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APRIL 22, 1969 

1-J.t is a pleasure to appear before the American Jewish 

Committee in my new role as V. P. --visiting professor, that -is. ( -

' ~ I cannot pretend that I would not rather be President ... 

but, in a II honesty, these last few months have been very 

precious, very rewarding, very revealing . .. 
L...,These have been months of greater reflection ... and 

months of considerable intellectual challenge, especially on the 

college campus. 
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If I had my way, I'd require that every pub I ic officia I 

be forced to take a sabbatical every now and then --and forced 

to spend some time being exposed to the uninhibited cross-

examinations of college students --and of college professors.0 

~I even have a few public off~als I could no~ate right now. ( 

~ n the last twenty years we have developed S2_Te ~od 
answers and som~ good prograws to meet our great challenges -­
--=--

and we should proceed to implement these ideas and to invest -
the resources needed for maximum resu Its. --i But tonight I want to talk to you about gaps in our understanding 

--about the uncertainties of our knowledge --and about the 

need to subject every bit of "conventional wisdom" to searching 
- > 

rev1ew. 
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J d~ ' 
t..___ In my elas•~l 'm always being challengedLAnd I've 

been doing a good deal of challenging myself.J.,.But I must 

confess that I am not entirely pleased with some of the answers ...._ 

~have been giving --or those I've been gettin~. } - • 
What better place could there be than the American 

Jewish Committee to speak out on this subject? And what 

more appropriate function than the Herbert A.~ 
Memorial dinner --an evening to honor the memory of a -
great American who challenged every bit of conventional wisdom ---'-..... -----« - ~.-

of this societ~ especially when this wisdom restricted or 

denied the rights of the less fortunate among us . ., 
~ . .....-
1... For over sixty years th~ommittee has been in the 

forefront of the effort to understand what makes people behave 

the way they do ... why there is bigotry and prejudice and 
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group conflict ... and how to improve relations between -
people and between groups. • ...... 
f. so tonight I want to commend the American Jewish 

Committee for its contribution to public understanding of - ,_ 

basic problemsL B~ I want to do '=ethan c01~end you. 

I wish to urge you to do mere --much more. / - - .,..,-, -- -
/...Two recent studies have prompted my remarks tonight• 

L Both have jarr~ many of us. Both surely must be only the 

beginning --because the reports of both studies appear to 

contradict much that we have seen and much that we have 

believed. 
t -

ABut we must never fear to explore because earlier beliefs 

may be shakenfwe must be willing to explore further because 

there can be terrible damage and terrible misunderstanding 



I 

~~, ooo4S4 
n A1JJ:lhr;_ • .,~¥'-<.,t4-~eu•~,.. 

if only partial knowledge --or partial reports of knowledge -­

are simplistically stated and simp I istically interpreted. 

h I rete; firs) to the highly controversial J,::;n study 

on the relative significance of environ mental and genetic 

influences on intelligence and) secondly, to last week'~ study 

of Head Start, that wonderful anti-poverty program for 

disadvantaged pre -school children. 

J..ln both cases, I fear, i~ public disclosures have 

already buttressed the prejudices and the an tag on isms that 

some Americans feel towards other Americans and towards 

public efforts to help peoplebese initial disclosures --
P?:. 

incomplete and often misleading --could be disastrous to the 

causes which you and I have placed at the top of America's 

agenda. 
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/..But should these concerns make us want to suppress 

the studies or condemn them out of hand? I would hope not. { 
--~... , 
L It is now our responsibility to examine the studies, not 

d" J 
the immediate news and editorial coverage of the~· but the 

~II stud~si to s~ect the f~ings to searching analysis)' 

and to match those findings with all other knowledge we have or 

can obtain -- so that ultimately we may face the total picture -
and then determine what, if any, modifications in our social 

::-" -
pol icy may be required .• 

L.1 have never believed - I tie net neoo believe --and I 

am certain that I will never accept --the notion of any racial .., 
or group superiority or inferiority. • -L There are indeed, let us say it bluntly, superior ~le 
and inferior people. But there are no "superior" or "inferior" 

.$- ~ - ......... 

peoples . ......... ____, 
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permit attitudes to be develo ed or social ..... -
· tee is all about. 

