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THE GENERAL J EWISH COI\llvii TTEE 

Presents 

THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

"Worthy and distinguished Rabbis and leaders of this great community, 

our friends, and of course , our distinguished Governor, you know ifs 

always good to be introduced by a very good friend . He never lets 

truth stand in the way of a good introduction, and both the Governor 

and I tonight have had the rare privilege of having a totally objective 

introduction by very subjective people who are willing to overlook 

our shortcomings. And Governor , I want you to know that I like what 

you had to say too ; particularly, what you said about me . I learned 

tonight tha t it is not always well to be modest after I heard the 

Governor say those things about the ladies . And I also understand why 

the ladies aren 't here tonight: they would have left the Governor in 

~roves if they could have seen me! No , it isn 't so; I hear he has a 

way about him and I want to just s ay how very h appy I am to be here 

with him . Now I was met today by one of your most illustrious citizens 

along with your Governor, Mr . Max Alpe-:t<i"£11., and its so good to have 

shared this time tonight as his t able guest and his partner here . 

I know that yo~all very devoted to him and he to you. He has worked 

in the leadership here of the General Jewish Committee of Rhode Island 

is of course, of significance to all of us. I've looked all around 

the room, I ' ve jotted down just a few notes that might seem somewha t 

pertinent to you; I hope somewhat of some use to you . Governor L:icht 

is very happy tonight to have with him , members of his family--I know 

what tha t means . I gather that this is about the only way you can 

ever get to see your family , Governor . I know that~ the way it was 

when I was in public off ice. 

- 1-



First of all , what a wonderful privilege it is because I lost my Father 

when I first came to the Senate . What a wonderful privilege it is 

for a man who becomes Governor of a State of our great Federal union 

to have his father here -- and his Father Jacob is here tonight. (Dad, 

stand up there). And I know that Dad , Father Jacob, was wondering 

how his son was doing . He 's been around here polling : he said, 

" How is my son doing?" Well, I can tell you, Father Jacob, tha t your 

son Frank is doing alright, and doing not only alright , but very, very 

good! And then just to make sure that everything is co~ered here 

tonight and none of you get away without being properly contacted for 

whatever future that we may want to contact you about , Uncle Harry is 

here toni ght too; and brothers Harry and Jul~us are here toni ght as well. 
I 

Not only brothers Harry and Julius, but nephews Richard and Gary • . 

I'll say one thing about Governor Licht, when he comes to a meeting 
. 

he comes prepared for every eventuality. And Bob Riesman introduced 

me because I guess that he was the one man they knew that had literally 

put his life on the line for me , and he surely did so in this l as t 

election. I would like to publicly thank him now for all his help . 

And Bob's father is here as well . I met his dad here tonight, came 

up here t ito t :the head table. I believe his father 's name is Joseph, and 

I would just like to pay my respects to him . Max, I didn't forget that 

your son Mel is here too, and he is ri ght up front ; just wanted you to 

know that. Well, I'm not going to take all the time about family , but 

there ' s so many here -- Mr. Thaler , Mr. Grossman, Mr . Gordon, and 

others, that have spoken to us and each of them leaders. Maybe you 

noticed some of the picture taking up here; Now they weren't just 

trying to take my picture, even though I ''m perfectly willing to stand 

at any time if anybody wants to take my picture. But these were men 

that have given and gi ven beyond the call of duty. 
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These programs , as we have noted tonight , are not automatically 

sucessful; and I want to pay my tribute and respects to the city leaders , 

the community leaders , the area leaders all across this state , because 

this is an organization job . It takes time and sacrifice and organization 

to do what you have done here tonight . Yesterday , my dear friends , I 

had luncheon with a very great person . A friend of many , many years , 

one who spent many of her early years in the Midwest -- very close to 

a wonderful s tate called Minnesota . And she lived in the state of 

Wisconsin , and she lived and worked in the city of Milwaukee . I refer 

to the lady that has been already referred to here tonight . The very 

able , gifted , dedicated Prime Minister of the state of Israel , Golda 

Meir . Golda Meir is one of the truly remarkable people of our time . 

