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The American Library Association, Washin ot’ 1Ce, is supplying the
following data:
Libraﬂ Seryices and Construction Act Funds: s -—:%# M @

! 1957 - 1 85 million people received new and imporved public l
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library services. . -~
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15 million people received public libraryServi r the first time
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It is estimated currently that 15 1/2 milliomrAmaricans ar
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public library services. / ﬂ d‘

Elementary and Secondary Edudation A

New school libraries and instructional materials under the above act were
provided to 43,3 Juillion children for fiscal 1958 and to 1.7 million teachers
in public and private elementary and secondary schools.

In the period 1966-68 11680 new school libraries were established.
(10,000 elementary - 1,400 secondary).

In Minnesota 10% of the elementary schools are without libraries
In Iowa 42% " i H
In North Dakota 40% v . !
In Wisconsin 50% A u
In Montana 90%




REMARKS
- THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
MINNEAPOL IS, MINNESOTA
APRIL 13, 1970

|t has been said abouT me
that | view the world through rose-
colored glosses.(lf looking at tThe

k wor|d w‘seeing people and having
pgs_i”rive hope_s_ for people is faking
the rosey view, then | will have To

admit fo iT,[l like people. People)ﬁsm_,
are |like no other stimulant | know,

[lhey can be exciting, exaspiratfing,
frighfening, and comforting.,

Lo

are never _dull and never ngpleTely
predicTobleujLIhey are people.l
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480, it is not going To Dbe
difficult for me to talk about
libraries, |t never has been and

A

never will be, because libraries are
| S A e

people: exciting, exaspirating,
frightening, and gomforTing; And |
like libraries.

Z\Coming from a small fown, |
have the evergreen memories of jusT
what an exciting place the library
could be for a young boy, [Jn those
days there weren't Too many libraries

in The counfry..... very few | oWns
the size of Doland, or even Huron .S2A1<

so even those who didn't use the library




were properly impressed with its
presence..... many took it as @
visible sign of the town's com-
mitment to culture. (Butl for those

of us who used the librorx,iT became
0 KeY.un s s a_key That opened up The

door of imagination and informaTfion
M

c\' far beyond the city limifs of &M
W#o.LThere was no television

..... very few mov] P....for enter-
tainment we coui go dgun # %he

corner and watch the ice truck unload

W et 3R

..... but we had the |ibrary and its
Treosure of books..... a commodity few

peop!e could offord even in limifed
in their own homes in those

numbers
days, JLIhe | ibrary became my enter-

—




tainment..... my educoTor....;my
travel agent..... and, | suppose,
to a great degree if helped To
form much of my basic philosophy
of America, its people, iTs great-

ness and its role. (wmm_

| have always felt a greaT
debt to the library for what it
gove to me. LT was this early
fondness that motivated much of what

| fought for during public life in
terms of library services and con-

sifucTion GCT'funds for libraries

across this country.
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QUFMQ this period we modernized

-5 _Z:

<GYHS natA on of ours has
been a leader An the development
of libraries/ AFr‘om 1957 through \
1969, 85 million people received
new and improved public library

Ny

services and of these, |5 million

i

Americans received public library

services for the very first timegq

1 4

edd,

he library..... puf it on wheels
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and toured The nelghborhoods the
#_

countryside, The ghettos, and very

smal lest rural Towns..... mak ing

available and more accessible The
e :

wonders of The llbrory ..... and we

T T ST e

B




did this by adding over 650 new

bookmobiles

- And into the new libraries
and bookmobilesS, GVmfodtew—Amer-+e-cAsy
Wim—————e—

we place in excess of 45 million |

newly purchased books.

zﬁyow as amazing and rewarding
as tThese figures seem..... they still
leave a great story untold.,, The
battle to bring the library To every-
body is far from over..... in Tact,
as we sif here Toning inaugurating

National Library Week, we can find

no better dedication %e that the

past efforts are continued and

occelerGTed “Wepe fo realize that
R




there are still almost snxTeen “%"

million Americans without public

-——nﬂ"""'-
||brorv serv.ices.

/(Librorles don't just
happen..... they take money and a

e oy 11 205 TSR

commitment from your government

W o™

to invest that money in these badly
needed librories,LThere ho@=never
been a society that has become in-
solvent because of its invesfmenT
in books, learning or educatione
None 4 LMony a society has destroyed
itself through wasfeful spending,
arms and wars, and_indulgenceg-

There has never been a society That
\__-—“"m




has nol profited indusirially,
economically, and culturally by

investments in_learning and edu-
. : — . :
Tlon’qiﬂ'un books ond_i;brorlgf.

And there has never been a time
that any society has over-funded

itself in the fields of cultgpol

affainment, education, or libraries.e
z;This is where we are in

Minnesota and America today.....

we have to stand ready fto make the
necessary monetary investment in
our educational and cultural
insTiTuTionsaLTo do this yoy must

make yourselves Ineor*dI TTA H«’MQ_.




“BgEs of The capitol building, but
more importantly ond urgenle faam s

Woshlng‘rl_onv__c

| might say that during The
Johnson-Humphrey administration, we
were aware of the vital role being
filled by our schools and | ibraries.
_after all, we were boTh @ couple
| am proud

of oldmschool Teoohers
that more pubWIC"fUnds were allocated

to schools and libraries durlng our
odmnnnsTroTuon than af any time pre-

VIious in The history of fthis greaf
nation.
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During 1966 to 1968 alone
..... 11,680 new school libraries
were eSToinsheq,..;;wiTh over
10,000 of them going for The little
kids in tThe elemenTary schoo ls.

Z That, my friends, is commitment....

but nof com9|eTion.£There are still

#0,000 tax supported elementary

schooll buildingsrwiThqqt@[LQggries
or even a semblance of

lubrory services we've learned To

toke for granted. Imagine that.... %,,.
forty thousand..... that's almost

h0|f the public grode schools in

this counTry
| SRE—



And don't kid yourself that
they are all in the South or all in
the innepr-core of our major cifies.
Just look around you. {ln the state
of MunnesoTo a full tTen EercenT of /‘);;

the elemenTory schools are without
libraries. In lowa, it's #2 percent
..... Wisconsin, 50 Eerqggj and.....
hardest of all fo believe..... Montana,
where an astronomical o

40 percent of their elemenTory schools
function quhouT a library.
The noTlon needs an expanding

library system if we are To make
ideas freely available to all of our

m R e v ey

people.



