
~The county fair in Kittson County is the 

f i r s t fa i r I h a v e vi s i ted t h i s s u m m e r .L:a "t i t 

~~ R~l be th t;Jil. (1 n ttl! weeks to come, I J~ 
expect to visit county fairs all over Minnesota. 

iJ 'm not going to these fairs only to get in 

some politicking.[l want to talk with the people 

of rural Minnesota to get their ideas and 
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A 
not that there will be more Americans . The~ 

1\ 
problem is where will these Americans choose 

to live,LJhe current predictions are not 

pleasant ones. The metropolitan areas, where 

pr oblems now are made more difficult by so 

many people -- will get still more peoR_!e!~The 
rural areas -- where problems are now made 

more difficult by an exodus of people -- will 

co n t i n u e to 12 s e_ pop u I at i o n. LL h at i s a t rag i c 
. -

situation: tragic for the big metropolitan areas, 

tragic for the small towns.0d yet, the federal 

government , which should be the architect of a 

population policy to help b9th big cities and 

small towns~~~;; ~tft,_,/I'WJ,~..,.. 
It is an astonishing fact, but neither the 

. . ~ltU..·..-~ 
government, nor any pr1vate academic group, 

A 
has ever come up with a full-fledged, well 

thought-out, population policy. No one has 



asked, and answered, the key questions: 

--- where, in terms of the national interest~ ~ 
~would it be best for these new tens of 

mill ions of Americans to I ive? 

what are the programs --- federal, state and 

local ---that will encourage Americans to 

live in one place raF'e2,!~i~ .• 

how much will it cost to implement these 

programs? 

what would the benefits be? 

Now, I have my own personal v1ews about 

these questions. I believe it would be good for 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-and 
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industry to rural areas are important, and 

that rural areas need better medical ~~' 
facilities, better schools , better roads" and 

more airports . . 
believe that Americans should have 

ull eedom to choose the location of their -own residence--- in a big city, 4& in a suburb,-~~ 

,or in rural America. LA few years ago , a I oll 
Gallup Poll showed that 56% of Americans 

preferred to live in a small town or rural area. 

