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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR RETARDED CHILDREN 

Denver, Colorado 

October 15 , 1971 

It is indeed a pleasure for Muriel and I to join you 

at the convention of the National Association for Retarded 

Children . 
The cause to which your efforts are devoted is one that 

is close to our hearts, and for this reason, we feel a great 

kinship with all of you who toil on behalf of the mentally 

retarded . 
You all know that Muriel is t he real expert on mental 

retardation in our family, but I am delighted that you have 

invited me to share some thoughts with you -- and she will be 

participating this evening . 
I commend you on your comvention theme: "The Future Is 

Today . " 
This is a theme that I stress constantly with my 

Washington staff -- sometimes to their discomfort and displeasure . 

I want them to be thinking not only of what is needed 

today or tomorrow , but I want them looking ahead to the year 

2000 when there will be some 100 million more Americans. 

I want them to be projecting the needs for the then 300 

million Americans in transportation, in housing, in education, 

in energy requirements, in environmental projects, in health 

care , in employment -- and, yes, in mental retardation . 

Do you realize that there is tod ay no planning or 

coordinating agency that looks to America's needs 10, 20 or 

more years ahead? We are the only industrialized nation that 

has no established, ascertainable, understandab le goals, 

priorities or planning. This is wasteful and intolerable . 

Our problems today are only a hint of what lies ahead, 

unless we have the vision to plan, to project into the future. 

So I am pleased that NARC, with its convention theme and 

its programs, is looking beyond today 's needs in the mental 

retardation field . 
I am pleased also to note your ef fo rts to combat mental 

retardation among our nation's poor, who suffer four times more 

heart disease, six times more nervous disorders and retardation, 

10 times more eye trouble than the affluent . 

There is no question but that your attention to related 

social problems and human needs can greatly influence the 

course of mental retardation in this country. 

I know that the quality of health care and the delivery 

of health services are i mportant concerns of your membership . 

Medical care in this country is organized as "crisis" 

medicine rather than preventive medicine. We are the only 

major western nation that does not have a national health 

care p lan for the majority of its citizens. 

Despite the fact that Americans last year s pent some 

$70 billion on health care, we rank 13th among industrialized 

nations in infant mortality, 11th in life expectancy for 

women and 18th in life e xpectancy for men. 
The Department of Health, Education and Welfare has 

warned of a breakdmvn in the delivery of health care unless 

immediate concerted action is taken by t he Government and 

the private sector. 
There must be a significant increase in public funds 

for expanding the supply of medical manpower, including 

persons from minority groups. 
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We must train new types of medical aides, such as 
assistant physicians, family planning aides and community 
health workers. 

Financial aid must be made availab le for starting 
hundreds of additional group practice plans. 

We must increase the numbe r of neighborhood health centers, 
ambulatory clinics, maternity and well baby clinics. 

And we should offer financial incentives for innovative, 
more economical and efficient arrangement s and coord inated 
medical service p lans. 

You who have worked so hard for e ducational opportunity 
for the retarded know that it is only in recent years that 
we have spoken with conviction of the right of a quality 
education to the full extent of capability and need . 

The fantastic pace of technolog ical change exp lained t he 
original Federal investment in educationa l resources over 
a decade ago. But now we are looking to educa tion itself as 
a force for change - - a decisive movement for end ing the 
inequality of human life in America. 

Education for the 20th century demands that we stop giving 
tenure to the 19th century classroom. We must seize hold of the 
electronic revolution and app ly finest insights of educational 
psychology to adopt multiple app roaches to an unrestricted 
and humanized educational process for our child ren . 

Tremendous advances are underway in the a pp lication of 
audio-visual equipment, television and cybernetics to the 
classrooms enabling the teacher to give individ ual attention to 
the learning needs and discoveries o f t he ind ividual child . 

Hopefully, Federal education programs will be supportive 
of this renaissance, giving as much attention to the child 
with learning disabilities as to the gifted and talented child , 
especially at the pre-school level. 

And, apart from the regular e duc a tional program, let me 
emphasize here the great need for quality ch ild care service 
in the United States. The availab ility of -modern day care 
help is no longer an individual conveni ence. It has become a 
community and a national necessity. 