[hAnd when they can, people

Lﬁg_ﬁlubror&s.AYou will find a ?%

litTtle Toddler on the Qgge of dg-

T KT

ciphering words having The Time of
his life in a library, going through
the picture books and having sfories
read to him that build his imagination

and heighten his anticipation of tThe

wonders of wordsgz\You will find
elementary school children searching
eagerly through anything in the
library, not only to sgfisfy an
assignment but to ease their own
itching curiositygd You will find o
high school or college student

searching through miles of references
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and stacks of knowledge‘fn'éédrch of

s
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nimself and his future. {You will
find the adult using the library

as a friend and associate in his
continuing drive fo keep a flow of
= AR e sl

e i

information and inspiration constantly
T
refreshing his mind, And you will

find the elderly revisiting The pgst
and en}oxing the present in the waning
hours of |ife that are not always
"golden".4 And, there is the scholar
and the sciegnfigt dependenT on
libraries for the clues fo The

betterment of man and his world;

zijhese are people and EeoEIe are

libraries. That is the rosey view,
my friends.
e i il
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Libraries have been trying
to become part of the changing
society that has both distressed
and excited all of us these pasfT
few years. A nhave heard of the
store front library alive with day-

ngﬂmggigj and acid-rock music
becoming a center for resfless

teenagers; | have heard of book-
mobiles wired for sound like @

good humor ice cream Truck piping
its way into the hearts of ghefto
childr‘en;AThere are volunteer high

schoo! and college studentTs siTT}ng
on the crumbling steps of pollution-
ridden cities telling stories in

————3

hopes of bringing some magic back

L




t+o0 childhood; There are | ibraries
trying to feach adults to read
enough fTo be able To fill out a Jjob
application form; we have heard of
librarions climbing The dirt-rutted
paths of The Appalachian hills with
an arm full of books; we have heard
rumors of books and libraries in
prisons and mental instifutions; we
have heard of special collections of
|q£9e-gr|nT books for the porjlolly-

sighted; ond there are librorions
vxsnTlng the bed-ridden in their

v“‘

nomes. 1hese are all people helping

e
people. 1T is The | ibraries as They
attempt to approach The 70" &,
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But, talk to fhe libraricn
about these wonderous developments
and they are quick to poinT ouT
that they are special cases.....
experimenTs;.;..IiTTle more than
dreams. |n most communities of the
nation . lg=tmsemee,. the |ibraries are
little more than sweet-shops for bon-
bon |iterature, a weekly story hour,
a study hall for students, O lefT-
over from the horse and buggy days
that is seldom open when you want To
go there, most people finding no use
for it in their day-to-day lives.

Now, don't blame The libraries
for this state of affairs. They are_



for the people if they are given @
chance. When they are given a chance
to perform, they come up with services
the |ike of which | have just mentioned.
Schoo! libraries have been
struggling for the past decade To pro-
vide children with the fools needed
to learn and communicate. |f you have
ever seen a media center in one of the
few schools fortunate enough to have
been able to develop one, you know why
the school librarians are fighTing.
You will see children's eyes bright
with excitment and with the inTense
seriousness that an enrapfured child
assumes going from slide projector To



tape recorder to film loops and
phonograph and back to fThe books
as he wraps up a tofal experience
of seeing and hearing his subject
and reconfirming what he has read
about it. This is learning at ifs
most efficient and all children
should have a chance at it. A lof
of schools are still without
libraries, let alone a chance for
the funds needed to provide the
media center concepT.

Having recently been exer-
cising my mind in the academic halls
of this nation, | am aware of the
many efforfs being made by college



and university libraries To speed

up the availability of informaTion.
The way some of the ideas are being
formed and tested foday, The idea
you had yesferday can be ancienT
history by fomorrow and forgotten

by the Time iT is prinfed in a paper
or o book. They would like To form
a string of networks all across this
nation that would cut The amount of
duplicationcof collection and pre-
servation of matericls. They wanT
+o create one huge library os big as
is the nation to assisT the student
and the scholar. They received no
funds for it This year.



| could go on with these
stories but | think that you are
beginning to gef my poinT. Libraries
are people. People are communiTies;}
Communities are in all kinds of
trouble. Libraries are one of the
few places that have part of the
answer to the people's needs stand-
ing on their shelves, in their file
cabinets, on their films and Tapes.
But libraries are in frouble Too.

They have been on tThe thresh-
hold of moving out of Their ninetéenth
century seclusion info vital and mean-
ingful service. They had just began
to profit from a decade of investmenT



of federal and state aid which
al lowed them to spruce up a bif,
build a brighter, newer collection,
and find out what they were needed
for and what they were going fo do.
But very few of fhem are going To
get much of «a chance.

We need an immediate re-
versal of the present administration's
tendency to abdicate ifs responsibility
to assure that every child in tThis
nation will have the best education
that our wisdom and schools can provide.

| support President Nixon's
$200 million "Right to Read" program,



which is aimed at 10 million
American children who today are
headed towards functional illit-
eracy because they lack The

simple skills they need in order To
cope with everyday realities. But |
am disappointed that the funds for
the program are not new funds, but
rother taken from programs to aid
schoo! libraries and innovative
educational projects which we des-
perately need.

The current adminisfration
began back in April of 1969 by
calling for a reduction of almosT

$90 million in federal support for
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library programs for 1970. That

was one quarter of the entire Office
of Education's proposed budget re-
duction. And now for the 1971 fiscal
budget There is a recommendation for
$2.5 million below Their recommended
cuts for 1970. Somebody up there
doesn't like or understand libraries.
|t sounds |ike they are trying to do
away with libraries.

It is all o matter of commit-
ment. We have been hearing the
adminisftration beating the drums for
the massive moon shot in education.
The 1970's are going to see them
mount a massive program to insure
tThat the 60 percent of the students



graduating from our schools that

can NOT read is wiped out. And how
are they going to do this? With
volunteers. That's right, with
volunteers. Let's you and | get on
the phone later foday and call up
Washington and ask how many volunteers
it took for NASA to put men on the
moon. Maybe they will let the edu-
cators borrow a few. Maybe |'m being
unkind. They have asked Congress for
$200 million for the program. $200
million to guarantee the children of
this country will be able to read

and all this money to be taken from
other programs. And the Department



of Defense gets 73.5 BILLION and
you know what they are doing with
that.