B u t t h e y do n o t h a v e t h e r e a I c h o i c e to ~ d o t b~ !~ -~ 
~~~UIM.~~ 

the jobs arm ' t there, and the facitities aren't 
/' 

there. 

Lwe need those jobs, we need those facilities , 

but I do not know - -- no one knows --- what it 

will cost to create these rural jobs and rural .... 
facilities . Nor do we know what the effect on 

population tribution will be if we do all 

these things . A new hospital in a rural area 1s 



00 oB9 

fine, but do we know that people will migrate 

to a small town just because there is a new 

hospital there? Bringing jobs to rural areas 

is fine, but will people want the jobs if there 

are inade?uate schools~ their children~ 

~hink we need some answer~ and we need 

the best minds in America to work out these 

answers.[we need a workable plan, complete 

with costs, with benefits and the probable 

results. Much research has been d~e~ 
specific aspects of the problem, but~~~ 
been pulled together and coordinated and presented 

as a long-range action program_, 

Accordingly, within a few days I will be 

appointing a task force of the best informed , and 

best qualified people in America ---some from 

Minnesota, some from out of state ---to put 

their heads together and come up with a workable 

- 5 -



• 

0 ooo o 

action policy designed to give Americans their 

full , free choice of residence. This will be a 

long-range plan that will allow Americans to 

live in the kind of community they like best---

city, suburb or rural--- a~~gJ .... o~-~~' 

schools, hospitals~ter where t~ 
To my knowledge, this will be the first time 

such a comprehensive, long-range population 

policy will have been put together. While these 

experts are doing their work, I will be going 

around ~tate asking for the ideas of the men 
..,~ 

and women of rural Minnesota. I am also asking 
.A 

my fellow candidates of the Democratic-Farmer-

Labor Party to help me in sounding out opinions 
~~ 

in rural "" areas. 

/ By the Fall, before Election Day, I expect 

tl;j ft t h e r e s u I t s o f t h i s I a b o r a n d t o p r e s e n t to 
~ ...... ---
t ~ e p e o p I e o f ~ n e s o t ?_. t h e f r u i t s o f t h i s w o _!';k. 

J__1 e x p e c t to p u t f o r t h a w i d e - r a n g i n g , I o n g - t e r m 

action program that I hope to be able to intro­

duce in the United States Senate if the people 
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of Minnesota return me to Washington to 

represent them . 

~en who are active in politics do not 

have the luxury of sitting back and saying, 

"this is a serious problem we face and all 

the statistics say that it will get worse . 11 

Men in politics, sustained and nourished by 

the opinions of the voters , must be able to 

say , "we must act; we must shape our own 

destiny; we can shape our own destiny if we 

have the will to do it." 

I believe we can build a better America . 

And I believe the time to start is now. 
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REHARKS OF THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUHPHREY 

KITTSON COUNTY FAIR , HALLOCK, l>liNNESOl'A 

July 10, ·1970 

The county fair in Kittson County is the first fair I 

have visit ed this sumner . But it will not be dtc las to . In 

the \·7eeks to come, I ex pect to visit county f airs all ove r 

Hinncsota . 

I 1 m not going to ~t ese f airs only to g et in some politick-

ing. I 'Hant to t a lk \•lith the people of rura l Hinnesota to get 

their ideas nnd opinions about one of the perplex i ng problems 

of our time . S:Lmply p u t, the prob l em is this: \·lhere should 

211 the people E.£? 

Population experts say that there \-Jill be b etween 75 and 

100 million ndditiona l Americans by the year 2000, But the 

problem v7e face is not that there wi 11 be more Americans. The 

problem is \-Jhere will these Americans choose to live. The cur-

rent predictions are not pleasant ones . The metropolitan areas, 

\ ~ . 
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where problems no;" are made more difficult by so mo.uy people --·· 

\·7111 get still more people. The rural areas ··-- Hhere problems 

now arc made more difficult by an exodus of people --- will con-

tinue to lose population. That is a tragic situa tion: tragic 

for the big metropolitan aree1s, tr<!gic for the small to1-ms. Ancl 

yet, the federal gov8rm.-;cmtf •·~hich should be the architect of a 

population policy to help both big cities ancl small towns, -~- is 

doing nothing. 

It is an astonishing fact, but neither the government, nor 

any private academic group, has ever come up 1vlth a full -fledged 

--Y.'ell thought .. out .E~ulat:ion policy. No one has asked, and ans1vercd, 

the key qu estions : 

'Hhere, in te rms of the national int eres t, \·70uld it 

be best for these ne'\v tens of m:i.llions of Ameri cans to 

live? 

what are the programs --- fed eral, state and local 

that will encourage Americans to live in one place 

rather than another? 

ho1.·1 much v1ill it cost ·to i mp l ement these programs ? 

v1ha t v70uld the benefits be? 

Nov1 , I have my oHn personal vieivS about these questions . I 

believe it would be good for America if more people lived in small 

tO'\-ffiS and rural areas , and if fe~Ver people j ammed into big city 

areas. I believe that p1·ograms to attract industry to rural areas 

are important , and that rural areas need better medica l facilities, 

better schools , better roads , and more airports • 

.... . 
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I believe that Americans should h<Nc full fre edom to choose the 

location of their Oi·:>n rcsicl ence ·· -·· in a big d.ty, or in a supm:·b, 

or in rural Americno A few years ago a Gal.lup Poll showed that 56% 

of Americans p re ferred to live in a small tmvn or rural area. Ilut 

they do not have the real choice to do tbe1t: the jobs aren't there~ 

and th~ facilities aren 't there. 

We need those jobs, we need those facilities, but I do not 

knoH no one kn0\'7S - .... \vhat it uill cost to create these rural 

jobs and rural facilities.. Nor do \ve kno\.J \·lhat the effect on pop-

ulation redistribution will be if we do all these things, A new 

hospital in a ntral area is fine, but do He knOi·: that people will 

migrate to a small tmm just because there is· a ne>·7 hospit al there? 

Bringing jobs to rural areas is fine, but uill people \Wn t the jobs 

if there are inadequate schools to send their children to? 

I think \ve need some ansHers, and He need the best minds in 

America to \·:ork out these ansHers. We need a ,,,ork ab le plan, comp lete 

\·lith costs, v7ith benefits and the probable results. Huch research has 

been done on specific aspects of the problem, but they have not been 

pulled together and co - ordinat ed and presented as a long-range action 

program. 

Accordingly, \·7ithin a fe'i-.' days I Hill be appointing a tnsk force 

of the best informed and best qualified people in Amer ica --- som2 from 

}unnesota, some from out of state --- to put their heads together and 

come up with a workable action policy designed to give Americans their 

', 

·•. 

\ 



• 

I 
I 

full, fr ee choice of residence. This \·iill be a lone ·· range plnn 

that ,,,ill allo\,' Ame d .cans to live in th e kincl of community th ey 

like best --·· city, suburb E.£ 2:~al · ··· ~ and to h av e good job s 9 

school s , hospit2l s, no matter \·iher e th ey live, To my knmvlcdg e , 

this \vill be the first time: such a comprehen s ive, long-range 

population policy \·lill h ave been put togcthe·1·. Hhile th ese ex~ 

perts are doing their \·70rk, I \vill be going around the state asx~ 

ing for the ideas of the men and 'vomE!n of ru~a l Minnesota . I am 

also a sking my fellm-1 c andid ates of the Democratic~Fanner-Labor 

Party to help me in sounding out opinions in rural areas. 

By the Fa ll, b efore Election Day, I expec t to sift the re -

sults of this l abor and to presen t to th e peop le of Minnesota the 

fruits of this v70rk. I expect to put forth a Hide-ranging, long-

term action program that I hope to be able to introduce in the 

Unit ed States Senate if the people of Ninnes ota return me to 

Washington to represent them. 

Hen who are active in politics do not have the l mnny of sit- ·· 

ting b ack and saying, "this is a serious problem He face and all 

•.. 

the statistics say that . it '\-7ill get \·iprse." Hen in politics, sus-

tained and nourished by the opinions of the voters, must be able to 

s ay , 11v7e must act; v7e must shape our mm destiny; we c an shape our 

own d es tin_).' if v?e have the v1ill to do it." 

I believe we c an build a better America. And I believe the 

time to start is now. 

I -
I 
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