One third of mothers with children under the age of six , 
some 4 1/2 million, are wor k ing today . This means that t here 
are six million pre-school children in need of developmental 
day care service while their mothers are out of the home. 

Yet, there are less than 700,00 0 licensed day care 
opportunities available. And Headstart presently serves 
only about 263,000 children in full year programs and 208,000 
in summer programs. 

If we are truly committed to assuring e qua l opportunity 
and eliminating poverty in this country, then we must find some 
way in which society can offer compensatory e ducation and 
child development opportunity for t he very young whenever they 
are need e d . 

It must be provided during thos e early chi l dhood years 
when it can have an effect on their d irection in li fe , before 
t he scars are so deep that an average school system c annot cope 
with t hem . 

And what a boos t early childhood care and education 
would be for the mentally retarded and their families. 

Not only is urgently needed training provided for the 
chi ld, b ut they per mit the mother a much-needed resp ite 
to concentrate on t he needs o f her other chi l dren. 

Often t his respite from 24 -hour care of a retarded 
chi l d may make t he d i fference between whet her he can remain at 
home or mus t live in a r es i dential facili ty . 

But whatever learning opportunities are availab le, we mus t 
face the fact that education cannot t ake place in an atmosphere 
of hos tility, fear, racial bitterness and deprivation. 
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We cannot expect children with e mpt y stomachs to learn 
in the classroom. It is the shame of our nation that some 
young minds cannot develop to their full potential because 
of the ravages of malnutrition. 

The Citizen's Board of Inquiry into Hunger and Malnutrition 
estimates that 10 million Americans are "slowl y starving . " 
Many are children who will be dull, listless, and poor 
throughout their lives. 

As one means of alleviating malnutrition, I have worked 
this year in the Senate to expand school breakfast and 
school lunch programs . In fact, a fe\v day s a go I introduced 
legislation to provide a daily free nutritious meal for 
every American school child from the hig h school level down . 

Adequate child nutrition is no luxury. It is as basic 
more basic -- than good textbooks, good teachers and good 
classrooms. 

How important this can be even in reducing school drop-
out rates is indicated by this dramatic report of a ·-c perintendent 
in a San Diego, Texas, Independent School 
District. He told the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry 
that the drop-out rate in his district had been radically 
reduced from over 300 a y e ar to les s than 16 and he 
attributed this directly to the availab ility of t h e free lunch 
program. 

And what about the homes in which peop le live? 
In a land of such p lenty it is disturb ing to discover 

that one tenth of all housing in America -- a b out seven million 
units are substandard. And much of what is labeled "standard" 
falls short of the mark . We know , for example, that some 
four million standard housing units are overcrowded . 

Too often the assumption is made that when we talk about 
miserable living conditions we really mean t h e urb an ghetto . 
Certainly, there is a direct and vicious e q uation here . But 
it must never b e forgotten that two third s of America's 
inadequate housing is in rural areas, wh ere almost half of the 
nation's poor are also to be found . 

The princip al cause of poverty i s not hard to discover. 
It is simply that the ind ividual is either unemp loyed or 
underemployed. Fifty-five percent of all poor f amilies in 1969 
were poor desp ite the fact that the head of the family did 
work during all or part of the year . 

In another 30 percent of poor families, the head of the 
family was unable to work because of illness and disability 
or because it was necessary to stay home to care for the 
family. 

We have developed a broad offensive to combat poverty . 
This approach is reflected in the pas s a ge o f t h e Economic 
Opportunity Act of 1964, estab lishment of new programs such 
as Community Action, neighborhood legal s e rvices, Headstart, 
food stamps and Vista. 

But much more need s to be done to finis h t h e job. 
The two-p ronged general attack should both e xpand opportunities 
and incentives for everyone to earn a living a nd estab lish 
an effective income maintenance prog r am for all who are in 
genuine need. 

