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Let me r emind us all of that big truth in poli t ics -- you 
cannot govern if you cannot win elections. And I submit t ha t a 
party divi ded agai nst itself is neither go inq to win electi ons 
nor be t he governing party. 

I say . U.:t us put an end to looking bac k\'Jards , to recriminations , 
to bl ame laying. to the endless squabblin9. It is ti m~ to seek 
common cause, to find t he common ~round on \·Jhi ch t his great party 
may stand and contest for t he ri g~t to govern t he 50 states and the 
United States. 

For the mor.ent - - ev ·~n \'•ith a majority in the Congress -- ue 
are the mi nori ty in government -- i n the ~ ·Jhite House, in the state 
hou ses. We are t echnically t he p?rty of t he loyal opnositi on. 
But the great tradition of t he Gemocratic Party is not to opoose , 
but t o propose, not to ta ke t he negative, but t o press forward with 
affirmative action , not to criticize , but t o advocate. 

YPS, we have t he duty to oppose when the party in power Makes 
proposals or sends up nomi nations for 11 i g~ office wr.ich ar?. not 
worthy of a major oarty . Yes , \'!e havP t he r2sponsi f::l ility to qu-2stion 
t e questionabl e acts and polici es of a epublican Admi ni stration. But ~ 
above all} we hav ~ t he mission to look ahead . When we are out of 
pO\ver , the Republicans have t he irrrred i ate t asr:s of qoverni ng . But '!e 
Democrats have t he continuin~ tas k of proposing for t he fu t ure. That 
is our principl e mission. 

Our best mi 11ds must be us ~d to educate the public and t o focus 
publi c ooinion on t he massive probl ems to be solved not only t his y~ ar 
but over t he years of t he coming d ecad~ . T~ e :)e~ocratic Party Policy 
Council is being created to fulfill t~ i s purpose. In this spirit 
t he Po 1 icy Co unci 1 "!i 11 ~xp 1 ore and ext end t hP. fronti er of i de as t hat 
will contribute to buil di ng a Mor"' j ust and free society and a mor~ 
stable and peaceful ~orl d -- ideas that ~ill become an agenda of 
Democratic issues for the decade of t he 1970's and ) more iMrn N.!i at ely, 
will hel p build a climate of pu blic opinion conducive to DP.mocratic 
victori es at t he local , state and national el ections of 1970 and 1972. 

~ ·lh il e Vietnam, Southeast ;,si a, and t he f·' i dd l e Ea st must absorb 
much of t he President's ti me:: and enerqy, l et us rer.1srnber t ha t t:1e 
overri di ng probl em of peace is t~at of li miting strateq ic nuclear 
arms, of seek i ng a I·Jorld\·!i d'::! safe--guarded arms conttol aqreernant. 

~ ~e must focus , too ) on the broad preb l e~ of raising living 
standards for t he poor of t he worl d - - as ~ell as the poor of the 
United States. .1\nd t here can be only temporary peace, clomesti cally 
and i nterna t i ana lly ~ i n the prase nee of wretcl1ed poverty. 

We must nev~r forget t hat our party has cent ered its ph ilosophy 
on the word ''opportur.ity. !' f nd the b Jo operative l''Ords t hat describe 
opportunity in -1ncrica are "education" and ''non-di scrimi nation. " 

Yet in the pu rsuit of opportunity for all our c iti z ens ~ t;Je cannot 
condone , support ~ nor re~ard t he us e of viol ence to achieve a fas t er 
pace of reform. Th~ Democratic Party must stand squa rely for the 
pri nci pl es of no n-viol ence , of la1;! obs .rvance and la•.11 enforccrnr11t. 

Finally, 1·'e must concentrate on t he health of our people , on t he 
conquest of disease, and t he elimi nation of the poll uti on of air and 
water t hat threatens us all, rich and poor ali ke. 

Peace ~ t he raisi ng of living standards , opportunity, hea lth, la~ 
observance -- here are 5 areas in ~h ich we must concentrate our efforts 
as a party, V!here \IJe can forge a common purpose. 

