EXCERPTS FROM SPEECH BY
HUBERT H, HUMPHREY

ENVIRONMENTAL SYMPOSIUM - APRIL 6, 1970

CLOQUET, MINNESOTA

The last time I was here was on the occasion of the dedication
of this wonderful school. 1I've been from one end of this country
to another telling people about the amazing, wonderful school system
in Cloquet, particulerly this Senior High School. And I want to ex-
press again my thanks for the reception you gave me.

I want to get right down to business becesuse this is 2 busy day
for you, and we're here on very important business. We're here on
the business of your future. And that includes the overwhelming
mejority of this audience. I am talking to a group of young people
to whom the year 2,000 is just arcund the corner. Now as far as I
am perscnally concerned, I am looking forward to the year 2,000, but
I cen't bet on it, even though I've got a couple of bottles of
Geritol stashed away, but at least 85% of this sudience will be
alive and in the prime of life at the year 2,000,

Now some scientists tell us that by the year 2,000, unless
we change our ways, thet will be the beginning of the end. And I
must say candidly that other civilizations have disappeared. So
don't think that ours is eternal, necessarily, So you have to be
quite objective zbout it and realistic.

Now what has happened recently is a whole new ewareness of
what we call ecology, the delicate balance in nature which God
Almighty, or Divine Providence, or naturc put together fur us. We
have been interrupting this balance ever since man put his feet upon
the earth. We often talk about Minnesota, the land of ten thousand
lakes and the sky blue water. Now I ask you very frankly, how many
lekes have sky blue water today? We've talked sbout our beautiful
rivers and our virgin forests and we've had a hard bzttle even pre-
serving some of these forests. Thank goodness since the days of
Theodore Roosevelt and others -- early pioneers in conservation =--
we have done 2 better job in reforestation. We've talked about
great rolling prairies, our magnificent fields -~ America the
beautiful. And for years we let our lend erode and corrode, For-
tunately, during the days of the Depression we learned something
about it and we've done something asbout soil conservation.

But the big problem today is not just the land or water or air,
but it's the people. I want to talk to you about what I hope is
not going to be just a passing fancy -- a fad. I read somewhere
that success is a man who wished to succeed and worked; a failure
is a men who wanted to succeed and just wished. Now I don't want
to stand here this morning with you and wish that we had a better
world. T want to work at it. And I went you to work at it. How
many of you remember the fads of the Freedom Riders in Appalachis,
the sit-ins, the Freedom March, and all the things that students
were doing here about ten years ago in the early 60's for the Civil
Rights movement? And now we find that the job i, not done, and a 1ot
of that's just forgotten. And here we are with this sudden new
recognition of our ecological concerns which I hope will not cause
us to forget, neglect or ignore the pursuit of other critical areas
of human environment. Environment is not only the air we breathe,
the water we drink, or the land that we touch, it is where we live,
our neighborhoods, our cities. It is the environment of violence
in this country, crime and lawlessness, the problems of unemp loyment
and en unstable economy, the problems of race relations, which surely
provide an environment in America and not too healthy a one at this
moment, the problems of the arms race, and the increasing inter-
national tension under which our young American men and women live
every day of their lives,
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That's environment -- the environment of tension, the en-
vironment of noise and congestion if you live in the city. Harlem
is a good example of such congestion. The population density in
Harlem is so dense that if all the other four boroughs of New York
City had the same density of population as Harlem, you could put all
two hundred million Americans in the other four boroughs of New York.
One block in Harlem has more people than many a county in Minnesota,
In Brooklyn, 22,000 people can live in one housing complex. I grew
up in a community that had 10,000 people in the whole town.'

These, you see, are some of the concerns that I speak of when
I talk sbout enviromment. We can do something abcut this. I don't
think you inspire people to succeed by pointing out failures. I
do think the only reason we should list our problems is to increase
our awareness of them and to marshal the resources to do something
about them., And we have the resources. We've made amazing progress
in the last decade with all our problems. Don't give up and don't
let anyone sell you a bill of goods that this country cen't do what
it wants to do. 1I'll tell you what it takes. It takes the same
kind of attitude that made this country a great country and we can
make it even greater. You have to pledge your lives, if need be
your fortunes, and your sacred honor to this effort. That's the
way things started in this country, not with a halfway pledge. There
is no room for halfway efforts anymore, We have to get in there and
pitch.

I1'1l bet most of you never heard the word "ecology' mentioned
until the last two or three years. Now it's everywhere and what it
means is a "balance in the forces of nature'" -- the delicate balance.
Just as balance is required in the forces among the nations of the
world and needed in your own personality, so that you are not hung
up one day and dragging around the next day and tearing ycurself
apart.

What are some of the facts we face as a nation 7 Remember that
everything I talk about has to be put in dimensions of the world,
because the world's getting smaller every day. And nothing is ever
lost. Energy {s never lost, it is just transformed. While it may
be used in electrical energy, or fire, or in decomposition, the
force of energy is still here, It just exists in different forms,
Things are related. What happens in .India affects us and what
happens to us affects India. And the degree of pollution is directly
related to the number of people and their standard of living. We
pollute, per person, in the United States, more than any other people
in the world, because we have more. Now we could say "there are eight
hundred and fifty million Chinese. Look what they're doing to the
world." Or, "There are five hundred million people in India, look
what they're doing to the world." They're not doing much. They
don't have many beer cans. They don't have many milk cartons. They
don't drive many automobiles. Each American today has energy avail-
able to him equivalent to five hundred slaves. And in the last fifty
years, the amount of emergy available to us by machines and electricity
has increased 300%. And we're using it up. 6% of the world's popu-
lation consuming 40% of the world's goods. And lots of it we waste.

Each year two hundred million tons of smoke and fumes are
spewed out in the atmosphere in the United States. Every time I go
to Wold-Chamberlain Airport and see those jets take off, I'm reminded
of what they're doing to us. They cause a hundred and five tons of
fumes per day in the District of Columbia, Washington, D,C. They can
put an adaptor on those engines and take out 90% of the fumes, but it
costs a little bit. I have talked to the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion for months. Write them a letter and say why aren't you doing
something about it, because it's technically and engineeringly
feasible.



The internal combustion engine -- that's your car -- causes
60% of all the air poilution. I was in Phoenix, Arizona, the other
day. When I was there ten years ago, it was just beautiful. Now
there's smog all over the place., I was in Mexico City three years
ago and the air was reasonably clean. Today you can choke to death,
You may recall that in London in the early 50's they had a number
of deaths from air pollution, and the government of Britain ordered
no more soft coal to be burned as well as restrictions on burning
trash and they enforced the law. They reduced the air pollution
by over 75%. Today London has purer and cleaner air than any city
in the United States. For better than twenty-five years, not a fish
was ever caught in the Thames River in London, destroyed by in-
dustrial pollutants. This year fish cameback into the river.

The St. Louis River could be one of the most beautiful rivers
in Minnesota, It's polluted and we've got to do something about it.
We could make a great recreation area out of this and make it worth-
while for generations yet unborn.

There are msny types of pcllution -- smogs, oxidants, etc. Let
me give you an example. Recent studies show that smog out in
California is killing a hundred thousand acres of Ponderosa and
Jeffrey pine trees in San Bernadino Nationzl Forest near Los Angeles
every year, ruining a whole area of our natural environment. Air
pollution is a serious threat to our health., Our waters are being
poiluted by sewage, chemicals, and thermzl and radioisotope
pollution. Fish kills because of chemical, cewrge, and thermal wastes
have become numerous. I want young Americans in this sudience to go
around this beautiful stzte and see what's happened to our izkes.
See the algae, the weeds, and ask why, why, why? There are reasons
for it. Ten years ago that wasn't the case. I live out by a little
lake called Lake Waverly. Ten years agc, you could drink water out
of that lalk~:, Within the last three years, it's been so close to
permanernt pollution, that no one would dare touch it, and it has
become @ pile of weeds and grzen algae and this will increase unless
we treat it year after year. And what we're treating it with may
hurt it more than what was in it. Do you want to see every lake in
Minnesota like this? Of course you don't. And you are going to
have to see thet something is done about it.

Now pollution from radioisotopes which is exactly what they're
talking about in the Minnesota rivers today from nuclear power
plants can kill off marine life. Now our oceans are in jeopardy.
You wouldn't think this could happen to the oceans. I have traveled
to every continent and I have seen what is happening to the ocean
waters. You fly over the vast expanse of the Pacific and Atlantic
and there's a belt of smog all the way across the Pacific and
Atlantic Oceans. They've become dumping grounds these oceans for
garbage and scientists now estimate that in another fifty years the
oceans will be totally polluted and washing their waste into the
estuaries along our coastlines,

And what about our subsurface water? That's where our well
water will come from. Industry is dumping toxic waste down deep
wells by injection and we're now finding out that brine waste in-
jected deep in the waters of Canada have already erupted in Michigan.
In Texas, sweet wells have been poisoned and sewer lines have broken
under high pressure of waste that's been injected into underground
channels,

Pesticides, DDT, 245T, 24D -- these are pesticides and herbicides.
We find that about 800 to a 1,000 people die each year from them and
80 to 90 thousand are seriously injured each year. In some instances
farm workers have been killed instantly by just a few drops of
deadly chemicals that are used to protect plant life, as they take
human life,
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What about the upper atmosphere? Everybody has said 'Well,
if we can just get a grod windstorm, we can just blow it out."
Well, the trouble Is that it only goes up so far. For awhile
people thought that if you could just get it up high enough, it
would all go out into space. But the fact of the matter is, that
we found it doesn't go into space. We have been collecting a belt
of radioactive material about twelve miles up and that is one
reason why we stopped the nuclear tests, because of the deadly
strontium 90. The Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963 is one of the
greatest pollution control devices or control agreements that
we've had. No longer do nations test in the atmosphere, except
the Chinese and the French. They are still testing and every time
they test your life is shortenecd. Remember that you live in what
we call the Northern Belt, and the Northern Belt has a movement
of alr that brings the strontium 90, the radioactive particles
from ary test in any part of the Northern Hemisphere right inco
Minnesoiz, Montana, and 211 ascross the United States of America.
The only nart of the globe that has any protection ot all is in
the deen [c¢:th in what we call the Scuthern Zone. Two years ago
we signed what we call the Nuclear Neoproliferation Treaty to
prevent other nations from starting to test and building their own
weapons,

Now what's the answer to all this? We've been designing
laws and regulations for a long time. The first major Federal
Water Pollution Control Act was passed in 1899, the Rivers and
Harbors Act. It was designed to clean up the vefuce in Ilaw York
harbor. (nder that act, a number of court cases have been filed
== 400 cases as & matter of fact. They even filed a case cilting
this act down in ¥:y Biscayne Bay. I dor’t know if that's because
the President is down there occasionully, but they liave a ruit
down there on thermel pollution, putting hot waters into ihe Bay
which results in killing the fish. This act was upheld in 1966 in
the court case Standard 0il vs, the United States, which prevents
oil from being put into our waters. Now listen to what the penalty
was, though -- $250.00. Do you thin% Standard 0il could afford it?

Then there was the 0il Pollution Control Act of 1924 which pro-
vided penalties of $2,500 or imprisonment up to a year for dumping
oil into the navigable watezs of the United States., Very ineffective
laws.

In 1948 -- now we're getting up in this century -- the first
important Federal Water Pollution Control Act was introduced and
it provided for the development of sew:ge disposal plants which
you have today and that take care of organic waste, but do not
take care of chemical waste. And the greatest threat to life today
is stated to be by microbiologists, not organic waste, but chemical
industrial waste. We have not yet developed the kind of treatment
facilities for chemical industrial, non-organic waste thet really
works. Dr. Rene Dubois, one of the world's leading microbiologists
and Nobel Prize winner told me that the plants we are presently de-
signing, while important, were technically engineered long before
the so-called detergent that ladies like to use so much. And we
are having problems because you want to get that shirt a little
whiter. Because the simple fact of the matter is today that many
of these detergents are polluting the streams, polluting our weater
supplies and cannot be handled by our modern sanitation systems.

A very distinguished Minnesotan was the first men to intro-
duce legislation relating to water pollution control in 1956.
And, of course, prophets go without honor in their own country.
But let it be a matter of record that the first man who introduced
major pollution control legislation and took a beating for it be-
cause of being considered a zealot and radical, was the congressman
from this district, John Blatnik. He was the author of the major,
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basic piece of legislation that offers any hope for water pollution
control. It providzd grants to help local cormmunitces build sewage
disposal plants. 7hen, in 1961, the same congressman introduced
another bill to propose a Federal Water Pollution Control Adminis-
tration, & separate Federal administration that would exercise
strict control with strict standards, and, by the way, that
administration was to affect not only interstate water, but intra
-- intra -- within the state. 26,000 bodies of fresh water exist
in the United States and of those only 4,000 are interstate.

And, by the way, young friends, why don't you ask your county
commissioners here and your state legislators and your governor
and other people why we're letting raw sewage run from homes along
lakeshores in lakes. They have no right to do this, What would
you think if somebedy came up and decided to empty their toilet
in your front yard? 1I'll tell you the police would be right on
them. Every lake in this state is part of your front yard. When
people start polluting the air, polluting the rivers, dumping their
sewage into the lakes and rivers, spewing up their smoke and fumes
into the atmosphere, what they'rz really doing is taking a grest
big garbage truck and just driving up to your house and dumping it.
And if they did that, somebody would say, "Well, look at that person,"

Well, we have been doing something about this. We've es-
tablished a water laboratory in Duluth. There is also new legis-
lation, the Federal Water Pollution Control Act of 1965. I men-
tion these things quickly and I want you to look into them.

Let's talk a little more about air pollution. The first
legislation in a major sense was introduced in 1965, Axnd the
automobile industry came down to Washington. 1 was there and they
said "We cannot have this legislation forced upon us to compel us
to put on pollution control devices." 1 was taken to & laboratory,
while Vice President, whereI was told how difficult it would be to
develop such a device, They said, "You know what it's going to
mean don't you, Mr. Humphrey? It's going to razise the price of a
car from twenty-five to forty dollars.” 1I've seen car prices go
up and I don't hold that against anyone, but what a bad argument.
The smoke from one of these big buses is equivalent to an indi-
vidual smoking a hundred cartons of cigarettes if he were to
breathe it in. Smoking is another problem. The odds are that if
you persist in smoking you will have a better chance of getting
cancer of the lung and emphysema by a factor of about a hundred
to one.

Going back to the Clean Air Act of 1965. Now, we know, don't
we, that we can put devices on automobiles to remove a large amount
of pollution. We know something else, too, that we can develop a
low combustion engine. And we can develop gasoline that is not
leaded. Leaded gasoline is about as harmless as eating strychnine.
I'm a pharmacist and I know that strychnine is not healthy for you.
Because breathing in leaded gasoline is accumulative, like arsenic. It
never leaves you. Just gets in .your lungs and stays right there
and starts gnawing at them lik: an acid. Now we found that out,
but it was keptout of the public domain for a long time.

Wiell, you might say, "If everybody knows all this, why
haven't we done something about it?" Mainly because we've let
things happen before we did anything about the pollution. An
example was just given to you. We told the automobile industry
to develop these devices to control pollution &s soon as it was
practical and feasible. And they never found the time to do it.
Now I happen to know after one solid year of controversy with the
Federal Aviation Administration that we now have engines for jets
that take out 90% of the smoke, the fumes, of all the carbon you
see spewing out over this country. In Washington, D,C., the
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average cost per household increase because of pollution from air

treffic is $200.00 for cleaning and wear and tear because much of
it is like an acid thet eats right into you and the fabrics. Now,
if I were to tell that some group of people in Washington that
they had to increase their taxes by $20.00 per year in order to
control air pollution, they'd say "Get rid of that big spender,
that fellow who wants to tax us." You're being taxed every day.
Every day that your life is being shortened, you are being taxed.
Every day sickness is the greatest tax on a human being there is,
The rise in the rate of emphysema and the rise in the rate of lung
cancer in this country is more costly than any single item in the
Federal budget, save the defense budget.

