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| want to examine, for a moment' the President's

i Education Message, and what it means in terms of today's
needs.
L L It has become the fashion, in this Administration,

to talk of reorganization and reform, to speak earnestly

—— =

of the need for more ''research'.

4 Lord knows, we need a good deal of both.

/
But unfortunately - in the new vocabulary of Presidential
e
messages - we are coming to understand thatj to Mr. Nixon,

these are code words for "delayed action"'.




The President - under the heading ""The Future of Learning
e gymegpuEToEE

in America' - tells us that we have a great deal to learn about
l

learning, Indeed we do." There is a great deal we don't yet
[ e

know about how to teach children,

LBut we do know sog"n’e‘ things, ﬁ\(e have been teaching
great numbers of children for a great many years in our
nation, and | think we have learned a few things.

L For example: we know children learn better in a class-
L T

room of twenty youngsters than in a classroom of forty.g

[ e T

( We know that children learn better when they have access
CR=—

to books and crayons and audio-vis

We know that children who are not learning can be helped

T T

ual aids.

by specialists.
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These things cost mone .{There is an indisputable

correlation between per pupil expendityres and pupil
s
achievement Ievels‘ A quick glance at state-by-state

expenditures for education and state-by-state failure

iR R e T T —

rates on the Armed Forces Qualificg’gon Test -- a fifth

g e——

grade equilivency examination - will bear this out.
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( We know too that it doesn't do very much good to
F

spread a little bit of mone*around -- that improvement

almost always comes after intensive, concentrated gffort.,
[ e ]

————

LWith these things in mind, let us look again at the
Education message.

L The President proposes that we put-off, or cut back,

L e

promising programs until "we understand the mystery of

the learning process'.
o il o S MY
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AThe only money he wholeheartedly agrees should be spent
is two-hundred million dollars for the " ight to Read"
program proposed by U. S. Commissioner of Education
James Allen.

The “nght to Read" is not a Program - it is a Public

Relations slogan. a' :‘ .
Attt

iThe two-hundred million dollar fund is fiscal

sleight-of-hand. There is no extra money - there are no
TS TR

WA e 2T
new funds - there is no new effort
R
Last year the Office of Education spent fifty million
ﬁ o e )

dollars on school libraries and one-hundred sixty-four
= T TN T -

million dollars on state grants for "innovative projects' --
T

TS

a total of two-hundred fourteen million dollars.
B e B e I et ST e pn T 4B T g

LThis is the two-hundred million dollars the President

AR g a——

is calling "new" funding for a "new" program.,
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AIt is actually fourteen million dollars less than was

spent in fiscal 1969. It is not new money, itis restored money,
L=

e

ZThis year the President cut libraries out of the education
| ——

e s
budget entirely, and he cut fiftx million dollars from funds
for innovative programsLNow he proposes to restore this
SEEE———— e ——— —
money -- and call it new funding. l
— ¢
LThus we start with devious accounting procedures.
A T e S L S TR R T
A But the deception is greater than that. ,
#
Z Three quarters of this money goes directly to the states
to do with as they wish. By law, itis State money,‘(It

is not available to theﬁCommissioner of Education for any

Federal program, however meritorius, Only fifty million
P Y —————J L

dollars - the Iibrarx money - can be spent at the discretio:

T v vrryyyy T

of the Federal government. M((J.(
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LThere are ten million youngsters in this nation who are
Rt G s AT ST e S TSR ES 3

reading retardates.
AThe much heralded "Right to Read" program will invest
Wy

the magnificent sum of five dollars per year in each of these
e e St S

youngsters,

A |'m afraid we can't buy much reading improvement
_9_!

-

Now you mark my words: two or three years from now,
.

someone in this administration is going to say, "aha, we
—-_—

poured half a billion dollars into this ”Right to Read"
#

program, and it didn't work at all".
N T —— )

l\ And they will cut the education budget again.

R ey T RS e g

In the meantime, the President will reaffirm his

commitment to education, will announce the appointment
—————

—

of a National Reading Council -- and perhaps even the
S S e e
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creation of a National Reading Center -- an idea he has

been toying with lately ---and m@ of our schools will go

L i )

right on turning out youngsters who can't read after ten
and twglve years of public ed ucationil

[ We'll be no closer to solving the problem than we are
today, In fact, we will be farther behind than we were five
years ago when the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
was passed and President Johnson declared education "'the

S

first work of these times".
m

"If we are learning anything from our experiences, we
e - TS
. N T [ L'
are learning that it is time for us ;g_g.gto wors, and the Yirst
W . T
work of these times and the*flrst work of our society is
;
education', President Johnson said.
[t
A President Johnson, «wymimemss, put his money where
EE S

his mouth was.
#

| call on President Nixon to do the same.‘
SRy ——
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[ Education is a serious busineil It is an investment the

nation needs. |f we want to invest more than words, we are
PE—— e

going to have to make some choices. For example:
4 |f we cut three billion dollars from our exhorbitant
[T o e
investment in strategic weapons research, we could really
have a reading program in this country!
R AFESRORIT—
[.. If we held back on the second stage of the anti-ballistic
missile system, we could really have a reading program in
T T

this country and a few other things as well.

—

i Forty-thousand elementary

and secondary schools in the United States have no school

libraries at all -- a great many of those schools are right
e

here in Minnesota.

T,

Z While we wait for President Nixon to establish a National
—_—————y——R

I nstitute of Education, children are going hungry for books.
m
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LWhile we wait for President Nixon to find the "perfect"
e = o

teaching techniques, our antiquated and overcrowded school
[

= . = ) ———

plants continue to deteriorate for want of adequate state and

local tax fundj(Property tax rates have risen to intolerable

levels In community after community, school tax and bond

[ W,

measures are failing as citizens find themselves unwilling

or unable to support additional revenue measuresa
)

L Federal aid to educatlon)usmg funds drawn from the broad

Federal tax base, is the only answer for many impoverishe
M

school communities.e W r
e e s T

We must provide this help.

)

deprived in their early years of decent schools. This is not
e SEEEE———

There is no way to go back, no way to make up to youngsters
ytwg y g, young

a deferable item.

Tt T 30 dnne A R
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Z These are the serious educational problems in our country
w

my friends, and, if money won't solve them, it will certainly

go a long way to help!)
T ]

A Of course we need more research, Mr. President. Butwe

R A e TR

need money too. Let's not offer bread crusts to school
T

districts that are dying of thirst. Let's reaffirm our National

Commitment to children, to education - and to fiscal honesty.

## 44
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MEMORANDUM Marc}> ¥ 1970

TO: Hubert H. Humphrey &/
FROM: Caryl Conner (3

SUBJECT: DFL Speech

e the status ogfheighborhood health
I haven't bécause:

You asked that
centers in this

a. I hada fair amount/of education stuff and
you wanted a verysshort speech, and

b. I couldn't get’/any information. Charlie
Schultze sayg they aren't identified in the
new budget &nd he doesn't know how to dig
out the ifformation without considerable
effort. / The money might be in OEO, or it
might ¥e in HEW, but it doesn't appear as
an iééntifiable program. There is mention
in /#he OEO budget for pilot hospital out-
pg%ient services, but the dollars are not

fﬂroken down.

4

me to do something on this later, I'll see if I

friend left in one of the agencies who can help.

Please note that I do not prepare any speech for release
s I have your OK, so let me know as soon as possible on
of these -- the pollution one, this one, etc.
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