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‘(It is time for some straight talk -- some honest talk -- -=

”‘#‘E
oy

about the subject of crime which continues to plague this
nation and alarm a growing number of Americans, >
Al know that in your respective businesses the effect W =

of crime is evident in rising costs --and not just the costs

C——

of stolen or damaged merchandlse or the costs of rising

E——— a———

insurance rates --but more seriously, the costs of growing
— . s

\_, anxiety and dislocation in the cities and towns where you
T ek st

conduct busmess
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and crimipa ige as Mayor of ¢ fis c1ty, as a Se

this, ate and as VICB R ,I,Qg_r_ljtﬁ_o_f, the Unit d
while | cannot bu " e theoryNhat if ”'\)/ta seen e of
anythmg, yod ve seenw aII 3 I I ha\w’/earned
enoughto know that crime, the par pfount_source of

fea and re

d tment |n odr cities.
Crimg"h given the  new reason to get out of

the cities where their influence, their vigor and their self

T W mmm—— —

confidence are sorelx needed.

L Crime has given the vindictive new motive to move into

the political scene, preaching a hate-filled doctrine.
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( From the relative --but not total -- safety of the

suburbs, many of our conservatives seek refuge -- our

bigots seek revenge -- and our liberals too often seek a

polite accommodation with spokesmen who see, not a crime
s g T ——

A ——

problem, but merely a residual racism stirred by unthinking

T ————
PP —r—

alarmists.
E—l

=tk

( You come from the world df business and‘appr’oach a

and | see this nati

call functionil

’ﬁz\yﬁﬁids will not be resojved unti
= . -

d -- firmly, wisely and

5 of its functiorfing elements - to find a

of governmer;ﬁ and politics --
ime ,'roblem in term§ of what | can

t are in conflict.g
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L On thjs | k@w/wié!can agree: We are finish/dwith

| o
approaches which_study a problem to_dea death and then Tove

/_2/- the problem stih. intact and growmg worse =- no

/

solutlons no action. . [ f

wﬁ/ls time to dema/dé change

It is time t 4o and get it.

- _____ A

AThe victims of sloppy and inefficient justice are not
mm———— B——e. e g

just the accused people who are delayed of trial, convicted,
e ] e , e

freed and returned -- people whose whole life is as a revolving
—-—3 O

door to jail.

I\The victims are not just the families who lose a member

———

to homicide, or whose life is a constant series of threats and

precautions.

pm——



The victims are, the cities themselves, the states, and
a Nation...and the quality of democratic life we are able to

sustain in this country.

—

Let me remind you of some facts ==reperted-on=tetevision

(“Of the nearly half-million Americans now in jail and

prison, three out of everx_f_c.)_ur will be arrested again for

another crime.

AW %,we reduce the number of repeaters by only

one-fifth, we would stop the increase in crime.

e —

L‘Jf we cut the number of repeaters in half, the crime

———

Ete would drop sharply.
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L”But the most tragic fact of all is that almost the entire

increase in crime since 1960 has been caused by young people.4

————

z Last year, people under 25 committed §§_Percent of the auto
e e e

thefts...82 percent of the burglaries...and 80 percent of

S ————

the arsons.

4 "A majority of crimes against property -- burglary, larceny

J—vverey

and car theft -- are committed by young people between the

ages, mind you, of Il and 17."

e

mhat disturbs me most is the peshisammsnd often

unreasoning reaction these facts seem to stimulate in our

fellow citizens.

( | call this reaction "the politics of crime. "




JAY'You mpight gkpeclf Hmesdineris

cifk exhefly 4o baffe fuay tH ef‘ es i

M ! Extreme conservatives see the inner city as a

monolithic whole, laden with hostility, totally alienated

from the broader society and willingly represented only

by spokesmen who are shrewd manipulators of violence and hate.e

And the extreme liberals tend to view any serious effort

to fight crime as tinged with racist overtones -- the new
e

extension of a conspiracy to scrap the Bill of Rights, enthrone

'"The Fuzz", and preventively detain a whole society

p—

Z And you and | are asked to live with the disastrous

— SR —

results of these extreme misconceptions of reality.

————"

il
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LPeopIe who confuse public safety with public repression
e S Sy Ty

bend every effor’& for example, to retain a police chief

who represents to them the stern old hand of the law g

AThese same peopl /'_J ‘conveniently overlook the police chief's

rejection of every modern police method which could transform

———

their force into a tougher, j_eﬂer, more reliable instrument

of public safety and W

nd in a crisis.

