
IS A GENUINE PLEASURE FOR ME TO 

INC, AND I WANT TO ESPECIALLY fHANK YOU 

FOR HOLDING YOUR MEETING HERE IN MINNESOTA, IT PERMITS ME 

THE OPPORTUNITY NOT ONLY TO SEE MANY OF MY DAIRY FRIENDS 

FROM THE MID-WEST, BUT ALSO TO SPEND DOME TIME WITH MY 

MINNESOTA CONSTITUENTS. ~ 

LMR~EAMERo MR~RBRODT( MR, NELSON MR, HANSEN, 

DIRECTORS AND DELEGATES TO THIS REG~NAL CONFERENCE/ ~ ~ 

I WANT TO TALK WITH YOU ABOUT SOME THINGS THAT ARE 

AGRICULTURE AND FoRESTRY. 

SOME OF MY FRIENDS, INCLUDING SOME RIGHT HERE FROM 

MINNESOTA, WERE ADVISING ME AGAINST SEEKING SUCH AN APPOINT­

MENT. 

~I'LL TELL YOU WHAT J TOLD THEM: 

a_o\ -lSI) 
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"AGRICULTURE IS ONE OF MINNESOTA's AND THE NATION'S 

MOST IMPORTANT INDUSTRIES. II I I .FURTHERMORE, IT WAS IN 

RURAL AMERICA THAT THIS COUNTRY GOT ITS START, AND MUCH 

OF THIS COUNTRY'S FUTURE GROWTH AND PROSPERITY WILL 

BE IN RURAL AMERICA," 

LTHE CoMMITTEE oN AGRICULTURE SERVES AS A NATIONAL 

POLICY FORUM TODAY ON THESE VITALLY IMPORTANT MATTERS, 

IF WE ARE TO REMAIN THE BEST FED AND BEST NOURISHED 
- e !"£&Z-•~Y'Jn!8 

PEOPLE IN THE WORLD--A~ FOR A SMALLER PERCENTAGE OF OUR 

FAMILY INCOME THAN AT ANY OTHER TIME IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND--

~HO UN~TAND THIS INDUSTRY AND THE IMPORTANT PART IT 

PLAYS IN OUR NATION'S DAILY LIFEJ MUST BE WILLING TO 

PARTICIPATE IN THEil POLICY COUNCILS OF OUR FEDERAL GOVERN­

MENT I I IT Is HERE THAT so MANY OF THE DECISIONS ARE MADE '- d. bJ.tMc • 
THAT AFFECT TIM41:ti~Mf?.J AS WELL AS THE PEOPLE IT SERVES I I I I I 

NAMELY THE ENTIRE AMERICAN PUBLIC, 

~ IF WE ARE ALSO TO STEM THE MIGRAJION OF PEOPLE FROM 

OUR NATION'S FARMS AND RURAL COMM!!Nl.l"IES TO OUR ALREADY 

OVERCONGESTED AND OVERPOPULAT£P CITIES, WE MUST LEARN MORE 

ABOUT WHY THIS IS HAPPENING AND WHAT TO DO TO REVERSE IT, 

~WE KNOW SOME OF THE CAUSES OF THIS MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE, 
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IRONICALLY, IT HAS BEEN DUE IN PART TO THE SUCCESSES OF 

AMERICAN AGRICULTURE, 

~IN 1920, WE HAD A FARM POPULATION OF 

ALMOST 32 MILLION PEOPLE, 4ToDAY WE HAVE LESS THAN lQ.MILLION, 

A DROP FROM 30 PERCENT OF THi NATION'S TOTAL POPULATION 

TO LESS THAN 5 PERCENT, 

~ AND WE CONTINUE TO SEE AN OUTMIGRATION FROM OUR RURAL AREAS 

OF ABOUT 600,000 PEOPLE A YEAR, 

I THE AVERAGE u Is.· FARMER CAN NOW PRODUCE AS MUCH 

BEFORE BREAKFAST AS HE DID IN A FULL DAY 30 YEARS AGO: 
~ ....... -

~~"'-' 
' LAST YEAR Ill\ PRODUCED ENOUGH FOOD'· FIBER AND OTHER FARM 

COMMODITIES TO MEET THE EQUIVALENT OF HIS OWN NEEDS AND THOSE 

OF 45 OTHER PEQP~EJLIN 1960 HE PRODUCED ENOUGH FOR ONLY 26 

PEOPLE AND~ YEARS AGO ONLY ENOUGH FOR 10.(THE PRODUCTIVITY 

OF THE AMERICAN FARM~FR THESE PAST 10 YEARS HAS BEEN 

INCREASING BY 6 PERCENT A YEAR, MEANWHILE, OUTPUT PER 

MAN-HOUR IN NONAGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY INCREASED BY ONLY 3 PERCENT .... 
A YEAR, 

~JUST LOOK AT WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN YOUR OWN INDUSTRY, 