~~ ~e simple fact which I have experienced throughout 

my life is that there is a wide spectrum of brilliance and 

sensitivity and spirituality in every single people, ~re are 

geniuses on our Indian reservationJ in Africa; on Israeli 

kibbutzim , and some even on the faculty and in the student 

body at Harvard. t 
/.....And there are scoundrels whose skins ar:,.white or yellow 

or black --and in -between, rich or poor, educated or ignorant. - ,. 
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~The basic truth we must always remember is that~ 
individual must be judged on his own worth and must be given --
every opportunity t~se and develop that worthJ Eleanor 

Roosevelt, in one of her last books, said it with her typical 

simple eloquence: 

''Everyone who believes that in every human being 

there is a spark of the divine, that he is not an animal, 

must believe that to help that human being achieve the 

fu II ness of his potentia I is the greatest service which 

his government can fulfill.'' 

/..rhat's it in a nutshell. We have an obligation to let each 

of God's creatures grow, without unfair barriers or limitations. 

But how7 That's what we have been trying to do these many -· 
years --but with uneven success. 
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l This is where the Jensen and the Head Start studies ... 
could give us some clues --and we must be willing and ready 

to look for clues .• 

Lis it possible that after several hundred years of 

deprivations, some Negro children -- ard some white ch ildre!V 
F 

as well --suffer not only tre generally understood environmental 

handicaps but have been damaged even genetically~ the 

malnutrition, even starvation, we find among poor people today 
• '$ 

a significant factor in genetic damage to children born to such ,. .. 
people, What new and better remedies must be developed to 

0 - <""{;J.·~) meet any of these new findings --if tne :re indeed substantiatedf 

LIn the '!ad Start styd'tr we were told last week that gains 

made by children in the program seem to vanish rapidly, WE 

"-Some persons have already jumped to the hasty conclusion 
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that here's another Federal program that seems to have been 

a failure and a waste of hundreds of millions of dollars.0 

{..On a purely personal basi) and without getting into the 

dispute over the accuracy or methodology of the study itse} 

I just refuse to accept such a verdict.[! have been in many ...... 
a Head Start class .I!. have seen the kids• ~have seen the 

parents, who have been actively involved in the program..., 

" I have spoken with the teachers and the doctors and the s.2£!!11 

workers who have helped these childrenl!"hey are obviously 

being helped, and significantly. 

/., As I understand the Head Start stud~ it is essentially 

suggesting that many of the gains are not retained -- not that 

there are no gains~ n a year or two, we are told, the Head 

Start children do not seem to be significantly better off than 

those poor kids who had not had this experience. ____ ___... ,., 
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~There is now considerable doubt over the accuracy 

and reliability of this study ... and I'm not surprised.J..!ut 

let us assume some of the evidence is upheld in later studies, 

~stion then becomes: Why are the gains of Head Start ...... 
not retained? 

(1s it because of something inherently wropg with Head 

Start --or is it with the school system which enrolls the -
children/ or with the hom'i in which the children continue 

to live, or the social decay of their neighborhoods? 

L I have cited these t!o re<;!lnt and specific developments 

just to illustrate the need for greater study and understanding 

in critical areas of social policyJ.!_u~there are ~er, even 

m~re ~c question) for which we do not now have satisfactory 

answers: 

7 
I 
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( Firjt, what is the basic explanation for the rebelliousness, 

the nihilism, the a-.rriloo::a:~p•ce of some of our college students 
• v a 

these daysf ~s it really only superficially different from 

previous generations -- o~ is there something frighteningly 

different this timef What are the similarities as well as the 

di!!erences between the Ameri~n and the European experiencef 

l~ L Se~ why1 w,:n we seemed to be on the brink of a 

real breakthrough in desegregation in the United State7 have 

some elements in the black community given up and actually 

embraced the very separatism that was once so hateful/ 

J Third, do we have enough understanding of the use of 

"~ violence in both our domestic and our foreign affairs? Are we 

reverting back to the law of the jungle? Are we abandoning the 
/ 

rule of reason and substituting brute force? 
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L These are just a few critica~ SJcial)~ues that go to an 

understanding of man's basic thinking and spiritual processes. 

l On a more practicar problem -solvin~'level, we must grapple 

with new dimensions of concern~ 

--How do we turn this nation and this world from the 

suicidal arms race and to a greater acceptance of world order 

and world rule and world peace?f!nd how do we ccwture the 

vast resources being used to build the works of war and use them 

in the cause of peace? 

/;.-Can we really do something effective, in tine, to~; I 
the popu I at ion explosion? 