The State of Minnesota is now in a row with the Federal
government and I wsnt you to know, despite the fact that I've been
with that Federal government for a long tire, I think our state is
right, The State is involved in a pollution controversy relating
to the discharge of radioisotopes in Minnesota's sts“e waters by
nuclear power plants. And they're arguing with the Fede=al Atomic
Energy Commission as to which standards ought to prevail. And
because our state took the initiative, the entire structure of
Federal standards today is being reviewed, because scmebudy cared,
because somebody blew the whistle., I want to remind this young
audience that the standards wa have for atomic energy -- disposal
of atomic energy waste -- were standards that were arrived at 20
years ago, and have little or no relevancy to modern nceds and
modern science. And, fortunately, because seventeen other states
have now joined with us, we are on the way to doing somethi: about
it

Now, it's easy to look for villains in this environmental
thing. Everybody likes to point to the other guy. I noticed
the other day that a group of young students at the University of
Michigan got their hammers out, steel saws, and bats and beat up
an old 1959 Ford. They said it was symbolic., I said "What does
it symbolize?" They said "Well, the sutomobile, it's a polluter.
We were just beating it up, killing it off." 1 said "No, the auto-
mobile is not a polluter.'" You know, I've got an old Ford parked
in my garage. It hasn't polluted anything. Caused a little trouble
with Mrs. Humphrey. She wants the garage space. A car becomes a
pollutor when you get into it -- when the motor moves. It's man that
pollutes, It isn't the product, it's we the people. And we can go
around here and point to the paper company, the power company, the steel
company, the soap company. Ve can point to all of them and they do
== all of us have some guilt. And I want to say here in the presence
of industry, and industrial representatives that the time for
talking sbout what we are going to do about pollution is over.
The time to act is now. And we are going to have to act precisely
on the basis of the information that we have and the research that
we're doing, and to expand that research. And this is part of the
Federal government to expand that research. So, I repeat to you,
it's easy to find villains. It's harder to reach a rational, mature
recognition of our shared guilt. The road back to environmental
heelth is going to be a long one and an expensive one. Volunteers
in the battle against pollution are welcome. We even need a few
speechmakers, Short termers won't help. Are you willing to sign
up for a long hitch? Are you willing to commit more than your
enthusiasm? Are you willing to pay a little higher price on
occasion? Are you willing to pay higher taxes? Are you willing
to have Federal appropriations to put some inspectors on to see
that these oil digging rigs off the coastlines don't spew oil into
our waters? Are you willing to put up some funds for some great
research laboratories? Are you willing to have something done
about your tax structure to give incentives to industry? Are you
willing to put penalties on the polluters? Because if you're willing
to make this commitment, then let's change from the rhetoric and get
down to reality.



I recommend that the President and the Congress establish
by resolution and Exzcuiive Order the decade of the 1970's as
the decade of people, eavironment and peace, because they're all
tied in together, And for lack of a better phrase, call it the
PEP decade. Now an entire decade dedicated to people and how
they live in their environment -- an entire decade set aside
to concentrate on the battle of physical pollution of the en-
vironment -- a decade born in the frustration of war, and
dedicated to peace -- that provides meaning for our ultimate
goal of building together in peace a better world for tomorrow.

We have four levels on which we can go to work. The local
level, the state level, the nztional level and the international
level. At the local level, it require: citizens' participation,
revirds and awards. At the state level, new state laws, strict
and effective state enforcement. I suggest that we call upon
every legislature, particularly our own, to put at the top of
its agenda for the legislative session of 1971 the improvement
of the physical enviromment ond the laws necessary to do it.

If our state laws are not up to cdate, let's find out what we
can do to make them up to date and let's find out what we can
do to make them effective,

At the national level, we should call upon the Congress to
establish strict standards for all forme of pollution, standards
that would prevent economic blackmzil where a major employer
could cast aside the public's interests and put a gun to the
community's head by threatening to close a plant and put
thousands of people out of work if that plant is made to conform
to even minimum pollution sbatement measures for air and water.
This is an anti-social attitude and has no place in modern in-
dustry. No business has the right to say that to a community.
They may have good economic reasons to want to talk to a
community, but no one should ever threaten a community, par-
ticularly when we're dealing with life itself. With Federal
legislation, companies such as this who apparently have as their
prime interest their annual profit statement, would find no haven
of pollution privilege by being azble to move to another state
where pollution requirements are governed by state laws, rather
than Federal law, I must say with equal candor that it's also
the duty of public officials in the community to work with in-
dustry to try to prevent that unhappy situation.

Congress should review every law that we have on the books.
Every law should be reviewed to bring them up to date and to
make sure that; penalties for polluters are strong enough and that
the incentives to industry to take corrective measures are good
enough.

At the international level, working through the United Netions,
we should negotiate treaties and ratify these agreements to protect
the environment, to establish enforceable standards for clean air
and clean water and strict rules should be set up to prevent con-
tamination of international rivers and oceans. And we need a U.N.
Board of Environmental Control.

Now, up here at home. I want you to start right here in
Colquet. I propose a community coalition for clean environment,
a mobilization of public and private efforts of all age groups
in all segments.fo coordinate all of the essential efforts in
such a program, I would suggest that the state through the
Governor's office or the legislature, establish a citizen's
advisory board on environment, in which there is industry, lay
public, labor, young people and interested citizens. An advisory
board on environment, conservation and recreation. And what state
has more to offer than we do? The state board would work with
similar boards at a local level.
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I want to propose a special honors program for communities
where the State of Minnesota, after examining their work in the
field of recreation, conservation, and pollution control, would
present an''E'award for excellence in environment. I'd like to
recommend that the State of Minnesota and indeed, the nation,
start to give E awards -- E awards -- excellence in environmental
contral, and"E'award of a perfectly blue background, like the blue
of the heavens and the blue waters of Minnesota with a white E that
shows purity and cleanliness. It could be done and then we'll find
out which towns and states are doing something.

I propose another thing that regular reports should be issued
out of the Governor's office a2s to the beautification of environment
and protection of our state, including how we're cleaning up auto-
mobile graveyards, what we're doing about our parks, beautification
of local communities, and what we're doing about our neighborhoods.
I don't want this society, after ten thousand years, when they dig
around to be labeled in conversation as "Apparently everybody just
lived in their car," or "We seem to find beer cans all over the
place,"

Well, we can do something about that. Let's clean these things
up. And I have another suggestion. ®ach community should have
its own environmental contiol officer. Now, if you go to Zurope,
you find in every part of a Huropean community or country, a
Conservation Office. They have local Conservation Offizers out
around the country-side. They have local park officers to help
keep parks up. ' Sometimes they're voluntary; sometimes they're
paid. And we've got to call on every youth organization in the
state to make improvements in the physical environment their
number one task -- starting with our 4H clubs, our Future Farmers,
our Boys' Clubs, our Girl and Boy Scouts, Guides and so cn,

I would suggest that we propose that radio, television and
newspapers start including with each weather report, 2ir pollution
count for their particular community. I'd like to know, not only
what kind of weather we're going to have, but what I'm going to
be breathing during the day -- how much carbon dioxide, monoxide
-- how much sulfurous gas I am going to be breathing, and I want
to tell this audienceright now, that if in the large cities of
America there was an air pollution report each day that you went
out, you'd do something about it. I might even suggest that the
Depertment of Conservation in this state, together with the
Water Quality Laboratory in Duluth, could provide a weekly pub-
lished report on water pollution in our lokes, streams and rivers.

Well, that's about what I wanted to tell you. So I ask this
question: Can we as a nation entertzin the painful possibility that
our proud effort to conquer nature and to tame the frontier may very
well have been destructive and can we reverse our course?

I think the structure of our Federal government needs to be
reorganized to establish & whole new Department on Environmental
Control. We take for granted the air that we breathe; we take for
granted there is an unlimited supply of water and there isn't. As
a matter of fact, one of the shortest resources in the world today
is clean water and we take for granted that there is lots of land
and living space,

I want you now to take for granted that God Almighty had a
plan for this earth and it was called "ecology," the balance
between man and his environment. And man has altered that en-
vironment, and in some places has altered it to his detriment.
We have a high standard of living and if we don't watch out,
we're going to have a higher standard of dying. This is what
this conference is all about.
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Adlai Stevenson, in his last address before the United Nations,
summed it up for us, and listen to this. That is why I've covered
the international, as well as the local, aspects. These are the
words of this wonderful, beautiful man:

"We travel together, passengers on a little space
ship, our world, dependent on its vulnerable re-
sources of air and soil, all committed to our
safety, to its security and peace, preserved from
annihilation only by the care, the work (and I

will add, the love) that we give our fragile craft."

He reminded us that we will be preserved from annihilation
only by the care, the work, and the love we give this fragile craft.
And to my young friends who have shown so much concern these recent
years to a world that would be free of violence, and to the mzay
young people who say today that vhat the world needs is love
rather than hate, and to the young people who say that what we need'
is to be more concerned and considerate of each othcr, rather than
unconcerned or antagonistic, the best way I know how to do it is to
take care of the air you breathe, the water you drink, the land upon
which you live, and the community in which you will spend the days
of your life,
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Z In an earlier ti me/ the world was wide, and man could

afford to be profligate‘é'-le had unmeasurable oceans,

unchartered seas, impenetrable forests, trackless desserts --
S T

and more arable land than he could hope to till.,
—

2 [\But over the centuries,’ man multiplied, and the
once limitless earth shrunk to finite limits,(The last
hundred years have seen man -- with his dramatically

increased numbers and mobility -- pre-empt almost all

the habitable areas on our earth.
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ZThe precious bal_a_r_l_ge between man and his natural

environment - a balance that evolved through endless

ages - has fallen victim to wanton application of

e

technological progress.

Z Uncrowded primitive man with his simple technology
could live at peace with his environmentZBut the

wonders of science and technology -- which gave man

the knowledge and the tools to change and adapt his

environment -- have done violence to this once

peaceful relationship.

4The basic elements that comprise our environment --

air, water, and the earth that grows our food -- have
e -

=

been endangered by man's casual neglect of his natural

heritage.



Man, with his erect posture and dominant intelligence
. p g )

has endangered all other species until today, in the most

remote corners of the earth, little plant or animal life

exists save on man's sufference.g

Today,' highly structured and stable organizations

of physical elements that have maintained and sustained

life on our planet are in jeopardy.

(
- M%We know why,l We know about the tons of solid

waste we dump along our highways each yfe_al; the

mountains of trash we toss in incenerators and alleys.
ﬂ

< We know our automobile exhausts poison t ir --and

we know that the people who make the automobiles, and

__)

the people who produce the materials for the people who

make the automobiles, poison our air.

e
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AWe know that we are filling our great waterways

1
with #8% poll utants and that fish are dying in
our marvelous fresh water Iakesy and that the
once unchartered seas are becoming great garbage

i -

pits.
e

/ Many of us have come lately to this awareness!

<0n|y a few years ago the gy leaders in the pollution

as zealots - perhaps even as crackpots - as they warned
S e ———

of the damage we were willfully doing our natural

heritage.
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Sbier fought lonely uphill battles to save our precious HM-Q

natural seashore areas from the increasing depredations

e

of the developers.

AToday, with the fickle perversity of the April weather
# )

public opinion has swung high and wide to encompass

and surround the serious environmentalists and -- |

am afraid - to become this zears fad.

z Do not misunderstand: the new awareness and

O e e V)

concern for our environment is a good and constructive

e A
a1}

development.J But there are two aspects of this "green
e—— P

Revol ution" that cause me grave concernd
——n
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|. o That it may indeed be a fad -- that, like Lased Rbas &udus
Ws@ % Applachia and other causes of

the sixties that today seem to be out of
vogue -- this sudden and exhuberant

concern for environmental problems

may pass from popularity before the

tough hard job is really begun, and

lammang, —

2. That our sudden recognition of
ecological concerns may cause us

to forget' ignore or neglect to pursue

the other critical areas of the human

environment -- the continuing decay

of our cities, the increase in crime and

co— L

violencei the problems of unemployment

and the unstable econom;, racial

polarity, the arms race -- and so forth.

_’-—___
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Z Itis tmgm® unfortunate that the popular American
——

culture so quickly devours and so abruptly forgets th

quICKly 0 ptly torg €

passions of yeste rday,ZWhether we are talking about

hula hoops or Head Start, rat control or gun control,

P SE—— —— e ey

too often we are recalling a transitory National

enthusiasm. t
#.

4And | am concerned that we not enter this

environme ntal battle with so shallow a commitment.!

ST

LFO/r this business of getting ourselves back into
fragile balangce with the natural world is going to

—
require a long-range sustained effort by each one of

us -- and a very personal effort,
wtl by aqud
- Itnﬁhbunugto support g Federal legislation.

(f b macssdf
-— It%to lobby for tough new state ‘(m ‘--L

regulations.
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av il b st o™t .
- = |t wesnkinimemeeggl (0 seck new land fill areas for

municipal dumps.

apd (L pasusinassy
- = |t wekissesanemgir to watch our personal trash --

the empty cigarette packagg tossed out of the car

wi ndow, the tube of sun tan lotion on the beach,

dﬂ

the paper plates and other refuse from a pleasant

rural:)::;(: - *“wm -%

#are going to have to go a lot farther if we are

to make any real headway in what is basically a battle

i Sy

against our own greed.
P e T e
#

4 No pious preachments will win this battle. But a

bit of self denial can do a great deal.

L Americans --- only six percent of the worlds

8 I

population -- consume 40 percent of the worlds produce.,

——
——
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In physical energy alone -- the energy that softly

and indirectly Iights our pLe_a_sant dwelling places)

that powers our vehicles of personal and mass transi;,
= ]

that heats and cools and purifies our air, that provides
our television images and our recorded and transcribed

music, that instantly heats our pre-packaged and
, P e

frozen foods, that runs the hundreds of home hair
______-—5

dryers and electric razors and toasters and blendors and
— the multitude of other large and small appliances we

have become so dependent on -- this energy (according

to a Fortune magazine calculation) is equal to the muscular

/ energy that would be generated if every American man,
L e S S SRt sl

woman, and child had 500 "slaves' at his immediate
= e e R ) e

¥

disposal.

SE—
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A similar calculation by Buckminster Fuller only three

decades ago shows that such energy expenditure increased

over 300 percent in this short time span..
S

ZI think we must consider Americans over—indulgent,/
_—————

But self-indulgence becomes a hablt) especially in

L e

the wake of affl uence, Reversing this trend is going to

require some hard choices.

S

ZAre we willing to sacrifice speed -- or will we accept
[ e )

the horrendous sound of supersonic transports?

L

Z Are we willing to have a less-than-perfect white wash —
——

M
or will we continue to pollute our underground reservoirs

e —

with the poisonous residues of our washday miracle products?

e I W e—

ZAre we willing to return beverage bottles for refilling --
e [ e

==

or will we continue to pile up mountains of non-returnable--

I ey o T LT R

and non-dlsmtegratable - bottles and cans in our coast-to

coast dumps?
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A Are we willing to pay higher [l taxes -- or w_ill we

continue to allow raw sewage to pour into rivers and
—_— —r

T e s

bays for want of adequate sewage treatment facilities?

