
REMARKS 

of B 'nai B 'rith in the opening speech of my campaign for the 

Presidency of the United States. 

( In ttlil-speech I discussed what I considered to be :;1..e of 

the two principal issues of the campaign --the issue of racial 

justice in America. 

[ I asked this question: Shall we --as a nation --move 

forward toward one society of opportunity and justice ... or 
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Lshall we abandon this commitment out of fear and prejudice 

and move instead toward a fractured and separated society --

black against white, rich against poor, comfortable agajJlst 

the left -out? 

/._The campaign has ended., The Presidency has changed 

hands. But this question still prevails ... with an intensity 

even greater than when I raised the issue last September . 

.. ... 

LA little more than a year ago, the National Advisory 

Commission on Civil Disorders --the Kerner Commission -­

released its historic report and recommendations./on the first 

anniversary of this report, Urban America and the Urban 

Coal it ion released a study, One Year Later, which evaluated 

our progress to date in meeting the goals of the Kerner Commission. 
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This appraisal stated that: 

/-Pov~rty remains a pervasive fact of life ... and the 

continuing disparity between this poverty and the general 

affluence remains a source of alienation and discontent. 

"--Ghetto schools continue to fail. The small amount 

of progress that has been made has been counterbalanced 

by a growing atmosphere of hostility and conflict in many 

cities. 

"--At present, there are no programs that seriously 

threaten the continued existence of the slums." 

And as the Kerner report had warned a year earlier, 

the study concluded: "For a year later, we are a year closer to 

being two societies, black and white, increasingly separate and 

scarcely less equal. " 
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L.l was distressed at the meager attention given this 

important evaluation when it was released six weeks ago., 

For this report outline~ as did the Kerner Commission before 

i) the specific actions which must now be taken in America 

to reverse this alarming pattern of social disintegration. 

&Jl We ~t unde~tand the dimensions of our basic challenge:--
to achieve not only equity in opportunity but equity in results. 

And equity in r~ts refers to very concrete goals --the right 

to a job at decent pay, the right to an adequate income if one 

cannot work
1 

the right to an education which releases rather 

than destroys human creativity, the right to decent housing 

in safe neighborhoods, the right to good health care and 

sufficient nutrition. 
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L The accumulated wrongs and deprivations of generations 

cannot be swept away overnightL_But this obvious fact must 

not become an excuse for making anything less than the 

maximum effort to do as much as we can --now. 

l We hear a lot these days about not promising more than we 

can deliver --about not raising peoples' expectations over 

society's capacity to remedy long -standing injustices1 All 

of this is wise and prudent talk ... up to a point. I 
--Up to the point of permitting such sentiments to become 

rationalizations for doing less than the absolute maximum 

of what we are capable of doing. 

--Up to the point =s approach suggests to the 

American people that these terribly urgent and difficult problems 

can be solved without considerable sacrifice and commitment 

on their part. 
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~ 
--And up to the point~ we believe our basic error __ , 

has been in saying to the American people that all should --
share equitably in the wealth a~ortunity of this nation ... 

and forgetting tha~ in fac~ ou~asic error has been the 

protracted failure to mobilize the resources and energies of 
~ 

this country to reach this goal. 

(Let's face one fact squarely: television and advertising 

will do the job of raising peoples • expectations, regardless 

of what the government may do or what our political leaders 

may say.[!ut it is the special responsibility of government and 

our political leadership to make the decisions and generate 

the support and confidence that wi II get this job done_ 

L On the basis of the Administration's reductions of the 

federal budget in critical domestic areas, --cities, education, 

health care, the Job Corps and the poverty program -- I can 
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only conclude that they fail to grasp the urgency of our 

present circumstances ... and that they are profoundly 

mistaken in believing that gradual ism and patience are -
sufficient in these days of crisis. • 

/.The Administration's confusing and often contradictory 

performance over the enforcement of existing civil rights 

statutes, moreover, can only create the most serious doubts 

about ;Jij basic commitment to healing the divisions and 

eradicating the inequities of this society, 

To illustrate briefly: 

L The same day that the NAACP Legal Defense Fund went 

into Federal Court over the Pentagon's refusal to demand 

equal hiring and housing practices by three textile companies, 
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the Justice Department sued a textile mill for precisely these 

viol at ions of federal law., 

~And the Administration announced its intention to fire 

Clifford Alexander
1 

the Chairman of the Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission) the day after Minority Leader Dirksen 

threatened Alexander with replacement for allegedly "harrassing" 

employers who are violating the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

As you know, Mr. Alexander has now resigned his position 

as Chairman, rather than submit to dismissal under these 

most unfortunate circumstances. 

As one of the principal authors of this legislation, I want 

to commend Mr. Alexander for his faithful and fair conduct of 

his responsibilities. And I think the vocal advocates of law and 

order in this society should recognize the severe damage that 
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~~ 
is wrought by wtt efforts to intimidate pub I ic officials who 

are only exercising their statutory duties in a responsible 

and effective manner. 

The inconsistency of this record --the marked disparity 

between words and deeds --will only encourage those elements 

in our society which seek to perpetuate racist policies in job~ 

housing, education and public services generally,. 

~The time has arrived for those groups I ike the Anti -Defamation 

League to demand publicly that our civil rights laws be enforced 

to the letter. 

"Any other course by the federal government can only deal 

a grevious blow to this nation's efforts to root out the bigotry 

and racism which increasingly threaten to divide this land and 

people. 

J • ... 
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In the course of the Presidential campaign another 

issue arose of overriding importance: the issue of control! ing 

the strategic arms spiral which threatens the survival of all 

mankind. 

£ Congress and the American people are now faced with 

a basic decision: Will we accede to the backlogged requests 

of the military for an entirely new generation of offensive 

and 
0
defensive strategic nuclear weapons ... or wi II we attempt 

to negotiate with the Soviet Union an end to the nuclear arms 

race and thereby open the door for a far greater mobilization 

of America's resources in the cause of humanity, both at -
home and abroad? 

" The opening skirmish in this struggle over national 

priorities will be fought over money for the initial deployment 



00047\ 

-II-

of the Safeguard anti-ballistic missile system. But this debate 

is only indicative of the more fundamental decisions that must 

o(: = be reached in the coming year over military spending. ---@ 
One thing is certain: the process of shifting sigrrtficant 

sums of federal money from works of war to works of peace '-«~ 

, t,.,,...... ' •. ' .,_ 
will not be easy._ 6J~7J'f_8tll•'*--,1 ~ r ... ••( ... 

, .. ,.... ll-' 
_,.,,.- - -

Every positive advance in nuclear arms control has been 

opposed by powerfu I members of Congress and segments of the - -
military and defense establishment~ q• · S(~gre~ments 
reached with the Soviets concerning the freezing or reduction 

H'P'•If/ .,.~ 
of our strategic weapons will almost certainly be k1ifFit_.;._...._. p ~ 
agatn. 

But unless this battle is won, the outcome of subsequent 

encounters to secure additional resources for cities, for education, 

for health care, for jobs and housing, and related activities 
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wi II be largely decided -- in the negative --even before the 

issues get to Congress. 

L Our military budgets will continue to expand; our domestic 

allocations will becorre proportionately smaller. This is 

precisely the outcome of P Ji ' iiilli1ts recent cutbacks in 

the federal budget. 

Lwe now have the chance to reverse this traditional 

pattern if we focus oar efforts on ending the insanity of the 

needs. 

This is our opportunity in this moment of crisis and challenge ... 

Can we now summon the courage and faith so clearly demanded by 

the times? 

# # # 
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1 I \ !!l:i-L SC:I/\.RY: Ladies and gentlemen, may I have 
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2jil 
~j 3 . 

your attcn"·.ion~ '> 1.ease? I r)id you v1elcomc to the luncheon. 

Before I introdurc f·.(-, r , p-qests on the dais I vJOuld like to 

4 invite an behalf of tbe New York Chanter of the 1\.DL, to 

5 invite alJ the woMen to a ica at 3 o'clock, to run fr8m 3 to 

6 5. Tr.is invitation is extended by Mrs. John Gol<h-m ter, the 

7 President c;f the fJev1 Yorlz Homen of ADL. You '\!Jill all be 

8 together, alJ the w;,mf.: n, there will be no men nresent 

9 except nayhe Larry Pei:rez. 

10 (Laup-hter) 

11 I hope that is a warning for all of you. The 

12 reception will be in ~be Rird Caf e. 

13 I now prcse~t to you the guests on the dais. 

14 Beginninr at the ext rclfc left, Judge David Rose, Boston, 

15 l-1as sacr usct t s. 

16 (Annlause) 
·. 

17 The Executive Vice President of B'Nai B'Rith, 

18 Rabbi Jay K£tufman. 

19 (AnPlause) 
• 

20 The Treasurer of the ADL, Ricbard Lederer. 

21 ( '\nnlause) 

22 The dj_stinr•uisherl. p-entleman _, former. Secretary 

23 of Agriculture, Orville Free~an. 

24 (Applause) 

25 President of B'Nai D'Rith Women, Mrs. Michael 

• • -~Al PfPORTERS, INC. 
II 
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l li Shapiro. 
~ ! 

2 
it 
'I I, 

(Applause) 

3 

" 
!I The head of the Program Division, ational 

:\ )I 

··n I ~ 
,I 
I! 

Commiosioner of ADL, Samuel Deloimer. 

.. - I 
, l I 

I, 
(Applause) 

I· 
c II On my rl[Tht, NationC\1 D1.rcctor of the Anti-

'/ Defamation Lcn~uc, Benjamin Epotcin. 

8 ' ; I 
:t 

I 
(Anplo.uoe) 

9 ! The very distinguished former Attorney General 

JIJ of the United Staten_, namscy Clark. 

(Applause) 

Prcoident of tGe Inte1~ntional B'N~i B'Rith, Dr. 

