
ADDRESS BY H. H. HL1}1PHREY 
Ramsey Junior ~igh School 

May 29, 1970 

I have been given the rare privilege this morning of addressing one of the 

finest junior high schools, not only in the twin city area, out I think in qur 

country; and I want to make the best of the time which is available to me. 

This rlay of May 29, just one day before the commemorative ceremonies and 

eY.ercises of :.iJemorial Day, has 9 special significance for me today. Before I 

arrived here this morning, I vras tuned in to the''roday''show on television. 

Most of you have to get to school before you get a chance to see the'Today" 

show. Some of us who can kind of la ~ behind a li t tle bit can get in on it. 

This morning a very good friend of mine was on the show in an interview with 

'<arl:J ara ~rJalters. And the young man that I refer to is the senator from 

Massachuse tt s, Senator Ted Kennedy. 

He w;s being i nterviewed about his brothers, the President of the United 

States, the late President John Kennedy, and the late United States Senator , 

Ito bert Kennedy. Robert Kennedy vras the victir. of the assassin 1 s bullet on 

June 6. John Kennedy was born on Kay 29. Interestingly enough, the Senator's 

brother, Bob, has his birthday in November, and his brother John Kennedy was 

ac:sassinated in November. The peri od of time inbetween the birthdays and 

the assa s sinations of bo t h was almost identica l. 1·.fha t a series of tragedies 

hP.ve befallen our country. 

But I wanted to mention the da t e o.f ~'ay 29 fo r one reason. Not only 

because it -vms John Kennedy' s b ~ rthrlay, but because my birthday is May 27. 
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When I served in the Senate of the TTnited States as the majority VThip, which was 

the legislative leader for the President, T used to have a lot of conversations 

with this youn~ president about our birthdates. I would try to convince him 

that we should celebrate them together. I said, "Now, Mr. President, your 

birthday is the :?9th. It could have just as well been the 27th--you never can 

ouite tell. My birthday is the 27th--it might j ust as well been the 29th. Why 

don't we comor:Jmise and you have t he birV:day part;r in the White House on the 

28th for both of us." I regret to tell you tha t it didn't work, but I made a 

valiant effort. 

I tell you this little story sirnoly hecause the man that I mention, 

President Kennedy, I think cha ra ctP rizes the theme of wha t I ~a nt to talk 

about this morning. He was _a chari smatic, exciting , man. He was a true 

patriot in the sense of having servf'nl his countr y in every concei,rable vray 

in peace and in war. He wAs Cln intellip;ent ma n. He was 1-ri.lling to pioneer, 

to trv new things. He stood up for the ~ea k and he stood up against t he strong. 

And he understood that the most i mportant duty , and the qreatest service of 

a leader is to oursue relentlessly, p~tientlv, endur i ngly , the ca11se of peace. 

And of course without the peace that this 1-mr ld ne Ad s t,here is not much ~uture 

for any of us. It is the highest t ask of sta t esmanship and the highest call ing 

to finrl a wa ~r not only to bring peace in the world, but oeace in our own 

country. And possibly thPt starts, and I think it does, with peace withi n 

ourselves. Trying to cleanse ourselves of the bitterness, the prejudice, the 

selfishness, the hatred, or whatever it may be that tends to put us in turmoil 

and in violence within our own psychic makeup. 

'rhe sc-hools of Minneapolis have, I think very appr::>priately, asked that 

there be some commemoration of Nem::>rial Day in the school pe riod. Novr Memorial 

Day is the time, ·as has been stated here hy your sc hool president, ~-Jhen we pay 
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our respects to those who serve this country •. · Pay our resnects to those who died 

for this country. ~ight I suggest that it is also a time to renew our commitment 

to those r,rho want to live for this country. And I hope that's all of us. We 

take a great deal of interest in people's buying conditions. I would suggest 

that we also take a great deal of interest in our living conditions. 