‘e lop-fothie K e

Are we willing to

o] Gl Bl 6
ZLZ will we continue to allow oil slicks - from Santa Barbara

e — ey T

e 'S loh Lla- [-‘-"3'

to Tampa to Louisiana - to pollute our beaches and kil
P et e i} —

4 Industry is well-known and easilz attacked as a

e R

prime polluter.! But who is really at fault -- the

E———— —
producer -- or the consumer without whom there would
e E———

? 2i : .
be no product? Are we willing to pay higher prices ffor

some of the cost of getting rid of industrial pollutants

.
(1

YO ﬁfé':;?‘él 0 tgslnlt
AW
Vi 4 b

7
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L It is easy to find villains -- the oil companies and the

-_,‘_

power plants, the makers of pesticides and the producers

E— b Pt
of defoliants. ZIt is harder to reach a rational and mature
L ——EEy

recognition of our shared guilt -- and our mutual

responsibility for action.
WS ]

Z The road back to environmental health is going to

be a long one -- and an expensive one., Volunteers in
S —

the battle against pollution are welcom{. But short-

= %

termers won't help. LAre you willing to sign up for a

L e e

Iong hitch?ZAre you willing to commit more than your
b

enthusiasm, more than your rhetorical recognition of
CE———

where we are? - and what must we do?
P e S T S S e e e et
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A%\n we, 4s a na

that our/proud effo

whife we look again|a

0it? /k

P—-/

<This is what it is going to take, my=feterds !L

Adlai Stevenson, in his last address at the United

Nations, said it beautifully:

.

———
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(LA

"We travel together, passengers on a little
spaceship, dependent on its vulnerable
resources of air and soil; all committed
for our safety to its security and peace;
preserved from annihilation only by the
care, the work, and, | will say, the love

we give our fragile craft. "

+-
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THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
CLOQUET HIGH SCHOOL

APRIL 6, 1970

‘i IF YOU ARE READY AND WILLING TO MAKE THIS COMMITMENT..

.+..THEN LET'S CHANGE FROM RHETORIC TO REALITY.....LET US CON-

—— ey SE—
CENTRATE ON SOME POSITIVE AND IMMEDIATE STEPS THAT CAN BE
S SRSy ST
TAKEN.....STEPS THAT WILL NOT ONLY HAVE A VISIBLE IMPACT ON
MANY OF QUR ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS, BUT WILL MOST CERTAINLY
WIDEN THE SCOPE OF ACTIVE COMMUNITY AWARENESS TO THIS VERY
W= ——— I

CRITICAL SITUATION NOW CONFRONTING OUR SOCIETY.

T

11} RECOMMEND THAT THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS ESTABLISH
T

THE 19708 AS THE DECADE OF PEOPLE, ENVIRONMENT AND PEACE - THE

e e

"PEP" DECADE lfﬂTENTIRE DECADE DEDICATED TO PEOPLE.....RECOG-
_—d ey

NIZING DIGNITY OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S HUMAN RIGHTS.....AN ENTIRE

o

¥

DECADE SET ASIDE TO CONCENTRATE ON THE BATTLE THAT MUST BE FOUGHT
L et s

AGAINST POLLUTION.....AND A DECADE BORN IN THE FRUSTRATIONS OF WAR

AND DEDICATED TO A PEACE THAT PROVIDES MEANING FOR OUR ULTIMATE

GOAL OF BUILDING TOGETHER IN PEACE A BETTER WORLD FOR TOMORROW.



. WE Swemsb HAVE FOUR
WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE LOCAL LEVEL; WHAT CAN

YOU DO AT THE STATE LEVEL; WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE NATIONAL

LEVEL; AND THEN, OF COURSE, THE FINAL -- WHAT CAN YOU DO
)
AT THE INTERNATIONAL I..EVEL‘ AT THE LOCAL LEVEL IT REQUIRES
e G T

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION, REWARDS AND AWARDS; AT THE STATE

LEVEL IT REQUIRES MSTATE LAW, STRICT AND ﬂmw
T ey T T T S T gt

STATE ENFORCEMENT.

( ’) ZWE SHOULD CALL UPON EVERY LEGISLATURE TO PUT AT THE

TOP OF ITS AGENDA FOR THE LEGISLATIVE SESSION STARTING 1971

THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENE\

( L) AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL WE MUST CALL UPON THE CONGRESS
e mn ST —

TO ESTABLISH STRICT STANDARDS ON ALL FORMS OF POLLUTION.....

STANDARDS THAT WOULD PREVENT THE FAMILIAR ECONOMIC BLACKMAIL
el

WE HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO HERE IN MINNESO'I‘%_\ WHERE A MAJOR

EMPLOYER CASTS ASIDE THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND PUTIS A GUN TO THE

COMMUNITY'S HEAD BY THREATENING TO CLOSE HIS PLANT AND PUT




AWITH FEDE.RAL LEGISLAT105 COMPANIES SUCH AS THIS, WHOSE

fullit (et

/3)
&~ L

(4)

THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE OUT OF WORK IF MADE TO CONFORM TO EVEN

THE MINIMUM POLLUTION ABATEMENT MEASURES FOR AIR AND WATER'

-

INTERESTW IR ANNUAL PROFIT, WOULD -m!

laatn o o aan 4
ANOTHER STATE WHERE POLLUTION REQUIREMENTS

M

M THE CONGRESS SHOULD REVIEW EVERY

LAW REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENT THAT IS NOW ON THE BOOKS.

E

THESE LAWS SHOULD BE UPDATED.....MAKE SURE THE PENALTIES FOR

e 4

POLLUTERS ARE STRONG ENOUGH.....AND EQUALLY IMPORTANT

Tt N ,

SURE THE INCENTIVES TO TAKE CORRECTIVE MEASURES TO STOP
S—— Sr———

PCGLLUTION ARE REALISTIC IN TERMS OF TODAY'S LONG RANGLE COR-

E————————

PORATLE PLANNING.

——

MAKE

A AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL‘ WORKING THROUGH THE
~ Sy

UNITED NATIONS, WE SHOULD NEGOTIATE AND RATIFY TREATIEZES AND

ey 00 0 02020 e

AGREEMENTS TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT, TO ESTABLISH ENFORCEABLE




STANDARDS FOR CLEAN AIR; STANDARDS FOR CLEAN WATER; AND

e

STRICT RULES AND REGULATIONS TO PREVENT CONTAMINATION OF

INTERNATIONAL RIVERS AND THE OCEANS.

A A UNITED NATIONS BOARD OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL
&

SRSTRe——————

SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO SUPERVISE AND MONITOR ALL ENVIRON-

MENTAL CONTROL EFFORTS. Z

z I PROPOSE A COMMUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVIRON-
e T e e T e S T e ST

(5 MENT ~-- A MOBILIZATION OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE EFFORTS OF ALL

e

f AGE GROUPS AND ALL SEGMENTS OF THE SOCIETY.

L WE NOW HAVE AN URBAN COALITION IN OUR MAJOR CITIES,
e i
BUT THE COMMUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT WOULD BE
e —————— S ———
MUCH BROADER AND COULD GO INTO EVERY PART OF THE STATE AND

M T [
BEYOND THE STATE, TO THE NATION.
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(TO COORDINATE ALL OF THE ESSENTIAL EFFORTS IN SUCH
L
A PROGRA%’ I SUGGEST THAT THE STATE ESTABLISH A CITIZENS'
w— eSS N Ty

Kk
ADVISORY BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION.
e - W ey

ATHIS STATE BOARD WOULD WORK WITH SIMILAR BOARDS ORGANIZED IN
VR S e B

EACH COMMUNITY THROUGHOUT MINNESOTA TO ESTABLISH LOCAL
ST

STANDARDS AS WELL AS" PROVIDING GUIDANCE,

INFORMATION AND DIRECTION TO ITS LOCAL CITIZENS AND INDUSTRY o
E——— e

Z THIS IS WHAT WE REALLY MEAN BY "CITIZEN PARTICIPATION" IN THE
e ST e

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRYI< LET'S TAKE POLITICS
W e ]

TO THE PEOPLE -- WHEN I SAY POLITICS, I MEAN THE WHOLE CON-

T ———— -'

CEPT OF PUBLIC POLICY AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION TO THE PEOPLE)

z I PROPOSE A SPECIAL HONORS PROGRAM FOR OUR COMMUNITIES
e S T

WHERE THE STATE OF MINNESOTA WOULD PRESENT AN "E" AWARD FOR

"EXCELLENCE IN ENVIRONMENT".

LIKEWISE, THERE SHOULD BE A REGULAR REPORT ISSUED OUT
= S

OF THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AS TO RESULTS IN BEAUTIFICATION AND
— _-_'
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ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION OF OUR STATE.....THE RESULTS OF WHAT

LOCAL COMMUNITIES ARE DOING IN THEIR PARKS,J AROUND CITY HALL
=TT

AND IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS.....INCLUDING HOW WE ARE CLEANING

UP THE AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARDS, HOW WE'RE CLEANING UP ALONG
)
ROADSTIDES.
ﬂ
A EACH COMMUNITY SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST ONE APPOINTED
OFFICER, VOLUNTARY OR PAID, THAT WOULD SERVE LIKE A LOCAL
AT TS T oy

CONSERVATIONIST OR ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICER.
[N s SSSS ae

IN THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES THERE ARE LOCAL FORESTERS
AND LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS THAT HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR A
PARTICULAR AREA,LWE CAN DO THE SAME THING HERE IN OUR RE-
SPECTIVE CITIES. THIS MAN CAN BE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE LOCAL

CITIZENS' BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION.

‘ WE SHOULD CALL ON EVERY YOUTH ORGANIZATION IN THE M
T T ey 1 S St A pe

STATE TO MAKE IMPROVEMENTS OF THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT THEIR
NUMBER ONE TASK. BOY SCOUTS, BOYS'CLUBS, FUTURE FARMERS AND

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS GIRL GUIDES, CUBS, BLUEBIRDS, ETC.
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I PROPOSE THAT THE RADIO, TELEVISION AER_NEHﬁBﬁBERS i
ey —y

START INCLUDING WITH EACH WEATHER REPORT A DAILY AIR POLLUTION
R — Ep—re Ty
COUNT FOR THEIR PARTICULAR COMMUNITY.

ROM THE

>

o

CQLL y TION
-

#

.~

HESE AIR POLLUTION REPORTS WOULD~PROVIDE AN

ar

nfl
ACCUMULATIVE COUNT OF TOTAL OF MICROGRA&S”ﬁF SOLID MATTER
5

IN THE AIR YOU BREATHE IN PRECE?}NB’EZ HOURS. ALL OF THIS
WOULD BE REPORTED IN RELATIONJ?D{?%% 75 MICROGRAMS WHICH IS THE
ESTABLISHED LEGAL MAXIngfﬂﬁgUAL A;ERAQE. DO THIS ONE LITTLE
THING AND YOU'D SQ@N”SEE AN OTHERWISE APEEHE:;C CITIZENRY
BECOME ACTIVELY CONCERNED WHEN THEY FIND -- Ag“wﬂgx DO IN THE
TWIN GZfIES RIGHT NOW -- THAT THESE DAILY COUNTS OFTEN.RUN

MORE THAN 207% ABOVE THIS LEGAL LIMIT OF 75.

‘ THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION IN THIS STATE --

TOGETHER WITH THE WATER QUALITY LAB IN DULUTH -- SHOULD

S - o




Q.

PROVIDE A WEEKLY PUBLISHED REPORT OF WATER POLLUTION

IN THE LAKES, STREAMS AND RIVERS OF THIS STATE.

F

o
CH AS THIS, WILL BE OF NO
o

# Pl
VALUE/IF THOSE MAKING TH§/5AHTLE ANALYSIS DE}g THEIR FEET,

NOW A WAPER POLLUTION REPORT,

y
HJOE THE FACTS, OR‘ﬁkfow THEMSELVES TO %EJ&NTIMIDATED BY

LITICAL OR INDUSTRIAL.

SPECIAL INTER%?F!E;OUPS -- BE THEY

JUST IMAGINE HOW QUICKLY A REPORT SPCH AS THIS WOULD POINT

ouT NEEDING IMMEDIATE CON RATION ON SUCH CORRECTIVE

MEAS S AS NEW SEWAGE TREATMENT CENTERS. THIS WOULD ALLOW
TO DISCOVER THE PROB AND TAKE REMEDIAL STEPS BEFORE IT

BECOMES TOO LATE.

it
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IF YOU ARE READY AND WILLING TO MﬂkéJT&Iz é%HMITMENT....THEN LET'S
CHANGE FROM RHETORIC TO REALITY....LET US CONCENTRATE ON SOME POS-

ITIVE AND DMMEDIATE STEPS THAT CAN BE TAKEN....STEPS THAT WILL NOT

ONLY HAVE A VISIBLE IMPACT ON MANY OF OUR ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS,

BUT WILL MOST CERTAINLY WIDEN THE SCOPE OF ACTIVE COMMUNITY AWARE-

NESS TO THIS VERY CRITICAI SITUATION NOW CONFRONTING OUR SOCIEIY g

A S s

e

I PROPOSE THAT THE RADIO, TELEVISION AND NEWSPAPERS START INCLUDING
W TS A e e o M

S

WITH EACH WEATHER REPORT A DAILY AIR POLLUTION COUNT FOR THEIR
PARTICULAR COMMUNITY THE INFORMATION CAN BE READILY MADE AVAILABLE
FROM THE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES OR THE CITY AND COUNTY POLLUTION
ABATEMENT BOARDS. THESE AIR POLLUTiON REPORTS WOULD PROVIDE AN
ACCUMULATIVE COUNT OF THE TOTAL OF MICROGRAMS OF SOLID MATTER IN

THE AIR YOU BREATHE IN THE PRECEDING 24 HOURS. ALL OF THIS WOULD BE
REPORTED IN RELATION TO THE 75 MICROGRAMS WHICH IS THE ESTABLISHED
LEGAL MAXIMUM ANNUAL AVERAGE. DO THIS ONE LITTLE THING AND YOU'D
SOON SEE AN OTHERWISE APATHETIC CITIZENRY BLCOME ACTIVELY CONCERNED
WHEN THEY FIND -- AS THEY DO IN THE TWIN CITIES RIGHT NOW --

THAT THESE DAILY COUNTS OFTEN RUN MORE THAN 207 ABOVE THIS LEGAL LIMIT

OF 75. THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION IN THIS STATE -- TOGETHER
o e e A et e e e e b i e 2, et R

WITH THE WATER QUALITY LAB IN DULUTH -- SHOULD PROVIDE A WEEKLY PUB-
e e 7 T R e e S S R S L e el

LISHED REPORT OF WATER POLLUTION IN THE LAKES, STREAMS AND RIVERS OF
THIS STAITL? NOW I REALIZE THAT THIS IS QUITE A FORMIDABLE TASK AT
FIRST THOUGHT. HOWEVER, I AM CONFIDENT THAT SUCH AN ANALYSIS REPORT-
ING SYSTEM COULD BE ESTABLISHED BY USING EXISTING FACILITIES WITHIN

OUR COMMUNITIES AND COUNTIES. NOW A WATER POLLUTION REPORT, SUCH AS
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a7 ? 3
THIS, WILL BE OF NO VALUE IF THOSE MAKING THE SAMPLE ANATLYSIS
DRAG THEIR FEET, HIDE THE FACTS, OR ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE
INTIMIDATED BY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS ==~ BE THEY POLITICAL
OR INDUSTRIAL. JUST IMAGINE HOW QUICKLY A REPORT SUCH AS THIS
WOULD POINT OUT AREAS KEEDING'IHHHDIATE CONCENTRATION ON SUCH
CORRECTIVE MEASURES AS NEW SEWAGE TREATMENT CENTERS. THIS
WOULD ALLOW US TO DISCOVER THE PROBLEM AND TAKE REMEDIAL STEPS
BEFORE IT BECOMES TOO LATE.
LIKEWISE, THERE SHOULD BE A REGULAR REPORT ISSUED OUT OF THE
GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AS TO RESULTS IN BEAUTIFICATIONIOF OUR STATE..