She ' s a talented leader , and she stated the case for Israel , for 

freedom, for relationship between the United States and Israel in more 

concise insuccmric tterms yesterday under cross examination from the 

best that our press has to offer than any person that I have heard in 

my time . I think we are deeply indebted to her . Well , I spent about 

two hours with her after that broadcast yesterday, and she sb.idc} "What 

are you going to be doing this week , Mr . Humphrey?" , and I said , "Well 

I have a busy week . I ' m going up to the University of New Hampshire , " 

where I ' ve been today . · "I ' m going to top off in Boston where I might 

say a word for a fellow democrat :, "as I did t oday . I didn ' t mean to 

inject too much partisanship here , but I just thought I ' d get a little 

in while I had a chance . Then I said , " I ' m going to go to Providence 

where I ' ve been scheduled for some time to speak to a fine gathering of 

the Jewish Community for the General Jewish Committee of Rhode Island , 

and their excellent work in all of their many charities and programs . " 

I get a number of privileges in my lifey but I am privileged tonight to 

be the carrier or the courier of good news . Rather than just a piece 

- 3- . 



of paper or a telegram , I come fresh from the conversation; and that 

message to you from the Prime Minister of Israel is a message of her 

thanks , of her gratitude , of her appreciation for what you ' ve already 

done , for what your going to do , and what I hope toni ght before w~re 

through here "the more than you planned on doing" becaus e we are here 

for a real serious purpose . This l ady , this leader , this strong leader 

depends on you , depends upon every one of us to do the best that is 

within us . She didn ' t write out a message for me . ~ e talked for two 

hours about America , about Israel , about this troubled world in which 

we live ; about the Soviet Union , about France , about Britain, about all 

the things that are happening in this troubled world , and in particular , 

the Middle East . I reported t o the Prime Minister as I have to our 

President and~ our Secretary of State of the United States and others , 

of my visit~ over seas this year in the month of July . I had the 

opportunity as some of you may know , of a long visit with the Ohairman 
or 

of the Countlil/ ,lMinisters of the Soviet Union , Mr . Kosygan . I visited 

with a number of people in the Soviet Union in lesser capacities , but 

in important offices . I visited with the Prime Minister of Great Britian, 

I visited with the leaders of Denmark , of Finland , of Yf uge slavia , and 

in each cas e I visited about our common concerns . It would not do well 

for me or for the cause that we believe in for me to detail tonight, 

some of the intima~cies or some of the more intimate facts of those 

conversations . But I can say to you , that I think I stated the case 

for the United States of America and for our relationship with Israel , 

for our interest in the Middle Eas t in every capital that I had the 

privilege of visiting and with every leader that I had the privilege 

of talking to . 
I • • And let me , therefore , in the time that youre g1v1ng me , 

because we ' re here for serious business , try to capsule what I believe 

is the common c ause . Now every man in this room is a good American 

citizen . I understand tha t our professor from Israel may not as yet 
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be a citizen of the United States , but I'll tell you he's a good man~ 

.And therefore , somebody might say, 11 Why is it Mr . Humphrey that you come 

to this audience and you plead the cause of a country that is not the 

United States?" Well , let me make the record clear; I plead the cause 

of the United States because the United States is safer, is better 

when more and more people throughout this world are safe and free. The 

United States of America is stronger, is more secure, is better when 

more and more people have the courage to stand up and defend themselves. 

When more and more people understand the precious gift of freedom--

when more and more people are willing to commit their lives to the 

cause of freedom . I only wish that every nation and every people WEre 

as steadfast in their love of their independence and their freedom and 

parl~entary institutions and all that we call representative government , 

as the people of the state of Israel. I've said a number of times, that 

if I were to select one single country in this world that fuliflled 

what I consider to be the hopes and the aspirations of the finest ideals 

of American foreign policy, not always now it works out, not always 

how we practice it, but the goals and the ideals of American foreign 

policy , I think I can say that that country has been the state of 

Israel, and I'll tell you why . 

