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Revolution and Politics: 
The Legacy of Independence 

By the Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey 

This i indeed a beautiful day. No one could tand in thi place at 

this time without feelin the importance of the hour and the occasion. 

And I am grateful for the invitation to join in celebrating the memory 

of the great Virginian who e deci ion made here almo t two enturi 

ago led the way to merican independence. 
A celebration uch as thi has a direct bearing on our mental health 

as a people and as a nation. For in a ver real en e a nation like an 

individual, can be a victim of amnesia. If it lo es the memory of it 

own past, it can be at a lo to know what it i in the pr ent, and what 

it wants to be in the future. 
So, therefore, today, I want to dwell on the relation hip between 

living merican and a en e of the merican past. I am convinced 

that thi matter i of central importance to all other topi now at the 

focu of American attention. 
Every generation look at the world through the pri m of its own 

experiences and the pr ent i always in conte t with the pa t. My own 

generation was no exception. 
We came to maturity at a time of great trouble in thi world. ll 

units of economic value had collap ed. Totalitarian dictator hip and 

democratic appeasement destroyed the hope for peace. 
All of u knew that omething was profoundly wrong in many aspect 

of American life. Yet, with few exception , my generation did not feel 

ho tile to the whole of merica' pat. We did not reject the entire w b 

of legal and political in titution which we had inherited from other 

generation . Nor did we call for their overthrow in a thru t of violence 

and force. 
Our thought and our action were governed by a political equation 

between the idea of progress and the idea of order. On the ide of 

progress, we in i ted that law and in titution can no more resist the 

need for change than a grown man can wear the cloth which fit him 

as a boy. 
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And we were convinced that if the need for change was denied while 
life moved on, the predictable result would be a violent explo ion that 
could shatter existing institutions. 

Now, on the side of order, we in isted that if existing in titution were 
simply destroyed in the name of progress, the people would find their 
hope for liberty and progress destroyed in an unlimited war of all 
again t all, and there would be no standard of conduct to which all alike 
could appeal. 

Therefore, by striking a balance between the two sides of that deli­
cate equation, we came to a definition of our own task, namely : to 
cleanse, hopefully to purify the body of existing laws and institutions 
and to retain what was best in them. That which was con erved be­
came the foundation on which we could raise a bridge binding the 
American past to its unfolding future. 

Now, it would be an abuse of language to say that everything my 
generation hoped to do was done. Nor did everything that was done 
gain the objects in view. 

But what my generation achieved, however, with all of its short­
comings, was no small thing. We laid the basis for a tremendous advance 
in material and intellectual condition of American life, and for the 
possibility of a world security system that has thus far pared u the 
carnage of a nuclear war. 

That for my generation. 
Now. How do things stand today? 
Serious minded and vocal members of the rising generation of young 

people have framed a troubled indictment which demands our atten­
tion regardless of whether or not we agree with what it says. The in­
dictment, stripped to its essentials, goes something like thi . Here is 
what they're saying to us : 

The whole order of American politics, inherited from the past, has 
lost relevance in the face of rapid, accelerated and pervasive changes. 
These changes, differing in quantity and quality from any experiences 
in the past, have broken the link between public talk and the po ibility 
of being heard, between urgent needs and the capacity of established 
institutions to respond to them. 

And that young peoples' indictment continues: 
Only a person who denies, they say, the evidence of his own senses 

can deny the shameful reality of two Americas in our midst- the one 
affluent and often indifferent, the other miserable and seething with 
frustration. 

And the indictment concludes in these words: 
There is a clinching proof that the structure of American politics 
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inherited from the past has lost its relevance to the present need . It can 
be seen in the order of values which governs the mechanism of Ameri­
can politics when it comes to the allocation of national resources. 

It is a mechanism, they say, geared almo t automatically to pour out 
limitless billion of dollars in support of armament systems beyond the 
limits of rational and justifiable need . Yet that arne system trains at 
a gnat when asked to support program designed to deal with the dan­
gerous conditions in our internal ecurity-the crisis conditions in our 
cities, in our impoveri hed rural areas, the crisis conditions of inequality 
of opportunity, the cri i conditions of hunger, of unemployment, of 
educational deprivation among the submerged one-fourth of our popu­
lation, white and black alike. 

They say it is a system geared to pour out billions of dollars in order 
to put two men on the moon, but it i sullen and canker-hearted when 
asked to help put a di pirited man back on his feet right here on earth. 

Now, mo t of the young people, and I repeat the vast majority of 
young people, who have framed this anguished indictment stop with 
the indictment itself. They do not ay that existing institutions must be 
destroyed or overturned or that necessary changes should be entrusted 
to disorderly or even violent mean . 

They retain a residue of respect for the political and legal sy tern 
inherited from the past. 

But, my fellow Americans, they also demand- and they demand it 
loudly and constantly- repair and remedy. They eek above all to 
humanize our institution - to broaden the base of participation and 
to open the avenues of opportunity. This young generation, I call them 
patriots of dissent, is filled with anger and indignation over our failure 
to do what it knows we are capable of doing. Ye, they are impatient, 
angry, but not irrespon ible- such are their characteristics. 

And I submit they deserve our thanks not our rebuke. To them we 
must listen and act. They remind us that freedom' work i never done 
- that the American revolution is a continuing one, unfinished and 
ever changing. 

Now, if we fail to answer this indictment, the shape of our future 
is already visible to us in a miniature prototype. I refer to the activities 
and motivations of, thank goodness, a till very mall group of young 
people- white and black alike- who have been pressing an "age-war" 
more virulent than any previously known in American history. 

The members of this group, as yet small, whether in the colleges or 
the ghetto , de pi e the kind of ocial changes that are made in small 
teps. Change- for thi new breed of rebels- must be total, beginning 

with an assault on all existing in titution and social relation hip . 
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In one breath, the young rebel in i t on ab olute truth. "Tell It 
Like It Is." In a econd breath, they are u piciou of any truth, ay­
ing that it i only a lie concocted in the interest of what they call "the 
establi hment." 

In one breath, they in i t on the right to full participation in self­
government. In a econd breath, they say that the more a man is in­
volved in the life of organized ociety, the more he i likely to be cor­
rupted by it. 

In one breath, they in ist on neat and rational order for society. In a 
second breath, they say that orderly thought and action impri on a man 
and corrupt the hone ty of hi re ponse . Orderly thought mu t there­
fore be di placed by the stress on pontaneity, by direct respon e to 
immediate circum tances, by a purifying, di continuou happening. 

Now the young rebels, this mall group of whom I speak, are not 
troubled by the fact that they have no coherent program for action, 
or that their impul es- generous in orne respects, dangerous and ab urd 
in others- di charge them elves in almo t any direction and in almost 
any form. Since they view them elves as a self appointed elite-an 
embodiment of the total good-they feel morally armed with the right 
to make only their own voice heard and to gag all others. 

They feel morally armed to prevent any other people from meeting, 
to invade any assembly or classroom, to break up any proceedings where 
people of divergent views seem to be engaged in rational, though grop­
ing search for a common understanding. They, the destroyers-the 
nihilists of our time- to them and their tactics, I ay we must not yield. 

If there is any comfort in all of thi , it is that we have been forced 
anew to con ider the meaning of di ent and civil disobedience in 
American politics--or more particularly, the tradition of di ent and 
civil di obedience temming in good part from this very place and from 
the great Virginia di enters whose work we honor today. 

Now, the great Virginian who labored here were not schoolboys. 
They were mature men, leaders in their respective communities, head 
of substantial enterprises, with much to lo e if they erred, and they were 
not given to rash adventures, nor given to rai ing hell just for the hell 
of it. 

Before they embarked on their great act of di ent and civil di obedi­
ence, which led to revolt and then to revolution they carefully debated 
among themselves the mo t difficult of all political question . 

At what point does the need for "order' in the tate or society take 
precedence over the need for "ju tice"--or the other way around? 

How much injustice i tolerable for the ake of order? 
How shall the modes of protest be expre ed? And again t what 
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object ? And decided by whom? 
Who hall ay if the avenu of legal relief for the redr of griev-

ances exi t in point of fact? Who hall ay if these avenues exist only 
on paper, but not in the real world of things? 

The great Virginian recognized that unl they a ked and at least 
struggled with the po ible an. wers to the e basic qu tion they could 
become u eless, u el to them elve and to the cau e they intended to 
promote by their dissent. They under tood as have few other in our hi -
tory the I:elation hip of meaning to achieving their goal or their end . 

They could become u eless if they were to bring to their act of di -
sent the wrong kind of behavior the wrong kind of tratery, the wrong 
sene of their own moral autonomy. 

They could become usel if the act of civil di obedience were per-
mitted to degenerate into breaking all law , good or bad, simply be ause 
they were law . 

Yes, they could become u el , even if their initial cau e was ju t, if 
by the lack of moral and intellectual discipline they were to open the 
gates to indi criminate di ent and indi criminate civil di obedience as 
a way of life. 

Mind you, their act of civil disobedience was not a private act. It w<U 
not a con piracy designed in a corner. It was a public act made in the 
open by a regularly con tituted repr entative body of the community, a 
public act agreed to only after full debate and finally an approving vote. 

And instead of coupling their civil di obedience with the clamor for 
amnesty if they failed to carry their object they made it clear that they 
were prepared to uffer the lo of their fortun and even their lives if 
their revolt hould fail. 

They ventured to prove that they had r orted to civil disobedience 
only becau e they had exhau ted every available con titutional legal 
means for redress of their grievance , or only becau e the con titutional 
mean that existed on paper were in fact inoperative in practice. 

They made it abundantly clear that they were not protesting in the 
abstract. Theirs was real life, real problem . Their object was to bring 
to birth the terms of a new policy under which they could live more 
happily. 

They clearly di tinguished, in the word of George W a hin on "be­
tween oppr ion and the necessary exercise of lawful authority .. .' and 
between the " pirit of liberty and licentiou ne . ' nd that is why, once 
they had unanimou ly instructed the Virginia repr entatives at the 
Continental Congre to propo e independence for the American colo­
nies, they allowed no time, no gap to develop in the legal tructure of 
Virginia itself. 
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They promptly went to work on a new constitution-a new constitu­
tion which by law, enlarged the market place for public freedom, en­
larged the political space in which more Virginian than ever before 
would have the right of access to the public realm, to their share in pub­
lic power, to participate in the conduct of public affairs with its discu -
sions, deliberations and decisions. 

In short, and there is a lesson to be learned here, the whole object and 
achievement of the great Virginia dissenters was to uphold the concept 
of law by establishing it on a broader basis of consent than was possible 
when Virginia was held in tutelage by the English monarchy and 
parliament. 

For all of these reasons, the great Virginia dissenters led the way to 
a durable and positive achievement in freedom and independence-as 
against the trail of wreckage left in the wake of some our present-day 
advocates of violence and destruction. 

Now, my fellow Americans, does contemporary politics have any an­
swer to give to the case of America's young rebels of today who seek to 
manipulate other people by coercive means-by gun-play, by fire­
bombs, by intimidation, by physical assaults, by kidnappings? 

Possibly, at least I must hope so. 
It is my view, that politics can at least keep their numbers small in­

stead of gaining them new recruits from among the vast majority of 
young people who love thi country and yet want it better- who still 
retain a respect for legal and political forms inherited from the past. 

Before I come to the ways and mean , let me note two ets of realities 
that are often overlooked and that may lie very close to the heart of our 
present predicament. 

First, there was the oversight of the comfortable people of the nited 
States who on the one hand applauded the actions of the late beloved 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., which gave currency to the strategy of 
non-violence, but who on the other hand, these same comfortable peo­
ple turned away when it came time to remedy the injustices and the 
discriminations which prompted Dr. King into the streets. These com­
fortable people, and there are o many of us, saw the non-violent stra­
tegy simply as an instrument for restraining restive Negro Americans. 

This oversight was the father to other things that were also over­
looked. For example, the very success of the non-violent methods u ed 
in getting long-needed civil rights legislation created the illusion that 
the battle for civil rights was over. In fact, it had only begun. 

The laws, all indi pensable in them elves, had only established the 
conditions for legal equality between the constitutional right of whites 
and blacks alike. 
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They did not, of themselves, achieve a condition of equity measurable 
in term of concrete rights-rights that we all want-the right to a job 
at decent pay, the right to adequate income if one cannot work, the right 
to an education which spurs rather than hobbles human creativity, the 
right to decent housing in safe neighborhoods, the right to a decent diet, 
and the right to access to the benefits of modern medical science. 

Now, those of us who battled year in and year out to reconstruct the 
edifice of legal equality between the two races were not under any illu­
ion about what had been accomplished even when the year 1964 

brought our legislative effort to the peak of success. 
We knew that this effort was only a down payment on the larger and 

more difficult task of translating legal language into improved material 
conditions in the day-to-day life of Americans who are poor-who are 
black or who are white. 

We also knew that if there was a default or failure of nerve with re­
spect to this larger and more difficult task, two things would inevitabl 
happen: 

First, there would be a tendency on the part of people who e hope 
and rising expectations for a better life had been arou ed, to lose faith 
in the normal operations of the law as the best instrument for the pro­
motion and distribution of justice. 

Secondly, if the non-violent tactic which had helped get necessary 
civil rights law did not lead directly to tangible social improvements, 
the predictable result would be an escalation of social t~nsions and a 
loss of capacity to solve the problems of social justice by peaceful mean 
within the framework of law. And we've seen this happen. 

If these two melancholy predications were to be proven fal e, it was 
also clear where the primary remedial initiative must come from. It must 
come primarily from the privileged egment of our society-which by 
the way is the majority-the main beneficiary of all the good things our 
society has to bestow. 

It could not come, nor could it have been expected to come, from the 
segment of the American population that had been denied for o long 
full participation in America's economic, social and political life. 

But unfortunately, and in the privacy of our own meditation and in 
the serenity of our own conscience, we know that the privileged egment 
of our society did not provide the initiative in a measure commensurate 
to the need. Unlike the signers of the Declaration of Independence we 
did not pledge our lives, our fortunes, our sacred honor to secure these 
rights. We pledged but a bit of it. 

Everyone, of course, still talks about the urgent need for peace be­
tween the white and black races in America. But I ask today, what kind 
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of peace? On what terms? Achieved how? Where? And by whom? 
A peace which depends on walls and moats that each race build 

around itself, announces on its face that the spirit of war is in the air. 
A peace which comes after human rages have pent themselves in pas­
sion and in violence is of the kind covered by the cry of Isaiah: "In 
peace is my bitterest bitterness." 

Peace has something to do with the habits of the heart in the en­

counters of daily life, and with perceptions that are a guide to action 
which are beyond the reach of law. 

Peace has something to do with the truth that the white and black 
races in America are like two mountain climbers tied to the same rope. 
Their fate is indivisible. If they do not move in mutual support of each 
other, then as surely as the law of gravity exi t , they will fall together 
into a deadly abyss where violence will be the rival of violence and where 
neighbor will set upon neighbor. 

Above all, peace has something to do with justice, with equity, and 
with those measures in the public realm that promote justice and equity 
in the private realm of daily experience. 

Now, the specific things that have to be done hould no longer be any 
mystery or secret. They were clearly stated in the report of the Kerner 
Commi ion. They were restated again thi year- one year later- in 
the study released by Urban America and the Urban Coalition. And 
these groups are not made up of irrespon ible radicals but rather men 
and women of substance, conscience and thought. 

Through these and similar ources, we have again been told- and I 
say it is true-that poverty remains a pervasive fact of American life 
and the continued disparity between this poverty and the general afflu­
ence was and remains a source of alienation and discontent. 

We have again been told- and it is true- that ghetto schools con­
tinue to fail, and the small amount of progress made in improving the 
quality of these schools has been counterbalanced by a growing atmo -
phere of hostility and conflict in many cities. 

And we have been told- and it is true- that there are no program 
that seriously attack the continued exi tence of the filth and the degra­
dation of the American slums. 

Each of these failures cries out like the voice of a prophet for the need 
for remedial measures. The question is not whether we have the power 
of mind required to devise ocial inventions that can give effective form 
and force to the remedial measures. We have that inventive power. And, 
we have the means and we have the resources. The question i, do we 
have the will-the determination. Will we make the commitment of our 
lives, our fortunes, our sacred honor? 

[14] 

That inventive power and that commitment will not be brought into 
full play unless all of us are keenly aware of the stakes. They are the 
same stakes which confronted the great Virginian of the American 
Revolution after the American War had been won- the takes to tab­
lish a government under a new con titution for a more perfect union . 
The stake of building one nation and as we put it-one nation uncle~ 
God, indivisible, with liberty and ju tice for all. 

As in their case, so now in our time and in our own in tance we are 
confronted with the need to prove anew that men can establi h good 
government, respon ible government, through reflection and choice, 
rather than to entrust their future to the play of accident and force. 

So now I come to the econd reality that i often overlooked and is 
right at the heart of our problem. The traditional dividing line between 
domestic and foreign affairs has become in all our cardinal que tion 
as indistinct as a line drawn through the water. 

What we do in the arena of the world has a direct bearing on what 
we can do at home. What we mu t do at home, has a direct bearing on 
what we can and must do in the world arena- one and in eparable. 

A~~ pre;isely on this account we mu t be clear about our national pri­
onti.es. I m sure that everyone from the Pre ident to every person in this 
~udience know that the paramount priority requiring persevering pa­
tl~nce, teadfastness and courage, and yet a en e of urgency, i the at­
tamment of a ju t peace in Viet-Nam. 

There is no doubt of it. And might I add I intend to do all I can as 
one citizen to support the hand of our President, who I am ure as I am 
sure of anything, as the man before him, eeks peace and eek it with 
all the power at hi command. 

The growing debate that's focu ed on the anti-ballistic missile ystem 
is only symptomatic of the more fundamental decision that mu t be 
reached over the size and nature of military pending. 

And unless we are uccessful now, my friends, in lowing down the 
nuclear arms build-up, it can be predicted without qualification that we 
will be caught up in a new spiraling arm race that will co t thi troubled 
world hundreds of billions of dollar , and be meaningle in securing 
either side any military advantage. The level of danger, however, will 
be raised-and the balance of terror will become more precarious. 

It can be predicted, further, that as this military spending accelerates, 
our urgent domestic needs will be neglected and our efforts to mobilize 
the country in getting at the running ores in our internal life will fall 
woefully short of need. 

We may find our elves in the peculiar position of a people devoured 
from within by bitter and embittering ocial conflicts, while our outer 
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face is that of a super-power bristling with new weapons systems, but all 

amounting to a hard shell encasing a rotten, soft or empty center. 

We must come to see, therefore, that our security is threatened more 

immediately and more directly by the missiles of hate and bigotry and 

injustice and violence that are loose within our own shores and borders, 

rather than the nuclear missiles of the Soviet Union that are currently 

checked by the policy of mutual deterrence. And I submit that we must 

set our priorities accordingly. 
Therefore, high on the list of priorities for me is to promptly initiate 

discussions, and I say promptly, with the Soviet Union, directed toward 

halting the expansion of both offensive and defensive nuclear weapons. 

Already precious time has been lo t. 
To complicate this urgent task by injecting issues of trade and politi­

cal disputes of many years tanding is both dangerous and unrealistic. 

Yes, to wait for Congress to act on the i ue of the ABM before initi­

ating negotiations is neither necessary nor desirable. The fact is, it is later 

than we think. The time to negotiate is now. If the negotiations are suc­

cessful, then we will be pared the cost of the weapons. If the negotia­

tions should fail, we will know, at least, that we tried. Yes, that we the 

American people tried to spare mankind from a dangerous and costly 

escalation in armament. The world looks to us today as it did in those 

days of the great Virginians for moral leadership. We dare not default. 

