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HUMPHREY PROROSES FIVE-POIET LAW ENFORCEMINT

AND i REHABILITATION PROGRAM T0 COMBAT DRUG PROBLEM

MIAMI, Jan. 31l--Senator Hubert . Humphrey today pronosed
a major, five-pronged offensive against drug addiction and drug
< "(:l.-t‘?-fﬂ- ,
abuge &hafeenm that \ £ considerably bevond Admisnistration
proposals,

Speaking here at Concent House, a drug treatment center,

Senater Humphrey called for a double-odged approach fto the
problem consisting of "strong and aggreasive law enforcement
caupled with broader and better rehabilitation and education
programs, "

Humphrey proposed:

—-—-"Establishment of a Tederal Drug Cure and Controel
Ageney with authority {n both law enforcement and in drug
5treatg§%§£and education, qiﬂe saiff such an agency was needed
to end the Egderal government's prasent fragmented approach
which spreads resvonsibility and authority across a multiplicity

of Federalfgencies,

iz massive increase in Pederal apnrooriations for
drug treatment and rehabilitaion.”
He called the newly submitted ;budget allocation of
$230 million “"totally inadegquate” for this purpose, "particularly
when you consider that hard-core addicts steal mmmwmam more
than $1 billion in proverty cach vear to maintain their habits."
~~"All-out efforts to reach ginternational agrecments

that would cut off the flow of heroin into the Inited States




from abroad.”

—-"Stepped-up dfEERE Federal efforts to bring about
more effective zelf-policing of promiecucus disnensing and
preseribing of dangerous drugs, such as amphetamines, within
the medical and psie pharmacoutical orofesgions.”

~=~"The immediate convening by the President of a White
House Conforence and a series of regional conferences on
drug abusc and law enforcement.”

Sfenator Humphrey said the conferences would m&p and
coordinated Federal, state, county and c¢ity strategies for law
enforecement and drug rehabilitation aééasﬁs and catalog
local and regional neede so that realiatic hudqets-at 511 levels
of goversment could be drawn un,

The Senator £ said the Administration haa failed to move
mit forcefully enough to end the mmepmrn smuggling of harein
into the United States and to negotiate the hmimi eradication
of opium cultivation in all nations.

Tt is time we made known to owr friends around thoe world
that we will not permit the cultivation and export of a noison
that deastroys the lives of hundrdds of thousands of Americans
and which is responsibile for a substantial portion of American
crime)" L.-{ Sm,:.i!

"And we mhmazh#m should enlist the efforts of the CIA
in this battle. If the CTA can ferrot out subversives, it
can find the dope Es smugoler and put him out of businass,

But even if the enforcement battle iz won, he zaid, "nearly

200,000 hard-core addicts in this country nced helo and are left

out of the Administration's new drug abuse program.
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“and what about the millions of young Amerticans who are

SRR REhAREEEEn drugs 7

using and abusing <dsne

"For these we need expanded educationmd rehablilitation

e . Jpér @
prugrams,ipstead - e rehabilitation crisia s

fasz because of inadeguate numbers of rehabilitation centers

in communitiecs,
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There is hardly an area of human activity where the government has
been able to meet the needs of all Americans.

But we must recognize that if government has failed to meet our needs,
44 people don't always recognize that government can't do the job of solving
the nation's problems alone.

The great problems that beset America today need to be solved hy/; new

7/
partnership of government and people.

/
Today in America there is a cancer eating away at our society that
can be cured only through a new partnership of government and people.

This cancer is increasing drug abuse and drug addiction particularly

among the young.
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-~ THERE ARE AN ESTIMATED 125,000 HARD CORE HARCOTICS
ADDICTS 1IN THE UNITED STATES.

-- YOUunG PEOPLE UNDER 21 ARE ARRESTED AT THL RATE OF ON
EVERY 5 MINUTES IN CONHECTION WITH THE USE. POSSESSION, OR
TRANSACTION IN DRUGS.

~= Tue SenaTE CoMMITTEL ON JuveniLe DELIHCUERCY REPORTS
HARCOTIC ARRESTS HAVE INCREASED 322 PERCENT SINCE THE BEGIHNING
OF THIS DECADE,

-- DRUS ABUSE 1S A SUBURRAN AS WELL AS Al URBAN PRODLEM.
AND IT 1S ALSO FOUND WITH INCREASING FREQUENCY IN RURAL COMMURTTIFS .

- THE ANNUAL COST OF NARCOTIC ADDICTION [it YERMS OF STOLEN

23

PROPERTY ALONE MAY WELL BE OVER A BILLION DOLLARS A YEAR.
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-~ POLICE ESTIMATE THAT A HARD-CORE ADDICT MAY STEAL
$400 7o S5O0 wonrTH OF 600RS TO SUPPORT A $75 A DAY HARIT,
ASSUMING THAT HALF OF AMERICA'S ADDICTS STEAL TC SUPPORT THEIR
MABITS, THE TOTAL VALUE OF GOODS STOLEN EVERY DAY BY HARD COOE
ADDICTS IS APPROXIMATELY $25 mILLIOH,

Stop

THE DRUSRROBLEM IN AMERICA TODAY IS NOT THE GOVERMMENT 'S

PROBLEM ALONE .

YES, THE GOVERNMENT WUST STRICTLY EKFORCE LAWS AGAINST THOSE

INVOLVED IN THE SALE AKD DISTRIQUTION OF DRUAS,

YES, THE GOVERHMENT MUST DO MUCH MORE HERE AND ABRGAD TO

HALT THE MANUFACTURE AND IMPORTATION OF DRUGS, =




The government can and must do more to halt the importation of hard
drugs and stop their distFibution in the country.
It must establish a Drug Abuse Prevention Treatment and Rehabilitation
Administration in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare.
But the real question is what are you going to do about this problem.
What are the people of Cleveland going to do about the drug problem,
the hunger problem, the education problem and many other problems which
affect millions of Americans.
Govermnent aglone can't do the job,
People such as yourselves--community leaders--must lead the way in
making government more responsive to people's needs.
In the drug area you must urge that rehabilitation clinics be
established, drug education courses started for junior high students and
a renewed effort against drug pushers be led by local police,

We must all begin to think how we can fill the gap between 210 million
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Americans angﬂrepresentative government staffed by a bureaucracy of millions.



I want to see government make its primary concern service and help
for people.

It can and it must,

But a government that meets people's needs, that alleviates poverty,
that builds homes, that educates children, that provides jobs must do
these things with people--in a partnership of common purpose.

This is what I want to see happen in America,

A



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



