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'fh.’;. g ast month our government, and that of the Soviet

J e

Uhion, completed the first stage of the most important

pilgd \S
negotiations of the nuclear age. The Strategic Arms M

S Limitation (SALT) Talks, conducted in unprecedented amity
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in Helsinki, promise a new area of common effort to end the

# s

tyranny of nuclear weapons.

il

AI have great hopes for the success of these talks, not

v
as a bne shot conference with a finite life and a single agreement,

but rather as the beginning of a continuing cooperative effort ‘

Eoe

to solve each new problem of nuclear development as it arises.
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Qp} | do not suggest that we should abandon caution, that
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we should blindly extend our trust of the Soviets beyond the
ammnn or

arena of this conference table and into political areas where

there is not yet a record of Soviet good intentions.

LBut | do believe we should demonstrate our good faith

w y halting the deployment of all nuclear weapons, both offensive
and defenswe while the SALT talks are in progress...and we
( should insist that the Soviets do the same.
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4 The United Nations General Assembly has called upon

both countries to freeze production of weapons and delivery
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systems. | endorse this call.
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And | urge once again that the United States halt

further testing of the new and frightening MIRV warhead,
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in order to encourage the Soviet Union to halt its development

of the weapon, which can make all our calculations about

— ]

deterrence obsolete. ¢
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z We can undertake this moratorium without in any way
[ I,

jeopardizing our own security for -- if we fail in this effort

at nuclear control -- our existing supply of weapons is more
m

than adequate for national security,

4But nuclear arms are not the only weapons threatening

the human race with devastation and destruction. The plague
s 5T SR e

of poisons and diseases spread by chemical and biological weapons
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present a threat of equal gravity to mankind.

LThe gases that maim or kill

————-——.

diseases that medical science has long worked to contro

and the germs that spread

|, are

/

equally hideous arms in the national arsenal.
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L Last November President Nixon took a giant step toward
[

peace when he renounced "the lethal biological agents and
T T
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weapons, and all of the methods of biological warfare", and

submitted to the Senate for ratification the Geneva Protocol of
m

1925 which prohibits the first use in war of asphyxiating,
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poisonous or other gases and bacteriological methods of warfare.
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2 National and international leaders -- who had long urged

L

the United States to join the major nations in ratification --

applauded the action.
I TSt T T SR




fife chemlcal and bie ogical weapons s a $"the United
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States doé -| y example and mﬁ suasion, reject these

feagsdme weapo S.
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sty Th'a President lannounced that hlks interpRetation
b’ of fhe Geneva Protocol does not pfohibit the

used of tear gas jor of chemicals that destr
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plant lifey, (Thej United Nations Gengral

Assgmbly voted t9 the contrary - 80 fo 3.)

Ourjarmed forces have been using bgth in




—_&_em The Secretary of Defense has announced

e e

that the Army will continue to produce
disease-bearing toxins for military use --
e T e

toxins that cause plague, diptheria and
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typhoid. The Army, in a semantic evasion,
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is contending that the toxins are chemicals --

_
unlike the germs that produce them -- and
L] M

are, therefore, exempt from the ban announced
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by the President.

LThis reasoning -- already rejected by the British government
(which is sponsoring a new treaty on biological weapons -- a
treaty Mr. Nixon claims to support) will:

---raise serious questions about the credibility of the
EEE———

United States in opposing this appalling and
T ——— = ST
indiscriminate form of warfare;
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--reflect upon our good intentions about arms control k
A

in general and, in this way, may even interfere with
the progress of the SALT talks.
s e T
--undermine world efforts to prevent a race in chemical
L ]
and biological weapons.
B
This is more than a question of America's image, or of

the probity of our acts.

It is a question of basic moral commitment and —

e L ]
ultimately -- of the very survival of mankind.
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The National Retail Furniture Association's Fiftieth Anniversary Banquet,
at which Mr. Humphrey has agreed to speak on January & is the opening
event in a year-long program NRFA has planned to mark its 50 years of
service to the home furnishings industry,

November 17, 1969

Mrs, Culver, Secretary to
Hubert H., Humphrey

1510 H Street, N.W,
Washington, D, C.

Dear Mrs. Culver:

The overall theme for the anniversary year will be oriented toward looking
ahead and preparing our industry for the changes it will face. NRFA is
calling it “Project 2020" ,.. indicative of a look azhead to the year 2020,
50 years from now,

Each banquet guest will receive a gold-bound copy of NRFA's Fiftieth
Anniversary Golden Book ,.. titled Project 2020 ...a3s a souvenier.
Editorially, Project 2020 will briefly recap the past 50 years of industry
and NRFA history, and will concentrate on examining the industry'’s future.
All major trends ... economic, social and political ... which will affect
our future as an industry will be explored. (A complete editorial outline
is attached for your informatioa.)