|t is time that we in tThis
country stop being commitfed To The
hardware of destruction and become
committed to people; We have To make
certain that the dignity of life and
education and the joy of discovery
and enlightenment is readily available
for oll; For poverty, hate, prejudice,
and dispair feed on ignoronce; We need
food for the hungry in this couniry
Food for the body and food for The
mind. The food for the mind is inc

the library but the people That are



|

part of that library are going To
have to fight to keep The doors

open because there are forces in
this country that want To keep a
lot of people going "mind hungry"..
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Well, my life has always been an interesting one and it's a rare privilege
to be introduced by one of our truly -great educators, a distinguished man in his
profession, Dr. Stanford. And I love this University so much that T just can't
get over the many wonderful things that happen to me over here at this University.
It's a real love affair that I have with it and to be introduced and presented
here tonight by a distinguished professional gentleman, the librarian educator, is
something I greatly appreciate., I want to thank you, Doctor, and I want to thank
you for that good story. 1I'm glad this is a family affair so we can tell a few
raucous ones like that, and.. I was interested that you did check through the press
as to my whereabouts and some of my activities. 1I'm ashamed of the New York Times;
I should have thought they would have taken note of me much earlier than that.
Apparently, they never heard of Doland, South Dakota. They always say they have
all the news that's fit to print. 1 was on the Doland High School track team, 1
played on the Doland High School basketball team; there weren't many kids in Doland
High Scheol, I want you to know, but if you were warm and alive you were on some-
thing, I guarantee you. 1 was on the debate team and I won the oratorical contest.
Now you would have thought that the New York Times would have had all of that
momentous, that panorama of events in my life all tabulated. I'm surprised, the
Doland Times Record has it all listed, I want you to know. For those of you who
don't know where Doland is, it's in Spink County, South Dakota, where I grew up
as a young man, only to go on to the wicked city of Huron, South Dakota later on,
where the great metropolitan area at that time was about 6,000 pcople, now a little
larger.

Now I come tonight, to be with a family of friends, or friends and family,
so to speak, and the first thing I want to do is to thank Miss Young and the
Minnesota Library Association and their president, Mr. Brown, for this certificate
of merit. If I were to say that I didn't deserve it, it would only be another time
that I told the truth. I've gotten more plaques and more things that I didn't
deserve, all of which, however, I greatly appreciate. Because, I want you to know,
Miss Young, after you've gone through what I've gone through you just appreciate
this, particularly considering its auspices.

Then too, I think we owe a special debt of gratitude to Ted Peck for his great
leadership, and I want to thank Ted. T think I want to thank his wife for letting
him do so much here and give us so much of his time. He's done a great job and
we're indebted to him and his staff. And to Hannis here, who's the one and only,
who goes on as he.. who tried to identify himself here with a river. Now listen,
Hannis, I don't want you to get too religious and too spiritual on this occasion
as to your immortality and eternity. But this I will say, he surely has enthusiasm
and he surely is a driver. He did a fine job for all cf us and for education in
particular and the library aspects of our education system.

I just came back from Washington as some of you know. I went in last night
to be prepared to testify before a committee of Congress this morning. 1've been
on the other side of that table interrogating witnesses for sixteen years in the
Senate and sending up witnesses for four years as the Vice President., The first
time I ever went before a Congressional Committee is when 1 was mayor of Minneapolis,
I'1l never forget that experience. T was frightened. I was shaking in my boots
and 1 can still remember every senator that was there at that hearing. So I know
how some people feel when they come before committees. Today I was there for a
great educational institution, the Woodrow Wilson Internmaticnal Center for Scholars,
I'm sure that many of you have not heard of it because it is new. But it is 2
living memorial to the former president, the late President, Woodrow Wilson, our
25th president, I believe. Woodrow Wilson was a scholar, he was a writer, he was
an educator and the Congress of the United States decided after seven years of
inquiry under a commission that has been appointed to pass legislation, to establish
a living memorial to Woodrow Wilson. And that iiving memorial is the establishment
of a very prestigous, respected and we hope high quality international center ior
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scholars in Washington, D.C. Both a physical facility as well as a great educa-
tional program, I am privileged to be the chairman of that board of trustees.

Now many things come to you in life that some people would just imagine is
just another thing that doesn't mean much. But I grew up in a home where there
was a father that loved Woodrow Wilson. I have had many people say to me, you
know, just about the only word of politics I'll inject into this, why are you
a Democrat? And I will say, simply because my father brought me up on Woodrow
Wilson., People have said to me why have you always been interested in interna-
tional relations? Because my father taught me about the League of Nations. 1T
remember my father having bound every issue of the Christian Science Monitor and
the New York Times during the period of the Paris Peace Talks and all the battle
over the League of Nations. And I remember that he gave those bound copies, as
a matter of fact, he bound the National Geographic too, and he had a book binder
that I think took it out in trade, as I recall. And he gave those books all to
our little high school library. And some years later when I was a senator I went
back to give the commencement address at Doland, South Dakota and 1 said to the
principal, I said, I want to go see the library. He said, what do you want to
go see that for? I want to see if my dad's books are in there. Now I'm going
to let you in on a secret. I found them but they were covered with dust way
down on some shelves and I took them out and put them on the table and I said
don't you ever let me come back here and not find these books where they belong.
Because they ought to be on the table. Because they asked me what they could
do for me, to honor me, I said keep my father's books up front. When my father
passed away the gift that he gave to me, all the rest was left in an estate for
my mother, but what he gave to me was his library. It was the finest library of
any man in town and he was known for having good books. What a privilege I had,
to grow up with good books. I grew up in a home where dad and mother read to
their children. My mother could tell more, what we call fairy stories. She
could make them up better than you could write them. She had been a school teach~
er, you know, when you didn't have to go through college to be a school teacher
in those early days; you went to normal school for a year or two. I still think
she was a better teacher than some of them 1've had that spent a lot of time in
college. Don't mean that college doesn't help because I'm in that business now.
But she loved people and loved children and therefore, had a way of communicat-
ing and was a good teacher. But my dad was a self educated man in many ways.
I've written about him.

I was once asked to write about the most famous man 1'd ever met. And 1'm
happy to tell you that Reader's Digest thought it was good enough they wanted to
publish it. T just happened to be talking to Bob Manning of the Atlantic Monthly
once, a friend of mine who's the editor. I'd met him over in London, got to know
him, he comes back, next thing I know he's a big man over in Atlantic Monthly,
publisher. And we were having him out to dinner one night and we got to talking
and Bob said, who's the most famous man you've ever known? I said, my father.
He looked, I said absolutely; he puts all the rest of them to shame. He said why
don't you tell me about it, so I did. I wrote it. I wrote a piece, I just dic-
tated it. You know I don't have much time for all this editing business and if
I don't have staff to help me it just has to come out raw, that's the trouble.

I live a fast, busy 18 hours a day, six, seven days a week and have been all the
time. I was brought up to believe not to judge a man by how many years he's
lived but by how many hours he was awake. My father told me when you're asleep,
you're dead and you'd be surprised at how many people die young.