It is indeed fitting and aporopriate that we should look with respect and 

honor and indeed admiration upon those who have given everything, the suoreme 

sacrifice of their life, to the nation. But might I say that there is another 

sacrifice that can be every bit as great--and that is living for the nation-­

and working for it--r!nd under standinr what this nation means • . Because America, 

as a great English ~~iter put it, should not be known for its size, or its 

geograohy, or its grandeur, or its •..realth, or its population, all of t·rhich are 

vP-ry big. But as Thomas Huxley asked the question, "What will you do vTith these 

things1" As Emerson put it, "We will be judged by the quality and the character 

of our people." And when I listen to the strains of "America The Beautiful," 

I have to ask myself, are we just playing music about hills, and valle:-.s, and 

mountains, and oceans, and the rolling praries; all of which is wonderPul, yes • 

. ~nd vre should be grateful for it, because this country of ours is a panorama of 

physical bea.uty--none of which 'ie created--all of vrhich was given to us--all of 

which we inherited from Divine Providence or Nature. But isn't really the test 

of America's beauty the quality of its people? Isn't the beauty of this country 

to he found in our own faces? Or maybe in the ugliness of the country. In our 

own countenance, in our own spirit, in what we are. 

I marched in Hashington in August, 1963, with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

in the freedom march. Down Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues to the Lincoln 

Memorial. And I heard Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. give one of the most moving 

dissertations and orations that this world has ever known. As his voice rang 
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out and he said, "I have a dream," and then he explained to us, some of us that 

were not quite as gifted with vision as he, what that dream was. And he said 

his dream was that he wanted to live for the day when his children would not 

be judged by the color of their skin, or their circumstances of birth, or their 

creed, or their economic status. He said, "I have a dream where my children will 

be jud~;ed only on the quality of their character." On merit. Now that's what 

America is all .about. Not that we have fulfilled it . Any more tha.n we have 

fulfilled the golden rule, "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you." 

As a matter of fact, the great standards of civilization are not always lived 

by, but we are judged by them. 
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And I want this audience or young men and women to remember that a democracy 

is not finished business. Democracy is a constant challen~e to you to carry 

on the business. To improve. It js a constant de mand upon human conduct. On 

hu~an behavior. And deMocracy ,does not survive in violence or disorder. It 

survives through rational thought, throuf"h nersuasion, through education, 

through commitment, throw~!: d'"dication. 

And now maybe He can then ask ourselves on Hemorial Day what kind of 

com,...·i tment do we have, 'r.That kind of dedication do v1e have. We can maybe ask 

ourselves what do we mean by patriotism. Because there are three or four 

great patriotic days before us. Very shortly--Hemorial Day, Flag Day, Fourth 

of July--at least those three. And I 'm sure that on those three, on some of 

those days, there will be parades, and we'll put up the flag, we'll salute, 

and we'll put our hand over our heart. We'll have bands, and there will be 

all kinds of thin ~s, and many oeople say that's patriotism. Well, that's part 

of it. I don't diminish it. I think it has something to do with it. But I 

think we have to ask ourselves, what does that salute mean, \-rhat does that hand 

over the heart mean, what does this music mean, and what does this flag mean, 

and what is it all about. 
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'.Je generally associate patriotism with the uniform. 'rlell , there are all kinds 

of unifoMns, ladies and ~entlemen. There's the uniform of the soldier, yes; and 

there's also the uniform of the teacher, the student, the worker, the business-

1118n, and e~rery one of them has a role to plav. %cause you see America is not 

as mighty and as strong as its armies or its wealth. America is as stronP, as 

its people . 

Possibly the greatest single act of pAtriot ism is to ~et en education. To 

liberate yourself. To emancipate yQurself from your fears and your doubts . To 

bRnish ignorance and illiteracy. And to open up one' s mind to new thoughts and 

new ideas, and to be willing to receive those thoughts and ideas. 'T'o be willing 

to say them, and to be willing to orotect the ri "hts of others to say them. You 

see, free speech carries with it the rlutv also to listen. Tt•s not onlv the 

right to speak, but the privilege to be heard. ThAt's what democracy is about. 

Now I would like to define for you then, in the moments that are mine here 

today, what I think patrioti sm is. I have r~velled a grea t deal as your Vice­

President and Senator, and ~een around the world a little bit. T have travelled 

1,250,000 miles since 1964 by plane alone. That's a lot o~ miles. I 've been in 

52 countries and all the continents. Over the South Pole and the North Pole. 