Poverty in a time of affluence is a national dis g race . 
It weakens and divides our nation. And , as NARC's outstand ing 
pamphlet on poverty states, "Wherever poverty goes, mental 
retardation follows . " 

Again, I commend the Nationa l Association for Retarde d 
Ch ildren for its efforts to broad en its role on beh alf of 
the retarded - - to reach out to the poor , to ma k e 
the commitments and to mobilize the resources that will be 
needed to reverse the cycle of poverty tha t h as plagued some 
families for generations. 
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And I commend, too, the progress t hat you have made in 
other areas on behalf of the mentally retarded . 

In just the 11 years since t he birth of our granddau ghter, 
Vicky, there have been so many changes for the good -- in 
pub lic attitude, in educational opportunity , in facilities, 
in job training , in recreation, in areas too numerous to mention . 

I congratulate your president Francis White, for his 
active, progressive leadersh i p . I know that with t h is convention 
he concludes his term of offi ce. 

And I particularly want to single out his work and the 
work of NARC in securing passage of the Developmental 
Disabilities Act of 1970. This is a milestone in legislation 
for all the handicapped . It i s a victory in which you can all 
take great pride . 

It is the greatness of men and women t ha t produces a 
nation of greatness. Thank you for setting the example. 

# # # # # 
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IT IS I NDEED A PLEASURE FO R rluRIEU ~ b 7 0Hl YOU 

AT THE CO NVEN TI ON F THE i ~ATI ONA L ASSOC I ATI Of~ FOR RE TARDED 

CHILDREN , 

TH E CAUSE TO WH ICH YOUR EFFOR TS ARE DEVOTED IS ONE THAT 

IS CLOSE TO OUR HEARTS., ;'Alt. FEE L A GREAT 

KI NSH I P WITH ALL OF YO ~~WIIe T6IL s:: LeW11 E !IE 1:12 iltiiiAtlY 

~au: !?b • 

..Y.,n *I I PHI I 7 :Lf~UR I EL IS THE REAL EXPERT ON MENTAL 

RETARDA Tl 0 I N OUR FAft, I L Y 4 UT 
1 

J AM DELI GHTED THAT YOU HAVE 

I VIT ED ME TO SHARE SOME THOUGHTS WITH YOU -- AND SHE WILL BE 

PARTICIPATI NG THIS EVEN I NG . 
- aws 

COMMEf D YOU ON YOU COMVENT I Of J THEME: "THE FUTURE Is 
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CO t\STA NTLY \'HTH ~-"" 
7'/ 

-~"' <·· 

.. 

,:;> 

SOMETI MES TO THE I !}....ff!S C0~1FORT AfJD DISPLEASURE , 
.,~ 

?' 
~ 

/'""' .,~..--
THEM TO BE TH~~'HJG NOT ONLY OF WHAT,,~.~ .. ~DED 

/' ~ 

THERE \-'II LL BE 

p;J• 

.,., .,.... 

~· THEt LO~ffW AHEAD TO THE YEAR 
./'( 

MORE At-1ER I CANS I 

THE NEEDS FOR THE THEN 300 

MILLI ON AMER ICANS IN TRANSPORTATI ON , IN HOUSING, IN EDUCATION, 
~ - -...._ 

IN ENERGY REQU IREMENTS, IN ENVIRONME NTAL PROJECTS , IN HEA LTH 

-tft~~J. 
EMPLOYMENT -- AND , YES , IN MENTAL CARE, I 

.....::::-:.....--=~~~:.PI~..,..J~r~~~~-

-

!J8 HOI' RF" 'XC f!h<THERE I S TODAY NO PLA NN I NG OR --- ---
COORDINATING AGENCY THAT LOOKS TO AMER ICA ' S NEEDS 10, 20 OR -- - ---.. 