Well, so I wrote this business up, you know, and one of the things that I
put out, one of the things that I put in that little story, that little piece,
was that I was so proud to have been the son of the father and mother that loved
books and loved good music. My father bought books like some people would buy




cigars. And he would buy records. We lived in a small rural town. We had the
finest record library which my sister received, 1 can remember when my father
used to get in the car out in South Dakota and drive in to see the, hear the
Minneapolis Symphony. That was a big drive in the Model T and the Model A, And
I remember later on, when in the forties, when plane travel after World War II
was readily available, Dad used to take off on his own, get Mom by the hand, ~ She
always kept a suitcase packed. She never knew when Dad was going to take off.
Be'd just decide one afternoon he was going to go to New York, go to the Metropol-
itan Opera. He was a small town druggist who had more culture than some of the
people I've known who thought they had an awful lot of it. Because I've been
around. There are very few people who have been more places. From the Kremlin
to the Vatican I've even slept in Windsor Castle and dined with Charles DeGaulle
and argued with Khrushchev, not in the kitchen, but argued with him.

So 1've been around and I've seen the best that they've had to offer, the
poets and authors and musicians and I must say that you don't always have to see
them and get to know them to know about the importance of learning. I really
think that when people are hungry for learning is when learning really counts.

I have a feeling that sometimes our real problem today is there's so much that
some people don't know if they want anything., And for those of us who have so
much forget that other people have been starved, starved for learning, starved
for culture. Most of us that have been privileged to go to a university, most
of us that are middle income, upper income people, have got so much available to
us that we don't really realize there's a thirst on the part of people who have
so little, '

I saw to it that every boy and girl that went through the Job Corps in the
United States government program for the Job Corps got a set of books. I went
and found some people who have a lot of money, that ought not to have that much.
They ought to spend some and I'm for getting them to spend it., And over a hundred
sixty thousand or more boys and girls went through that Job Corps, more than that,
a couple of hundred thousand and every one of them got a set of books, a bookcase
of books: on the Capitol, on the Presidency, on the Supreme Court, on the White
House, on great Americans. They were history books and each one of them that went
out as a graduate of the Job Corps Program, got, many of them, their first set
of books. You ought to see the letters that I've received from them. And one of
the men that headed this project for me was a gentleman from California who came
to this country as an immigrant after World War II and made a fortune and he just
wanted to do something for somebody else. He said I just want you to know what
a lucky man I am, how fortunate I am. I gave him the opportunity to share that
wealth. And every young man and woman that came out of the Job Corps camp for the
four years that I was Vice President of the United States got a set of books.

This is what I meant in 1964 when I talked about paperbacks.

And when I think of what we've been able to do overseas I wonder how many
of you realize that the Food for Peace Program where we took Minnesota soybeans,
South Dakota wheat, Minnesota dairy products and shipped it overseas and were
able to get that paid for in terms of local currency. That large amounts of that
currency, because of an amendment that I passed for the Food for Peace Program,
was converted into books, text books, magazines, scientific publications. I re-
member, I went to Pakistan and I went through a medical school and they had inade-
quate professional documents. They just didn't have it. I said well, we'll get
them. Well, how are you going to get them? I said when you have, when the govern-
ment of the United States has on deposit here large amounts of your currency, I'm
going back to get some of that currency released so that you can have it to buy
books. And if you can't buy books here, we'll get some other country where we
have currency. We'll get some other country where we have currency and buy the
books with that currency. And buy the books with that currency like Italian lira
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or Finn mark or whatever it was, and these counterparts, and we'll buy the books
and send them to you. And I would like to get a tabulation of the hundreds of
thousands of copies of books that came out of soybeans and butter and oats and
wheat and cotton and cotton seed and soybean oil. We changed it into books, into
libraries, into universities, into conferences, into seminars. You know, back

in the middle ages they used to, the old kings wanted to find a chemist, they |
called him an alchemist, that could change gross metal into gold. Well, we're
able to take food and make it into books and ports and harbors and universities
and classrooms under a program called Food for Peace.

This is why public life is interesting. It's why you can get things done in
public life. And you're in public life, you librarians and all those of you that
are associated. We're all in a sense public. As a member of the faculty here at
the University I am a part of the public life of this state. As a member of the
faculty of Macalester College, I feel the same way. I give my students large
numbers of reading. I encourage them to buy certain numbers of books that I want
them to keep and not to just transfer into a book shop because young people cught
to be encouraged to accumulate books. That's what we as people interested in
libraries and education can do in part.

Now Hannis and Ted, I have a full fledged rip snorting speech here but I'm
not going to make that speech. I'm going to think about it a little bit., I'll
remember a few things from it but I've just been talking to you and that's what
I think I'm going to do for the moments that are mine here. But I'11l cover all
that material. If you want a copy for your memoirs, I'll send it on over to you
and give you a copy and you can say, L was there the night and he sure did talk
too long but I'm glad he gave me a copy. I heard Hannis speaking to one of the
associates here and he said what comes after Humphrey and he said Tuesday, so
I'm going to get right down to business.

Last week I, I think you know that I'm privileged to be the chairman of the
board of special editors of the publications of Encyclopedia Britannica. 1 am
going to Tokyo Wednesday of this week and I shall be in Osaka at the Expo. We
are having our international meeting of all the representatives of this great
publishing company and we are publishing an entirely new encyclopedia in Japanese,
An entirely new encyclopedia, Japanese. It is my privilege to help put that
together, so to speak. What a new experience. A fantastic new enterprise for
two hundred and some scholars contributing, Asian thought scholars contributing
to this new publication. Two thousand, two hundred translators and I'm working
with all of them. I'm seeing these professors, these leaders in the field of
Asian thought and philosophy and science and what have you and for the first time
we're going to start to bring into western reference books Asian thought.

And I want to leave you with the thought right now that if we knew as much
as we ought to know about Asia we wouldn't be in the trouble we're in in Asia.

We have had a half-world knowledge of the world powers or we've been a world power
with a half-world knowledge. Remember we have representative government and we
only get the kind of policy that our people are capable of thinking about out of
their experience. And I keep pounding away at this because I think we have to
understand what is going on. We do not select for government genius because
there isn't that much to go around and the people that are there in Congress, in
the Presidency, in the White House, in the Cabinet, in the State Department, most
of them are, of course, the product of our educaticnal system. And Dr. Stanford,
in 1940 in the beginning of World War II there were fewer than ten universities
in the United States that had a graduate course in the Far East. One of the out-
standing scholars was right here at this campus, Dr. Quigley. Very few others.
We knew nothing about India, except that the British had it. We knew little or
nothing about what we call Southeast Asia except to call it Indochina and that it
was a French possession. We knew little or nothing about Indonesia except that



it was a Dutch colony. And all at once after World War II this whole tning's
right on top of us. And we started to make decisions because you have to.