He must sho''" t !1e ·'~me rican peopl e, if t 1 ~y ar::! again to place their 
confidence in the Democratic Party , t hat 1e are ca1 able of taking a 
coherent , sensibl e, practical, and yet humanistic course. 

I knm'-' t hat the men anri t••omen \l!ho are gather~(i :1ere this even1 ng 
can and wil1 do precisely that. 
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t me remind us all of that big truth in politics -­

you cannot govern if you ·tTarin~t wi ~e~s.LAnd 
, _ .~ submit that a party, g~d against itself is neither 

~going to~ elections nor be the governing party.., 
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I say: Let us put an end to looking backwards, 

to recrimination~ to blame layin?J to the endless 

squabbling.~t is time to seek common caus~ 
• 
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to find the common g[.21!nd on which this great party -
may stand and contest for the right to govern the - -
50 states and the United States. /1 



( 00091 I. L For the moment --even with a majority in the 

Congress --we are the minority in government -­

in the White House, in the state houses.(we are,. 

te.£!l!lically
1
the party of the loyal opposition .. -- ~ -------

But the great tradition of the Democratic Party -----
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not to o~se, but to propose~ not to take the negative, s. 
but to press forward with affirmative action 

_...... D ) 

0009\ 2 4 
not to criticize, but to advocate .• 

/..Yes~ have the duty tojlpose when the party \ 

in power makes proposal~or sends up nominations 

for high office which are ncrt worthy of a major party .. 

"Yes, we have the responsibility to question the 

questionable acts and policies of a Republican --
Admi ni strati on. 
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Bu~ above al~ we have the mission to look ahead. 
-:;::::: 30'-

{When we are out of power;, the Republicans have the 
' 

immediate tasks of governin~ But we Democrats have • 
the continuing task of proposing for the future. 

"That is our principle mission . ., 
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jour best minds must be used to e~te the 

public and to focus public opinion on the massive 
~ 

problems to be solved not ottly this year but over the 

years of the coming decade• 

i The Democratic Party Policy Council is being 

created to fulfill this purpose. & -~ 
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j In this spirit the Policy Council will ~re and 

extend the frontier of ideas that wi II contribute to 

-building a more just and free society and a more stable -
and peaceful world --ideas that will become an agenda 

of Democratic issues for the decade of the 197o•s and, 
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more immediately
1 

will help build a ciJ.!!!.2!e o~lic 

opinion conducive to Democratic victories at the local, --
state and national elections of.l970 and 1972. -L While Vietnam, Southeast Asia, and the Middle 

East must absorb much of the President•s time and ....... 
energy, -
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~ Aet us remember that the overriding problem of peace 
(I 

is that of limiting strategic nuclear arms~ of seeking 
• 
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a worldwide safeguarded arms '---co~n-trol agreement. 

~ We must focus, too, on the broad problem of 

raising living standards for the poor of the world --

as well as the poor of the United States._ 

~ C• ,.J..r~ ... ~I ~:U. )'I.e~ 
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And there can be ~por;n y peace, domestically 

and internationally, in the presence of wretched 

poverty. ., 

"We must never forg~t tha~ our party has 

centered its philosophy on the word "opportunity." 
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And the two operative words that describe opportunity 

in America are "education'' and ''non-discrimination." 

J... Yet in the pursuit of opportunity for_;JI our 

citizens, we cannot condone, support, nor reward --
the use of violence to achieve a faster pace of reform .. 
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The Democratic Party must stand squarely for the 

principles of non-violence, of law observance and 

law enforcement. 
r" ~ -

L.. Finally
1 

we must concentrate on the health of 

our people, on the conquest of disease, and the 

elimination of the poll uti on of air and water that -
threatens us all, rich and poor alike. 
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opportunity, health,._ law observanc~-- ere are __ .. ,_._ . . 

~reas in which we must c~ncentrate our efforts 

as a party, where we can forge a common purpose. 

We must show the American peoplerif they are 

again to place their confidence in the Democratic Party; 
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that we are capable of taking a coherent, sensible, .... 
practical, and yet humanistic course. -

I know that the men and women who are 

gathered here this evening can and will do precisely 

that. 
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