Peace like war needs its heroes. 
So let me speak candidly: In this time of rapidly rising tension and 

festering alienation, to delay in coming to grips with the issue of arms 

control and our domestic social and economic problems is only to inten­

sify the danger. It is like trying to cap a volcano only to find that in the 

end it explodes with greater force and destructive power. 

We paid dearly in the 1960's for our failure in the 1950's to come to 

grips with the problems of race, urban decay, education, and poverty. 

The price, mind you, will be higher and the level of danger will be 

greater if, in the next two, four, six years, we fail again to set our na­

tional priorities wisely and make the national investments that the 

American society so desperately needs. 
So I summon you on this beautiful occasion. I summon you to action 

- we the American people. This cannot be a time for relaxation, nor 

of turning our faces from the unmet human needs around us. There is 

no place to hide-no place to escape. 
Yes, now, as in the time of this nation's birth, we must once again 

resort to the difficult ways of civilized and rational men-fearlessly 

striking down that which hobbles our national growth and purpose, but 

always with a decent respect for the opinions of others, always with a 
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firm grip and a firm grasp on democratic principles and liberties and 

always with an unclouded view of where we are ultimately headed .' This 

is in fact the spirit of the continuing American revolution. 

I recall the words of Adlai Stevenson, who in his own spirit personi­

fied the nobili~y of democracy: "Democracy i not elf executing. We 

h~~e to make It work, we have to understand it .. . not only external 

vigilance but unending self-examination must be the perennial price of 
liberty, because the work of self government never ceases." 

With a sense then of urgency and destiny as if creating a new nation, 

which is in fact what we're doing, we must ventilate the clogged, stale 

channels of political participation and social opportunity. The refresh­

ing winds of change which are everywhere about us, must be directed 

to constructive purposes-not through violence- not through hate­

not through bitterness- not through passion, but through debate and 

dissent- through dialogue and discussion- until decision and direction 
are achieved. 

This to me, my fellow Americans, is the meaning of government by 

the consent of the governed- the social contract of equals. To do less 

would be disrespectful of our heritage and be unworthy of our priceless 

legacy of freedom and independence which this occasion, this hallowed 

ground itself commemorates to us and reminds this nation. 
Thank you. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

Hubert H. Humphrey) former Vice President of the United 
States) first achieved national prominence in 1945 when) at the 
age of 34) he was elected mayor of Minneapolis) Minnesota. H e 
was re-elected to a second term in 1947. The following year he 
was elected to the U . S. Senate) and was returned again in 1954 
and 1960. In 1964 he was elected Vice President. H e was un­
successful in his bid for the Presidency in 1968 after winning 
his party) s nomination. 

Mr. Humphrey)s name has been closely associated with nearly 
all national social reform and human rights legislation of the 
past two decades. During his sixteen years in the U.S. Senate) 
the last four as majority whip) he proposed and saw to fru ition) 
laws on civil rights) elimination of poll taxes) anti-job discrimi­
nation) and protection of rights guaranteed by constitutional 
and statutory law) among others. As a freshman Senator in 1949 
Mr. Humphrey was the first to propose a program of health 
insurance for the elderly; sixteen years later he helped M edicare 
become law . H e also was the first to propose creation of the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development which is to­
day a functioning arm of the federal government. 

Likewise) Mr. Humphrey)s endeavors on behalf of American 
youth can be seen in a range of legislative achievements which 
he has either proposed) or guided to passage) or both) as U. S . 
Senator and Vice President. Among these milestones are the 
Peace Corps; Youth Opportunity; the job Corps; the ((Head­
start)) program for disadvantaged pre-school children; the first 
federal program of direct aid to elem entary and secondary edu­
cation; federal scholarships and loans to college students; grants 
to colleges for needed facilities) and a variety of other actions 
which have directly or indirectly affected the education and 
welfare of young people. 
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. The br_eadth ?f Mr. Humphrey)s interests has encompassed 
dzplom~tzc and z_nternational affairs. H e served as a delegate·to 
the Unzt ed Natzons by appointment of President Eisenhower 
and undertook official missions to all six continents of the world 
during his term as Vice President. 

Mr. Humphrey received a degree from the Denver Collegt; 
of Pharmacy in 1933) a B.A. (Magna Cum Laude) from the 
University of Minnesota in 1939) and an M.A. from Louisiana 
State University in 1940. 

Prior to his election as mayor of Minneapolis) Mr. Humphrey 
was a teacher of political science) a profession he follows again 
today at Macalester College) St . Paul) and the University of 
Minnesota in Minneapolis. 
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PRELUDE TO INDEPE DENCE 

T o RECALL basic American concepts of liberty and individual 
rights, Colonial Williamsburg annually commemorates the Pre~­

ude to Independence period from May 15 through July 4. This 
spring marked the 193d anniversary of three momentous actio~ 
taken by the Virginia Convention, meeting in the Capitol at Wil­
liamsburg: the Independence Resolution of May 15, the Declaration 
of Rights of June 12, and the Virginia Constitution of June 29. 

On May 15 1776, the convention unanimou ly instructed the 
Virginia representatives at the Continental Congre in Philadelphia 
to propo e independence for the American colonies. Accordingly, 
Richard Henry Lee, one of the delegates, moved on June 7 "That 
these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and inde­
pendent States." Lee's motion was approved on July 2, and two days 
later the Continental Congress addressed to the world a formal 
Declaration of Independence. This American credo, penned by an­
other Virginia delegate, Thomas Jefferson, grew directly from the 
decision taken on May 15. 

The Virginia Declaration of Rights is read annually at the Prelude 
to Independence ceremony. 
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Virginia Declaration of Rights 

DRAWN ORIGINALLY BY GEORGE MASON AND 
ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION OF DELEGATES 

1 une 12, 1776 

A Declaration of Rights made by the R epresentatives of the good 
People of Virginia, assembled in full and free Convention; which 
R ights do pertain to them, and their posterity, as the Basis and 
Foundation of Government . 

I. 

That all Men are by Nature equally free and independent, and have 
certain inherent Rights, of which, when they enter into a State of Society, 
they cannot, by any Compact, deprive or divest their Posterity; namely, 
the Enjoyment of Life and Liberty, with the Means of acquiring and 
possessing Property and pursuing and obtaining Happiness and Safety. 

II. 

That all Power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the Peo­
ple; that Magistrates are their Trustees and Servants, and at all Times 
amenable to them. 

Ill. 

That Government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common Benefit, 
Protection, and Security, of the People, Nation, or Community; of all the 
various Modes and Forms of Government that is best, which is capable of 
producing the greatest Degree of Happiness and Safety, and is most effec­
tually secured against the Danger of Mal-administration; and that, when­
ever any Government shall be found inadequate or contrary to these 
Purposes, a Majority of the Community hath an indubitable, unalienable, 
and indefeasible Right, to reform, alter, or abolish it, in such Manner as 
shall be judged most conducive to the public Weal. 
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IV. 

That no Man, or Set of Men, are entitled to exclusive or separate 

Emoluments or Privileges from the Community, but in Consideration of 

public Services; which, not being descendible, neither ought the Offices of 

Magistrate, Legislator, or Judge, to be hereditary. 

v. 

That the legislative and executive Powers of the State should be separate 

and distinct from the Judicative; and, that the Members of the two first 

may be restrained from Oppression, by feeling and participating the 

Burthens of the People, they should, at fixed Periods, be reduced to a pri­

vate Station, return into that Body from which they were originally taken, 

and the Vacancies be supplied by frequent, certain, and regular Elections, 

in which all, or any part of the former Members, to be again eligible, or 

ineligible, as the Laws shall direct. 

VI. 

That the Elections of Members to serve as Representatives of the People, 

in Assembly, ought to be free; and that all Men, having sufficient Evidence 

of permanent common Interest with, and Attachment to, the Community, 

have the Right of Suffrage, and cannot be taxed or deprived of their Prop­

erty for public Uses without their own Consent or that of their Represen­

tatives so elected, nor bound by any Law to which they have not, in like 

Manner, assented, for the public Good. 

VII. 

That all Power of suspending Laws, or the Execution of Laws, by any 

Authority without Consent of the Representatives of the People, is injuri­

ous to their Rights, and ought not to be exercised. 

VIII. 

That in all capital or criminal Prosecutions a Man hath a Right to de­

mand the Cause and Nature of his Accusation, to be confronted with the 
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Accusers and Witnesses, to call for Evidence in his Favour, and to a speedy 

Trial by an impartial Jury of his Vicinage, without who e unanimous Con­

sent he cannot be found guilty, nor can he be compelled to give Evidence 

against himself; that no Man be deprived of his Liberty except by the Law 
of the Land, or the Judgment of his Peers. 

IX. 

That excessive Bail ought not to be required, nor excessive Fines im­
posed; nor cruel and unusual Punishments inflicted. 

X. 

That general Warrants, whereby any Officer or Messenger may be com­

manded to search suspected Places without Evidence of a Fact committed, 

or to seize any Person or Persons not named, or whose Offense is not par­

ticularly described and supported by Evidence, are grievous and oppres­
sive, and ought not to be granted. 

XI. 

That in Controversies respecting Property, and in Suits between Man 

and Man, the ancient Trial by Jury is preferable to any other, and ought 
to be held sacred. 

XII. 

That the Freedom of the Press is one of the greatest Bulwarks of Liberty, 
and can never be restrained but by despotic Governments. 

XIII. 

That a well regulated Militia, composed of the Body of the People, 

trained to Arms, is the proper, natural, and safe Defense of a free State; 

that standing Armies, in Time of Peace, should be avoided, as dangerous 

to Liberty; and that, in all Cases, the Military should be under strict 
Subordination to, and governed by, the civil Power. 
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XIV. 

That the People have a Right to uniform Government ; and therefore, 
that no Government separate from, or independent of, the Government of 
Virginia, ought to be erected or established within the Limits thereof. 

XV. 

That no free Government, or the Blessing of Liberty, can be preserved 
to any People but by a firm Adherence to Justice, Moderation, Temper­
ance, Frugality, and Virtue, and by frequent Recurrence to fundamental 
Principles. 

XVI. 

That Religion, or the Duty which we owe to our Creator, and the 
Manner of discharging it, can be directed only by Reason and Conviction, 
not by Force or Violence; and therefore, all Men are equally entitled to 
the free exerci e of Religion, according to the Dictates of Con cience; and 
that it is the mutual Duty of all to practice Christian Forbearance, Love, 
and Charity, towards each other. 

Photograph by Buddy Norris, DAILY PRESS, Newport News, Virginia 
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REMARKS BY 
THE .HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
PRElUDE -TO- INDEPENDENCE ADDRESS 
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 
MAY 31, 1969 

~I AM GRATEFUL FOR THE INVITATION TO JOIN IN 

CELEBRATING THE MEMORY OF THE GREAT VIRGINIANS WHOSE 

DECISIONS MADE HERE ALMOST TWO CENTURIES AGO LED THE 

WAY TO AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, 

~A CELEBRATION SUCH AS THIS HAS A DIRECT BEARING 

ON OUR MENTAL HEALTH AS A NATION,~ FOR IN A VERY REAL 

SENSE) A NATION LIKE AN INDIVIDUAL) CAN BE A VICTIM OF 

AMNESIA~LIF IT LOSES THE MEMORY OF ITS OWN PAST/ IT CAN 

BE AT A LOSS TO KNOW WHAT l!~S IN THE PR~NTJ AND WHAT 

-IT WANTS TO BE IN THE FUTURE. 

~TODAY, I WANT TO DWELL ON THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

LIVING AMERICANS AND A SENSE OF THE AMERICAN PAST.<'I AM 

CONVINCED THAT THIS MATTER IS OF CENTRAL IMPORTANCE TO ALL OTHER 

TOPICS NOW AT THE FOCUS OF AMERICAN ATTENTION, 

* * * 

(MORE) 
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~EVERY GENERATION LOOKS AT THE WORLD THROUGH THE 

PRISM OF ITS OWN EXPER I ENCES.L MY OWN GENERATION WAS NO 

EXCEPTION, 

WE CAME ~ATURITY AT A TIME OF GREAT TROUBLE IN 

THE WORLD• ALL UNITS OF ECONOMIC VALUE HAD COLLAPSED• 

TOTALITARIAN DICTATORSHIP AND DEMOCRATIC APPEASEMENT 

DESTROYED THE HOPE FOR PEACE~ 

£: ALL OF US KNEW THAT SOMETHING WAS PROFOUNDLY WRONG 

IN MANY ASPECTS OF AMERICAN LIFE·1 [YETJ WITH FEW 

EXCEPTIONS/ MY GENERATION DID NOT FEEL HOSTILE TO THE 

WHOLE oF THE AMERICAN PAST • LwE D2B.. N~T ~ECT THE ENTIRE 

WEB OF LEGAL AND POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS WE INHERITED FROM 