First of all , when we speak of Israel, whnn we think ·of her, when we 

help her, we are not helping a dictatmrship. We are not helping a 
• 

military .unta, w~re not helping or defending or showing our interest 
J 

in a people who have cast aside , been the name of ema:t:~enc~r' "Y , 

in the name of defenje,have cast _aside every vestige of parlrfuentary 

government. Many countries do tha~. Here is tl. Israel twenty some 

years beleaguen!ed twen~ some yea::s of living in danger, constant·ly 

threatened at every border, literally fighting for _ the breath of li~e; 

and my fellow Americans , she h as yet to e¥er cancel an election. She 

has yet to ever violate civil liberties, and she has yet to cast aside 
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her constitution . She stands there, mighty and proud, though small in 

size, living and brea thing the very life and s pirit of democracy and 

freedom--I think thats importan~ . Then there is a sense of human­

itari anism . I looked at this remarkable publication and I want you 

to know I ' m an old hand at going to dinners like this . You haven ' t 

been to a s many as I have be~ I can tell you tha t . I've attended more 

B ' na~i .B ' rtibt~l meetings than most rof you; I do feel Jewish I want you to 

know it ! And I started early . Bu t when I looked at this ·publicat±an 

and was able to observe the number of beneficiary agencies of this 

effort, of t his combined effort, it gave me a mes s age all unto itself . 

You know our o~ great country does not depend just on the government 

for everything that we ' d like to have done . We have s aid so often 

and of late, tha t the problems tha t confront us in our cities , in our 

colleges, in our communities ; wherever they are tha t these problems are 

too big for any one group and that is basrecally true . Vfuatever it 

may be today,1 we know we have to harness together public and private 

resources . e know tha t . When we try to wage war on poverty, as we 

s ay, we call upon the voluntary agencies; when we seek for jobs for 

those that are dis advantaged we don't just rely on government programs 

--we go to a corporate industry. Whatever it is we tie in and that~ 

the wag we should bec ause tha t brings all of our strength to bear 

the public sector and the private sector . Gentlemen , your effort 

here toni ght rela tes to tha t part of the partnership called the private 

sector . Where yourrtput t ing up the resources to be able to do the job 

that needs to be done for hundreds of t housands of your fellow citize~ 

and hundreds of thousands of peo ple not only here , at home, but abroad . 

And is tha t American? Is that the way it ought to be? I s ay it is 

Ame.rican as apple pie . This country has been sharing on its public 

policy, of its resources with the needed here a t home and abroad . 

That~ what this country is all about; that is what it ought to be about, 
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service, to humanity. And that is what yo~doing here in your combined 

appeal; Service , for schools, for education, for housing, for youth, 

for veterans, for old people, for the young people; every dollar that 

youregoing to give tonight, is an investment in life. \ You:re not buying 

one gun , yo~not paying for one bullet, you are giving and sharing so 

people might live. Yours is the work of peac e. Now sometimes people 

say well, is there no end to it? We have been doing day after day, 

year after year. The taxpayers say so and your taxpayers, and yoJre 

taxed, and you also share and give in your charity and philanthropies . 

Is there no end to it? Well , it reminds me of a story that you've 

heard frequently , I'm sure, but it is always good to kind of touch · 
j 

you up just onee again. I c an 't say that theres anc end to it; there is 

so much work yet to be done. Most of everything that we have done 

thus' far is but a beginning. One can't predict always the outcome, but 

you have to continue. I t ·Cs like that dear, little, old lady in the 

time of World War II that came in and confronted Prime Minister 

Churchill about his drinking habits. He could consume rather copious 

quantities of scotch vhskey , during in which those days was not being 

exported too.-.lmuch. And this little lady, . leading the temperance move­

ment (representing that group) said, "Mr. Prime Minister , we are very, 

very mueh upset about your drinking habits, and we don't think you 

set a very good example for our youth, and for our nation." She said , 

"Our group has made a scientific calculation, that if all of the vh:skey 

that you have consumed during your year§ of public life were poured 

into this room, it would come up to here. What do you have to say about 

that, Mr . Prime Minister?" And he looked at this dear,sweet lady 

and he looked down at the floor, and he looked up to where she held 
I 

her hand, and he said, "Up to there, is that right?" And she said ,yes , 

up to there . Then he looked ujb to the ceiling _and he said, "So little 

have I done, so much is there yet to do." Now We've done a great deal, 

but so much is there yet to do! 
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I 
Now lets take a look here on the international front again. The most 