I J 
l'filliam T'Ie xl e r. 

l ;: 
(Appln.usc) 

' ~ 
Honorary Chairrmn, former National Cho.iroon of 

' the 
I 

ADL Com:nisnion for ten yearn, i-11'e Henry Schultz. 
•' i 

-L. i I' 
I' (Anplausc) II 

]. 0, I 
I 

!: I Hlll find out l'lhO this fcllot·J is on my right 

1.9 II 

tl 
t' 

and I 1r1ill introcluce him later. 
~~c i 

(illu["htcr) 
2]_ I, 

You knoll in all politic!'.l campaigns, the people 

\'tho are in'rol ved with the canclidv.tec, in addition to trying 

to give him a measure of truth of t-Ihe.t is going on, hns to 

t provide a. certain amount of enthusiasm a.nd cortt'ldonco. Part 
2~ ·,J! 

" 1: of the job is. to keep telling the candidn.tc he is far in 
!J 

; · .~ t. ~EP · JRTfR S, IN·- t: 
it :, 

i 
I 

I 
t~ 
I 
I 

I 
i 
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il 
II 1 front, he in moving along great. 

I· 

~· I 

il 
I: 

. ;) I 

:\ I' II 

It is like the story of the prizefiehter some 

of you ma.y remember, uho after one or tl<JO rounds, \·to. a rather 

4 II bloody and ;)attcrcd, ond he co.mc to h1.n corne't" on l·robbly 
II 

,_ 
<- knceo and h:l.s mo.nnrcr said to him, "You are doing (!;rent, he 

,, in not layinc; n rrlovc on you. II And the prizefighter 
I 
lo 

r 
I I 

I 
o.nrn'lcred_, 11I-:cep you r eye on the referee, bccnuoc oc:;:~cbody is 

I 

e lr 
'I II 

kicking hell out of me." 
I - I' 
I' 
\I 
;I 

( T.Augh tor. ) 

,f'\ li 
I ' 

I have B feeling that our e:ueot today may find 
' 

himself in that nonition occao:tona.lly, thi nking abont some 

l . months past. 

Re hf!.ppens to be the nation's bent lmmm collere 

" professor. 

(Applause) 

And r.1y guess is th!l.t he ln certainly one of the 

l ',' I ' 

i, best . 
l - ' 

.L 1 I 
I 
•' ,, jl 

'• 

n -
' • I 

'),.' 
(....;(_J II 

;211; 
' I 
II 

H 

(Ap plause) 

Dut tLn.t i~ only a te nn"orary career, bcco.use, 

as you knmv, this fSCntlermn is accuotomed to mn.king history 

rather than teaching it. For millions of Americana he 

remains the emb odinent of the liberal progressive credo. 

vTe will never forget his lcac crBhip and enormous contribu-

tions to Civil Rights and humtln ncedo o.e Mayor of 
f)~· '1 
. ) '1. 

. Hinneanapolio, Senator fro"'l Minnesotn, Vice President of the j, 
il 

• " EP O TfRS, I :. d 
I 

I 

i 
I 
I 
j· .. 
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" United States and as candidate for the United States 

preoidcncy. 
3 
:\, 

r 
I Tl1cre t·:ao a story told to us a.t a. meeting in 

4 
Net-1 Yorlt recently b:'f Senator 1-ius!cic. The story doocribed 

5 Ji 
!. 
!i the r&ther tyu:lcal attitude of' the people in Maine. It t·.ra.s 

'..J I 
ll ,. 
' ,I 

the story of tho touriot t·:ho t·mn goinc; through Nalne and he 

I ., 
I 
II came to o. junction and one road led rir.ht a.nd one led left, 

8 I 
I' I 

'J li 
and both ro~.':: s hnd a. ·h ig nirg1 oayi ng 11To Portlr-.nd. " The 

it tourist, rather puzzled, turnect to a rooident of the orea. 
1() ,. 

!. and so.id, ':Doon it IT'nl:c any difference uh'lch rood I to.lw?" 

! 1. 1: 

• " I 
And the nan anmmred, 11Not to nc," 

J . 

j_ 1 

, r, 

-I 

-. ') 
.Ld 

1

·, 

·! 

(L[l.nghter) 

Hubert Hur.mhrcy \Jould never gi vc that 1-::ind of 

an ans\..rer. He \·Jould be deeply concern en a. bout trying to 

figure out whc.t vmuld be the bcot road to tnlcc to~·rn.rdo a.ny 

given goal. 

(Applause) 

He haa been a friend of Mine for long, long 

~,S 1: years . I thinl: he is a man that inspires enormous nffcction 

' 
') i: and loyalty and admiration. He has hecn honored ~ny tLmcs 

,. 
r 

I' 

?r 
by .the Anti-Defarr.a.tion League. To us he rcr:ains a good mo.n. 

(1 ·?: h 
r 

Today he h::m.ors us once ago, n by n.ddrcssing us .. 

- f, 
So wi th a real eensc of privilcr.;e and pride~ ·I prcncnt to 

... 

,.L you our f'riend. art1culate heo..d of the Democratic. Party, 
20 4l I 

.,
1 

Hubert H. !-'fuY:'phrey. 
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{A standing ovn.tion) 

MR. HUJiPHREY: Thanh: you very much my :friend, 

· ' Dore Schary, and to all of our distincuishcd gu~oto thio 
~. i· 
;L , verbal hello, po.rt:tculnrly to Bill Uexlcr and !·1rno Phapiro, 

I 

·~ ;. my old frienr1 Henry Schultz and Ben Epstein and my former 

h ,, acsociatco in the Cabinet, Ramsey Clark. nnd Orville Freeman. 

You notice hmT o..t peace they both lool;. Hy, 

F$ I' l>Jhat a joy it in to be a free op:i.ri t. Pn.rticulo.rly in the 

I 
l :j :· 

-,-

,'.t.,l 

. ) 

- I 

o I 

-'- ) 

spring. 

(Laughter) 

And j_t arpP.ars ue>. are r:o"lnr to have plenty of 

chance to be free spjrits thiG sprj_nr,. 

(L:\ur-htcr) 

I don't \·lant you to read anything into that a.t 

all. 

Dore, I'm oorry I \-·m.s unable to be \·11th you 

Saturday night. Or chould I say I t·ras not pri viJ.egec.l to 

be with that great audience that herald you on Snturc1e.y 

I' 
..,_ ':} 

I in a testimonial to thj_s rreat ran vho hao e;ivcn oo much of 

' I o 

himself and of h~ s trenendoua talent to the cn.nse of aocie.l 

1 justice anc1 to hnman dit;nity in the United ~ta.tcs and 
•' 

' throughout the HClrld. I ,just \1Unt to o.dd my ot1n little 

~rz, if testimonial to ttJe many 
li 

that t·Tcre already giveno I connidcr 

I') II I' it high honor an<l. rare privilec.c to f:Jhn.re in- your - a 
~ c: .. 

i friendship. It is one of tho richest r;ifts nnd one of the 
I 

'! 

. 
I 
I 
I·. 

I 
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I. 

l " ! 

·: 
most generous gifts a man could ever receive, and I think 

i 

<) 

our country is ever indebted to you for the \'JOrk you have 

undertaken or the great things that you hnve accomplished. 

But more importantly for your daring, your courage and your 

zest for \·Ihrttever you do. 

I just feel I am a. lucky fellm·1. That's the 

advantaee of be:tnr in rub lie life, if only for a \·Ihilc. You 

( ' 

t) 

I! get to meet such t·Ionderful people an Dore Schary and his 

wife, and I tw.nt to say hml much I appreciate the privilege 

}0 
of knm::ing both of them. 

One of our first times together, not the first 
I 

I r. I 

..1.!' 'I 

1 
but one, ,_,;as Nhen \'1C \''ere sit tine in the bleachers in Tel 

l o I· 

Aviv in Israel on Independence Dn.y in 1957. It 1f1as hot but 

it \'las \·:onderful. He had a grent chnnce to <.rioit then 

..l L.l 

about many things in that troubled part of the world. 

Today I \·rant to talk to you a. little bit, not 

l '7 

so much about the \•sorld trouble beyond our front1cro or 
l ('• ' 

borders 3 but about some of the thinco that have been going 

.L9 
j, 

J. 
30 I 

on here in our otm country. It hao been snid that I o.m a 

I 
: 
I teacher once again. There are those t-1ho doubt that but I 

; ~ J :. 
I at least have the title. I have many peopl~ who eny to me, 

''Hot-~ do I address you, 1·shat do I call you? 11 I eo.y, "Hell, 
t. 

II 
I 

just keep it clean.~~ that'o all." Then I give them a. variety 

of choices. Then I say I \·rould just like to oe kn01m as 

Mr. Humphrey or to my friends as Hubert. There comeo a time 

' ;. TLR>. 1~'-. 'I 

I ,._ 
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I 

I 

1 II in your life vihen it is .iuot e;ood to be n plain citizen. I 
II 

1: 
2 'I I· 

I' 
';;: d 

• CJ 
,, 

think being a citizen of the United States of America is 

about as good a title as you can geto 
.,. " 

/' 
I have heen doing a little teaching, I just came 

b beck from 0. visit in the Neu England ote..tes. I did not 

1\ 

6 II 
il start the trouble at Harvard, I tm.nt you to knm1, nor did I 

' 

" I' settle it • ry . I 

I 
,, 

8 I 
10 

(Lau(!;hter) 
,, 

() But Iwas at r.nT and I t1ao up at the University 

!. 

1 ,~. 
_, ,_, 

I' 
of Massachusetts at Amherst. Some of you knm·z I served as 

I ~ a. member of the Board of Trustees at Brandeis University 

•! 

. ' and had the rare privilege of bf:':l.ng asoociated \1/i th Norris 

l ~ Aberman, a gentlem~.n that I co'1s i der to be one of the 

' 
Jt~ I· gifted and \·Jondcrful peoDlc of our country. 

j. 

I . ' I So I am ha ving a rood time, I get ('. chance to 
' 

-~- r, look at the University from the ~~nagcment point of vie1.1, 

I 

} ;( I from the faculty point of vie\·1 and the studcn point of viel'J, 
I 
jl 

I (' 

and I am here to tell it is rough from any point of viel'l I· 
- you 

I 
,(' 

-'- · , you ~1ant to take. I \vns busy v1ith a. young potentin.l student 1 

li 

?C 1 the other day and I said to him, "Hhat do you plan to to.ke?n 

I· 
i- ,tl I 

I· 
.~ ' li 

r~ ~i 

He said, "I haven't decided '\.<Jhether it is the Admin· strati on 

Building or the Lihrary. 11 

(Laughter) 

So you can see what is ~oing on. -r wish it waG 

• !" ' 

· ·' 
11 

all just in f.un, but I am afraid there is more to 1 t than 
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It tells us a great deal about \·that is happening on 

our campuses. It tells us a great deal of the troubles and 

?:) ' I 

:'· ll torment in the tmrld today, and also it is going to tell us 
t;' !. 