OTHER GENERATIONs,L NOR DID WE CALL FOR THEIR OVERTHROW 

IN A THRUST OF VIOLENCE AND FORCE• 

~OUR THOUGHTS AND ACTIONS WERE GOVERNED BY A POLITICAL 

E~ION BETWEEN THE IDEA OF . PROGRtSS AND THE IDEA OF ORDERp 

~~~ THE SIDE OF PROGRESS~ WE INSISTED THAT LAWS AND INST~TUTIONS 
CAN NO MORE RESIST THE NEED FOR CHANG~ THAN A GROWN MAN CAN 

WEAR THE CLOTHES WHICH FIT HIM AS A BOY, 

(MORE) 
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WE ~NVINCED THAT IF THE NEED FOR CHANGE WAS 

DENIED WHILE LIFE MOVED ON) THE PREDICTABLE RESULT WOULD 

BE A VIOLENT EXPLOSION THAT COULD SHATTER EXISTING 

INSTITUTIONS, 

ON THE SIDE OF ORDE~ WE INSISTED THAT IF EXISTING 

INSTITUTIONS WERE SIMPLY DESTROYED IN THE NAME OF PROGRESSJ 

THE PEOPLE WOULD FIND THEIR HOPE FOR LIBERTY AND PROGRESS 

DESTROYED IN AN UNLIMITED WAR OF ALL AGAINST ALL• /THERE -- _, 
WOULD BE NO STANDARD OF CONDUCT TO WHICH ALL ALIKE COULD 

APPEAL, 

~BY STRIKING A BALANCE BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES OF THE 

EQUATIO~ WE CAME TO A DEFINITlON OF OUR OWN TASK, NAMELY: 

TO CLEANSE AND PURIFY THE BODY OF EXISTING LAWS AND 

INS;;TUIIONS A~O RETAIN WHAT WAS BEST IN THEMt~HAT 
WHICH WAS CONSERVED BECAME THE FOUNDATION ON WHICH WE COULD 

RAISE A BRIDGE BINDING THE AMERICAN PAST TO ITS UNFOLDING -- -- -._._. ~-

FUTURE, --
~ IT WOULD BE AN ABUSE OF LANGUAGE TO SAY THAT EVERYTHING 

MY GENERATION ~D T_o_D_o __ w_A_S_D_o_NE~~NOR DID EVERYTHING THAT 

VIEW .,/...A+ iO"S R@ !'IT') illl!rRE WAS DONE, GAIN THE OBJECTS IN -- - -
~s:' OIIO~T FALL DFTIIS?tl P!TEt!T[OS'§ OD'D psuJs\/sMsij;rS, 
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~WHAT MY GENERATION ACHIEVED, HOWEVER, WAS NO 

SMALL THING• WE LAID THE BASIS FOR A TREMENDOUS ADVANCE 

IN THE MATERIAL AND INTELLECTUAL CONDITIONS OF AMERICAN 

LIFE, AND FOR A WORLD SECURITY SYSTEM THAT HAS THUS FAR -SPARED US THE CARNAGE OF A NUCLEAR WAR• 

* * * 

~ How DO THINGS STAND TODAY? 

~SERIOUS MINDED AND VOCAL MEMBERS OF THE RISING 

GENERATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE HAVE FRAMED A TROUBLED m 
INDICTMENT WHICH DEMANDS OUR ATTENTION REGARDLESS OF 

WHE= OR.flOT WE AGREE WITH WHAT IT SAID.(THE INDICTMENTa 
» 

STRIPPED TO ITS ESSENTIALS/ GOES LIKE THIS: 

~ THE WHOLE ORDER OF AMERICAN POLITIC~ INHERITED 

FROM THE PAS;! HAS LOST ITS RELEVANCE IN THE FACE OF 

RAPID ?? LAND PERVASIVE CHANGES, THESE CHANGES, 

DIFFERING IN QUANTITY AND QUALITY FROM ANY EXPERIENCES IN 

THE PASTJ HAVE BROKEN THE LINK BETWEEN PUB~IC TALK AND THE 

POSSIBILITY OF BEING HEARDt BETWEEN URGENT NEEDS AND THE 
-----'!1;!111« . 

AND THE INDICTMENT CONTINUES: 

(MORE) 
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SENSES CAN DENY THE SHAMEFUL REALITY OF TWO AMERICAS 

IN OUR MIDST -- THE ONE AFFLUENT AND OFTEN INDIFFERENT) 

THE OTHER MISERABLE AND SEETHING WITH FRUSTRATION• 

A REALI 

VERY 

~~R}YED AMERICA, 

~AND THE INDICTMENT CONCLUDES: 

~THERE IS A CLINCHING PROOF THAT THE STRUCTURE OF 

AMERICAN POLITICS INHERITED FROM THE PAST HAS LOST ITS 

RELEVANCE TO PRESENT NEEDS~~ T CAN BE SEEN IN THE ,AHDER 

OF VALUES WHICH GOVERNS THE MECHANISM OF AMERICAN POLITICS 

WHEN IT COMES TO THE ALLOCATION OF NATIONAL RESOURCES• 

~ IT IS A MECHANISM GEARED ALMOST AUTOMATICALLY TO POUR 

OUT LIMITLESS BILLIONS OF DOLLARS IN SUPPORT OF ARMAMENT 
c -

SYSTEMS BEYOND THE LIMITS OF RATIONAL AND JUSTIFIABLE NEEDS, . --
(MORE) 
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~YET THE SAME SYSTEM STRAINS AT A GNAT WHEN ASKED TO SUPPORT 
PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO DEAL WITH DANGEROUS CONDITIONS IN OUR 

- 4 
INTERNAL SECURITY -- THE CRISIS CONDITIONS IN OUR CITIE~ IN 

OUR IMPOVERISHED RURAL AREAS~THE CRISIS CONDITIONS OF 

INEQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY' THE CRISIS CONDITIONS OF HUNGER, 
• - ,I 
UNEMPLOYMENT, EDUCATIONAL DEPRIVATIONS AMONG THE SUBMERGED 

ONE-FOURTH OF OUR POPULATION, WHITE AND BLACK ALIK~ 

~IT IS A SYSTEM GEARED TO POUR OUT UNTOLD BILLIONS 

OF DOLLARS IN ORDER TO PUT TWO MEN ON THE MOON, BUT IS 

SULLEN AND CANKER-HEARTED WHEN ASKED TO HELP PUT A 

DISPIRITED MAN BACK ON HIS FEET RIGHT HERE ON EARTH~ 

* * * 

~MOST OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO HAVE FRAMED THIS 

ANGUISHED INDICTMENT S~ITH THE IDICTMENT IJSELF·. 

~THEY DO NOT GO ON TO SAY THAT EXISTING INSTITUTIONS MUST 

BE DESTROYED OR OVERTURNED/ OR THAT THE NECESSARY CHANGES 

;:N;;~;:;~ ;,::N::U~T:~e;:~~~ OR . ~' 0 

THEY RETAIN A RESIDUE OF RESPECT FOR THE POLITICAL 

AND LEGAL SYSTEM INHERITED FROM THE PAST, ~~=$;;~ 

(MORE) 
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BUT THEY DEMAND REPAIR AND REMEDY -- THEY SEEK ABOVE ALL 

TO HUMANIZE OUR INSTITUTIONS -- TO BROADEN THE BASE OF 

PARTICIPATION AND TO ~£JPTHE AVENUES OF OPPORTUNITY,~THIS 
YOUNG GENERATION OF R~~RifiV.t IS FILLED WITH 

ANGER AND INDIGNATION OVER OUR FAILURES TO DO WHAT IT 

~SCAN BE DONE,lYES, IMPATIENT, ANGRY, BUT NOT 

IRRESPONSIBLE -- SUCH ARE THEIR CHARACTERISTICS, 

~THEY DESERVE OUR THANK~ NOT OUR REBUKE~ TO THEM WE MUST 

LISTEN AND ACTl L_THEY REMIND US THAT FREEDOM'S WORK IS NEVER 

DONE -- THAT THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION IS A CONTINUING ONE( 

UNFI~ISHED AND EVER CHANGING' ------· =fl:., 
~ IF WE FAI~, THE SHAPE OF OUR F~RE IS ALREADY 

VISIBLE TO US IN A MINATURE PROTOTYPEe ~ REFER TO THE 

ACTIVITIES AND MOTIVATIONS OF A STILL~LL GROUP OF YOUNG 
A 

PEOPLE -- WHITE AND BLACK ALIKE -- WHO HAVE BEEN PRESSING 

AN uAGE-WARu MORE VIRULENT THAN ANY PREVIOUSLY KNOWN IN 

AMERICAN HISTORY, 

THE MEMBERS OF THIS SMALL GROU~ WHETHER IN THE COLLEGES 

OR THE GHETTO'l DESPISE THE KIND OF SOCIAL CHANGES THAT ARE 

MADE IN SMALL STEPS- t~HANGE -- FOR THIS NEW BREED OF REBELS 

MUST BE T~LJ BEGINNING WITH AN ASSAULT ON ALL E~TING 

INSTITUTIONS AND SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS, 

(MORE) 
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IN ONE BREATH, THE YOUN~ REBELS INSIST ON 

ABSOLUTE TRUTH, "TELL IT LIKE IT ISti"(IN A SECOND 

BREATH/ THEY ARE SUSPICIOUS OF ANY TRUTH/ SAYING THAT 

IT IS ONLY A LIE CONCOCTED IN THE INTEREST OF WHAT THEY 

CALL 11 THE ESTABLISHMENT," 

~IN ONE BREAT~ THEY INSIST ON THE 

PARTICIPATION IN SELF-GOVERNMENT.~IN A 

RIGHT FOR FULL 

SECOND BREATH1 
THEY SAY THAT THE MORE A MAN IS INVOLVED IN THE LIFE OF -- I 

ORGANIZED SOCIETYj THE MORE HE IS LIKELY TO BE CORRUPTED BY IT~ 

~IN ONE BREATHI THEY INSIST ON A NEAT AND RATIONAL 

ORDER FOR SOCIETY._,{IN A SECOND BREATH·, THEY SAY THAT 

ORDERLY THOUGHT AND ACTION IMPRISON A MAN AND CORRUPT THE 

HONESTY OF HIS RESPONSES <qRDERLY T~GHT MUST THEREFORE 

BE DISPLACED BY A STRESS ON SPONTANEITY/ BY A DIRECT .. 
RESPONSE TO IMMEDIATE CIRCUMSTANCE~ BY A PURl FYIN~ 

DISCONTINUOUS HAPPENING• 

~E REBELS OF WHOM I SPEAK ARE NOT TROUBLED BY 

THE FACT THAT THEY HAVE NO COHERENT PROGRAM FOR ~CTIO~ OR 

THAT THEIR IMPULSES -- GENEROUS IN SOME RESPECTS~ DA~EROUS 

AND ABSURD IN OTHERS -- DISCHARGE THEMSELVES IN ALMOST ANY -
DI RECTI 0

0
N AND IN A~OST A~Y FORM p 

iQ 

(MORE) 



00 07 2 1 
-9-

~SINCE THEY VIEW THEMSELVES AS AN ELITE-- AN 

EMBODIMENT OF THE TOTAL GOOD -- THEY FEEL MORALLY --ARMED WITH THE RIGHT TO MAKE ONLY THEIR OWN VOICE HEARD 

AND TO GAG ALL OTHERS, 

~THEY FEEL MORALLY ARMED TO PREVENT ANY OTHER PEOPLE 

FROM MEETINGf TO INVADE ANY ASSEMBLY OR CLASSROOM) TO 

BREAK UP ANY PROCEEDINGS WHERE PEOPLE OF DIVERGENT 

VIEWS SEEM TO BE ENGAGED IN A RATIONA~ GROPING SEARCH 

FOR A COMMON UNDERSTANDING~HEY, THE DESTROY~RS --THE --NEEHILISTS -- TO THEM AND THEIR TACTICS, WE MUST NOT YIELD• 

* * * 

~IF THERE IS ANY GROUND FOR COMFORT IN ALL THIS~ IT IS 

THAT WE HAVE BEEN FORCED ANEW TO CONSIDER THE MEANING OF 

DISSENT AND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE IN AMERICAN POLITICS --OR - ' MORE PARTICULARLY/ THE TRADITION OF DISSENT AND CIVIL 

DISOBEDIENCE STEMMING IN GOOD PART FROM THE GREAT VIRGINIA 

DISSENTERS WHOSE WORK WE HONOR TODAY~ .. --
~THE GREAT VIRGINIANS WHO LABORED HERE WERE NOT 

SCHOOLBOYS. bHEY WERE MATURE MENJ LEADERS IN THEIR 

RESPECTIVE COMMUNITIES} HEADS OF SUBSTANTIAL ENTERPRISE~ 

WITH MUCH TO LOSE IF THEY ERREDj THEY WERE NOT GIVEN TO 

RASH ADVENTURES) NOR GIVEN TO RAISING HELL JUST FOR THE 

HELL OF IT I 
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~EFORE THEY EMBARKED ON THEIR GREAT ACT OF 

DISSENT AND CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE WHICH LED TO A REVOLT AND 

THEN A REVOLUTION/ THEY CAREFULLY DEBATED AMONG THEMSELVES 

THE MOST DIFFICULT OF ALL POLITICAL QUESTIONSt 

L AT WHAT POINT DOES THE NEED FOR "ORDER" IN THE STATE -AND SOCIETY TAKE P!iECEDENCE OVER THE NEED FOR "JUSTI~" 

IN THE STATE AND SOCIETY -- OR THE OTHER WAY AROUND? 

~ How MUCH INJUSTICE IS TOLERABLE FOR THE SAKE OF ORDER? 

How SHALL THE MODES OF PROTEST BE EXPRESSED? AGAINST 

WHAT OBJECTS? DECIDED BY WHOM? 

4Ho SHALL SAY IF THE AVENUES OF LEGAL HE! IE.f FOR THE 

REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES EXIST IN POINT OF FACT( WHO SHALL 

SAY IF THESE AVENUES EXIST ONLY ON PAPE~ BUT NOT IN THE 

WORLD OF REAL THINGS? 

~ THE GREAT VIRGI~LANS RECOGNIZED THAT UNLESS THEY ASKED 

AND AT LEAST STRUGGLED WITH POSSIBLE ANSWERS TO THESE ~ 
QUESTIONS/ THEY COULD BECOME USELESS TO THEMSELVES AND TO 

THE CAUSE THEY INTENDED TO PROMOTE BY THEIR DISSENT0 ~ 
~""-/{, ~~ 7?1t~.,;,.;t~;.. 

~THEY COULD BECOME USELESS IF THEY WERE TO BRING lP ~ 
~R ACT OF DISSENT THE WRONG KIND OF BEHAVIORj THE WRONG ~~ 
KIND OF STRATEGY)' THE WRO NG SENSE OF THEIR OWN MORAL AUTONOMY• 

(MORE) 



0007 23 
-11-

" THEY COULD BECOME USELES~ IF THE ACT OF CIVIL 

DISOBEDIENCE WERE PERMITTED TO DEGENERATE INTO A 

BREAKING OF ALL LAWS, GOOD OR BAD, SIMPLY BECAUSE THEY 

ARE LAWS, 

~~THEY COULD BECOME USELES~ EVEN IF THEIR INITIAL 

CAUSE WAS JUS~ IF BY LACK OF ~ AND INTEhLECTUAL 

DISCIPL~NE THEY WERE TO OPEN THE GATES TO INDISCRIMINATE 

DlS~ENT AND TO INDISCRIMINATE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE AS A 

WAY OF LIFE, 

~HEIR ACT OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE WAS NOT A PRIVATE ACTt 

IT WAS NOT A C£NSeJRACY IN A CORNER~ IT WAS A PUBLIC ACT 

MADE IN THE OPEN BY A REGULARLY CONSTITUTED REPRESENTATIYE .... 
BODY OF THE COMMUNITY; A PUBLIC ACT AGREED TO ONLY AFTER 

== • 
A FULL DEBATE AND AN APPROVING VOTE• 

~~ INSTEAD OF COUPLING THEIR CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE WITH 

A CLAMOR FOR AMNESTY IF THEY FAILED TO CARRY THEIR OBJEC:f 

THEY MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY WERE PREPARED TO SUFFER THE 

LOSS OF THEIR FORTUNES AND EVEN THEIR LIVES IF THEIR 

REVOLT SHOULD FAIL, ....... 
(MORE) 
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~THEY VENTURED TO PROVE THAT THEY HAD RESORTED TO -CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE ONLY BECAUSE THEY EXHAUSTED EVERY 

AVAILABLE CONSTITUTIONAL MEANS FOR A REDRESS OF THEIR 

GRIEVANCES, OR ONLY BECAUSE THE CONSTITUTIONAL MEAN~AS THEY 

EXISTED ON PAPE~WERE IN FACT INOPERATIVE IN PRACTICE, 

~ THEY MADE IT ABUNDANTLY CLEAR THAT THEY WERE NOT 

PROTESTING IN THE ABSTRACT+.JWT il[di "fliF?Q£Ii&SbU4E 

I::;AWzltUifJJA£311li'Pf 19 'I bli j1Q iif!K W I~L~THEI R OBJECT WAS 

TO BRING TO BIRTH THE TERMS OF A NEW POLICY UNDER WHICH 

THEY COULD LIVE MORE II£~~~ .. 

~THEY CLEARLY DISTINGUISHED, IN THE WORDS OF GEORGE 

WASHINGTON "BETWEEN OPPRESSION AND THE NECESSARY EXERCISE 

OF LAWFUL AUTHORITY, , ,"AND BETWEEN THE "SPIRIT OF 

LIBERTY AND THAT OF LICENTIOUSNESS," (THAT IS WHY1 ONCE 

THEY HAD UNANIMOUSLY INSTRUCTED THE VIRGINIA REPRESENTATIVES 

AT THE CONTINENTAL CoNGRESS TO PROPOSE ·_, INDEPENDENCE FOR THE 

AMERICAN COLONIES/ THEY ALLOWED NO GAP TO DEVELOP IN THE 
. . . 

LEGAL STRUCTURE OF VIRGINIA ITSELF, 
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THEY PROMPTLY WENT TO WORK ON A NEW CONSTITUTION 

u "4'1 :;s UIIIF~IIDEIII STJ"E 61 i!ll!IIII:'t --A CONSTITUTION 

WH ICH BY LAW , ENLARGED THE MARKET PLACE FOR PUBLIC 

FREEDOM; ENLARGED THE POLITICAL SPACE IN WHICH MORE 

VIRGINIANS THAN EVER BEFORE WOULD HAVE THE RIGHT OF 

ACCESS TO THE PUBLIC REALM' TO THEIR SHARE IN PUBLIC -
POWER~ TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS .. 
WITH ITS DISCUSSIONS, DEL IBERATIONS AND DECISIONS\ 

~IN SHORTf THE WHOLE OBJECT AND ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 

GREAT VIRGINIA DISSENTERS WAS TO UPHOLD THE CONCEPT OF 

LAW BY ESTABLISHING IT ON A BROADER BASIS OF CONSENT THAN 
• &::. 

HAD BEEN POSSIBLE WHEN VIRGINIA WAS HELD IN TUTELAGE BY 

THE ENGLISH MONARCHY AND PARLIAMENT, 

~ FoR ALL THESE REASON~ THE GREAT VIRGINIA DISSENTERS 

LED THE WAY TO A DURABLE AND POSITIVE ACHIEVEMENT IN~~~~~~ 
INDEPENDENCE - AS AGAINST THE TRAIL OF WRECKAGE LEFT IN 

r.E OF S~E OF OUR PRESENT-DAY ADVOCATES OF VIOLENCE~ 
~~·~· 
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;{DoES POLITICS HAVE ANY ANSWER TO GIVE TO THE CASE OF 

AMERICA'S YOUNG REBELS OF TODAY WHO SEEK TO MANIPULATE OTHER 

PEOPLE BY COERCIVE MEANS --BY GUN-PLAY, FIRE-BOMBS, 

p~~~-

IT IS MY VIEW , ''Q'Ti! ·THAT POLITICS CAN AT LEAST 

KEEP THEIR NUMBER~NSTEA~ GAINING THEM NEW 

RECRUITS FROM~MON~vo&KY~~ STILL RETAIN~ 
752 7 z- RESPECT FOR THE LEGAL AND POLITICAL FORMS ........ 
INHERITED FROM THE PAST, 

~ BEFORE I COME TO THE WAYS AND MEANS~ LET ME NOTE TWO 

SETS OF REALITIES THAT ARE OFTEN OVERLOOKED AND THAT LIE 

A~ THE HEART OF OUR PRESENT PREDICAMENT. 

FIRST, THERE WAS THE OVERSIGHT OF THE COMFORTABLE 

PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES WHO ON THE ONE HAND APPLAUDED 

THE ACTIONS OF DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, WHICH GAVE 

CURRENCY TO THE STRATEGY OF NON-VIOLENCE/ BUT WHO ON 

THE OTH ER HAN~ TURNED AWAY WHEN IT CAME TIME TO REMEDY 

THE INUUSTICES AND DISCRIMINATIONS WHICH PROMPTED DR, KING 

INTO THE STREETS, 
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~THESE~~OMFORTABLE PEOPL; SAW THE NON-VIOLENT STRATEGY 

SIMPLY AS AN INSTRUMENT FOR RESTRAINING RESTIVE NEGRO 

AMERICANS, 

THIS OVERSIGHT WAS THE FATHER TO OTHER THINGS THAT 

WERE OVERLOOKED, FoR EXAMPLE, THE VERY SUCCESS OF THE 

NON-VIOLENT METHODS USED IN GETTING LONG-NEEDED 

CIVIL RIGHTS LEGISLATION mt r::s crsT!!Tiii i10016i RRE!!TifJCJu.ii;J 

THE ILLUSION THAT THE BATTLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS WAS OVER• 

LIN FAC~ IT HAD ONLy BEGUN .. 

THE LAWSJ ~LL INDISPENSABLE IN THEMSELVESJ HAD ONLY 

ESTABLISHED THE CONDITIONS FOR LEGAL EQUALITY BETWEEN 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS OF WHITES AND BLACKS ALIKE, 

~HEY DID ~TI OF THEMSELVES/ ACHIEVE A CONDITION OF 

EQUITY MEASURABLE IN TERMS OF CONCRETE RIGHTS .. THE RIGHT -TO A~ OF DECENT PA~ THE RIGHT TO ADEQUATE INCOME IF ONE 

CANNOT WORK} THE RIGHT TO AN EDUCATION WHICH S~RS RATHER 

THAN HO~ES HUMAN CREATIVITY; THE RIGHT TO DECENT HOUSING 

IN SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS) THE R~HT TO A DECENT DIETj AND THE 

RIGHT TO ACCESS TO THE BENEFITS OF MODERN MEDICAL SCIENCE 1 ---
~THOSE OF US WHO BATTLED Y~AR IN_hND YEAR OUT TO 

RECONSTRUCT AN EDIFICE OF LEGAL EQUALITY BETWEEN THE TWO 

RACES WERE NOT UNDER ANY ILLUSLQN ABOUT WHAT HAD BEEN 

ACCOMPLISHED EVEN WHEN THE YEAR 1964 BROUGHT THE LEGISLATIVE 

EFFORT TO THE PEAK OF SUCCESS, ....... 
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KNEW THIS WAS ONLY A DOWN PAYMENT ON THE LARGER 

AND MORE DIFFICULT TASK OF TRANSLATING LEGAL LANGUAGE INTO 

IMPROVED MATERIAL CONDITIONS IN THE DAY TO DAY LIFE OF --
AMERICANS WHO WERE BLACK, 

~ WE ALSO KNEW THAT IF THERE WAS A DEFAULT OR FAILURE OF 

N~E WITH RESPECT TO T~L~E~ MORE DIFFICULT TAS~ T~ 

THINGS WOULD HAPPEN' • 

FIRST, THERE WO ULD BE A TENDENCY ON THE PART OF PEOPLE 

WHOSE HOPES FOR A BETTER LIFE HAD BEEN AROUSED~ TO LOSE FAITH 

IN THE NORMAL OPERATIONS OF THE LAW AS THE BEST INSTRUMENT 

FOR THE PROMOTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF JUSTICE 1 

IF THE NON-VIOLENT 

TACTIC WHICH HAD HELPED GET NECESSARY CIVIL RIGHTS LAW~ 

T~----~ DID NOT LEAD DIRECTLY TO TANGIBLE SOCIAL -
IMPROVEMENT\I THE PREDICTABLE RESULT WOULD BE AN ESCALATION 

OF SOCIAL TENSIONS AND A LOSS OF CAPACITY TO SOLVE THE 

PROBLEMS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE BY PEACEFUL MEANS WITHIN THE 

FRAMEWORK OF LAW,, 

(MORE) 
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~IF THESE T~ MELANCHOLY PREDICATIONS WERE TO BE 

PROVEN FALS:; IT WAS ALSO CLEAR FROM WHERE THE PRIMARY 
REMEDIAL INITIATIVE MUST COME~liT MUST COME PRIMARILY 
FROM THE PRIVILEGED SEGMENT OF OUR SOCIETY..- THE MAIN 
BENEFICIARY OF ALL THE GOOD THINGS OUR SOCIETY HAS TO 
BESTOW., 

LIT ..... COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO COME FROM THE SEGMENT 
OF THE AMERICAN POPULATION THAT HAD BEEN DENIED~FOR SO -L~;1 FULL PARTICIPATION IN AMERICA'S EC~MIC, SO~AL AND 
POLl TICAL LIFE.,. 

JlUNFORTUNATELYJ THE PRIVILEGED SEGMENT OF OUR SOCIETY 
DID NOT PROVIDE THAT INITIATIVE IN A MEASURE COMMENSURATE 
~0 THE NEED1~UNLIKE THE SIGNERS OF TH~CLARATION OF 
INDEPENDENC) THEY DID NOT PLEDGE THEIR LIVES, THEIR FORTUNES, 
THE !R SACRED HONOR TO SECURE T~IES E RIGHTS O 

~ EVERYONE, OF COURSE, STILL TALKS ABOUT THE URGENT NEED 
FOR PEACE BETWEEN THE WHITE AND BLACK RACES IN AMERICA, 
BUT WHAT KIND OF PEACE? ON WHAT TERMS? ACHIEVED HOW? WHERE? -BY WHOM? 

~ ~A PEACE WHICH DEPENDS ON WALLS AND MOATS~EACH RACE 
BUILDS AROUND ITSEL~ 'NNOUNCES ON ITS FACE THAT THE SPIRIT 
OF ~IS IN THE AIR.~A PEACE WHICH COMES AFTER HUMAN RAGES 
HAVE SPENT THEMSELVES IN VIOLENCE IS OF THE KIND COVERED BY 
THE CRY OF ISAIAH: "IN PEACE IS MY BITTEREST BITTERNESS," 

(MORE) 
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~ PEACE HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE HABITS OF THE 

HEART IN THE ENCOUNTERS OF DAILY LIFE~ AND WJlH 

PEftCEPTIO~S THAT ARE A GUIDE TO ACTIONS WHICH ARE BEYOND 

THE REACH OF THE LAW. 

~ IT HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH THE TRUTH THAT THE 

WHITE AND BLACK RACES IN AMERICA ARE LIKE TWO MOUNTAIN 

CLIMBERS TIED TO THE SAME ROPELJHEIR FATE IS INJHYISIR! ~~ 
I. IF THEY DO NOT MOVE IN MUTUAL SUPPORT OF EACH OTHE!J THEN J 

AS SURELY AS THE LAW OF GRAVITY EXISTS/ THEY WILL FALL 

TOGETHER INTO A DEADLY ABYSS WHERE VIOLENCE WILL BE THE 

RIVAL OF VIOLENCE._. 

LABOVE ALL, PEACE HAS SOMETHING TO DO WITH JUSTICE, 

WITH EQUIT~ AND WITH MEASURES IN THE PUBLIC REALM THAT 

PROMOTE JUSTICE AND EQUITY IN THE PRIVATE REALM OF DAILY 

EXPERIENCE, 

~ THE SPECIFIC THINGS THAT HAVE TO BE DONE SHOULD NO 

LONGER BE A SUBJECT OF MYSTERY~L:THEY WERE CLEARLY STATED 

IN THE REPORT OF THE KERNER COMMISSION1~THEY WERE RESTATED 

AGAIN A YEAR LATER -- THIS YEAR -- IN THE STUDY RELEASED BY 

URBAN AMERICA AND THE URBAN COALITION, 

(MORE) 
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~THROUGH ~E AND SIMILAR SOURCE~ WE HAVE AGAIN 

BEEN TOLD -- AND IT IS TRUE -- THAT POVERTY REMAINS A 

PERVASIVE FACT OF AMERICAN LIFE, AND THAT THE CONTINUED 

DISPARITY BETWEEN THIS POVERTY AND GENERAL AFFLUENCE WAS 

AND REMAINS A SOURCE OF ALIENATION AND DISCONTENT, 

~E HAVE AGAIN BEEN TOLD -- AND IT IS TRUE -- THAT 

GHETTO SCHOOLS CONTINUE TO~LJ AND THE SMALL AMOUNT 

OF PROGRESS MADE IN IMPROVING THE QUALITY OF THESE SCHOOLS 

HAS BEEN COUNTERBALANCED BY A GROWING ATMOSPHERE OF HOSTILITY 

AND CONFLICT IN MANY CITIES• -
L WE HAVE AGAIN BEEN TOLD -- AND IT IS TRIW -- THAT 

THERE ARE NO PROGRAMS THAT SERIOUSLY ATTACK THE CONTINUED 

EXISTENCE OF THE SLUMS" 

~ EACH OF THESE FAILURES ~~NEED FOR REMEDIAL 

MEASUREs,LTHE QUESTION IS NOT WHETHER WE HAVE THE POWER 

OF MIND REQUIRED TO DEVISE THE SOCIAL INVENTIONS THAT CAN 

GIVE EFFECTIVE FORM AND FORCE TO THE REMEDIAL MEASUREs,L'WE 

HAVE THAT INVENTIVE POWER ~ND~ WE HAVE THE MEANS AND THE 

RESOURCE~. THE QUESTION IS, DO WE HAVE THE WILL -- THE 

DETERMINATION, WILL WE MAKE THE COMMITMENT? 

(MORE) 
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~THAT INVENTIVE POWER AND THAT COMMITMENT WILL NOT 

BE BROUGHT INTO FULL PLAY UNLESS ALL OF US ARE KEENLY 

AWARE OF THE STAKES AT ISSUE 1 (THEY ARE THE SAME STAKES 

WHICH CONFRONTED THE GREAT VIRGINIANS OF THE AMERICAN 

REVOLUTION AFTER THE AMERICAN WAR HAD BEEN WON -- TO 

ESTABLISH A GOVENMENT UNDER A NEW CONSTITUTION FOR A MORE -PERFECT UN I ON.-

~As IN THEIR CAS§, SO NOW IN OUR OW~ WE ARE 

CONFRONTED WITH THE NEED TO PROVE ANEW THAT MEN CAN 

ESTABLISH GOOD GOVERNMENT THROUGH REFLECTION AND CHOICE, 

RATHER THAN ENTRUST THEIR FUTURE TO THE PLAY OF 
• 

ACCIDENT AND FORCE .• 

* * * 

HERE I COME TO THE SECOND REALITY THAT IS OFTEN 

OVERLOOKED, 1 I JHE TRADITIONAL DIVIDING LINE 

BETWEEN DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAS BECOME IN ALL 

OUR CARDINAL QUESTIONS AS INDISTINCT AS A LINE DRAWN THROUGH 

WATER, 

(MORE) 
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~ WHAT WE DO IN THE WORLD ARENA HAS A DIRECT 

BEARING ON WHAT WE CAN DO AT HOME,~WHAT WE MUST DO 

AT HOME) HAS A DIRECT BEARING ON WHAT WE CAN AND MUST 

DO IN THE WORLD ARENA~~AND PR~ELY ON THIS ACCOUNT 

WE MUST BE CLEAR ABOUT OUR NATIONAL PRIORITIES~~THE 

PARAMOUNT PRIORITY REQUIRING PERSERVERING PATIENCE AND YET 
b£ u 7F"'ruar 

A SENSE OF URGENCY) IS THE ATTAINMENT OF PEACE IN 

VIET-NAM. 

~THE GROWING DEBATE FOCUSED ON THE ·ANTI-BALLISTIC 

MISSILE SYSTEM IS ONLY SYMPTOMATIC OF THE MORE 

FUNDAMENTAL DECISIONS THAT MUST BE REACHED OVER THE 

SIZE AND NATURE OF MILITARY SPENDING, 

4(UNLESS WE ARE SUCCESSFUL NOW IN SLOWING DOWN THE 
. -UP 

NUCLEAR ARMS BUILDIIIJ IT CAN BE PREDICTED WITHOUT 

QUALIFICATION THAT WE WILL BE CAUGHT UP IN A NEW 

SPIRALING ARMS RACE THAT WILL COST HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS 

OF DOLLAR), AND BE MEANINGLESS IN SECURING EITHER SIDE ANY 

MILITARY ADVANTAGE.~HE LEVEL OF DANGER WILL BE RAISED -
It f 

THE BALANCE OF TERROR MORE PRECARIOUS. 

~IT CAN BE PREDICTED} FURTHER) THAT AS THIS MILITARY 

SPENDING ACCELERATE~ OUR URGENT DOMESTIC NEEDS WILL BE 

NEGLECTED AND OUR EFFORTS TO MOBILIZE THE COUNTRY IN 

GETTING AT THE RUNNING SORES IN OUR INTERNAL LIFE WILL FALL 

WOEFULLY SHORT OF NEED~ 

(MORE) 
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~ WE MAY THEN FIND OURSELVES IN THE PECULIAR POSITION 

OF A PEOPLE DEVOURED FROM WITHIN BY BITTER AND EMBITTERING 

SOCIAL CONFLICT~ WHILE OUR O~TER f8CE IS THAT OF A SUPER­

POWER BRISTLING WITH WEAPONS SYSTEM£/ BUT ALL AMOUNTING TO 

A HARD SHELL ENCASING AN EMPTY CENTER. 

~WE MUST COME TO SEE THAT OUR SECURITY IS THREATENED 

MORE IMMEDIATELY AND MORE DIRECTLY BY THE MISSILES OF 

HATE AND BIGOTRY AND INJUSTICE AND VIOLENCE THAT ARE LOOSE -WITHIN OUR OWN BORDERSf RATHER THAN THE NUCLEAR MISSILES 
• 

OF THE SOVIET UNION THAT ARE CHECKED BY THE POLICY OF 

MUTUAL DETERRENCE 1 ~ND WE MUST SET OUR PRIORITIES 

ACCORDINGLY, 

*'PfiY~IGH ON THE LIST OF PRIORITIES IS TO PROMPTLY 

INITIATE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION DIRECTED TOWARD 

HALTING THJ ~PANSIQN OF BOTH OFFENSIVE AND DEFENSIVE NUCLEAR 

WEAPONSJ4CAL~ADY PRECIOUS TIME HAS BEEN LOSTJ - -
~To COMPLICATE THIS URGENT TASK BY INJECTING ISSUES OF -
TRADE AND POLITICAL DISPUTES OF MANY YEARS STANDING IS BOTH 
..... J 

DANGEROUS AND UNREALISTICa 

~To WAIT FOR CONGRESS TO ACT ON THE ISSUE OF THE 

ABM BEFORE INITlTING NEGqTIATIONS IS NEITHEHNECESSABY 

NOR DESIRABLE, THE ~E TO NEGOTIATE IS NOW, 

(MORE) 
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~IF THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE SUCCESSFU~ THEN WE WILL BE 

SPARED THE COST OF THE WEAPONS~~ THE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD 

~,WE WILL KNO~ AT LEAST, THAT WE TRIED TO~"ANKIND 
A_..... ~y ~ . 

FROM ;1t' SH?S?rrYc 'K DANGEROU~ ESCALATION IN ARMAMENT, 

THE WORLD LOOKS TO US FOR MORAL L~P, WE DARE NOT 

DEFAULT!'" Pot• It~..& -•4 J.. 
L.. LET ME SPEAK CANDIDLY: IN THIS TIME OF RAPIDLY 

R~G TE~N AND FE~ING AL~TIONJ TO DELAY IN 

COMING TO GRIPS WITH THE ISSUE OF ARMS CONTROL AND OUR 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS IS TO ONLY INTENSIFY THE 
c -DANGER~ liT IS LIKE TRYING TO CAP A VOLCANO ONLY TO FIND 

THAT IN THE END IT EXPLODES WITH EVEN GREATER FORCE AND 

DESTRUCTIVE POWER, 