«+.THE RESULTS OF WHAT LOCAL COMMUNITIES ARE DOING IN THEIR
S — e e e, iyt [T T

PARKS, AROUND CITY HALL AND IN THE NEIGHBORHOODS.-...%NCLUDING
‘-——-———————————

HOW WE ARE CLEANING UP THE AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARDS HOW WE'RE
h——#

CLEANING UP ALONG ROADSIDES'

I PROPOSE A SPECIAL HONORS PROGRAM FOR OUR COMMUNITIES WHERE THE
e R e e B e e e A Ay el

STATE OF MINNESOTA WOULD PRESENT AN "E" AWARD FOR "EXCELLENCE IN
R s e T e R e e e i £ Ly A TR

TO COORDINATE ALL OF THE ESSENTIAL EFFORTS IN SUCH

ENVIRONMENT'
mm———s AT
W SUGGEST THAT THE STATE ESTABLISH A CITIZENS
R ————

ADVISORY BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION AND RECREATION g
w__—

perTm Ry

THIS STATE BOARD WOULD WORK WITH SIMILAR BOARDS ORGANIZED IN EACH
S e —

COMMUNITY THROUGHOUT MINNESOTA TO ESTABLISH LOCAL STANDARDS OF

CONFORMANCE AS WELL AS PROVIDING GUIDANCE, INFORMATION AND DIR-

ECTION TO ITS LOCAL CITIZENS AND INDUSTRY& THIS IS WHAT WE REALIY

T

MEAN BY "CITIZEN PARTICIPATION" IN THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LIFE OF

THE COUNTKY. LET'S TAKE POLITICS TO THE PEOPLE -- WHEN I SAY

POLITICS, I MEAN THE WHOLE CONCEPT OF PUBLIC POLICY AND ITS

IMPLEMENTATION TO THE PEOPLE. J

Lo,



ﬁ ‘PEI”DEC&DE.. AN ENTIRE DECADE DEDICATED T0O PECPLE....RECOGNIZING
s =

&'
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),EACH COMMUNLITY SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST ONE APPOINTED OFFICER' __—
m

VOLUNIARY QR D470, THAT WOULD SERVE_LIKE A LOCAL CONSERVATIONIST @e
R R ey e e O
RS

COUNTRIES THERE ARE LOCAL FORESTERS AND LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS

X ’, IN THE EUROPEAN

THAT HAVE KESPONSIBILITY FOR A PARTICULAR AREA. WE CAN DO THE
SAME THING HERE, IN OUR RESPECTIVE CITIES. THIS MAN CAN BE THE

CHAIRMAN OF THE LOCAL CITIZENS'BOARD ON ENVIRONMENT, CONSERVATION

f—

AND RECREATION.

WE SHOULD CALL ON EVERY YOUTH ORGANIZATION IN THE STATE TO MAKE
e e

IMPROVEMERTS OF TIHE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT THEIR NUMBER ONE TASK.
L = e s s i

BOY SCOUTS, BOYS' CLUBS, FUTURE FARMERS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

W’ BLUEBIRDS, EI %A—O—

L =1
COIMUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVIRONMEN] emiiiiimitvoineess O}
M

MOBILIZATION OF PUBLIC ARND PRIVATE

ALL SEGMENTS GF I'HE SOCIETY WE NOW HAVE AN URBAN COALITION IN

OUR MAJCR CITIES, BUT THE COMMUNITY COALITION FOR A CLEAN ENVIKON-
MENT WOULD Bi MUCH BRCGADER AND COULD GO INTO EVERY PART OF THE
STATE AND BEY0WD THE STATE, TO THE NATION. |

Yhat =
‘I MIHE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS W@ ESTABLIGH

THE 1970s AS THE DECADE OF PEOPLmIRONMENT AND PEACE - THE
e e O S e e e o G s i i T

DIGNITY OF THE IWDIVIDUAL'S HUMAN RIGHTS..... AN ENTIRE DECADE 3ET
T e e LS Rl S s s

ASIDE IO CONCENTRATE 09 THE BATILE THAT MUST BE FOUCHT AGAINSY

PCGLLUTICN....AND A DECADE BORK I THE FTRUSTRATIONS OF WAR AND
W
DEDICATED TG A FEACE THAT PROVIDES MEANING FOR OUR ULTIMATE GOAL
e e e e B T ey e e e St LR X S S S e i M

0¥ BUILDING TOGETHLR IN PEACE A BETTER WORLD FGR TOHORROW. \

e e e eyt et e e S
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L ENVIRONMENTAL

THESE ARE A FEW CF THZ THINGS. WE SEOULD HAVE FOUR LEVELS -—-

WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE LOCAL LEVEL; WHAT CAN YQU DO AT THE STATE
ey e

LEVEL; WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL; AND THEN, OF

[ T

COURSE, THE FINAL —- WHAT CAN YOU DO AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL.

AT THE LOCAL LEVEL IT REQUIRES CITIZEN PARTICIPATION, REWARDS AND

AWARDS; AT THE STATE LEVEL IT REQUIRES EFFECTIVE STATE LAW,

MEANINGF ! MENT . @ WE :
STRICT AND MEANINGFUL STATE ENFORCEMENT ( WE SHOULD CALL UPON

EVERY LEGISLATURE TO PUT AT THE TOP OF ITS AGENDA FOR THE LEGIS-

T

LATIVE SESSION STARTING 1971 THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PHYSICAL

ENVIRONMENT. #fAT THE NATIONAL LEVEL WE MUST CALL UPON THE CONGRESS
———— A _S— J——

TO ESTABLISH STRICT STANDARDS ON ALL FORMS OF POLLUTION......s.

STANDARDS THAT WOULD PREVENT THE FAMILTAR ECONOMIC BLACKMAIL WE

HAVE BEEN EXPOSED TO HERE IN MINNESOTA, WHERE A MAJOR EMPLOYER
CASTS ASIDE THE PUBLIC INTEREST AND PUTS A GUN TO THE COMMUNITY'S
HEAD BY THREATENING TO CLCSE HIS PLANT AND PUT THOUSANDS OF PEOPLY
OUT OF WORK IF MADE TO CONFORM TO EVEN THE MINIMUM POLLUTION
ABATEMENT MEASURES FOR AIR AND WATER. WITH FEDERAL LEGISLATION
COMPANIES SUCH AS THIS, WHOSE ONLY INTEREST IS THEIR ANNUAL PROFIT,

WOULD BE PROHIBITED FROM MOVING TO ANOTHER STATE WHERE POLLUTION

REQUIREMENTS -- WITHOUT THE NECESSARY ACTION BY THE CONGRESS -—-

a0
MIGHT OTHERWISE NOT EXIST.‘!HT THE SAME TIME THE CONGRESS
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REVIEW EVERY LAW REGARDING THE ENVIRONMENT THAT IS NOW ON THE BOOKS.
Emems R e
THESE LAWS SHOULD BE UPDATED.....MAKE SURE THE PENALTIES FOR
L eESeums ——
|
POLLUTERS ARE STRONG ENOUGH..... AND EQUALLY IMPORTANT, MAKE SURE
e = L T ot

| THE INCENTIVES TO TAKE CORRECTIVE MEASURES TO STOP POLLUTION ARE

REALISTIC IN TERMS OF TODAY'S LONG RANGE CORPORATE PLANNING.,
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SUGGESTIONS FOR CLOQUET SPEECH

Just as we have a daily weather report, we should also have a
daily pollution report - pollution of the air - and at least once a
week from the Department of Conservation in the state, or from the
Water Quality lab in Duluth, we should have a report on water
pollution in our Minnesota lakes, or at least a sampling of those
lakes. Likewise, there should be a regular report issued out of the
Governor's office as to results in beautification of our state, the
results of what local communities are doing and their parks, around
City Hall and in the neighborhoods, including how we are cleaning up
the automobile graveyards, how we're cleaning up along roadsides and
there should be a special program of honors for the comnunities, I
would propose that the State of Minnesota offer an 'E' Award for
Excellence in Environment for the localities that live up to certain
standards. There should be set up in this state a Citizen's Advisory
Board on Environment, Conservation and Recreation., We should propose
that each community have its own Environment, Conservation and
Recreation Board and establish its own local standards to make its own
local awards and give guidance and direction. This is what we really
mean by ‘citizen participation' in the political and social life of the
country. Let's take politics to the people - when I say politics, I mean
the whole concept of public policy and its implementation to the people.

Each community should have at least one appointed officer, either
voluntary or paid, that would serve like a local conservationist or in

this instance, an environmental officer. In the European countries there
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are local foresters and local conservitfonists that have respons-
ibility for a particular area., We can do the same thing here, in

our respective cities, This man can be the chairman of a Citizens'
Board on Environment, Conservation and Recreation. We should call

on every youth organization in the state to make improvements of the
physical environment their number one task. Boy Scouts, Boys' Clubs,
Future Farmers, and other organizations such as Girl Scouts, Cubs,
Bluebirds, etc. What we need is a community coalition for a clean
environment, This would be a mobilization of public and private
efforts of all age groups and all segments of the society. We now
have what we cann an Urban Coalition in our major éities, but the
community coalition for a clean environment would be much broader
and could go into every part of the state and nation., We should call
upon the President and the Congress to establish by either Executive
Order or Congressional Resolution the 1970s as the decade of people,
environment and peace - the PEP decade - or something similar such as
decade of environmental control, or improvement of environment,

We should also take the lead in the United Nations for worldwide
treaties on environment control, setting up the UN Board of
Environmental Control to supervise and monitor all environmental con-
trol efforts, George spoke on this and it's in the recent
edition of the Foreign Affairs Quarterly - let's get it,

These are a few of the things, We should have three levels -
what can you do at the local level; what can you do at the state level;
what can you do at the national level; and then, of course, the final -
what can you do at the international level - so this would be four

things. At the local level it requires citizen participation, rewards,
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awards; at the state level it requires;state Taﬁ, effective state
administration - all states without proper legislation or without the
authority and resources to do the jobssWe should call upon every
legislature to put at the top of its agenda for the legislative
session starting 1971 the improvement of the physical environment and
we should make very sure that the same is done in Congress to review
every law and make sure that the penalties are strong enough and the
incentives are likewise good enough - incentives to control pollution.
We should also make very clear that our present concern about the
physical environment does not become an escape for doing the things
that need to be done about total environment., I speak of the housing
of our people, the noise and congestion of our cities, of the country-
side that needs to be beautified and cleaned up, of the education and
health of our people; because the physical environment of water and
air is only part of the environment in which man lives. He also lives
in buildings; he lives in schools; his mind can be polluted as well
as the air that he breathes, His health can be polluted by inadequate

food and lack of proper medical attention, etc.




REMARKS OF HHH at Cloquet, Minnesota M
Environmental Symposium, April 6, 1970

. ()
HHH: Sue, I can't properly thank;yéu‘féruyour generous intro-
duction. 1I've said that if a man is going to be introduced,

he ought to be introduced by a friend, because truth never
stands in the way of a good introduction when a friend talks
about you. And Sue has overdone it. But I'm grateful. After
you've been Vice President, and almost got elected President,
Sue, you have ¥# no idea how good it feels to hear somebody

brag on you like you did on me.

I also want to thank both Sue and Rick Hagen and others
that have been so very active in making this program possible,
and your own John Ricotta(?) who has put so much effort into
this program as the Adwvisor. I was met at the airport by a
wonderful delegation; I was recruited for the hockey team by
Bill Kennedy. I was given a royal good Democratic welcome
by Floyd Roody (?), and I was embraced, almost, by both Sueand
Nancy Gibbons, so that I can tell you that it's been a wonder-
ful morning.

The last time I was here it's been indicated was on the
occasion of the dedication of ¥M¢g this wonderful school. And,
by the way, I have been your public relations officer ever since.
I've been from one end of this country to another and telling
people about the amazing, wonderful school system in Cloquet,
and particularly this Senior High School, because I remember so
well, I believe it was May 23rd, that I was here with you. And
I want to express again my thanks for the reception you gave me.
And I recall that I wasm introduced on that occasxion by Nancy
Gibbons, and I want you § to know, Nancy, you're the prettiest

president I've everx met in my life, president of the student
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council, but it only proves that women tan be presidents, and

you never can tell what's going to happen around this country.
Now Sue has said that my life was sort of like a scare. Well,
Sue, I want you to know I've been runnin' scared ever since I
got started. And today I'd be very - I'd be less than honest
if I didn't tell you that I'm just A€ about as nervous as I've
ever been for any speech. People always say to me "Do you ever
get nervous? Do you ever get butterflies? Do you ever get feel-
ing all jittery?" Yes, I do. I hope that I always will, because
that makes you want to do better. 1It's sort of like asking an
older fellow if he ever gets excited when he sees a pretty girl.
B8 Of course. THat's why I took my stand for mini skirts against
those new midis that they've got out lately.

Now I want to get right down to business because this is
a busy day for you, and we're here on very important business.
We're here on the business of your future. And that includes
the overwhelming majority of this audience. I am talking to
a group of young people to whom the year 2000 is just around
the corner. Now as far as I am myself personally concerned,
I - I'm X3K looking to the year 2000, but I can't bet onz it,
even though I've got a couple of bottles of Geritol stashed
away, and I take a few exercises and so forth, but at least
85% of Y@#4 this audience will be alive and in the prime of
life at the year 2000.

Now some scientists tell us that by the year 2000, unless
we change our ways, that will be the beginning of the end. And
I have to tell you quite candidly that other civilizations have

disappexared. So don't think that ours is eternal, necessarily.



And I have to tell you as a student and as a teacherx, and I
of human life
am now a teacher, that all forms/have disappeared from this
earth before. So you have to be quite objective about it,
realistic. I'm not a negativist. I don't believe in just
downgrading people and whining and worrying. But I do believe
in BEXXXXKEXX being a realist, facing up to the challenges,
facing up to the problems that we have, facing up to the
difficulties, and seizing upon those difficulties and problems
and making them challenges and opportunities. And that's what
I'd like to do here today. And I say to the parents that are
here, that we've got to do our job. These young people out
here not permitted by law to exercise the ballot. Z¥d I hap-
pen to be one that believes they ought to exercise it and
have the right to vote at age 18 and I strongly support it.
Because their lives are involved in these political decisions.
But we don't have that yet. We don't have the franchise at
age 18, or 19, the right to votes. So those that are age
21 and over, and particularly parents, we've got some hard
thinking to do about the kind of a world we want to live in.
Now what happened recently is ¥HZ¥ a whole new awareness about
what we call ecology, this delicate balance in nature, which
God Almighty, or Divine Providence, or nature put together for
us, and what we as human BEXX beings have been doing about it.
And we've been interrupting this balance ever smrs® since man
put foot on earth. We often talk about Minnesota, the land
of ten thousand lakes and the sky blue water. Now I ask you
very frankly, how many lakes have sky blue water today. We've
talked about our beautiful rivers and our virgin forests and

we've had a hard battle even preserving some of those forests.



Thank goodness and since the days of Theodore Roosevelt and
others, early pioneers in conservation, we've done a better
job in reforestation. We've talked about a great rolling
prairies, our magnificent fields, America the beautiful.

And for years we let our land erode and corrode. Thank good-
ness during thedays of the Depression we learned something
about it and we've done something about soil conservation.