dangerous area in the world today is not Southeast Asia , ~and . 
pit~ful and tragic as it is, the most dangerous area where the great 

powers confront each other head on is the Middle East . For four 

hundred years, the Russians , not the communist~~ the Russians have 
pvu.vu.c 

been trying to get into the Mediterranean and ;;f;he±:r: t h ere:. Finally, 

with a powerful fleet , with mobility, with new aircraft carriers , with 

assistance. ~~r~ere 
~~ 

submarines; they are also there with military 

with technitians, thousands of them that they call technicians. 

there and they have allies-, and client states. They_ have been pouring 

in=;o the United Arab Republic, to Syria and elsewhere, hundreds of 

millions of dollars of milit~y assistance-- the most so phisticated 

weaponry that the worlfi knows; every concievable kind of plane , the 

best in supersonic jets tha t they can produce , tanks, mortars , ro·ckets, 

whatever is required for military power has been put there by the 

Soviet Union in the hands of people that are determined and have said 
.I 

repeatedly, to wip e Israel o f~the f ace of the earth. The Israeli4Vs 

understand their predicament . Israel must live; they have no other , 
choice, survive or perish , sink or swim-- thats~what it is for . them. 

They have had to live that way for a long time, not bec ause they 

wanted to, but because there's been a constant sta te of beli1gerency 

in that area directed aga~nst the state of Israel for over twenty 

years. The amazing thing~hat the country, that little country, has even 
~ 

survived a t all . It has brought into its ~d+bs over two million refugees, 

in an area mind you, that is smaller than the county where I lived in 

Minnesota. In an area tha t was a rock pile, s and, desert . They have 

remade the surface of the earth that is theirs'!~~:+: literally 

changed the climate through their programs of ~ and 

conservation. They have conserved the water , they ~ave breathed new 

life into old people and little children. They have given people a 
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chance. When much of the world was rejecting the refugee , Israel was 

accepting them . We hear much about the refugee today . Let me remind 

you that almost three fourths of the entire population of the state of 

Israel: refugees, and not all refugees;f~e with great education, not 

refugees that came with great skills. Many of them coming from Arabic 

cultures, from North Africa and other places . Primitive people , and 

they've been trained, educated, given health care, housing , a sense of 

pride , a sense of community, a sense of belongi ng , and t oday they stand 

proud in their new state. In their new fe eling of being a community 

and a family of men and women . We have a stake in the Middle East. 

I wonder if you realize that it may very well be that Israel is in 

a very real sense, fighting freedo~s battle in tha t area. Israel is 

not asking for one of your sons . The Prime Minister didn't ask your 

President or your Congress or the pmeric an people f or one man or woman 

in uniform. She didn''t ask for one technieion, she didn't ask for the 

gift of one gun, she didn't ask for anything except the right to live . 

for her people . The right to purchase, if you please, in modest amounts 

the instruments of self defense. And she pledged publicly and privately, 

the wi llingness of her government to sit down tonight, any date, in open 

or secret negotitations with the members, with the leaders of the Arab 
' 

states,to settle their differences, to arrive a t front~rs and borders 

that were mutually acceptable , and to c all off for once and for all , 

this state of beli#gerency ; this crazy scene of hostility, so tha t the 

great are a of the Middle East which is rich in potenti a lities, could 

start to blossom and live the good life tha t the people there so 

richly deserve. Now tha~s the policy, an~et there are those that s ay 

no ! Now what did sh e want from us, what does Israel want from Us? 

