000480l O plamar—
W :
,M/’;‘ /
:ﬁ-"h\u—
REMARKS ¥ W&

THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
NEW YORK CITY

APRIL 22, 1969

z\It is a pleasure to appear before the American Jewish

Committee in my new role as V.P. --visiting professor, that
_—e e T T
is (

_
T
4 | cannot pretend that | would not rather be President ...
but, in all honesty, these last few months have been very

precious, very rewarding, very revealing.

S
Z\These have been months of greater reflection ... and

months of considerable intellectual challenge, especially on the

college campus.
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If 1 had my way, 1'd require that every public official

be forced to take a sabbatical every now and then -- and forced

to spend some time being exposed to the uninhibited Cross -

examinations of college students -- and of college professors.

B e

4! even have a few public officials | could nominate right now.[l
4 n the last twenty years we have developed some good
answers and some good programs to meet our great challenges --

-
and we should proceed to implement these ideas and to invest

————T—— —,

the resources needed for maximum results.

——

L But tonight | want to talk to you about gaps in our understanding
—)

--about the uncertainties of our knowledge -- and about the

need to subject every bit of "conventional wisdom' to searching
. . —

review.

G
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In my s 'm always being challenged=And | 've

been doing a good deal of challenging myselleut | must

confess that | am not entirely pleased with some of the answers

| have been giving -- or those |'ve been getting. “
Lot — o

What better place could there be than the American

-

Jewish Committee to speak out on this subject? And what
more appropriate function than the Herbert A. iéehman

Memorial dinner --an eveningto honor the memory of a

great American who challenged every bit of conventional wisdom
h
L

of this society, especially when this wisdom restricted or
e ) EE_—

denied the rights of the less fortunate among us. .,

S

—

Z For over sixty years thﬂommittee has been in the
forefront of the effort to understand what makes people behave

the way they do ... why there is bigotry and prejudice and

— —
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group conflict ... and how to improve relations between
——— —

—

people and between groups. o

éSo tonight | want to commend the American Jewish

Committee for its contribution to public understanding of
— ——————

basic problemsé B&twl want to do more than commend you.

—
| wish to urge you to do mare -- much more. (

— - -

(Two recent studies have prompted my remarks tonightg,

Both have jarred many of us. Both surely must be only the

i

beginning -- because the reports of both studies appear to
———————

e T

contradict much that we have seen and much that we have

believed.

Bt

———
ABut we must never fear to explore because earlier beliefs

may be shaken/We must be willing to explore further because

there can be terrible damage and terrible misunderstanding

—— . e T
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if only partial knowledge -- or partial reports of knowledge --

are simplistically stated and simplistically interpreted.

A | refer first) to the highly controversial Jensen study

/ -
on the relative significance of environmental and genetic

influences on intelligence andJ secondly, to last week's study

of Head Start, that wonderful anti-poverty program for

disadvantaged pre-school children.

Z In both cases, | fear, initial public disclosy_g-es have

—

already buttressed the prejudices and the antagonisms that

some Americans feel towards other Americans and towards

i
public efforts to help people/ These initial disclosures --
- BT - — L= g

incomplete and often misleading -- could be disastrous to the

T

causes which you and | have placed at the top of America's
e —

agenda.

Nm——
"
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(But should these concerns make us want to suppress

the studies or condemn them out of hand? | would hope not.(

Z It is now our responsibility to examine the studies, not
E—— i )

the immediate news and editorial coverage of thgr_n’- but the

full studies* to subject the findings to searching analysis

and to match those findings with all other knowledge we have or

can obtain -- so that ultimately we may face the total picture

and then determine what, if any, modifications in our social
'r —— R

policy may be required. o

LI have never believed -=j=~de-mrot-mew-betteve -- and |

am certain that | will never accept -- the notion of any racial

E—— 0 A

or group superiority or inferiority. e w

ZThere are indeed, let us say it bluntly, superior people
m—— —

and inferior people. But there are no "'superior" or "inferior"
’. e — —

peoples.