I— N




"This new generation of law eni‘orcemero Bf{}cﬁrﬂrslst be

trained not only in the conventional law enforcement techniques and tactics, i

but also he must know his rights and duties, and the rights of the citizen. | )

He must be trained in community relations. He must be devoid of racial

prejudice. He must be prepared to use the most modern equipment and above

all, he must have made available to him the best equipment.

o e T T T el S - S A b —'ﬂ'—-‘mm
e AT
TR -"—-—n‘\_—-—-

p. 11 T

as extreme liberal dogtrine in- “the field!of criminal justick. It can be jhst

as emotjonal, just

on the-right.
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Z Effective police work is brain work -- not just muscles,p-.-.Q

not just guns. A new generation of police officers will be

needed to safeguard the lives of your children, their families,

their homes and their business, in a complex societ M
— P S y p ——-"y)

T T T T Tt o g s P G

,Jf we want first-class

police work we must be willing to pay first-class salaries and

provide first-class professional trainingb We will also need

more efficient courts and more effective rehabilitation procedures

fiscal
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Z That dimension of increase, my=frientss would get some
results --
T

[ Less than that dimension of effort, and you will only

be fooling yourselves,

LThis is why the question of national priorities is so

)

crucial. Until we are able to divert substantial sums of money

T e ST T o e

from the defense budget into domestic (;_tjin_nels, the short-

changing of ourselves will continue,

' the size fectiveness of our S nt strategic
{ o andyfctiveness of our rese ’teg/\a
nds

nug,lvéar forges;« | remaln anonvmced that our securi‘ty d%ma

h*"‘m ?
/éployment oji’the Safeg ant|-ballisﬁe mlssne system %ttus

'1

v
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L..Jhe gravest threat to our internal security can be

found today on the streets of our cities...and in the

poverty, deprivation and urban decay which contribute
so directly to our problem of crime.

Z These are the ml_is__s_ﬁi[gs -- home grown and home

launched -- which threaten our surwval And meeting

—— T * —

this threat should command top-priority attention by our

entire society.
— =

' 1
)\ his means T must make somemoicas in
rd

draw r bufigetary prlor4 es. And this alsor means

we njust start thinki "arly atiout the prpblem wihich

onts us, rauftr than mermd\some of|the
.' .‘.\94- T " ..._
false dOCtFIE’éS and|ideologies that today dominate~public

discH"siBn and debdte. T

I

I

conf
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stacked against

ope in their
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clalm,Hﬁt/he only solutnogd!!’

A Some pedpie

problems is the, "Iong -range witl\remove

the proplefs when we remove’ the™he which
s@@wn criminals inelr soci

[ FRoy-are-asottrtety—tigimetr—pa Jn the long run
we cannot have civil order without social Justlce,,#!%

QuUr crime

Sesons, I - ’
But there is another serious factor we cannot overlook.

a
ACrimg'itself is rapidly becoming a barrier to achieving these
long-range goals.
NEpE————————— ;

R L 4l eetube s
L Crlmf,;. IS beginning to generate an ugly spirit in our

TP ———

communities...a spirit which threatens to rend the fabric

h—__‘

of society.
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cflling fortard, firm decisioné

-— j - S——
L—TIhere can be no alteﬂtive to public sa Th

can be no substitute.th is the heart -- indeed, it is the

—

unspoken, unwritten, underlying premise of the social

A e~y

contract.
w__..—..—-—-ﬂ"

LAnd if anyone believes that ghetto dwellers think

otherwise, then that person ought to move back into the
pE— _— N ' .
inner city, and Iear__n_ fi_rst hand..g

——

M

e

4 | am convinced the most under-represented Americans

today are the host of tolerant, hard-working, strivin
e TR, ATt

resndents of the mner c:ty -- men and women who share

e fi NS

your faith ln thls nation.

o e ——— A

T
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(They e people who want action,too ~<"and they want

it t now -- fast, beCause their need.+ uch, muchAreatery

L These men and womer™Maye been sile ¢éd by the louder
4 W oy

more frightening, &

——TTTT S,

Yet they arg

pore threatenlng Yefces around thema

B e

Ahe primg, victim Ny €yery

/ 7] i T,
o

Just when a host of new legislation has

in theAand u‘
#

What irony.