But the big problem today is not just the land or the water

or the air, but it'fs people. And I want to talk to you k
now about what I hope is not going to be just a passing fancy,
a fad, because we Americans get, you know, we get with things,
we get all heated up about it and then we drop them. Yes-
terdays news is no news. And we are always trying to find
something new to grab a hold of, rather than finishing the
job. I read someplace that a success is a man who wished

to succeed and worked; A failure is a man who wanted to
succeed and just wished. Now I don't want to stand here this
morning and wish with you that we had a better world. I want
to work at it. And I want you to wolrk at it. How many of
you remember the fads of the Freedom Riders in Appalachia,

and the ;;EK-ins and the Freedom March and all the things that
we were doing ## here as students about ten years ago, in the
early 60's for the Civil Rights movement? And now we find
that the job is/ggze, but a lot of that's just forgotten. And
then ®x there are - this new sudden recognition of our ecological

concerns may cause us to forget or even ignore or neglect the

pursuit of the other critical areas of human environment, because

environment is not just the air/%EaBreathe, the water that we



drink or the land that we touch; it'é‘ﬁhe}e'Wéxiive, our
neighborhoods, our cities, the environment of violence in

this country, and crime, and lawlessness, theproblems of

ERXXX unemployment and an unstable economy, the problems

of race relations which surely provide an environment in
America, and not too healthy a one at this moment, and

the problems of the arms race, the increasing international
tension under which these young men and women live every

day, every day of their lives. Every morning they hear

the news, and every day they see/ the daily press, every

day we get the news flash, and what is it? Well this morning
A/¥E#d/ the first thing on the Today show I heard was about
four police officers being shot in cold blood - that was the
first announcement. Then I heard about the Israelis sAf

and the Arabs; then I heard about - somethi?g about Cambodia
and Laos and Vietnam; and then I heard they/gzt trouble in

the Kremlin. And it's day after day after day after day,

just nipping at us. That's environment,/zgsironment of
tension,/zgiironment of noise if you live in the city, the
environment of congestion. Let me give you an example.
Harlem, New York. Everybody hears about Harlem;we don't do
much about it, but we hear about it. The population density
in Harlem is so big and so intense and dense that if all the -
if the other four bomroughs, that is the other four regions of
New York City had the same density of population as Harlem, you
could put all two hundred million Amerimcans in the other four

borroughs of New York. Now ladies and gentlemen, one block in

Harlem has more people, has more people than many a county in

Minnesota, one apartment house. When I was camapaigning for the



Presidency, I went into Brooklyn and I talked out in front
of an apartment house and there were 22,000 people, 22,000
people in one housing comp}ex. Well, now, I grew up in a
community that had l0,000JlEhe whole town. And I lived in
a little place called Waverly and we've got 400 now. But
imagine that.

Well/these, you see, these are some of the concerns
that I speak of when I speak of environment. And I want
my young friends out here to know that every one of these
problems is with us, but I want kx you to know wms something
else. I'm not here to give you a message of doom and gloom.
We can do something aboutthis. I don't think you inspire
people to succeed by pointing out failures. I think the
only reason that we ought to list d;;; our problems is to
be aware of them, and then to marshal the resources to do
something about them. And we have the resources. We've
made amazing progress in the last decade, with all of our
problems. 2:And don't give up. And don't let anybody sell
you a bill of goods that this country can't do what it wants
to do. But I'll tell you what it takes. It takes the same
kind of attituX¥de that made this country a great country
and zxEEX can make it ever greater. You have to pledge your
lives and if need be, your fortuntes, and your sacred honor.
That's the way it started out in this country, not a halfway
pledge, not just sort of doing it. There's just no room for
just halfway efforts HK¥EK&E anymore. We have to get in there

and pitch. Now scientists tell us that unless we do, and I'm

not sure about all of this - I just give you what they say -
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and you can read it - and I want ydﬁ ﬁo read in depth, young
friends. It's exciting reading, by the way, this business

on environment, on population, on ecology. I'll bet most of
us never heard the word "ecology" until the last two or three
years. Now it's everyplace, and what it just means "balance
in the forces of nature", delicate balance, just like you
need balance in the forces amongst the nations of the world,
EXd balance in your own personality, so that you're not hung
up one day and dragging around the next day, and tearing your-
self apart.

What are some of the facts that we face? as a nationa,
just our country - and remember that everything I talk about
has to be put in dimensions of the world. Because after all,
we're just a - the world's getting smaller every day. And
every - there's nothing lost - there's no energy ever lost;
it'sjust transformed. Remember that thereis no energy ever
lost, that while you may use it in electrical energy, or a
fire, or in decomposition that that force of energy is still
here, but it may be in different form®. So what happens in
India affects us and what happens to us affects India. And
your degree of pollution is related directly to the number of
people and your standard of living. We pollute, per person,
in the United States, more than any other people in the world,
because we have more. Now we can say - we can go around and
say"well there are eight hundred and fifty million Chinese.
Look what they're doing to the world." Or "There are five
hundred million people in India, look what they're doing to
the world." They're not doing much. They don't have EUAY

many beer cans. They don't have many milk cartons. They
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don't drive many automobiles. No;”éé ;Imatter of fact, A-
mericans are the -- each American, each American today has
energy available to him, each person, equivalent to five
hundred slaves. THat's a figure to remember; each one of
us has energy equivalent to five hundred slaves. And in the
last fifty years, the amount of energy available to us, by
machines and electricity has increased three hundred ¥YE&X
per cent. And we're just using it up. 6% of the world's
population consuming 40% of the world's goods. And lots of
it we waste. Each year two hundred million tons, two hundred
million tons of smoke and fumes are spewed out in the United
States in the atmosphere. Everytime I go to Wold Chamberlain
Airport and see when those jets take off, I'm reminded of what
they're doing to us. A hundred and five tons perday in ¥Hh¢g
District of Columbia, Washington, D.C. Ffshhieuw, out comes
the fumes, and by the way, not necessari)Yy at all. They can
put an adaptor on those engines and take out ninety percent
of it. Costs a little bit. I've been on the back of the
Federal K¥&XX Aviation Administration for months. If they
were half as concerned about that as they are these air traffic
controllers, we'd have both things worked out. Get on their
aren't ing
back; wm write them a létter and say why dgf)¥ you do/something
about it. Because it's technically, engineeringly feasible.
Internal combustion engine - that's your car. 60% of
all the air pollution. Listen, I was in Phoenix, Arizona,
the other day - I was there ten years ago and it was just
beautiful. Now it's a - it's smog all over the place. I
went into Mexico City ten days ago. I was in Mexico City just

three years ago, and the air was reasonably clean. I was there
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eight years ago and itwas as clean és could be. Today you
choke to death. Mexico City is a health hazard. I was

in Tokyo in October. It's become critical. And something
can be done about it. Because you -may recall that in London
back in the early 50's they had a number of deaths out of air
pollution, and the London government,/ggsernment of Britain
ordered no more coal to be burned, ordered no more trash to
be burned, and they enforced the law, and they reduced the
air pollution by over 75%. And today London has purer and
cleaner air than any city in the United States. For better
than 25 years, young friends, not a fish was ever caught in
the Thames River in London, destroyed by industrial pollutants.
This year fish came back into the river.

St. Louis River could be on e of the most beautiful rivers
in Minnesota; it's polluted. And we've got to do’something about
it.Now/ we're all responsible. Dont' go around/ggiiting the
finger at somebody. We could make a great recreation area out
of this and make it worth while forﬁéénerations yet unborn.

Well there are all kinds of pollution: smog, oxidants, -

let me give you an example. Recent studies show that smog out
in California is killing a hundred thousand acres of Ponderosa
and Jeffrey pine trees in San Bernadino AAd Naional Forest near
Los Angeles every year, ruinging a whole area of our natural
environment. Air pollution is a serious threat as we know to
health. Our waters are being polluted by sewage and chemicals
and thermal pollution. And now with radioisotopes/ from nuclear

power plants. Fish kills because of chemical,sewage and thermal

wastes have become numerous. I want young Americans in this
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audience to go around this beautiful stéﬁe'énd see what's
happened to our lakes, see the green , the algae, the weeds,
and ask why, why, why, why? And there are reasons for it.

Mind you, mark your words, ten years ago that wasn't the case.
I live out by a little lake called Lake Waverly. Ten years
ago, you could drink water out of that lake, direct our of

the lake. Within the last three years, it's been so close

to permanent pollution, that no one would dare touch it, and

it is a pile of weed and algae and green covered unless we
treat it year after year and what we're treating it with maybe
BE/MAXELAZE hurts it more XKXXK than what was in it. Now

why? Do you want every lake in Minnesota like this? Of course
you don't. And you're going ¥¢@ to have to see that something's
done about it.

Now pollution from radioisotopes which is exactly what
they're talking about in the Minnesota rivers today from nuclear
power plants can kill off all marine life. Now our oceans are
in jeopardy. And you wouldn'-t think that the oceans could get
in trouble. I have traveled to every continent; I've been in
52 of the countries of the world; I have traveled by plane #A@d/
since 1964 over one million miles; and I hve gone by ocean ves-
sel; I've been in submarines; and I have seen what's happening
to the ocean waters¥=and what's happening over the ocean -
you can fly over that vast expanse of the Pacific and theAtlantic
an d there's a belt of smog all the way across the Atlantic and
all the way across the Pacific. Looking right down you see it.
They've become dumping grounds, these oceans, for garbage and

the scientists now estimate that in another fifty years the

oceans will be totally polluted, totally polluted, and washing
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their waste into the estuaries along our coastlines.

And what about our subsurface water, that's where you're
going to get your well water, lots of water in REEXXXXH America
comes from wells. Industry is dumping toxic waste deep down
in these wells by injection, andwe're now finding out that
brine waste injected deep in the waters in Canada have already
erupted in Michigan. In Texas, sweet wells, good clean water
wells, HK¥E have been poisoned and sewer lines have broken
under high pressure of waste that's been injected into under-
ground channels. So you see that we have some problems.

Pesticides, DDT, 245T, 24D, these are pesticides and
herbicides. These pesticides - we find from about 800 to
a thousand people/gzih year from them, and 80 to 90 thousand
are seriously injured each year. 1In some instances farm
workers have been killed instantly by just a few drops of
deadly chemicals that are used to so-called protect plant
life, as they take human 1life.

Now what about the upper atmosphere? Everybody has said
"Well, if we can just,"you know, you always say" well, if we
can just get a good wind storm, we can just blow it out." You
know, "Get it away from us," you know. Just blow it out. Well
the trouble is that it only goes up so far. For a while people
thought that if you could just get it up high enough it'd get
all out into space and there was sure a lot of room out there.
But the fact of the matter is, that we found that it doesns't
go out into space, that there is a belt around this globe, and

it just packs up, a bXelt about twelve miles up, and about
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8 of those 12 miles are being filled right now, and we're
filling it at a rate in ten years faster than the previous
thousand. Pretty fast. We do things in a hurry now.
Now we've been collecting a belt of radioactive material,
and that's one of the reasons we stopped the nuclear tests.
The deadly strontium 90. And that's one of the great pol-
lution controls - P@YY¥¥igy control devices or control agree-
ments that we've had - the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963.
No longer do nations test in the atmosphere, except the
Chinese and the French. But they're testing. And every
time they test, your life is shortened. And Xremember that
you live in what we calle the Northern Belt, and the Northern
Belt has a movement of air that brings the Strontium 90, the
radioactive particles from any test in any part of the Northern
Hemisphere right smack bang into Minnesota, and into Montana,
all across the United States of America. The only part of
the globethat has any protection at all is in the deep South
in what we call the Southern Zone.

Now what's the answer to a lot of this? WEll we know
& now that we've got ¥g someproblems. WEll we've taken some
steps. I said the treaty on Nuclear Test Ban. And just 2
years ago, we signed what we call a Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty, to prevent other nations from starting to test and
building their own weapons. But we've been designing laws
and regulations for a long time and if you just give me now -
I'm just going to be Professor Humphrey here for a while.
Let me just tell you a little bit about the background here.

The first major Federal Water Pollution Control Act was passed
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in 1899, the Rivers and Harbors Act. It was designed to

clean up the refuse in the New York harbor. And under that
Act a number of court cases had been taken, 400 court cases

as a matter of fact, were filed under this act up to the
present time. They even filed an Act/?gwgey Biscayne Bay.

I don't know @ if that's because the President's down there
occasionally, but they got a - they have a suitem down there

on thermal pollution, putting hot waters into the waters of
the Bay and killing off the fish life. Now this act was up-
held in 1966 in & the court case Standard 0il Versus the United
States, which prevented o0il from being pushed into these bays.
Now listen what the pen alty was though - $250. Do you think
Standard 0il could afford it? Now they raised that penalty

to $2,500. Now that isn't a good tip for an annual conference
for a big major company, much less a penalty.

Then there was the 0il Control - Pollution -- 0il Pollu-
tion Control Act of 1924. And it provided penalties of $2,500
Oor imprisonment up to a year for dumping oil into the navigable
waters of the United States. Very XKE¥ ineffective laws.

And in 1948, now we're getting up to this century - the
first important Federal Water Pollution Control Act was intro-
duced, and it provided for the development of sewage disposal

something
plants. Now I must tell this young gudience/that youmay not
know. The sewage disposal plants ;;;;hyou have today and that
you read about take care of organic waste, do not take care of
chemical waste. And the greatest threat to life today is found
out to be by the microbiologist, not organic waste, but chemical

industrial
/waste. And we do not have yet -- we have not yet developed the
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kind of treatment facilities forhchemical industrial, non-organic
waste that really works. Now I met about a month ago with Dr.
Rene Dubau(?), who is the world's leading microbiologist at
Rockefeller University in New York City. He is a Nobel Prize
winner; he is consisidered to be the world's foremost expert.

And he told me that the plants that we're presently designX¥ing,
while they're important and while we must have them and we can't
just neglect putting them in, that those plants were actually
engineered, as far as their technology is concerned long before
the so-called detergent that you ladies like to use came into
being. They're for organic waste. And we're having problems
today when you want to get that shirt a little whiter, you
know, you look at those ads, "How come your shirt - John says
my shirts are gray," and "Fred says my shirts - his shirts

are whiter than Johnk." And then we get out two new cans of
stuff that we start pouring around in those washing machines
and I want to warn you, important as they are, you may very
well have to make a determination sometime along the line of
whether you think it's more important to have a whiter shirt
than the fellow next door, or whether we all settle for some-
thing just a little bit less. Because the simple fact of the
matter is today that many of these detergents are polluting

the streams, polluting the water supply, and cannot be handled
by the modern sanitation system. That's a fact ¥X¥ that these
young people are going to face and let me tell you XKHKK that

no one would have talked to you like this five years ago. But
it's in the last five to ten years that this has happened.

And I predict to these young men and women in this audience and
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I'm interested in them. After all I'm - those of us that

get over 50 years of age are living on borrowed time anyway.

Good deal - I want to borrow about another forty years of

it, but - the fact of the matter is this world belongs to

the young. I think that we simply have to face up to our-

selves - what we're doing to their environment. Now a

very distinguished Minnesotan was the first man to introduce

major legislation relating to water pollution control and

that was in 1956. And of course prophets go without honor

in their own country. But let it just be a matter of record,
pollution control

that the first man who introduced major/legislation and took

a beating for it because theywere looked upon as zealots and

lunatics and radicals. There wasn't much support. I remember

full well - was the congressman from this district, John Blatnik.

He was the author of the major, basic piece of legislation that

offers any hope for water pollution control. It provided grants

to help local communities build sewage disposal plants. Then

in 1961 the same Congressman introduced another bill to propose

a Federal Water Pollution Control Administration, a separate

Federal administration that would exercise strict control with

strict standards, and by the way that Administration was to

affect not only interstate water but intra - intra - within

the state, 26,000 bodies of fresh water in the United States.

And of those only 4,000 are interstate. ©So if you're gahg to

control water pollution you've got to control them right in the

state.

And by the way, young friends, why don't you ask your

county commissioners here, and why don't you ask your state
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legislators and why don't you ask your Governor and why

don't you ask everybody else why it is we're letting raw

sewage run from homes along lakeshores ﬁ;ﬁ lakes. They

have no right to do this. This water belongs to everybody.
What would you think if somebody came up and decided to

empty their toilet in your front yard? I'll tell you that
right away the local police would be on them. WEll let me

tell you every X&8K lake in this state is part of your front
yard. These lakes are not owned by anybody but you. The air
that you breathe is owned by you. And when people start pol-
luting the air, polluting the rivers, dumping their sewage into
the lakes, into the rivers, spewingﬁiheir smokes and fumes into
the atmosphere, what XKEX¥ they're really doing is taking a
great big garbage truck and just driving it right up in your
house and dumping it. And if they did that, somebody would
say, "Well look at that person." Particularly if you were young
andyou did that. They'd say "There's those young militant rad-
icals again." Well let me tell you there are a lot of old
fuddle-duddle radicals too that are going around here.