One thing I learned in public life, my academic friends, don't go along
with it, But when you're in public life you have to decide. You can't wait for
next year's reports sometimes., You can't wait for another twenty years. When
you are a professor, you can say, I can say well, I'd like to study that a little
longer, you know, but there are times when you're in public life when you just
have to decide., You have to do something and you do the best you can do. It's
like a surgeon with a patient that is in critical condition. He can't wait to
get the next ten year's experiments on some kind of organics or some kind of a
transplant of an organ or whether or not this is a new kind of virus. He has to
deal with it the best way he can. Sometimes he may administer a drug that has
serious side effects because he didn't have time for all of the experimentation
that had to take place., I think that if you keep that in mind, you'll have some
historical perspective on what's going on in the world today.

Well, how do libraries fit into this? You can pretty well judge an educa-
tional system by the quality of its library and that is, I think, as true an
evaluation of an educational system as I can give you. You can fairly well judge
the character and the quality of a community by its investment in education and
I want to say to you what I've said all across this land. And I'm going to be
a very stubborn person about this., There is mo instance in recorded history of
any community becoming insolvent or on the verge of bankruptcy because of its
investments in education, None. But there are a host of examples of nations
and communities on the verge of bankruptcy or becoming insolvent or destroying
themselves because of their investments in armaments or in luxuries or in things
that did not pertain to the esthetic or the spiritual or the intellectual parts
of life.

Now I'm proud to be an educator, you see one of the reasons I wanted to be
President of the United States I've had people say, why would anybody ever want
to be president? Because two men affected my life., One of them I mentioned to
you, I mean of presidents, one was Woodrow Wilson, the other was Teddy Roosevelt.
Teddy Roosevelt said that the White House was a bully pulpit. And I've always
felt if I wasn't such a sinner I could have been a preacher. What he meant by
it was it was a place where you could inspire, where you can 1lift, where you can
broaden people's horizons, when you can give them a sense of perspective and
vision. And Woodrow Wilson said the White House is the world's greatest class-
room and the man that occupies it is the world's great professor. Well now,
Wilson understood that because he was truly a professor. And I've thought that
there ought to be a synthesis of the two: both inspiration, the kind of passive
commitment that Teddy Roosevelt gave to his presidency and the kind of intellec-
tual, rational approach that Woodrow Wilson gave to it. And if you're a teacher
this. . is the best of everything, I mean this is the whole world wrapped up in
one package. And since I didn't quite make that world's best classroom, I've
come back to the second best one, right here in Minnesota and its classroom. And
I'm proud to be in education. I only wish that I did a better job at it because it
does require real professional competence. As we know, and some of us are like
itinerant preachers, we don't really take time enough to study as deeply as we
should. We rely a great deal upon our experiences rather than upon the accumulated
culture of mankind,

Libraries today are changing as just everything else is changing. I suppose
that no country has built as many libraries as the United States. Now, you
generally hear what's wrong with our country. Let me tell you that compared with
the rest of the world we have more libraries in the United States than all the
rest of the world put together. We have great libraries too, with the Library of
Congress, with our own great library here at the University, with the great Harvard
Library, the Stanford Library, the University of California, the Princeton Library.
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Oh, there are many. We have municipal libraries like no other community in the
world., Oh, you'll find a great library in Paris or another great one at Berlin
or another great one in London but all across this nation of ours are magnificent
libraries and of course this great industrialist, Carnegie, after having extracted
wealth from the steel industry and indeed, even from the open iron ore pits of-
Minnesota, decided to take that wealth which, by the way, he extracted out of the
back of his workers as well. He decided to give it to libraries.

But I remember when I came to Huron, South Dakota, as a young man after grad-
uating from high school in Doland, South Dakota, there was a Carnegie library.
And it was a very important part of our cultural life in that community. What do
those small towns have for entertainment? What did they have, at least, in those
earlier days, when I was a young lad? We had seldom even a movie and we had a
library if you were lucky. We had our home town athletics, the high school class
plays and occasionally some roving band of troubadours coming through but that
was about it. That wasn't the day of television. It wasn't the day of the mass
communication such as we have now. But I think it is fair to say if you were to
ask any person to identify one thing about America, if they didn't mention that
we were all rich, which is of course kind of a myth that has been perpetrated
upon mankind which most people abroad think is true, the other thing they would
say is education. Because we really have developed in this country the greatest
single, the greatest system of education. A’'pluralistic system to be sure, public
and private, but the greatest system of education of any country in the world.

Now having said all of that, we have to have our own standards because
we're blessed with more things than anybody else in the world. Six percent of
the world's population consuming forty percent of the world's goods. We have
so much and how much we have had. Little, therefore, should we complain in terms
of helping others and yet with all that we have, we've learned, that there was
much more that we needed. We have witnessed what can happen to a child. Now
I think that's the best way to judge anything that you do. What does it do to
a child? Because a child first of all gives you an honest response; they are
filled with integrity. You want to know what's going on in somebody's house, just
ask little Johnny. They give you an accurate tape recording. Well, maybe we
should. We should judge what we should do, what we do do, and what we don't do
by the effect upon a child. You see a little preschool child and librarian and
there they are trying to decipher words, looking at picture books. You see a
child in the elementary school and they're pawing through and paging through
documents and they're maybe trying to write a paper or improve their reading and
their eyes are wide awake and they're in the realm of fantasy and imagination and
yet, also practical study. You see the youngster that's in high school or what
we call secondary school today and they're more serious about it and of course
today there are so many new things going on in libraries that we have to really
be up to date. They're using every conceivable new device and technique that we
have. And then we see our higher education students, really knowing that there
is no way they can get an experience in higher education unless they know how to
use the library. A library is a useless instrument unless people know how to use
it.

