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| accept the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Award cM

with great pleasure...with great pride...and with a proper wn |
P i

amount of humility -- enough, but not too much.!
M = R e R P )

AI think most of you know what this award spagticularhy,
W s— =

means to me.

—————
4 Throughout the formative years of my life, the career
——

of Franklin D. Roosevelt, along with Woodrow Wilson's,
T TR P .

L e

fashioned in my soul the fundamental belief that man has
m————TTR S ——T T ST,

within himself the capacity to build a more iust and humanew

order.

I
—
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/ N
/ A President Roosevelt's unshakeable faith in the fundamental
i e e

goodness of this country and her people has many times
——
buttressed my faith in the ultimate worth of our democratic
et
enterprise/;especially in those moments of our national life

————ne T

when our actions have fallen below expectations.,

K LFor the past quarter-century as an elected public official

| . | have tried to live this faith and act on these beliefs.
S —

‘ | have now resumed my teaching career in government

and political science after a rather extended leave-of -absence

to=corrdtret-some—fietd-—resemeh -- twenty-five years, to be

exact.
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U%We have been having some lively times on the campus g
e

the basis of a number of discussions and debates |

ST

have since assuming the title of V.P. -- Visiting
e ——
Professor -- | gather that for some students the most damming

criticismy they can level at a political figure today is the charge
e ———

of being an "Old Liberal", or even worse, "a Disciple of the
[ w

New Deal". ,

SR,

@’th is an indication of our unsettled times that these
AP

epithets can be hurled with equal fervor from the far left
R ——— — ——

and the far right.

Z | find it difficult to refute the fact that | am, indeed,

a liberal who has grown somewhat older. This coincidence
., s S———

of circumstances mgssssasily= | suppose, qualifies me as an
"Old Liberal" -- or at least an "Older Liberal". !)

=, Bt |
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zBut | do di the implication that goes with the

other charge -- the notion that advocacy of the principles
e R e S =g

and objectives of the New Deal somehow guarantee a person's

_ﬂ

irrelevance in today's circumstances. .
R ——— L e T R

4 | suspect further that persons who make these charges

understand neither the philosophy which underlay the specific
pp—— —

actions of the New Deal nor the relationship of this philosophy
p———

to our present social and economic_challenges.

/_Having now been reestablished in the academic WOrd eamms
— ——— o

thanks to the American peogle and the U.S. Constitution --
Md to dust off a little known scholarly work
—

written by a candidate for the Master's degree in political

science at Louisiana State University in the early 1940's.

———
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This student -- one )—f}H.j:umphrey -- chose to write

his thesis on 'The Political Philosophy of the New Deal”'

Mt he reached this rather erudite conclusion:¥The primary
= -

objective (of the New Deal) has been to regain and to secure

economic liberty for the average man, not by abrupt change

and revolution, but by experimental reordering of the profit

system in order to provide economic security without sacrificing
L = T

political Iiberty."

/\’Q)eople remember or read about the multitude of

H___,

agencies and initials which suddenly became part of every American's

L et

life in the 1930's. o

APeople forget or are seldom told of the tremendous outpouring

—_— @ e

of creative imagination, combined with a willingness to experiment
/ i /

which lay behind these governmental initiatives.
Wm
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We forget that FDR acted always with one objective
L A 5 -_— 'J = O

firmly in mind:‘to create social and economic conditions
R

in America whereby the individual, Afinkhesbenesmensey

could again assume control of his own destiny.

LJhis is precisely the philosophy - the attitude of mind --

which is essential today if we are again to seize the offensive
. —

against our current problems‘qthe same decisiveness, zeal

and courage which marked our national life
—

M&TXe New Deal.,

This is precisely what is needed today if we are again to

instill in this country a feeling of hope and confidence in our
——ﬂ =

capacity to bend the future in the cause of freedom and humanityg,
[ e ] ’
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Of course, today's economic and social conditions are
as different from the ones which confronted Franklin D.
Roosevelt as his were from those faced by Abraham Lincoln.
Z\No reasonable person woulgic_lxg_c_gte a re-creation

of the specific governmental actions which characterized the

New Deal.LAnd no%e_ do ” the outraged verbal assaults
against "Old leerals“ and "New Dealers" notwithstanding. {
[ES————————