Well we've been doing a good deal now in these - we've
established a water lab up XHX in Duluth; we've got a new
Federal Water Pollution Control Act of '65; (I'm just going to
mention these things quickly because I want you to look into
them - and I'm going to sent you some material on them.)

- a little bit about

But now let's talk aK little bit about/air pollution.

We never even got at & it @dgtil 1965. And the automobile in-

dustry X& came down to Washington - if you talk about lobbying,

Iwas there, and they said "We cannot have this forced legislation
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upon us, to compel us to put on pollution control devices. I
was taken out - I remember when I was Vice President, they in-
vited me out to a laboratory to tell me how difficult it was
to develop a device. And theysaid "You know what it'¥wZll do,
don't you, Mr. Humphrey,/ if you forcedus - they looked me
right there with their blood—shot/zﬁgsmy pretty little blue
ones - they looked right at ;z, and I remember going through
that laboratory, and they said "You know what it's gangto mean
don't H&EMEXX you, Mr. Humphrey, it's going to raise the price
of a car from twenty-five to forty dollars." Heh, they didn't
let XKK#X that bother them at all recently. I've seen car prices
go up and I don't hold it against anybody, but what a lousey
argument. Letme tell this young audience, you stand behind
one of these major big buses, and breathe in one big belch
of that smoke #@d that comes out of there and that's equivalent
to a hundred cartons of cigarettes. And you ought not to be
smoking cigarettes either, if you got any sense. Did you look
at the television last night to see what's going on? Incontro-
vertable evidence - incontrovertable evidence. Now I've got
kids - I know - they smoke. It doesn't do me much good. But when
I hear people say that all you've got to do is make people aware
of the danger and they'll do something about it, I say "Oh yah!
The odds are that if you persist in smoking you will have a better
chance of getting cancer of the lung and emphysema by a factor
of about a hundred to one. Now you know that. ?gwdon't think
it's going to stop you right #K off the bat because after you've

been told that by the best doctors in the world and they got ads

on the TV now that just really shake you up. Last night they
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even took lungs out to show people what was happening. Of
course Iwant you to know I've been guilty of all these sins.
I dont want you young folks to think that I'm a paragon of
virtue. As a matter of fact I smoked like a smokestack until
I saw one of those ads one time and got to feeling a little
lousey. And I'll tell you, I know it is going to extend my
life ten years. Some people are not happy about that, butI -
Well, you know, my wife ghgé/g4id would have said there, my
son would have said"there goes Dad on his weekly sermon, you
know! I haven't saved a soul yet on that one, so I guess I
better shut up.

Well, the Clean Air Act of 1965. Now we now know, don't
we, that we can put devices on automobiles to remove a large
amount of the pollution. We know something else too, XKHX
that we can develop a low combustion engine. And we can de-
velop gasoline that is not leaded. Leaded gasoline just as
well go on out and eat strychnine. And I'm a pharmacist.
Strychnine'fs not healthy for you. But we've been going around
for years saying that if you just had leaded gasoline - XXEK
takes the knock out of the engine and knocks you out - that -
they didn't get the other sentence gyd#¥ on there. Because ¥
you breathe that and there is - it's accumulative, like arsenic.
NEXEEXXKX Never leaves you. Just gets in your lungs and stays
right there, and starts gnawing at ¥@¥ them just like an acid.
Now we found that out now, kept it out of the public domain for
a long time.

"Well,

Well you might say/if everybody knows all this, why haven't

we done something more about it?" Well mainly because we've let



_19_

things happen before we did anything about the pollution. An
example that I've just given you. We told the automobile in-
dustry to develop these devices to control pollution as practical
and as soon as practical and feasible. And they never found the
time to do g4 it. Now I happen to know that after one solid
year of controversy with the FAA, as I was telling you, the
Federal Aviation Administration, that we now have engines for
jets that take out 90% of the smoke, of the fumes, of all the
carbon that you see spewing out over this country. In the city
of Washington, D.C., the average increase in cost per household,
because of pollution from air traffic, is $200 per year, for
cleaning, for the wear and tear on drapes, on clothing, on fur-
niture, and much of it is just like an acid, that eats right
into you and the fabrics. Now if I were to tell that same
group of people at Washington that they have to increase their
taxes by $20 a year in order to control air pollution, they'd
say get rid of that big spender, that tax - that fellow that
wants to tax us. You're being taxed every day, every day that
your life is shortened you're being taxed. Every day-sickness
is the greatest tax on a human being there is, sickness, and the
rise in the rate of emphysema and the rise in the rate of lung
cancer in this country is more costly than any single item in
the Federal budget,save the defense budget. Takes the - on
working hours. Just put it down, per hour, the number of hours
lost.

Well, now the state of Minnesota, has got a big row on
with the Federal Government right now, and I want you toknow

that despite the fact that I've been with that Federal Govern-
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ment YigH¥/Ag¥ for a long time, I think our state is right.

The state is involved in a pollution controversy relating

to the discharge of radioisotopes in Minnesota's state waters

by nuclear power plants. And they're arguing with the Federal

AEC, Atomic Energy Commission, as to which standards ought to

prevail. And because our state took the initiative, because

our pollution control agency in this state took the initiative,

the entire structure of Federal standards today is being reviewed

because somebody cared, because somebody blew the whistle. And

Iwant to remind this young audience that the standards that we

;Z;eimposed for atomic energy, disposal of atomic energy waste

were standards that were arrived at 20 years ago, and have little

or no relevancy to modern needs and modern atomic science. And
other have now ed

fortunately, because seventeen gf/fH€ states did/¥g¥ join/with

us, we're on theway to doing something about it. Now it's easy

EdY to look for a lot of villains in thisatomic, in this environ-

ment thing. Everybody likes to point to the other guy. I noticed

the other day a group of young students up at the University of

Michigan got their hamamers out and they got sledge hammers,

and they got steel saws, and they got bats and they went out

there and they beat up on an old 1959 Ford. Yes they did.

They had it out there on the University campus, just knocked

the living fenders off from it. And I was out at?the college

and I said "What's that all about?" They said "Well it's sym-

bolic." I said "What's it symbolize?" They said "well, the

automobile; it's a polluter. We were just beating it up, kill-

ing it off." I said "No, the automobile is not a polluter."

You know, I've got anold Ford parked in my garage. It hasn't

polluted anything. Caused a little trouble with Mrs. Humphrey.
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She wants the garage space. But other than that, I've been
going through those troubles a long time. I've managed now
tohandle those. Dont' you tell her I said that. But - a

car becomes a polluter when you get in it. A car becomes a
polluter when you turn the crank, put the starter on, when
the motor moves. That's when the - it's man that pollutes.
And I told the students that if they felt they just had to
beat up on somebody they might look around for the fellow
that drove the car, not that I was advocating it, but I mean
if it was a compulsion that you had to get at. ©No, ladies
and gentlemen, it isn't the product, as such, so much. It's
we,the people. And we can go around here and point to the
paper company, the power company, the steel company, the soap
company, We can point to all of them, and they do - all of us
have some guilt. And I want to say here in the presence of
industry, and industrial representatives, that the time of
talking about what we're going to do about pollution is over.
The time to act is now. And we're going to have to act pre-
cisely on the basis of the information that we have and the
research that we're doing, and to expand that research. And
this is part of the obligation of the Federal Government to
expand that research. So I repeat to you, it's easy to find
villains. It's harder to reach a rational, mature recognition
of our shared guilt. The road back to environmental health is
going to be a long one, and an expensive one. Volunteers in
the battle against pollution are welcome. We even need a few

speechmakers. But we need somebody else too. Short termers



won't help. Are you willing to sign up for the long hitch?
Are you willing to commit more than your enthusiasm? Are
you willing to pay a little higher price on occasion? Are
you willing to pay higher taxes? Are you willing to have
Federal appropriations to put some inspectors to see that
these oil digging rigs off the coast lines don't spew oil
into the bays? Are you willing to put up some funds for
some great research laboratories? Are you willing to have
something done about your tax structure to give incentive

to industry? Are you willing to put on penalties on the
polluters? Are you willing to commit more than your enthus-
iam and more than your rhetorical recognition of where we
gould go? And if you are, here's where we come now to pay-
dirt. If you are, I want to talk to you about it. Because
if you're willing to make this commitment, then let's change
from the rhetoric and get down to reality.

I recommend, for example, and I want you to give con-
sideration of these recommendations, - I recommend that the
President and the Congressy-to show our awareness, to show
our concern, to show that we mean business//ﬁﬁii this SCARE
Conferencey-I recommend that the President and the Congress
establish by resolution and executive order the decade of the
1970's as the decade of people, environment, and peace, because
they're all tied in together. And for lack of a better phrase
just call it the PEP decade, because if we don't do it, there
won't be much pep left after that decade. Now an entire decade
dedicated to people and how they lived#¥d in their environment,

an entire decade set aside to concentrate on the battle of
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physical pollution, Fhe physical pollution of the environment,
and a decade born ft;; the frustrations of war and dedicated
to peace, that provides meaning for our ultimate goal of
building together in peace a better world for tomorrow.

Now we have four levels, on which you and I can go to
work, and to concentrate our attention. We have the local
level right here in Cloquet, the state level here in Minnesota,
the national level, here in the United States, and of ¥¢H#Z
course, the international level. Now what can we do? Well
at the local level it requires, first of all, citizen parti-
cipation, rewards and awards. At the state level it requires
new state law, strict and effective state enforcement. And
here is what I would suggest - that we dould call upon every
legislature, and particularly our own, to put at the top  of
its agenda, for the Xd¥XEXAXKEX legislative session of 1971
the improvement of the physical environment and the laws nec-
essary to do it. Start right out there. Let's have some
specifics. Let's find out what our state laws are. Let's
find out whether they're up to date. They're not. Let's
find out what we can do to make them up to date, and let's
find out what we can do to make them effective.

At the national level, we should call upon the Congress
to establish strict standards on all forms of pollution,
standards that would prevent the familiar economic blackmail
that we have been exposed to even here in Minnesota, where
a major employer casts aside the public interests, and puts

community's
a gun to the/head by threatening to close his plant and put

tousands of people out of work, if that plant is made to conform
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to even minimum pollution abatement méaéufes for air and
water. That, by the way, is a definitely anti-social attitude
and has no place in modern industry. And if the shoe fits,
let them put it on. No BHXXXK business has a right to say
that to a community. They may have good economic reasons
to want to talk to the community, but no one should ever
threaten a community, particularly when we're dealing with
life itself.

Now there's one answer to it, Federal Legislation. No
place to escape then. Federal legislation, - with Federal
legislation, companies such as this, who apparently - whose
prime interest seems to be their annual profit statement,
would find no haven of pollution privilege by being able to
move to another state where pollution requirements are governed
by state laws rather than Federal law. And we can't afford
to have people hop skipping and jumping around in the name of
industry from Minnesota to Wisconsin, or from Minnesota to North
Dakota, or from North Dakota to South Dakota, trying to find a
place where they can poison you, or where they can pollute the
atmosphere. But I must say, with equal candor, it's the duty
of public officials in the community to work with industry to
try to prevent that unhappy situation.

Now thirdly, the Congress should dd review EXELS /LY AN
every law that we have on the books. We've got one starting
at 1899. 1It's as old as just that. We should review every law
and bring them up to date, and make sure that the penalt;ezor the

polluters are strong enouth, and equally important, that the in-
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centives to industry to take corrective measures are good enough.

At the international level, (and by the way,this is terribly
important- because at the international level we have western
Europe that's a tremendous industrial enterprise,)working through
the United Nations, we should negotiate treaties and ratify these
agreements to protect the environment, to establish enforceable
standards for clean air, and clean water and strict rules and
regulations to prevent contamination of the international rivers
and oceans. Let me tell the young friends here I was in Yugo-
slavia this summer. The Danube River is a moving sewer. There's
no beautiful blue Danube; there is a cesspool. The Rhine River
is the most polluted river in the world. Every major river in
the world has become - the Nile River - you just go - Euphrates --
you take any major river today and they are a health hazard.

And all of these waters converge, and we are affected by them
just as much as you are affected by the water that you drink

out of your tap here in your home city. We've got to get inter-
national agreements. Maybe this is the way we can start. Maybe
we can start with agreements to save lives, rather than arguing
about wars. And we need a United Nations Board of Environmental
Control.

Now, up here at home. I want you to start right here in
Cloquet. I propose a community coalition for clean environment,
a mobilization of public and private efforts of all age groups
in all segments, just like we have in our big cities, the urban
coalition; to coordinate all of the essential efforts in EBHEEX
such a program, I would suggest that the state, thvough the Gov-

ernor's office or the Legislature, establish a citizens advisory
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BZE¥XdXboard on environment, in which there is industry, lay
public, labor, young people, interested citizens, an advisory
board on environment,conservation and recreation. And what
state has more to offer in these areas than we.dd This state
board would work with the similar boards at a local level.
Now this is what I mean by citizen participation. This is
politics
what I mean by taking/to the people, and I mean the whole
concept of public policy. And then I want to propose a
special honors program for communities where the State of
Minnesota, after examining their work, in this field of rec-
reation, conservation and pollution control, would present
an E award for excellence in environment. Why you go down
to Minneapolis, St. Paul, Duluth, these places and you get
a big defense plant. And if they make good guns, good bomb
sites, good tanks, do a good job, we give them a #4ggd/ big
flag, E Award, excellence in production of war material.
I'd like to have the young people of this state Yé¢ddguiz#
recommend that the State of Minnesota and indeed, the nation,
start to give E Awards, E Awards, excellence in environment
control, an E Award of a perfectly 5r§;:§ background, like
the blue of the heavens and the blue waters of Minnesota,
and a white E that shows purity and cleanliness. It could
be done. Then we'll find out which towns and states are
dang something. And I propose anotherthing - that regular
reports should be issued out of the Governor's office as to

the beautification of environment andprotection of our state,

including how NEXXXE we're cleaning up automobile graveyards,
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what we're doing about our parks, beautification of local
communities, and what we're doing about our neighborhoods.

I don't want this society, ten thousand years as they dig around,
you know, we're always digging around in Rome and Greece, and

over in Lebanon, and we're trying to find out w-hat other civil-
izations looked like, and every once in a while we come up with

a little piece of pottery and we say "Oh they must have been great
pottery makers." And"then a little while later we come up with
some stone; they say/igeiiét have been something from the Stone
Age." I'm afraid somebody's gang to look around in ten thousand
years and say "These people just can kill themselves drinking
beer" - find beer cans all over the place. Or"they all apparently -
everybody just lived in their c ar." They'll be having people

ten thousand years from now examining the remnants, the frames

of automobiles, and they'll say "This is where they lived."

"And what kind of a body do you think they had to get through

all those little twists and turns that you have on the body
frame."

Well, we can dosomething about that. Let's clean these
things up. And I have another suggestion that each community
should have its own environmental control officer. Now if you
go to Europe, you go to a community in Europe and you find in
every part of a European community or country, a Conservation
Officer. They have local Conservation Officers out around the
countryside. They have local park officers to help keep parks
up. Sometimes they're voluntary; sometimes they're paid. This
is the way we're going to get it done here. And we've got to

domm something else, we've got to call on every youth organiza-
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tion in the state to make improvementé in the physical en-
vironment their number one task, starting with our 4H clubs,
our Future Farmers, our Boys Clubs, our Girls and Boy Scouts,
Guides and so on, all that we have. And then I would suggest
that we propose that radio, television and newspapers start
including with each weather report, air pollution count for
their particular community. I8 1like to know, not only what
kind of weather we're going to have, but what I'm going to be
breathing during the day, how much carbon dioxide, monoxide,
how much sulfurous gas am I going to be breathing, and I want
to tell this audience right now, that if in the large cities
of America there was a air pollution report each day that
you went out, you'd do something about it. You wouldn't take
it for granted; you'd do something about it. And I might
even suggest that the Department of Conservation in this state,
together with the Water Quality Laboratory in Duluth, could
provide a weekly published report on water pollution in our
lakes,dfd streams and rivers. We always get a report on how
the fishing is. I'm interested in whether there's going to be
any fish. And I think that it's about time that we got up to
date.

