
ITUMPfiRP.Y PROPOSES NEW APPROACn 

TO PROB~S OP WATER POLLUTION 

___.-- WASHINGTON# Jan. 26--Senator Hubert. H .. Humphrey today 

proposed a new approach to the growing nroblem of water 

pollution--the creation of regional river basin waste treatm~nt. 

authoritiea · across the nation. 
/ 

In introducing his proposa 1--t.he Riv~r Basin Wa~r.e Trea·tment 

Authorit\1 Act of 1972--Senator Humphrey said! 

"It is time to stoo the talk and start actifig to halt 

the growing znwm menace of nollution~ we simply can no 

longer afford. t.he ~ JtJMt&&CilEm!IUiii!flilttkidtlBt u ad t=e t1 e s t.I a 

~~t~o iRe E.EHhd"'9 1 + q ,.. 

~qe to our economy{ the loss of recreation op~rtunities 
nor the destruction of the Nation•!} natural beauty~ 

It was Humphrey's s-· .... ~·~K second major anti~pollution 

proposal in two days. Yesterday in Los Angeles he outlined, 

and today he introd•Jecd in the surma¥ Senate, the community 

Coalitions for a Clean Environment ~ct. 

This measure would pump SGVoral hundred millions of 

dollars, backed in part by ~*'I!H' citi.zen~urch~tsed 

Environmental savingg nond~, into qra~~ root~, community 

efforts to combat all forms of pollution. 

The River na~in t-last.e Treat...mont Auth"rity 7\et, l'u.~ saic1, 

would permit for the fir~t time a comprehengive, coordinated 

~ sy~tematie a~proach to water pollution. 

'i:~·~~ 



,._ . 

"Despite great progress made by huntlrOd!'" of communities 

in controlling water pollution 1 " the Senator said, ~'we must 

face the fact that individual co~~unities working separately, 

.;;pz **K usually with j na(lequate funds and limited enforcement 
n 

machiJnery simply are not equal tQ the task. 
v 

"What is accomplished," he asked, 11 if community 1\ alrmg 

a waterway builds a modern and ~~r±-rt effective sewage 

treatrnont pltint, if B& Community n ...- \,lt}5tream conttn\leli ~o 
? dump raw sewage." 

He said t:.he .,... riv~r basin treatment **¥""1§ agencies 

mandated by hi$ bill wo,.Ald be authorized to pl~n, huild, 

opet"ate and rt~aintain sewage treatment faci liti_t~S that w"uld 

m0et Federal standards . 

'They would be financed by USI.ir charges on existing and 

new treatment plants and by~ the i~~\.HU'lCe of bonds for the 

entire cost of new constructio_lj..-On- the nat:i-c:nal inve~~;~f. =--=--------- -- - . --(~rket~:-~T]le Federal goverl"'tnent will oledge 40 uer cent 
..... _ __,/ ---- and would providf'! t<:l_Jihnici\L.ru:;si...at;.ance~--' . 0 
of the debt !Je-rv-ree costsA---wrlle term9 of the bond~ Wli:- w<..L 
approximate the useful life of the facilities. 

~~fsii\";fJ the authoritieg \~Jl 111•~ woulrl ineludB several 

st~tes in such major river •aBts basins as the Ohio, the 

Mississinpi, the Missouri, the Colorado, tho Rio Grande, and 

the ,_.ta x Potoma~~ 

Seaztsr i'~m:,:'b•';\ cited the!~(~ figures to illustrate the 

,CJeiMlii\iji!iW'ik'a<' ,_tlhlilii'mX~ dirnr)nsions of water Polhttion; , 
which he ~aid has ~ affect'?\ ~very major river in the .. .. _ . . . 

Nation: 



. .. .. , . 

--some 1,400 American ~ communities still dum~ rhw, 

untreated sewage into rivers. 

~ Thousands of exi~ting treatment plants are inefficient 

and inadr ... quate with poor design, operation and ma • ntenanco. 

--Operation loads from munieir-~1 sewage systems are exoected 
to incre~se four times in the next 50 years~ 

--More than I,noo eommunitit}S outgrow their •• tew••• 
treatment ~y~torns r:;very year .. 

--only 70 per cent of the Nation*a population is served 

by sewage treatment systems, and less than half of existing 

plants are ~adequate to meet present needs. 

"'this proposal together 

Control Amendment passed b 

with the Federal Htm·Water Quality 
C Senate ; 

the-•,raaw--fast session.~ give 

hope that we can arrest water pollutlon 1
11 numf)hrey said. 

~They 9ive hope that we can restore the purity and 

tllC beauty of our waterways and makP. them !Ja fc for lftDJI.'ax 

commurec and navigation, for recreation and for other uses 

by our growing population." 
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