An0 I think I have seen a lot of people. I've seen the poorest of the poor, the 

richest of the rich, the blackest of the black, and the whitest of the white. 

I've been in the bush country of Africa and I've been on Park Avenue. I 've been 

in the fil thy slums of our cities, and out here in the wonderful communtties that 

grace our state. And that's why I say that when you get r ight down to it, the 

strength of this country, or the weakness of it, is in its ·people. A little 

country like Denmark has no natural resources at all. Not even the waterfalls. 

But it is a rich country and it is an important country ~or one reason--people. 

Educated. Livinp in a democra tic society and makinp out of that wealth of 

personalitv and character--a rich society. 
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Bare's my definition of patriotism. One of my heros in public life has been 

Adlai Ste,renson. I knew him as a oersonal friend. When he passed a ... ray in London 

I was privileryed to ~o to London to pick up his remains, to bring his body back, 

as a personal friend. Adlai Stevenson never got to be President, but he had as 

much influence on this country as most men hPve who become President. He had 

a 1uality of decency, of honor, that he orojected into the Ame-ican political 

system. He defined patriot)sm one ti~e like this. I just found this last night 

as I was lookine- through some paoers. H~ said, "?atriotism is not the short 

and frenzied outburst of emotion, hut th e tranquil, quiet, and s t eady dedication 

of a lifetime." 1le ry inport.ant . ,l113t doing your life. Just taking care of 

yourself. Just do in~ your ,ioh. Just fin) s hi. n ~ ?OUr school work. Just being 

yourself. ~hat's oP t riotism. The quiet , stea dy, dedication of a lifetime. 

Patriotism is defined many times as lo ve of country--Pnd I thi nk we ought 

to lo ve it. Tt isn't perfect by a l :m~ ways. 8ut it perr~its us, as the founding 

fathers of this Republic sa)d, to have the pursuit of happiness. qememher, the 

Oeclar~tion of Independence didn't say you had it . Tt said you were s upposed 

to hAve as an inalienable right; life, liberty, anrl the oursui t of happ i ne s s. 

T mean you coulr work toward the chance to be happy. You could work for the 

chance to make something out of your life. 

R11t lovP of country--let me say a word about it. A very prominent English 

phi losopher once said a man or person shall have no love for his country if he 

has nothinn: to rio for it. 0r to put it this way, and I quote him exactly, "But 

let r> man hP.'Te nothing to do for his country, and he shall have no lo,re for it." 

Deny people the chance to participate in this country; deny them the chance of 

a job because of their race; deny them the chance of a ~ood education because 

or where they come from; deny people the chance to be something; and you can't 

exnect them to lo·re the country. But let them hPve a part of it; let them be 

a pr1rt of it; and they'll have love for it, and nro~ect it, and build. 
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Patriotjsm is service. Not just military service, ~ut service to others. 

"'or example, I noted in your na:1er some of vou have been doinf! the Walk for 

Development. I hope it was a ~reat success. Th~t's patriotism. Pope Paul 

said that develop'Tlent is the new wo::-rl ~"or peace. The 1>Jalk for Development, 

that's oa trioti sm. It takes a lot of courage, it takes time. It t akes more 

time ror the Halk for development tl-Jan it does to rio this. \Talk for Development. 

'T'he TeAn roros. 'T'hat's oatriot i sm. The Peace \,oros. That's patriotism. rroi ng 

out and haloing someone else in this comrnmity that rloesn' t have a fair b.,..eak , 

hat's behind, that 's havtn~ tro11h]e. T~ at's patfiotism. 

Patri~tism is als~ the respect for our h~rita~e . I f v~u Are no t proud 

of yourself, your ~"amilv, ?ncl your CO"'~ ' ll~itv , and vour people, how can you have 

any oride in any-thing . Resp'3ct for o;rr heri ta~e •. !,:hat is our heri taFCe, T"'Y 

fellow /lmericans? Onr ' · eritc>~e is not only vrhite, .Am;lo - Sa xon, Protestant. 

nur herita ~e is not just ratholic , Protestant, and J ew. Our herita~e is the 

oeoples of the earth. And we need to know a bout that herita~e. We need to 

know of the contributions of the different peorles that make uo this America . 

