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;‘\Thns has been quite a year for higher education ...

anyway you look at it. You can tell your children; | was there
( in 1969, (Brsthge S\ K“‘““"""“d""ﬁm

The headlines of campus disorders often cause us to lose
S, —

sight of another vital fact: more Americans are in college this

year than all the Americans alive when our nation was foundedg
ﬂ —"’“

4 More Americans are in graduate schools today than all the

Americans who bore arms during the Revolution.

A By the time one of you is likely to stand in this place at some
future Commencement} the American people will number more

than 300 million--and the people in the world almost too many

~ to even think about.




/ And | need not recite for you the future needs and
problems of those people.

£ You will be in charge,, You will be responsible for our

national security and my medicare.
P e e e TR

[ You will be responsible for the education of my grand

children and the freedom of my great-grandchildren. o

Z So | propose to take a look at you and have a talk with you .,l-

4 But first a word about your parents e W ‘
———,
It may be hard to believe bu’s, in another century's history

books/ the very people who have been helping with your tuition may

be ranked among the greatest radicals in modern history.

Z\ Believe it or not. = Crlatw J thran ‘M

Theirs is the first generation in all of history which, by

its own hand, has surrendered the privilege of telling its offspring%,

’ e

This is how things are; this is how they always have been; this

is the way the world goes.




Al am not going to bore you with tales of the Great

Depression, or of World Wars, and of the hardships your

T

parents faced.

e

ZNor will 1 recount the struggles that took place in our

country to achieve the measure of well -being and social

EE——

justice we have reached today.

[ But | can tell you, it has been no picnic.LIt has been no

improvised "happening. "

th has taken involvement, and hard work, and study, and

self-doubt, and passionate disagreement, and finally, under-

l—— .

standing and motion.

S

Progress has ridden no fast express. {1t has been a local
all the way. S’M’Vf-/-r- WL mm {

Thus, as older generations welcome you aboard) | think

you ought to know that they've not been cooling their heels

waiting for you. l

¢
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Z\ The generation of your parentg has lived amid the flood-

waters of history Most of them have known genuine hardship.

———

Many of them have lost loved ones on other continents(Their

old horizons have gone far off in space, yet they have followeq,

cautious but willing/ The world has come to their dinner table
—— l

and at times has seemed to stay a long wﬂ_i_le) yet they remain

hospitable.

AThey have made history' Yet to many of you, | know,

it seems "the heavy hand of history. "

MRemember this: The challenges they faced didn't leave

room for some of the niceties of today.

They had to meet trouble in large sizes.,

—
4They had to feed and clothe and house and t.l_’ggsport and

. m——

produce and educate and struggle in big portions, just to

e
overcome the clear and present perils of their timeg

T
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Individualism has been the backbone and concern of
S ——

their work. Yet, to serve the individual, they had to build

—— ——-)

on a scale which at times seemed to dwarf the individual.

ABy and large they have been) I belie\mj a resourceful

and courageous generation. ’
’

And now, to you, | know, it seems they have hidden their

hlstory | g d Lo M

Over the battlefield they have laid out the golf course

—— T
=T

4 For those of you who have grown up within puttlng

A
distance of a country club or within walking distance of a

—y

second car, it is hard, | know, to recognize many vestiges of

#

their radicalism.

remoy

Z But they were radicals. They broke through.

AThey made the beginnings, the great beginnings, fa-;,
better America — w
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"Where's the action now?"' you ask. g WYyVT

And | reply: There's plenty of action.

in all the 50 states of our union. And there's work to be done™

in the world.

4 Not merely to protest injustices, but to do something
R

about them.

Z The challenges you face are far greate; and far more
ﬂing than those faced by your parents) The scale of effort
;c')-;e_;equired of you will be fa:_gief_t_er than that required
Omm. £ ox ox

4 For the fact of our time is this: The poverty our nation

knew in the Great Depression ....the peril that mankind

——— mmm—

knew in World War 11 --these are nothing compared to the

poverty and peril that surround our strong, rich America
—

—-— W

today.
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[There are desperate conditions of injustice and hunger

and disease throughout most of the human family.

e

AThere are, in human society) conditions which not only

/ —a

bring a sense of shame and insufficiency to those of us

mmesESTEy, AT

who live in such a blessed land ... .but conditions which

can lead to the eruption of the little disorder) which can grow
to the small war, which can build to the cataclysm which
5 —_—

could destroy rich and poor, black and white, believer and

AERSESPCTTTES—siy e

non -believer--all of us alike.

em—
W | believe you sense the full measure of what you face.