IN 1924, WE HAD 21.5 MILLION MILK cows 1 ------ ---·- -, ... , IS· 
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/..JoDAY WE HAVE ONLY 12.5 MILLION.LAND, IN 1924 THE DAIRY 

FARMER GOT ONLY 4,000 POUNDS OF MILK PER COW, WHEREAS TODAY HE 

GETS ALMOST 9 I SOOt POUNDS I 

~ YESJ AGRICULTURE IS A CHANGING INDUSTRY-AN INDUSTRY 

WHOSE PRODUCTIVITY IS DOUBLE THAT OF THE NON-AGRICULTURAL 

SECTORS OF OUR ECONOMY 1 

t. OF THE 3 MILLION FARMS IN THIS COUNTRY TODAY, 400,000 
PRODUCE 70 PERCENT OF ALL FARM MARKETINGS,~ANOTHER 400,000 
PRODUCE AN ADDITIONAL 20 PERCENT,~ OTHER WORDS, LESS THAN 

ONiiiE.._.MililliiiLL•I•O•N...._FAiliiR_.:fv1S IN THIS COUNTRY PRODUCE .2Q_ eERCENT OF ALL 

THE FOOD AND FIBER SOLD IN THIS COUNTRY OR ABROAD, AND THAT ... 

GIVEN AWAY THROUGH OUR VARIOUS GOVERNMENT PROGRAMSe 

lOUR AGRICULTURE HAS MAD'~' AND CON!.!.!iUES TO ~E, AT 

LEAST SIX SPECIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE TO 

OUR NATION'S ECONOMY. 

(i) IT HAS BEEN, AND STILL IS A MULTIPLIER OF THE 

NATION'S MANPOWE~ REQUIRING FEWER PEOPLE EACH 

Y=AR TO PRODUCE MORE AND MORE FOOD AND FIBER. 

(2) IT'S PROGRESS HAS RESULTED IN A STEADILY LOWERING --OF FOOD COSTS RELATIVE TO INCOME, 
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(3) DESPITE THE RAPID DROP IN FARM POPULATION, 

AGRICULTURE CONTINUES ITS MAJOR CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE NATIONAL ECONOMY WITH ITS STEADILY 

GROWING PURCHASES OF GQQDS AND SERVICES, EXPECTED 

TO REACY ALMOST $57 BILLION THIS YEAR, -
(4) IT CONTINUES TO LEAD THE LIST IN IMPORTANCE 

WITH RESPECT TO EXPORTS, CONTRIBUTING OVER 

50 PERCENT OF OUR COUNTRY'S TOTAL FAVORABLE -BALANCE OF TRADE IN ALL PRODUCTS, DESPITE THE 

FACT THAT IT MAKES UP ONLY 25 PERCENT OF TOTAL 
· -- Ed 

EXPORTS- ~ 41.a1 ·~· J_ ... ~ 
a -.1-~ • ... wtt-~ LUJM/' ~ ,. ..... 
~·-,--}'••••·~- ~1t.~- 1Cty,.,u..;:!6l;~~ -i· 

(5) IT IS THE WOR[D'S NUMBER ONE WEAPON IN THE WAR -AGAINST HUNGER, 

(6) FINALLY, AGRICULTURE REMAINS THE KEYSTONE OF ANY REVIT­

ALIZATION OF RURAL AMERICAJ( IT IS STILL THE BIGGEST 

SINGLE INDUSTRYJ THE BIGGEST SINGLE SOURCE OF 

EMPLOYMENT, AND THE BIGGEST SINGLE PRODUCER OF 

INCOME IN COUNTRYSIDE USA. t - -· 
THE DAIRY INDUSTRY ALONE PROVIDES JOBS FOR 235,700 EMPLOYEES 

AND A PAYROLL OF MORE THAN $1,4 BILLION ANNUALLY, 

l5'l1 ____. 