LBut some of usg saying that the heart and the soul

e —
w which FDR brought to government is urgently

needed today -- particularly if we are to sustain the trust and

faith of the least fortunate among us that the'system will work
 ammnd e B s i ST =

for them also M
— & M




000590

-8 -

}\To be candid, | would feel a good bit better about the

present Administration's admomtlons to lower our voices
— Smmm——

and pause in the unfinished work of social justice if we were
A ﬂ

also hearing some ﬂtalk about what needed to be done e
B A S e

—
and soon -- if we are to avoid the most serious of domestic
’ o A

difficulties o

T
4 Too often it seems that the people who are m
eir voices are the sgme people who have not been
7 % Fﬁ 200 7\',

41 am all for not promising more than we can deliver --

permitting these sentiments to become

rationalizations for doing lggithan the absolute maximum of

what we are capable of doing.r.w

TS T
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beki : ; ican

and

P

QDDW fact, our
WMI'MLM ‘M
basic error,hﬁl\*the protracted failure to mobilize the |

full resources and energies of this country to ' )
e S

Ll have fought in the cause of humanity for too long to

be silent now{l

And | intend to keep on fighting the bigotry, hate,
AT AR

intolerance, and injustice which still flourishes in this country...

——— —— *m :
and, in the end, we can win this battle too.‘ W“‘a |\\'Lw_)
. ——
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- lO -
| still believe that every individual in this societ
can have his chance., ULME &:0 ‘r%
=% EE————

And | believe that those of us who have had our chance
=

bear the moral obligation to help those who are less fortunate %o

have the same break.g

A This award -- no less than the life of the man in
—

whose memory it is given -- strengthens my commitment
m

and Nd renews my couragea

LFor this | thank you from the bottom of my heart.
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( I accept the Franklin D. Roosevelt Memorial Award #x with great
#ggpleasure, . , with great pride, . . and with a proper amount

of humility--enough, but not too much,

[ I think most of you know what this award, particularly, means to

mne,

| Throughout the formative years of my life, the career &

Worrdrw UUedson 2
Franklin D, Roosevelt, along with ﬁuw “fashloned

soul the fundamental
Xk in my sewiweesyl belief thet man has within himself the capacity

to build a more just and humane order,

‘ President Roosevelt's unskakeable faith in the funamental goodness

many times
of this country and her people hag/ buttressed my faith in the ultimate

) Own tnaleonns bifr

worth of our democratlc enterprise, especlally in those moments when

l For the past quarter-century as an elected public official

I have tried to live this faith and act on these beliefs,
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Md{have‘msumd xx my teaching career in government

and political science after a cemssimA extended leave-of-absence to

L
conductafield research--twenty-five years, to be exactd We have been

having some lively times on the campus, i‘lf:‘y

[ 20
T L I have held

< ﬂn the basis of a number of discussions and debates l:‘:t#m:x

assuming that for some students

since xmmmwouwd the title of "Professor," T gather/timowamexmf the

most damning criticismi sgirZee R Ipwghed at a political figure today

is the charge of being an "0Ol1d Libera].)" even worse, "a Disciple of
the New Deal " pegpaQpetagi- i boieva i oA e

/WE::LS an indication of our unsettled times that Ayl

these mxitieizmxx epithets can be hurled with equal mxfmxxfx fervor
from the far left and the far right,

‘ I find it difficult to refute the fact that I am, indeed, a liberal

L]

who has grown somewhat older, —PWet Emtxatix coincidence of circumstances
At B
necessarily, I suppose, melwpsew@A an "0ld Liberal,"

lBut I do dispute the implication that goes with the other charge’--

o e elpelirte . Mt
the notion that”advocacy of thejlew Deal ageawbeliefeihatupove
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wosnaminsit®s somehow dkegnelifliesawmpergen-feseselil gusrantees

a pcrson's irrelevance in today's circumstances,

[I's‘nmpect further that persons who make these charges understand
neither the philosophy which underlay the specific actions of the
New Deal nor the relationship of this philosophy to our present
social and economic challenges,