( | have seen you in the Peace Corps, helping strangers.

4 | have seen you marching down dusty roads on behalf of

fellow Americans whose skin doesn't happen to be white.

e

Z | have seen you, in VISTA or the Teacher Corps.,

lifting the forgotten to a place of self-respect in life.

4 have seen you, standing calm, resisting the temptation

I ————

of violence, for what you believe in.

e S ——
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Z\l have seen you ) wearing your nation's unifornLl

fighting bravely for a cause far more difficult to understand

than any we have defended before,,

LI have seen you speaking out, from deep personal ﬁﬁ""“ ‘
onscie without thought of personal popularity. ’
conscience, without thought of personal popularity., @:’

4 You perform remarkably well in the system your parents

built} yet | know that you are probing relentlessly to find your

own personal relationship to it.. . desperately seeking

—

identity in a society of bigness.q

4 For your generation, the old labels seem to have little

meaning.

————————

ZWhether you are part of the "New Left" or the "New Right"

or the "Out" or the "In, " your concerns are far more for

S —
basic humanity than they are political.

And | think it is a mistake to see in either yo tests'
4n|h1 am e to see in either your pro

your reservations, or your dissent, much that can fit into the
— —_—
traditional political categories.
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Indeed) if much of our political history seems to have

escaped you J you % too troubled by the loss. You are

deeply and personally caught up in what matters today

(— —

Z You set high standards for yourselves, and you judge

yourselves harshly.

Z And you show a remarkable degree of serious introspection

for the children of prosperity.,

(This is the overriding truth about this generation of

college students...and its time somebody said so.

/ But | sometimes fear that, in your introspection, you may

come to believe you are alone.

| tell you now that you are not alone.

— e
———T

4When you speak out and act alone in America, you are
o

—_——" /
more a part of this land and more a source of its strength

than are all of the multitude who stand in silence, no matter

how vast they may seem.
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"The most dangerous enemy to truth and freedom

amongst us, " said Ibsen, "is the compact majority. "

4 Oppose that compact majority, and you are sure to collect

a few bruises, But | have found that the best remedy for

a bruise is to collect a few more. 4

—

<The more you speak out) and the more you act} the more

you are going to discover that you are lending courage to a
e

surprising number of;;eggle whose feelings will come to the

surface in response to yoursg

Z\That's the meaning of leadership--to inspire others, to

help thg_r_n free themselves of their own needless fears.

A True freedom in any land is a relentless, never ending

——— N -~

process of self-discovery among its people m H/
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This you will preserve, for our own land, not because

LI P

it is your inheritance; nor because some destiny says you

must; but because your own free search for individual identity

in the living present, demands it.

The strongest bulwark of liberty is man, free and in

search of himself. w Mﬁm
T

=
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4 Yours is the opportunity to prove in the world what the

L0 —

generation of your parents has already begun to prove in

America: That the course of history is not a mindless

A——— et
juggernaut we are powerless to control, but a fresh challenge
/ = -

H
susceptible to courageous action in each generation.

th's good to study history, but it's even better to make it.
Z | hope you will be sensitive to that opportunity.

4 | hope you will waste no time in seizing it.
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4 The story is told that Pericles of Ancient Greece in his

AT R e e TR

later years came across a young lawyer of Athens who was

deeply devoted to causes who wished to change immediately

what was wrong in the worldg,

4Perlcles chastized the young man for being too bold and

brash--for concerning himself with things better left to

. g
e

older men.

———

The older man patronizingly said: "Of course, | understand

————————— e

for 1, too, was over-eager in my youth, But) now that | am

older, | have learned better. Take my advice and do not

R T ey B T TS T

become so involved. "
T essET T

4 To which the young man replied: "I regret | did not have

the priv llge of knowing you when you were at your best. "

FIPHT T

(We are at our hest when we dare mostéLe difference
between competence and greatness is the ability to do the

impossible,,
—
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Hubert Humphyey feelg'a kinship with &llege &udents.

I like to be wherX the dction is.

I was raising Calg Avith the system befo)X vou were born.
And as I am just Beginning to get stapfedy I don’t doubt
hat 1T will be raigind Cain when you sAre rwwining things,
0. S
n fact, T wish I xvexe being gratuated to ay. I might
ha¥Xe a better idéa whére my next jobAs cop ing froym.

i a rela'vely/u’éw sle. 1 speak for man-

anagement’s spokesmayy,/1 wih first to thanh you for
yﬁu snation.

rom Managemet

esg years of study] I amx sure you thought \you
were i oV your positiph to comPete in the yodrs aheed
or to g¢hter a pxofession. But you today’ are mo than co

om management’s viewpoint, yvou are valdable national
-

ore Americans are in college this year than all the Amer-
lcans alive when our nation was founded. More Americans
are in graduate schools today than all the Americans who
bore arms during the Revolution. Fhes ; SOLH

“EoBy the time one of you is likely to stand in this place
at some future Commencement, the American people will num-
ber more than 300 million—and the people in the world al-
most too many to even think abont.