'·!e ne'3d to know, and in the last ten years we 2re beginning to find out . 

\'ouldn' t you h?ve thouf"ht. we would have found out much earlier a boat the 

contrihutions of' the American ~tegro, the black, jn American history; who fought 

for our freedom in the American revolution and never ROt it. The herita~e 

of the Indian who was the original American. ~emembe r the Indian didn't scalp 

the first white man, it was a white man who scalped an Indian. That's part 

o r history. 

I was do\orn in \v'illiamsburg, Virginia, where they reconstructed this old 

capital of the colony of Virginia. I listened to a teacher telling young 

students all about the House of Rurc;ess , and all about the history, and all 

about the rlebates that took olace; of Patrick Henry and all those +'allows 
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tl,at were ·there in the H011se of' Bur::ress i n the col:my of Virr:inia. And I looked 

at the st•11ients that \..rere cominq throu~h there, and there was a rrroup of st•1r:lents 

f'rom AleYandria, Vir-inia, anrl about two-thirds of them were black. Anrl I 

said to the teacher aftenrarrls, "EoF ce>me you rlirln't tf>ll anything ab:>ut the 

hlacks in -'l.merican history')'' :;he said, 111rrell, I q;ness we just haven 't done 

that." T said, 111-lell, vJe ou•Tht to start." I s<lirl, "Do ye>u know that one-f:ifth 

Cl ~ tbe ~rmv of' Virginia that f'ought for freedom ~<ras hl ack ?" Anrl do you kn::>w 

th<lt a large number of' the whites vrere rrories?" 1\s a matter 0f' f'i'lct, I think 

: should state for the record .that o!'lly one - third of our entire nopul<ltion at 

and one-third •-rore neutral. He neerl to kn:1H ;..rha t the r:hi nese hAve done <'or 

th:is rountry; whRt the Phjlipp~neo , Hhat, t.hr:> Puerto "ica n, ··rh"t the 1vlexi_r-an-

~merican hAs rlone f'or r,f"JericB. ' ·'o net?rl t:-1 kn0~r more than just ah1ut some of us. 

'ferita,.,.e. liut more imnDrtantlv, •-re n8er1 to h;:l\'e A sense of' rP.stlessness and 

urge~cv to get +h~ thin~s done that need to h~ don~ now 2nd to~orrow . That's 

r>-"triotism . 

Dc;triotism is takinr: an i1ctive oart in f'IO>lit:ics , t,'>o . ~n :~ 1 mi··ht. .~ ust as 
' ' -

· ·eL i. r.ell this class right nm·r th?t that i s n.::>rt of your joh . 'T'n~re e1re only 

tw::> k:inds of' nolitics . 'Phe,...e's the nolitics Hhere you try to Hork out a r1ajor:i.ty 

anrl pr~tert the rir:hts o~ the minority, or the pol i tics of the minority that 

hPve no regard ror the ri~hts o~ .::>nyborly. The politics of rerresen tative 

~overnment, or the politics of dictatorship . The poJ ' tics of reBson, or toe 

politics of force . The politics or elections, or the p~litics of the hullet 

and violence . t·!ow I l.J"lnt this yo1m ~r aurlience of' y')IJD::Y men anrl wom~n here to 

take an active nart in politics . Oh, I know , you c;re ~oi n 7 to s~y noliticians, 

you know they ere all a hunsh ~ f' r:rooks, Pnc1 they rlou'Jl e talk and so on. - ' 1ell, 

thev ~ re just o8ople . A l ::>t of' other o~ople are like that . ~s a m~£ter or fact, 
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if vou think p:;litics is a little riirty , Just '",akP ::J look . Yon know , nolitics is 

Jike a mirror . It' .s hun!!. ovr>r it jnst like R nAtional mirror. 1tJay o·rer the ;,rhole 

country . 1\.nd 'ro'l lo':lk uo in the.,.e anrl ynu see a dirt.y face; it me>y be yonrs . 

