights of Columbua 
Lawrence Sierzant, District Deputy, Minn. K. of c. 

Grand Knight 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1941-1942 
1943-1944 
1944-1945 
1946-1947 
1947•1948-
1949-1950 
1950-1951 
1951-1952 
1952-1953 
1943-1954-
1954-1955 
1955-1956 
1956-1957 
1958-1959 
1959-1960 
1961-1962 
1961-1962 
1962-1963 
1963-1964 
1964-1965 
1965-1966 
1966-1967 

Frank Hill, State )(aster. llinn. 4thDegree. K. of c. of St. paul 
Francis Duquette, Faithful Navigator, 4thDegree, Nicollet .Assembly 
Monsigner P. Wm. Coates_, Pastor, Ascension and Council Chaplai». 
His Excellency. Leo a. Byrne_, Archbishop of St. Paul and llpls 
Hubert H. Humphrey. former Vice-president (Guest speaker) 
Toastmaster: William Farrell 
Frank Brown. present Grand Knight, Henn-Mpls Council 435, K. of c. 
Harold Boerboam, Chairman of Passion Sunday Communion Obs. Committee 
Leo P. Jahnke_, Deputy Grand Knight, Henn-Mpls Council 435, K. of c. 
Father Fleming, pastor, Chur~ of St. Olaf. 
Doaver for His Emcellenoy (?) 
James Campbell of Shakopee, State Secretary_, .Minn. K. of Ce 

(Campbell to make tape recording of MP.-HKmphrey's talk). 

Born 
5=30-96 
7•11-93 
2-4-05 
2-17-98 
8-7-90 
10-7-96 
9-7-05 
3-23-04 
2-12-00 
7-28-00 
11-27•20 
5-7-93 
1-23-08 
1-21-13 
7-2-13 
ll-29-18 
6-23-12 
7-24-23 
2-23-06 
1-31-28 
12-30-06 
11-1-02 
3-4-15 
6-28-01 

Born 7-2 -519 
Born 8·4-17 

Born 8-l-05 
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