" · n little bit a.bout hou v:e determine the difference beh1een 
!i I h 

it diaocnt vii th a purpooc and dissent ui th no purpose other 
I 

"' I' 
i, than deotrnction. 

'7 li 
1: He are going to have to decide that o.nd t1o o.re 

c il 
i! going to hnve to find out hmT \'Je come to that conclusi on, 

s j' 

I' the process \"Ie follov1 and hoH \'Te handle each situation. I 
~ 0 :1 

· don 1 t think \1e really knm-1 yet. But I do think that He 

I 

1
' knm1 what is happening can not lonr continue uithout great 

1 ? 

damage to the very fabric of a free society, t·Thich 1 o the 

right of freedom of inquiry, excellence in education and 
J/ ,, 

' the intellectual freedom in a clima te of rcaoon and 

restraint, Hhich should be the prevailing clirnn.tc of c 

:i 'l i: university or a college campuo. 
I 

I 

it \vell, I didn't cor.1e here to talk to you about 
1;3 I! 

II 
J ~ 1 that . It is just part of our trouuleo. I t·:ant you to knou 

I 

I 
~ 0 :: that I am very a\·mre of 1 t and it is tied up t-Iith all we 

speak of here today, troubled times. Vietnam is still with 

' us. We still search for anst.·Jera and they are not eanily 
') ,-. , 

"' ) , ~ . ) 

come by. The Czechoslovakian crisis deepeno. The problema 

,. 
<·.:1 :· in Korea are intensified.. The danger 1e·1el in the t· orld ia 
r:::,·_ I 

I 

~continuinc to rise. The Middle East is a cauldron of 
(~' ;__, 

' 
' 

1 trouble. !t 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I ·~ 
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\! 

1 II Again some of you knm1 I have travelled from 

li 
0 
r~ 

one end of the cotmtry to the other talking to audiences 
! 

:~ I. about some of the requirements of the State of Israel in 

4 the Niddle East., and also hopefully talking soma senoe 

5 about the poenibilitieo of a settlement in that troubled ,, 
,i 
I 

G !: area. I do it because I believe that there is o. need for 

36 

r, I! a public undcrstandine in this country of \'lhat io going on. 

e 1
1 Terrorism haa becor.1e a pattern of international and 

1 national conduct and yet we don •t quite knmt hou to dcol 
I 

lU v.rith ito 

There are the quick critics of the State of 

1 Israel vJho c:ondel"m her 1vhen she counterattacks and even 

) though one's emotions for tt:e moment may say \'Ihy did they 

· do it, I have to constantly keep in mind if I \•mre in the 

J .- government of tho.t country, h·::m conld I long sur vi vc and 

ask for the respect of the peop1e if I didn't provide them 

1 '7 I 
I with some protection. 

• 1 . , 
j, 

.!..t 

I 
The Middle Fast is on the et,enda of this nntion 

' 
(' I: 

I a.s well as others and peace in that part of the world is 

~~ 0 
,, of more importance, I think, to the long term safety of this 

r 
,, 

""' - country and of the free world and of the whole world# ours 

",, 
c~ 1 and the Soviet Union, than any particular area and any 

! 

2 :_, 1. particular development in any area of the \'TOrld. 
r ,, 

2.1. ' ( ) - · 11. Applause 

. . ;;· 

Cr R. t R$ , Jf- - • 
j l 

:. 
I 

I ·have taken the time on other occasions to talk 

i ' I • 
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1 

about \'That I think are the essential elements for a just 

and ab ding peace or enduring peace in that area. I juot 

11 -vrant to ma1te_ one quick comment, I do this becaune I was 

' just advised here about some of the thines that tr nspired 
) ' 

,, 
I 

j •. 
I· 
I 

10 

here in the conference thus fur. 

I knmr ancl you knm1 our national v-1ill participate 

in a four pm·:er conference. There are many doubts ao to 

uhat that conference cC~n nroducc, if anyth1n(!;. It \'1111 

produce but one thing. The insistence to the end of the 

stated beligerancy in the Middle East on the part of the 

nation of Israel and possibly a clioatc of some degree of 

rationo.li ty and restrnint 't;IOuld ensue. If that happens then 

the possibility of bi-lateral ner.otiationn for settl ement 

of other areas in dispute miftht be possibleo 

So there ere some thingo that t-1e can do. Hhat 

' 
·· is most important and 't·Jhy I mention it. is thin: He must not 

..L 

1 let these matt~rs beco:ne special projects of juot thooe of 

L:; ,, us in this roomo There is a battle on for men' o mindn all 
i 
I 
I 

20 p over the l>rorld about everythin(!;, and there is a bnttle on 
II 

:_;_' 
1 in this country right noH for public opinion about the 

I 
I 

j-. 
I 

! 
1• Middle East. And every person in this room ·has an obligation ! 

~; i 

,- r. :· to talk to others besides just yourzclf, your mother, your 
~ ·-

ti father, your sinter or your brother. Tall~ to your neighbor, 
~-~· ..... 

I 

I 
2.~.: 1t get some reasonable, understandable discusoion of t·7ho.t is 

·•. I 

. ' ·oPn .. , I : .: - ~ ~ going on before a public opinion has solidified and the 

government t h en responds to a public opinion. 



ii 

" 
!' 

1 ii I t-7111 only summarize by eo.ying this, there 

C) i 
(,, II 

never has heen a friendly or even-handed policy in 
,, 
j. 

0 
'.l, 

I, .. ,, the Middle Fast unless the President of the United States 

I.J. ji made 1 t so.. That • s i·Iherc 1 t comen from, there t-Toulcl ho.ve 

been no recognition 1·1ithout Harry Trwnan. Not-r, you put tho.t , 

. 
t) I 

dmm. Sixteen I nerved vrith ti1is rovcrnment a long time. 
I 

7 I. 
II years in the Senate, four years in the Cabinet, and I am 

<1 li here to tell you Hi thout r'1cn like Harry Truman and D\·11ght 

9 Eisenhm·1er, and our beloved Precidcnt John Kennedy, o.nd 

0 ~ r- Lyndon Johnson, there VIOuld have been no even-handed, and 

1 :~ · that 1 s \'lha t it has Lecn, a fair and even-handed policy in 

..!.~- 1 the Middle East. Israel knet·r she had a reasonable, 

responsible fr::.cnd tn the Hhitc House and in the ~overnment, 

-:_,< a.nd you better maice sure that it continues and I think it 

\'1111 . 

.0 (Applause) 

0 
I 

l ' I' Nm1, that's the hors d 9 oeuvrcn. I dicL'"lot really i 

,I 
I . 
' . 

_. _V plan to say that to you, I deci~ed to toss that ino I 

~ , .... 
·' i always do the.t. nut you have n little time today nnd so do 

• 
I, I'm not that rushed any more • Even \·;hen I was rushed you 

got more than you could take. 

?2 (Laughter) 

0 I vms ~lust vis:tting vrith Bill Hexler anrl Henry 

-
r Schultz about my 'r~_ si t herein September. Last September I 

r.:.. 
··, ;- :) ·· addressed the Biennial Convention of Tl 1 Nai B'Rith.. It was 

• ( t 
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the opening speech in the sense of my campaign for the 

Preoiclency of the United States., I'm sorry that I didn't 

do better but a.t least you gave me a good oendoff. It was 

in that speech that I discusocd '!:1ht\, t I conn1dercd to be 
i 

the one or nt leaot one of the tt·JO basic and principal isaueo i 

of the no.tiona.l campai Gn, n.nd lool{ing upon the campaign as 

:· an opportun tty to educate ns \•tcll an to get votes, I 
I 

J I 

j; dis cussed t he :1.souc of ro.c:tal ,iuntice in A'nerico.. 
I 

r. I; 
!i 
i, Nm·I, i .t is r;cttin[ mor e difficult to discuss 

~ CJ 4 ., 
!' this tssue vJeck t\.fter l1Cek and J'flOnth aftor month because 

I_ 

there are so many in our country t hat are beginning ·to g17e 

up, to say that even the achievements of yesterday me nt 

' nothing, that the nld Givi.l Righto con.11 t1on no longer means 
1 ,; 
-· · -

- r 
j 

_L ( ' 
l' 

., 

anything, that there is another (Troup that says tJell 11 no 

one appreciates \·That you do anyhmro 

Thm there is en other e:roup that says troll, 

look at the extremists, the Militants, et cetera, ~nd I am 

here to tell you viith o.ll of that loose tall~ and the degree 

1
' of truth, I suppose, in each and every obscrvation:t thnt 

,, 

the issue of racial justice is still the unsolved isoue of 

this nation, and thr::re ls no room for retrea.t. You cun not 
,... .. 

turn back, you can not heco:ne dinrouro.ged, you can not in 

any 1t1ay let the extreni!::ts of ric;ht or left take hold and 

, .. t:; --~~ 
. ·•. _, ·I. 

control. 

' ~ ~ 
(Applause) 
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1 So I asked the question of th t wonderful 

2 audience, o.nd I really bn.ned my i'Ihole campaign on this 

queotion.') and I am proud that I did soo He tall<:ed it out, 

Orville, Ramsey~ myself and other no I sa.id, "Shall \'Je as 

~ a. no.tion 11 
-- a.nd I quote exactly from that address -- "move 

G ., forward toHa.rdn one ~:>oclety of opportunity c.nd juotice or 
I 

I 

7 I 
II 
I 

8/; 
9 I 

shall t·re o.bnndon thtn comrrr1.ttmcnt out of fear and prejudice 

a.nd move inoteo.c1 toHo.rdo a fractured and separated society, 

black againot ;·I hi tc:, rich arainst poor, comforto.blf: against 

II 
10 1 the left out?" 