————
e
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e permit attitudes to be developed or social

my life is that there is a wide spectrum of brilliance and

L e .,

sensitivity and spirituality in every single people, ll here are
geniuses on our Indian reservations, in Africa, on Israeli

Kibbutzim, and some even on the faculty and in the student
—— m———

body at Ha rvqid.t

And there are scoundrels whose skins are white or yellow
—— appe— —

or black --and in-between, rich or poor, educated or ignorant.

e . em—— —_
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AThe basic truth we must always remember is that each

e ] =

individual must be judged on his own Mth and must be given
every opportunity tgﬂgose and d@p that worth‘( Eleanor
Roosevelt, in one of her last books, said it with her typical
simple eloquence:

"Everyone who believes that in every human being
there is a spark of the divine, that he is not an animal,
- must believe that to help that human being achieve the
fullness of his potential is the greatest service which
his government can fulfill. "

Qha’[‘s it in a nutshell. We have an obligation to let each

b

of God's creatures grow, without unfair barriers or limitations.
- P

But how? That's what we have been trying to do these many

years --but with uneven success.

P TS e
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[This is where the Jensen and the Head Start studies
P —rTER

could give us some clues --and we must be willing and ready
=
to look for clues. e
( s it possible that after several hundred years of
N i e e e
deprivations, some Negro children --and some white children,
—————

as well --suffer not only tre generally understood environmental
e T P AR SR L e =y

handicaps but have been damaged even genetically@/ls the
# S=s e e T ]

malnutrition, even starvation, we find among poor people today
O =N

S

a significant factor in genetic damage to children born to such
B e

people‘! What new and better remedies must be developed to

meet any of these new findings -- if thef are indeed substantiated§
I e T w Y

[ In the Head Sta Yy WE were told last week that gains

-
made by children in the program seem to vanish rapidly,

ASome persons have already jumped to the hasty conclusion
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that he_[g's_zinother Federal program that seems to have been

a failure and a waste of hundreds of millions of dollars.°
fam—g

40n a purely personal basis} and without getting into the

dispute over the accuracy or methodology of the study itseI/f

| just refuse to accept such a verdict.! | have been in many

L]

a Head Start class /| have seen the kids, Lhave seen the

B R e aain i

parents, who have been actively involved in the program.g

s 4 | have spoken with the teachers and the doctors and the sgg_al

e e

workers who have helped these childrenLThey are obviously

being helped, and significantly 4

___——_——-—-

L As | understand the Head Start study} it is essentially

suggesting that many of the gains are not retained -- not that
P

there are no gainsbLIn a year or two, we are told, the Head

Start children do not seem to be significantly better off than
——————

those poor kids who had not had this experience.
e e _—_’
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ZThere is now considerable doubt over the accuracy

and reliability of this study ... and I'm not sur_pris_edLBut

let us assume some of the evidence is upheld in later studies,

m.ﬂion then becomes: Why are the gains of Head Start
———

not retained?

Lls it because of something inherently wrong with Head

Start --or is it with the school system which enrolls the

chlldren, or with the homgi In which the children continue

to live, or the social decay of their neighborhoods?
e - -k

1 | have cited these two recent and specific developments
S ——————— e ——

A ——

just to illustrate the need for greater study and understanding
———
in critical areas of social policy,f But there are other, even
/ S

more bg_g.lic questions} for which we do not now have satisfactory

answers:
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]) ( First, what is the basic explanation for the rebelliousness,
-_—

e 13 e O

the nihilism' the arrgagce of some of our college students

these daysf s it really only superficially different from

previous generations -- or, is there something frighteningly

different this timef What are the similarities as well as the

e

differences between the American and the European experiencef

7/ Z Secong why, when we seemed to be on the brink of a
W ° — 4

(

real breakthrough in desegregation in the United States, have

some elements in the black community given up and actually
e

embraced the very separatism that was once so hatefuIT
ZThlrd do we have enough understanding of the use of

————

violence in both our domestic and our foreign affairs? Are we

reverting back to the law of the jungle? Are we abandoning the

rule of reason and substituting brute force?

e e
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[ These are just a few critical, social issues that go to an
e ] A

' —
understanding of man's basic thinking and spiritual processes.

