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REMARKS BY SENATOR HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

STATEMENT ON SICKLE CELL ANEMIA 

AND THE HEALTH NEEDS OF AMER ICA•s MINOR ITI ES 

PH ILADELPH IA, PENNSYLVANIA 

OcTOBER 20, 1971 
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ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT CHALLE NGES CO NFRO NTING 

MEDICAL RESEARCH TODAY IS TH E DISCOVERY OF A CU RE FO R SICKLE 

CELL ANEMIA, 

THIS BLOOD DISEASE WILL AFFLICT AT LEAST ONE OF EVERY 

500 BLACK BABIES BORN THIS YEAR, AND TH E CHILD REN AFFLICTED 

WILL FACE A LIFE EXPECTANCY OF ONLY 20 TO 40 YEARS , WITH MUCH 

OF THAT TI ME SPENT IN PAIN AND RECURRENT ILLNESS AND 

HOSPITALIZATION, 

IT IS A NATIONAL DISGRACE THAT WE HAVE FAILED TO LAUNCH 

AN ALL-OUT EFFORT TO DETECT AND CO MBAT THIS DISEASE CAUS ED 

BY A GENE MUTATION OCCURRING ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY AMONG BLACK 

PEOPLE, 
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ALMOST 2,000,000 AMERICANS TODAY CA RRY THE SIC KLE CELL 

TRAIT, OR DEFECTIVE GENE, WHEN I NHERITED FROM BOTH PARENTS, 

IT IS TRANS FORMED IN A SIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN INTO 

A MA LADY AFFECTING THE RED BLOOD CELLS THAT ELONGATE UNDER 

STRESSFUL ACTIVITY TO BLOCK CAP ILLAR IES AND DEPRIVE TISSUES 

OF VITAL OXYGEN, 

A COMPREHE NS IVE NATI ONAL PROGRAM OF RESEARCH, TESTI NG , AND 

PUBLIC EDUCATION ON SICKLE CELL ANEMIA WILL REQU I RE SUBSTANTIAL 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE J UST TO CONTROL TH E 

SPREAD OF THIS INS IDIOUS DISEASE. 

--------------------------------~====~~\8~ 
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THE RECENT ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BLACK ATHLETES FOUNDATION 

FOR SICKLE CELL ANEMIA RESEARCH IS AN OUTSTA ND I NG EXAMPLE 

OF THE KIND OF ACTION REQUIRED TO MEET THIS CHALLENGE . IT IS 

A RESEARCH-FINANCING EFFORT BORN OF DE EP COMM ITMEN T AND 

DIRECT PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, AND I PLEDGE MY FULL SUPPORT AND 

ASSISTANCE TO THE FOUNDERS OF THIS VITAL ORGANIZATION, WILLIE 

STARGELL AND DocK ELLIS OF THE PITTSBURGH PIRATES. 

ADEQUATE FINANCIAL SUPPORT CAN GREATLY ACCELERATE THE 

SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS THAT HAS ALRE ADY BEEN MADE IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF TWO ACCURATE TESTS FOR TH E IDENTIFICATIO N OF THE SICKLE CELL 

ANEMIA TRA IT AND DISEASE, AND IN TH E DISCOVERY OF VITAL 

DISEASE-CRISIS TREATMENT MEASURE , 

~---------------------------------- ~81 
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WE MUST IMM EDIATELY PROV IDE FO R THE INTENS IVE EVALUAT ION 

OF THESE MED ICAL ADVANCES AND THE PROMOTI ON OF FU RTHER 

DISCOVER IES , WE MU ST WAGE AN ALL-O UT CAMPA IGN TO EDUCATE PEOPLE 

ABOUT THIS DIS EASE AND TO ENCOURAGE THE IR VOLUNTARY PART ICI PATI ON 

IN TES TI G PROGRAMS , 

~;r{.~ 
To HE LP MOVE TO ARD THESE GOALS, I HAVE JOI NED ,a\8 , !I J ~~ 

Q;R~AL SPotSOR4 THE i'JATI ONAL SICKLE CELL ANE"' IA PREVENTI ON 

AcT, ..I~TROPI!°FD n: Srmor"' i''IMJir o: C;:LIPOIC:&IA. 