- 6 -

"YEs, AS CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER ONCE SAID, "BLESSED 

BE AGRICULTURE,'" BUT THEN HE ADDED, "IF ONE DOES NOT HAVE 

TOO MUCH OF IT,'" 

}BETWEEN 1965 AND 1970 MILK PRODUCTION WENT DOWN WHILE " -- -PRICES TO PRODUCERS WENT UPt HOWEVER, LAST MONTH MARKED THE 18TH 

CONSECUTIVE MONTH THAT U.S, MILK PRODUCTION WAS ABOVE 

THE SAME MONTH OF THE PREC EP I NG YEARI\, 

~USDA ECONOMISTS NOW PREDICT THAT MILK PRODUCTION 

MAY RISE THIS YEAR BY OVER 1 BILLION POUNDS OVER LAST YEAR'S 

117.4 BILLION POUNDS, 

l.THE RECENT 27 CENT INCREASE IN THE PRICE SUPPORT LEVEL 

THAT MANY OF US IN THE CONGRESS HELPED SECURE MAY CAUSE YOU 

MORE HARM THAN GOOD IF YOU FAIL TO FIND EFFECTIVE MEANS OF 

CONTROLLING MILK PRODUCTION AND EXPANDING YOUR MARKETS, 

FACED AS YOU ARE WITH A PERSISTENT DECLINE IN TOTAL -PER CAPITA CON~UMPTION QF MilK AND DAIRY PRODUCTS -- DOWN 

23 PERCENT SINCE 1950 -- THE DAIRY INDUSTRY MUST GET BEHIND 

AN EFFECTIVE AND COMPREHENSIVE PROMOTION PROGRAM TO REVERSE -THIS DOW~~ARD TREN~ 

lS'l8 
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~THE NEW ADVERTISING AND PROMOTION LAW WE PASSED ,.. 
SHOULD HELP IN THAT REGARD, 

~CONTROLLING THE PRODUCTION OF THE MANY INDIVIDUAL 

PRODUCERS IN THIS INDUSTRY IS OBVIOUSLY NOT AN EASY 

TASKt~ RECOGNIZE THAT THE DAIRY INDUSTRY HAS TRAD ITIO NALLY 

BEEN A HIGHLY FRAGMENTED I NDUSTRYrll TS PROBLEMS 

REMIND ME OF THE HUSBAND AND WIFE WHO WERE FUSSING AT 

EACH OTHER A BIT, , {AS MOST HUSBANDS AND WIVES DO ON 

OCCASION). , , THE WIFE SUDDENLY POINTED OUT THE ~D­
A BEAUTIFUL TEAM OF HORSES PULLING AN ENORMOUS LOAD UP 

A STEEP HILL AND SAID: 

"WHY DO WE BICKER so? WHY CAN'T WE PULL TOGETHER LIKE THAT 

TEAM?" THE HUSBAND ANSWERED: "WHY, THAT'S EASY, HONEY, THEY 

JUST GOT ONE TONGUE BETWEEN 'EM~" --
WELL, WITH THE HELP AND LEADERSHIP OF MEN LIKE DAjE 

PARR AND HAROLD NFI SON YOU ARE MOVING RAPIDLY TOWARD ---. . 

ACHIEVING A MORE UNIFIED INDUSTRY,~ 

i'As ONE WHO HAS AGONIZED OVER THE PROBLEMS AND PROMISE 

OF AGRICULTURE FOR MANY YEARS~ l WANT TO PERSONALLY APPLAUD 

YOUR MAGNIFICENT SELF-HELP EFFORTS, 

__________________ ___!___t~l, 
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THE CREATION oF THE AssociATED MILK PRODUCERS, MID-AMERICA 

DAIRYMEN, DAIRYMEN INCORPORATED AND MILK INCORPORATED 

AND OTHERS HAS BEEN A COMMENDABLE MOVEMENT, 

Bur, UNLESS AGREEMENT IS REACHED AMONG THESE GROUPS 

REGARDING THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF A "TOTAL MARKETING PROGRAM" 