~What procedures and devices can we develop that will 

permit the powerless to participate fully in the basic decisions _, """"-' 

of this society, that is, to share in the power? 
.... -. 
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Lrhese are not American problems alone. Certainly 

they are not Democratic or Republican problems. Or Jewish 

problems . 
.... 
_;;2§ut unless we get greater understanding of these, and 

other, great issues, then it wi II matter I ittle whether 

President Nixon's legislative program is enacted or not, or who 

ahead. Many of our most cherished assumptions and beliefs 

must be challenged and reshaped, 

( Many of~ 's problems cry out for immediate solutions, 

and we must try to develop the best answers we can --under the 

circumstances. 

~~we must also be generous in allocating sufficient 

manpower, sufficient time, sufficient resources to keep working 
. -
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on the great intellectual challenges which go to the roots of 

the human condition. 

We must, as a nation , continue to look to groups like 

the American Jewish Committee, uninhibited by the limitations 

of public policy or Congressional approval , to move ahead in 

extending the frontiers of human knowledge. 

Each of you is serving humanity itself by making such 

work possible. 

# # # 
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I cannot pretend that I would not rather be President .... bu} J 

these last few months have been very precious, very rewarding, very re­

vealing.~ave been months 
• I ,. 

"foi just pla:iR co~itiil tien i( find i;.belr n b%"8 lssen months of,_ intellectual 

challenge, especially on the college campus. 

If I had my way, I'd require that every public official be force d 

to take a sabbatical every now and then -- and forced to spend some time 

being exposed to the uninhibited cross-examinations of college students 

r- t:biRli t.'aat.E the last 20 years we have developed some good 

answers and some good programs to meet our great chall~nges -- and we 

should proceed to implement these ideas and to invest the resources 

needed for maximum results. 

(_su: tonight I want to talk to you about gaps in our understanding 
~ 

about the uncertainties of our knowledge -- and~the need to subject 

every bit of "conventional wisdom" to searching review. ~y classes 

I'm always being challenged. And I've been doing a good deal of 

challenging myself. But I must confess that I am not entirely pleased 

with some of the answers I have been giving-- or those I've been 

getting. 

t what better place could there be than the American Jewish Com-

mittee to speak out on this subject? the Committee 

has been in the forefront of the effort to understand be• : than ::a .. ' 
~-.. what makes people behave the way they do why there is bigotry 



and prejudice and group conflict ~how to improve relations between 

people and between groups. 

studies, 

preme 

~tonight I want to commend the American Jewish Committee for 

its contribution to public understanding of basic problems. But I want 

to do more than commend you. I wish to urge you to do more -- much 

more. 

~o recent studies have prompted my remarks tonight. Both 

have jarred man of us. Both surely must be only the beginning -- be-

~~'1--
cause ~~~~appear to contradict much that we have seen and~ much 

that we have believed. ~u~ we must never fear to explore because 

earlier beliefs may be shaken. We must be willing to explore further 

because there can be terrib~and terrible misunderstanding if 

only ~;fia~~~implistical~;-~ted and simplistically 

interpreted. 

l:_re 

lative significance of environmental and genetic influences on intelli-

/)(~1 
gence~and 1~o last week's study of Head Start, that wonderful anti-

poverty program for disadvantaged pre-school children. ~both cases, 

I fear, initial public disclosures have already butressed the prejudices 

and the antagonisms that some Americans feel towards other Americans 

and towards public efforts to help people. These initial disclosures 
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A could be disastrous to the causes which you and I have placed high on 

America's agenda. 

~ut should these concerns make us want to suppress the 

studies or condemn them out of hand? I 

both of these studies 

sensitive individuals It is now 

examine the studies, not the immediate news and editorial coverage of 

them, but the full studies, to subject the findings to searching 

analysis, and to match those findings with all other knowledge we 

have or can obtain -- so that ultimately we may face the total picture 

and then determine what, it any, modifications in our social policy 

may be required. 

~ have never believed 

tain that I will never accept 

I do not now believe -- and I am cer-

the notion of any racial or group 

superiority or inferiority. [ There are indeed, let us say it bluntly, 

superior people and inferior people. But there are no "superior" or 

"inferior" peoples. ~.:!_ never permit attitudes to be developed 

or social policies to be enacted which would evaluate individuals as 

members of any group. That's what prejudice is all about. 

'!ff ~he same pe-

hold this view simply as political or spiritual dogma. 

