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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

St. Paul, Minnesota 

October 9, 1971 

Almost 480 years a go an exp lorer of vision and determination 
stood on the deck of a s mall vessel scarred by the storms 
of an ocean crossing , and looked upon t he beauty of unspoiled 
and richly promising island s in the Caribbean Sea. Through his 
eyes Europe took a hard look for the first time at a wh ole 
new world. 

But fourteen centuries before Christopher Columbus 
discovered America, an unknown missionary, St. Paul, took 
a lonely voyage to forei gn lands in the Me d iterranean, to op en 
the eyes of distant peoples to an entirely new world of 
religious faith. Through hastily written letters to the s mall 
congregations that he left behind, he struggled to nourish 
and strengthen this faith. 

Christopher Columbus and St. Paul were both men of great 
vision and intense realism. Both men confronted overwhe l ming 
odds against the accomplishment o f their goal . Columbus achieved 
fame and wealth but died alone and i n poverty. Paul suffered 
abuse and i mprisonment but estab lished a faith t hat would 
transform lives throughout the world . 

Columbus had a vision of a new route to the gold of 
" India," but in America he saw a ne\.., source of untapped 
wealth -- the opportunity for settlement and trade in a 
continent of seemingly limitless resources. And in establish ing 
a claim upon this new world, he claimed it, not for exp loitation 
but for development and opportunity, i mmediately estab lishing 
small outposts of settlers to work the land. 

And so it was with Paul who communicated to t he outposts 
of a new faith the necessity for sowing p recious seed in an 
unploughed land by their conduct and their actions. Listen 
to his letter to the Christians in Galatia: 

"Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due 
season we shall reap, if we do not lose heart. So 
then, as we have opportunity , let us do good to all 
men . . " (Galatians 6:9-10) 

These two themes -- the development of a great land of 
opportunity, and effective service to meet the need s of 
people -- come together in the celebration o f Columbus 
Day by the Knights o f Columbus o f t he Great St . Paul 
Metropolitan Area. Established some 90 years a go in New 
Haven , Connecticut, the fraternal ord er of the Knights of 
Columbus has had at the center of its oath the conscientious 
perfor mance of the duties of an American citizen and t h e 
faithful practice of religion. 

I challenge you today to pledge yourse lves anew to the 
fulfillment of this oath. There is a tremendous task ahead 
of us in America. In a nation that is privately wealthy but 
that has become publicly poor, t here is a despe rate need for 
citizens who care about the needs o f peop le. And it is essential 
that the private sector become tota lly involved in the development 
of better communities offering good housing at all income-
levels, a strong and vibrant business economy t hat e xpands 
job opportunities, and effective law enforcement that assures 
justice and the protection of citizens. 
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We want a nation moving ahead strongly, confidently, where 
the jobless have jobs, where the hungry have food, where the 
poor can live with dignity, where every child attends a decent 
school, where there is fair taxation, where brotherhood is 
practiced as well as preached, where health care is available 
for all, where pollution is a memory, and where the "system 
really does work. " 

Columbus discovered a new land of opportunity. Let us 
dedicate ourselves to the task of making America a great land 
of hope and promise . 

# # # # # 
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I .r..~ ~~~ 
ALMOS T ~ YEARS AGO AN EXP LO ER o: VI!I ON AND DETERM I NATI ON 

STOOD ON THE DECK OF A SMA LL VESSEL SCARRED BY THE STORMS 

-
OF AN OCEAN CROSS I NG , AND LOOKED UPON THE BEAUTY OF UNSPO ILED -
AND RICHLY PROM ISI NG ISLANDS I I THE CAR IBBEAN SEA ,~ROUGH HIS 

EYES EUROPE TOOK A HARD LOOK FOR THE FI RST TI ME AT A WHO LE 

BEFORE CHR ISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

UN~WN MISS IONAR:/ Sr. PAU LJ TOOK 

A LONE LY VOYAG E TO FORE IGN LANDS IN THE ~~ EDI TERRANEAI'l TO OPEN 

THE EYES OF DISTANT PEOPLES TO AN ENT IRELY NEW WOR LD OF 

RELI GIOUS FA ITH ~HROUGH HA~LY WR ITTEN LETTERS TO THE SMALL 

CONGREGATI ONS THAT HE LEFT BEH I ND , HE STRUGGLED TO NOUR ISH -
AND STRENGTHEN THIS FAITH. 
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~ CHR I S TOPHER COLUMBUS AND Sr. PAUL WERE BOTH MEN OF,;REAT 