And I need not recite for you the future needs and prob-
lems of those people.

You will be in charge. You will be responsible for our
national security and my medicare.

You will be responsible for the education of my grand-
children and the freedom of my great-grandchildren.

So I propose to take a look at you and have a talk with
you. 4 1

But first{about your parents. . . .

It may be hard to believe but, in another century’s his-
tory books, the very people who have been helping with your
tuition may be ranked among the greatest radicals in mod-
ern history.

'fgd.c@e a.)F o
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Theirs is the first generation in all of history which, by
its own hand, has surrendered the privilege of telling its
offspring: This is how things are; this is how they always
have been; this is the way the world goes.

Som your_pdrents mi flinch if yo d them ¢
Mmr fariily. But thgy/m;@/nﬁtﬁhkc(gl/r/

ills-and-

wyitalized an econgind
it Vibrant Axd successful.

I am not going to bore you with tales of the Great Depres-
?ionhor of World Wars, and of the hardships your parents

aced.

Nor will I recount the struggles that took place in our
country to achieve the measure of well-being and social jus-
tice we have reached today.

But I can tell you, it has been no picnic. It has been no
improvised “happening.”

It has taken involvement, and hard work, and study, and
self-doubt, and passionate disagreement, and finally, under-
standing and motion.

Progress has ridden no fast express. It has been a local
all the way.

Thus, as older generations welcome you aboard, 1 think
you ought to know that they've not been cooling their heels
waiting for you.

The generation of your parents has lived amid the flood-
waters of history. Most of them have known genuine hard-
ship. Many of them have lost loved ones on other continents.
Their old horizons have gone far off in space, yet they have
followed, cautious but willing. The world has come to their
dinner table, and at times has seemed to stay a long while,
yet they remain hospitable.

They have made history. Yet to many of you, I know,
it seems “the heavy hand of history.”



Remember this: The challenges they kmwe faced didn’t
leave room for some of the niceties of today.

They lewe had to meet trouble in large sizes.

They B®=e had to feed and clothe and house and transport
and produce and educate and struggle in big portions, just
to overcome the clear and present perils of their time.

Individualism has been the backbone and concern of their
work. Yet, to serve the_individual, they ke=e had to build

on a scale which Wﬁe_skto dwarf the indi-
vidual.

By and large they have been, I believe, a resourceful and
courageous generation.

And now, to you, I know, it seems they have hidden their
history.

Over the battlefield they have laid out the golf course.

For those of you who have grown up within putting dis-
tance of a country club or within walking distance of a
second car, it is hard, I know, to recognize many vestiges of
their radicalism.

But they were radicals. They broke through.

They made the beginnings, the great beginnings, of a better
America.

“Where’s the action now ?” you ask.

And I reply: There's plenty of action. ReHup-—yewr—steeves

and-havesome.
There’s work to be done right here in —in all the

50 sitates of our union. And there’s work to be done in the
world.

hNot merely to protest injustices, but to do something about
them ¥ o

@?he llenges you face are far greater, and far more

& than thosée . The scale of effort to be
required of you will be far greater than that required of
them.

—AMeatter—of Fact— % K K £

For the fact of our time is this: The poverty our nation
knew in the Great Depression . . . the peril that mankind
knew in World War II-—these are nothing compared to the
poverty and peril that surround our strong, rich America im

the=mewie-today.
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There are desperate conditions of injustice and hunger
and disease throughout most of the human family.

There are, in human society, conditions which not only
bring a sense of shame and insufficiency to those of us
who live in such a blessed land . . . but conditions which
can lead to the eruption of the little disorder, which can
grow to the small war, which can build to the cataclysm
which could destroy rich and poor, black and white, believer
and non-believer—all of us alike.

Fhrt=wherethepetionfs—
1s_ithe epxir ggynﬂ
is isthefiuma vent

b b

“YourneAderien’s Resperse—

I believe you sense the full measure of what you face.

I have seen you in the Peace Corps, helping strangers.