Somebocly once sairl, ''There' s some +'ools in r:om:rn~ss . '' Anot.her ""elloH said , 

111rle11, the;e's some f'ools in the o•Jhltr. +no , '1nrl they <>re entitled to rep!'esenta-

a::Jrl '.''-l'J' • e ~ot to take care of it . t•nd if"~' 1 t, h i.nk it is dirty, yo•1 rret yourself 

'lOlL~ ~la!' of n;J iti cal ivory s:>::JD <>nri clean 'it '1:1 . '":rJ!T18 in vrith vo11r sense of 

idea1-'s11 . ·Jon't sit 11~ t.here in the ':l lear~ hers l-Lke ,q lot o" tl<Am 00 11nd look 

ri') s~r"At:,in£ e ·-· l)t ..: 1 . r• ;::::. -. . " ' 

+he ~rew"loms anrl r ir-hts of others 1·•eca use tl;;;t' s -!.he :;n]y r,rpy you helve any 

rir.:hts for vo •1rsel" • .1\.nrl p;-;trio+ism mi 'bt ho, just so simnl e a t,hinrr <Js under-

t~kin~ thP ohl~a~tions op citi~enship 2s you ~~ow a little olrl~r- -~amtly, 

V'Jtin~ , ':Iorkinf~, paying taxes , (!:)in:: some .,,0 rl.: in the commnnity--t lt2 t's 

'o~r J>'Jllutin~ our 2tmo3phere . 
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Bu.t +,here ls ano t,l1Pr kinc_1 of polluti.on that is evf?r, more irnportant . The 

o:1llut-i:-1n ~r your minr.l vith pre_:iurljce anrl h"'tP ;::nd '"litte rness . And the p::J llution 

cf your body . I _'ion ' t need to lecture :ron 'Jn thet. The onP thing th at you h,"lve 

that helon~ s to you por sure is yourself . That's Pbout the only thin~ you can 

be sure o f. r,nrl vot~ rlidn't h-'lve nuch to rio ab:>ut it either . Your r<' re nts did . 

l?nt tb<t's vour P:reatest gj ~'t, yourself' . ~lot-: wh:lt are vou -oinc; to rio h•ith i.t . 

Noborly else can ~eally take rare or thPt for y~u . vou've got to tPke care of 

air, ::>nd t,hr->y F.re oollutir ;r th0msel ves, ; bsr>:in to ' -r ~mder '-'he re the},... values 

~,...e. ~atriotisM is just tR~in~ c2~e or oneself' 30 ve m~~nt he ~hle to rio some -

n~~ ~at riatisr is, in ~y book , ~trj~in-· rlown "'nrl slriking hlows a~ainst 

evr-Y"v form o'' Y'f:?Dress i.on ::>nrJ tvrannv 2nri :~n,i•Jst:.c ~ in ths countr'r or any place 

1. <• . '-', 

ores:.dPnt o: t.he i'r.iterl States ralled it . l'e ;:;aid it Has tf:e soirit of pubJ-i c 

hannine.ss . Anrl the n he de+'inerl :.t . ftnrl he said, '' Pnblic hanpiness is a jov 

in cj_ti ?.enship . II Just to he citiz8n o: v-Ii S C':lu ntry . L'i. s-Len, T vroulrl rather 

he called cit.i?en o-" the Pnited '3tRtes of Arerica +,han to he called ~>me ror 

o~' e1ny countrv . .lind believP. me , 1.r1 ·en you o<> t y::>u.r chance to travel Pnd you 

see -..rh!3t there is '3lsevrhere , and ~-rhr>t. Y'"l'J h"1.'P t.he ch.o.ncP t.o do here: just to 

be citi~en ~ere is better than to ~e ~rince or empero~ or kin~ i n any place 

T've ever been . And T'·re been a lot o f' place:::. "'his jo~; :J" citi7.ensLir:--of 

self-co~~rol anrl self' - rrovern~ent . 
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~n~ fin2llv lPt me say , T l ist ened ~s r c~me t~ th is nlqt~~rm t~rlav , t o this 