|
[ On a more practicarproblem-solving level, we must grapple

with new dimensions of concerng
-= How do we turn this nation and this world from the

suicidal arms race and to a greater acceptance of world order

and world rule and world peace?&\nd how do we cew&re the

vast resources being used to build the works of war and use them
P WS S

in the cause of peace?
— TR
-- Can we really do something effective, in tine , to m
the population explosion?
=- What procedures and devices can we develop that will

“
permit the powerless to participate fully in the basic decisions

Dot

S
_—_————

of this society, that is, to share in the power?
[ e masech

1]
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z These are not American problems alone. Certainly

B

they are not Democratic or Republican problems. Or Jewish

AT e -

problems.
F

—
{fut unless we get greater understanding of these, and

other, great issues, then it will matter little whether

President Nixon's legislative program is enacted or not, or who

will be President in 1972 or 1976.
(There is Minking to be done in the years

ahead. Many of our most cherished assumptions and beliefs

must be challenged and reshaped,
A Many of today 's problems cry out for immediate solutions,
-——r ———
and we must try to develop the best answers we can -- under the
circumstances.

4 @giwe must also be generous in allocating sufficient

manpower, sufficient time, sufficient resources to keep working

_&_ e o e
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on the great intellectual challenges which go to the roots of
the human condition.

We must, as a nation, continue to look to groups like
the American Jewish Committee, uninhibited by the limitations
of public policy or Congressional approval, to move ahead in
extending the frontiers of human knowledge.

Each of you is serving humanity itself by making such

work possible.

# # #
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fﬁﬂ> A &y %
/ Mes,
I cannot pretend that I would not rather be President.... bu’g, p 3
these last few months have been very precious, very rewarding, very re-
&
vealing. L?Ley have been months i . i reflection,
) I ww&u((!

A And theyshave-been months of’ intellectual
challenge, especially on the college campus.

If I had my way, I'd require that every public official be forced
to take a sabbatical every now and then -- and forced to spend some time

being exposed to the uninhibited cross-examinations of college students

— andﬁi colieE‘tprof ors. bl cg/ ; QGMW”“‘Q.& /M,?(u" Aerr

-+ O /1-'\'.'

Hh.mk—bhﬁr@'the last 20 years we have developed some good

answers and some good programs to meet our great challenges -- and we

should proceed to implement these ideas and to invest the resources

needed for maximum results.

LEIE tonight I want to talk to you about gaps ;n our understanding
-- about the uncertainties of our knowledge -- anﬁéw:he need to subject
every bit of '"conventional wisdom'" to searching review. LIn\my classes
I'm always being challenged. And I've been doing a good deal of
challenging myself. But I must confess that I am not entirely pleased

with some of the answers I have been giving -- or those I've been

getting.

IWhat better place could there be than the American Jewish Com-

mittee to speak out on this sub,ject'?-'_ylFor over sixty years the Committee

has been in the forefront of the effort to understand bhetber-bler-we

LI

kawe what makes people behave the way they doy why there is bigotry
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and prejudice and group conflict4\how to improve relations between

people and between groups.

While wou have-net—refrained from action, yo
9

first priorify to social rgsearch and under énding. ¢ and
o PERSOMAL ry
definitive/study, THE AUTHORITARIAY B for exampl for
20 years/ Row provided/rich insight and Mlas in turn stimul literally
hundrgds of\additighal studies, not ghlj here in the U but
arodnd the wo { The research ygli sponsoréed_in t con-
>d—t0 e S preme“tUUTT-ﬂE%TSTBﬁ‘ﬁEnn&ﬁgﬁaghoqlﬂseg#egativn.

So tonight I want to commend the American Jewish Committee for
its contribution to public understanding of basic problems. But I want
to do more than commend you. I wish to urge you to do more -- much
more.

LE?O recent studies have prompted my remarks tonight. Both
have jarred many of us. Both surely must be only the beginning -- be-
Mpe T J_ b Oloclals
cause bodaby\a ear to contradlct,gp much that we have seen and 4% much
that we have believed. [EEE we must never fear to explore because
earlier beliefs may be shaken. We must be willing to explore further
because there can be terrible damage and terrible misunderstanding if

- {20/ G ] wleels ¢—— 14
only partia knowledge/@s simplistically stated and simplistically

mterpreted-j“ s has l'w(b Wwde!é’ “& ' (L‘?

l refer to the reoee kploy. R on the re-

lative 51gn1f1cance of environmental and genetic influences on intelli-

,2//'
genc%d_and to last week's study of Head Start, that wonderful anti-

poverty program for disadvantaged pre-school children. [In both cases,
I fear, initial public disclosures have already butressed the prejudices
and the antagonisms that some Americans feel towards other Americans

and towards public efforts to help people. These initial disclosures
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A could be dlsastrous to the causes which you and I have placed high on
America's agenda.