LwE PAID DEARLY IN THE ~960's FoR ouR FAILURE IN 

THE 1950's TO COME TO GRIPS WITH THE PROBLEMS OF RACE, 

URBAN DECAY, EDUCATION, AND POVERTY. 

L. THE PRICE WILL BE HIGHER AND THE LEVEL OF DANGER 

WILL BE GREATER I~ IN THE NEXT TWO TO FOUR YEARSJ WE 

FAIL AGAIN TO SET OUR NATIONAL PRIORITIES WISELY AND 

MAKE THE NATIONAL INVESTMENTS THAT THE AMERICAN SOCEITY 

SO DESPERATELY NEEDS , 

(MORE) 



000736 
- 24 -

~THIS CANNOT BE A TIME OF RELAXATION, OR AGAIN 

TURNING OUR FACES FROM THE UNMET HUMAN NEEDS AROUND US, 

~YES, NOW, AS IN THE TIME OF THIS NATION'S BIRTH 1 WE 
• 

MUST RESORT TO THE --- DIFFICULT WAYS OF CIVILIZED AND 

RATIONAL MEN -- FEARLESSLY STRIKING DOWN THAT WHICH -
HOBBLES OUR NATIONAL GROWTH BUT ALWAYS WITH A DECENT RESPECT -FOR THE OPINIONS OF OTHERSt ALWAYS WITH A FIRM GRASP ON ------::::-' 
DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND LIBERTIES. AND ALWAYS WITH AN 

~ 

UNCLOUDED VIEW OF WHERE WE ARE ULTIMATELY HEADED~ THIS IS 

THE SPIRIT OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION, 

L I RECALL THE WORDS OF ADLAI STEVENSON -- "DEMOCRACY IS 

NOT SELF EXECUTING, WE HAVE TO. MAKE IT WORK, WE HAVE TO 

UNDERSTAND IT , , , NOT ONLY EXTERNAL VIGILANCE BUT UNENDING 

SELF-EXAMINATION MUST BE THE PERENNIAL PRICE OF LIBERTY, 

BECAUSE THE WORK OF SELF GOVERNMENT NEVER CEASES," 

~WITH A SENSE OF URGENCY AND DESTINY AS IF CREATING A 

NEW NATIO~ WE MUST VENTILATE THE CLOGGED STALE CHANNELS 

OF POLiTICAL PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL OPPORTUNITY.~THE 
REFERSHING WINDS OF CHANGE MUST BE DIRECTED TO CONSTRUCTIVE 

PURPOSES THROUGH DEBATE AND DISSENT -- THROUGH DIALOGUE 

AND DISCUSSION -- UNTIL DECISION AND DIRECTION ARE ACHIEVED• 

(MORE) 
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~HIS IS THE MEANING OF GOVERNMENT BY THE CONSENT 

OF THE GOVERNED -- THE SOCIAL CONTRACT OF EQUALS, To 

DO LESS WOULD BE DISRESPECTFUL OF OUR HERITAGE AND 

UNWORTHY OF OUR PRICELESS LEGACY OF FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE, 
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WILLIAMSBURG, Va. Hubert H. Humphrey, 

38th Vice President of the United States and Presidential candidate 

in 1968, will deliver the annual Prelude to Independence address 

here Saturday, May 31. 
The address will highlight the SO-day Prelude to Inde­

pendence celebration held annually in this colonial capital of Virginia. 

The SO days in ~lilliamsburg, from May lS to July 4, 1776, were marked 

by heated political debate and major legislative action which gave 

impetus to the movement culminating in the adoption of America's 

Declaration of Independence. 
Humphrey currently serves as professor of political science 

at Macalaster College, St. Paul, and professor in the social science 

program at the University of Minnesota. He also plans to write a 

syndicated column on current political affairs, and two books. One 

book will focus on his political experiences and the other will review 

the continuity and change in America's foreign policy. 

During more than two decades of public service, both as 

senator and Vice President, Humphrey was instrumental in the passage 

of many social reform and human rights programs ranging from Youth 

Opportunity to Medicare which he introduced as a freshman senator in 

1949. 
In 1957 Humphrey proposed the creation of the Department 

of Housing and Urban Development and under his guidance the first 

bill to establish a cabinet-level department was favorably received 

by the Senate. 
- more -
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In addition to Humphrey's vigorous activities in the field 
of human rights, his expertise in international relations is widely 
recognized, and in 1956 and 1957 .the late President Eisenhower 
selected Humphrey as the u. SQ delegate to the United Nations. 

The Senate Disarmament Subcommittee was established as a 
result of Humphrey's resolution first introduced in 1955. The U. S. 
Arms Control and Disarmament Agency, created in 1961, was initially 
proposed by Humphrey in 1960 and resulted in the Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty ratified in 1963. 

Humphrey's understanding of international problems was 
expanded by frequent key official visits to Southeast Asia, Mexico, 
Africa, Malaysia, Canada, Europe, Asia and India where he met 
informally with Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin. 

In addition to the former Vice President's duties as an 
educator, Democratic party leader and lecturer, he is chairman of the 
board of consultants of Encyclopaedia Britannica's Educational 
Corporation; member of the board of trustees for Brandeis University; 
and 'chairman of the board of trustees for the Woodrow Wilson Inter- ; · 
national Center for Scholars, a Washington center of advance study 
in international relations authorized last year by -Congress. 

The series of events commemorated by the Prelude to Inde­
pendence celebration began on May 15, 1776 when the Virginia Convention, 
meeting ;in .Williamsburg, unanimously adopted the Virginia Resolution 
for Independence. With the adoption of this resolution the Virginia 
delegates to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia were instructed 
to "declare the United Colonies free and independent states, · absolved 
from all allegiance to or dependence upon, the crown or · parlia~ent 

of Great Britain." 
Other key historical dates during these 50 days are June 12, 

1776, when the Convention passed George Mason's Declaration of Rights, 
and June 29, · 1776, when a plan of government was adopted and Patrick 
Henry became the first elected governor of the Virginia Commonwealth. 
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R emarks by 
The Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey 

Prelude to Independence Address 

Williamsburg, Virginia 

May 31, 1969 

This is indeed a beautiful day. No one could stand in this place 

at this time without feeling the importance of the hour and the occasion. 

And I am grateful for the invitation to join in celebrating the memory of 

the great Virginians whose decisions made here almost two centuries ago 

led the way to American independence. 

A ct;lebration ,such as this has a direct bearing on our mental 

health as a people and as a nation. For in a very real sense, a nation like 

an individual, can be a victim of amnesia. If it loses the memory of its 

own past, it can be at a loss to know what it is in the present, and what it 

wants to be in .the future. 

So, therefore, today, I want to dwell on the relationship between 

living Americans and a sense of the American past. I am convinced that 

this matter is of central importance to all other topics now at the focus of ., 
American attention. 

Every generation looks at the world through the prism of its own 

experiences and the present is always in contest with the past. My own 

generation was no exception. 

We came to maturity at a time of great trouble in this world. 

All units of economic value had collapsed. Totalitarian dictatorship and 

democratic appeasell)ent destroyed the hope for peace. 
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All of us knew that something was profoundly wrong in many 

aspects of American life. Yet, with few exceptions, my generation did 

not feel hostile to the whole of American past. We did not reject the 

entire web of legal and political institutions which we had inherited from 

other generations. Nor did we call for their overthrow in a thrust of 

violence and force. 

Our thoughts and our actions were governed by a political equation 

between the idea of progress and the idea of order. On the side of progress, 

we insisted that laws and institutions can no more resist the need for 

change than a grown man can wear the clothes which fit him as a boy. 

And we were convinced that if the need for change was denied 

while life moved on, the predictable result would be a violent explosion 

that could shatter existing institutions. 

Now, on the other side of order, we insisted that i£ existing 

institutions were simply destroyed in the name of progres's, the people 

would find their hope for liberty and progress destroyed in an unlimited 

war of all against all and there would be no standard of conduct to which 
.. 

all alike could appeal. 

Therefore, by striking a b~ance between the two sides of that 

delicate equation, we came to a defl.nition of our own task, namely: . 

to cleanse, hopefully to purify the body of existing laws and institutions 

and to retain what was best in them. That which was conserved became 

,, 

the foundation on which we could raise a bridge binding the American past 

to its unfolding future. 

. . 
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Now, it would be an abuse of language to say that everything 

my generation hoped to do was done. Nor did ·everything that was done, 

gain the objects in view. 

But what my generation achieved, however, with all of its 

shortcomings, was no small fhing. We laid the basis for a tremendous 

advance in material and intellectual conditions· of American life, and 

for the possibility of a world security system that has thus far spared 

us the carnage of a nuclear war. 

That for my generation. 

Now. How do things stand today? 

Serious minded and vocal members of the rising generation of 

young people have framed a troubled indictment which demands our 

attention regardless of whether or not we agree with what it said. The 

indictment, stripped to its essentials, goes something like this. Here 
I 

is what they're saying to us: 

The whole order of American politics, inherited from the past, 

has lost relevance in the face of rapid, accelerated and pervasive changes. 
,, 

These changes, differing in quantity and quality from any experiences in 

the past, have broken the link between public talk and the P~.ssibility of 

I 

being heard, between urgent needs and the capacity o£ established institutions 

to respond to them. 

And that young people indictment continues: 

Only a person who denies, they say, the evidence of his own 

senses can deny the shameful reality of two Americas in our midst---the 

one affluent and often· indifferent, the other miserable and seething with 

frustration. •I ' 

I• 
I 

I 
I 
I 
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And the indictment concludes in these words: 

There is a clinching proof that the structure of American politics 

inherited from the past has lost its relevance to the present needs. It 

can be seen in the order of values which governs the mechanism of American 

politics when it comes to the allocation of national resources. 

It is a mechanism they say geared almost automatically to pour 

out limitless billions of dollars in support of armament systems beyond 

the limits of rational and justifiable needs. Yet that same system strains 

at a gnat when asked to support programs designed to deal with the 

dangerous conditions in our internal security-- -the crisi.s conditions in 

our cities, in our improverished ru~al areas, the crisis conditions of 

inequality of opportunity, the crisis conditons of hunger, of unemployment, 

of educational deprivations among the submerged one-fourth C?f our population, 

wh~te and black alike. 

They say it is a system geared to pour out billions of dollars 

in order to put two men on the moon, but it is sullen and canker-hearted 

when asked to help put a dispirited man back on his feet right here on earth. 

Now, most of the young peopl~ and I repeat the vast majority of 

young people_, who have framed this anguished indictment stop with the 

indictment itself, They do not say that existing institutions must be 

destroyed or overturned, or that necessary change_s_ should be entrusted 

to the disorderly or even violent means. 
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They retain a residue of respect for the political and legal 

system inherited from the past. 

But my fellow A~ericans they also demand and they demand it 

loudly and constantly, repair and remedy-- -they seek above all to 

humanize our institutions---to broaden the base of participation and to 

open the avenues of opportunity. This young generation, I call them 

patriots of dissent, is filled with anger and indignation over our failures 

to do what it knows we are capable of doing. Yes, they are impatien~, 

angry, but not irresponsible---such are their characteristics. 

And I submit they deserve our thanks, not our rebuke. To them 

we must listen and act. They remind us that freedom's work is never done•• 

that the American revolution is a continuing on~, unfinished and eyer 

changing. 

Now, if we fail to answer this indictment, the shape of our future 

is already visible to us in a minature prototype. I refer to the activities 

and motivations of, thank goodness, a still very small group of young 

' 
people---white and black alike---who have been pressing an "age-war" 

more virulent than any previously known in American history. 

The members of this small group, as yet, whether in the colleges 

or the ghetto·s, despise the kind of social changes that are made in small 

steps. Change·-for this new breed of rebels--must be total, beginning 

with an assault on all existing institutions and social relationships. 



In one breath, the young rebels insist on absolute truth, 

"Tell It Like It Is. " In a second breath, they are suspicious of any 

truth, saying that it is only a lie concocted in the interest of what they 

call "the establishment. 11 

In one breath, they insist on the right for full participation in 

self· government. In a second breath, they say that the more a man is 

involved in the life of organized society • the more he is likely to be 

corrupted by it. 

In one breath, _they insist on neat and rational order for society, 

In a second breath, they say that orderly thought _and action imprison 

a man and corrupt the honesty of his responses, Orderly thought must 

therefore be displaced by the streas on spontaneity, by direct re~ponse 

to immediate circumstances, by a purifying, discontinuous happening. 

Now the young rebels, this small little group of whom I speak, 

are not troubled by the fact tha_t they have no coherent program for action, 

or that their impulses---generous in some respects, dangerous and 

\ 

absurd in others---discharge themselves in almost any direction and in 

almost any form, Since they view themselves ar:f self appointed elite·-

an embodiment of the total good·- -they feel morally armed with the right . 

to make only their own voice heard and to gag all others. 

They feel morally armed to prevent any other people from mee_ting, 

to invade any assembly or classroom, to break up any proceedings where 

people o£ divergent views seem to be engaged in rational, though groping 
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search for a common understanding. They, the destroyers-·-the 

nihilists of our time---to them and their tactis, I say we must not yield. 

If there is any comfort in all of this, it is that we have been 

forced anew to consider the rri'eaning of dissent and civil disobedience in 

American politics---or more particularly, the tradition of dissent and 

civil disobedience stemming in good part from this very place the great 

Virginia dissenters whose work we honor today. 

Now, the great Virginians who labored here were not schoolboys. 

t:fhey were mature men, leaders in their respective communities, heads 

of substantial enterprises, with much to lose if they erred, and they were 

not given to rash adven~res, nor given to raising hell just for the hell 

of it. 

Before they embarked on their great act of dissent and civil 

·. disobedience, which led to revolt and then to revolution, they carefully 

debated among themselves the most difficult of all political questions. 

At what point does the need for "order" in the state or society 
.l 

take precedence over the need for "justice"- -or the other way around? 

How much injustice is intolerable for the sake of order? 

How shall the modes of protest be expressed? And against what 

objects? And decided by whom? 

Who shall" say il the avenues of legal relief for the redress of 

grievances exist in point of fact? Who shall say if these avenues exist 

only on paper; but not in the real world of things? 
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The great Virginians recognized that unless they asked and at 

least struggled with the possible answers to these basic questions, 

they could become useless, useless to themselves and to the cause they 

intended to promote by their ~issent. They understood as few others 

in our history the relationship of meaning to achieving their goals or 

their ends. 

They could become useless if they were to bring to t~eif act 

of dissent the wrong kind of behavior, the wrong kind of strategy, the 

wrong sense of their own moral autonomy • 

They could become useless, if the act of civil disobedience were 

permitted to degenerate into breaking all laws, good or bad, simply 

because they are laws • 

Yes, they could become useless, even if their initial cause was . 

~· · ·' ' just, if by the lack of moral and intellectual discipline they were to open 

the gates to indiscriminate dissent and indiscriminate civil disobedience 

as a way of life. 

Mind you, their act · of civil disobedience was not a private act. ·4 
\ 

It was not a conspiracy designed in a corner. It was a public act made in 

.the open by regularly constituted representative body of the community, 

a public act agreed to only after full debate and finally an approving vote. 

And instead of coupling their civil disobedience. with the clamor· 

'. 
for amnesty if they failed to carry their object, they made it clear that 

. 
they were prepared to suffer the loss of their fortunes and even their lives 

if their revolt should £ail • 

. . 

, . 
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~ ' I ' t ... They ventured to prove that they had resorted to civil disobedience 

only because they had exhausted every available constitutional legal means 

for redress of their grievances, or only because the constitutional means 

as existed on paper were in fact inoperative in practice. 
I ' 

They made it ~bundantly clear that they were not ~rotesting 

in the abstract. Theirs was real life, real problems. Their object was 

to bring to birth the terms of a new policy under which they could live 

more happily. 

They clearly <;listitiguished, in the words of George Washington 

"between oppression and the necessary exercise of lawful authority ••• 11 

and between the "spirit of liberty and licentiousness. 11 And that is why, 

' ' 
once they had unanimously instructed the Virginia · representatives at the 

. : ' 

:·'.:' · .. :;· ~ Continental Congress to propose independence for the American colonies, 
' '""I 

.. ··: ·. ·' 

they allowed no time, no gap to develop in the legal structure of Virginia 

, itself. 

They promptly went to work on a new constitution-- Ma new constitution 

which by law, enlarged the market place !or public freedom, enlarged the 

political space in which more Virginians than ever before would have the 

right of access to the public realm, to their share in public power, to 

participate in the conduct of public ~fairs with its discussions, deliberations 

.. 
> I and decisions~ 
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In short, and there is a lesson to be learned here, the whole 

object and achievement of the great Virginia dissenters was to uphold 

the concept of law by establishing it on a broader bash of consent then 

was possible when yirginia was held in tutelage by th~ ~nglish monarchy 

and parliament, 

For all of these reasons, the great Virginia dissenters led the 

way to a durable and positive achievement in .ir~edom and independence--

as against the trail of wreckage 1 eft in the wake of some o£ our pres-ent-day 

advocates of violence and destruction. 

Now my fellow Americans, does contemporary politics have 

any answer to give to the case of America's young rebels of today who 

seek to manipulate other people by coercive means---by gun-play, by 

£ire-bombs, by intimidation, by physical assaults, by kidnapping•? 

Possibly, at least I must hope so. 

It is my view, that politics can at least keep their numbers small 

instead of gaining them new recruits from among the vast majority of 
. "' 

young people who love this country and yet want it better---who still 

retain a respect for legal and political forms inherited from the past. 

Before I come to the ways and means, let me note two sets of 

realities _that are often ov.erlooked and that ma.y lie very close to the 

heart of our present predicament. 

First, there was the oversight of the comfortable people of the 

United States who on the one hand applauded the actions of the late 
I . 



beloved Dr. Martin Luther King , Jr., which gave currency to the 

strategy of non-violence, but who on the other hand, these same 

comfortable people turned away when it came time to remedy the in-

' 
justices and the discriminations which prompted Dr. King into the streets. 

' ' I ~ • ' ' 

These comfortable people,; and there are so many of us, saw the non-

violent strategy simply as an instrument for restraining restive Negro 

Americans. 

This oversight was the father to other things that were also 

overlooked. For example, the very success of the non-violent methods 

used in getting long-needed civil rights legislation created the illusion 

. that the battle for civil rights was over. In (act, it had only begun • 

. '· 

The laws, all indispensable in themselves, had only established 

the conditions for legal equality between the constitutional rights of 

. ' whites and blacks alike. 

They did not, of themselves, achieve a condition of equity 

measurable in terms of concrete rights---rights that we all want---the 

right to a job of decent pay, the right to adequate income if one cannot 

work, the right to an education which spurs rather than hobbles h~man .. , 

creativity, the right to decent housing in safe neighborhoods, the right 

to a decent diet, and the right to access to the benefits of modern medical 

science. 

Now, those of us who battled year in and year out to reconstruct 

our legislative effort ' to the peak of success'. 
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We knew that this effort was only a down payment on the larger 

and more difficult task of translating legal language into improved 

material conditions in the day to day life of Americans who are poor, 

· who are black or who are white. 

We also knew that if there was a default or failure of nerve 

with respect to this larger and more difficult talk, two things would 

inevitably happen: 

First, there would be a tendency on the part of people whose 

hopes for a better life had been aroused, their rising expectations to 

lose faith in the 11ormal operations of the law as the best instrument for 

.· ' 

the promotion and distribution of justice. 

.· i . " 
Secondly, if the non-violent tactic which had helped get necessary 

civil rights law. did not lead directly to tangible social improvements, 

,, the predictable result would. )?~ .an escalation .of . social tensions and a loss 

· :· . 
. ' of capacity to solve the problems of social justice· by peaceful means 

within the framework of law. And we've seen: this happen • 

. ' . 
. i Ii these two melancholy predications were to be proven false, 

it. was also clear from where the primary remedial initiative must come. 
,/ ,, 
I 

It must come primarily from the privileged segment of our society which 

by the way is the majority. The main beneficiary o! all the good things ~ . 

our society has to bestow. 

It could not nor could it have been expected to come from the 

segment of the American population that had been denied for so long full 

participation in America1s economic, social and political life. 