~l li Thn.t is still the issue. The campaign ended, 

12 the presidency has changed hands, but the question, thi s 
,. 
,, 

j_::J , fundamental question still prevnils, c.md I might add \'11th 

l ~l. an intensity even Greater than t"Jhen I r< toed the im:me last 

... ; 
- ".J September. 

1 • _t Nm1, a little more than a year ago the No.tional 

l7 I' Advisory Commisnion on Civil D!sordern released ito very 
;• 

I: - ( I. important recommendations. On the first rumiverc~ry of 

-, j ' ,: 
,I 
t: 

this report, Urban 1\.merica., one of our foundation groups, 

20 and the Urban Coalition, released a study entitled 110nc 

~J 1 Year Later. 11 

il 

That study evaluated our pr_ogress to date 

'Y; I in meeting the goals and the recommendations of the 

Commission and this appraisal stated some things l·Ti th 

-~4 1 unbelievable candor and franlmcso. 
'.s.;: 

I. quote, "Povei.~ty remains a pervas1 ve :fact of 

·) 

!'lP' HRS ' I. 

i 
t· 
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I• 

ii 
l II 

!I 
' 

life nnd the continuing disparity bett1een this poverty and 
i 

2 " I. 
i: 

the general affluence remains a source of alienation ann 
,, 

rt ll <I 

\ 1: 
·' 

d1ocontent. Ghetto r.chools continue to fl111. The s r.o.rtll 
.. , I ,, o.mount of progreso V1nt hn.o been made hao been counter-

r , 
• J b lanced by o. grouj_nr; atmoophere of hostility and conflict 

6 i 
" in mn.ny cities. At prenent 11 

-- and linten to thin, one 

7 li 
H 

e '' I II 
'j q 

i 
q :.c ; 

yeo.r later -- "at f)rcoent thcr0 nre no programo tho.t 

seriously t hreaten the continued oxiotcnce of the olumo." 

L:1d i cs a nd gentlemen, uhen I re d the.t:> o.nd by 

il the way, I thinl';: 1.t received all too little attention, I was 
li , , 1· 
:I reminded of' the CDm..r:1ission report and Nho.t it ho.d uarned n. 

1. year earlier, o..nd then th'is study ono yeo.r lnter said, for 
- ,.... !' 

' 

l_ I_ 

I, 
- ! ,.. l! 

a year later ~:e are a year closer to being tHo societies, 

blaclt and v:hi te:; increasingly separntc and scarcely leas 

' equal . 
lO I 

N01:1, there are some peo!JlC who \'rant it that way. 
, ,., 
-· ' 

I, Some in the black community and SO'!'ne -tn the l1hitc community. 
1f. I; 

1, They are very limited in number hut very dcnund1ng and very 
l? ! :r 

1 militant . ,, They are tl1c on eo, if you please, that indulge 
2 r) ;. 

I: in all forms of extremist action. They arc the ones, if 11e 
2:L 

1 
do not water· oEtJt that \'1111 frishtcn us O.\·JD.y from the 

I 
r 1 (""\ I~ 
C. t~ 

i· ramparts that ">'70 ought to be guarding and frighten uo B.\'tay 

?. ·~ i· 
i' 

c;. r~l 
~- ·~ 

from the HOrk ~·Je ought to be doing. 

-I said thD.t I NaB distressed to see the meager 

1: attention givQn th:ts il!lportant eva.luat:l.on. For this report 

\ 
I 
I 
l 
I 

I 
' I 

' 

I·· 
I 

I 
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42 il 
i! l I! outlined, just as the Commission had done 
1: 

2 before, apccific actions which now must be taken in America 

II 
.3 i• to reverse thin alarming pattern of social disintogre.tion, 
:\- !• 
; " jl 

4: li a.nd t·te have an alarming pattern of:' it., ladies and gentlemen .. 
il 
ol 

5 11 nut I think t·rc must alno undcrntand the d1meno1ono of our 
·I 

( , 
1
11 ~ basic challenge nnd the dimension is oimply thio: To achieve 

'I 

7 I not only equity o:? opportunity but equity in rcoulto. 

8 ITmt, cqui ty and opportun1.ty in not cnouQ:h f'or 
. 

9 
. 
I' 
I thoae peroono in our society -vrho for yearn ho.ve been denied 
I • 

10 ii 

" 
opportunity. I used to tall: e. e;rca.t deal o.bout tho qunli ty 

I 
ll ,, of' opporttmity and then I realized just t-Iha.t a fraud that 

l .2 
I 
i' 
j. 
I 

\'Hl.S. Beca.use \·lhen people have b<'Cn denied co lone: o.nd ho.ve 

.. r;: I 
_.._.._; . ,. 

i 
been set ba.ck so far tmd ha.vc been pushed doun oo rmch, uhcn 

l /, 
r they Here the victimo of scgrce:ation uhich ue.s not only 

1 r· _.) 
II 
" separatism but a.lso subjugation and humilic.tion, then_, ladien 

:~.s 

17 li 
,I 
I 

and gentlemen, equal opportunityfur the dioinheritcd~ oo to 

speak, for the diso.dvuntue;ed or the needy, is not enoue;h. 

18 
1: 

II 
I 

, ' I· 
j_ ':./ I 

I 
lj 

You need for a period of time u little more than cque.l 

opportunity to get into a barraining pooition. 
<,; r . 
•J" 

I ,. (Applause) 

G' 
Nmv, equity and results referred to some very 

' ' 
..:. .'" I 

!· concrete goals and I list just n. feu here. One of the first 

2'? ,, things you have to consider io hou do the pouerleoo have o. 

21 
1i, chance to share in pm10r. 

··, ~ s ~ 
of us have been l'rought up 

•. H· 

... 
Thin is at the heart of it. }.funy 

in tt1e opiri t of compassion and 

I . . 
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I' 43 
il l 1; charity. I think it oozes from us, particularly in groupo 

1: 
G 11 lil:e this. But that •a not it. That ian 't adequate any 

! 

longor. You can get that in a benevolent dictatorship. 

That is part of o. pnterna.lintic society.,. The ·real 

fundo.mentnl issue today ts hmr do those 't>lho have never been 
6 ,, 

11 in the poHcr otrncturc e;et o. cho.ncc to move into 1t .. IIou 
I 

? I 
i 

8 II ,, 
li 

0 
.I !i 

l1 
10 ,, 

~ I 
;I 

do you, in other \·1ordn, get the pm·rerle5o into pc.mr or to 

ohare in the pmmr, to share in the decisions tho.t af"fect 

their lives? 

I must. just say quickly to you that o:f course 

11 1: 
I it is going to be difficult o 
j. 

It t·Iill novcr be er:oy. This 

lr:, I! 
1 is like the birth of a. nation. 

I' 
I 

lioN t·:ell I rcco.ll \'Jhen Prenidcnt Johnson spoke 
I• 

I I• d 

i: at the University of MEI.rylt;md some fou~ or five yetu·o ago 
-; ': 
- ..... 

and talked to uc about the other Amcrico.b the t\oJO 
' I. 

l' 

J. 7 li 
II 
il 

lG l· 
j! 
I 

19 :· 

li 20 I 

21 

1; 
! 
I 

!' 
ti 

22 1 

Americas, and t'lC almost forgot thnt hiotoric meooego. Tho.t 

other Arne rico. today io cmrl.nc; alive and no1:1 the qucntion is 

is it going to stay another America or nrc t:c going to ha.ve 

one? Are ltJe going to learn hrn-1 to shore the pm-:cr c.nd in 

the process of doing it be able to hnvc n society 

sufficiently flexible, adaptable and strong to take tho 

!1 bumps and the :foment and the ~jars and the troubl~a that will 
2"i ' 

1: ine vita bly come \'lith 1 t? 
?4 i. 

I' 
,, II 

2f5" !1 
' i 

. ,. II 

-You see., I think we have that kind of social 

structure and that is why I fight for the ayotem • I had a 

~· I' •''.' l pFPOR7f R'. ,>!(. i 
I 
I' 

I 

i 
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lt4 

group of young people condemning the system the other day 

2 I! 
and they oaic'l Nhat \·Je need is change and I said thnt io the 

It 

·3 
It 
I .\ 

nyotem. This systen can change. It has adapted itself to 

I 

4 I· 
il 

a human need, in science, technologies~ it is constnntly 

I; 
,- i' 
rJ I 

chn.nginr;. He need to GO on :.he of:fenaive, my dear friends, 
:I 
I 

( 

1: 

'I I! 

to ta.lk about thiG nyotem of onrn:~ not us if it io in o. 

otro.ight ~iacl"et or nhackles, bnt 1 t io u aystem tho,"', growe 

!I 
' ..., 

_) •I 
I 

like life und lil\.c people and that it changes and it chn.nges 

'I 
9 

,, 
,: 

prirr.arily by our Will and \'Jho.t tiC determine it to be. 

,, 
10 I' \·!ell, one of those concrete goals iEJ the right 

1: 

2_ 1 I of the .job, l·:e l<.novr, and that job doesn't come unless you 

I 
, ~:-· I' have skill and that means training. fl. job at decent po.y. 

,, 
i 

10 1; These are not ncN rir~ts, t'le ha.\rc been talking about these 

iA for a long time. It cioe nn•t mean they nrc not juot ao 

~- L i' evident or just as much releyont nn the ncH \.'torld io. But 

1·~ 1 1 t is here, the rie;ht to an e..dequa.te income if one cnn not 

17 i' \'JOrk. 
ll 

Hhen I mcnt ion that, just rerjoving the tax on the 

18 1: ,, poor 
I 

is no substitute for come better form of income 

1. 'j 11 
1, maintenance. 

80 
I' 

. 
II ,, 

I have heen reading o. little bit about t:h.at is 

~.1 :: g>ing on and I am for rcmovlng the tnx from the pOO!", but 

z ~- don't let that tell you that that is bc.o1c tax reform t1hich 

r ' .l ~­
~-~ 

: I 
the country needs, nor is it a substitute f'or aom .... form of 

("' , Ll 

'-'~ 1 income ma:tntcno.nce that is far better than th"la demeaning 
,.~ , 

[',5' ,' 
; !· 
' . . I 

system of \1elf1rc '\ilhich has gro~·m up over the past forty 

I 
I 

I 
I 

! 
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li 
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ii 
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,: ·~5 

11 

il /: yeo.re. Ue ha.ve to do somethine; better than that. 

j! (Applause) 
,, 

And the right to an education, and that right 
1: 

j! 
11 muot be protected from those t~ho a.rc the reacttona1'41co tJho 
I! ,, 
il uon•t let you have the funds for it or the means and from 
J; 
•I 
I' thooc \1ho nrc the revolutiono.rien thnt \·:ould destroy your 
,, 

7 
!! opportunity ov-en to study. And the right to nn education 

8 p 
ll \hich realizcn rather than destroys human creativity and the 

S II 
!; right to decent houoing in na.fe ncighhorhoodn .. 