Well, that's about what I wanted to tell you. So I ask
this question: Can we as a nation entertain the painful possi-
bility that our proud effort to conquer nature and to tame the
frontier may very well have been destructive and can we reverse
our course? Now what I've outlined to you today is just some
of the problems and some of the things that I think are going

to be necessary. I personally think that the structure of our

$PZIEYY Federal Government needs to be reorganized to establish
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a whole new department on environmental control, because
we're talking about life and breath. We take for granted,

we take for granted, dear friends, several things: we take
for granted the air that we breathe; we take for granted that
there is an unlimited supply of water, and there isn't, (As

a matter of fact, one of the shortest resources in the world
today is clean water.); we take for granted that there is lots
of land and living space. I want you now to take forgranted
that God Almighty had a plan for this earth and it was called
an ecology, a balance between man and his environment. And
man has altered that environment, and in some places,?:itered
it to his detriment. We have a high standard of living, and
if we don't watch out, we're going to have a higher standard
of dying.

This is what this conference is about. You're going to
have experts talk to you; I'm not an expert. I'm a concerned
citizen. I have spent a good deal of my time trying to get
legislation on the book, but I've learned a long time ago that
laws are no better than the willing nessof the people to abide
by them. And what we need, is indeed, an awareness on the
part of the people of what we're talking about, the seriousness
of it, the seriousXness of it,ladies and gentlemen, We finally
got the seriousness of German Measles, for children yet unborn;
a pregnant mother that was doomed to have a deformed child.

We finally got the seriousness, if you please, of Thalidomide,
a drug that was taken during pregnancy that destroyed life.
We finally got the seriousness of Strontium 90, getting in our

milk, from nuclear tests,and causing cancer. We finally got
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some seriousness about a few other things, such as we found
out about polio, smallpox; we found out that people died
from the plague of smallpox and something could be done about
it, and today we require vaccination. Now, ladies and gentlemen,
we better find out that smallpox is a small problem and so is
German measles compared to what we're talking about here today.
Adlai Stevenson, in his last address before the United Nations,
summed it up for us, and listen to this. This is why I've
covered the international as well as the local. These words
of this wonderful, beautiful man:

We travel together, passengers on a

little space ship, our world, dependent

on its vulnerable resources of air and

soil, all committed to our safety, to

its security and peace, preserved from

annihilation only by the care, the work

(and I will say,the love) that we give

our fragile craft.
I have been Chairman of the Space Council of your government.
I can say to the young men and women in this audience that the
air that an astronaut breathes as he lands on the moon or as
he travels in an Apollo spacegydf¥capsule is so much better
than what you breath on earth that there is no comparison.
The water that he drinks is pure; the food that he eats is
balanced and nutritious. His chances of living are much better
than yours, even though he travels in space, because man has
put his technology and his science to making that space capsule
clean, unpolluted, safe. And we stand and we marvel at it.

And here we have a space capsule of our own, and that's where

we live. We live on a little capsule called Earth, and it is

spinning through the solar system, and each day by communication
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we get a little closer together. Eachudéylbf industrialization
we at each/gt?fitle more. And what Adlai Stevenson said was
"We travel together, passengers on a little space ship," and
then he reminded us that we will be "preserved from annihila-
tion only by the care, the work" and the love "that we give
our fragile craft." BAnd to my young friends who have shown

so much concern these recent years to a world that would be
free of violence, and many young people who today say that
what this world needs is love rather than hate, :;2 many young
people who say that what we need is to be more concerned and
considerate of each other, rather than to be unconcerned and
antagonistic, the best way that I know how to do it,-i8 to
take care of the air that you breathe, the water that you

drink, the land on which you live, and the community where

you will spend the days of your life. Thank you very much.



ENVIRONMENTATL MEMORANDUM

TO: HHH

FROM: Grant J. Merritt
DATE: April 2, 1970
RE: Cloquet and St. Louis River Pollution

Attached are three short but excellent statements on the
pollution and problems of the St. Louis River. The St. Louis
used to be one of the outstanding rivers of the entire Great Lakes.
I am sure you have observed its beauty along Highway 23 at Fond
du Lac. According to Dale Bryson, the top Federal Water Pollution
Control Administration (FWPCA) official in Minnesota, the St. Louis
River is now "one of the most polluted streams in the state". If
and when this river is cleaned up, it has a vast recreational
potential. The quality of its water is now so degraded, however,
that safe swimming and fishing are now impossible.

Furthermore, evein under the standards apgroved by the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (PCA) and the Federal Water
Pollution Control Administration (FWPCA), recreational fishing
will be impossible. Thus, when Northwest Paper Company, Conwed
Corporation (formerly Wood Conversion) and the City of Cloquet
install and operate the kind of secondary treatment facility
which meets the standards now applicable, recreational fishing
will still be impossible according to Dale Bryson. The reason
is that these standards are not high enough to provide the oxygen
necessary to support the most desirable sport fish. The minimum
dissolved oxygen requirements for the St. Louis River between
Cloquet and Fond du Lac of three (3) milligrams per litre is
insufficient oxygen for popular fish such as coho salmon. The

standard should be no less than six (6) milligrams per litre.



The St. Louis River has the potential for the finest coho
salmon stream on Lake Superior. There is no excuse for standards
which really do not clean up this river.

In addition to the water pollution problems of the St.
Louis River, the air pollution caused by industry in Cloquet
has fouled the air for miles around ever since I can remember
as a child in bpuluth during the early 1940's. The stench is
as bad as ever and continues to permeate the air around Scanlon
as you drive into Duluth on Highway 35 and 61 and continues
to extend at least as far as Duluth when the wind is out of

the west.
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The young people of this nation are now facing a challenge
which, in my estimation, if far greater than any faced by
previous generations.

-~ They have been born in an age where technological
advancements have progressed so far that certain of its
applications to sophisticated nuclear weaponry threaten
the total survival of future generations. This 1s a grave
responslibility, indeed, to pass on to the young people of
today.

~~ They are the inheritors of a nation in which settlement
and Industrial development have taken their toll in the use
of our natural resources.

We were once a country that could boast of abundant resources.

-=-0ur forests were plentiful

~=0ur great bodles of water were clean and unpolluted

==0ur wildlife was not threatened with extinection because
of exposure to chemical compounds.

~=0ur air was c¢lean -- untainted by smog.

We must remember, however, that our industrial development
made us a leading power in the world. It has gilven us a
very high standard of living, but we have paid a price for
our comfort in the dissipation of our natural resources.
This 1is unfortunate, but we cannot turn back the clock. We

must deal with the realities that exist today.



Our young people face serious responsibilities. They
must deal in a very real sense with the question of man's
survival on this planet. Their latitude has been considerably
narrowed by technological breakthroughs which have occurred
and the options that are open to them.

They too must leave a heritage for those who ﬁill follow
in the future.

The achlevement of peace in the world is certainly one
top priority. Limitations must be placed upon the use of
destructive weapons and war must be made obsolete as a means
of settling disputes.

Preservation of our environment is another very important
necessity. Given the predictions of several emminent sclentists,
we have only another thirty years to survive on this planet,
if means are not implemented to stop pollution now.

Will the year 2000 be an end or a beginning, Only this
young, new generation can determine that fully by their
efforts in the cause of preservation of mankind. And that
1s really what we are talking about when we discuss the
preservation of environment.

My peneration has tried to solve many of these problens.
In many 1ﬁstance3, 1@:: have laid the groundwork for the

future.



W

--The 1963 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty was an important
step 1n trying to establish peace and in protecting the
environment from the harmful effects of nuclear bomb
testing.

-=The 1970 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty another
vital step to control the use of nuclear weapons.

Past generations have expressed concern for pollution
and 1t is interesting to note that the first major Federal
water pollution Act, the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899
is still beilng used to y pollution of our navigable
waters. 400 suits per year are being filed under this

Act Ey the .Tusti e Department at the present time. The AttsdNZolrn

nvolvinp erm l pollution in Biscayne Bay «eeently

M—by—tbrﬂda&n*eem this Act as one of its

counts, The legislation was originally designed to clean

7#:

up refuse in New York Harbor, but was extended to cover a
great segment of our navigable waters.

The Act states, "it shall not be lawful to throw, discharge,
or deposit, or cause, suffer or procure to be thrown, discharged
or deposited either from any ship barge, or other floating
craft of any kind, or from the shore, wharf, manufacturing
establishment, or mill of any kind, any refuse matter of any
kind or description whatever other than that flowing from
streets and sewers and passing therefrom in a liguid state,
into any navigable water of the United States, or into any
tributary of any navigable water of the United States, or into

any tributary of any navigable water from which the same



shall float or be washed into such navigable water..."

Of course, there 1s a humorous aspect in the application
of this Act in that 1t deals with the modern problem of
thermal pollution, but does not treat sewage. Fortunately, Ahnmuiz

-MJM S#e laws we have developed have brought many of our sewage

problems under some measure of control.

This &ct was interpreted in L966 in a case involving
the Unlted States vs. Standard 011., ":i=7 Justice Douglas
ruled that the 1899 Act included as refuse "ail foreign
substances and pollutants apart from those "flowing from
streets and sewers..." Hence this Act was used in a
case dealing with @il pollution.

Also, it 18 a commentary on the fact that sufficient
legislation has not been enacted to deal with modern pollution
problems, such as therm&l'and radiological pollution.

q
7 I the Act was expanded to provide penalttes for

those who polluted from $250.00 to $2,500.00 or thirty

days in jail.
In 1904 studies were conducted by Jordan, Russell,
Zelt and Frost on the longevity of typhoid, cholera and
dysentry bacteria in regard to stream purification. It
was found that streams would purify themselves to a degree,
In 1912 Congress extended the functions of the Public
Health Service to include the "investigation of the diseases
of man and conditions influencing the propagation and spread
thereof, including sanitation and sewage and the pollution

either directly or indirectly of the navigable stream and



-5 =

lakes of the United States."

In 1913 the Public Health Service set up the first field
station for this purpose to make studies of pollution and
self purification in Ohio.

The 01l Pollution Control Aet of 1924 was another important
plece of legislation. It provided penalties of up to $2,500.00
or imprisonment up to a year for dumping oil into the navigabble
waters of the United States. This Act was emasculated somewhat
in 1966 by a court ruling that "it was necessary to prove
intent or conscious neglect before companies could be fined
or prosecuted for oil pollution."

In the 1920's and 1930's there were findings made relating
to blological wastes treatments. This type of bacterial
treatment 1s widely used in sewage treatmmat plants today.

In 1931 Thorndike Seville, an American professor of Economics
and Political Science made a comment on the subject of pollution
which I still think has relevance today. He saild, "The com=
plexity of the problem of water pollution is indicated by
the fact that with all the advance in the sciences related
to industry and government, with the notable inerease in
stream pollution everywhere consequent upon industrial
development and growth of urban populations, no country has
yet worked out any scheme satisfactorily feconciling the
conflieting interests of public water supply versus waste
disposal; of industrial interests versus those of the sportsman:

of public welfare as opposed to private or corporate gain; or,



in short, the true conservation of water resources by maximum
Judiclious use for the greatest public benefit."

However, it was not until 1948 that a maJor.bill was in-
troduced to deal with water pollution. It was the work of Sieswirme
Alben Barkley and Robert Taft. The Water Pollution Control

Act of 1948 represented a major breakthrough in terms of

Federal recognition of the problem, although it provided

little ald, control, or enforcement. The Aect provided for
project leans for development of sewage plants up to $250,000.
at 2% interest to cover 1/3 of the total cost of a project.
But appropriations were limited and were not available to
help local communities. The Aect also provided that the Public
Health Service coordinate research, provide technical informa-
tion, and when asked by affected states - provide limited
enforcement over interstate waters. It also declared that
pollution was best dealt with on the loval level.
Wﬁ; next important bill came about
because of the efforts of a fine Minnesotan, Congressman
Blatnik and 1t became public law 660 on July 9, 1956. The
important aspect of this blll was its provision to provide

grants-in-ald to help local communities build sewage disposal

plants. The bill contained appropriations in the amount
of $100 million annually, based on estimates by health officilals
that outlays for construction of $500 million annually would

be needed for the next ten years.



The Eisenhower administration officials protested the
construction grants. The law strengthened éhe Federal
government's responsibility to encourage states and localities
to control their pollution, The Act required the Publilc
Health Service to assist states in preparing comprehensive
programs for the elimlnation and reduction of pollution
of interstate waters. It authorized grants of $3 million
annually in matching funds to state and interstate agencies

chjji( in development of comprehensive water pollution control
programs. It authorized $500 million for ten years for matching
grants to help localities construct sewage disposal plants,
< with a limit of $50 million per year. Allocations were
limited to 30% of project cost. 50% of the funds went to
municipalities of 125,000 or less. This was a very important
provision.

It established a Water pollution Control Advisory Board

and made nrovision for antipollution rules by authorizing

the Surgeon General to call a conference of officials when

he had reason to believe '"pollution of interstate waters

was occurring’and to recommend remedial action after the

conference, If no action was taken by the offender, the
offended state could request the Attorney General of the
United States to bring suit against the offender.

ZbIn 1958 President Elsenhower asked Congress to discontinue

the grants provision to a three year term on the grounds

that the states should pay for their own construction costs,
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based on a telephone tax rebate program wéich would give
the states revenue. The Administration was not successful
in its attempt to have the grant program revert to a state
level.
7 Z—ln 1959 and 1960 expanded water pollution control legislation
wasand President Eisenhower vetoed it.

The grants-in-aid program to states was successful and it

w@;“e—‘ﬂ .

was popular. A strong case could be made that the grants

had a profound effect on pollution control efforts. During

the two years following passage of the bill, sewage construction
works doubled. Thirty-five states achieved thelr highest
all-time levels of construction. A third of the projects

which were constructed in 1958 were those which had recelved

Federal grants.

Z_h?ﬁe chief argument against President Eisenhower's Faxcrebate
was that there was no guarantee that funds would be used for
pollution control activities.

During this period I supported the proposals for expanded
water pollution legislation vigorously.

The controversy tinued and subsequent bills increasing

I \
Federal aid werdé vetoed begause of the Administration's

position that "Because water pollution is a uniquely local

blight, primary responsibility for solving the problem lies
not with the Federal government, but rather must be exercised,
as 1t has been, by State and local governments...By holding

forth the promise of a large-scale program of long term
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Federal support, it would tempt municipalities to delay
essentlal water pollution abatement efforts while they
walted for Federal funds."

In the 1960 Presidential campalgn the Democratie ticket
of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson charged that
Eisenhower's veto of the pollution bill for increased
grants-in-ald was a "national tragedy".

Kennedy declared, “The problem of water pollution is

not a local problem...We must step up the fight against

water pollution. We must stimulate construction of needed

sewage and waste treatment plants and prevent further spread

of water pollution. Our goal must be abundant clean water

for all Americans, with full utilization of every drop of
water 1n every river system in the nation."
z In 1961 Congressman Blatnik introduced a bill which

proposed a Federal Water Pollution Control Administration,

as a separate independent operating agency within the
Department of Health, Education & Welfare.
It contained a significant innovation in the field of

‘//,f enforcement. Under ei‘gﬂgﬁé legislation Federal enforcement

onerations applied only to interstate waters which flow

across or form a part of boundaries between two or more
states. Of the 26,000 bodies of water in the United States
only an estimated 4,000 were interstate and did not ineclude,

as an example, a great part of the Great Lakes and their
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tributaries or many other important bodles of water.