I' ve told you what she didn't ask for . I've told you what her leaders 

didn't ask f or, and this is rather signific ant in a day when most people 

have come to see us either want large government lo ans and they have 

asked for no government loan from the United States • Or when leaders 
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come to see us and ask for large amounts of assistance on a grant basi s 

- -they ' ve asked for none of that . When some people come to us and say 

that we expect to have your troops there five years , ten years , twenty 

years , we think you ought to have military installations there-- none 

of those requests have been made , my fellow Americans , not one ! I ' ll 

tell you what Israel wants from us. She wants to know if we care: that 

is the first thing , just if we care; that we understand her plight , 

that we carry the message of these people to 0ther Americans . You 

know , I can talk to you , and you have heard all of this most of it 

before , and you say , yes . But what are you doing about it? 

Let me tell you that in the United States of America , there is a flood 

tide of propctganda that makes it appear as if Israel is anl aggressor , 

as if Israel is the one that starts the trouble , as if Israel was the 

one that vio lated the cease-fire . I want you to do more than just give 

of your resources , I want you t o give of your time; I want you to give 

of your understanding ; I want you to do more than just give of your 

understanding ; Iwant you to talk to your neighbors . I want you to talk 

to Jew and Gentile alike; I want you to understand that in America , 

because of all our many concerns , that there c an be a laxity of interest 

in this part of the world . And where if that happ ens , we are apt to 

wake up one morning when only the government of the United States has 

to r espond in its traditional manor of response: namely with our might 

and our power and our fleet and our air f orces . \Vhen in fact , what 

we are seeking to do is to avoid that very confrontat on , We want no 

oen~rontation with mighty puwers or any powers in the Mi ddle East . 

We want peace in the Middle East ! This was my message to Mr . Kosygan . 

And I want to say to this audience that peace in the Middle East c an 

not be imposed by either the Soviet Union or the United States . It 

cannot be imposed ! We can help set the climate , we can encourage the 

nation states in the area , but my fellow ~ericans , the only way 

- 10-



there will ever be peace in Southeast Asia , is for Israel and her 

neighbors in the Arab States to do what any responsible , di gnified , 

nation state , and le aders of na tion, states , ought to do: and that is not 

to have their l awyers , so to speak , argue their case . But for t he 

principles , to sit down in the historic pattern of diplomacy , and come 

to an agreement on water ways , on ~orders , on refugees , on a host of 

problems that have been plaguing that area for better than a generation . 

Israel needs our help . Your government needs to hear from you . I have 
( 

reason to believe t hat our government is very friendly to the le git~ate 

aims and aspirations of Israel and her policy . I think that the Prime 

minister of Israel came away from her visit with the President of ' the 

United States encouraged . But I want to remind you that the shifting 

tides of public opinion in this country , require your constant attention . 

To your Lid e:s Q,ongressman and your Senators , you have no problem here 

in the state of Rhode Island , thank goodness: Your Senators and your 

Songressmen understand . Rut believe me , take nothing for granted ! 

Israel needs to know that we not only care , but that we care enough so 

tha t therds an outpouring from the American public; and you represent 

that American public . Israel needs you ! When anyone is in trouble , 

individually , family , company , state or nation, you feel that you need 

somebody . And I want to remind you that when yu~e left alone and 
~ 

isolated , you can~ very irrational acts . When you find yourself , 

however , surrounded or at least backed up by someone that understands , 

someone tha t is with you , you are indeed a much more sensible person . 

I know that many of you have been told and I want to tell you again, 

that Israel ' s forces are strong , alert , well- trained , high~spi~t¥ good 

moral . Tha ts ri ght . And you all love to he ar about t h e mirA9 le , the 

vic t ory, in the Six Day War . It astounded the world . Gentle~en, 

don ' t just live in a spirit o f~don't just let that be all . 
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Ge-n1h ,s i!hQ'lJ 
You know , they tell that story about Hannibal , (;angus Ketft.n , and Napoleon . 