Z—?ut should these concerns qﬁZgﬁps make us want to suppress the

studies or condemn them out of hand? I would hope not.

— o I s R
nat both of these studles were conducted by bﬁé;bai&& sympathetic and
(» ?{E’.{FW = - "“""'m-i"—':h-'-i‘,; TGS Lt

sensitive 1nd1v1dua.i§flt is now wﬂrespon51b111tym_to

examine the studies, not the immediate news and editorial coverage of

them, but the full studies, to subject the findings to searching
analysis, and to match those findings with all other knowledge we

have or can obtain -- so that ultimately we may face the total picture
and then determine what, if any, modifications in our social policy
may be required.

Zﬂzﬁhave never believed -- I do not now believe -- and I am cer-
tain that I will never accept -- the notion of any racial or group
superiority or inferiority. ti?ere are indeed, let us say it bluﬁtly,
superior people and inferior people. But there are no "superior" or
"inferior" peoples.[:ﬂﬂ&ﬁ%b must never permit attitudes to be developed

or social policies to be enacted which would evaluate individuals as

members of any group. That's what prejudice is all about.ééﬁfmqindivi-

~duAl_is-in faet-equal before-tho=tawsand=belore i God wmdutathatha s
JEH@E:ﬁE;ﬂtﬁfﬁgﬁﬁéathiﬁ§TVTﬂE#IﬁE§Léﬂd@ﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ*ﬁhm?ﬂ@ﬁiﬁ&&?m@hemsamefpb—
tential for-growth-and -

l_zhﬁo not hold this view simply as political or spiritual dogma.
The simple fact which I have experienced throughout my life is that there
is a wide spectrum of brilliance and sensitivity and spirituality in
every single people I ever observed. There are geniuses on our Indian
reservations, in darkest Africa, on Israeli kibbutzim, and some even

on the faculty and in the student body at Harvard. LAnd there are



scoundrels whose skins are white or yellow or black —- and in-between,

rich or poor, educated or ignorant.

aolda Tﬂ_“hmﬁ,—rwuﬁr--~—¥n_——~¢j-~=~—-~4u;-__ _

i studieggbr simplistic interpretathhB\ESereof can ever
F i

brilliant,

oes have/been among the mo

/

Ty

blacks —- Thurgoog/ﬁarshall, Ralﬁhe‘ ndhe, Robert Weave Rpy Wilkins,

itney Young;}}i..... A 8 3 ST .

adn b YV VI 2N~ A
&he vagie tryth bhzhm

~evely program is that each individual must be judged on his own worth

Wy Altibiinlot

and must be given every opportunity to expose and develop that worth.
Eleanor Roosevelt, in one of her last books, said it with her typical

simple eloquence :

"Everyone who believes,'" she said, "that in every human being
there is a spark of the divine, that he is not an animal, must
believe that to help that human being achieve the fullness of
his potential is the greatest service which his government can

fulfi1l.»
L?hat's it in a nutshell. We have an obligation to let each
of God's creatures grow, without unfair barriers or limitations. But

how? That's what we have been trying to do these many years -- but

with uneven success.,

Ve
LA .,'("E/
( This is where the Jghkifls and the Head Start studies could give
usS some clues -- and we must be willing and ready to look for clues.
!
Is it possible that fter several hundred years of deprivations, some
tﬁrﬂ *n-ﬂhl4&@nlAujhtf¢é¢2¢£?v,¢dbuﬁéf~- .
egro childrenAsuffer not only the generally understood environmental
handicaps but have been damaged even genetically? 1Is the malnutrition,

even starvation, we find among poor ﬁ%eple today a significant factor

in genetic damage to children born to such People? WHat new armd o as .
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remedies must be developed to meet any of these new findings@