~HAVE CALLED FO R PROMP T CO NGRESS IONA L ACTION ON THIS 

BILL, 
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000143 

-6-

IT WOU LD PROVIDE FOR A COO RD I NATED FE DERAL GRANT PROGRAM 

OF $25 MILLION PER YEAR FO R 3 YEAR FOR RESEARCH, VOLU NTARY -
SCREENING, AND COUNSE LI NG AND PUBLIC EDUCATION; AS WELL A~ A 

SPECIAL $l5 MILLION GRANT PROGRAM OVER THREE YEARS FOR THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF CE NTERS FOR RESEARCH AND RESEARCH TRA INI NG IN 

SICKLE CELL ANEMIA, -------
~ EMPHASIS IS ALSO PLACED IN THI BILL ON TH E DEVELOPMENT 

OF SCREENING AND COUNSELI NG PROG RA S BY TH E DEPAR TMENT OF 
---- ---·-

DE FENSE FOR ALL MILITARY~ PERSO 1NEL AND CIVILIAN EMP LOYE ES . - -- ~ 

AND A SIMILAR REQUIREMENT IS DIRECTED AT THE VETERANS' 

ADM INISTRATION AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE ON BEHALF OF 

PERSONS ELIGIBLE FOR HEALTH CARE IN TH ESE AGENCIES. 
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UNDER ALL THESE PROGRAMS, THE VOLUNTARY PA TICI PATION 

OF AN IND IVI DUAL AND THE PROTECT ION OF HIS PRIVAC Y, TH ROUGH 

HO LDI NG TEST RESULTS CO NFI DENTI AL, MUS T BE ASSURED, 

~~ AM APPALLED AT THE FAILURE OF THE FEDER~ GOVE RNMENT 

TO HA VE TAKE N MORE COMPREHE SIVE MEASURES BY NOW TO PROMO TE 

~ 
RESEARCH, VOLUNTARY TESTI NG, ~ PUBL IC EDUCATION ON SICKLE 

" -
CELL ANEMIA, IN THE FACE OF TH E EXTENSIVE EVIDENCE OF THIS 

DISEASE AND DEVELOPMENTS IN RESEARCH THAT HAVE COME TO LIGHT 

IN RECENT YEARS ., 

~~ THE B~Atl OF $6 MILLI ON FOR RESEARCH IN 
A. 

THE CURRENT FISCAL YEAR REPRESENTS AN IMPORTAN T BEG I NN I NG , 
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HOPE FULLY, IT WILL BE PRESSED FOR ARD BY THE RECENTLY APPOINTED 

NATIO NAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON SICKLE CELL DIS EASE UNDER THE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH I EDUCATI ON, AND WELFARE. 

3-
IT IS TI ME WE FACED TH E CLEAR FACTS OF HIGHER RATES OF --

DISEASE AND DEATH AMONG THE DIS ADVANTAGED MINORITY GROUPS 

-
OF AMER ICA THAN AMONG TH E WH ITE MAJOR ITY, IT IS TI ME FOR US 

TO ACT TO ASSURE ALL AMER ICA NS AN E UAL RI:HT TO GOOD HEALTH~ 

~ ToDAY IN THE BICENTENN IAL CITY OF PHILADELPHI~ LET US 

ES TABL ISH THE PRIORITY GOAL TO BE ACHIEVED BY 1976: THE 
-= 

CONQUEST OF SICKLE CELL ANEM IA, 

To A CHILD, SICI<LE CELL ANEMIA REPRESENTS SUFFERING, 

CHRO NIC FATIGUE, CONS ISTENT ABSENCES FROM SCHOOL, 

------------------------------~==~~~1 
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IN A MAN , THE CO ND ITION MAKES THE HOLDING OF A JOB 

EXTREMELY DIFFICULT. 