~IS I ON ~D I NTENSE REALI SM~OTH I EN CONFRONTED OVERWHELMI NG 

~ AGAI NST THE ACCOMPL I SHMENT OF THE I R GOAL~OLUMBUS ACH I EVED 

FAME AND WEA LTH BUT DI ED ALONE AND IN POVERTY~ . AUL SUFFERED . -.... 
ABUSE AND IMPR ISONME NT BUT ESTABLI SHED A FAITH THAT WOULD -
TRANS FORM LIVES THROUGHOUT THE WOR LD. -L COLUMBUS HAD A VISI ON OF A NEW ROUTE TO THE ~D OF 

ul ND IA,.u) BUT IN AMER ICA HE SA'tJ A NEW SOU RCE OF UNTAPPED _......., -- .._ 
---

WEA LTH -- THE OPPORTUNITY FOR SETTLEMENT AND TRADE I N A -------- .--. ...... 
co:,:_ NENT oF SEEMI NG LY u MITLEss REsouRcEs LM~p 

1 
n; ESTABLI sH 1 NG 

A CLAI M UPON THIS N~ORLD J HE CLAIMED IT, NOT FOR E::LOITAT;_o N 

BUT FOR DEVE LOP MEN T AND OPPORTU N IT~ IMMED IATELY ESTABLISHI NG -
SMALL OUTPOSTS OF SETTLE RS TO WORK THE LAND , -_.. -
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AND SO IT WAS WITH PAUL WHO COMM UN ICATED TO THE OUTPOSTS 

1t 
OF A NEW FAITH) THE NECES SITY FOR SOWING PREC IOUS SEED IN AN - -
UNPLOUGHED LAND BY TH EIR CONDU CT AND THE IR ACTIONS~ 'LISTEN --- ....... .-.. " 
TO HIS LETT ER TO TH E CHRISTI ANS IN GA LATI A: 

J 

I 

11 LET US NOT GROW WEARY IN WEL L-DOI NG) FOR IN DUE 

SEASON WE SHALL REAP) I F WE DO NOT LOSE HEART~O 

TH EN , AS WE HAVE OPPORTUNITY, LET US DO GOOD TO ALL 

MEN I I I I ll (GA LATI ANS 6:9-10) 
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~'THESE TWO THEMES - -THE DE~LOEMENT OF A GREAT LAND OF 
• • 

OPPORTUN ITY, AND EFFECTI VE SERV ICE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF G): :£ ~ 

PEOPLE -- COME TOGETHER IN THE CELEBRATI ON OF COLUMBUS 
.e~ 

DAY BY THE 'NIGHTS OF CoLUMBUS OF THE blrJr Sr. PAu L 

METROPO LITAN AREAI.!:..TABLI SHED SOME 90 YEARS AGO IN NEW 

HAVEN , CoNNECTIC UT, THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF THE KN IGHTS OF 

COLUMBUS HAS HAD AT THE CENTER OF ITS OATH THE CONSCI ENTI OUS 

PER FORMANCE OF THE DUTI ES OF AN AMER ICAN CI TIZEN AND THE .. ... 
OF RE LI GION , • 
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~~011~~ PLEDGE ~URSELVES ANEW TO THE ----
FULFI LLMENT OF THIS OATH \l!HERE IS A TREMENDOUS TASK AHEAD 

j 

OF US IN AMER ICAillN A NAT ION THAT IS PRIVATELY WEA LTHY BUT 

CITIZENS WHO CARE ABOUT THE NEEDS OF PEOPL E ;~ND IT IS ESSENTIAL 

THAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR BECOME TOTALLY I NVOLVED IN THE DEVE LOPMENT 

OF BETTER COMMUNITIES OFFER ING GOOD HOUS I NG AT ALL I COME-
• 

LEVELS, A STRONG AND VIB RAN T BUS I NESS ECONOMY THAT EXPA NDS .. - ) 

J OB OPPORTUNITI ES) AND EFFECTI VE LAW E FORCEMENT TH AT ASSURES 

JUSTICE AND THE PROTECT ION OF CITI ZEN S~ _.. 
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Lv'E wANT A NAn oN Mov 1 NG AHEAD s r RoNGL Y, c oN F 1 DENTL y, wHERE 

t'" 
THE JOBLESS HAVE JOBS, WHERE THE HU GRY HAVE FOOD , WHERE THE 

~ J 

POOR CAN LIVE WITH DIGN ITY, WHERE EVERY CHILD ATTE NDS A DECE NT __________ ,..~ 
SCHOO L, WHERE THERE IS FAI R TAXATI O~ WHERE BROTHERHOOD IS 

I 

PRACTIC ED AS WE LL AS PREACHED , W ERE HEALT CA RE IS AVA ILAB LE - .. -
FOR ALL, \'JH ERE P LLUTI ON IS A ~~E~10RY) AND WHERE THE "SJ

3
STE: 

REALLY DOES WORK.,..._~ ~ 

LcoLu~mus DiscovERED A NEvJ LAND oF oPPORTU NITY, LET us 
-~ , - flif? •• !i -

DEDICATE OURSELV ES TO THE TASK OF MAK I NG AMER ICA A GREAT LAND 

OF HOPE AND PROM IS E, 

# # # # # 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