And one of the things I would hope we could get out of Library Week is to
show people, not only that we have a library but to show people how to use it.
It's like having all the wonder drugs and not knowing how to take them. Or it's
like having a marvelous automobile and not knowing how to drive it. What good
does it do unless you know how to use it? And I believe that one of the tasks of
a librarian today is to launch a program. How you're going to do it, I don't
know, but you're ingenuous and you're innovative and you must think about it. We
must convince people that a library can be used. I know lots of people that don't
use a library because they don't know how to use it and they're afraid to ask.
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People are really embarrassed to show at times their limitations and this is
particularly true of people who have already established themselves, so to speak,
in a community. They don't want to reveal their lack of knowledge so we ought
to have a kind of public information program going all the time on how to use
your library. These are your books, these are your pictures, these are your re-
cords, these are your tapes, these are your films, this is your equipment, Mr.
Citizen, Mrs. Citizen, young lady, young man, We want to help you learn how to
use it. A manual of how to use it, it's really a liability unless you can put it
to use, I would hope that you would make this part of our goal and as you talk.
And I'm on TV and radio a little bit this week and L've been doing some tapes.
I plan to talk about how to get accustomed to the library. In fact I want to see
if we can, Ted and Hannis and the others, I want us to after this Library Week
to have a follow up program of where we get our libraries to try to go to more
and more of the clubs and more and more of the organizations throughout our state
and continue on radio and television to show people not only that we have a new
library at Fairmont or that we have a new one at Red Wing or we have a new one
here or there, but how do you use it. How do you put it to work? And it can be
taught., I look at educational television a good deal. I never have seen a course
on how the public can use the library. Maybe I've just been missing the boat
but I think it would be a great idea to get on there to show people how a library
operates, how people use it, how easy it is to use it. How you can work the
stacks, how you can work the, whatever the system is. Of course there are all
kinds of systems. And one thing above all, the willingness to just go up to the
librarian and say I need your help. I need your help. I remember when I took
pharmacy training the old professor of mine said I don't want you to remember one
single thing, Hubert, except where to go to get the information. Because if you
try to remember all these formulae and if you try to remember all -these drug
assays, all these means and the Latin derivation, the chemical analysis, you
start to remember this you'll kill half the people who come in there with their
prescriptions, You just remember where to go get the information. Just remember
how to use the library, how to use the information and I think this is so important.
Well dear friends. Libraries like I said, like everything else are changing.
I got some information there that I'd like to share with you. Under this Library
Services and Construction Act there are two basic acts as you know: the Library
Services and Construction Act and then the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
Of course, there are all kinds of other libraries like the new medical library
in Washington that we have out' by the National Institutes of Health, the Agricul-
ture, the library for agriculture. We have huge library resources and this
morning I was trying to put together this program for the Woodrow Wilson study
to show how we can use all those resources. We're establishing a brand new
library in the Smithsonian Institution for prestigous scholars from all over the
world, tying in the Library of Congress, tying in all the depository libraries,
tying in all the library facilities of the State Department, every department of
government, the library of the House of Representatives, the library of the
United States Senate, the libraries of every college and university in the District
of Columbia and the neighboring area into one massive reference system. 5o that
when we bring forty scholars, as we're planning on doing in this first year,
twenty from the United States and twenty from abroad, they will have at their
fingertips the greatest reserve resource of reading material and library material,
the greatest cultural resource that the world has ever accumulated in one area,
in the District of Columbia, but right there just like that; immediate information,
immediate book publication and cultural documents. What a fascinating business
that is and we're getting it off, by the way, .I want you to know - getting it off
the ground.



Well, in 1957 and 1969, you know, I always say you've got to give people
faith that our system works. A lot of people are questioning our system today.
So do I, I question it all the time., I started questioning it in my earliest
memory. - I know I questioned it when I was a student here at the University
because it was the period of depression. I wasn't at all sure it would work and
help me at all. I see more about young student radicals and militants and I
say what are you radical about, you should have been around when I was going to
college around here, No jobs., I lived in a house with three fellows and two
of them got tuberculosis and one of them died of it. The other was Freddy
Manfred, Freddy Pikey Pikemer, the author. I don't know, I guess I got a little
bit of it myself because when I went out and took a medical examination for
Selective Service they found all kinds of bumps on my lungs. We were hungry,
it's a fact, hungry. So we had doubts about the system, I'll guarantee you that.
But I tried to show how this system can work. And that's important because there
are some people today who would like to destroy our system and the rest of us
better make up our minds how to change it and adapt it and make it work for
everybody, everybody. John Stewart Mills said let a man have nothing to do for
his country and he shall have no love for it. Let a man not be involved in
decisions involved in the life of his country and he'll have no love for it.
He'll be glad to destroy it. We've got to involve people, we've got to bring
them in, we've got to show them that there's something happening. I go across
this country every day. I'm doing something trying to show people not that the
system is perfect, to the contrary. Democracy is like the flowing river that
Hannis talked about. It's constantly moving. It's a tactic, it's a strategy, it's
a technique of human relations and we've got to move with it, change with the times,

But look what's happened, Starting in '57 to '69, just twelve years, eighty
five million people received new and improved library services, public library
services during that time. That's a pretty good accomplishment. We've still got
a lot to go but eighty five million people received better and improved and some
of them for the first time library services, Fifteen million people received
public library services for the first time; that's better than a million a year -
almost a million and a half a year, that's pretty good. Six hundred and fifteen
bookmobiles were put into operation, should have put many more. Forty five
million books were purchased for libraries and yet having said all of that it
is still estimated that fifteen and a half million to sixteen million Americans,
primarily in small towns and rural areas, are without any kind of library service
at all. In the years from 1966 to 68 there were eleven thousand, six hundred and
eighty new school libraries in elementary schools. That's a three year period.
That's going some. Ten thousand of those, I should say, were in elementary, the
other two thousand approximately, were in secondary schools. But having said
that, there are over forty thousand schools, elementary schools in the United
States, with no library services.