MORE YEARS AHEAD~' 
"" 
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~/E ARE THE ON LY INDUSTRIALIZED NAT ION THAT HAS NO ESTABLISHEU, 

ASCER TAI NAB LE, UNDERSTANDABLE GOALS , PRIOR ITI ES OR PLANNING, 

~IS IS WASTEFUL MD INTOLERABLE • -
~UR PROBLEMS TODAY ARE ON LY A HINT OF WHAT LI ES AHEAD , 

UN LESS WE HAVE THE VISI O TO PLAN, TO PROJECT INTO THE FUTURE , 

-== -
f__so l AM PLEASED THAT NARC, WITH ITS CONVENTION THEt1E AND 

ITS PROGRAMS, IS LOOK ING BEYOND TODAY'S NEEDS IN THE MENTA L 
) 

RETARDATI ON FIELD , 
~ 

I -..J.o ll•e -
~ 1 AM PLEASED YOUR EFFORTS TO COMBAT MENTAL 

4 
RETARDATI ON AMONG OUR NATI O 's POOR, WHO SUFFER FOUR TI MES MORE -- C: iii ·-
HEART DISEASE s SIX TI MES MORE NERVOUS DISORDERS AND RETARDATI O~ , 

./ =::::-

10 TI MES MORE EYE TROUB LE 
'"z:-. 
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SOCI AL PROB LEMS AND HUMAN NEEDS CAN GREATLY 

COURSE OF MENTAL RETARDATI ON IN THIS COUNTRY, 

;;.Il l 
OF HEA LTH SERVIC ES ARE I 1PORTANT CO CERNS OF YOUR MEMBERSH IP, - - -

L..! ED I CAL CARE IS ORGAN IZED AS "CRISI S" -
M!:CI NE RATHER THAN PREVENTI VE MED ICI E ~~t!!i!!! -~.--=-....._.£ 
---

L DESP ITE THE FACT THAT Af1ER I CANS LAST YEAR SPENT SOI~E 

$70 B ~LI ON 0 HEA LTH CARE) WE RANK 13TH AMONG IND USTRIALIZ ED 

NATI ONS I INFA NT MORTALITY } 1~I N LI FE EXPECTAtKY FOR 

WOMEN AND 18TH IN LI FE EXPE CTAN CY FOR MEN , -
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~THE DEPARTME~ T OF HEALTH, EDUCATI ON A D WELFARE HAS 

YARNED OF A BREA KDOWN IN THE DE LIVER Y OF HEALTH CA RE UNLESS 

IMMED IATE CO NCERTED ACTION IS TAKE ' BY THE GO VERNMENT AND 

THE PRIVATE SECTO R, 

H~RrSE IN PUB LIC FU NDS ~ 

FOR EXPAND ING THE SUPP LY OF MEDICAL MA POWER , INCLUDI NG 

PERSO S FROM MINORITY GROUPS , 

~E MUST TRAI N NEW TYPES OF MED ICAL AI ES , SUCH AS 

ASS ISTANT PHYSICI AN S, FAMILY PLA NN ING AIDES AND COMMUN ITY 

HEA LTH WOR KERS, 

- .. 
~ FI NANCIAL AID MUST BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR STARTING 

c~~ HUND~:Ds OF ADDITIO NA L GROUP PRACTIC E PLAN/\ 
za. 
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~WE MUST I CREASE THE NUMBER OF NE IGHBORHOOD HEA LTH CENTERS , 

AMBU LATORY CLI NICS, MATERN ITY AND WE LL BABY CLI ~ I C S. 

~ AND WE SHOU LD OFFER FI NANC IAL INCENTI VES FOR I N~OVAT;vE , 

MORE ECONOM ICAL AND EF FICI ENT ARRANGEMENTS AND COORD INATED 

MED ICAL SERVIC E PLA~S ~ 

( You WHO HAVE WORKED SO HARD FOR ED CATI ONAL OPPORTUN ITY 

FOR THE RETARDED KNOW THAT IT IS 0 LY IN RECENT YEARS THAT 

t ( 
WE HAVE SPO KEN WITH CONV ICTI ON OF THE RIGHT OF A QUA LITY - ... 

... , 
ED UCATI ON TO THE FULL EXTENT OF CAPAB ILI TY AND NEED . 

..... --· ...... __ _.,_~--

~\0 

,, 
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t( ~WE ARE LOOKI NG TO - EDUCATI ON ITSELF AS A FORCE FOR 

CHANGE -- A DECI SIVE MOVEMENT FOR END I 'G THE INEQUA LITY OF 

:::::==. 