This situation was corrected in thg bill. Enforcement
proceedlngs were toughened and an enforcement construction
grant fund of $25 million was proposed to help financially
pressed communities who had to construct treatment facilities
for sewage because of enforcement proceedings.

The bill became law with provisions agreeing to most
of the proposals, except for the proposal giving the Secretary

the power to issue orders for abatement. The law provided

that if pollution was not abated within the specified time,

the Secretary could ask the Attorney General to bring suit

to secure abatement in case of interstate pollution. In the

case of intrastate pollution, the Secretary could only ask

for such a suit provided he had the written consent of the

Efate involved.

What followed was the legislation titled the Water Quality

Act of 1965. It increased construction grants to $150
million, facllitated multicommunity and large construction
programs. It contained significent and needed administrative
administrative reorganization. Public Health Service Controls
were substituted by direct action by the Seeretary of HEW.

The majpr thrust of this legislation was 1ts initiation

of water quallty standards. No elear standards of violation

existed previously. And even today all aspects of pollution
have not been implement in water quality standards.

The states were requlred to establish standards, adopt a
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plan for implementation and enforcement of these standards.
Senator Muskle with strong Johnson administration backkng

took the leadership in securing strong water quality standards.

Later cm, the administration of the Federal Water Pollution

Control Administration was transferred to the Department

of the Interlor as a result of an Executive Order.
<:Fater quality standards have to be approved by the Secretary
of the Interior, as they are submitted by the States. All
states have submitted standards, but some have not been fully
approved to date.

During the past few weeks a bill to amend the Water Pollution
Control Act was reported cut of Conference in the Congress
and must be signed into law by the President.

It deals very strongly with the problem of oil pollutiong
It establishes a ‘clean up authority for oil pollution. It

—

contains strict features of liabllity to oll shippers and

covers onshore and offshore installations. Penaltlies are

set forth as $100.00 per gross ton in regard to oil spills

or a maximum of $14 million. We have advanced a long way

from the 011 Aect of 1924 and penalties of $250.00 to $2,500.00.
It requbres reasonable assurance from anyone regquiring

licensing to construet facilities within the states that their

operation will not cause pollution of the waters of the state.

It calls for research on the environmental effects of pesticides.

It deals with sewage from small boats. Tt also touches on

g

thermal pollution of water.

——— —
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Up to this point we have been concerned with legislation
dealing with water pollution. If there had not been
extensive concern with air pollution, one can understand why.

It was not until the development of the automobile, the
alrplane, and heavy industrial plant expansion that air
pollution became a noticebkle and dangerous problem.

Industrial wastes alone did not attract much attention, although
a2 problem certainly in urban areas. But combined with mass

use of the automobile and the alrplane, the situation is

® severe one that we face today.

l{iThe problem of air pecllution was tackled in a major sense

in the Clean Air Act of 1965.

Title II of this blll deals with air pollution from motor

vehicles and sets Federal standards for emmissions and requires

that pollution devices be developed for automoblles '"as soon

as 1t 1s practical and feasible".

Another sectlon of the Act deals with Federal assistance

to the states in dealing with solid wastes -- garbage, refuse,ete.

O ————

The Clean Alr Act was further amended in 1967 to strengthen

it and broaden its provisions.

One striking provision is that it allows a State, politiecal

subdivision, intermunicipal or interstate agency to adopt

standards and plans to implement an air quality program which

will achieve a higher level of ambient air quality than that

approved by the Secretary of HEW.

—
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This 1s a most interesting provision in light of one
of the most important pollution controversies in the
country today. This controversy involves the Stateg
of Minnesota.

Somehow Minnesota or Minnesotans seem always to be in
the forefront of the battle to combat pollution

way—that-with - pride«—

In the question of nuclear power plants being buillé

b\gﬂd—r

within the State, the State contends that the standard

set for the amount of radioisotopes which are to be
discharged into State waters are not high enough to protect
the health and welfare of the people of Minnesota. The
standard is a PFederal standard which is being challenged
and the case will decide whether a state has the right
clearly to set a higher standardsthan that set by the
Federal government.

I feel that the State of Minnesota has every right to
pursue this claim in protecting the health and welfare of
herecitizens. This 1s a most important case and its outcome
mpy affect many people throughout the nation. Seventeen
states have filed briefs in support of Minnesota's case.

The Clean Air Act also states that the Secretary of
Health, Education and Welfare shall after appropriate
consultition issue to the states such criteria of air
quality as in his judgement may be requisite for the protection

of public health and welfare. The States are to set up
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for approval by the Secretary means of implementation, maintenance
and enforcement of alr quality standards. Air quality reglons
have been established under the Act and enforcement provisions
are included.
Now, I think it may be loglcal for all of you to raide
the question, "If all this legislation exists, why do we still
have a pollution problem?”
The answer to that question is quite complex and the solutions
are even more complex. :
That is why it is important for all of you to continue
your interest in pellution. Because after all of the rhetoric
and after all of the complaints, a great deal more action will
be needed before pollution can be brought under control.
There are many areas in which legislation does not exist,
or if i1t does exist 1t 1s not strong enough to do the job.
All existing pollution legislation stops at our feet for
one thing -- the Water Quality Act and the Water Pollution Control

Act and amendments are designed to protect our surface water --

our lakes, rivers and streams.

ILpther exlsting acts are directed at air pollution and

—

conservation of wilderness areas.

ZLIpere is st1ll no legislation to protect our vast bodles S
Jo&

of sub-surface water -- the underground reservolirs that are

the water supply of the future.
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Industry 1is already taking advantage of this gap in the
contrel laws by dumping toxic wastes down deep injection wells --

wastes that in a few years, or sooner will migrate underground
and poison these valuable reservoirs.

Much of this waste -- injectad under pressure into geological
formations, once considered stable -- eventually finds its way

to the surface and re-pollutes the surface waters and the

atmospherg;

—FkﬁsBrine wastes Injected deep in the earth in Canada have
already erupted in P-iic_higan&ln Texas, sweet wells have been
poisoned and sewer lines have broken as high pressure waste
injection found new underground channeds.

[L\Thermal pollution has not been dealt with adequately in

a legislative sense on elther a Federal or State level.
S ——

The Bangers of thermal pollution upon marine ecology are

many, including death from high temperatures, oxygen reduction
in water to a toxlic extent and harmful effects which relate
to spawning and migratory habits of our marine life.

ILqPollution from radioisotopes 1s another area that needs

careful examination. The dangers of cancer and lukemia to those

who have been exposed to these isotopes, either in drinking water
or by breathing them in still have to be carefully estimated.,
Not all cancer occurs immediately due to exposure. There is

a latent perlod for the disease and the effects of radioisotopes
must be measured over a long period of time. Thelr effects
should also be measured by a particular study of the environment

where they willl be discharged.
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Their effects on embryos and marine life have not been
considered in light of the present Atomic Energy Commission
8tandards. The standards are based on studies which were

made at Hiroshlima over twenty years ago after the bomb explosion,

There has been no legislation to require the AEC to perform

specific environmental studies relating to the ecology where

nuclear power plants are to be constructéd. I think this

M

to perform or,the states who may not have the resources to

e

should be corzgﬁggg,and such studies not left to power companies

perform adequate studies. .

Minnesota is the first state to challenge these stmifesds
and her efferts may change the whole legislative outlook on
this subject.

JL_Pesticides are another hazard. The ban on DDT 1s not

sufficient because of the damage which has occurred in the
bulldup of chemicals in the cells of our wildlife. This damage
may be irreparable.

Herbilcides argfanother matter. A ban has been instituted

on 2,4,5,T, effective January 1, 1970 by the Department of
Agriculture. This herbicid? has been found to cause birth
malformations in rats and mice in a study conducted by the
National Cancer Institute in October of 1969 and it was concluded
that 2,4,5,T was probably dangerous to man. 2,4D is another.

It 1s one of six best selling pesticides in the country and
grosses $25 million annually. Even though it has been labeled
potentially dangerous, no action on banning this substance has

been announced.
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Now let's examine the effects of pollution which we are

facing right now. MM/

Many people are dying each year because of pollution.

It is shocking to realize that an estimated 20,000 people

die annually as a result of air pollution.

/{ According to the Food and Drug Administration 800 to 1,000

people dle from pesticide polsoning each year and an additlonal

80,000 to 90,000 people are injured from these pesticides. In

some Instances farm workers have been killed by a few drops

of pyesticides which have penetrated thelr clothing.
But far worse will be the number of human deaths caused

by these chemlcals such as DDT or 2,4,5T after a lifetime of

— —
exposure.
Fish kills because of che;&cal, sewage, and thermal wastes
My ks
have become M‘ Another valuable resource is being destroyed

in an age where food supplies are vital because of expanded population

growth. WM ‘-4
Zlﬂhe oceans have been used a‘Adumping grounds extensively .,

_g;ﬂ-,#ccording to many scientists, it will only be fifty years
before they will be totally polluted if the situation is not
eorrected.

fz\The upper atmosphere 1s being given cdose scrutiny, Sclentists

at one time belleved that isotopes released from bomb tests and
e

in particular the deadly Strontium 90 would penetrate fhe upper

atmosphere and flow into outer space,, Zi?higlte nn§4prue and

we are collecting a belt of radioactive material that is circling

Hr oawsch
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L_Our clean water supply has been depleted. Today we have 7
e ——
a demand for 411 billions of gallons of water per day and a l

dependable supply of 315 billions of gallona,‘gi}n 1980 demand

is estimated at 597 billions of gallons per day with a dependable ;7

supply of 515 billions of gallons. Obviously, there is not {
a very high reserve of clean, usable water.
ZL\Each year 200 million tons of smoke and fumes are spewed

———
into the atmosphere and we have cited how many people are dying

because of that.

AWe have 195 million tons of solid waste to deal withw"'

Each year Americans Junk 7 million cars, throw away 20 million

tons of paper, 48 billion cans and 28 billion bottles.
Where have we falled. Why are we faced with this pollution
crisis?
Z:?echnology, or the lack of development of it to be more

precise, has hindered progress in this area.[_ye must fac@.the

fact that safety devices were not developed simultaneously as

we advanced technoloelally, There has always been a tendency
in our development to pollute first and measure the effects
later. That attitude must change. We cannot afford pollution
any longer.

]L\ Internal combustion englnes account BQE_EE? of our air

pollution.

[L_ghe 1965 Air Pollution law required that devices for control

be developed as soon as it was practicable and feasible.
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Auto manufacturers are just now developing exhaust control
devices for cars that will cut down air pollution. E? ir use
will require a low compression auto engine which;zg;i use, low
octane gasoline. Lead free gasoline has been developed but
it has to be widely used.

Power and industrial plants must develop safety control

Tre—

devices to cut down stack emmissions which account for phet
va
of the remaining air pollution problem. 4, Control devices for

thermal, chemical and radlological wastes must be developed.

The jet alirplane engine will also have to be tackled
in cutting down pollution . ﬁ-‘uw W*"’“‘“" W
M S PSR
Pesticides are going to have to be reseaZZhed carefully
and taken off the market 1f they are proven dangerous to man
and wildlife.
Solid waste disposal is an area which can be turned into
one of conservation. Recycling of solid wastes is an important
concept to be considered in the future. Reeyecling of paper

and wood products would help save our great remaining forests.

Recycling of autos and metal products would save our mineral

resources. Aluminum, for example, is 100% salvageable.

Sewage treatment needs to be researched for methods of
tertlary treatment which will remove the nitrates and sulphates
which cause extensive algae growth and cut down the oxygen supply
in our waters.

Open burning in dumps and other areas should be banned.
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As you can see there'gre great improvements to be made.

Why hasn't this been accorplished with all the legislation
enacted and in the works, aside ‘from the lack of technology to
do the job.?

Simply because the Federal and State governments cannot
accomplish these goals alone. Industry and the public as
a whole must fully cooperate in this effort. That is why I am
delighted that there has become a national consciousness of
environment.

We need a Department of the Environment, as an independent

povernment agency, to combine all legislatlive aspects of the

pollution problems. Under its jurisdiction would be brought
the Federal Water Pollution GSntrol Administratlion, an Alr Pollution
Department would be created to administer alr pollution programs,
and a Solid Waste Department. We need a Secretary of the
Environment to adminlister these programs. Research would
then be coordinated, legislative efforts combined under the
authoritygof one agency, and new aspects of international
cooperation in the environment developed and implemented.

J(\?opulation research could be included. Research into
the critical areas of developing food supplies needed for an
expanding population coild e ineiuded.

This #g‘*g;'could look into the practicality of giving

industry tax credits to develop safety devices and work closely

with industrial and public probrams designed to combat pollution.
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But we might as well make up our minds to the fact that
none of this will be effectively done unless there is a national
effort by all citizens of the Unlted States to stop pollution.

I have heard 1t sald that the cost will be prohibitively
expensive. But the threat to our health and survival cannot
be underestimated or neglected.

The actual cost to control pollution has been estimated

at $275 billion dollars over a thirty year period.

1151gn1f1cant1y, this is the equivalent of the anticipated

Department of Defense expenditure over the next four years. I

think that pollution control must be one of our top priorities.

Ang we really do not have a choice. The amount of deaths
because of pollution are rising each year and the damage to
our wildlife and natural resources is becoming stagering.

Mcost of polluting is sometimes more expensive,
A case 1in point i1s the Chevron 0il incident that occurred in
Louilsiana recently. An $800.00 collar was all that was needed
to prevent that oil spill and Chevron is paying $2,000.00 per
day to clean up the spill, It may take several months to clean
it up and the bill is going to be very expensive.

I also don't need to mention the terriblﬁ ;fiect f o 1
spills. You have seen the pilctures of w&%d&%ﬁ&—that—has—been
destroyedand-the damage to our beaches.

Elluti “::j-ntro;- i1s pgood business. And Pt
the costa n a comparative basis would be cheaper in the long

run and in some instances even profitable.
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iknhdnuhﬂuuLJiuuhkwé? I—shatt—teli—hou—hows
Industry must lead the way in developing new safety devices.
But they also should realize that pollution control may involve
the creation of new businesses. There may have to be a shift
in our industrial emphasis, but that does not have to be a negative
or expensive shift.
For example, recycling plants for automoblles and scrap
metal could save natural resources and provide new jobs.
Recycling for paper and wood products would do the same
thing. Salvage ceompany operations could be expanded.
New techniques for salvaging solid wastes would inevitably
be stimulated and developed and this would be a boon to pollution
control,
Population growth will necessitate a greater reliance on
mass transportion facilitiles. This can mean a revival of
the rallroads, the shipping industry and passenger travel on
ships, as well as efficient mass transit systems. So there

will undoubtedly be shifts in industrial emphasis and changes

in industrial markets in the future, But this does not say
that they will not be profitable.
So I do not subscribe fo the theory thag pollution control

is imposgibly expensive W,
@-—j 9

I certainly think that a country that could develop technology

sophlsticated enough to land a man on the moon, 1s one that
can certainly conquer pollution.

All of you have a big stake in this new enterprise. It
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is your 1ife, your breath and your future. And I know that
you will be willing and able to accept the challenge that lies
before you.

I am pleased with the number of seminars that are being
held on the high school and college level on the environment
in Minnesota and throughout the country. We need to be environmentally
aware.,

Now 1s the time to start -- now is the time to learn, so
that your ideas and constructive solutions can be implemented
in the future.

We can legislatkvevery aspect of pollution but it will
only be conquered*by fcooperative, dedicated effort on the part

and particularly eum young .
peaple whowill—be—the—leaders of the future .

The 70's have beghn,asdglet’'s choose to extend our lease
on this planet for a little longer than thirty years.

Let's make the next thirty years the beginning of a New Age --
the Age of Preservation,so that we can begin a new century of
progress 1in the year 2,000. So that there will be a heritage
for another and another generation of clean water, clean air,
thriving wildlife and abundant food.

Let 1t be said that this generation and the next did
not despoil and destroy the fabric of_civilization ;E;-did not

leave assbes. footprints : a dead and lifeless
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