A WOMAN MAY HAVE SEVERE DIFFICULTY WITH ALL PHASES 

OF HER PREGNANCY AND DELIVERY; SH E TOO, FACES INTE RM ITTENT 

ILLNESSES. 

WITH NO KNOWN MEDICAL CURE, PHYSICIA NS CAN ONLY HELP 

RELIEVE SYMPTOMS, REDUCE PAI N AND PREVENT COMP LICATIO NS . 

To EFFECTIVELY COMBAT SICKLE CELL ANEMIA, WE NEED MORE 

MONEY AND MANPOWER ALL ALONG THE LI NE -- FO R RESEARCH, 

EDUCATION, THERAPY AND COUNS ELI NG. 

AND WE NEED RESOURCES WHERE TH EY COU NT -- IN THE 

NE IGHBORHOODS OF BLACK AMERICANS AND IN RURAL AMERICA, WITH 

BLACKS INVOLVED IN THE PLA NN ING AND DELIVERY OF THESE SERVICES, 

-------------------------------=~~\~ 
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I URGE THAT WE GIVE PRIORITY TO SCREENING EVERY SINGLE 

PRE-SCHOOL AND SCHOOL CHILD IN AMERICA, 

WE CAN SET UP SCREENING CENTERS AT FIXED SITES AS WELL 

AS IN MOBILE VANS THAT WOULD TRAVEL TO SCHOOLS, PLAYGROUNDS, 

PARKS AND RESIDENCES, 

UNDER THE MEDICAID LAW, EVERY CHILD OF WELFARE FAMILIES 

WAS LONG SINCE TO HAVE BEEN SCREENED FOR ALL MAJOR AILMENTS; 

THIS LAW MUST BE IMPLEMENTED NOW FOR SICKLE CELL AND FOR ALL 

OTHER MAJOR HEALTH PROBLEMS, 

BUT IN ALL SUCH EFFORTS, WE MUST BECOME FULLY AWARE OF 

THE LARGER SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISEASE OF SICKLE CELL ANEMIA, 

AND THAT IS THAT THE OVERALL HEALTH STATISTICS FOR BLACK, 

WtJ~55 
SPANISH-SURNAME, AND INDIAN AMERICANS ARE MUCH lsH611~!l THAN FOR 

" WHITE AMERICANS, 

-----=============~~\8'\ 
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LOOK AT THE TOLL TAKEN BY SPECI FIC KILLERS AND CRIPPLERS 

-- HEART DISEASE, CA NCER , STROKE, KI DNEY DISEASE , TUBERCULOS IS, 

ACCIDENTS, I N INS TANCE AFTER INSTANCE TH E COLOR OF ONE'S 

SKIN INCREASES THE LIKELIH OOD OF BE ING A VICTI M OF DISEASE, 

DISABILITY AND PREMATURE DEATH~ARLY 200 YEARS AFTER OUR NATIONAL 

INDEPENDENCE, BLACK, SPANISH-SPEAKING, AND IND IAN AMER ICA NS 

AR E STILL IN BONDAGE -- TO EXCESSIVE PHYSICAL A D MENTAL 

AFFLICTIONS AS WE LL AS TO SLUMS , I NFER IOR EDUCATION, AND POOR 

JOBS. 

WE KNOW SICKNESS MAKES PEOPLE POOR AND POVERTY MAKES 

PEOPLE SICK, WE KNOW HOW POVERTY AND MALNUTRITI ON SKYROCKET 

INFANT MORTALITY. 

--------------------------------------~~\~0 
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BUT THERE IS MUCH WE DO NOT KNOW . 

THIS IS NOT A TASK FOR THE U.S, GoVERNMENT ALONE; IT IS 

A TASK FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVE RNMENTS; FOR FOU NDATIO NS , MEDICAL 

AND PARAMEDICAL SOCIETIES ; PRIVATE CITIZE NS , YES , FO R ALL OF US. 

LET THIS BE A DECISIVE ACTION BY WHICH WE ENDEAVOR TO ASSU RE 

ALL AMERICANS EQUAL HEALTH OPPO RTUNITY, 

# # # # # 

--------------------------------~~~~\~ 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 