The simple fact which I have experienced throughout my life is that there 

is a wide . spectrum of brilliance and sensitivity and spirituality in 

every single people I ever observed. There are geniuses on our Indian 

reservations, in darkest Africa, on Israeli kibbutzim, and . some even 

on the faculty and in the student body at Harvard. l An~there are 
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scoundrels whose skins are white or yellow or black -- and in-between, 
rich or poor, educated or ignorant. 

simplistic 

Wilkins, 

~e basic truth 

is that each individual must be judged on his own worth 
and must be given every opportunity to expose and develop that worth. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, in one of her last books, said it with her typical 
simple eloquence: 

"Everyone who believes," she said, "that in every human being there is a spark of the divine, that he is not an animal, must believe that to help that human being achieve the fullness of his potential is the greatest service which his government can fulfill." 

L;hat's it in a nutshell. We have an obligation to let each 
of God's creatures grow, without unfair barriers or limitations. But 
how? That's what we have been trying to do these many years-- but 
with uneven success. 

~is is where the the Head Start studies could give 
us some clues -- and we must be willing and ready to look for clues. 

it possible that ~fter #s~vpral hundred years of deprivations, some ..... _N_~~~,~Uwet/-... . egro childrenAsuffer not only the generally understood environmental 
handicaps but have been damaged even genetically? Is the malnutrition, 
even starvation, we find among poor p~eple today a significant factor 
in genetic damage to children born to such people? What new Qnn h~++~~ 
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remedies must be developed to meet any of these new findingsll 

study, we were told last week that ~~~~~+ 

o~e already jumped to the 

hast y conclusion that here's another Federal program that seems,_~~ 

a. failure and a waste of hundreds of 

to accept such a verdict. I have been in many a 

Head Start class. I have seen the kids • I have seen the parent s, who 

gains are not retainedAnot 

that there are nof gains. In a year or two, we are told, the Head 

Start childrendlo not seem to be significantly better off than those 

poor kids who had not had this experience. Wall, the qaest i e ft i ~, 

~~~!!=_ f? I Is it because of something inherently wro~g with Head Start 
~All- t....:.:...: ~ 

-- orAwith the school system which picks him up)or~ the home in wh ich he 

continues to live, or the social decay of the neighborhood he lives in? 

~/I ~ave cited t~ese tw~ recent and spec~fic dev l~pments just 
t.:,...;. /W\ ~" ~ ~ . 

to illustrate the need for greater study and understanding But there 
~ 

are other;, even more basic question, for which we do notAhave 
.. 

satisfactory answers: 
:,.;-~I ', 
~hat is . ~he basic explanation for the rebelliousness, the 

nihilism, the arrogance of some of our college students these 

days? Is it really only superficially differ ent from previ ous 

generations -- or is there something~ frighteningly different 
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this time? What are the similarities as well as the differences 

between the American and the European experience? 

~~· 
~ · ~ Why, when we seemed to be on the brink of a real break-

through in desegregation in the United States, have some 

elements in the black community given up and actually embraced 

separatism that was once so hateful? 

understanding of the use of violence in \ 

both our domestic and our foreign affairs? Are we reverting 

back to the law of the jungle? Are we abandoning the rule of 

reason and substituting brute force? 

These are just a few critical, social issues that go to an 

understanding of man's basic thinking and spiritual processes. ~ 

£~ a more practical problem-solving level, we must grapple with new 

dimensions of concern: 

1. How do we turn this nation and this world from the sui-

cidal arms race and to a greater acceptance of world order and 

3. · Can 

~ Can we really do something effective, in time, to stop 

1 
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not American problems alone. Certainly they are not Democratic or 

Republican problems. Or ~ewish problems.~unless we get greater 

understanding of these,and other~ great issues, then it will matter 

little whether President Nixon's legislative program is enacted or not, 

e:xt 

~ ~~ ~~ 
There is much~thinking to be done in the years~~ny of 

problems cry out for immediate solutions, and we must try to 
.N"~~t. ~ - '~~ I ~~ • 

develop the best P!k!iQ' "YH/!1\. l!!::: we mu~~e generous in allocating 

suffi£ ien} manpower, sufficient time, sufficient resourqes to keep 
~· ~ zt~~ ~lt~~~~IW"Jof 

working on he great i ellectua1 afJ'lr.._,;~emcs:mJ"J=c~l!l':tt=::~~ 

a nation, continue to look to groups like the American Jewish Committee, 

.· 

uninhibited by the limitations of public policy or Congressional approval, 

to move ahead in extending the frontiers of human knowledge. 

/ Eac~ of you is serving humanity itself by making such work 

possible. 

' 

1'1~ au.,., 
tvvJ £00 /~~~~ 
t~~eJ, 
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