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HIMPHREY PROPOSES NEW APPROACT f L£#a4ﬁ,
TO PROBLEMS OF WES WATER POLLUTION

~ WASHINGTON, Jan. 26-=-Senator Hubert H. Humphrey today

propoged a new approach-tu the growing oroblem of water
pollution--the c¢reation of regional river basin waste treatment
authorities across the nation.

In 1ntrcducin§ hia propasal--the River Basin Wazte Treatment
Authorit@ Act of 1972--Senator Humphrey said:

"It iz time to ston the talk and start acting to halt
the growing mmesmss menace of nolliution. We simply can no

longer afford the

damage to our economy, the loss of recreation upﬁQrtunities
nor the destruction of the Nation's natural beauty.

It was Humphrey's =asemsssx second major anti-pollution
proposal in two days. VYesterday in Los Angeles he outlined,
and today he introduced in the Smanmkmy Senate, the Community
Coalitions for a Clean Environment Act,

Thiz meagure would pump several hundred millions of
dolliars, backed in part by Eawhsewsssssu citizenspurchased
Environmental Savings Bonds, into grass roots, community
efforts to combat all forms of nollution.

The River Basin Waste Treatmont Authority Act, he said,

weuld permit for the first time a comprehensive, caordinated

';_ sgmbx systematic approach to water pollution.




“Despite great progress made by hundreds of communities
in controlling water pollution,™ the Senator said, "we must
face the fact that individual communities working separately,
mhemewasidsie: usually with inadequate funds and limited enforcement
machi?nery simply are not egqual t» the task.

x:What is accomplished,” he asked, "if Community A aleng
2 waterway builds a modern and effbedsmt cffective sewage
treatment plant, if me Community B »& unstream continueas ‘o
dump raw sewagé?"

He said the me river basin treatment mwsmms agencies
mandated by his biil would be authorized te plan, build,
operate and maintain sewage treatment facilities that would
megt Federal standards.

They would be financed by user charges on existing and

hiew treatment plants and byg the iasuance of bonds for the

SRS

entire cost of new constructlag on the national inveqtment~

f’markapg‘th'Ee Federal gnvernmcnt will nledqe 41 per cent

~._and would nrovide tachnical assistance.. %
of the debt serfvicée cﬁSEhR “Tﬁé terms of the bands u&wuﬁj
approximate the useful life of the facilities.

%’sai? the authcritiesw wold include soveral
states in such major river Wee#x= basins as the Ohio, the
Mississiopi, the Missouri, the Colerado, the Rio Grande, and
the Bademewsx Potomac.

cited theas figures to illustrate the

dimensions of water mollution,

.
which he zaid has adfewmk affected every major river in the

Hation:




~=Some 1,400 American se® communities still dump raw,
untreated sewage into rivers.
==Thousands of existing treatmont plants are inafficient
and inadequate with noor design, operation and maintenance.
--Operation loads from municipal sewage systems are expected
to increase four times in the next 50 years.
==More than 1,000 communities ocutgrow their seswtwmes
treatment systems every year.
==Only 70 per cent of the Nation's ponulation is served
by sewage treatment systems, and less than half of exiasting
plants are imadequate to meet present needs.
"This proposal together with the Paederal ﬁ:;twater Cuality
_ (.Senate ; :
Control Amendment passed by the W’ﬁmt seagion,& give
hope that we can arrest water pollution,” Humphrey said.
"They give hope that we can restore the purity and
the beauty of our waterways and make them zafe far £
commerce and navigation, for recreation and for other uses

by our growing population.”
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