10 I 
I 
I 

I 1·1ish this country l' ould get as oxci ted about 

11 :1 
j1 providing lOi'l income hous inr; ao '!.10 do interstate h1.ght·ro.ys. 

1_8 !I 

l 7 
.. L) 

!' NO't·t., I don't think it is either/or, but if t.re uere o.s 

derelict 1n providine interstate hishv:ayn as ·ue ar\) lou 
!I 

l'~- I' 
' income rental housing or o"Nnership houoin~, they 1·ou1c1 run 

'1 "' 
-' 

I· the Federal Right-my Department out of' !'!;. oh1ngton. The 

16 

ii 
17 ll 

Congress of the United Sto.tes \·mnld be up in arms. The 

It state governments 'lrrould be dm·m here pounding et C'lory 

1 

! 
18 1: 

'I l· 
II 

Congressll".an's and Senator's door, dcmnnd1,.11fl em c.uclicnce \·r1th 1\ 

I 
l t.l 
~.-

20 !I 
!I 
I 
·I 

2l ,, 
il 
I 

22 
,, 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 

the President. 

In 1949 this government of ours said ao a eocl 

with Robert •raft, a conservo.ti ve voice.., that the gool of 

America ,._,,ao a. decent home for every Amer1co.n family~ n..Tld 

{) r- I· 
r ..J r: 

I 

24. 
li 
!I 

" 
we outlined a sonl in the next six yearc to be completed in 

1955 of 200,000 lrn·; int:!ome subsidized public h-Ousincs unitn. 

25 ~·. ,, ,, 
, 'I 

Tl..zenty years ~ater t·ie built 500,000 .. 
.. ,,, 

... l i' .. .t-~i. tUPC I". H.? ), It~(. ··;! ,, 

1: 
;I 
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2 II 

I t<Iant to tell you that if' our Apollo program 

and our Gemini program and space program ran on such loose 

.() I 
:\ I 

standards and no stretched out He uouldn't be to the moon 

I, ,, 
1 li 

until the year 2~000. But NO kno 1 hm1 to keep .that program 

[) 

,, 

I' 
on ochcdulc, it \·!ill be there in July, don't uorry. He 

II 

6 
II 

~Jill be to the noono He knm·1 hovl to pretty t:mll l~cep the 

II 

7 I, intern tate higlllm.y p:LOgrum on ochedulc. Hhy, t-re even kn?l'J 

li 

8 
I 

I! 
9 !I 

h0\<1 to suboidizc private airplanes. He opond tl.pprox1nately, 

for each pri vntc cirplane per yeo.r on a.via.tion ael:'*V1ceo ~ 

iJ 

10 I. 

l: 
l~- I· 

$1500. That means you could cmbo1dize the rent of' a lo1·1 

income housine; for t\.;O housel3 for each airplc.ne. 

.J_ ~ I. 
He spend *150,000,000 o. yen.r to nnkc cure that 

. 
' 

.L < ) 
some of us ~·lhO are n li ttlc more fortunnta than ot.hcro get 

1~ · a chance to fly our Jet into one of theso oirportn. I am 

.L ,) 1 rot saying it is either/or, maybe ue co.n do both, but 't'Te 
I 

' 
lG ~' 

I 
have to have BOne priorities. 

I 

I 
\ 
I 
I 
I 

l 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
i 

I 
I 
I 

·1 r I' 
..LI 

heart ! A..nd the right of r;ood health. I o.m all for 

15 " transplants and I believe in the e:rent wondcrn of medicine 

1: 
1? l! and I spent a lot of time in Congress promoting it~ but 

•I 

2 C I· 
II 
'I 

21 i; 
i 
j. 

') ') j, 
•• ....., I· 

:, 
it 

2 '1. I ... I 
I 

2 tr :1 

'· 41 
2 ~) ' : 
•. _.:'I 

2 ' -\L Rrr r'RTf? o, :'· j, 
I! 

" 

we still t.a.ve not learned hoN to deal ttith medic 1 

economics despite the fact i•te spend over $50,000,000_,000 

. 
a year for medical care. There are millions o~ people in 

this country ·~:rho don't get it. There arc otill dClJ'l!Lndine 

needs of health centers for people of modcot and let·! 

income. Ue are still 16th in infant mortality. He st:tll 

I 
l'-
1 
I 
I 
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47 

knotoJ the mother· of a blacl~ child has one-half the chance to 

live than the nother of e. \·Ihito child.. He lmou these thingo 

and if I nound scoldinr: that 1c · . ..rhnt 1. am doing. 

I believe there in a time nnd a place for 

everything, and I thinl<:. no,·; t'De ti.l!lc has come. He passed 

vast amounts of lE'r;lslation, the statute books are f'illcd 

\·lith the r;ood trorks of the Legislative Assembly. !Im1 uhat 

8 I 
11 is needed io a 1·1111 to effectuate these atatntcs and thane 

0 !i 
.. i 

! laws . A nationo.l .will. 

i.O " 

J l 

i . t.l 

., 

~ ;-

::u: 

J ~ ? 

li 
l G ! 

I' 
19 I 

i. 
c:o I! 

(")-; II 

, , ,.... 
..... ~ 

I 

?rz 
II 

, -.J (' I 
I· 

24. I! 
d 

254i 

(Applause) 

He have learned a r;rcat deal about hun~cr and 

about nutritlon and I ND.nt to se.y rig ht nm·r that much aG I 

appreciate that there io roing to l 'c l1 budget surplua 

estimated at $5,800;000,000 and I lmoi'i \"1C ha/1 dcfi~itn for 

years, the defid.t. that affects this country in not just n 

:fiscal deficit, that vm are getting over i-'Jith the eross 

national production, but I knO\·r for $l,ooo,ooo,ooo we could 

see to i t that every fe.mi1y in Amcrtca this year could have 

a decent l~alanced nutritious diet, and I knm·I that is 

something we can doo 

Then I think it is tir1E~ for the. government and 

the people of the United States to do something about it. 

You can't ignore those people. I am also \·!ell a>·J~rc that 

the accumulated -vtrongs and di vislons nnd dcprl vntiono of 

\ 
I 
I 

I 

i 

I .. 
i 

I 

I 
I 

, '1: 
• " I 

generations ctm not be sv.;cpt m·u1.y overnlght. That 1a one of 1 

, t f<f O()r< Tf ~ II ~·r ·: l ... I 

' i 

II 
ll 
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·•. 

1 I the advantages of being a little oldero I told a group of 

my otudentn the other day that I still uantcd to come dot'ln 

strong for experience, that I didn't thinlt experience Has a 

liability, that there are some things thnt you can 1 t juot 

5 j! do right nou, I sn.id it sometimes takes tt·renty-one ds.yn to 
\: 

6 li hatch nn CGg. Sometimes it tnl'l.ea o. little more timo. 
li 
ti 

7 I 
I 

But I think the fo.ct tha.t you can't Ot'Jeep some 

8 I of these things !wm.y overnight, that this obviouo fact can 

11 not become an cxcune i'or not making the ma,~imum ef.(.'ort to 
9 \1 

10 jl do as much as i.1e can here an(l nm1. I hear a. lot those c1o.ys 
!! 
tl 

l1 j: about over proT:J.ising, promioing more than we co.n d0l1ver,; 

~ ~~ 1
1 

and I have had it. throl'm up to me mo.ny timco about not 
I: 
! 

l::':· I· raising society's expectations to remedy lont:rotand1.ng 

:.:: l· injustices p All o? this is wise and prudent talk up to a 
[ 

:l ~'. 11 point. UP to the point of pcrm!ttin~ such oentimentn to 
I' 

:E 1: become rationalizations for doing less thnn the eboolute 
n 

17 !1 maximum of \'lhat t-JC are cnpo.ble of doinf!. Up to tho point 
I' 
I 

I8 I' \1here it would suge:e~t tho.t these problems co.n be colved 
I 

!i 
19 jl without considerable sacrifice and up to the point r.here 

2:: I we believe that our basic error hno been in saying to the 
I: 

,Jl i American people that all should share equit~bly in l1Cnlth 

::-~ l' and opportunity in this nation and forgetting the fo.ct that 

1: 
23 ! our real baste error has been the protracted. fa.iluro to 

1: 

~~:~mobilize the energies and resources of this country to reach 
""t i ,, 
' ,, 

.2E h this goal. 

, f t -=?t..t R:_pORilRS 1:.-. 

I 
i 
i 
I 
i 
I 

' ' 
l 
I 

I 
~ 
I 



II 

II 
il 
I 

1 
So I am a mobilizer theoe days. I intend to 

,..., 
r., I 

I try to take \·Iho. t ue knm~ are the facta, rJho. t l'Ie knOtt are 

0 
3 ,I 
\ I' 

!I 
'4 II ,, 

the ittrongs a._~d ahat ue kn01:1 are the resources to correct 

these \1rongs and face these facto a.nd oee if on· the one 

5 
I hand l?Y the com:mittment and the concern of conscience \'te 

G 
i can not, if our concern of conocicncc can not be mo.tchcd 

7 
li by our dcdico.t:ton and our tJill c. nd our committment. 

8 I 
9 ! 

,I 
" 10 h 

1: 

0 

Let's face one fact squarely, television ~nd 

advertising t'lill do the joh of raising peoples' e.h~ecto.tiona. 

