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In America, in many elections, voters don't always vote 

on issues. In a republic such as ours, the people often vote 

on the personality of the candidate as well as on the specific 

stands that a candidate may have taken on issues. _..... 
L.1 n a sense, this is proper 1 Elected officials must often 

vote on issues which were totally unanticipated at the time of 

election.(Moreover, there are ~any issues upon which legis­

lators are called upon to vote that are not strictly political or 

programatic.l These are issues where the public has the right 

the most deeply held beliefs of their prospective candidates. 

L Such an issue- in its very broadest sense- is the one 

which has been called 111aw-an - 11.L2.ih Republicans and 

Democrats are !gr_law and orde~[B~th Republicans and Demo--crats are for progr~matic actions to bring about 1lw and~der-

such as penal reform, and judicial reform, and help for policemen.. 

J But beyond this , the American people feel that 7his issue needs , ~ I .,.., 



more than ''programs11 to solve it. Many Americans feel that this 

is an issue that touches on a man's life-style as much as his po­

litical credentials. 

And so, we have seen this year, some new words added to 

our political vocabulary: candidates are guaged as ''soft'' or 11ha rd 11

1 

they are guaged as "permisS-ive" or a~ "tou2h". - ~ 
These words, in many campaigns, have assumed great 

importance. And accordingly, rather than tip-toe around this 

situation, I thought tonight I might address myself directly to it. 

L I thought I might briefly tell you what my values are; what motivates 

me as an individual, what it is that proeels me into this Senatorial 

race in Minnesota. This is the sort of statement every candidate 

should make at least once in a campaign. I 
.,.~ "1- " 

* ~* * ~JIIIt 
£1 was born, as you know, not very many miles froni'here in 

~~ South Dakota.l_My family lived in a succession _of small 

towns. We were never very well off and occasionally--- particularly 

during the Depression ---quite tight financially.[But we had a 

strons,and rich family life.fMy father was a druggist, an indooeacJent 

merchant, who worked long hours and had a deep compassion and 

respect for the men and women who were both his neighbors and 

his customers. -.... 
::a: 
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lc; rowing up
6 

I learned the value of hard 

worK.( ! have seen in my life that you get nothing for nothing; 

and that if a man w~t help himself
1 

no one else wil I also 

learned that effective hard work involved personal disci plin~.--t-M 

tMis seR!5e, I ~l!!Jes~eu 11rigl1l say lliat 1-=am 11 iWfFT)e~is.._ve 11 , .. 
~..lllill.J.,..Q-11~~"'11· 

L sut I also learned something else when I grew up. I ~M~ 
that there were many Americans who did work har~ who wer~ 
cipllned ---and who still ended up with the short end of the stick .. 

j 'E:n before the Depression came
1 

I saw and knew f~rs who worked 

from dawn to dusk, --- able hard-worki n men ---who were driven 

off the land by the relentless force of a national economy and a 

national government that was attuned to other people and other places., 

f Through no fault of their own, they were relegated to the s~ heap 

of humanity --- uncared for, unrepresented, almost i nvi sible• 

L When the Depression hit our area--- what had been an in­

fection became a raging epidemic.[ Through no fault of their own, ·--- - ---
~nt, h~rd-worki nJJ people ended up l~g degraded I ives .• 

l After I graduated from college, I lived in Minneapolis. I 

saw there that what had happened to people in~ South D?kota 

also happened to people in urban M~apolis1t tflrough no fault 
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of their own decent Americans were forced into degrading circum­

stances.[! farmer in a rural area who cannot get a Q,ecent Q.rice 

for his crop is as powerless and as angry as a black man in Minneapo­

lis who could not get a d~ent jo,b.because of the color of his skin 

L A ~t I...., had si!)S my childhood grew within me: 

that the government must help people who want to help themselves 

but cannot because the deck was stacked a;i:t them-b.he cause 

of people who weren't getting a fair shake --- farmers, workers, 

small merchants ---became the cause of my life. 

L As a young man in Minneapolis, at the age of 34, I was 

~~Mt~••• elected mayo~L What I saw, what I learned, added~ 
"~tdimension to my concern. Decent Americans were victimized 

not only by an unfeeling.government, but by arrogant criminals .• 

Minneapolis,when I bec:le Mayor, was ~ft*T · ~ 
~~. 

L,rhe situation in Minneapolis called for a two-pronged approach. 

First, the crime and the criminals had to be rooted ou i.fJil quired ~ 
- ....... ,.,... ••• • n . I 
some tou h words and committed actjs~ and some olicerlfen ---

and we got all three, we got a city that was free from or ani zed crime. 

~t the same time te went to work on the other problems that afflicted 



the city: 

on those people's problems and made great progress,____... .. 

l rhose twin themes have been on my mind ever si nee: toughness 

against the criminal, the exploiter, the purveyor of human miser --­

and compasjjon a~d caring about the real human problems of our ti me0 l So I much of the current rhetoric put out bJ 
the Republicans They seem to think that the ballot in November will 

be divided up between "tough guys" and "liberals,Al!_ don't buy tha'-' L n my career as ~J S!!!!or and Vice PresidenJ I have seen that 

a man can be both to and ress A - be tough on the 

hood I u ms who bri n the I ives of an pe son who is 

afraid to walk out on e street at night --- and li:an be tough on a... 
·~ -government that brings r fo -the aged by being stingy with social 

security benefits and by opposing decent health care for the aged 

( ~his is the philosophy of caring,. But today in America and 

in Minnesota, we have a government that does not care about the 

farmer in America. 

(insert fann data) . a.ct• ....... 
The problem in America is not just the farmer. The!afnlin­

istration in Washington ~t1are about ran~and-file Americans 
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all over the nation. 

I started out this evening to tell you about my values, my 

deepest beliefs. For this is an election where Americans want to 

know this of their candidates. 

I believe in America where Americans are free from terror~, 
Free from the terror of crime, of violence, of campus turbulence. 

And free from the terror of unemplojment, the terror of being 

forced off the land, and the terror of not being able to meet the 

bills becaus lation is run in ra nt. -

To combat both kinds rror requires firmness, tough ness, ~ 
a z 

and committment. 

I believe that it is ~~a~ party in America that can 

provide.- the f~mnes~ommittment. I hope to help in 

the years to come. _,.,. 
~ .. wwt 
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