HUMAN LIFE IN AMER ICA, 

) EDUCATI ON FOR THE 20TH CENTURY DEfvlANDS THAT WE STOP GIVING 

A 
TENURE TO THE 19TH CENTURY SEIZE HO LD OF THE --

-til 
ELECTRON IC REVO LUTI ON AND APPL'l-, FI NEST I NS IGHTS OF EDUCATIONAL 

~ 

PSYCHOLOGY TO ADOPT MULTIPLE APPROACHES TO AN UNRESTRICTED 

AND HUMAN IZ ED EDUCATI ONAL PROCESS FOR OUR CHILDREN , 

J.. TREMENDOUS ADVANCES ARE ~NDE!WAY I N THE APP LICATI ON OF 

AUD IO-V ISUAL EQU I PME~, ::;EV ISI ON AND CYBERNETICS TO THE 

CLASSROOMS ENAB LI NG THE TEACHER TO GIVE IND IVIDUAL ATTENT ION TO 
... -
THE LEARNING NEEDS AND DISCOVERIES OF THE IND IVIDUA L CHILD, 
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( , FEDERAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS ~!IE-~~~~~~ 
~H o/-?k .,J/J 

~ ~· ~UCH AT~ION TO THE CHILD 

WI TH LEARNING DISABILITIES AS TO THE GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILD~ 

ESPECIALLY AT THE PRE-SCHOOL LEVEL. 

I AM PLEASED TO SEE 

PARENTS OF THE RETARDED LEGALLY CHALLENGING THE POLICY AND 

CLAIMING THE RIGHT OF EDUCATION FOR THEIR CHILDREN, 

) r (' 

~ERHAPS SOME OF YOU HAVE READ THE LAUDATORY 

EDITORIAL IN THE NEW YORK TIMES THIS WEEK COMMENDING THE 

RULLING BY A THREE-JUDGE FEDERAL COURT IN PH ILADELPHIA ~ 

THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA MUST PROVIDE FREE PUBLIC EDUCATION 

TO ALL RETARDED CHILDREN, 
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~HE COUNCIL FOR EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN ADVISES ME THAT 

THIS BRINGS TO 24 THE NUMBERS OF STATES THAT ARE REQUIRED TO 

PROVIDE EDUCATION FOR THE RETARDED~~ERE ARE SEVEN ADDITIONAL 

E EDUCATION SERVICES . So THERE ARE 16 

STATES REM NING WHO HAVE NOT MADE EDUCATION OF THE RETARDED 

MANDATORY. 

AND , APART FROM THE REGULAR EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM J LET ME 

EMPHASIZE HERE THE GREAT NEED FO R QUALITY CHILD CA RE SERVICE • 

HE AVAILABILITY OF MODERN DAY CARE 

~ELP IS NO LONGER AN I ND IVI DUAL CONVEN I ENC1~HAS BECOME A 

COMMUNITY AND A NATIONAL NECESSITY . 
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~ONE THIRD OF MOTHERS WITH CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF SIXJ 

SOME 4 1/2 MILLIO~ ARE WORKING TO DAY;' THIS MEANS THAT THERE 

~~-
ARE MILLION PRE -SCHOOL CHILD REN IN NEED OF DEVELOPMENTAL 

DAY CARE SERVICE WHILE THEI R MOTHERS ARE OUT OF THE HOME , 
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~T, THERE ARE LESS THAN 700 ,000 ~y CARE 

OPPORTU NITI ES AVA ILAB LE, AND HEADS TA RT PRESENTLY SE RVES 

ONLY ABOUT 263 ,000 CHILDREN IN FUL L YEAR PROGRAMS AND 208,000 

IN SUMMER PROG RAMS, 

~ IF WE ARE TRULY COMM ITTED TO ASSU I NG EQUAL OPPORTUN ITY 

AND ELI MINATI NG POVERTY IN THIS COUNTR~ THEN WE MUS T FI ND SOME 

WAY IN WH IC H SOCIETY CAN OFF ER COMPENSATORY EDUCAT ION AND 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUN ITY FOR THE VE RY YOUNG WHENEVER THEY 