Regardless of \.'Jlmt the government ma.y or may not do o:r 
l.~.. " I ,, ,, 

I 
l ~ I 

what our political leaders m~y or ~~y not say. You don't 

-'Z. i· _, 
I' d 

I 

l ·~ 
I 
I 

1: 
I· 

l~ 
~ l 
' 

I 
l G I· 

jl 

l"? .I 

I! 
18 1: 

0 

need to worry any longer about expectations. We hGve taken 

care of tho.t, there is no place to h1de and everybody oort 

of knm'ls rlbat everybody hao and is doing o.nd it io the 
i 
I 
I 
I 
l 
I 

special responsibility, ho ·rcver, of government o.nd or our 

political leadership to make the dec1oiono and to ecncrate 

the support and the confidence tht~.t vrill get the Job done 

li 19 l' 

I! 
20 

1: 
I 

21 !! ,, 
• 

I ~ 
On the basin of the admin1otrat1on'o reductions, ! 

I 

to meet some of these expectations. 

and I nm1 must talk to you of some hard facto, of the 

federal budget, in critical domestic areao,-reductiono that 

0 
are modest, I knov;, reductions in citieo, a 10 percent 

reduction 1n the model cities program and no .projcctod 

program for the second year. 

A'lO percent reduction in education, a reduction 
I F 
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in health care, the closing of job corporation centero and 

reduction in the poverty program. I can only conclude that 

I 
I 
I 
i 
i 
I 

d the administration fails to grasp the urgency of our present I 
, J II 
4 li 

II 
circumstances and they are profoundly mistaken 1n believing 

lo 

.5 
II 
I' that gradualism and patience are sufficient in these days of 

G j: crioio. I urn for lm·zerin~ the rhetoric but not the budget. 
II ,, 

I think there is a difference. 7 
,, 

" 
8 

li 
Nm1, the administration's con.fus1ng and often 

contradictory performance over the enforcement of exist i ng 0 I 

10 Civil Rights statutes can only create the most seriouo 

11 ,. doubts about the basic commi ttment and eradicating the 

l ? i inequities of this society. The same day th!\t the NAACP 
li ,, 

13 ' went into Federal court over the Pentagon'o refusal to 

l4 dem~nd equal hiring by three textile compnnieo, on thut 

15 same day, \!Thile the Pentagon wao refusing to act the Justice 

li) ,, Department sued a textile mill for precisely the ecme 
I ·' 17 li violation. But the Pentagon and the Justice Department are 
t: 
I' 

l c I' 
u I' in the same governMent and serving the same country. The 

·' 
I 

J 9 
ll,. administration announced its decision to dicmiss Mr . 

20 r Clifford Alexander the day after the minority leader 

II 
21 j: threatened Mr. Alexander \"11th hnrra.ss ine .fe~cral employees. 

I ' 

22 I' I would like to quote to you a little statement, end the 
I 

:::, 3 !' 
i! 
~ I 
I' ::: -1 I 

··. ~5 t , ,, 
. - jl 

il 

author of thio statement is a very important mn.n, and it is 

about government. 

11 I don't v1ant a government of yes men, but one 



() 

0 

0 

0 

• 

'I ,, 
II 
I' 
I! 

l li 
li drawn from the broadest posnible base. Only 1f ':te have an 

2 II 

ll administration broadly enough based philosophically to 

3 
II :\ 

assure a. true ferment of ideas nnd through an interplo.y of 

11' ~ I 
the best mi nds in America can t:IC be oure of' getting the 

I' 

~j I' 
I beat and moot pene trating ideas. Offlciala of a nel·J 
I 

'J a.dminiotro.tion \·T i l l not have to check their consciences o.t 

? li the door or leave their pouera of independent judgement at 

8 
i: 
i' ,, 

0 II 
J 

home. 11 

I. That is the statement of the President of the 
I 

~~ I ) ' 

United States when he \'las candidate for the presidency of 

....:....1. 
the United States. I sub~it a l l ~~ . Alexander was doi ng 

~:· i 
j. t'Jas exercising hio ;judgement and fulflll i ng the 
! 

I 

I' 

..1.. ·~) I 

I _,, 

' !; - -, I 

12 I. 
I 
il 

-i 3 'I 
p 

~.:0 I' 
.-, ""'' I ~.,~ 

I 
jl 

~ i 
~I') !' <.,· 

I' 
2Zi I 

I 

I 
i z ~ ,, 
ti 

·) - -k 
"'o I' . .... I 

'. ~ l~ 
·~E":" i< r rr~s, 1· rc. l 

! 

responsibilities of t he larTo 

{Appla.uoe) 

Mr. Alexander, as you know, resigned rather than 

I 
submit to dismissal under these most unfortunnte circum- 1 

I 
I 

stances, and as one of the principal cu.thoro of thi s equal 1 

, .. 
employment, I ~·rant to commend him for his rcsponaiblo action. 

1 

I thinlt that the advocates of 1 \·T and order in I 

this society should recognize the severe d mage th t is 

wrought by efforts to influence or intimida~e public 

officials exercising their statutory duties in a responsible 

and effecti ,,e manner. That is latJ and order •. 

(Applauoe) 

The time, I think, has arrtved for those groupe 
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like the Anti-Defamation League to demand and continue to 

demand puhlicly that our Civil Rights La\'I he enforced to the · 

letter. To have disnarity between words and deeds will only 1 

encourage those elements in our society uhich s·eek to 

perpetuate racist policies jn jobs, housing or education, 

public services generally. 

Any other course for the Federal ~overnment than 

to enforce the law can only deal a devious blow to this 

Nation's efforts to root out bigotry and higotism. So I 

say the fight is still on and while it is a little quieter 

in Washington, the countryside is in ferment, in trouhle and 

there are voices heing roised of people who want action. 

Let us listen to them rather than Hait until 

disorder is the pattern of the day. 

Now, in the course of the Presidential campaign 

another issue arose of overridinp, importance and it is tied 

to the first, the issue of controlling the strategic arrns 

race spiral which threatens the survival of all of mankind. 

T made those two issues knowing that neither one 

of the~ is very popular. 

This is my first chance to talk ~o you since 

then. I did not delude myself for a moment in believing 

by going to the countryside, speaking of desegregation and 

one bein~ asked would you slow it Jown or would you speed 

it up, I Ime,v. just as ·Hell as you know people in this room 

i 
I 
' 
I 
i 
I 
I , .. 

I 
I 
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that to go to the countryside as to Czechoslovakia and to 

talk about arms control and say we must negotiate with the 

Soviet Unioni I knew that wasn't particularly popular. 

In fact ~ I read the p o 11 s . !-1y p o 1 1 was n • t too 

good and the issues on which I was basing the campaign 

didn't seem to he too popular. nut, ladies and gentlemen, 

1 we have to face up to them. 
8 

II 
The Coneress nnd the American people, and I lt!ant to 1 

9 
,. 

put the emphasis on the first, l.ongress and the American 

J O 
people are now faced with a hasic decision. Will we 

il 
, accede to the backlog request of the military for an entirely 

new generation of offensive and defensive strategic nuclear 

weapons, a shopping list that is as long as your arm or 

longer or will be attempt, at least try to negotiate with 
. --
' . :_.. 

the Soviet Union an end to the nuclenr arms race and thereby 
- ~ I! 

hopefully open the door for a far greater mobilization of 
17 

' America's resources in the cam;~ of humanity both at hone and ' 
- " ' 1-. 
...i () I 

abroad . 

You are going to have to ~ake some decision. An 
20 li 

II $8 0 bill ion defe-nse budget stands there facing you and the 
2 ~. lj 

lj 

q 
only '·my T know you are r,oinr, to get aclcHtional funds for 

I 
the things that think need he done in this 

I' 
you to country 

j 
rl 

'i to see if you cannot take some money out of that defense-lr 

!I 
I 2 :~. 
~budget without sacrificing security or to raise ta~es. And 

is 

25 ·.' 
1 I think we had better take a look at the first alternative . 

. : . \! 
'~ • ~ r '' pt:PC"P F ?.c !I : r 
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The opening skirmish in this struggle of National 

priori ties l'li 11 be fought over the money for the initial 

3 
:\ !' deployment of the safeguard and anti-ballistic missiles 

. .., 
v 

system. I know this is an igsue in which there is great 

!I controversy. 

•, 

l! I say to my friends, when you ask for more money 
' 
I. 

, for cities, for housin,!!, for e(~ucation, health, you have to 
p 

f3 ., 
1! ask toJhere are you v.oinp, to pet it. It isn't unlimited. 

9 ji 
I' 
I! And when we ~~hate the AB~f, I think we ought to 

l (l :: 

, -, 
_l....;_ 

-L ': 

l l'i 

li know thnt we are really debating a part of the t·1hole 
i· 

'; equation of military spending. It is symbolic, it is 

important. I think it's deployment i~ a bad decision, you 

knoH what my vie,.: i~ t I felt so in the .Tohnson administration · 

as well as in this administration. 

I spoke on it in the campaign, r have not traveled 

under false colors. I said yesterday on the television that 

" there are four factors in a defense budget that you have to 
_L \ ' I 

consider. 
10 

What are your fine policy commitments? 

Again, what contingencies do you plan? 
2:!. 

. ~ 
;: What size of forces in nnture of forces are needed 

2:-: ;i 

I· to meet these contingencies, and, 

2;~ 
t; 

Finally, what kind of weapons do you need for the 

forces? 

The · AH'1 refers to t!le 1 a st of the four, \'lha t kind 
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I 

lo 
I 

I • 
I 

·•. 

ss 
vt 

1 of weapons do you need. nut weaponry relates to the size of 

2 1; your forces and the size of your forces relates to the 
" I 

3 11 contingencies that you may expect and the contingencies 
.\; ·I . 

\I 
4 1

1 relnte to the scope of your foreign policy. 
j: 
' 

~) jj i'.'e need a complete and total reassessment of our 

6 dnational conmitments nnd I call upon the Congress of the Uniteq 

'7 il States, "d th th<" backing of the American people, not to enter 
II 

8 ;: into any preconceived judgment hut rather than just to debate 
I' 

II 
9 i! the anti-ba1listic missile system, whether it is reliable, 

,, 

li 
lO 11 whetller it 1-vill l·.'ork, tvhether ,.,e ought to have it, whether it 

,, 
ll I - !: costs too much that we take a good hard look at the '"hole 

li 
l~~ !1 subject of our defense hudr,et. 

'' I 
1_ .._. 