I think the best thing I ever did for a library was in the District of Col-
umbia. I've got to tell you that story. Anecdotal stories are much better than
all these facts. I used to work on Saturdays. Every Saturday in my office as a
senator cause I, during that time we didn't have quite so many people calling us
and I could get caught up. And I'd have about half staff. We'd have half the
people work every other Saturday. And you know when you've got a good staff they
try to keep people away from you. 4nd of course, I tried to tell them that isn't
the way you get elected, you know, so they wanted me to be very studious and
very, you know, time for meditation., I said that I1'd have plenty of time for
that when I'm defeated, don't worry. I mean, I'll have lots of time for it. Well,
so this is very important in politics. Be sure you have somebody out in the
front office that wants you to see people; not somebody that can explain that he's
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not in only to have his voice booming out as mine did because I was never a very
well disciplined fellow. But anyway, on this day I heard somebody out at the
front desk, no, he's not in today, 1'm sorry young folks, you cannot see him and
if he were in he'd be very busy. So I like young people and 1 knew there were
some young people out there and I was going to fix that secretary anyway. So T
just walked right on out, right out and I said well, he may not be in but there's
been a reincarnation, son. Here he is, right here. Right here, here I am, now
what is it all about? Well it was five students from the District of Columbia
School. Now here's their sad story. I took them into my office and I was already
accused of spending too much time with these young folks but I'll tell you I get
awfully tired of older folks sometimes, I have a little sign up there that
when I get weary of people that are always trying to remake the world and people
that are always concerned and worried then I like tc turn my attention to children
and gentle people, etc. because it kind of refreshes you. You get awfully weary
of the other after while. Well, these kids were there and they said, Mr. Senator,
we've been trying for two years to get somebody to listen to us. We've been up
here every Saturday, nobody would listen to us. I said you've got to be kidding.
No, because you know, they're just young people. And I said you're not just
you, not just those of us, but people from our school. We've been trying to
get a chance to get somebody interested in our school library. I said, well tell
me your story. It's all a matter of record. It's all in the record. They told
me their story and here's what I found out. I found out, for example, there
wasn't one single librarian in an elementary school in the District of Columbia,
in the nation's capitol. 1962, ladies and gentlemen, there was not one single
librarian in a junior high school. But there were some in the senior high
school, As a matter of fact, most of the elementary schools had no library at
all, Not only a librarian, they didn't have any library and over the half of
the junior high schools didn't have a library. Then they showed me the books.
For example, a textbook that they had on science was so up to date that it showed
the Tri Motored Ford plane as the latest means of air transportation and I
remember it said that it could fly across the continent with only one stop and
the history book brought them right up to the time of the Nazi-Russian pact of
1940, They didn't have World War 1I yet. That hadn't been brought into their
history books yet, that's a fact. They had language books. One for every seven
young people studying a foreign language in the District of Columbia, 1962,
Geography books that were so obsolete that they should have been back in the
hill country someplace, You know, they tell that story about that fellow that
was going to teach, found a job teaching, and the school board asked him, well,
how do you teach geography? He said to them, well, how do you like it? They
said, do you teach it flat or round? He said, I can teach it either way. Well,
this is about the way it was with their geography books.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, let me tell you what we did. I'll show you
what persistence does, I made it my business to take five minutes every day of
the week in the Senate. Every day to harangue the United States Senate on the
inadequacy of books in the District of Columbia. I'm happy to tell you that we
poured in hundreds of thousands of dollars after a while to modernize those books.
And Mrs. Robert McNamara, later on, the wife of the Secretary of Defense, organ-
ized a citizens committee in the District of Columbia and we got books for our
kids down there. You wonder why people have problems in education. May I say
quite respectfully, that one of the reasons there wasn't any books in these sthools
was because many of the children were black. The District of Columbia Committee
used to learn by some people in other parts of the country. They didn't care.
Fortunately, it was changed. This is the story about books and libraries and
today there are librarians in those schools. And there are libraries in those



schools. I found there wasn't a lighted playground in the District of Columbia,
Can you imagine when I became Vice President of the United States, 1965, not

one single illuminated playground in the District of Columbia for the kids you
know. You wonder why the high rate of crime. I went out and raised money to
take all the old lamps and bulbs and lights from the old Griffith Stadium after
the Senators left there and came to Minnesota. They had all those old bulbs &and
lights out there. I can plainly see why the Senators never won any ball games;
they couldn't see at night. But I raised, to show you what you can do, I raised
two hundred thousand dollars privately to have those lamps and got the local
utility to put up the light posts and we illuminated playgrounds. Today there
are one hundred and forty three illuminated playgrounds in the District of
Columbia with permanent illumination. It can be done, But I have little time
for people who say, I don't know what to do, I can't do this. The can't doers
just can move over because what we need are people that are can doers. People
that will take ahold of something and run with it and do something about it.

Now, let's take a look at our beloved Minnesota. Here are the latest
statistics that I've got here about new school libraries, new school libraries
and instructional materials under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act
Title II for the nation. Now, the boys provided to forty five and a half million,
forty five million, three hundred thousand children, for the fiscal year 1968,
and one million, seven hundred thousand teachers in public and private, elementary,
secondary schools. Just think of that, new book materials, new teaching materials,
new library facilities for forty five million plus children in materials from
1960. 1In Minnesota today, in this last year, nearly ten percent of the elementary
schools are without libraries. In Iowa forty two percent, in North Dakota forty
percent, in Wisconsin twenty percent without libraries. Elementary schools in
Montana ninety percent. .

Now ladies and gentlemen, we can put libraries in every single school in
the United States for the cost of one aircraft carrier. And provide a librarian
at double the pay that she's getting right now for the rest of her life., The
total life of library's money expanded by the Federal Government was under one
hundred and fifty million dollars for one year. One aircraft carrier costs
seven hundred and fifty million dollars, now, if they don't have a cost overrun.

I want you to get this, because I want librarians to be fighters. Listen, we

spent two billion, two hundred million dollars on a tank that never operated.

That's what we call research and development. But it didn't research and it didn't
develop. And very little is said about it. We spent seven hundred and ninety
million dollars on an airplane engine that never lifted the fuselage off the ground.
It didn't work. So when somebody tells you and tells me that we can't afford

books and libraries, just tell them that 1've heard a different story. And I
almost told you what you can tell them after. What Dr. Stanford told you in the
story tonight,

Now, I'm concerned and I want us now, I'm going to try to wind this up for
you. Our libraries of tomorrow are what we've got to talk about. They're going
to have to be computerized. You know that the computer has a great role to play.
We're going to have microfilm and microfiche. Here is a book that, the book is
called Timothy Dwight Travels in New England and New York, and there's five
hundred and sixty pages right here, leaving room for another four hundred and
forty pages on one fiche. A thousand pages on one card and this is going to be
the library, and in many instances, the big library of tomorrow. It's going to
take the machinery, to take equipment, but this is just a matter, as they say, a
matter of technology. Anybody can get a-little hand television camera that isn't
half as big as this, that doesn't weigh two and a half pounds, three pounds and
take it to the moon, can figure out how to take a card like this and make it




readable, if you want to do it. It costs five million dollars for a camera and
those pictures that you see when you see Apollo 13, I know, I was chairman of

the Space Council, five million dollars, what it costs to make one as a miniatur-
ized. Nobody complained about that at all. Now, I'm not complaining about it,
I'm glad to get the pictures of the moon but we can do what we want to do. And
I did say if you can open up space, what a tragedy it would be to close the doors
of the library in the same decade,

Libraries are basic to economics. Right here in our state, our Technical
Services Program of our state's library system is a valuable instrument for our
state industries. Our program of tying into the central library system in this
state is advancing now which means that every library will soon become a great
library because of the tie-in with closed circuit television, with modern comm-
unication, with the computer. We can pop into any library in the state, just like
that. We're going to be able to have, right shortly, all kinds of print out
materials that we can get because of the computer system. Every library, because
of the information science we're developing, a whole new breed of librarians,
information scientists. Systems retrieval of collating, indexing, abstracting,
conflation, we are now at the pilot point project of instantaneous mechanical
translation of foreign languages.

