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June 25, 1969 
Presentation of Encyclopaedia 

Universalis to French Ambassac:b 
Washington, D. C. 

"In this beautiful city , whose planning bears the imprint of 

one of your compatriots , Major L ' Enfant, this capitol of a f ree 

nation , whose freedom the beloved General LaFayette fought so 

valiantly to help achieve, it is appropr iate , Mr . Ambas sador , that 

I present to you today another monument to Franco -American collaboration . 

"Encyclopaedia Universalis , hai l ed by many French critics as 

the most important enterprise of its kind since the great Diderot 

Encyclopedie , represents a j oint venture of the Club Frans ais du Livre 

and the Encyclopaedia Britannica . 

"In the spirit of the long friendship between our t wo countries , 

I hand you t hese first volumes of what is destined to be the greatest 

modern encyclopedia in Europe. " 
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