FOR THEIR INDUSTRJ THE PROGRESS YOU HAVE MADE SO FAR TOWARDS 

CONSOLIDATION WILL BE DISIPATED AND LOST BY DEVISIVENESS 

AND I N!..72. :..~.N ·~ 

~MANAGEMENT OF SUPPLY. I I .NEW METHODS FOR PRICING. I I I 

PROMOTION OF NEW MARKETS,,, ,TAILORING OF PRODUCTS TO MEET 

CONSUMER DEMANDS,,, ,AND, PROVIDING THE CAPITAL NEEDED TO 

RESTRUCTURE THE OUTMODED PROCESSING AND TRANSPORTATION 

SYSTEMS OF THE INDUSTRY,,, ,ALL GO TOWARD MAKING UP THIS 

"TOTAL MARKETING PROGRAM" OF WHICH YOU HAVE HEARD DAVE 
Ui 

AND HAROLD TALK SO FREQUENTLY. --
~COOPERATIVE MARKETING OF ~K ON A REGIONAL BASIS WORKSe~ 

You HAVE ALREADY PROVEN THAT~ I THINK YOU HAVE A CONCEPT 1 
WITHIN WHICH COMMERCIAL DAIRY FARMING CAN NOT ONLY SURVIV!J ~ ~ 

BUT FLOURISH~ 

.! THROUGH YOUR SELF-HELP EFFORTS/ DAIRY FARMERS HAVE THE 

OPPORTUNITY FOR ACHIEVING A FAIR RETURN ON THEIR INVEST­

MENT AND LABOR, 
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~ALTHOUGH YOU ARE NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO EST~~:H_!~N~­
POLISTIC OR UNREALISTICALLY HIGH PRICES--BECAUSE THE -GOVERNMENT WOULDN'T PERMIT IT AND YOU WOULD NOT WANT IT--

YOU CAN~ IF SUFFI~IENTL~ ~~§AN~ED, ESTABLISH ST~LE AND 

GROWING MARKETS, AND A FAIR PRICING STRUCTURE FOR YOUR 
"IISii -

p:~~ .~.CT I .! 

LIF YOUR SELF-HELP EFFORTS SHOULD FAI~ GOVERNMENT WOULD 

LIKELY BE FORCED TO PLAY AN EVEN LARGER ROLE IN YOUR INDUSTRY• 

L. YouR WAY. · •. THE CooPERATIVE WAY ..• IS CLEARLY THE -BEST WAY FOR FARMERS TO MANAGE THEIR BUSINESS AFFAIRS,~ 
LIKELY CONTINUE TO BE INVOLVED IN THE 

~IT OPERATES PRICE SUPPORT PROGRAMS AND FLUID MILK PRICING 

AND OTHER REGULATORY PROGRAMS AFFECTING THE INDUSTRY ·.21T MAKES 

I~T AND EXPORT POLICY DECISIONS AND PURCHASES SUBSTANTIAL 

AMOUNTS OF DAIRY PRODUCTS YEARLY FOR USE IN VARIOUS FOOD 

PROGRAMS, 

~ALL OF THESE DEICISIONS AFFECT YOUR MONTHLY MILK -I 
CHECKS I. -

~BU~PUBLIC PROGRAMS CAN NEVER BE ENOUGH IN OUR ~E 
ECONOMY TO GIVE THE FARMER THE STRENGTH HE NEEDS IN THE MARKET 

;:a ,-

----------------~------------------~•s-1 
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PLACE.~HE IS GOING TO HAVE TO DO MORE HIMSELF -- TOWARD l tb. 
IMPROVING HIS OWN BARGAINING POWER,~ 

tr m :r<· ·==;rr?:CT car;; 

L GovERNMENT CAN PRO.dfJDE TH~ .. RAffi~WITH IN WHICH 

SOUND COMMODITY PROGRAMS CAN BE CARRIED ON FOR THE M~;UAL .... .. ... 
BENEFIT OF PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS BUT THEIR OP~ION 

AND ADMINISTRATION SHOULD BE HANDLED BY PRODUCER GROUPS 

THEMSELVES. 

~A ST~ONG COM~CIAL AGRICULTURE WILL NOT SOLVE ALL -OF THE PROBLEMS OF RURAL AMERICA NOR WILL IT SOLVE THE 

PROBLEMS OF OUR TROUBLED CITIES'J BUT A STRONG, PRODUCTIVE - -. . 