In the Soviet Union they've been experimenting with it for twenty years,

And they have an amazing system in the Soviet Union that I visited this last
summer where they have got all of their scientific journals, eighty percent of
all the scientific journals of the world, on computers. Over eighty percent of
all of them and they're now starting with the social science journals, And I
worked out an agreement with the Academy of Science in the Soviet Union with the
Library of Congress of the United States, as a private citizen, not as a govern-
ment official, for the exchange of information,

We're beginning to move., Tremendous things are happening. You're in the
most revolutionary development., Wait'll you talk about modern industry changes,
Library services are changing more rapidly than any industry in this state or
in this nation. They're just coming alive and we need retraining programs just
as we need them for pilots and spacemen and even for doctors. Just as doctors
have to learn new techniques about new medications and about new types of surgery
and care, so do librarians. We know all, of course, about our Braille and our
audio visual and our films and our recorders and our records and our study rooms
and we know about our big print for the partially sighted. These are things that
are almost commonplace except most places they are experimental. They haven't
made it general yet. When I think of the thousands of young people today that
are involved in volunteer services across our country in libraries.. This is an-
other thing I want to say, project in Library Week.

I want you to start telling people about the thousands of young volunteers
in colleges and high schools across the country that are in the ghettos reading
stories to little kids out of books, telling them how to use a book, working in
store front libraries, working on bookmobiles, really remarkable. If you go to
Philadelphia, Cleveland and San Francisco, New York, Boston, these places, you'll
see this going on all the time. This is the volunteer generation and I wish
to goodness young people got publicity for what they do. How, at the University
of California, Los Angeles, we found a student body there, sponsoring a camp for
five thousand disadvantaged kids in that city. Students at the University pay
for it all and man it all. They don't get a line for it. But let them have a
little riot, occupy a building and they're right up there. But here's a remarkable
program that's going on.

Now we have a program that's called a reading program, the "Right to Read".
I'm sure we're all interested in it, I'm for the "Right to Read" Program announced
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by Commissioner Allen, 1I1've spent an hour and a half with Commissioner Allen
two weeks ago. I speak of the Commissioner of the Office of Education, a fine
and good man. There's some... there's some illiteracy in this country, there's
basic illiteracy in America. We've had trouble with reading and reading is
part of your business and you've got to have reading if you're going to have
libraries. And librarians should be involved in this. And, by the way, there
is going to be a Reading Council appointed. I want to make sure that we get
librarians on it so we tie in not just the elementary and secondary school
teacher but we tie in the librarian because the librarian maybe will do more to
teach reading than anybody else and what kind of services you have are very
important. So we want to be sure to tie in. But this "Right to Read" Program
is supposed to have two hundred million dollars attached to it and I think you
ought to know that that two hundred million dollars is not new money. That two
hundred million dollars is going to come out of your library funds, what little
you have left. And it is going to come out of Title I of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act. Not a single, new dollar, You can't keep reshuffling
the deck without getting the spots finally worn off the cards.

Now, we've cut back the resources for education from four billion to two and
a half, And if T sound a little bit political, you just take it as it is. Now
you are going to have to learn to fight for education or you are not going to
get anything. That's what I told the American Library Association and I think
I got some librarians fired up. They went on down there to Congress and for
the first time, Congressmen saw librarians spitting fire as they were coming
in the door. Now library services were cut in the last budget by ninety million
dollars. And they have been cut another sixty percent. Now you are not going
to have much library funds and what you are counting on for these innovative
programs, for the new facilities that you need, the new books and particularly,
may I say, for the disadvantaged, but for any library service, is going to
depend on dollars. Commitment is dollars; rhetoric, that is just generalities.
We've got to have the money., And I want you to keep in mind as you talk to
people and when talking on the television, when you are on radio, stand up for
your profession., The air traffic controllers do, postmen do, the teamsters do,
the bankers do, they got some interest rate increase. The teachers are doing it.
What about you? And you are speaking not for yourself, you are speaking for
the thousands and thousands of users of library services. And in all across
this country there is a need of more library services.

And T conclude by telling you that the library is the inheritance of a civil~
ization. It's the one way that we pass from one generation to another man's
accumulated knowledge. And today, you're in this revolutionary development of
making that information digestible, usable, available., You are overrun with
periodicals, as you all know. There is an information glut; it comes like a tidal
wave, And this is why now we need to develop these scientific systems, these
technical systems that help collate, sort, retrieve, disseminate, properly utilize,
make useable this tremendous volume of informational material that comes to us.
Somebody said that man's judgement is no better than his information. And your
job is to help the American people gain better capacity for judgement. Informa-
tion doesn't necessarily make us wise but it can help. And surely, a library
that becomes an integral part of a school system, an educational experience, can
be a tremendous help. '

So as you leave here tonight, particularly those that are librarians and,
those of you on the Citizen Committee, let's just remember that we are really the
front line fighters in the educational struggle. You cannot have a good high
school without a library. You can have a good library without a high school but
you cannot have a good high school without a library. You cannot have a cultural
center, a community that has a basic culture, without a library. And you can't
have good elementary and secondary education without a library. And I say to all



of those of us in higher education, that the hope of better higher education is
not in higher education alone, It's in better elementary, secondary and pre-
schools; that's where you start, And we've got to start little children with
that excitement that comes from the learning experience, with the new films, with
the new records, with the new books, with the new methods of instruction. And

I have been in libraries to see these little children, their eyes just open big
as a lightbulb as they have been brought to that first great experience of the
story, of the book, of the letter, of the picture, with somebody there to help
them to digest it, this great intellectual and spiritual adventure.

So I've been proud to be a part of this week, of this effort. I1've just
talked to you very plainly tonight, off the cuff. My heart is filled with the work
that you are trying to do. If I am any good at anything, it is hopefully, that
I can inspire you to want to do more. I want you to feel important; if you don't
feel important, you can't do anything. You have to have pride in your profession
and not self-satisfaction, there is a lot of difference. Somebody said that
success is a man who wished to succeed and worked. A failure is a man who wished
to succeed and wished. We can't afford to be failures; we've got to work. We've
got to encourage other people to join us. So go on out now and be salesmen of
modern library services, and salesmen of education, the provocateurs, so to speak,
of creating interest in your community on what we are trying to do in this National
Library Week and then let's not just let it be a week. Let's have this week as
a way to get some experience so that we can really pour it out afterwards.
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