I ! 
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But unfortunately, and in the privacy of our own meditation 

and in the serenity of our own conscience, we know that the privileged 

segment of our society did not provide the initiative in a measure 

commensurate to the need • . Unlike the signers of the Declaration of 

Independence we did not pledge our lives, our fortunes, our sacred 

honor to secure these rights. We pledged but a bit of it. 

E\,'eryone, of course, still talks about the urgent need lor peace 

between the white and black races in America. But I ask today, what 

kind of peace? On what terms? Achieved how? Where? And by whom.? 

A peace which depends on walls and moats that each race builds 

around itself, announces on its face that the spirit of war is in the air, 

A peace which comes after human rages have spent .themselves in 

passi<:>n and in violence is of the kind covered by the cry of Isaiah: 

"In peace is my bitterest bitterness." 

Peace has something to do with the habits of the heart in the 

encounters of daily life, and with perceptions that are a guide to actions 

which are beyond the reach of law • 

Peace has something to do with the truth that the white and black 
' 

races in America are like two mountain climbers tied to the same rope. . J 

Their fate is indivisible. If they do not move in mutual support of each 

other, then as surely as the law of gravity exists, they will fall together 

into a deadly abyss where violence will be the rival of violence and where 

neighbor wil~ set upon neighbor. 
1 • 

" . 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
1--

1 
I 



-14-

Above all, peace has something to do with justice, with 

equity, and with those measures in the public realm that promote 

justice and equity in the priva,te realm of daily experience. 

.. , 
' •I 

Now, the specific things that have to be done should no longer 

be any mystery or secret. They were clearly stated in the report of 

the Kerner Commission. They were restated again this year··one 

year later- -in the study released by Urban America anq ~h~ U:rban 

Coalition. And these groups are not made up of irresponsible radicals 

but rather men and women of substance, conscience and thought. 

: Through these and similar sources , we have again been told--

I •'. 

'• I 

and I say it is true--that poverty remains a pervasive· fact of American 

.life, and the the continued disparity between this · poverty and the general 

affluence was and remains a source of alienation and discontent. 

We have again been told- -and it is true- -that ghetto schools 
.·. 

.. continue to fail, and the small amount of progress made in improving 

the quality of these schools has been counterbalanced by a growing 

atmosphere of hostility and conflict in many cities. 
.. 

And we have been told--and it is true--that there are no 

programs that seriously attack the continued existence of the filth and the 

degradation of the American slums. 

Each of these failures cries out like the voice of a prophet for 

the need for remedial measures. The question is not whether we have 

the power' of mind requi1'ed to devise social inventions that can give 
I 

I· 

I -

• i 
I • 
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effective form and force to the remedial measures. We have that 

inventive power. And, we have the means and we have the resources. 

The question is, do we have the will- -the determination. Will we make 

the commitment of our lives, our fortunes, our sacred honor? 

.. 
That inventive power and that commitment will not be brought 

into full play unless all of us are keenly aware of the stakes. They 

are the same stakes which confronted the great Virginians of the 

American Revolution after the American War had been won- -the stakes 
.. 

to establish a government under a new constitution for a more _perfect , 

union, The stake of building one nation and as we put it•--one nation 

. I 

under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

.. As in their case, so now in our time and in our own instance 

we are confronted with the need to prove anew that men can establi~h 

.: good government, responsible government, through reflection and choice, 
-. 

rather than to entrust their future to the play of accident and force. 
' ~ . 

So now I come then to the second reality that is ofte~ overlooked 

and right at the heart of our problem. The traditional dividing line 

between domestic and foreign affairs has become in all our cardl.nal 

questions as indistinct as a line drawn through the water. 

What we do in the arena of the world has a direct bearing on 

what we can do at home. What we must do at home, has a direct bearing 

on what we can and must do in the world arena--one and inseparable. 

And prf!Ciaely on this account• •we must be clear about our national 

... . 

. . I· • 

:,,1 
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priorities. I'm sure that everyone from the President to every person 

in this audience knows that the paramount priority requi.ring perservering 

patience, steadfastness and courage, and yet a sense of urgency, is the 

attainment of a just peace in Yiet-Nam. 

There is no doubt of it.And might I add I intend to do all I can 

as one citizen to support the hand of our President, who I am sure as 

I am sure of anything, as the man before him, seekapeace and seeks it 

with all the powel" at his command. 

The growing debate that's focused on the anti-ballistic missile 

,• system is only symptomatic of the more fundamental decisions that must 
J 

be reached over the size and nature of military spending. 

' I And unless we are successful now, my friends, in sl9wing 

down ~he nuclear arms build-up, it can be predicted without qualification 

that we will be caught up in a new spiraling arms race that will cost 

this troubled world hundreds of billions of dollars, and be meaningless 

in securing either side any military advantage. The level of danger, 

however• will be raised .. ·and the balance of terror will become more 

precario~s. 

It can be predicted, further, that as this military spending 

accelerates. our urgent domestic needs will be neglected and our efforts 

to mobilize the country in getting at the running ·sores in our internal 

life will fall woefully short of need. 

.. :. 

. . 
J •. ' 
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We may find ourselves in the peculiar position of a people 

devoured from within by bitter and embittering social conflicts, while 

our outer face is that of a super-power bristling with new weapons 

systems, but all amounting to ~hard shell encasing a rotten, soft or 

empty center. 

We must come to see, therefore, that our security is threatened 

more immediately and more directly by the missiles of hate and bigotry 

and injustice and violence that are loose within our own shores and 

borders, rather than the nuclear missiles of the Soviet Union that are 

currently checked bf the 'policy of mutual deterrence. And I submit 

that we must set our priorities accordingly. 

Therefore, high on the list of priorities for me is to promptly 

initiate discussions, and I say promptly, with the Soviet Unio}directed 

toward halting the expansion of both offensive and defensive nuclear 

weapons. Already preeious time has been lost. 

To complicate this urgent task by injecting issues of trade 

and political disputes of many years standing is both dangerous and ,, .. 

unrealistie. 

Yes, to wait for Congress to act on the issue of the ABM 

.before initiating negotiations is neither necessary nor desirable. The 

fact is, it is later than we think. The time to negotiate is now. U the 

negotiations are successful, then we will be spared the cost of the weapons. 

U the negotiations should fail, we will know, at least, that we tried. 

i • 
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Yes, that we the American people tried to spare mankind from a 

dangerous and costly escalation in . armament. The world looks to us 

today as it did in those days of the great Virginians for moral leadership. 

'• We dare not default. Peace like war needs its heroes. 

So let me speak candidly: In this time of rapidly rising 

tension and festering alienation, to delay i~ coming to grips wUh the 

issue of arms control and our domestic social and economic problems 

is only t<? intensify the danger. It is like trying to cap a volcano only 

to find that in the end it explodes with greater force and destructive power. 

. . . . ~ 

We paid dearly in ~e 1960's for our failure in the 1950's to 

come to grips with the problems ?f race, urban decay,. education, and 

poverty. 

The price, mind you, will be higher and the level of danger 

will be greater if, in the next two, four, six years; we fail again to 

set our national priori~ies wisely and make the national investments 

· that the American society so desperately needs. 

So I summon you on this beautiful occasion .. -I summon you to 

action--we the American people. This cannot be a time for relaXation, 
, 

nor of turning our faces from the unmet human needs around us. There 

is no place to hide--no place to escape. 

Yes, now, as in the time of this nation's birth, we must once · 

again resort to the difficult ways of civilized and rational men-·fearlessly 

striking down that which hobbles our national growth and purpose, but 

always with a ®cent respect fo't the opinion~ of others, always with a 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I I 
I 
I 
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firm grip and a firm grasp on democratic principles and liberties, 

and always with an unclouded view of where we are ultimately headed. 

This is in fact the spirit of the continuing American revolution, 

I recall the words of Adlai Stevenson, who in his own spirit 
.. 

personified the nobility of democracy, said: "Democracy is not self 

executing. We have to make it work, we have to understand it ••• 

not only external vigilance but unending self-examination must be the 

perennial price o! liberty, because the work· of self government never 

ceases." 

With a sense then of urgency and destiny as if creating a new 

· . nation, which is in fact what we're doing,· we must ventilate the clogge<!, 

·, . ' .. stale channels of political participation and social opportunity. The 

... 
·' 
.. refreshing winds of change which are everywhere about us, must be directed 

··- to constructive purposes--not throug~ violence--not through hate--not 

through bitterness--not through passion, but through debate and dissent-· 

through dialogue and discussion--until decision and direction are achieved. 

This to me, my fellow Americans, is the meaning of government 
~ . ~ 

by the consent of the governed--the social contract of equals. To do 

less would be .disrespectful of our heritage and be unworthy of our 

priceless legacy of freedom and independence which this occasion, this 

hallowed ground itself commemorates to us and reminds this nation. 

Thank you. 
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Remarks of 
Governor Winthrop Rockefeller 
Prelude to Independence 
Williamsburg, Virginia 
May 31, 1969 

During our just-concluded Colonial Williamsburg Board 

meetings, Mr. Humelsine included in his report a review of the 

increasing impact Williamsburg is having not only on American 

visitors, but primarily on those who visit here from abroad. 

Williamsburg is, indeed, becoming more and more of an international 

crossroads. And this fact in itself pleases me immensely--as I know 

it would have pleased my father, whose spirit still guides this 

restoration program. 

This rising interest has prompted me to look back over the 

32. years of my association with Williamsburg to search for the reasons 

why it continues to grow, and to attract, in this small city, nearly 

Z, 000,000 visitors each year. 

Certainly the history and heritage which grew here are 

fundamental to the interest of Williamsburg. 

The location of the College of William and Mary with its long 

and treasured history--as well as Jamestown and Yorktown, where so 

many important events occurred-- -also add greatly to the appeal o{ 

this area. 

During more recent years, the appeals of the furnishings, the 

architecture, the gardens and greens, the craft!), and the outstanding 

research program underway here have increased interest in Williamsburg. 
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But as I contemplated the events since 1926--when Dr. 

Goodwin ani my father first talked about restoring Williamsburg--

I would add one basic appeal which grows in importance, in my mind. 

This is authenticity. 

The rebirth of Williamsburg would never had been possible 

without the kind of insight of these two men into Williamsburg's past 

greatness and its future promise of being made to live again. This 

foresight was later coupled with a devotion to authenticity, particularly 

on the part of my father as he delved into the program of restoration-­

and broadened its scope. 

It is fortunate that the restoration of Williamsburg has been 

based on an outstanding accumulation of historical evidence. This 

body of knowledge was amassed from a variety of sources, including-­

A copperplate engraving discovered in the Bodleian Library 

of Oxford University--

A map drawn by an unknown French soldier after the War of 

Independence--

A floor plan of the Governor's Palace by Thomas Jefferson, 

And a collection of details from letters, private wills, deeds 

and insurance papers. No source was left untapped as the work was 

being planned and carried out, and, of course, the best guide was the 

85 buildings that survived from the eighteenth century. 
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With his dedication to authenticity my father at the same 

time felt a sense of urgency in completing the restoration of 

Williamsburg. He wanted to see it completed during his lifetime, 

and once said, "Let• s get going!" But he would not compromise on 

authenticity, and, therefore, unfortunately, in that sense, the work 

here was not finished when he passed away nine years ago. 

The challenge of accomplishing the original goals is one that 

still confronts us. 

And upon reflection, perhaps it is one of the appeals to 

our visitors that work is still underway and will be for many years. 

This gives the program a vitality, and, at the same time, interests 

others from all over the world • . Last week, for example, a delegation 

from Quebec apent several days to study the restoration of Williamsburg, 

and its future program. 

This broad and continuing interest--and the impact of this city-­

would have encouraged my father- -as it does me and other members of 

my family- -for his interests were, indeed, international. 

In addition to those from abroad who wish to study Williamsburg 

as a restoration, at least seven thousand foreign travelers come here 

each year, and the total grows annually. Only last week the Prime 

Minister of the Netherlands made Williamsburg his first stop on an 

official visit to this country. He was the third head of state this year 

to make such a visit prior to a meeting with President Nixon. 
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Just the week before Williamsburg was visited by a large group 

of government and business leaders from England, Germany, France, 

Belgium, Italy and Spain. 

In recent days Williamsburg received two Danish school 

teachers, a Congolese government intern, a Bulgarian atomic scientist, 

a Japanese journalist, and a museum director from South Africa~­

among many others. 

Colonial Williamsburg has a further program in the international 

field. Each year we sponsor international student forums aimed at 

providing a platform for analyzing current problems against the background 

of Williamsburg. To date, 1, 055 foreign students from 101 countries 

have taken part in these programs. By way of example, next month 

the Williamsburg International Assembly will attract 58 foreign graduate 

students for the forum's thirteenth annual meeting. 

In 1948 my father said, ''we must make Colonial Williamsburg 

so alive, so meaningful, so expressive of the principles of the founders 

of our country that those who come here will carry away with them a 

better understanding of the fundamentals of our Am.erican way of life 

and its importance to our national and international future. " 

This continues to be our goal. 

Thank you very much. 



Remarks by 
Governor Mills E. Godwin, Jr. 

Prelude to Independence 

Williamsburg, Virginia 

May 31, 1969 

Once again it is my pleasure to welcome all of you and you 

Mr. Vice President in particular, on behalf of Commonwealth of 

Virginia, to these ceremonies, marking as they do the fires of debate 

in which the Declaration of Independen·ce of our country was forged. 

I think sometimes the ringing phrases from that day recorded 

in our school books mislead us as to what it is that we really celebrate 

this afternoon. The true meaning of this remembrance is not the 

defiance of our forebears. Untempe red defiance is a commonplace 

ingredient of history. 

What gives depth to those events of long ago is that America's 

revolutionaries took the field with a structure o1 government already 

well formulated to replace the one that they so violently opposed. 

From the beginnings of representative government in the New 

World at Jamestown in 1619, and we celebrate this year the 350th 

anniversary of that event, from a century and a half of self reliance 

as they tamed a trackless wilderness of that day, the men of the prelude 

carne to Williamsburg with their political philosophies already proved 

and tempered, with the responsibilities of self-government already 

ingrained in their consciousness, asking only the chance to adapt their 

English heritage . to new conditions that they found. 
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Their insistence on individual freedom, their abiding suspicion 

of power, were the ingredients they used to refine the English model 

into the American system, unhampered by traditions of either royalty 

or peasantry, shaped to a virgin continent where every man might stake · 

his claim, not as a conqueror, but as a free citizen, beholden to no one 

and jealous only of his own individual liberty. 

From that day until this hour, the story of America ha,; been 

the story of perfecting their ideals, of really equalizing opportunity 

for our citizens. 

With the .system they devised, we have peopled a great nation 

with the rich and the poor from every country in the world, instilling 

in them and in their children the unique qualities that make Americans. 

We have fought a bloody civil war to become one free people. 

We have fought two world conflicts that other nations might be free. 

We have settled political, social, and economic conflicts of every kind, 

bl:lt always they have been settled within the system. 

More important for our own time, we have listened patiently 

to every minority opinion, every expression of disagreement, to the 

proponents of every ideology, and we have taken the best of what they 

had to offer to keep that system vibrant and alive, generation after 

generation. 

I think then that this is the message Williamsburg has for us 

today. We tend to lose our perspective in the immediacy of the present. 
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Technology has so magnified the voices of dissent that they tend 

sometimes to cloud our vision. 

So, let it be clear, in the perspective of that first prelude 

long ago, that the current tumult and shouting are only America taking 

another chance on freedom. 

The process of refining the American dream has always been 

a noisy one. With complete freedom of speech and freedom of the 

press, it could. hardly have been otherwise. With minorities given 

full freedom of action, it has always been a boisterious process, a big 

. country that does big things in a big way. 

But finally the people themselves, free to form a majority 

opinion, have exercised their common sense, their respect for the law, . 

their insistence on justice, and they have resolved the conflict, and 

I am confident that they will do so again. They have never abandoned 

their basic belief in their ability to govern themselves, or their defense 

of their own method of doing so. 

So, today we pay reverent tribute to that method. In the Prelude 

to Independence we really celebrate a prelude to the full symphony of 

America. 

We gather now to hear again in our own hearts its opening 

chords, its central theme, composed here and repeated with variations · 

throughout fifty states and around the world, to be reminded and I think 

it's important sometimes to be reminded, of who we are and from 
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whence we came, and to resolve that with the instruments that 

God has given each of us, we will play our own parts, that its 

cadences may never be stilled. 

# 



REMARKS 

THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

PRELUDE TO INDEPENDENCE ADDRESS 

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 

MAY 31, 1969 

I am grateful for the invitation to join you in 

celebrating the memory of the great Virginians whose 

decisions made here almost two centuries ago led the way to 

American independence. 

A celebration such as this is no empty ceremony. 

It has a direct bearing on our mental health as a nation. 

For in a very real sense, a nation I ike an individual, can 

be a victim of amnesia. If it loses the memory of its own 

past, it can be at a loss to know what it is in the present, 

and what it wants to be in the future. 
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It is through celebrations such as this in Williamsburg 

that we heighten our national self -awareness. In the very 

act of recalling the men, the deeds and an era of past 

greatness, we become most fully alive to our own identity 

as a people -- most fully alive to where we now stand, where 

we are trending, where we want to go and how to get there. 

I want to dwell on the relationship between I iving 

Americans and a sense of the American past. I am convinced 

that this matter is of central importance to all other topics 

now at the focus of American attention. 

* * * 

Every generation looks at the world through the prism 

of its own experiences. My own generation was no exception. 
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We came to maturity at a time of great trouble in 

America. All units of economic value had collapsed, and 

parents could not go to sleep at night without fear that the 

next dawn would bring more economic distress to their 

family. 

All of us knew that something was wrong, profoundly 

wrong in many aspects of American I ife. Yet it is fair to 

say that with few exceptions, my generation did not feel 

hostile to the whole of the American past. We did not reject 

the entire web of legal and political institutions we inherited 

from other generations. We did not call for their overthrow 

in an apocalyptic thrust. 
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Our thoughts and actions were governed by a political 

equation between the idea of progress and the idea of order. 

On the side of progress, we insisted that laws and institutions 

can no more resist the need for change than a grown man 

can wear the clothes which fit him as a boy. They must 

change, to keep pace with changes in material conditions, 

with the disclosure of new truths, with refinements of 

insights about the meaning of justice and injustice, of 

I iberty and oppression. 

We were convinced that if the need for change was 

denied while life moved on, the predictable result would 

be a violent explosion that could shatter existing institutions. 