In the Head Start study, we were told last week that Foi=Ssramme
M ‘-ﬁh’d"“"“:"‘% .a-cuz d

gains seem to vanish\ : : m&gome have already jumped to the
A Aepd b i\

hasty conclusion that here's another Federal program that seems to have

been a :Ea11ure and a waste of hundreds of millions of dollars _&

alled.. lOn a purely personal

I have been in many a

Head Start class. I have seen the kidsp I have seen the parents, who |-'
have been actively involved in the program; I have spoken with the ;

\ teachers and the doctors and the social workers who have helped tThese /
RTEE They are obviously being helped, and 51gn1f1cant1y.

, A i taw@,os

is that fhe gains are not re‘ta1nedA

|

1
\[
L
{

that there are nof gains. In a year or two, we are told, the Head

| Start childrendo not seem to be significa&tﬂly better off than those

| ——— e e
| poor kids who had not had this experience J{Z et —the—guestronwis,
w?l Is it because of something inherently wrong with Head Start
P s

49
—-- orpwith the school system which picks him up or, the home in which he

)
continues to live, or the social decay of the neighborhood he lives in?

[ ! have cited these two recent and spec:Lflc de (elopments just
Alan AL ed g Coy o ot vt FJ«_
to illustrate the need for greater study and understandlngﬂ But there

WS
are other;, even more basic question?/ for which we do not'\ha.ve ey

satlsfactory answers

z:i;; What is the basic explanation for the rebelliousness, the

nihilism, the arrogance of some of our college students these
days? Is it really only superficially different from previous

generations -- or is there something frighteningly different
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this time? What are the similarities as well as the differences

between the American and the European experience?

Eor
VI ok,

(‘__/;M '
ﬁ.,\Why, when we seemed to be on the brink of a real break-

\Q through in desegregation in the United States, have some
;‘iﬂ elements in the black community given up and actually embraced
E; Egg very separatism that was once so hateful?
X A j}‘:;Do we have enough understanding of the use of violence in \
X :\ both our domestic and our foreign affairs? Are we reverting
5 } back to the law of the jungle? Are we abandoning the rule of
\\ reason and substituting brute force?
3
i\’ :: These are just a few critical, social issues that go to an

understanding of man's basic thinking and spiritual processes. Bt
R
\5 !@1 a more practical problem-solving level, we must grapple with new

~

dimensions of concern:

¥ X 1. How do we turn this nation and this world from the sui-
S N cidal arms race and to a greater acceptance of world order and

Y ) world rule and world peace?’ 71

NS - 2 How—do-we beﬂer-man‘ctge"m ggrgam'n-rf-edor-al_ma_ch}n r_y?
Q x_“ -'" HQE M*m—-ww F-ede-n&}m—ua(.hm tal kfng

*:%::‘i“ o 3, ~Can we.solve: water and air pollution threat before it

g
2.‘ Can we really do something effective, in time, to stop
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These-are—ttlIustrations of the Kind of major cha ~facing

humanity-as we appraqeh-the—-end-of-the-twentieth centuxr
not American problems alone. Certainly they are not Democratic or
Republican problems. Or Tewish problems.! But unless we get greater
understanding of these,and otherl, great issues, then it will matter
little whether President Nixon's legislative program is enacted or not,

or who will be President in 1972 or 1976 ~- or-even—who-wins—the-next

/@Mﬁwm%s es is.
ey e e LT

Aot plead)
ZE?ny of

There is muchﬂth1nk1ng to be done in the years aﬁeadtﬂ i

'rtoday s problems cry out for 1mmed1ate solutlons, and we must try to

\

Crigentr dupt CON =~ Anedin $ur Cpnittrlas
develop the best pm/\@: we mus ébe generous in allocatlna
sufficient manpower, sufficient time, sufficient resources to keep
af.wfat,w Wity FO G F A07T 7 ol fetimatns :;wu;am
working on the great intellectual !we must, as

a nation, continue to look to groups like the American Jewish Committee,

uninhibited by the limitations of public policy or Congressional approval,
to move ahead in extending the frontiers of human knowledge.

f Each of you is serving humanity itself by making such work

possible. -
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