ARE NEEDED , 

~ IT MUST BE PROV IDED DUR ING THOSE EARLY CHILDHOOD YEARS 

WHEN IT CA N HAVE AN EFFECT ON THE IP DI REC TIO N IN LI FE , BE FO RE 

THE SCARS ARE SO DEEP THAT AN AVERAGE SCHOO L SYS TEM CANNOT COPE 

WITH THEM , 
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~AND WHAT A BOOST EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION 

WOU LD BE FOR THE MENTALLY RETARDED AND THE IR FAM ILI ES , 

~!JOT ON LY IS URGENTLY NEEDED TRA INING PROV IDED FOR TH E 

CHILD) BUT THEY PERMIT THE = ER A MUCH-NEEDE~ 

TO CO NCENTRATE ON THE NEEDS OF HER OTHER CHILDREN , 

1__ OFTEN THIS RESPITE FROM 24-HOUR CARE OF A RETARDED 

CHILD MAY MAKE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEE WHE THER HE CA N REMA IN AT -
~ OR MUS T LIVE IN A RESIDENTIAL FACILITY\ 

~ BUT WHATEVER LEARNI NG OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE, WE MUST 

FACE THE FACT THAT EDUCATION CA N OT TA KE PLACE IN AN ATMOSPHERE 

OF HOSTILITY, FEAR, RACIAL BITT ERNESS AND DEPRIVATION, 
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..._~~Ill EXPECT CHILDREN WITH EMPTY STOMAC HS TO LEARN 

I N THE CLASSROOM ~ IS THE SHAME OF OUR NAT ION THAT SOME 

YOU NG MI NDS CAN NOT DEVELOP TO THEIR FULL POTE NTIAL BECAUSE 

OF THE RAVAGES OF MA LNUTRITIO 

t THE CITIZEN'S BOARD OF INQUI RY I NTO HUNGER AND f'IA LNUTRITI ON 

ESTI MATES THAT 10 MILLI ON AMER ICANS AR E nSLOW LY STARV ING , n 

L.:...ANY ARE CHI LOR EN WHO WILL BE DULL, LI ST LESS , AND POOR 

TH RO UGHOUT THEIR LI VES , 

~ As ONE MEANS OF ALLEVI ATI:;G MA~NUTR ITIO ~) I HAVE WORKED 

THIS YEAR IN TH E SENATE TO EXPAND SCHOOL BREAKFAST AND 

SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS ,~ FACT, A FEW DAYS AGO I I NTRODUCED 

LEG ISLATI ON TO PROVIDE A DAILY FR EE NUTRITI OUS MEAL FOR 

EVERY AMERICAN SCHOOL CHILD FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL DOWN . 
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L AD EQUATE CHILD NUTRITI ON IS NO LUXURY IT IS AS BAS IC --

MORE BAS IC -- THAN GOOD TEXTBOOKS , GOOD TEACHERS AND GOOD 

CLASSROOMS, 

" How I MPO RTA T THIS CAN BE EVEtl II ' REDUC I N G SCHOOL oRO p~­

OUT RA TES IS I ND I CAT ED BY THIS DRAf~AT I C REPORT OF 

A SUPER INTENDENT IN A SAN DI EGO , TEXAS , I ND EPEN DENT SCHOOL 

DI S TR I CT, ~E TOLD THE SENATE (OMf1 I TTE E ON 1\GR I CULTURE AND FaRES TRY 

THAT THE DROP -OUT RATE I HIS DISTRICT HAD BEEN RAD ICALLY 

REDUCED FROM OVER 300 A YEAR TO LESS THAN 16 -- AND HE 

ATTRIBUTED THIS DI RE CTLY TO THE AVAILAB ILI TY OF THE FREE LUNCH 

PROGRAM , 

l.\ l 
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L AND WHAT ABOUT THE HOMES I N WH IC H PEOPLE LIVE? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~~J;;_H~ _AL~__HOU~NG_ I N AJ:1~ -~_!£L-- ABOUT SEVEN MILLION 