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On the side of order, we insisted that if existing 
~ 

institutions were"destroyed in the name of progress, the 

people would find their hope for I iberty and progress destroyed 

in an unlimited war of all against all. There would be no 

standard of conduct to which all alike could appeal. 

By striking a balance between the two sides of the 

equation, we came to a definition of our own task, namely: 

to cleanse and purify the body of existing laws and institutions 

and to retain what was best in them. That which was conserved 

became the foundation on which we could raise a bridge binding 

the American past to its unfolding future. 

It would be an abuse of language to say that everything 

my generation hoped to do was done. Nor did everything that 

was done, gain the objects in view. At some points, there 

was a short fall between intentions and achievements. 
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What my generation achieved, however, was no small 

thing. We laid the basis for a tremendous advance in the 

material and intellectual conditions of American I ife, and 

for a world security system that has thus far SJE red us 

the carnage of a nuclear war. 

* * * 

How do things stand today? 

Serious minded and vocal members of the rising 

generation of young people have framed a troubled indictment 

which demands our attention regardless of whether or not we 

agree with what it said. The indictment, stripped to its 

essentials, goes like this: 
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The whole order of American politics, inherited 

from the past, has lost its relevance in the face of rapid, 

accelerated and pervasive changes. These changes, differing 

in quantity and quality from any experiences in the past, 

have broken the I ink between pub I ic talk and the possibility 

of being heard, between urgent needs and the capacity of 

our established institutions to respond to them. In fact, 

the structure of the institutions, and the people who control 

the levers of effective power in them, makes it impossible 

to effect changes in society in an orderly and coherent 

way. 

And the indictment continues: 
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Only a person who denies the evidence of his own 

senses can deny the shamefu I reality of two Americas in 

our midst -- the one affluent and indifferent, the other 

miserable and seething with frustration. 

It is a reality made all the more offensive when 

placed alongside the fact that affluent America is in a 

position to enjoy the benefits of an economy, an educational 

system, and a communications network, all more highly 

developed in America than any other nation known in human 

history. Yet it chooses wilfully not to see or care very much 

about how the other America, the deprived America, lives. 

And the indictment cone I udes: 
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There is a clinching proof that the structure of 

American politics inherited from the past has lost its 

relevance to present needs. It can be seen in the order 

of values which governs the mechanism of American politics 

when it comes to the allocation of national resources. 

It is a mechanism geared almost automatically to pour 

out limitless billions of dollars in support of armament 

systems beyond the I im its of rational and justifiable needs. 

Yet the same system strains at a gnat when asked to support 

programs designed to deal with dangerous conditions in our 

internal security --the crisis conditions in our cities, in 

our impoverished rural areas, the crisis conditions of 

inequality of opportunity, the crisis conditions of hunger, 

unemployment, educational deprivations among the submerged 

one-fourth of our population, white and black alike. 
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lt is a system geared to pour out untold billions 

of dollars in order to put two men on the moon, but is 

sullen and canker-hearted when asked to help put a 

dispirited man back on his feet right here on earth. 

* * * 

Most of the young people who have framed this 

anguished indictment stop with the indictment itself. 

They do not go on to say that existing institutions must 

be totally overturned, or that the necessary changes of 

modernization should be entrusted to disorderly or even 

violent means. 

They retain a residue of respect for the political and legal 

system inherited from the past. We are fortunate that this 

is so, though we would be well advised to recognize another 

fact. It is that we are in a race against the absolute of time 

itself in order to introduce the remedial measures of pub I ic 

pol icy that can get at the real blights underlying the 

indictment I've just sketched. 
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If we fail in this respect, the shape of our future 

is already visible to us in a miniature prototype. I refer 

to the activities and motivations of a still small group 

of young people -- white and black alike -- who have been 

pressing an "age-war" more virulent than any previously 

known in American history. 

The members of this small group, whether in the colleges 

or the ghettos, despise the kind of social changes that 

are made in small steps by our institutions acting at random 

intervals. Change -- for the new breed of rebels -- must 

be total, beginning with an assault on all existing institutions 

and social relationships. 

In one breath, the young rebels insist on absolute truth. 

'1"ell it like it is". In a second breath, they are suspicious 

of any truth, saying that it is only a I ie concocted in the interest 

of what they call '~he establishment". 



-12-

1 n one breath, they insist on the right for fu II 

participation in self 1JOvernment. In a second breath, 

they say that the more a man is involved in the life of 

organized society, the more he is I ikely to be corrupted 

by it. 

In one breath, they insist on a neat and rational 

order for society. In a second breath, they say that orderly 

thought and action imprison a man and corrupt the honesty 

of his responses. Orderly thought must therefore be displaced 

by a stress on spontaneity, by a direct response to immediate 

circumstances, by a purifying, discontinuous happen in g. 

The young rebels of whom I speak are not troubled by 

the fact that they have no coherent program for action, or 

that their impulses --generous in some respects, dangerous 

and absurd in others --discharge themselves in almost any 

direction and in almost any form. 
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Since they view themselves as an elite --an embodiment 

of the total good --they feel morally armed with the right to 

make only their own voice heard and to gag all others. 

They feel morally armed to prevent any other people 

from meeting, to invade any assembly or classroom, to 

break up any proceedings where people of divergent views 

seem to be engaged in a rational, groping search for a 

common understanding. 
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lf there is any ground for comfort in all this, it is 

that we have been forced anew to consider the meaning 

of dissent and civil disobedience in American politics --or 

more particularly, the tradition of dissent and civil 

disobedience stemming in good part from the great Virginia 

dissenters whose work we honor today. 

The great Virginians who labored here were not schoolboys. 

They were mature men, leaders in their respective communities, 

heads of substantial enterprises, with much to lose if they 

erred. They were not given to rash adventures, nor given 

to raising Hell just for the Hell of it. 
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Before they embarked on their great act of dissent 

and civil disobedience which led to a revolt and then a 

revolution, they carefully debated among themselves the 

most difficu It of all political questions: 

At what point does the need for "order" in the state and 

society take precedence over the need for "justice'' in the 

state and society--or the other way around? 

How much injustice is tolerable for the sake of order? 

How shall the modes of protest be expressed? Against 

what objects? Decided by whom? 

Who shall say if the avenues of legal relief for 

the redress of grievances exist in point of fact? Who shall 

say if these avenues exist only on paper, but not in the 

world of real things? 
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The great Virginians recognized that unless they 

asked and at least struggled with possible answers to 

these old questions, they could become useless to 

themselves and useless to the cause they intended to 

promote by their dissent. 

They could become useless, because they could 

bring to their act of dissent the wrong kind of behavior, 

the wrong kind of strategy, the wrong sense of their own 

moral autonomy. 
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They could become useless, because they could weaken 

the moral and intellectual disci pi ine required if the act of 

civil disobedience was not to degenerate into a breaking of all 

laws, good or bad, simply because they are laws. 

They could become useless, because even if their 

initial cause was just, unless they fully understood the 

mainsprings of their action, they could open the gates to 

indiscriminate dissent and to indiscriminate civil disobedience 

as a way of I ife. 
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What distinguished these men from many of our 

contemporary young rebels can be put something I ike this. 

Their dissent and civil disobedience under English rule, was 

not directed toward law generally but toward an impersonal 

legal relationship which they felt stunted their growth. They 

assumed the burden of proving that their specific law-breaking 

was in fact justifiable by the inherent injustice of the 

particular law itself. 

Their act of civil disobedience was not a private act. 

It was not a conspiracy in a corner. It was a pub I ic act 

made in the open by a regularly constituted representative 

body of the community, a pub I ic act agreed to only after 

a full debate and an approving vote. 
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1 nstead of coup I ing their civil disobedience with a clamor 

for amnesty if they failed to carry their object, they made it 

quite clear that their conviction of being in the right 

prepared them to suffer the loss of their fortunes and even 

their lives if their revolt should fail. 

They ventured to prove that they had resorted to civil 

disobedience only because they exhausted every available 

constitutional means for a redress of their grievances, or only 

because the constitutional means as they existed on paper were 

in fact inoperative in practice. 

They made it abundantly clear that they were not 

protesting in the abstract, but that in breaking the law binding 

them to the British Empire, their object was to bring to birth 

the terms of a new policy under which they could live more 

happily. 
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They clearly dist.inguished, in the words of George 

Washington 'between oppression and the necessary exercise 

of lawful authority ... " and between the "spirit of liberty and 

that of licentiousness." That is why, once they had unanimously 

instructed the Virginia representatives at the Con inental 

Congress to propose independence for the American colonies, 

they allowed no gap to develop in the legal structure of Virginia 

itself. 

They promptly went to work on a new constitution for the 

independent state of Virginia--a constitution which by law, 

enlarged the market place for public freedom, enlarged the 

political space in which more Virginians than ever before 

would have the right of access to the pub I ic realm, to their 

share in pub I ic power, to participate in the conduct of pub I ic 

affairs with its discussions, deliberations and decisions. 



-21-

In short, the whole object and achievement of the great 

Virginia dissenters was to uphold the concept of law by 

establishing it on a broader basis of consent than had been 

possible when Virginia was held in tutelage by the English 

monarchy, pari iament, and magnates with in England. 

For all these reasons, the great Virginia dissenters 

led the way to a durable and positive achievement in independence 

-as against the trail of wreckage left in the wake of some of 

our present- day advocates of violence. 
+ -If- If ~ 

· Does politics have any answer to give to the case of 

America's young rebels to-day who seek to manipulate 

other people by coercive means --by gun -play, fire-bombs, 

physical assaults, kidnappings? 
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1 hesitate to say. If, as some medical men believe, 

the pattern of behavior has all the earmarks of paranoia, 

then politics may have to be guided by the psych iatric 

profession in dealing with the sickness. 

It is my view, however, that politics can at least keep 

their numbers small instead of gaining them new recruits 

from among young people who still retain a residue of 

respect for the legal and political forms inherited from 

the past. 

Before I come to the ways and means, let me note two 

sets of realities that are often overlooked and that I ie at the 

heart of our present predicament. 
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First, there was the oversight of the comfortable people 

in the United States who on the one hand applauded the 

actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. which gave currency 

to the strategy of non -violence, but who on the other hand, , 

turned away when it came time to remedy the injustices and 

discriminations which prompted Dr. King into the streets. 

These comfortable people saw the non -violent strategy 

simply as an instrument for restraining restive Negro 

Americans. 

This oversight was the father to other things that 

were overlooked. For example, the very success of the 

non -violent methods used in getting long -needed civil rights 

legislation on the statute books created the ill us ion that the 

battle for civil rights was over. In fact, it had only begun. 
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The laws, all indispensable in themselves, had only 

established the conditions for legal equality between the 

constitutional rights of whites and blacks alike. 

They did not, of themselves, achieve a condition of 

equity measurable in terms of concrete rights -- the right 

to a job at decent pay, the right to adequate income if one 

can not work, the right to an education which spurs rather 

than hobbles human creativity, the right to decent housing 

in safe neighborhoods, the right to a decent diet, and the 

right of access to the benefits of modern medical science. 

Those of us who battled year in and year out to reconstruct 

an edifice of legal equality between the two races were not under 

any illusion about what had been accomplished even when the 

year 1964 brought the legislative effort to the peak of success. 
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We knew this was only a down payment on the larger 

and more difficult task of translating legal language into 

improved material conditions in the day to day life of Americans 

who were black. 

We also knew that if there was a default or failure of 

nerve with respect to this la'9er, more difficu It task, two 

things would happen: 

First, there would be a tendency on the part of people 

whose hopes for a better I ife had been aroused, to lose faith 

in the normal operations of the law as the best instrument 

for the promotion and distribution of justice. 

Secondly, and in a related degree, if the non -violent 

tactic which had helped get necessary civil rights law on the 

statute books did not lead directly to tangible social improvements, 

the predictable result would be an escalation of social tensions 

and a loss of capacity to solve the problems of social justice 

by peaceful means with in the framework of law. 
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If these two melancholy predications were to be proven 

false, it was also clear from where the primary remedial 

initiative must come. It must come primarily from the 

privileged segment of our society, the main beneficiary of 

all the good things our society has to bestow. 

It could not be expected to come from the segment of the 

American population that had been denied for so long full 

participation in America •s economic, social and political I if e. 

Unfortunately, the privileged segment of our society did 

not provide that initiative in a measure commensurate to the need. 

Everyone, of course, still talks about the urgent need for 

peace between the white and black races in America. But what 

kind of peace? On what terms? Achieved how? Where? By 

whom? 
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A peace which depends on walls and moats each race 

builds around itself, announces on its face that the spirit 

of war is in the air. A peace which comes after human rages 

have spent themselves in violence is of the kind covered by 

the cry of Isaiah: "In peace is my bitterest bitterness. 11 

Peace has something to do with the habits of the heart 

in the encounters of daily I ife, and with perceptions that are 

a guide to actions which are beyond the reach of the law. 

It has something to do with the truth that the white 

and black races in America are like two mountain climbers 

tied to the same rope. Their fate is indivisible. If they do 

not move in mutual support of each other, then as surely 

as the law of gravity exists, they will fall together into a deadly 

abyss where violence will be the rival of violence -- where 

the hand of every man will be raised against his neighbor and 

those of neighbors will be raised against him. 
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Above all, peace has something to do with justice, with 

equity, and with measures in the public realm that promote 

justice and equity in the private realm of daily experience. 

The specific things that have to be done should no longer 

be a subject of mystery. They were clearly stated in the report 

of the Kerner Commission. They were restated again a year 

later -- this year -- in the study released by Urban America 

and the Urban Coalition. 

Through these and similar sources, we have again been 

told -- and it is true -- that poverty remains a pervasive fact 

of American life, and that the continued disparity between this 

poverty and general affluence was and remains a source of 

alienation and discontent. 
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We have again been told -- and it is true -- that ghetto 

schools continue to fail, and the small amount of progress 

made in improving the quality of these schools has been 

counterbalanced by a growing atmosphere of hostility and 

conflict in many cities. 

We have again been told -- and it is true -- that there 

are no programs that seriously attack the continued existence 

of the slums. 

Each of these failures states the need for remedial measures. 

The question is not whether we have the power of mind required 

to devise the social inventions that can give effective form and 

force to the remedial measures. We have that inventive power 

of mind. 



- 30 -

But that inventive power will not be brought into full 

play unless all of us are keenly aware of the stakes at issue. 

They are the same stakes which confronted the great 

Virginians of the American Revolution after the American 

War had been won, and the next task was to establish a 

government under a new constitution for a more perfect union. 

As in their case, so now in our own case, we are 

confronted with the need to prove anew that men can establish 

good government through reflection and choice, rather than 

entrust their future to the play of accident and force. 

.,. ... * 

Here I come to the second reality that is often overlooked. 

It is that the traditional dividing I ine between domestic and 

foreign affairs has become in all our cardinal questions as 

indistinct as a I ine drawn through water. 
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What we do in the world arena has a direct bearing 

on what we can do at home. What we must do at home, 

has a direct bearing on what we must do in the world arena. 

And precisely on this account --though many other reasons 

can be given --we must be clear about our national priorities-­

just as those who caused our independence had not the 

slightest doubt about their priorities. 

The growing debate focused on the anti -ballistic missile 

system is only symptomatic of the more fundamental decisions 

that must be reached over the size and nature of military 

spending. 

Unless we are successful now in slowing down the nuclear 

arms buildup, it can be predicted without qualification that our 

military planners will win approval of a number of often 

postponed weapons programs costing, in the end, many 

hundreds of billions of dollars. 
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It can be predicted, further, that as this military spending 

accelerates, our urgent domestic needs will be neglected and 

our efforts to mobilize the country in getting at the running 

sores in our internal life will fall woefully short of need. 

We may then find ourselves in the peculiar position of 

a people devoured from within by bitter and embittering social 

conflicts, while our outer face is that of a superpower bristling 

with weapons systems, but all amounting to a hard shell encasing 

an empty center. 

We must come to see that our security is threatened 

more immediately and more directly by the missiles of hate 

and bigotry and injustice and violence that are loose with in 

our own borders, rather than the nuclear missiles of the 

Soviet Union that are checked by the pol icy of mutual deterrence. 

And we must set our priorities accordingly. 
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Let me speak candidly: in this time of rapidly rising 

tension and festering alienation, to delay in coming to grips 

with pressing social and economic problems is to only intensify 

the danger. It is I ike trying to cap a volcano only to find 

that in the end it explodes with even greater force and 

destructive power. 
~~ 1'1')()4.. 

We paid dearly in the 1960's for our failure~to come to 

grips with the problems of race, urban decay, education, and 

poverty. 

The price will be higher and the level of danger will be 

greater if, in the next two to four years, we fail again to set 

our national priorities wisely and make the national investments 

that the American society so desperately needs. 
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This cannot be a time of relaxation, of taking it easy, 

of again turning our faces from the unmet human needs 

around us. 

Now, as in the time of this nation's birth, we must 

resort instead to the terribly difficult ways of civilized and 

rational men -- fearlessly striking down that which hobbles 

our national growth but always with a decent respect for the 

opinions of others, always with a firm grasp on democratic 

principles and liberties, and always with an unclouded 

view of where we are ultimately headed. 

With a sense of urgency and destiny as if creating a 

new nation, we must ventilate the clogged and stale channels 

of political participation and social opportunity. The refreshing 

winds of change must be channeled to constructive purposes 

through debate and dissent -- through dialogue and discussion 

until our course is clear and our national purposes secure. 
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This is the meaning of government by the consent of 