AGRICULTURE IS ESSENTIAL TO THE HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

OF PEOPLE LIVING IN EITHER THE CITIES OR THE COUNTRYSIDE, --
~YES, WE LIVE . IN AN AGE OF 11 ABUNDANCE" AND IF WE CAN LEARN 

TO MANAGE ITS USE AND PROPERLY REWARD THOSE WHO HAVE MADE 

~ IT POSSIBLEJ EVERYONE CAN BENEFIT--PRODUCER, PRO~SOR 

AND CONSUMER. 
,U.. zv,. 

~~ WANT TO COMMEND AND CONGRATULATE YOU FOR THE FINE 

BEGINNINGS YOU HAVE MADE TOWARD DESIGNING SOLUTIONS TO THE 

PROBLEMS OF THE DAIRY INDUSTRY, 

THOSE OF US IN THE CONGRESS FROM OUR FARMING AREAS 

WILL CONTINUE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH OUR EFFORTS TO ADJUST 
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~GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS TO MEET THE CHANGING NEEDS OF MODERN 

COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE.LWE WILL ALSO BE DOING MORE IN THE 

FUTURE TO MEET THE NON-FARM CREDIT NEEDS OF FARM FAMILIES 
• - -·-- 'iii 

AND OTHER RURAL RESIDENTS AND THE RURAL COMMUNITIES THAT 
. .. .r a~nn e Mt-.)t 

SE~VE AS_tARMERS' SERVICE CENTE~.~URAL AMERICA NEEDS 

MORE JOBS, INCREASED INCOMES/ AND BETTER COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

AND SERV I CEs,L_ f'; 5 - I d 11\VE UitiT Ioi4t£ LA~ I E!Rj ul i"iA't l=t=A¥E 

or;.+~ Pliiiliitl GPE 9 !52 pqs rg II 'E 2' W£72 2 7 ?"'ni'IRE I 

~RESPONDING TO THESE COMPANION NEEDS IS WHY WE ... ,.,.. 

TAKE-ACTION TO OVERHAUL AND UP-DATE THE FARM CREDIT ADMINIS­

TRATION LAWS AND PROGRAM~ AND HAVE INTRODUCED LEGISLATION 

TO ESTABLISH AN ENTIRELY NEW FINANCIAL AND CREDIT SYSTEM FOR 

RURAL AMERICA TO MEET ITS PRIVATE AND PUBLIC NON-FARM DEVELOP-• - -
MENT NEEDS -- THE HUMPHREY-TALMADGE FARM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

AcT OF 1971 .• 
~HE DEMAND FOR FARM CREDIT MORE THAN DOUBLED FROM 1960 

TO 1970, WITH FARM DEBT RISING FROM $24.8 BILLION IN 1960 
TO $~8.15BILLION IN 1970.-(SEVERAL STUDIES BY UNIVERSITY 

ECONOMISTS AND OTHERS HAVE CONCLUDED THAT FARM DEBT IN 1980 
WILL LIKELY RANGE FROM $90 BILLION TO $140 BILLION, -

~MUCH OF THAT DEMAND FOR ADDITIONAL CREDIT WILL COME FROM 

THE DAIRY INDUSTRY WHICH REQUIRES A MUCH HIGHER LEVEL OF CAPITAL 

INVESTMENT THAN MANY OTHER SEGMENTS OF AGR I CUL TURE •• d!_ THE 

REPORT ON RURAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE THAT THE PRESIDENT 
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JUST FILED WITH THE SENATE AND HoUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEES, 

IT IS REPORTED THAT RURAL BANKS FACE A MAJOR PROBLEM IN 

MEETING FUTURE FARM CREDIT DEMANDS: 

"ONE PROBLEM IS THAT -THE RATE OF INCREASE IN DEPOSITS IN 
RURAL BANKS IS MUCH LOWER THAN THE RATE OF INCREASE IN 
FARM CREDIT DEMANDS, IN T~E LAST DECADE, RURAL BANK 
DEPOSITS ROSE ABOUT 70 PERCENT WHILE FARM DEBT INCREASED 
134 PERCENT, THESE TRENDS WILL LIKELY CONTINUE, 
INDICATING THAT--UNLESS NEW CAPITAL SOURCES ARE TAPPED 
OR UNLESS THEY DEVOTE A CONSIDERABLY LARGER SHARE OF 
THEIR LOANS TO AGRICULTURE--RURAL OPERATING BANKS 
WILL PROVIDE A DECLINING PROPORTION OF FARM CREDIT NEEDS," 