H 
I' 

It hasn't been created by mean and nasty men. There 

1 ~ 
1 
is no conspiracy here. I do not believe in the conspiracy 

I 
theory of g-overnment. r rlo happen to believe, however, t~at 

like many other things it can tend to grow. 

I' 
We have to ask ourselves do wp really need 15 

lC I k - f l attac carr1er .orces. I don't know, mnyhe we do, maybe we 1·. 

l '' 

20 

2~ 

22 

2 ~ 

<) , • 

'~ ' 

2! 

1: 
11don't. Mayhe we once did, do we need it now? Business does 

jl this all the time. 

li You ~ee, government and universities are going to 
i; 
: have to examine long established policies and traditions. 
'I II 
~ Or both of them are flOing to be in serious trouble. 
II 
I' 
i• 
• 1 nne thing is certain, the process of-shifting 
II 

~~ 
·!,s ignificant SUT'fiS of f-ederal money from the works of NaT to the j 

i· ! 
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Horks of peace 'tvi 11 not he easy, even \vhen the war in Vietnam ' 

. 3 i 
:\ 11 

4 
li 
I' 5 jl 

is over . 

The defense hudRet this year is up $6 billion over 

any moneys that ~o to Vi etnam. Take out the Vietnam money 

and t h e non-Vietnam expenrli t ures are up $6 billion. Yet when 

li G ,: 
ii the budge t cut came, ~;3 b i llion came out of civilian programs, 
:t 

7 I! 
!! $1 billion out of the defense budget. 

" 8 li Now, maybe that is right, l want a careful scrutiny 
9 ,, 

~~ of it. 

10 
ij problem today. 

I think it is at the heart and core of ~uch of our 

II ~l ,! 
Any positive advance in any form of arms control 

j_ 2 :! 
11 has been fought in the Congress. I think you remember one 
il 

13 I 

when Adlai Stevenson recornmen~ed first a nuclear tes t han 
I 

14 I' ,; treaty and hm'l he Has ritliculed all across this country. 

- r; i,: 
J L) 

!; There isn't any defense not·J, aBreeJTients reached ld th the 
,. 

l_G fl 
il Soviet Union or anybody else concerned in the freezinr. our 

" .\. I 

II armaments of reduction of strategic weapons will be fought 

: s lj 

Il
l over again and the purveyors of fear will be hnrd at work 

1 9 

1

1

1 

upon us, but I say unless this battle is won the outcome of 

20 ., 
li subsequent endeavors to secure addi tiona! sources for the 

21 1
1 

li cities ,,,here you 1 i ve, and you can't run away any longer 
I' 

28 
:1 because the problems hnve moved to the suburbs, l-Iill largely 

II 
:: ~ be decided in the negative, even before the issues get to 

,... 11 Congress . 
...... . 

Gro, · I, 
; .,.JL" I 

1: 
. I 

,.Al r .o~lfP.'. "':. I• j, 
p 
i; 
il 

I say our military budget will continue to expand, 

~. 
I 
I 
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our domestic allocations will be proportionately smaller and 

this is precisely the outcome of the recent but modest cutbac~ 

from the Federal hudget. 

It isn't the amount, it is the proportion. When we 

made a cutback two years or a little over a year and a half 

ago and the Congress demanded a cutback of $6 billion in 

expenditure, it was $3 billion in defense and $3 billion in 

the civilian. At least half and half. Nm.1 it is $3 billion 

in civilian and $1 billion in defense. 

Ladies an~ pentlemen, while it is not something 

large in terms of the total budget, it indicates a trend and 

I want to stop the trend before it becomes a habit because 

before it becomes a pattern. 

(Applause) 

Well, this is my concern. Do I think we can do it, 

~ ,. 'I 
~.c j. yes, and I will tell you why. 

i 

i '7 I! 
il 

12 li do. 

The American people generally do what they have to 

I simply ask us to keep our perspective. It is so easy 
I· 

19 ,,. 
I to bec~rne angry. 
I! 

It is so easy when you are insulted or 

2G lj 
~ falsely accused, and you are misunderstood, yes, even 

21 II unappreciated to say, ''Oh, I am going to kick the whole thing 

22 I' over' I don It care any longer. I• 

I 23 I I have said this in a moment of emotion, in a 

II 
8~.~~ moment of anger, probably can't afford to do tt. I have been 

,25. 1: on college cal!lruses \>lhere I have had youngsters say thinp.s to 
·. .. ~ . I~ 

I 
I 

l 
I 
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me where, under ordinary cirC\tmstances, it would drive a man 

away from the classroom. Rut you can't let that happen 

because then the forces of the rationality have tJon the 

struggle. 

There is always a brute, a bully let loose in 

practically every area of socjal orranization. Sometimes 

these bullies are on campus, sometimes they are in the 

ghetto, sometimes they are in a white sheet~ sometimes they 

are in the Congre~s, sometimes they are in the club or a 

social organization. 

I simply say that a 0emocracy cannot afford to be 

governed hy the attitudes and the actions of bullies. I 

think what Ne have to have is a reasoned approach, yes, but 

one with action behin~ it. 

I hope that this great organization will not only 

l b ;! rely upon its studies, but that you vlill be action oriented, 
t' 

I ? :I 
II 

unafraid to challenge government, unafraid ns you always 

18 i' ·' 

ii 19 
lj 

I' 
20 

.I 
I It tl 
I' 

21 .I 

!I 

have been to challenge any orronization in the country and 

to demand one thin~ above all, that those great reports 

placed before the public and lost in the headlines, reports 

like the Kerner Commission, the Commission on Violence. the 

2?. il 
J: 

23 II 
II 

Commission on Rural Poverty, the Commissinn on Health, the 

Commi:>s ion on J\utomn t ion, j ns t n few of the commissions that 

lj 
24 li 

" ~ ~, 

25·1; 
, I. 

d 

have represented the finest talent in the country, that have 

had the resoqrces of the Pederal Government and entire 

. ; ·I: 
TtK~, Jr,_. i 

1: ,, 

I 
I 
I 
i 
t 



0 

0 

• 

0 

-·-

'I 
vt :: 
, 
.i 

'- l• 
i 

l· 
3 'I 

'I "' •, .. _: 

r • 

58' 

American community at its disposal, that those reports will 

not become documents for the archives hut marchinR orders 

for the soldiers of peacP.. 

I would like to make sure that an organization 

like ADL take n look at those records and keep them on the 

desk and has a check list and checks it up all the wny to the ' 

President and says what are we doinr ahout these things. !I -
r, !: 
'- 1: Because · nothing is Norse- to knm;r Hha t is wrong and to know 
9 I : that you can rlo something about it and not do something about ; I! 

10 

- l II _L _ _ ,, 
i! 

: 2 i! 

II 
10 

" ' ' c 
i 
I! 

"' ..... 
I 

I' 
i\ 

,, 
J 7 il 

l 0 

sr\ 
"'v t 

I· 
:'.· ~2 

II 
23 :i 

l' 

it. 

The worst sin of all is in~ifference and 

indifference compounded by apathy and cynicism and is 

unforgiveable. 

Thank goodness the Anti-Defamation League has never 

been guilty of those thinRS· So I charge you today and say 

let's move mountains if need be, let's not let the militants 

who feel they need to destroy in order to achieve, let's 

not let them have their way hut let's have those of us who 

believe even the deJilocratic processes and who believe in 

social action be sur~ it is the rirht Hay. 

Thank you very much. 

(StnnJing ovation.) 

HR. SCHARY: Thank you very, very much, sir. 
II 24. ., -

- 1' As I 
> 

indicated to you bPfore, our speaker has told us that it 
1i 25 .; 

, " does 
t, 

make a diff~rence to him which road we take and I think .. '" · 

f f :1 ·\I '· ,••:...:, INC 1: 

., 
,, 

i 

I 
I 

1\ 
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i ~ 
1 '' pointed out the correct si~npost for this group of people. 

,, 
, !. I thank you 

II 
· ?i il for com1· n 

very, very much on behalf of the entire League 

,, ,; . g here and I hope that you will nlways remember that 
'. h 

'-i 11 Hhen you Nant to have a pla t forn or an audience that responds 

5 !I to you, just \·!histl e. 
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(J\p-p la use) 

· !i And nm·•, ladies and pentleJ7leon, again my thanks for 
I' ,, 

8 I; 

J! coming here and those of you lvho are involved in our 
j• 

g II . • ; comm1ss1on rneetinps please rett1rn iwmediately to the Empire 

1C 
1
, Room, He have worl: to do. 

,. 
J l ;i 

We are delighted you "·;ere here, we hope you enjoyed 

the lunch and I knoH darn well you enjoyed our speaker. 
i ... ,.~ ! 

(Luncheon session conc l uded at 2:40 o'clock , p .m.) 
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HUMPHREY SCORES 
RIGHTS 'DISPARITf 

• j ---'---...... 
Ch~gesAdministration With 

R'estricting Critical Aid 

By IRVING SPIEGEL 
Sl>oei&! to 'I'M If.,. Yc>rll: Tla• 

WASHINGTON; April 21-
Formir. V4ce President Hubert 
H. Humphrey,, in his strongest 
critic1s.tJ) to. date of the Nixon 
Administratf.on, questioned to­
day its "'basic commitment" to 
civil rights and the eradication 
of poverty .. 

He , a~.use~ 'the Administra­
tion of "a confusing and often 
contradictory performance" in 
enfo~c~nj ••existing civil rights 
statute's', and a "failure to 
grasp the urgency of present 
circumstances" in restricting 
expenditures for "critical" do­
mesti_c_pr.ograms. -

He addressed the 58th an­
nual meeting of the Anti­
defamation League of B'nai 
B'rith at the Shoreham Hotel. 

Mr. Humphrey said the Ad­
ministration was inconsistent 
and showed a "marked dis­
parity between words and 
deeds" when the Pentagon re­
fused to demand equal hiring 
and housing practices by three 
textile companies while at the 
same time the Justice Depart­
ment sued a textile mill for 
identical violations of Federal 
law. 

The reference was to a suit 
started by the Justice Depart­
ment on April 8 against Cannon 
Mills. On the same day, the 
N.A.A.C.P. Legal Defense Fund, 
and Education, Inc., went into 
Federal court because the Pen­
tagon had refused to demand 
equal hiring and housing prac­
tices from three or its ·suppli­
ers, Dan River Mills, Burling­
ton Mills and the J. P. Stevens 
Company. 