'Jle rhe 'J f' alle:--;ia11ce and l ' rJP nt t.'J iqJ\< i') ·.")11 a'1:1nt it . You know what 'rou 've 

rlone':'> ',Je reC:i.t.e it like ,,re re cite ::> vers A o" noe t ry or t. he ?1 ""d C>s."llm or some 

li"Jerick . " e get up th ere ,von :-cno•,r , c>nrl pnt O'Jr hand up , an~ '"e j ust mumble 

it '">rr . r'o ': 011 know 1,rhat you do "'Jnen vo'J tBke t-,he Dled:re of al l e ,;iance 7 Vou 

"~"Bke a C:-JI'l~.r&ct . r. sacrerl contract '·'" t.h vnu ~ sel r, uou r '}o d , e>nd yottr c::mntry • 

. '-r.rl i+ is a cont. ~P.ct t!Ja t yo11 ei.t~"'r li''"? 'c>\·, or i.t is<> f'rR 'Jriulent one anrl 

vo u ~re :in·nl>rPrl in the fr.?.' Hi . ~.lop 1-rhm"J · ,· p .•av, " 1 nledf!e allegiance to the 

f1.<Jf! '">" t.!le PnH.erl States o: '\rlP ·r ica and tc ihe renllb2i c "or Hhich i +. stands , " 

that's a l:>i.c: o~rer . qAC2'1SP Tlt -"t ""'-a '~ ls SU:-1l)":lS"''l to r<>nr<~sent l:one . /' ncl 

t l--tis rPP'' t~l i c rAnr,:;sent.s p1l ~"'ical inst.ityt.-:.~:.s o" s e lf- c''~ Ve rnr · ent . f· ll of 

hut one ratlon . ~ow that i s ,vet not quite R fa ct . ~e ha ve to ke~n wnrking ~ t it . 

or,r! •~ hen wh2t is i.he next phr2se" '' T1n,4o r ~rorJ . " 1\!o-t. unrler the r!ern:Jcrats or 

1mrJer the rep t.Jhli_c ?ns , or t .he rnamber of ·~om"le rce, or the t '''L-rro , hut uncer 

a2 neoole ",..;-'-th thF:Js e inal i enahle r iaht.s o: life , liherty, anrl the iJU rsu·~t o f 

haoo}ness . Tt ' s 1.>1hat r,re mean by human rlic:n ity . 

And tren it says, "i:·1oi. visihle . 11 i'.' ot.-J ''0 '., anrl ::: kn~nr th<>t 01~r c-:-t m +. rv is 

r' i vided toclay . Tt' s rlivirlerl behre10n olr: :Jnr. voqn_- , it's divirerl he'r.,;een vonn£; 

• 
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peonle themselves . ~hen vo~np students can fiRht voun~ workers on Wall Jtreet 

it's not inrliv·isible . \·Jh.qn p')} ice bc;ttle students it's not indivisible . '.Vhen 

blacks <Jnd whites fight in violence i t's not indivisible . :::o yo u and I know 

that there i3 a lot o" divisi_on yet in 1\merica . flr:d \-re've got to work at healing 

that di vi_sbn . 

1\nrl then '·•e say , "'·!i~h 1ihertv" .e>nrl t1'1at rioesn't. mean, it didn't ::,ay Hith a 

riot; it dirln't sav with just l?kin~ to the st~ePts . It says with liberty, and 

1ihertv imooses restr.?ints .?s ·-·ell c-s nri_;:ile:es. !:t imooses resoorsi_bilities 

PS wol] PS onnortunities. 

Jlnr1 then it savs , 11 11-rith j·..:sLre'' -<m0 it dirn' t say just justice "or some of 

us. It says "jnstice for all." 

find I lea"e this messa;;o ,,~i th Y'J" torlay; that the rled.:-re of 'l]le<~iance is not 

that '•TP ha'.re accomplisherl one n . ..,tion unrler 'tori, ·inrli visible, -..vith liberty and 

. +. 
,111s "-:.ce for all . '1'he nledc-8 of PllA>-;i:n;ce is th2 t. we n1edqe that. we will work 

;: t it . It means that vre are t="Oinr; to 'J'lVB some nf our timA pr:;rl cur lives if need 

be, O·Jr tre-'lsure . Like the earlv nat~i. ots o" this C'Juntry said, lLe'.r nler::J.--red 

+hp" !" live s, their fortunes, a!ld their sacred ron:::•r . 