WITH THE ADMISSION THAT RURAL BANKS ARE NOT LIKELY -TO 1111 MEET FUTURE FARM CREDIT NEEDS/ HOW ARE THEY GOING 

TO MEET THE NON-FARM CREDIT NEEDS OF RURAL AMERICA UNLESS -WE HELP MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR THEM TO DO SO? 

~HE PRESIDENT'S REPORT FAILS TO ADDRESS ITSELF TO THIS AND -OTHER SERIOUS QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE EXPANDING NEEDS OF 

A DEVELOPING RURAL AMERICA. 

(His REPORT INSTEAD PROMOTES HIS SPECIAL RURAL REVENUE 

SHARING AND EXECUTIVE REORGANIZATION PRQPOSALS--THE LATTER 

OF WHICH CALLS FOR THE ABOLISHMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

AGRICULTURE, 

!.WHILE WE HAD HOPED THAT THIS REPORT--WHICH WAS REQUIRED 
BY TITLE IX OF THE AGRICULTURAL AcT OF 1970--WOULD HELP US 

BETTER UNDERSTAND HOW TO MEET THE FUTURE CREDIT R~IREMENTS 

OF AGRICULTURE AND NON-FARM RURAL AMERI~ IT TURNS OUT TO 

IS~ 
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BE TOTALLY UNRESPONSIVE IN THAT REGARD, 

MR. NIXON IS MAKING IT OBVIOUS THAT HE DOES NOT WISH TO HAVE 

MEMBERS OF HIS ADMINISTRATION DISCUSS ANY LEGISLATIVE 

INITIATIVES OTHER THAN HIS OWN REVENUE SHARING AND REORGANIZATION 

PROPOSALS, 

~~-IN CASE DOESN'T READ THE CONGRESSIONAL RECO~ 

I WISH TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO HIM THAT HIS SPECIAL RURAL REVENUE 

SHARING PROPOSAL AND HIS REORGANIZATION MEASURE AFFECTING 

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ARE DESTINED FOR FAILURE 

IN THE CONGRESS IF HE PERSISTS IN MAINTAINING SUCH A RIGID 

AND UNCOMPROMISING POSITIONdl 

As OF TODAY, THE HUMPHREY-TALMA:~~ft;M AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT AcT OF 1971--S.2223--HAS CO-SPONSORS, 

. . . 

THE NIXON RURAL REVENUE SHARING BILL--S,l6l2 HAS ONLY~~~. 

NEED I SAY MORE, MR. NIXON~ 

IT 
HOWEVER, I DON'T WANT/TO BE SAID THAT I AM NOT A FAIR-

MINDED MAN, THEREFORE, I URGE YOU TO LOOK AT BOTH OF THESE 

PROPOSALS AND DECIDE FOR YOURSELF AS TO WHICH ONE WILL DO 

MORE FOR RURAL AMERICA, THEN LET YOUR CONGRESSMAN AND SENATOR 

KNOW WHICH ONE YOU SUPPORT AND WHICH ONE YOU WANT ~ TO 

SUPPORT! 
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~GRICULTURE IS OUR COUNTRY'S GREATEST SUCCESS STORY-­

HEADING THE LIST ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD AS THE MOST 

ADMIRED ACCOMPLISHMENT THAT THIS COUNTRY HAS ACHIEVED, 

GETTING ~ND EACH OF YOU HAVE PLAYED AN IMPORTANT PART IN 

US WHERE WE ARE TODAY,~ KNOW YOU WILL CONTINUE TO 

PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP AND THE DIRECTION THAT WE WILL NEED 

TO CONTINUE TO IMPROVE AND STRENGTHEN THIS INDUSTRY, 

AGAIN, I CONGRATULATE YOU ON WHAT YOU HAVE ACCOMPLISHED 

AND SALUTE YOU ON THE ADMIRABLE GOALS THAT YOU HAVE SET FOR THE 

FUTURE. 
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