I have seen you marching down dusty roads on behalf of /‘\
fellow Americans whose skin doesn’t happen to be white. ,

I have seen you, in VISTAWWW forgotten to a place
of self-respect in life.

I have seen you, standing calm, resisting the temptation
of violence, for what you believe in.

I have seen you, wearing your nation's uniform, fighting
bravely for a cause far more difficult to understand than any
we have defended before.

I have seen you speaking out, from deep personal con-
science, without thought of personal popularity.

You perform remarkably well in the system your parents
built, yet I know that you are probing relentlessly to find your
own personal relationship to it . . . desperately sceking iden-
tity in a society of bigness.

For your generation, the old labels seem to have little
meaning.

Whether you are part of the “New Left” or the “New
Right” or the “Out” or the “In,”” your concerns are far more
for basic humanity than they are political.

And 1 think it i« a mistake to see in either your protests,
your reservations, or yvour dizssent, much that can fit into the
traditional political categories.

Indeed, if much of our political history seems to have
seaped you, yvou are not too troubled by the loss. You are
deeply and personally caught up in what matters today.




J
Start

‘ ‘ | S r\
| Thirs foe quinicdics Dl et focss o ey

ot )
7

You set high standards for yourselves, and you Judge your-
selves harshly,

nd you show a remarkable degree of serious introspection
for the children of prosperity.

S i e
n’
==

]
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sometimes fear that, in your introspection, you may
come to believe you are alone.

I tell you now that % you are not alone.
When you speak out and act alone in America, you are

more a part of this land and more a source of its strength
than are all of the multitude who stand in silence, no matter
how vast they may seem,
€ most dangerous enemy to truth and freedom amongst
us,” said Ibsen, “is the compact majority.”
Oppose that compact majority, and you are sure to collect
a few bruises. But | have found that the best remedy for
a bruise is to collect a few more.
€ more you speak out, and the more you act, the more
you are going to discover that you are lending courage to a
surprising number of people whose feelings will come to the
surface in response to yours,
That's the meaning of leadership—to inspire others, to
help them free themselves of their own needless fears,
True freedom in any land is a relentless, never ending
process of self-discovery among its people.
his vou will preserve, for our own land, not because it is
your inheritance: nor because some destiny 8ays you must:
ut because your own free search for individual identity in
the living present, demands it.

The strongest bulwark of liberty is man, free and in search
of himself, NA * % X

——— e

Serving Those In| Need

A good number o your generation, have -already leayned L
this lekson, in search &f themselves in\places and causes\ far s
distanf\ from East Lansiyg, Michigan,

It is \your Opportunity\ to carry that Sson into forgotten
corners \of our country\-and of the warld—where people

ave nevar had any reason to learn it, or beldeve it, -\

We fack today the inecp iparable opport? ity—in the rec ==
dust of So American villdges, in the neonminefield that is
Watts, Cali¥o nia—to stimulate tha will to sekek identity and
to discover oke\ course:-

You will b bempted to chard FORE-progress Ry—Gross—Na=
tional Profued o by trade indides, or by other \uantitative
measures, soma g lich you disfy nday.
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Yours is the opportunity to prove in the world what the
generation of your parents has already begun to prove in
America: That the course of history is not a mindless jug-
gernaut we are powerless to control, but a fresh challenge
susceptible to courageous action in each generation.

It’s good to study history, but it's even better to make it.

I hope you will be sensitive to that opportunity.

I hope you will waste no time in seizing it.

The story is told that Pericles of Ancient Greece in his
later years came across a young lawyer of Athens who was
deeply devoted to causes, who wished to change immediately
what was wrong in the world.

Pericles chastized the young man for being too bold and
brash—for concerning himself with things better left to
older men.

The older man patronizingly said: “Of course, I understand
for I, too, was over-eager in my youth. But, now that I am
older, I have learned better, Take my advice and do not be-
come 80 involved.”

To which the young man replied: “I regret T did not have
the privilege of knowing you when you were at your best.”

We are at our best when we dare most. The difference
between competence and greatness is the ability to do the
impossible,

spite 2 OPEeseR : ;

i ou1tBls+ If you do not choose to follow precisely
the trails that others have blazed, then I do not think we ought
to count the future unsafe in vour hands.

In your search for identity and self-knowledge, you will
have much to discover before you determine what is worth-
while, and what is worthless.

But in a land of individuals, better the mystery of the
search than some counterfeit security. In a world society
desperate for change, better yvour dedication to it than your
fear of it.

It is the special blessing of this land, that each generation
of Americans has called its own cadence, and written its own
music—and our greatest songs are still unsung.
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