enabled action in our cities,

ghd-teSale-biresiswhel . . just when law schools are turning

T S R e T T

out a new breed of young | bent on service to the poor

and to new measures of criminal justice...just when the
m

courts are giving new vigor to the spirit of protection offered

by our Constitution...now, also, comes a devastating crusus

e e —

of urban crime, calculated to grow, and sure to bring

e - S ————— e
I ————

repression, if some people persist in looking the other way. e

A ———————————
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Des Moines excerpts ==3

Mr. V.Py insert The rate of grime in

cogmiftted against thé poor,

c inues to riwé,

@v315" "The battle against the dope peddler, the pusher -- is everyone's

-

business./ These scoundrels are murderers on the instalment plan. [ They are

—-——Tese = —

catalysts of crime. They are the bacteria of criminal acts in order to

PR ——

pay for the dope. ,‘J

‘ We need action on the dangerous drugs aninarcotics front. Where

thousands of our young are being systematically destroyed physically,

e =

mentally and morally. There is no %ocial problem in the nation

than the rapidly growing sale and use of habit-formin drugs..‘ The traffic

in heroin, LSD, speed, not to mention barbituates and marijuana is
— — e

frightening. b

onomic fbloodstyeam,
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ANobody with conviction in the rightness of this nation --

and certainly no one who has given of himself in the welfare

of its people -- ought to keep silent on the subject of crime in

e,

America.
——""‘”"’-‘_-

LYou can't play Hamlet with crime.

Z We need action, we need it desperately, and we need

it now. @ M

A We need action from people who are most sensitive to

the social and economic injustices which create the need for

—

action in the first place.

j_\We need action from people like you, people whodco e

to the battle reluctantly -- without particular_jgy or mood of

retribution.

— e a P

/1 urge you to this work/ TWM
] &

e e ©

Above all, | urge you into the inner city.
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&ou have bretheren there -- and many of us have not
met them.

[ﬂwy know crime, believe me.

And they're as disturbed about it as we are.

but until now, they have been the victims of the politics

Sy

of crime...of conservatives who sometimes fail to separate

g s e,
—

people as people, one by one -- of liberals who sometimes

fail to consider ideas, one by one.

— _‘g-—-——_

As we join ranks in this common struggle against

crime, | believe we will also contribute to building the

larger, single community to which this nation is still

dedicated and on which the long-run survival of this nation

pp— Ty

depends.

——

/\We know that, as in business and professional life,

the only lasting order is the dynamic of change. .

— e

E———— —

—



000556

_|8_

And, in the end, this‘_is our only hope: that efforts

Wlike yourselves, in conjunction with

the efforts of the total community, can produce the changes

which are so urgently needed.

g

The future of our cities -- and the future of this

country -- are now at stake. 4

P—
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Crime has given the affluent now réason to gel out

E
'.,-;

-E“
.

the cities where their infiuen ce, their viger and their self
confldence are sorely neaded.

Crime has given the vindiciive ne. v inotive 1o move into
the political scene, preaching a hate-filled doctrine.

3 rom.the relative -- but not total =- safety of the suburhs,
many of our conservatives seek refuge - our bigots seek
revenge --and our !fberals too oiten seek a polite accommodztion
with spokesmen who see, not a crima probiem, but merely g

residual racism stirred by unthinking alarmists.

You come from the world of business andapproach a
probiem in terms of its sunctioning elements --1o find 2

solution,
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What disturis me most is the partisan an
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e represents. to ihem the stern sld henoe of the v,

InGe A

s@ same peepie convenicntly ovariook the netice chicl's

fgjection of every modern palice methed which colild transivrs
Litir foree into @ tougher, faster, more relizble instrumen
of public safety and civil justica.
Some people -~ yes, even progressive busingss lescer
‘ will support seme senior palice officers who couldn't even Ler i
‘ 1o make it a3 executives In their own fast ~moving erganizatigs,
: Gut, how the weeping starts when police are slowto respond
iti @ orisis.

I"

Effective police work Is brain work -~ nat just muscles
1ot just guns. A new generation of palice cfficers will be neade

(o saleguard the fves of your chilldren, the ir families, their

huiies and their business, in a compiex society.
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G EVIGE , w0 G CONSEDY c.{ll Wiho Samsimes fafl o aefifeaws

peopie as people, ong by omepof liserals who sometimes fail «
consider idess, one by-one.

[ ]
Lilasw

ASwg join ranks in this common sirdggle egalnst crime

| edieve weowill aisocontiibirte h.mu il ferger, singie
community torwiich this palion is st dedicated and on willeh
dic long-run survival of this nation degends.

Wie oy thet, as in busingss and professional fiie

anly fasting order is the dynzmic of change,






Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org