A second step in NRFA's anniversary year preparations for the future will
include the institution of a major Reasearch and Development Fund to under=-
write programs aimed at helping the industry prepare for future changes.

The fund is being financed by the contributions of individual NRFA members and

by contributions of industry firms to Project 2020,

In keeping with the anniversary theme, it is our hope that Mr. Humphrey would
select as the topic of his address his own view of some phase of the future
which he feels would be appropriate to his audience of industry leaders who
serve as the home furnishings purchasing agents for the homemakers of America.

NRFA looks forward to welcoming Mr, Humphrey to Chicago and would appreciate
an indication of the subject of his address when he has made a decision.

Cordially yours,

5 B
./:’-'- ;-’f‘;'r/
1\ ‘_'1// 1 L™

Robert P, Gruenberg
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Mrs. Culver - 2 - November 17, 1969

p.s. The banquet program will be opened by NRFA President Miltom S. Ries
(Ries Furniture Company, South Bend, Indiana) whom Mr. Humphrey may
recall meeting in South Bend at a small gathering in Congressman
John Brademas' house after Mr, Humphrey made an appearance at
Notre Dame University.

cc: Milton S. Ries



S0TH ANNIVERSARY GOLDEN BCOK
PROJECT 2020
CONTENTS OUTLINE

FRONTISPIECE: Brief description of the concept of the book
PROLOGUE TO THE FUTURE:

NRFA Founding

Milestones in NRFA History

NRFA Leaders
GOVERNMENT :

Government and the Consumer (the future of consumerism)

Government and Business
THE CHANGING CONSUMER:

Population Trends

The Youth Market
The "0ld Age" Market

The Coming Affiuence '

Education Trends

The Mobility of the American Consumer

The Implications of Leisure
THE CHANGING ENVIRONMENT:

Urbanization

Communication Trends

Transportation

Science and Technology
The Computer

The Home and Housing
The Changing Labor Force
THE CHANGING INDUSTRY:
Conglomerates
Manufacturing
Design
Materials

Retailing
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Mr. Hubert H. Humphrey
1510 H St., N.W.

| Seventh Floor
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Humphrey:

The National Retail Furniture Association will mark its fiftieth year
of service to the nation's retail home furnishings industry in 1970.

The year-long celebration will be launched with a gala all-industry
banquet on January 4, 1970 in the Crand and State Ballrooms of Chicago's
Palmer House.

The officers and board of directors of the National Retail Furniture
Association would be honored if you would make the major address at
this banquet.

NRFA's theme for the entire anniversary year will be one of looking
ahead to and preparing for the future. Should you accept this invitation,
we would hope that your address would share with our industry your view
of the political and social conditions which will exist as we near the
end of the century.
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NRFA anticipates a banquet attendance of 1,000 to 1,500 leaders from

all segments of the home furnishings industry. The program will be

the highlight of the International Home Furnishings Market which attracts
40,000 buyers in January.

The remainder of the program will be brief -- consisting of the presentation
of a limited number of awards by NRFA to other industry associations.

An early decision on this invitation by you will be deeply appreciated.

Respectfully 4
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cc Mr. Harry Walker
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LR LI RER, INC.

b T8\ ~/ EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 350 FIFTH AVENUE © NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10001
(212) 5630700 CABLE: WALKTALK

e Iuly 18, 1969

Mr. Hubert H. Humphrey
Federal Office Building #7
Room 6202

Washington, DG 205006

Deart Hubert:

[ have a firm and definite date for you on Sunday, Janualy 4, 1970 for
the 50th anniver sary celebration of the National Retail Furniture Asso-
ciation to be held in Chicago, T1linois. 1 spoke with Mr. Gartner and
he indicated to me that the date might be difficult but that 1 should put
it in writing for your return on August 7 for a final decision. Lhave
been told by Robert P. Gruenberg, Executive Vice President, O give

you the iollowing background.

The National Retail Furniture Association will celebrate {ts 50th anni-
yersary on January 4, 1970 in an all industry banquet which will be

in the Palmer House at which 1200 to 1500 industry Jeaders will
assemble to pay - salute to home furnishing retailers for 2 half centuTy
of service 1O America‘s homemakeT S« The theme selected 18 uproject
2020" - e. 8- covering a span of time from 1970 to 2020. It is our hope
that the feature speaker will look ahead over this half century and discuss
he social, political and economic forces for change

the dynamics of t
which may be anticipated in the years ahead. In addition to the identification

of these changeés, it is our hope that the speakeT will bridge the gap between
the forces and the world in which we live, the manner in which our politi.cal,
social and economic environments may change a3 it relates to bussi

and home furnishing retailing in particular.

I look forward to your prompt reply.
Cordially,

j =1

HW:LS Harry Wwalker
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