UNITS ARE SUBSTANDAR AND MUCH OF WHAT IS LABELED nSTANDARDn 

~ 
~~ISERABLE LIVI NG 

~~~ERE ~ S A DIRECT AND VICIOUS EQUATIO N 

CO ND ITIONS 

IT MUST NEVER BE FORGOTTEN THAT TWO THIRDS OF AMER ICA'S 

INADEQUATE HOUS ING IS IN RURAL AREAS , WHERE ALMOST HALF OF THE 

NATION'S POOR ARE ALSO TO BE FOU ND. 

------------
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THE PRINCIPAL CAUSE OF POVERTY IS NOT HARD TO DISCOVERJ 

lT IS SIMP LY THAT THE IND IVI DUAL IS EITHER UNEMP LOYED OR 

UNDEREMPLOYED~FTY-FIVE PE RCENT OF ALL POOR FAM ILI ES I N 1969 

WER E POOR DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE HEAD OF THE FAM ILY DID 

WORK DUR ING ALL 0 PART OF THE YEAR . 

L I N ANOTHER 30 PERCENT OF POO R FAt1I LJ E 'J THE HEAD OF THE 

FAMILY WAS UNAB LE TO WORK BE CAUSE OF ILLNESS AND DISAB ILI TY 

'-...... 

OR BECAUSE IT WAS NE CESSARY TO STAY HOME TO CARE FO R THE 
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I!. HIS APPR~~.<((~::ECTED I N THE P1~S~;; ,..;:: ECO NOM IC 

.,J; 
"RM1S SUCH 

HEADSTART, 

A ~TVIO -P RONGED GENERA L ATTACK -~~ .. '" EXPAND OPPORTUNIT IES 

....) ;;Js,,_.A, J 

AND INCENTIVES FOR EVERYONE TO EARN A LI V I N~'~ ESTABLISH 

AN EFFECT IVE INCOM E MA INTENANCE PROGRAM FOR ALL WHO ARE IN 

(1 POVERTY I N A TI ME OF AFFLUE NCE IS A NATI ONA L DISGRACE, 

~) 
IT WEA KENS AND DIVI DES OUR NATI ON , AND , AS NAP( ' s OUTSTAND I NG 

PAMPHLET ON POVERTY STATES , uW HE REVER POVERTY GOES , MEN TAL 

RETARDATI ON FOLLOWS , " 
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~GAIN) I COMMEND THE NATI ONAL ASSOC I ATI ON FOR RETARDED 

CH ILDREN FOR ITS EFFORTS TO BROADEN ITS RO LE ON BEHA LF OF 

THE RETARDED -- TO REACH OUT TO THE POOR, TO MAKE 

THE COMM ITMENTS AND TO MOB ILIZE THE RESOURCES THAT WILL BE 

NEEDED TO REVERSE TH E CYCLE OF POVER TY THAT HAS PLAGUED SOME 

FAMILIES FOR GE NERATI ONS , 

AND l COMMEND , TOO , THE PROGRESS THAT YOU HAVE MADE IN 

OTHER AREAS ON BEHA LF OF THE MENTALLY RETARDED . 

l N JUST THE 11 YEARS SI NCE THE BIRTH OF OUR GRANDDAUGHTER, 

VICKY, THERE HAVE BEEN SO MANY CHANGES FOR THE GOOD -- I --
RECREATI ON, IN AREAS TOO NUMEROUS TO MENT ION , 



. . 
.. 
\ . 000076 

~\' 



000075 
-17-

I CONGRATULATE YOU R PRES IDE!H FRANCIS \/H ITE, FOR HIS 

HE 6 9Milslliii)ES HI 5 rcpDO OF 9 551 ~F I 

AND I PART IC ULARLY WAN T TO SI NG LE OUT HIS WORK AND THE 

WORK OF I 
1ARC IN SECURI NG PASSAGE OF THE DEVELOP 1Et TAL 

DISAB ILITI ES AcT OF 1970 . TH IS IS A MILESTONE IN LEG ISLAT ION 

TAKE GREAT PR IDE . 

IT IS THE GREATNESS OF MEN A D WOMEN THAT PRODUCES A 

NATION OF GREATNESS b:ANK YOU.!.~~. :::2!~: .:.HE EXAMPLE, , 

# # # # # 
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