the governed --the social contract of equals. To do less 

would be disrespectful of our heritage and unworthy of 

our priceless legacy of freedom and independence. 

# # # 



As in their case, so now in our own case, we are confronted 

with the need to prove anew that men can establish good government 

through reflection and choice, rather than entrust their future to 

the play of accident and force. 
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Here I come to the second reality that is often overlooked. 

It is that the traditional dividing line between domestic and foreign 

affairs has become in all our cardinal questions as indistinct as a 

line drawn through water. 

What we do in the world arena has a direct bearing on what 

we can do at home. What we must do at home, has a direct bearing 

on what we must do in the world arena. And precisely on this account 

though many other reasons can be given we must be clear about 

our national priorities -- just as those who caused our independence 

had not the slightest doubt about their priorities. 

The growing debate focused on the anti-ballistic missile system 

is only symptomatic of the more fundamental decisions that must be 

reached over the size and nature of military spending. 



Through these and similar sources we have again been told --

and it is true that poverty remains a pervasive fact of American 

life, and that the continued disparity between this poverty and general 

affluence was and remains a source of alienation and discontent. 

We have again been told -- and it is true -- that ghetto 

schools continue to fail, and the small amount of progress made 

in improving the quality of these schools has been counterbalanced 

by a growing atmosphere of hos t ility and conflict in many cities. 

We have again been told -- and it is true -- that there 

are no prcgrams that seriously attack the continued existence of 

the slums. 
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The question is not whether we have the power of mind required 

to devise the social inventions that can give effective form and force 

to the remedial measures. We have that inventive power of mind. 

But that inventive power will not be brought into full play 

unless all of us are keenly aware of the stakes at is sue. They are 

the same stakes which confronted the great Virginians of the American 

Revolution after the American War had been won, and the next task was 

to establish a government under a new constitution for a more perfect 

union. 
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encounters of daily life, and w i th perceptions that are a guide to 

actions which are beyond the reach of the law. 

It has something to do with the truth that the white and black 

races in America are like two mountain climbers tied to the same 

rope. Their fate is indivisible. If they do not move in mutual 

support of each other, then as surely as the law of gravity exists, 

they will fall together into a deadly abyss where violence will 

be the rival of violence -- where the hand of every man will be 

raised against his neighbor and those of neighbors will be raised 

against him. 

Above all, peace has something to do with justice, with equity, 

and with measures in the public realm that promote justice and equity 

in the private realm of daily experience . . 

The specific things that have to be done should no longer be 

a subject of mystery. They were clearly stated in the report of 

the Kerner Commission. They were restated again a year later 

this year -- in the study released by Urban America and the Urban 

Coalition. 



Those of us who battled year in and year out to reconstruct 

an edifice of legal equality between the two races were not under 

any illusion about what had been accomplished even when the 

year 1964 brought the legislative effort to the peak of success. 

We knew this was only a down payment on the larger and 

more difficult task of translating legal language into improved 

material conditions in the day to day life of Americans who were 

black. 

We also knew that if there was a default or failure of nerve 

with respect to this larger, more difficult task, two things would 

happen: 

First, there would be a tendency on the part of people whose 

hopes for a better life had been aroused, to lose faith in the normal 

operations of the law as the best instrument for the promotion 

and distribution of justice. 

Secondly, and in a related degree, if the non-violent tactic 

which had helped get necessary civil rights law on the statute books 

did not lead directly to tangible social improvements, the predictable 

result would be an escalation of social tensions and a loss of capacity 

to solve the problems of social justice by peaceful means within the 

framework of law. 



If these two melancholy predictions were to be proven false, 

it was also clear from where the primary remedial initiative must 

come. It must come primarily from the privileged segment 

of our society, the main beneficiary of all the good things our 

society has to bestow. 

It could not be expected to come from the segment of the 

American population that had been denied for so long full participation 

in America 1 s economic, social and political life. 

Unfortunately, the privileged segment of our society did not 

provide that initiative in a measure commensurate to the need. 

Everyone, of course, still talks about the urgent need for 

peace between the white and black races in America. 

of peace? On what terms? Achieved how? Where? 

But what kind 

By whom? 

A peace which depends on walls and moats each race builds 

around itself, announces on its face that the spirit of war is in the 

air. A peace which comes after human rages have spent themselves 

in violence is of the kind covered by the cry of Isaiah: "In peace 

is my bitterest bitterness." 



Unless we are successful now in slowing down the nuclear 

arms buildup, it can be predicated without qualification that our 

military planners will win approval of a number of often postponed 

weapons programs costing, in the end, many hundreds of billions 

of dollars. 

It can be predicted, further, that as this military spending 

accelerates, our urgent domestic needs will be neglected and our 

efforts to mob ilize the country in getting at the running sores in 

our internal life will fall woefully short of need. 

We may then find ourselves in the peculiar position of a 

people devoured from within by bitter and embittering social 

conflicts, while our outer face is that of a superpower bristling 

with weapons systems, but all amounting to a hard shell encasing 

an empty center. 

We must come to see that our security is threatened more 

immediately and more directly by th e missiles of hate and bigotry 

and injustice and violence that are loose within our own borders, 

rather than the nuclear missiles of the Soviet Union that are checked 

by the policy of mutual deterrence. 

accordingly. 

And we must set our priorities 



Let me speak candidly: in this time of rapidly rising tension 

and festering alienation, to delay in coming to grips with pres sing 

social and economic problems is to only intensify the danger. It is 

like trying to cap a volcano only to find that in the end it explodes 

with even greater force and destructive power. 

We paid dearly in the 1960 ' s for our failure to come to grips 

with the problems of race, urban decay, education, and poverty. 

The price will be higher and the level of danger will be 

greater if, in the next two to four years, we fail again to set our 

national priorities wisely and make the national investments that the 

American society so desperately needs. 

This cannot be a time of relaxation, of taking it easy, of again 

turning our faces from the unmet human needs around us. 

Now, as in the time of this nation's birth, we must resort instead 

to the terribly difficult ways of civilized and rational men -- fearlessly 

striking down that which hobbles our national growth but always with 

a decent respect for the opinions of others, always with a firm grasp 

on democratic principles and liberties, and always with an unclouded 

view of where we are ultimately headed. 
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With a sense of urgency and destiny as if creating a new nation, 

we must ventilate the clogged and stale channels of political 

participation and social opportunity. The refreshing winds of change 

must be channeled to constructive purposes through debate and dissent 

through dialogue and discussion -- until our course is clear and our 

national purposes secure. 

This is the meaning of government by the consent of the 

governed --the social contract of equals. To do less would be 

disrespectful of our heritage and unworthy of our priceless legacy 

of freedom. 
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Nor ev ryth1ng that was done , ga1~ the obj~cto 1n 

vte\'1. A -c oome points , there WRA a short fall b twf'}~n 

nt nt1ona and achievements . What my g nerat1on ach evf'l , however, 

wnn no omall thing, We laid the ooo1a for a tremendoua 

advance 1n the material and intlieotual conditions of American 

lif , and for a world security system that has thus fllr 

spared us the carnage of a nuclear war. 

* * * * 
How do things stand to-day? 

Serious minded and vocal the rising generation 

of young people have framed indictment which 

demando our attention regardleaa o whether or not we 

agree with what it said . The indictment, stripped to :lts 

eosentiala , goes like thiaa 

The whole order of American politics , inherited 

from the paat , has loot ita relevance in the face of rapid , 

accelerated and pervaoi ve changes. 'I'heae changes, differing 

in quantity and quality from any eTperienoea in the past , 

have broken the link between public talk and the poao1b1lity 
of being heard, between urgent needs and the capaoi ty o'f our 



entn ,1 1 nh~fl 1nn t tut one to f'l!R on n th~m. n f ot, t h 

al..'ruc nr" f thn innt1tut1onn, fUl( thfl p pl., who cont 1 

ht~ vr.r of f'!ffeo tlve · pow..,r in the-m, mAlt a 1 t 1m ono• 'ble 

to ffec chRn~Nl ln oocloty n Rn or rly and coh rAnt 

w ny. T y make it 1mponni h " t t ~tnoform chango in to 

justloe in an unfinioh d otrup;Rl with poverty , racl m, 

exploitation and ignorance. 

And the indictment continueoa 

Only a person who denies the evidrnoe of his own 

aeno o can deny the shameful reality of two Americ a in 

our midot--the one affluent and indifferent , the oth r 

m1o r a ble and seething with frustration. ~t 1a a r a11ty 

made all the more off naive when placed alongside the fact 

. t f luent America io in a poaition to enjoy th benefito 

of nn economy, an educational ayotem, and a comruunicatlons . 
ne twork , all more highly developed in America than any other 

nA t ion known in h man history. Yet 1t choose willfully 

not to see or care very much about how the other America , 

th dep 1ved America, lives. 

And the indictment concludes• 

There io a clinching proof that the 

Amor ican politics inherited from the past has loot its 

relevance to present needs. It can be seen 1n the order 

of values which governs the machan1sm of American pol1t1cs 

when it comes to the allocation of national res urces. 

I t 1o a mechanism ~eared almost automatically to pou~· 

out limi tleso billions of dollars 1n support of ar1 IIlent 

oya ems beyond the limits of rational and 

needs , Yet the same syotem strains at a 
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onp1 or t prop;rr rnn d ntp;nN1 to (l 1 w th clnn~ rouo 

conrt tiono ln ur in ter.nn.l nne uri ty- - t h crl i n con t 1.ona 1n 

1'T ur c1 t ~ "• 1n o ur mp vrinhP. rl r r.n. nr ·"' , t he cr n1o 

cond 1 t1onn of in Nl'll~l t y o f pp rtunity , the orinoco dltiono 

of hung r, uncmp· oymont , . .l"clncn t Ol11ll deprivAt ona mo 

the ouhmerg d one- th tfct of o ur popula t1 n , wh i t n nd ~ "- c 
a11k . It is a oyatem g a r ed to o ur out w to d b1111 nn 

o f dollars in order to put one mAn on the moon, but 1R u len 

a nd canker-hearted when asked to help put 

back on hio feet right here on earth. 

* * * * * 

dispirited ma 

~at of t he young peopl who have framed th1o 

n.ngu1ohed i ndictment atop wi t h the 1nd1otment 1t&elf. 

Th y do not go on t o oay t ha t e:r.1st1ng institutions 11llun t 

be ov rturned , or that the necessary ohangeo of moderni zation 

ahoul be entruoted to disorderl y or even violent meano . 

1bey r ta1n a residue of respect for the political 

and legal system inherited from the past . We are ~~~n~ fortunate 

that thio is ~ oo, t hough we would be well advised t o 

~ cognize another 

a~~inst the aboolute of time itself in order to intr duce 
' -c r emedi al measureo of public pol1oy tha can get nt 

the re 1 blights underlying the indictment I ' ve just oketohed 

1n . 

I f we fail in this respect , the shape of our future 

i s lready v1o1ble t o uo 1n a miniatur e protoype . I refer 

to the aot1v1t1es and motivations o f a s t ill small group 
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f Y unp; p op --wh lte And blt\ok A ike--who hnve b en 

p ~n111n.o: nn "Age-wnl'" rnore vir nt than any previously 
kl wn in American h1ntory. 

Th n mbero f thio OmA 1 gro p, whether in the co egea or the ghettos, desp1o th k nd f aoc1al chanR a t.h.Rt 
ar mAd 1n omal ot~pa by our noUtbtionn acting at 

1!1 random intervals. ChAngel\ for he new breed of rebels}\ m ut be total, beginning with an aonAu t on all exiatinp; inn J( -and social relationships . In one b eat , hey in 1st h 
absolute truth. "T 11 it like it 1o." In sec nd br~A.th, they are auspicious of any truth , saying that it 1s o . y 
a lie concocted in the interest of what they call "the 

ut:..ons 

ot bl iohment." In one breath , they insist on the right for 
full rt1cipation in self-government, In a second breath, 
they a y that the more a man is involved in the life of 
organized society , the more he is likely to be corrupted by 
it. In on breath , they insist on a neat and rational ot•der 
for ooc1 ty, _ In a second breath , they say that orderly 
thought and action impr•aons a man and corrupts the honesty of hi enponoea. Orderly thought must ther~fore be displaced by a stress on spontaneity, by a direct response to immediate circumotanceo, by a purifying , discontinuous happening. - ~ 'The young rebels of wh1oh I apeak are not troubled by the f c~ that they have no cohorant program for action, or 

\hat th ir impulses--generous in some respects , da~erous 
and absurd in others--discharge themselves in almost 
any direction and 1n almost any form. 81nee tpey view themselves as an elite-- an embodiment of the total good--
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thY f~t!l rnornlly armed tith the rip:ht to JnAke only thEir 

own voio heflrd and to gag all thero. 'l,hey feel morally 

A.rmed to prevent any other people from meeting, to 1nve~ e 

AnY asoemb y or olRoaroom , ~o roak up any prooeedlngo where 

people of divergent viewo seem to be engaged. in a rajJ1(11l1al, 

groping search for common ~.-~--~ 

" * * * * 

underotandlng, 

If there lo any ground for comfort 1n all this, 

it ia that we have been forced. anew to consider the meaning 
'• (.· af •J flr,,r 

of dlaAent in American politics--or more particularly, the 
I ~ .. \ ; ', I ~ • I I -

tradition of dlosent stemming in good part from the great 
1\ 

Virginia dissenters whose work we honor to-day. 

The great Virginians who labored here were not schoolboys . 

They w re III9.ture men , leaders in their respective commuJnitleo , 

hcRdo of substantial enterprlseo , wlth much to lose if they 

erred , not given to rash adventures , not given to raising 

Hell just for the H~ll of. 1.t. Before they emb9.rked onm their 
•.h-.,, t..n·. ~ l (dA IJ Jn. 

great act of dissent which led to a revolt 'and then a 
/l 

revol tion , they carefully debated among t emselvea the 

moat difficult of all poll tical questions~'t At what point 

doeo the need for "order" in the state and aooiety take 

precedence over the need for "justice" in the state anCl1 

society--or the other way around? How much injustice i~ 

tolerable for the sake of order? How muoh d1sorder is 

tolerable for the sake of justice? How shall the modes 

of proteot be expressed? Against what objects? Decided by 

whom? Who shall say if the avenues of lega~ relief for 

the redress of grlevances eY.iot in point of fact? Who oh&ll 

say if these avenues exist only on paper , but ~ 
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not 1 th"' worln f r ~1 th1ngn'? Wh ahal. nfly wl oth l." ha 

who. f A n oi,.ty ln oo nhot throuP,h w1 th 1njuat1ce tUll t o 

mAke 1t rjpn fo~ revo ut1on, or wh~th r only 1to brAnchea 

wer N1 ho rl while the trunk And roo to were heal hy ~ 
.. 

Th gr t V rg11\ A.no recogn1z rl thAt unleno they aaked 

and at leant KAtruggled l'ii th poool ble anal>Toro to these 

old queat1ono , they could b com UA~lens t o themo~lves ann 

uoeleaa to the cauoe they 1nt nded to promote by 

their dlonent. They ~~ld become uoelea~ becauoe th y uln 

bring -o their act of ~1asent the wrong kind of b hR.vior, 

the wrong kind of strategy, the wrong sense of their own 

mor 1 autonomy . They Gouldlbecome useless because they ~ 
~ 

ould w 'llcen the moral and intellectual discipline required 

1f the net of civil dioobedlence wao not to degenerate into 

' a brenlting of all lawo , good or bad , simply becauoe the;y are 

laws • They Go uld become uaeleas)because even if their 

ini t1A. cause wao just, unless they fully underotooi: .thre 

ma1napringn of their action, they uld open the gates to 

indiscriminate dissent and indiaoriminate civil diaobed,1ence 
It 

as a way of life . 

What distinguished them from many of our oontempo:rary 

younp; rebels can be put something like thls , Their dioa11mt 

and c1v11 d1aobed1ance under English rule, was not 

direct"d law generally but toward 

relationship which they felt stunted their 

growtn . They aoaumed the burden of provi&g that their 

p1n-po1nted law-breaking fact juot1f1able by the 

1nh~rent injuotioe of the r law 1taelf. Their 

act of civil diaobe1anoe was not a private act. It was ' "'r 
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n t n oonnptrnoy ~n A o r H'lr, It W\fl A puhllo AOt 111F\rie 

ln the pon by a. rcgu ar y conntltut~d ropreoet tnj1ve 

bony of th c mmunjty , ~ pnbl1c act n reed to only after 

A fu 1 de t ann An AP r v1ng vo te . nntfl r1 of coupling 

their civil dloobed enoe with a c ~tmor for am.n ty f 

thoy fall d to carry their obj ~ct , they m~de 1t q uite 

o ar that their conviction of being ln th right 

prPp red them to suffer the looo of th lr f rtuneo and. 

even their 11veo if their revolt ohould fall. Th~y 

ventured to prove that they had resorted to c1v11 d1Aob.,rl1ence 

only becauoe they had exhausted every available const :l tut1onal 

m An for a r dreos of their grievances , or only becaqo 

the connt1tut1onal means as they exioted on paper wer~ in 

fact inoperative in practice . They made it abundantly 

cl ar that they were not protesting in the abotract , but . 

that ln breaking the law binding them to the B' itish 

Empire , their object was to bring to birth the terlllo 
• of a new -.w under which they could live more hRpp11y. 

~ 
They claarly distinguished , in the words of George Washington 

"bot~1 en oppresoion and the necessary e:r:eroloe of lawful 

authority • •• " and between the"splrit of liberty and that 

of 11cent1ousness . That la why , once 
v~.6v,ll!fHol\l .... """-,.... .... they had 
~ • 1notructed t he Vlrg nia repreoentatives at the 

. \')Ytl"\1)~ 
Con t imantal Comgreas to .~e independence for the 

~ 
American colonies , they allowed no gap to develop in the 

lege. structure of Virginia itself . They promptly went to 

work on a new conatitution for the independent state of 

Virgini a --a conot.iuut1on which by law, enlarged the 
market place for public freedom , enlarged the political 
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npnc 1n Nl 1ch more V1r~1n1A.nt1 thA.n v ry b,for" 

would hi\V tl e rl~ht of a CNJo to th pub .1c ren lm, 

to th 1r ahar 1n publlo power, to articipat 1n 

th conduct of public affalra with its high oer1ouan so , 

ita discussions and (lel1berA t ona and dec1slons. In 

nhort, the whole object nl AChi vern nt of the great 

Virginia dissenters wao to uphold the cone pt of law 

by eotabliahing 1t on a broader bao1s of oonnent than 

hAd b en poos1ble when Virginia was held 1n tut age 

by the English monarchy , parlaiment, and magnateo within 

En~land. FOr all theoe reasons, tho great Virginia 

dlnaonters 1 the !· way to a durable achievement in 

indepe~~~pce~a~v~gninst i ~he trail of wreokage , left~~n 

t.~h :... wake ,qf some of our young present-day d1osenterl!f. 

* * * * * 

o f yo•mg rebels ,. 
have any answer to give to the oaoe 

wh;~ to manipulate other people 

by coercive means--gun-play, fire-bombs, physical assaults , 
It 

kidnappings? I hesitate to say , If as oome medical men 

believe , the pattern of behavior has all the earmarka of 

p"rano1a , then politico may have to be guided by the psychiatric 

profeanion in dealing with the nlckneso , It io my view, 

new from among ~~ .. ~ young people who 

the whole order of American ... , 
politics , yet retain ~_._._.~.-WN~ 

1\ 
a residue of 

reopect for the legal and pol1t1oal forma inherited from 
• 

the paot, 
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B"f re I come t the WR.ya ann m ann , 1 t mo note severa 

o~tR of r~nlltles that ar often ov rlook d, 

Flrot , there a the o rulp;ht of the comfortable peo~le 

ln h Un1ten Btnten who npplau.led the o1de of 
.. 

Dr. Nart1n I ther King which gl\ve currency to the meosage 

of non-violence. Comfortable petple DAW in the man 

nd the message the inotrument for r straining reative 

Am rican Negroes. ~mong the o her thin~o they fAiled to 

Ot:'e.lwan that aspect of Dr. lUng ' s work where he appesr d 

ao a dedicated fighter for equality and. justice, 

This oversight was the father to other thingn 

that 'fere overlooked. One was , that the very sucoese' of 

the non-violent methods used in getting long-needed 

c1vil rights legislation on the statute books, created 

the 1llus1on that the battle for o1vil rights was over. 

In fact , it had only begun. The laws , all lndiopendable 

1n themselves , had only eatabl1ohed the conditions for 

legal equality between the constitutional rights of 

whites and blacks alike . They did not , of themselves, 

r aohieve a condition of equity measurable 1n terms of 

concrete righta--the right mfY.• to a job at d~cent 

pay , the right to adequate income lf one cannot work, 

the right to an education which spurs rather than hobbles 

human creativity , the right to decent housing in 

safe neighborhoods, the right to a decent diet,and tne right of acce 

to the benefits of modern medical so1ence. 
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TU n of us who bn.ttlecl year in And year out 

to reco ntr ot nn d1f:tc~ of l"'p;al equality 

bt- w~ n the two ro.ceo , l'lerf' not uncler any il uaion 

A ut what hR.d been accomplish d ev.,n when the 

yent" 1964 brought the .1egiala tive effort to the p(30.k 

of success . We knew thn.t what hAd been set in place 

wAa only a down payment on the larger , and more 

difficult taak of tranalating 1 ga language into 

improved material conditions in th lived life of 

Americans who were black. We knew that if ther was a, 

default Ol' ' failllre~ of nerve ' w1 th ;respect to this 

lRrger, more difficult task , two things would ho.ppen. 

· ere would be a tendency on the part of people whose 

hope for a better life had been aroused , to looe 

faith in the normal as , 
instrument for the promotion 

and distribution of justice. s~condly, and in a related 

degree , 1f the non-violent tactic whi~h had helped 

get necessary civil rights law on the statute books 

did to tangi d 
~~~~~--~--~~~.r, the predictable result 