·Employers Harassed 
Mr. Humphrey also deplored 

the resignation of Clifford Alex­
ander as chairman of the equal 
Employment Opportunity Com­
mission. He said the Administra 
tion announced its intention "to 
fire Clifford Alexander the day 
after Minority LEeader Dirksen 
threatened Mr. Alexander with 
replacement for allegedly bar- , 
rassing employers who are vio­
lating the Civil Rights Act on 
1964." 

"As one of the principal au­
thors of this legislation," Mr. 
Humphrey said, "I want to 
commend Mr. Alexander for 
his faithful and fair conduct 
of his responsibilities. And I 
think the vocal advocates of 
law and order in this society 

. should recognize the severe 
damage that is wrought by such 

1 efforts to intimidate public of­
. ficials who are only exercising 

their statutory duties in a re­
sponsible and effective JD&n-
ner." . 

Mr. Humphrey said that the 
Nixon Administration was "pro­
foundly mistaken in believing 
that gradualism and patience 

. are sufficient in these days of 
·. crisis." He said that not promis­
dng more than ·could be del­
ivered was "wise and prudent 
up ,to a point," but warned 
against permitting prudence to 
become "rationalization for do-

t ;ng less than the absolute maxi­
. mum of what we are capable of 

doing." 
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I R EMARKS O F THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUM· 
PHREY B EFORE ANTI-DEFAO.tATION L EAGUE OF 
B'NAI B'RITH, \ VASHINGTON, D .C., APRIL 21, 
1969 
Last September I addressed the Anti -De­

famation League of B 'n a l B 'rtth In the open­
ing speech of my campaign for the Presidency 

' of the United States. 
I n this speech I d iscussed what I consld­

erecl to b e one of the two principal Issues 
of the campaign-the Issue of racia l justice 
in America. 

I asked this question: Shall we-as a n a­
tion-mO\·e forward toward one society o! 
oppor tunity and justice ... or shall we 
abandon this commitment out of fear and 
p rejudice and move Instead toward a f rac­
tured and separated society-black against 
white, rich against poor, comfortable against 
t he left -out? 

T he ca.mpalgn has ended. The Presidency 
h as changed h ands. Bu t t his question stU! 
prevails ... with an intensity even greater 
t han when I raised the issue last September. 

A little more than a year ago, the National 
Advisor y Commission on Civil Disorders-the 
K erner Commission-released its h istoric re-

TE 
1-

84709 
port and rlX:ommendatlons . On the first e.n­
nlversary o! this report, Urban America and 
the Urban Coalition released a study, one 
Year Later, which evaluated our progress to 

. date in meeting the goals of the Kerner 
t Commission. 
i· This appraisal sta ted that: 
t "-Poverty remains a pervasive !act of life t .. . ·and the continuing d isparity between 
: this poverty 'tl.nd the genera l affluence re-

mains a source of aliena tion and d iscontent. 
"-Ghetto schools continue to !all. The 

,- small amount of progress that has been m ade 
• has been counterbalanced by a growing f atmosphere o! hostility and conflict In m any· 
i dtles. . · -
;_ ·'-At present, there are no programs tha t 
l seriously threaten the continued existence ot 

the slums." 
And as -the Kerner report had warned a 

year earlier, the study concluded: "For a year 
later, we are a year closer to being two soci­
eties, black and white, Increasingly sepa rc.te 

· and scarcely less equal." 
· I was distressed at the meager attention 

given this Important evaluation when It was 
released s lx weeks ·ago. For this report out­
lined, as did the Kerner Commission before 
t.t. the specific actions which must now be 
taken in America to reverse this alarming 
pattern o! social d isintegration. 

We must understand the dimensions of our 
b asic challen ge: to a chieve not only equi ty in 
oppor tunity but equity In results. And equi­
ty In results r efers to very con crete goals­
t he right to a job a t d ecent pay, the r igh t 
t o an adequate income if one cannot work, 
t he r ight to an edu cation which releases 
rather t han destroys human creativity, the 
r ight to d ecent housing In safe n eighbor­
h oods, the r ight to good health ca re and 
sufficient nutrition. 

The accumulated wrongs and deprivations 
o! generations cannot b_e swept away 0\·er ­
n ight. But this obvious !act must n ot be­
come an excuse for making anything less 
th\ln the max!jllum etrort to do as much as 
v;e can-now. 

We hea r a lot these days about not promis­
Ing more than we can deliver-about not 
raising p eoples' expectations o>er society's 
capacity to remedy long-standing injustices. 
All of this Is wise and prudent talk .. . u p 
to a point. · 

Up to the point of permittin6 such senti­
ments to b ecome r at!ona llz..1.tions for doing 
less than the absolute m aximum of what 
we are capable or doing. 

Up to the point that this approach suggests 
- to the American people that these t erribly 

urgent and difficult problems can be sot\·ect 
without considerable sacrifice and commit­
m ent on their p art. 

And up to t he point that we b elieve our 
basic error h as been ln saying to the Amer­
ican people that ail should share equitably 
In the wealth and opportunity of this na­
tion .. . and forgetting that, ln fac t, our 
basic error h as been the protracted failure 
to mobilize the resources and energies or 
th is country to r each this goal. • 

Let's face one fact squarely: television and 
advertising wlll do the job of raising peo­
p les' expectations, regardless of what t he 
government m a y do or what our political 
leaders may say. But lt Is the special respon­
sibility of government and our politicr:! lead­
ership to make t he decisions and generate 
the suppor t and confidence thn t will get this 
job done. 

On the basis of the Administration 's re­
ductions o! the federal budge t in criti cal 
domestic areas--cities. education, health 
care, the J ob Corps and the poverty pro­
gram-! can only conclude that they !all to 
grasp ~he urgency .of our ;>r~sent ci:-cum­
sbnces · .. . and that they are pro!ou::J.ct!y 
mistaken In bel!evlng tha t gradualism and 
patience are su1ficlem; In these days of crisis. 

I • ,• ,-
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84710 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-SENATE 
The- Administration's confusing and o!ten 

contradictory performance over the enforce­
ment o! existing civll rights statutes, more­
over, can only create the most serious doubts 
about · their basic commitment to healing 
the divisions and eradicating the Inequities 
o! this society. 

To illustrate brletly: · . 
The same day that the NAACP Legal De­

fense Fund went into Federal Court over 
the Pentagon's refusal to demand equal hir­
ing and housing practices by three textile 
companies, the Justice Department sued a 
textile mill !or precisely these violations o! 
federal law. · 

And the Administration announced Its In­
tention to fire Cllfl'ord Alexander, the Chair­
man o! the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, the day ·e.rter Minority Leader 
Dirksen threatened Alexander with replace­
ment !or allegedly "harrasslng" employers 
who are violating the O!vll Rights Act o! 
1964. . 

As you know, Mr. Alexander has now re­
signed his position as Chairman, rather than 
submit to dlstnlssal under these most un­
fortunate clrcums.tances. 

A!; one of the principal authors o! this 
legislation. I want to co=end Mr. Alexan­
der !or his ! alth!ul and !air conduct o! his 
responslb111tles. And I think the vocal ad­
vocates o! law and order In this society 1 

should r ecognize the severe damage that 
IS wrought by such efforts to Intimidate pub- 1 

llc officials who are only exercising their 
statutory duties In a responsible and effec­
tive manner. 

The Inconsistency o! this record-the 
marked d lsp2.rlty between words and deeds-­
will only encourage those elements in our 
society which seek to perpetuate racist pol­
Icies In jobs, housing, education and publlc 
services generally. · 

The time has arrh·ed !or those groups like 
the Anti-Defamation League to demand pub­
licly that our clvll rights laws be enforced 
to the letter. 

Any other course by the federal govern­
ment can only deal e. grievous blow to this 
n ation's efforts to root out the bigotry an d 
r acism which Increasingly threaten to divide 
this land and people. 

In the course o! the Presidential campaign 
another Issue arose o! overriding Importance: 
the Issue o! controlling the strategic arms 
spiral which threatens the survival or all 
me.nlrJnd. 

Congress and the American people are now 
faced with a b:J.Sic decision: Will we accede 
to the backlogged requests o! the military 
!or an entirely new generation o! offensive 
and defensive strategic nuclear weapons ... 
or will we attempt to negotiate with the 
Soviet Union an end to the nuclear arms race 
and thereby open the door !or a !ar greater 
m obiJ.Jza.tlon o! America's r esources Jn the 
cause o! humanit y, both at home and 
abroad? 

But unless th.u battle is won. the outcome 

1

. 
of subsequent encounters to secure addl-. 
tlonal resources for cities, for education., !Cil 
h ealth care, !or jobs and housing. and re- 1 
lated sctlvttles Will be largely decided-in 
the negative-even before the Issues get to 1 

Congress. I 
Our military budgets Will continue to ex-

p and; our domestic allocations will become 
proportionately smaller. This is precisely tho 
outcome o! President Nixon's recent cut­
backs In the federal budget. 

We now have the chance to reverse thLs 
traditional pattern I! we !~us our efforts on 

1 ending the Insanity o! the strategic nuclear ; 
arms race, while we begin simultaneously the 
difficult job o! securing these resources !or 
urgent domestic needs. 

This is our opp6rtunlty In this moment o! 
crisis and challenge .... Can we now sum­
mon the courage and !alth so clearly de­
manded by the times? 

The opening skirmish Jn this struggle over 
na tional priorities will be !ought over money 
!or the Initial deployment o! the Safeguard ' 
anti-ballistic missile system. But this debate 
Is only Indicative o! the more f undamental 
decisions that must be reached In the com- ' 
lng year over military spending. 

One thing Is certain: the process o! shift­
Ing signlfiront sums o! federal m oney !rom 
works o! war to works or peace will not be 
easy. 

Every positive advance In nuclear arms 
control has been opposed by powerful mem­
bers or Congress and segments or the mili­
tary and defense establishment. Any mean­
Ing!ul agreements reached with the Soviets 
concerning the freezing or reduct ion o! our 
strategic weapons will almost cer.talnly be 
!ought once again. 1.. , · 
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