'•'e've 2:0t a lot of people today that say, 11 'tiel1 , I ' ll ~ive y:~11 f'ive minut"l s 

of TTl'! l" fe, two nAr cent or my fortune, and as f.gr as honor is concerned; Hell, 

T don't know, I ' m going to take care of mysel" ?nd let the other guy take care 

of hi.""self . I don ' t kno1.-r about thEt honor business . " hfell , vou can't make a 

country , 8 famjly , or a pe r son out of that . Our task torlay is to lo :)k upon this 

plPrlre Pnd this oPtriotic endeAvor t~Rt we make as one of tryinq to bring out 

the best in us r~ther than the worst. 0'" hnilrli.nr" a co,mtry , o'" exp<'-lnciinfS the 

country ' s 'Jpoortuni ties . Of rJ::>inr. away ,,_,i th injustice . And T hav~ to tell you 

that havin~ heen now a lonr time in ou~lic life , it's no easy task . Anrl it's 

~oing to take time . nut we neerl the rqstless energy o'" youna America~s , 

ideAlistic youn~ people wbo'll ~et in and nitch ~nd try to fix up this system. 
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Just rel'llember that '-I~en t1p:1llo 13 vr;s in fl i.~ht 1,.rith Ji'" Lo,rell as commander , 

anrl 1 know these astrona uts, I 't!CJS chAirman of the SpAce rouncil for four years, 

I know the astronauts hetter than T l<now anyone :i.n this andience . \Vhen t!eil 

Ar mstronf! out his f'oe>t on the moon, a f'r~ r:nrl of mine v.ra s the r e . '\:./hen '}us 

'rr issom rlierl , T lost a fri•mrl . 1,•1hen th«t i'J..;; :::h c!:lme from Ho :.1ston Snt=lce Center 

that there h~d heen an exnlosion on anol}o 13 , I could have cried . ~ knew these 

~en and knew the~ inti~ately . 

3•Jr, let rre tell vou r,.rhpt t.hev rlir! '·rren ~hey hr>rl trollhlP Phe>.ord their little 

soac9 cra~t . And we've f!)t a hip snRce craft we're ~n c.olled earth . You know 

VO'J're whirling aro·md 1n s~l!1Ce jus~. ev.,ctly PS 1\n•:-llo ll or Apollo P. , 11, or 

1? . '·'e're on another sn.ore r:raf't, '>ne thst we didn ' t make, 'Jut •,1e'n~ ~n it and 

\ore h<Jve only s::: m11ch conSi lmi'lhlAs •• . ;:.ir, ,;.:..,+,er, }ar.rJ, space, fuel, Pner~y--,iust 

exactly 1 ikA Aoollo 1) . ~nr if v~'J rret t'"~o m.ony neoole on this e;; rt.h snacP erR ~'t 

o~' O'lrs vou'll he>vfl tronhle, !:!nrl if Y'JU 1-J.a,re i.')O :n<1ny ;;crir:'"rts you'll hPve 

\low, 6.oollo 13, when they h?rl an evolosjon, V:JU knovJ thev di.rln't , ·e~. up 

t r-~rP. .:Jnrl sav nm-t this whole sysf.em th.::Jt they put t.orrether for us rlot.m r r1 e~"l 

rnesn't work , lnt's hc>ve a riot . 1'hRt isn't wh~t t.hey sa i.d . 'T'hey were i n a 

f"' .:x. 'T'hP.v were in trouhle . 'T'hev t.rere 2 loncz wavs ?.W!:!Y rrorn home anrl they 

said, listen, lPt's tCllk tr.is e>ut . 'T'hev Here wHh t saiah . 'T'hey sairi, "Come , 

lAt 11s .,..eason to-ether . " J~nd they talker' it out, anrl they sairl now loe>k, we ' ve 

ce>t so much tirre, we've ~ e>t so much water , so much e>xy~en, so much f"uel, only 

se> much spAce here . le can e>nly do se> much and we better ~et this olrl rig back 

to Aat-th 2nri then 111e can fix up the system . 'T'hev didn't sal! look, it's in a mess , 

the ?uys that bnilt it for us were e hunch of fakers, let's destrny it . 0h ne>, 

they said let's qe t back , anrl then we will learn S ')me lessons rrom it 1 and 
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r..re 'll r.rork on it, anrl "iy it un f'or the next cre>wc that come~ around . Very 

imp =rtant . 