A reean
l reestablished in them academic world--thanks

to the #merican people and the U.S, “Yonstitution--I am emboldened

kno o
to dust off a little kg

scholarly

work written by a candidate for the Master's degree in political
Louisiana

science at awkxiom State University in the early 19L0's,

‘ This student~--one H,H, Humphrey--chose to write his thesis on
"The Political Philosophy of the New “eal," In it he reached this
rather erudite conclusion: "The primary objective (of the New Yeal)
has been to regain and to secure economic liberty for the average

man, not by mépmmgek abrupt change and revolution, but by experimental

reordering of the profit system in order to provide economic security



L/
without sacrificing political liberty."

t Today people remcmber‘the multitude of agencies and initials

which suddenly became part of every American's life in the 1930's,

0 e pldp, Wld 7 :
l People i‘orgetAthe tremendous outpouring of creative imagination,w

! ﬂ'wlllingness to experiment, W
these govermmental initiatives,
which lay behind wm—

‘ e @i forget that FDR acted always with one objective fimmly
in mind: to create social and economic conditions in America
whereby the individual, not the bureaucracy, could again assume
control of his own destiny,

l This is precisely the philospohy--the attitude of mind--which
is essential today if we are again to seize the offensive against
our current problems with the same decisiveness, wfaghatkx zeal and
courage which markedhthe shea dawning of the New Deal,

" This is precisely what is needed today if we are again to instill
#o i Copaeit, 1o Ltnd Ftu
in this country a feeling of hope and confidence
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t ®e economic and social conditions W) are as different from

Franklin D, Roosevelt
the ones which confronted i‘.ﬁ as his were different from those faced

by Abraham Lincoln.

Aldsgvalr wrued :
uo‘person P Loilinnge 2 L enxmins Prghigadlly advocate

a re-creation of the xpwshifim specific govermmental actions which
characterized the New “eal, #nd none do--Emspike the outraged verbal

assaults against "Cld Liberals" and "New Dealers" notwithstanding,

@. some of us are saying that the heart and the soul, if you will,

- -

which FDR brought to government is urgently needed t‘cL‘day—ﬂ.f we
are to sustain the trust and faith of the least fortunate among

us that the system will work for them also.

bonsted *

To be gowenip I would feel a good bit better about the

our
present Administration's admonitions to lower/voices amd pause

in the unfinished work of social justice if we were also

hearing some tough talk about what kkkx needed to be done--and soon--

7 dywaste
it we are to avoid the most serious Acl:i.:‘.‘ficultin:—::s.

lToo often it seems that khm=m the people who are suppc ed to EX
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lower their voices are the same pecple who have not been permitted

to speak for two hundred years,

t I am all for not promising more than we can deliver--up to the
point of permitting these sentiments to become rationalizations for doing
less than the absolute maximum of what we are capatle of doing . . . and
up to the point that we believe our fundamental error has been in
telling the American people that all should share equitably in the wealth
and opportunity of this nation, and forgetting that, in fact, our basie

full resources

error has been the protracted failure to mobilize the xw=mormwxx

and energies of this country to reach this goal.

f hymanit
I have fought in the cat?se /1‘“(%l tog long to wemed silent now,
I know %km that these sentiments are supposed to be unpopular
\4-‘\' I‘)r
today-=-and that the shrewd politician talks about other things--Exiom
organized crime, for example,
Well, I fought organized crime as major of Minneapolis . . ,and

won, And I intend to keep on fighting the bigotry, hate, intolerance,

and injustice which still flourishes in this country ., . . and, in the

A
end, “~imbend=b® win this battle too,
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every
I mkikw still believe that xhe individual Eam in this society

can have his chance,

Qnd I believe that those of us who have had our chance bear

Wosae twlew Ot

the moral mkkk obligation to help epm less fortunat

|

’M have kmkeksxxxkjm same break,

Qﬁ.s award--no less than the life of the gwsak man in whmmx

it
whose memory tkexweoocneom/is given--gomzxmm strengthens my

commitment and renews my COUrages

Qar this I thank you from the bottom of my heart.
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