would be an escalation of social tensions and a loss 

of capacity to solve the problema of social justice ' 

by peaceful means within the framework of law. 

If these two meloncholy predictions were 

to be proven hzxppY. false to reality, it was 
r· r- , >-v "-\ 

where the ~emedial initiative must 
A 

alao clear 
It must come & the privileged segment 

( 
~. ""~'~ ' ~~ 

come from . 
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four noc1oty, th mAin b nef1c1f'\ry of nll the'good 
~ ...... 

h.Ao tdJ beo ow, 

A tho ne ,c; rn ('t n t. of the Amer cn.n opula t1on that ha been 

'' • I d n1orl fu 1 participation in America's economic, 

" oooial and political life. Un.for twm t ly , the pr1 v1.ledged 

o"p;m nt of our ooc Aty rlid not provide thf.l.t 1nitiAt1v" 

of course, still talko about the 

urgent need for peace between the white and black races 

in America, But what kind of peace? On what terms? 

Achieved how? Where? By whom? A peace which depends on 

walls and moats each race builds around itself anr~unceo 

on ita face that the opirit of war 1s in the air , A peace 

which ·comes after human rages have spent themselves in 

violence is of the kind covered by the cry of Iaa~ah •" In 

peace 1s my bitterest bitterneas." 

Peace hao something to do 

habits of the heart in the enco ters of daily life,-.~ 

with perceptions that are a guide to actions which 

of the law . It has something to 

do with the that the white andblack races 

in America are like two mountain climbers tied to 

the same rope , Their fate is indivisible. If they 

do not mov e in mutual support of each other, then 

as surely as the law of grav ity exiato , they will 
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w 11 be the rival of violence , where the hand c,f 

veryman will be raioed against hio neighbor and those 

of neighbors will be raised against him. 

Above all, peane has something to do with 

justice, with equity, and with measures tn the 

public realm that promote justice and equity in the 

private realm of daily eY.perience. 

The specific things that have to be done should 

no longer be a subject of mystery, They were clearly 
Se~ 

stated in the report of the Kerner Commission. They 
~ 

were restated again a year later--this year--in the J• 

study released by Urban America and the Urban 

Colai tion, 

Through these and similar sources we have again 

been told--and it is true--that poverty remains a pervasive 

fact of American life, and that the continued disparity 

betl'leen this poverty and general affluence was and 

remains a source of aliena ion and discontent, 

We have again been told--and 1t is true--that ghetto 

schools continue . to fall, and the small amount of 

progress made 1n improving the quality of these 

schools has been counterbalanced by a growing atmosphere 

of hostility and conflict 1n many cities, 

We have again been told--and 1t 1s true--that there 

are no programs that seriously attack the continued 

ex1stance of the slums. 
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Faoh of these failuren stat a the need for 

rerned Rl meaaures. The question ia not whether we have 

th power of mind required to devise the aooial 

inventions that can give effective form and force to 

the remedial meaauren. We ~}ja.ve that inventive power of mind. 

But that inventive power will not be brought into 

full play unlena all of un are keenly aware of the 

,.....,t stakes at issue. They are the same AS us/• stakes 

which confronted the great Virginians of the J\merica11 

Revol ution after the American War had been won, and 

the next task was to ~blish a government undrr a new 

constitution for a more perfect union. As in their 

cane , so now in our own case, we are confronted with the 

need to prove anew that men can establish good government 

through reflection and choice, rather than entrupt their ' 

future to the play of accident and force. 
'( K ~-Here I come to another reality that is often · 

overlooked. Itr is that the old traditional dividing 

line between domentic and foreign affairs has become 

in all our cardinal questions an indistinct as a line 

drawn through water. What we do ~xkamwxhaBx in the world 

arena has a direct bearing on what we can do at home. 

What we must do at home, han a direct bearing ·on what 

we munt do in the world arena.. And precisely on this 

accounty-though many other reaoonn can be given-­

\'le munt be clear about our national priori ties 

when we are confronted 1'11 th a request for funds to be 
used in the initial deployment of the Safeguard 
ant1-ball1ntic missile system. 
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The p;rowing debate focus ed on the propooa to 

proceen ~d th that oyotern in only ayrnptoma tic of the more 

fundamental decioiona that munt be reached in the 

com ng year ov r the oize and nature of military spending. 

Unleoo we are auaeeooful now in slowing down the nuc :~ ear 

arms buildup , it can be predicted without qualificat~ron that 

our military plannero will win approval of a number q,f often 

postponed weapons programs coating, in the end, many 

hundreds of billions of dollaro. It can be predicted further 
Jl I 

that as this military spending accelerates, our urgent; 
"'~ \cc$..l domestic needs will be •r~tMrN81d and our efforts t o 

mobilize the country in getting at the running sores 

in our int· rnal life will fall woefully short of need. 

We may then find ouraelve in the peculiar position of 

a people devoured from within by bitter and embittering 

social conflicts , while the outer face we showed to the 

world was that of a super-power bristling with weapons 

systems, but all amounting to a hard shell encasing an 

empty center. 

We know that there are many kinds and levels ot.' 

arms control problems. We know there is more than ont~~, 

arms race going on this world. But we know, too, tijat there 

io one arms race which overha and overshadows all the 

othersa the strategic nuclear arms race between the Boviet 

Union and the United States. 

We are , and we have been since the Soviet Union'a 

initial rejection of the Baruch Plan , reluctant 
participants in this arms race . We have done what we had 
to do . We have stayed ahead in the race we tried very 

' 
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very hard to avoid. We hav stnyed ahead not only for 

our own security and defense, but also because of our 

responsibilitieo and obligations to other free peopl e. 

But "staying ahead" in the nuclear •ace ia a highly relative 

concept in the late 1960's. The fundamental polit1c:al 

fact is that both sides now possess the means to inflict 

"unacceptable damage" to the others. 

Know one kn~ better than I do the difificul ty o 

negotiating any kind of agreement to control the 

nuclear arms race. It is an experience shot through with 

many false starts, with many disappointments, with 

many nerve-w~~6~ing frustrations. Yet it stands to 

the credit credit of the Arne ican govenent--and to the 

skill of our tireless negotiat~xors--that patience and -preserverance have prevailed, 

reaped their rewards. It is only the immensity of tne 

problem as a whole--and the a esome nature of strategic 

nuclear weaponry--that obscured a series of 

dramatic achievements. Yet we should keep the record of 

these achievements before our eyes, not because they 

represent the outer limits of arms negotiations, but 

rather because we need the record to brace our hopes 

against the onslaught of cynicism, fatalism, defeatism. 

t..t,. ·..wr.~ ' c. ' In the past eight years, we have negotiated 
. ,. 

the following steps towards arms controla 
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We have achieved total dillarmament in Antarctica--

bnnned the testing of nuclear weaponR in three environments-

--halted the rise of atmospheric contamination--ruled out 
~ 

nuclear weapons in outer space--quaranteened Latin Arne ca against 

Etomic arms~hrough the non-rproliferation treaty, we have 

curbed the opread of nuclear weapons and nuclear weapon 

technology, We have sta~ed work on securing the 

envi nment of the seabed from encroachment by weapons of 

mass destruction. We have offered to move toward regionn 

arms control in Europe. We are seeking to negotiate a program 

of Regional Arams control in the Middle East. And in order 

to insure and verify the integrity of Arms Control Agreements, 

we ave developed an elaborate and effective system of 

detection, inspection and surveillance, 

We now have a rare and fugitive opportunity to 

break the upward spiral of strategic weaponry which 

has dominated US-Soviet relations since the dawn of the 

a tom1c age. have had reason to be~1eve for many months 

fuat Soviet leaders were willing to begin bilateral negotiations 

over the control of offenseive and defensive strategic 

weapons, Talks to this effect would have begun last fall 

were it not for the tragic oviet intervention in 

Czechoslovakia. The opportunity to begin ~uch talks 

must not slip through our hands, I am aware of the arg~ent 

that these negotiations should mark time until more 

general political problema are aett.led. I cannot agree. 
The imperative of our present circum,stance--that of 
preventing the nex round in the nuclear arms race befol'e 
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the aolution of poll tical disput~a many years in the mak .'t.ng , 

and that will be rnnny yearn, if not generations, in aolving. 

It is especially important that prior Re,;:xt:t!l(t::tmJiar to 

negotiations we exerciee great reotraint in words and action 

on mattern relating to stra~egic weapons . We must believe, 

until their actions demonotrate otherwise, t~t the 

Sovieto unde~atand the compelling r aaona for nd1ng th 

nuclear arms spiral--a process which is not only expensive 

amd dangerous, but one which has become meaningless in 

terms of securing for either side a decisive military 

advantage. 

It 1a primarily for this reason that I ha~oppoaed the 

ecision to proceed with a modified deployment of the anti­

ballistic missile ayote~. I rema1n unconvinced that the 

ecurity of our second-strike forces require ouch action 

at this time. It is both possible and feasable to protect 

our ICBM's and to strengthen our Polaris fleet on station 

around the world, to the next level of 

nuclear weapons technology. We should not imflame the 

tmosphere by loose talk about Soviet first-strike intentions 

until we can in fact determine through direct talks with 

the Soviet whether they are actually willing or 

unwilling to decelerate the arms race. Then we will 

know where we stand and can take our bearing accordingly. 

If on the other hand, we amplify our public talk about 

' Soviet first-strike strategic inten~ the immediate 

result will be to raise doubts in the Soviet mind about our 

~ strategic intent . And we know from the past that 

doubt or uncertainty on either aide about the strategic 

goals of the otbT had been a principal stimuluo to 
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I repeat tho.t I remain unconvinoed. that the aeourity 

of our second-strike forc es requires uo to proceed at 

the prenent time with a m deployment of the anti-

balliatic missile ayotem. contrary , I am convinced 

that t he risks of postponing deployment of the ABM at this 

time are small compared compared to the great risks we 

run if F keep on postponing the urgent domestic needs facing 

The availability of resources to attack our urgent 

domestic problems will, in the end , be largely a factor of our 

capacity to hold back the impending flood of new . 
offensive strategic weapons without endangering the real 

s ecur1ty of this country or our people , I pray that we 

we will be willing to take the risks for peace which can 

g•adually transform the fragile balance of terror into 

a convenant of trust among nations in the world arena, 

and among the races and generations here ·at home within 

the United States, 
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