And somethin~ else they dirl . 1'hey rlidn ' t try to live by current events . 

They listened to Soa c0 r:enter Houston, and down at Space Genter 1buston 1-rere 

so~e older a s tronauts th:>t harl been the ~e hef'ore . There was McDe~itt , there 

was Sl :>ton, there w:>s c~ rcenter , there were sevr ral others . 1'hey had been 

aro11nri, Anrl there 1-vas "'rAnk Sorman . They h:>rl heer. to the rr.oon . There TtJ!"'s 

Pete r;onrad, an old persor.Rl r~iPnri or mine; who , hy the wry, took a medal of 

mine, ont it on t~e moon, hroue-ht it back, ;me I rr_?ve it to the 1Tni versity 

ov9r here, if that meAns enythinP . nt Je:>st it's been there . 

T:lqt, T1 ll tell ;vo•J whnt they rlirl . ThPy nseci '·'ha t they hRrl in terrr.s or 

knowlert~e . 1'hpv used evprv comnutcr they ~ad . ~hev used everv bit of technology 

they had . find that's 1:orl<>rn thinr·s . Anrl . th~ r list.enPrl to SnacA Center He>uston . 

Anrl they sa;_rl , " Lley, "'rank , ,,rh:;t'll He do , ·-re'r"' in a " ix . ·'r?t eY!Jerience 

rlid you hc>ve? 1-fev , 1-!ei.l, t,rhat dirl '!~' ' rio hr"ten V')lJ ,,;ere ll:J hAre'" Ho;r rio we 

1'~ev lis~Rnerl to their herita~e, to their b<>cl< .cround , to t-hei.r ' ... nl. s ,.o ry . P.nd 

~n th~t bAsis they built some knowled~e , anrl thev aoplierl that knowle ~~e ~nto 

action , an~ ihey brou~ht that ection to work , and they ~ot themselves safely 

hack on ea r th . 

My fellow students , thPt ' s t,rha t we've P:Ot to do . i;fe ' ve aot to 1 is ten to 

the Jessons o f history . Not that they r epe a t th,mselves, 1--ut the;r -ive us so!T'e 

;:y•;irlance . Vnow v.rh!'lt He do today a nd put to v-rork our knov.rledge of today . Have 

some faith in tomorrow. !·nd see if we can ' t enter the ?lst centur y . r1ecause 

~,m ta l king toP e r ouo of V011Di" men anrl l·JOmen most of -vrhol"! ;.rill he -"'li're in 

the yea r ~000 in the P~ll blossom o~ lire . ~ee , T ha~ mv hi rthriav hpre the 

other day , and sor1ehorly s~id Hh::>t rlirl y01l -.r ish "or 0 T sai.rl :: •·rished I could 



J:ive until the vear 2000 . 1\nri :: want vCJu t:J ~<no ~-T I tr:wk <1 h.<JrHi7ul or v:itarrt:i.ns 

ttis m:Jrnin? anri siooerl orr a Jittle ~e~itol lAst ni.Pht j11st to make sure that 

T mic:rht make H . 

But th~t's rrhat I'd liJ.co to rl') . nnd T'll tell von why . 0 ecause I think 

it is ~oin~ to he the most ev~itinc timP. , this neYt lO y~Ars , that this world 

a roller coasV~r look 1i.ke 2n c:Jvcn rl;:~:n . -t,nci \''Ill ·:et on :it , ri.rle it , kno'..r jt, 

'1onrl lnrl<:, +,hank 1/0'l vP.r:.r much . 
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