They were a certain level, (I don't think it was he aven), but they were 

talking at one of these parking lots somewhere along the line, and 

Hannibal s aid about the Six~-Day War, "You know if I had had those 

Israeli tanks, I would h ave conquered Rome in a we ek . " and &:.:41}}~-sliJ...ffr.J 
s aid, "If I h ad h ad tha t Israel air force and tho s e pilots , I would have 

conquered the world ." And Ndt.poleon said, "If I h ad radio~ Cairo, 

t h ey ' d never h~known I 'd lost the battle of aterloo ." I like to h ear. 

tha t story myself , but I'll tell you what I'd like to tell you about it . 

I heard tonight how well you did in the emergency of the Six~-Day War . 

Gentlemen , there is every bit of an emergency now while the Six~-Day 

War ha s never been over. The major struggle is over~ Have you looked 

at the casualty list? Have you seen the number tha t Israel ~ 
I 

each week? Have you seen what she h a s to do to protect her villages 

and her frontiers? Have you any answer how to cope with ~warfare? 
I've heard people very critic al at times of Israel taking what seems to 

be a very sharp conterattack ~hen there is~ activity from those 

t hat move in on villa.ges and cities, and shopping centers , and airports 

and what have you . My answer to them is, "If yo"lilie so smart what would 

you do? What kind of a government would it be that didn~t se ek to 

punish those tha t killed its people? What kind of a government do you 

think a country would h ave or wh a t kind of respect would that govern­

men t ave from its people if it didn 't strike back?" But the government 

of Israel knows tha t this is not enough: its cause is peace . So tonight 

I come to you asking for your help . I was asked by the Governor and 

Mr . Riesman , and by Mr.~ and ot hers , and I think I even over­

heard them talking about it before they menti oned it to me , .and s aid, 

"Do you think he'll really mention that the folks ought to help here?" 

And I s aid t o them when I overheard them, "you bet I will. I didn't 
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come up here just to look a t the scenery , even t hough its very be autiful. 

I c am e here on a mission ." I'm here to s ay tha t a s you help in ' this 

caus~ the work tha t yoJiedoing a t home, in your combined appeal , the 

gifts t ha t you wil l give for service abroad: you help your country , 

the United States of Am erica, you help your peo ple , and you help a proud 

and free country in Israel. And I repeat to you , tho s e of you who h ave 

a deep feeling about war and violence , tha t every dollar that you give 

is to save a life; to s ave the people, to help people who are desperately 

in need . Israel's defense budget today is so large tha t she must depend 

upon help from abroad, from people who are privileged and fortunate and 

rich and well ·· off, to help take care of some of the social services for 

people that are coming ir.(:to her gates every day looking for a home . 

And the migrants and the refugees still come in. If I could prove to 

each of you in this room tonight ; if I could somehowvor other convince 

you that your contribution will save a life , I don 't think there is 

any doubt, but you would just jump up with joy and s ay , "How can I do 

it?" If I could show you toni ght that what you do individually will 

save a family, will help a sick person , will educate a dhild, will 

make it possible for someone to come from wret~.;hed areas of the world 

to come to a promised l and. I think t hatyou would just go out of here 

walking on cloud ten , ffiying wasn 't it wonderful . Wha t greater thing 

is there to do than t o help someone walk stright that is crippled; 

Someone to come of strong body who is the victim of malnutrition; 

someone to find a sense of h appiness when they h ave been lonely and 

forlorn; someone to feel that there is someone that cares. What 

greater thing is there? The pappiest moments of my life, I can tell 

you , is when somebody comes to me and says , "Mr. Humphrey , you helped 

me when I was in serious trouble~ and I h ave one of the joys of public 

life . It's the greatest joy. You sometimes don ' t even know that you ,ve 

helped; and some soul will come up to you and say , "You know , ~~! ·.nave 
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a job today because you made it possible," or "my daughter got into a 

hospital and was c ar ed for because you made a telephone call." And often 
) 

times , its someone tha ts elderly who just needed their little pension 

or their little soci al security: some little thing like that. My fello w 

Americans , you toni ght, can save thousands of lives out of this 

community. I have seen your dollars a t work: I have been to Israel. 

I shall return to Israel. I've been in most of the great countries of 

~ this world: rm proud of the philanthropic work that Americ ans do. 

I've seen our hospitals; I've s een our schools; I'~s een our te achers 

at wor k , and I ' ve se en what can happen when American resources ar e put 

i~o hands of t a lented and dedic ated axmt people of commttments 2such 

as you see in Israel. I don 't know if all of you h ave been there. If 

you h av en't, I ho pe some day you can go; but you can re ally go with 

your goods and wi th your resoure es. You can save pos sibl?, the life 

of a
4
·young Israeli s oldier t onight; you can pos s ibly at least help his 

mother or his father. You can possibly help open up a set t lement for 

refugees t ha t will be coming in from somepl ace in Eastern Europe, Uorth 

Africa or parts of Asia. Thats all I ' m hene about . I'm he~tonight 

to ask my fellow Americans in this sta te tha t is known f or its pro­

gressive qualities, to not only open their purses, but to open their 

hearts, to open their minds, to understand what it's all about. r -
' ' 

Our country came into being, bec ause therewere some men tha t signed 

a document in Philadelphia on July 4, 1776, in which this sentence :.was 

to be found: "We pledge our lives, our fortunes , and our s acred honor ." 

Tha~s why we got independence. It wasn ' t bec ause somebody s aid well, 

we 'll give you one day a month, and we'll give you one percent of wha t 

we have , and as far as honorff' concern , if things don '·t go well, we will 

back out. That isn't the way we got it. John Hancock si gned his name 

on the Declaration of Independence so big that somebody s aid, "Why did 

you do it?" "Why so big John?" And he s aid, " I wanted the King to 1
' 
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be able to see it wi thouthis specks . " This is the little story tha t 

is told t o eyery school boy and girl in our schools . Well gentlemen , 

the people of Isr~ have signed their name to a sacred covenant of their 

fr eedom and their independenc e of their land . They have pledged their 

lives and they .·have given f:housands of them . They h ave nourished that 

dry area soil with their blood and ther r sweat and their tears . They 

have not only pledged their fortune , they h ave given their fortune and 

they .have done it proudly without complaint and without supplication . 

They h ave pledged their sacred honor . When you look into that little 

booklet that~ on your table , you will see a girl of Israel protecting 

her people . You will see a soldier of Israel as a ~n the field 

with his gun on his back , not because he wants to kill ; but r a ther 

bec ause he wants to save a country. and to protect his flock and to 

protect his life . 

I come to the Jewish community , this gre at community of Rhode Island , 

to ask you to a t least share some of the good things of your life with 

peopl e who have so little. To give a little of your fortune and it will 

come back to you as it h as time after time in ever incre asing amount . 

There isn ' t a man in this room I yenture to say , who has not generously 

given in the pas t for what he has more than next year to give as if he 

had never given at all . And I know tha t I don ' t need to ask the men 

in this room to pledge their sacred honor , because there is no peo ple 

in the world that have bee~:~;~victirns of more pain , of more sacrifice , 

of more agony , than your ~·. And now people h ave a place that 

they can c all horne . It ' s their house , their homeland . The:y.-·.are 

f i ghting for it with everyt hing a t their comm and . They ' re praying t o 

keep it , they are asking f or our understanding , they are looking to us 

for our help . And I call upon thi s community and Rhode Island to do as 

- 15-



well as you did when you thought there was an emergency in the Six~-­

Day War. Gentlemen, that waE has continued: not because Israel wanted 

it, but because those that were defeated in t he Six~-Day War are 

determined to somehow or another, regain the initiative. Toni ght 

Israel needs your help; not your blood, not your sons , but your con­

fidence, your resourees, your trust, and your faith, and when you do 

it, you do it for all of us. 

Thank you very much . 

Spoken by 

the Wronor able 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
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